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STATEMENT OF PROCEEDINGS 

FOR THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY CLAIMS BOARD 

HELD IN PERSON AND ONLINE VIA VIDEO CONFERENCE 

ON MONDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2025, AT 9:30 A.M. 
 

Present: Chair Destiny Castro, Adrienne M. Byers, and Oscar Valdez 

 

1. Call to Order. 

2. Opportunity for members of the public to address the Claims Board on items of 
interest within the subject matter jurisdiction of the Claims Board. 
 
No member of the public appeared in person or on the public teleconference phone line 
to address the Claims Board. 

3. Closed Session – Conference with Legal Counsel – Existing Litigation 
(Government Code section 54956.9, subdivision (a)). 

a. C.G. v. DeLeon Country Home, et al. 
San Bernardino Superior Court Case No. CIVSB2315003 

 This lawsuit alleges breach of mandatory duty and negligence by the Department 
of Children and Family Services for failure to protect Plaintiff from sexual abuse. 

 Action Taken: 
 
 The Claims Board approved settlement of Item 3(a) in the amount of $50,000. 

 Vote: Ayes: 3 – Oscar Valdez, Adrienne M. Byers, and Destiny Castro 
 
 See Supporting Document 
 
b. Susana Alfaro v. Rigoberto Vasquez, et al. 

Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. 23NWCV00423 

 This lawsuit arises from injuries Plaintiff allegedly sustained in a traffic collision 
involving a Fire Department employee. 

 Action Taken: 

 The Claims Board approved settlement of Item 3(b) in the amount of $52,185. 

 Vote: Ayes: 3 – Oscar Valdez, Adrienne M. Byers, and Destiny Castro 

 See Supporting Document 
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c. Edith Gonzalez v. Eliezer Vera, Jr., et al. 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. 23CMCV00758 

 This lawsuit arises from injuries Plaintiff allegedly sustained in a traffic collision 
involving a Sheriff's Department deputy. 

 Action Taken: 

 The Claims Board approved settlement of Item 3(c) in the amount of $100,000. 

 Vote: Ayes: 3 – Oscar Valdez, Adrienne M. Byers, and Destiny Castro 

 See Supporting Document 

d. Andres Munoz Martinez v. Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department, et al. 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. 22STCV27830 

 This lawsuit arises from injuries Plaintiff allegedly sustained in a traffic collision 
involving a Sheriff's Department deputy. 

 Action Taken: 

 The Claims Board approved settlement of Item 3(d) in the amount of $98,000. 

 Vote: Ayes: 3 – Oscar Valdez, Adrienne M. Byers, and Destiny Castro 

 See Supporting Document 

e. Shannon Story v. County of Los Angeles, et al. 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. 21AVCV00558 

 This lawsuit arises from injuries Plaintiff allegedly sustained in a traffic collision 
involving a Sheriff's Department deputy. 

 Action Taken: 

 The Claims Board recommended to the Board of Supervisors settlement of Item 
3(e) in the amount of $1,200,000. 

 Vote: Ayes: 2 – Adrienne M. Byers, and Destiny Castro  
 Noes: Oscar Valdez  

 See Supporting Documents 

f. Ana Gamez and Jung Kim v. County of Los Angeles 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. 20STCV21176 

 This lawsuit involves allegations that employees of the Sheriff's Department 
were subjected to discrimination and retaliation. 

 Action Taken: 

 The Claims Board continued Item 3(f) to a future meeting. 

 Vote: Ayes: 3 – Oscar Valdez, Adrienne M. Byers, and Destiny Castro 



Los Angeles County Claims Board 
Statement of Proceedings 
November 17, 2025 
 
 

 3 
HOA.105664741.1  

g. Derrick Harris v. County of Los Angeles, et al. 
United States District Court Case No. 2:21-cv-07999 

 This federal civil rights lawsuit against the Sheriff's Department arises from the 
alleged wrongful conviction that resulted in Plaintiff's imprisonment for seven 
years. 

 Action Taken: 

 The Claims Board recommended to the Board of Supervisors settlement of Item 
3(g) in the amount of $2,250,000. 

 Vote: Ayes: 3 – Oscar Valdez, Adrienne M. Byers, and Destiny Castro 

 See Supporting Document 

h. Phillip Glaviano v. County of Los Angeles 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case Nos. 23STCV24434 and 24STCV14999 

 These lawsuits concern allegations that a former employee of the District 
Attorney's Office was subjected to retaliation. 

 Action Taken: 

 The Claims Board recommended to the Board of Supervisors settlement of Item 
3(h) in the amount of $1,250,000. 

 Vote: Ayes: 2 – Oscar Valdez, and Destiny Castro 
 Noes: Adrienne M. Byers 

i. Carla Rice v. County of Los Angeles, et al. 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. 21STCV28139 

 This lawsuit alleges that a former employee of the Department of Health 
Services was subjected to harassment, discrimination, retaliation, and wrongful 
termination. 

 Action Taken: 

 The Claims Board approved settlement of Item 3(i) in the amount of $50,000. 

 Vote: Ayes: 2 – Oscar Valdez, and Destiny Castro 
 Noes: Adrienne M. Byers 

j. Glenn Timmons v. County of Los Angeles 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. 21STCV32561 

 This lawsuit concerns allegations that an employee of the Department of Public 
Works was subjected to age, race and disability discrimination, harassment, and 
retaliation. 

 Action Taken: 

 The Claims Board approved settlement of Item 3(j) in the amount of $99,000 for 
economic reasons only. 

 Vote: Ayes: 3 – Oscar Valdez, Adrienne M. Byers, and Destiny Castro 
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k. Sina Mardani, et al. v. County of Los Angeles 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. 18STCV05076 

 This inverse condemnation lawsuit seeks compensation from the Department of 
Public Works for personal injury and property damages allegedly caused by 
sewage backflows. 

 Action Taken: 

 The Claims Board recommended to the Board of Supervisors settlement of Item 
3(k) in the amount of $4,500,000.   

 Vote: Ayes: 3 – Oscar Valdez, Adrienne M. Byers, and Destiny Castro 

 See Supporting Document 

4. Approval of the Minutes of the October 20, 2025, regular meeting of the Claims Board. 

 Action Taken: 
  

  The Claims Board approved the Minutes of the October 20, 2025, meeting.  
  

 Vote: Ayes: 2 – Adrienne M. Byers, and Destiny Castro 
  Abstention: Oscar Valdez  
 

  See Supporting Document 
 
5. Items not on the posted agenda, to be referred to staff or placed on the agenda for 

action at a further meeting of the Board, or matters requiring immediate action 
because of an emergency situation or where the need to take immediate action came 
to the attention of the Board subsequent to the posting of the agenda. 

No such matters were discussed. 
 

6. Adjournment. 
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CASE SUMMARY 

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION 

CASE NAME  C.G. v. DeLeon Country Home, et al. 

CASE NUMBER  CIVSB2315003 

COURT  San Bernardino Superior Court 

DATE FILED  July 6, 2023 

COUNTY DEPARTMENT  Children and Family Services 

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT $ 50,000 

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF  JACK H. ANTHONY 
REBEKAH YABKO 
Law Offices of Jack H. Anthony 

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY 

 

SHAWN LUNA 
Senior Deputy County Counsel 
Social Services Division 

AVI BURKWITZ, ESQ. 
Peterson Bradford Burkwitz Gregorio Burkwitz &  
Su, LLP 

NATURE OF CASE 
 

Plaintiffs allege breach of mandatory duty and 
negligence claims against the Department of 
Children and Family Services involving its alleged 
failure to protect a minor from sexual abuse. 
 
Due to high risks and uncertainties of litigation, a 
reasonable settlement at this time will avoid further 
litigation costs.   

PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE $ 49,317  

PAID COSTS, TO DATE $ 10,822  
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CASE SUMMARY 

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION 

CASE NAME  Susana Alfaro v. Rigoberto Vasquez, et al. 

CASE NUMBER  23CHCV03304 

COURT  Los Angeles Superior Court  

DATE FILED  February 8, 2023 

COUNTY DEPARTMENT  Fire Department 

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT $ 52,185 

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF  LEON KLAYMAN, ESQ. 
Law Offices of Hinden & Breslavsky, APC 

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY  MELISSA A. MCCAVERTY, ESQ. 
Deputy County Counsel 

NATURE OF CASE 
 

This lawsuit arises from a vehicle collision that 
occurred on February 16, 2021, when a Fire Engine 
driven by a Fire Specialist, was responding to a 
code 3, made a wide right turn exiting the 
Fire Station, and collided into Plaintiff's vehicle. 
Plaintiff claims to have suffered injuries and 
damages from the incident.  
 
Due to the risks and uncertainties of litigation, a full 
and final settlement of the case is warranted.   

PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE $ 24,424  

PAID COSTS, TO DATE $ 26,794 
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CASE SUMMARY 

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION 

CASE NAME  Edith Gonzalez vs. Eliezer Vera, Jr., et al. 

CASE NUMBER  23CMCV00758 

COURT  Los Angeles Superior Court  

DATE FILED  June 26, 2021 

COUNTY DEPARTMENT  Sheriff 

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT $ 100,000 

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF  SURAJ TEPPARA, ESQ. 
The JLF Firm 

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY  MELISSA A. MCCAVERTY, ESQ. 
Deputy County Counsel 

NATURE OF CASE 
 

This lawsuit arises from a vehicle collision that 
occurred on June 26, 2021, when a Sheriff's Deputy 
made a U-turn from eastbound El Segundo 
Boulevard onto westbound El Segundo Boulevard in 
front of Plaintiff's vehicle causing her to collide into 
the rear back end of the vehicle, in an 
unincorporated area of Los Angeles. 
 
Due to the risks and uncertainties of litigation, a full 
and final settlement of the case is warranted. 

PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE $ 56,814   

PAID COSTS, TO DATE $ 17,072  
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CASE SUMMARY 

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION 

CASE NAME  Andres Munoz Martinez vs. Los Angeles County 
Sheriff's Department, et al. 

CASE NUMBER  22STCV27830 

COURT  Los Angeles Superior Court  

DATE FILED  August 26, 2022 

COUNTY DEPARTMENT  Sheriff's Department 

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT $ 98,000 

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF  IGOR FRADKIN, ESQ. 
Downtown LA Law Group 

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY  LATASHA N. CORRY 
Deputy County Counsel 

NATURE OF CASE 
 

On December 12, 2021, Plaintiff was making a left 
turn onto Normandie Avenue when he impacted a 
Department patrol vehicle driven by Deputy 
Hernandez that ran a red light.  
 
Given the risks and uncertainties of litigation, a full 
and final settlement of the case is warranted. 

PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE $ 46,489 

PAID COSTS, TO DATE $ 53,142 
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CASE SUMMARY 

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION 

CASE NAME  Shannon Story v. County of Los Angeles, et al. 

CASE NUMBER  21AVCV00558 

COURT  Los Angeles Superior Court 

DATE FILED  September 21, 2020 

COUNTY DEPARTMENT  Sheriff 

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT $ 1,200,000 

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF  SANDY RABADI, ESQ. 
Law Offices of Sandy Rabadi 

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY  KEVIN ENGELIEN  
Senior Deputy County Counsel 

NATURE OF CASE 
 

This is an auto-liability lawsuit which arises from a 
traffic collision that occurred on October 27, 2019. 
Plaintiff claims she suffered injuries and damages as 
a result of the collision.  
 
Given the risks and uncertainties of litigation, a full 
and final settlement of the case is warranted. 

PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE $ 48,129 

PAID COSTS, TO DATE $ 38,951 
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CASE SUMMARY 

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION 

CASE NAME 

CASE NUMBER 

COURT 

DATE FILED 

COUNTY DEPARTMENT 

Derrick Harris v. County of Los Angeles, et al. 

2:21-cv-07999 

United States District Court 

October 6, 2021 

Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT $ 2,250,000 

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF DAVID B. OWENS 
Loevy & Loevy 

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY RICHARD HSUEH 
Senior Deputy County Counsel 

NATURE OF CASE This is a recommendation to settle for $2,250,000 
inclusive of attorneys' fees and costs, a federal civil 
rights lawsuit filed by Derrick Harris (Plaintiff), for a 
wrongful conviction. 

Given the high risks and uncertainties of litigation, a 
reasonable settlement at this time will avoid litigation 
costs. The full and final settlement of the case in the 
amount of $2,250,000 is recommended.    

PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE $ 289,223 

PAID COSTS, TO DATE $ 40,428 
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CASE SUMMARY 

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION 

CASE NAME  Sina Mardani, et al. vs County of Los Angeles 

CASE NUMBER  18STCV05076 

COURT  Los Angeles Superior Court  

DATE FILED  11/15/2018 

COUNTY DEPARTMENT  Department of Public Works 

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT $ 4,500,000 

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF  SARVENAZ BAHAR, ESQ. 
Bahar Law Office 

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY  MICHAEL J. GORDON, ESQ. 
Senior Deputy County Counsel 

NATURE OF CASE 
 

On February 17, 2018, and October 18, 2022, the 
sewer mainline at 29844 Knoll View Drive in 
Rancho Palos Verdes backed up causing damage to 
Plaintiffs Azadeh, Sina, and Shorab Mardani's real 
property, personal property, and personal injuries for 
which they seek compensation.  
 
Given the risk and uncertainties of litigation, a full 
and final settlement of the case in the amount of 
$4,500,000 is warranted. 

PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE $ 394,924 

PAID COSTS, TO DATE $ 227,744 

 



HOA.105608669.2   

LOS ANGELES COUNTY CLAIMS BOARD 
 

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 
 

October 20, 2025 
 

1. Call to Order. 

The meeting of the Los Angeles County Claims Board was called to order at 9:36 a.m.  The 
meeting was held virtually with Claims Board Chair Destiny Castro, Claims Board Member Adrienne M. 
Byers, and Claims Board Administrator Laura Z. Salazar participating in person at the Kenneth Hahn 
Hall of Administration, 500 West Temple Street, Sixth Floor, Conference Room C, Los Angeles, 
California 90012.  Claims Board Member Oscar Valdez was absent. 

All other participants at the Claims Board meeting appeared virtually: Shawn Luna, LaTasha 
Corry, Michael Gordon, Keever Rhodes Muir, Erin Chang, Millicent Rolon, Natalie U. Luongo, Vanessa 
Evangelista, Victoria Jalili, Katherine Bowser, Jason Gonzalez, Jennifer Lehman, and Jonathan 
McCaverty appeared for the Office of the County Counsel.  Ronald Castaneda, Jacklin Injijian, Carolina 
Hernandez, Cid Tesoro, and Andrew Ngumba appeared for the Department of Public Works.  Sergeant 
Shanese Winfrey, Lieutenant Jennifer M. Roth, Captain Jorge Meza, Commander Robert G. Hahnlein, 
Lieutenant James M. Eggers, Commander Oscar O. Barragan, Commander Justin R. Diez, Captain Paul 
R. Bartlett, Captain Matthew E. King, Chief Yolanda R. Figueroa, Elizabeth R. Gamez, and Stephanie N. 
Lara appeared for the Sheriff's Department. Tim Pescatello and Julie Dixon Silva appeared for the 
Office of the District Attorney.  Robb Myrtle and Catie Mathers appeared for the Department of Health 
Services.  Christina Lee, Veronica Pawlowski, and Folasade Windokun appeared for the Department of 
Children and Family Services.  Miguel Medina, Benjamin Morales, Jocelyn Roman, Deanna Carlisle, 
Idesha Booker, and Joseph Galvan appeared for the Probation Department.  Allen Thomas appeared 
for Thomas Law Firm, Inc.  Roy Garcia appeared for Hurrell Cantrall, LLP.  Armineh Megrabyan 
appeared for Kessel & Megrabyan.  Alec DiMario appeared for Ballard Rosenberg Golper & Savitt LLP.  
Tom Guterres and Joshua Espinoza appeared for Collins + Collins LLP.  Andrew Baum, Rob Lee, and 
Thomas Barajas appeared for Glaser Weil Fink Howard Jordan and Shapiro.  Avi Burkwitz appeared for 
Peterson Bradford Burkwitz Gregorio Burkwitz & Su, LLP.   

2. Opportunity for members of the public to address the Claims Board on items of interest 
within the subject-matter jurisdiction of the Claims Board. 

Two unidentified members of the public appeared on the public teleconference phone line but 
did not respond to the opportunity to address the Claims Board.  No member of the public 
appeared in person.   
 

3. Closed Session – Conference with Legal Counsel – Existing Litigation 
(Government Code section 54956.9, subdivision (a)). 

At 9:37 a.m., Claims Board Chair Destiny Castro convened the meeting in closed session to 
discuss the items listed below as 4(a) through 4(k). 
 

4. Report on Actions Taken in Closed Session. 

Two unidentified callers listened as the reportable actions of the Claims Board were read. 
 
At 12:57 p.m., the Claims Board reconvened in open session via video conference and reported 
the actions taken in closed session as follows: 

a. C.G. v. DeLeon Country Home, et al. 
San Bernardino Superior Court Case No. CIVSB2315003 

 This lawsuit alleges breach of mandatory duty and negligence by the Department of 
Children and Family Services for failure to protect Plaintiff from sexual abuse. 
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 Action Taken: 
 
 The Claims Board continued Item 4(a) to a future meeting. 

 Vote: Ayes: 2 – Adrienne M. Byers, and Destiny Castro 
 Absent: Oscar Valdez 

b. Carlos Garcia Guerra v. Los Angeles County Department of Public Works, et al. 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. 22AVCV01028 

 This lawsuit arises from injuries Plaintiff allegedly sustained in a traffic collision involving 
a Department of Public Works employee. 

 Action Taken: 

 The Claims Board approved settlement of Item 4(b) in the amount of $100,000. 

 Vote: Ayes: 2 – Adrienne M. Byers, and Destiny Castro 
 Absent: Oscar Valdez 

c. Sina Mardani, et al. v. County of Los Angeles 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. 18STCV05076 

 This inverse condemnation lawsuit seeks compensation from the Department of Public 
Works for personal injury and property damages allegedly caused by sewage backflows. 

 Action Taken: 

 The Claims Board continued Item 4(c) to a future meeting. 

 Vote: Ayes: 2 – Adrienne M. Byers, and Destiny Castro 
 Absent: Oscar Valdez 

d. Ignacio Duran, et al. v. Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department, et al. 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. 23AHCV02331 

 This lawsuit arises from injuries Plaintiffs allegedly sustained in a traffic collision 
involving a Sheriff's Department deputy. 

 Action Taken: 

 The Claims Board approved settlement of Item 4(d) in the amount of $60,000. 

 Vote: Ayes: 2 – Adrienne M. Byers, and Destiny Castro 
 Absent: Oscar Valdez 

e. Joshua Shelton, et al. v. County of Los Angeles, et al. 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. 24CMCV00816 

 This lawsuit arises from injuries Plaintiff allegedly sustained in a traffic collision involving 
a Sheriff's Department deputy. 

 Action Taken: 

 The Claims Board approved settlement of Item 4(e) in the amount of $50,000. 

 Vote: Ayes: 2 – Adrienne M. Byers, and Destiny Castro 
 Absent: Oscar Valdez  
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f. Jane Doe 1 v. County of Los Angeles, et al. 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. 22STCV14870 

 This lawsuit alleges Plaintiff was unlawfully detained and assaulted by a Sheriff's 
Department deputy at Lancaster High School. 

 Action Taken: 

 The Claims Board recommended to the Board of Supervisors settlement of Item 4(f) in 
the amount of $400,000. 

 Vote: Ayes: 2 – Adrienne M. Byers, and Destiny Castro 
 Absent: Oscar Valdez 

g. Janine Hanson v. County of Los Angeles 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. 23STCV22247 

 This lawsuit concerns allegations of sexual harassment and retaliation by the Sheriff's 
Department. 

 Action Taken: 

 The Claims Board recommended to the Board of Supervisors settlement of Item 4(g) in 
the amount of $590,000 for economic reasons only. 

 Vote: Ayes: 2 – Adrienne M. Byers, and Destiny Castro 
 Absent: Oscar Valdez 

h. John Lewin v. County of Los Angeles 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. 23STCV03395 

 This lawsuit concerns allegations that an employee of the District Attorney's Office was 
subjected to retaliation. 

 Action Taken: 

 The Claims Board recommended to the Board of Supervisors settlement of Item 4(h) in 
the amount of $2,875,000 for economic reasons only. 

 Vote: Ayes: 2 – Adrienne M. Byers, and Destiny Castro 
 Absent: Oscar Valdez 

i. Elena Gonzalez v. County of Los Angeles 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. 23STCV23118  

 This lawsuit alleges that an employee of the Department of Health Services was 
subjected to religious discrimination and retaliation. 

 Action Taken: 

 The Claims Board approved settlement of Item 4(i) in the amount of $53,000. 

 Vote: Ayes: 2 – Adrienne M. Byers, and Destiny Castro 
 Absent: Oscar Valdez 
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j. Edna Yarashevich v. Rancho Los Amigos National Rehabilitation Center, et al. 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. 23STCV11071  

 This lawsuit concerns allegations of sexual harassment, gender discrimination, and 
retaliation. 

 Action Taken: 

 The Claims Board recommended to the Board of Supervisors settlement of Item 4(j) in 
the amount of $400,000. 

 Vote: Ayes: 2 – Adrienne M. Byers, and Destiny Castro 
 Absent: Oscar Valdez 

k. Jane BP1-B Doe, et al. v. Doe 1 (County of Los Angeles), et al. 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. 22STCV25961 and approximately 414 AB 218 
Matters Against the County of Los Angeles 

 These matters concern allegations of childhood sexual abuse against the Probation 
Department and the Department of Children and Family Services. 

 Action Taken: 

 The Claims Board recommended to the Board of Supervisors settlement of Item 4(k) in 
the amount of up to $828,000,000.   

 Vote: Ayes: 2 – Adrienne M. Byers, and Destiny Castro 
 Absent: Oscar Valdez 

5. Approval of the Minutes of the October 6, 2025, regular meeting of the Claims Board. 

 Action Taken: 
  

  The Claims Board approved the Minutes of the October 6, 2025, meeting.  
  

 Vote: Ayes: 2 – Adrienne M. Byers, and Destiny Castro 
 Absent: Oscar Valdez 

6. Adjournment. 

 The meeting was adjourned at 12:59 p.m. 
 
 
     LOS ANGELES COUNTY CLAIMS BOARD 
 
 
 
     By _________________________ 
      Laura Z. Salazar 
      Claims Board Administrator 
      Office of the County Counsel  
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