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SUBJECT: JUVENILE - DEFERRED ENTRY OF JUDGMENT

Deferred Entry of Judgment (DEJ) is a court disposition option for juveniles at least 14
years of age who are charged with a felony offense not listed on 707(b) WIC. This
directive discusses the requisites and procedures for using and recommending DEJ.

DEJ Eligibility - a minor is eligible if~ of the fo llowing requirements are met:
• Minor has not previously been a 602 ward for a felony.
• The alleged offense is not a 707(b) felony.
• Minor has not previously been committed to Division of Juvenile Justice (formerly

California Youth Authority) .
• Records do not indicate that probation has ever been revoked without being

completed.
• Minor is at least 14 years of age at the time of the hearing.
• Minor is eligible for probation pursuant to 1203.06 PC. (Probation prohibitedfor use

of firearm in commission of certain felonies, or if minor is personally armed with a
firearm during the commission of a felony, or at time of arrest and has a sustained
prior for certain felonies .)

District Attorney
• Reviews the records to determine whether the minor meets the eligibility

requirements after the filing of a petition.
• Files a written declarat ion with the court regarding DEJ eligibility and makes the

information available to the minor and defense attorney. The District Attorney's
"Determination of Eligibility" form is included with the Pre-Plea packet sent from
court.

Juvenile Court
• May set a DEJ hearing under 657 WIC at the initial appearance . For determining

suitability, the minor must consent and waive rights to a speedy jurisdictional
hearing pursuant to 791(b) WIC.

• May refer the case to Probation for an investigation report or may summarily grant
DEJ if the minor admits the charges and waives time for pronouncement of
judgment.

• May determine the period of DEJ for no less than 12 months and no longer than 3
years.
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• Will order the following Condit ions of Probation :
• Mandatory co nditio ns of DEJ under 794 WIC include:

~ Warrantless searches of person, residence , or property upon the request
of the probation officer or peace officer.

,. Curfew, if appropriate .
~ School attendance, when appropriate .

• Discretion ary co nd itio ns of DEJ under 794 WIC are:
~ Drug test ing.
:-- Restitution .
:-- Any other condition that the court in consultation with Probation believes

would assist in the minor's rehabilitation .

Admission to charges for th e purpose of DEJ does not co ns titu te a finding that a
petition has been sus tained un less judgment is later entered purs uant to 793(b)
WIC.

• Shall lift DEJ and schedule a disposition hearing if it appears to the probation officer
or prosecutor that the minor is not satisfactorily complying with the DEJ orders.

• Shall enter judgment and schedule a disposition hearing if during the period of DEJ,
the minor is convicted of or declared to be a person described in Section 602 forthe
commission of any felony or any two misdemeanors committed on separate
occasions.

• May enter judgment and schedule a disposition hearing if the minor is convicted of
or found to be a person described in 602 WIC because of commission of one
misdemeanor offense or multiple misdemeanor offenses during a single occasion.

• Shall report the minor's criminal history to the Department of Justice when the
previously deferred judgment is imposed and a dispos ition hearing is scheduled.

• Shall dismiss the petition and order DEJ records "sealed" upon minor satisfactorily
complet ing DEJ.

Upon satis fac torily co mpleting the DEJ program, charges in the petition are
dismissed and the arres t is deemed never to have oc curred. However, the probation
officer and prosecutor shall have access to the records for the sole purpose of determining
DEJ eligibility for subsequent referrals .

Juvenile Investigation DPOs may:
• Recommend DEJ when appropriate, if eligibil ity has been declared by the District

Attorney.

MANUAL HOLDERS: CROSS·REFEREN CE YOUR MANUALS TO THIS DIRECTIVE WHERE APPROPRIATE
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Juvenile Superv is ion DPOs shall:
• For minors who satisfactorily complete DEJ (minor must serve a min imum of one

year under DEJ in order for the DPO to recommend termination) - recommend
that "Jurisdiction over the case be terminated" in a Annual Report/Progress Report
(Prob. 1245).

• For minors who do not satisfactorily complete DEJ - document lack of compliance
and recommend that "the order for DEJ be lifted and the case proceed to
disposition" in a Progress Report (Prob. 1245).

Satisfactory Completion of DEJ

After the satisfactory completion of DEJ and seal ing of the record, the arrest is
deemed never to have occurred and DPOs shall not divulge any information
regarding the minor's specific DEJ petition and related records . It is possible that
military recruiters or others might have some knowledge of a minor having been on
probation and might inquire regarding conduct while under supervision. Specific to the
DEJ offense, the response should be that pursuant to Section 793(c) WIC, the minor was
never arrested and has no record.

Information rega rding a satisfactory completion of DEJ shall not be used against a
minor in handling of subsequent offenses. It shall not be mentioned in any reports
to the court, and shall not be included as part of the Delinquency History of the Pre­
Plea Report. The case information remains in the system for the sole purpose of
determining DEJ eligibility on subsequent referrals. It is not to be referenced or
used fo r any other reason.

Probation Sealing Process

Clerica l Staff sha ll complete the following upon receipt of the sealing order (Deferred
Entry of Judgment - Dismissal and Sealing of Juvenile Records) at the Area Office:

• Redact the minor's identifying data from any control logs or other documents in the
office.

• Document minor's successful completion of DEJ in JCMS (see attached instructions
or instructions posted on Probnet>JCMS> DEJ-JCMS Instructions):
• Case Management> Alerts

> Alert Type - DEJ
> Alert Subtype - Successful Completion

• Send the PDJ file to Central Records/Closed Files.

Central Records/Closed Files Clerical Staff shall:
• Receive and timestamp DEJ Dismissal and Sealing Order

MANUA L HOLDERS: CROSS·REFERENCE YOUR MANUALS TO THIS DIRECTIVE WHERE APPROPRIATE
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• Verify that minor's record has been sealed via the Juvenile Automated Index (JAI)
System

• Stamp the order using the rubber stamp notificat ion which states 'T his record has
been sealed by the Probation Department per court order under the Provisions of
Section 793 C W&I"

• Sign and date in the area below the rubber stamp notification
• Return the DEJ and Sealing Order to the court listed in the box, which states

"Superior Court of California, County of Los Angeles" Attention: Court Clerk (See
Attachment A for Court Locations)

• Place all documents regarding the DEJ offense, with a copy of the Sealing Order, in
a sealed envelope and fasten in the PDJ file

It is possible for a minor to have been on informal or non-wardship probation on a separate
matter prior to the DEJ order. In some instances a minor might have a subsequent matter
and be on probation for a separate offense simultaneously with DEJ. In these cases, only
the DEJ documents shall be sealed . When the court seals its records, the Court deletes
the record (including the Juvenile Automated Index Number (JAIN)). If the minor sustains
another arrest, a new JAIN will be issued. However , Probation will reactivate the previous
PDJ number.

Sealed DEJ records may be destroyed after five years.

eau
Sharo'n Harada , Chief
Juvenile Field S Ices

~Q'lli,
Da\ieMitCt1eitChief
Residential Treatment Bureau

Questions regarding this Directive should be directed to the Juvenile Consultant at
562.940.2533 .

Felicia Cotton , Chief
Juvenile Special Services Bureau

Carol Sanchez, Chief
Placement Services Bureau

MANUAL HOLDERS: CROSS-REFERENCE YOUR MANUALS TO THIS DIRECTIVE WHERE APPROPRIATE
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PROCESSING SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF DEJ
(Deferred Ent ry of Judgment) CASES

STEP 1: Access Alert Screen

• On the main menu go to -7 Case Management -7 Personal Informat ion -7
Alerts
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STEP 2: Create a DEJ Successful Completion Entry

• Click the "Plus" icon to insert a new line
• Select "J=DEJ" from the "Alert Type" LOV (List of Values) and click OK
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STEP 3: Enter DEJ Alert

• Select "DJ=DEJ Successful Completion" from the "Alert" LOV and click OK
• Click "Save" to complete transaction

UH.: E51591l HEADQUARTERS O.le: 101lSll001",

=
,lll ..rt

I I f. J SUCCfS SflA..COM'LETION

""fll'lAiili'l, _. O! k, , ""1!,,-~ •••,Ml":"Ir1~""""'~ ""''''''"l''''''''''''''''''''r!"""~"""",,mmm ' ''-''-'-

I-!,J NM\~ ,,' ITf STl I ITEST~ IITEs TREC Ie p1 r.6 1l9e7 I 8 1J
L.iJ Loc.tlIl:Jll :F · M1STAl<E,ERROR ; )/)(00 I ! ,I f'C~~:C't:JT I IL.,.--.,.--,.--J~s- .,.--;~ I

(,I:.t./Al CENT ER

; t,QIC"$ in list 1

=?ecord 6IB

5



STEP 4: Actual DEJ Alert Code (J)

• This is the way JCMS will show that a DEJ alert (successful completion) has
been entered

• Note that the code in the alert window is J
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STEP 5: Select DEJP Court Hearing Date

Before sending the PDJ file to Central Records/Closed Files Section proceed to
close the case as follows:

• In the "Cases" section, select correct Case/info#
• Select the correct Court Date in the "Case Events" section (must match the

minute order date)
}- If there is no Court Date matching the Minute Order, follow below

steps:
1. Click the Plus icon from the toolbar
2. Enter the Court Date from the Minute Order in the "Date" field
3. Enter "CRT" in the "Event Type " field
4. Enter "DEJP" in the "Sub Type " field
5. Select Location from the "Location" LOV
6. Select Court Department in the "DEPT" LOV
7. Select "A" from the "Status" LOV
8. Click "Save"
9. Click "OK" to complete transaction

• Click the "Superv is ion Orders" button to go to the next screen
• Vacate any future Court Hearing Dates
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STEP 6: Access Supervision Order Screen

• Select "CRT=COURT" from Order Types LOV for the "Type" field in the
"Orders" section and click OK
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STEP 7: Enter "DEJT" Court Disposition

• Select "DEJT=DEJ Terminated" from the Order Codes LOV for the "Code"
field in the Orders Section and click OK

• Tab through all fields (Description, Counts, Commence Date) to populate
with values

• Click "Save"
• Click "OK" to complete transaction
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STEP 8: Access Close Case Screen

• On the main menu go to ~ Intake ~ Open/close case ~ Close case
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STEP 9: Enter "DEJT" Close Reason

• Select your office from the "Agency Location " LOV and click OK
• Select "DEJT=DEJ Terminati on" from the "Reason" LOV and click OK
• Enter "DEJ Successful Completi on" in the Comment field
• Click "Save"
• Click "OK" to complete transaction
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STEP 10: send PDJ File to Cent ral Records

• Send POJ File to Central Records - Closed Files Section
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