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COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES FIRE DEPARTMENT RELEASES
THE INVESTIGATIVE REPORTS ON THE CAUSE OF THE EATON FIRE

Los Angeles, CA — Today, the County of Los Angeles Fire Department (LACoFD) is releasing initial
and supplemental investigative reports* identifying the origin and cause of the deadly and destructive
Eaton Fire that started on January 7, 2025. The Eaton Fire tragically took the lives of 19 people and
destroyed or damaged over 9,000 homes and businesses, changing the lives of those affected
forever. To access the reports, please click here.

The LACoFD Arson Fire Investigation Unit jointly conducted the investigation with CAL FIRE. After
18 months of thorough review of all evidence, alongside retained electrical and metallurgical experts,
the investigation concluded that the cause of the wildfire conflagration was due to the electrical arcing
events that took place on the out-of-service Southern California Edison (SCE) tower.

Fire investigators, using the NWCG investigative methodology, found that the area of the Eaton Fire
origin was on the dry receptive fuel bed below the SCE transmission towers on the spur ridge above
the Eaton Wash.

Pursuant to the California Public Utilities Code, SCE is to maintain and operate its electrical lines and
equipment in a manner that would minimize the risk of catastrophic wildfire posed by them.

“I recognize that no report or investigation into the Eaton Fire can ease the deep pain and tragedy our
residents have endured,” said Fire Chief Anthony C. Marrone. “While the cause has been
determined, our focus remains on assisting our residents to rebuild their homes and livelihoods, and
ensuring lessons learned drive meaningful and impactful change in memory of the 19 lives lost.”

The LACoFD recognizes the ongoing impact of the Eaton Fire and the community's need for answers.
We remain firmly committed to transparency and fully support all independent investigations and
after-action reviews.

*Reports are redacted because the Los Angeles County District Attorney’s Office has an ongoing review of the evidence from this fire.
Additionally, it is to protect the privacy of individuals, and including but not limited to, reasons pursuant to Government Code sections
7927.200, 7927.700, 7927.705, 7928.300, 7928.600-7923.630, 7929.200, and 7922.540.
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