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WHAT IS
SELF-CERTIFICATION?



The Conventional Building Plan 
Check Process
ÅBefore a newbuilding project can be 

constructed, an owner must have 
building plans.
ÅBuilding plansare required tobe 

reviewedby Building and Safety for 
compliance with the current 
building codes; a process 
commonly known as a building plan 
check review.
ÅDue to many factors, the timeline to 

complete a plan check varies.



Self-Certification
ÅPilot program applicable to 

residential projects affected 
by the Eaton and Palisades 
fires within unincorporated 
Los Angeles County.
ÅHelps to streamline the 

building plan 
reviewprocess by allowing 
state-licensed Architects 
and Engineersto certify that 
their plans comply with the 
building codes, thus 
bypassing the standard 
Building and Safety plan 
review process.



THE VALUE OF
SELF-CERTIFICATION



Benefits of Self-Certification
Å Streamlines:  A significant reduction in the 

building plan checkreviewtimeline.

Å Empowers:  Design professionals employ their 
professional expertise and code knowledge.

Å Faster permits:  Bypassing a plan check queue 
can greatlyreduce the time to get a building permit.

Å Greater control: For architects and builders, it 
provides more control over project timelines and 
scheduling.

Å Accelerated rebuilding: Following a natural 
disaster like a wildfire, self-certification can 
significantly speed up the reconstruction of homes 
and neighborhoods.



Things to Consider 
ÅHigh professional accountability: The professional 

assumes a higher level of legal and financial responsibility 
for code compliance. Errors discoveredduring field 
inspections can cause costly delays for the homeowner.
ÅIndemnification: Requires the homeowner and 

professionals to sign an affidavit indemnifying Public 
Works from liability.
ÅDisqualification: If an architect or engineer fails to adhere 

to the program rules, they can be removed from the 
program.
ÅStill requires inspections: Self-certification does not 

replace the need for on-site inspections. Failure to follow 
the certified plans during construction will still result in 
code violations and potential delays during construction.
ÅAgency referrals:  Other agency referrals are still required 

to be handled by the applicant before a permit can be 
issued.



BECOMING A SELF-
CERTIFIED 
PROFESSIONAL



Minimum Requirements to Become a Self-
Certified Professional
Å Must be a registered licensed Architect, Civil Engineer, or 

Structural Engineer in the State of California
Å License must be in good standing for a minimum of five 

(5) years.
Å Must have been responsible for ensuring Los Angeles 

County Building Code compliance for a minimum of 
three (3) years.

Å Must possess professional liability errors and omissions 
insurance
o issued by an insurer authorized to perform business 

in California
o limits not less than $500,000 per claim and 

$1,000,000 in aggregate for all claims during the 
policy period.

Å Must submit the Self-Certification Registration 
Application to be reviewed and approved by Los Angeles 
County Public Works.



Self-Certified Registration Application

The online Self-Certification 
Registration Application is located and 
submitted at:



PW Approval of Self-Certified Professionals
Å Upon submittal, the applicant receivesan 

email from SelfCert@pw.lacounty.gov,  which 
will confirm receipt and will approve, deny, or 
request additional information.

Å Approved self-certified professionals will 
need to ensure theirEPIC-LA account uses 
the same email listed on theirself-
certification application.

Å Professionals who have been approved to 
participate in the Building Plan Self-
Certification Pilot Program will have their 
professional information posted on the Los 
Angeles County Recovery website.

mailto:SelfCert@pw.lacounty.gov


PROJECTS THAT 
QUALIFY FOR
SELF-CERTIFICATION



Projects that Qualify for Self-Certification



Examples of Projects that Qualify

ÅSingle family dwellings
ÅDuplexes
ÅAccessory Dwelling Units
ÅGarages, patio covers and 

accessory structures
ÅSB9 units



SELF-CERTIFIED PLAN 
REQUIREMENTS



Self-Certified Plan Requirements

ÅSelf-Certified building plans will require 
the same documents of a typical plan 
check submittal (Microsoft Word - ps-
res.doc) 

ÅA complete set of building plans
Å Architectural plans
Å Energy plans
Å Structural plans
Å Structural calculations

https://dpw.lacounty.gov/bsd/lib/fp/Building/Residential/Residential%20Minimum%20Plan%20Submittal%20Requirements.pdf
https://dpw.lacounty.gov/bsd/lib/fp/Building/Residential/Residential%20Minimum%20Plan%20Submittal%20Requirements.pdf
https://dpw.lacounty.gov/bsd/lib/fp/Building/Residential/Residential%20Minimum%20Plan%20Submittal%20Requirements.pdf
https://dpw.lacounty.gov/bsd/lib/fp/Building/Residential/Residential%20Minimum%20Plan%20Submittal%20Requirements.pdf
https://dpw.lacounty.gov/bsd/lib/fp/Building/Residential/Residential%20Minimum%20Plan%20Submittal%20Requirements.pdf


Providing a Complete Set of Plans

ÅFor links, additional resources or 
to learn more about common 
errors and corrections, visit 
Recovery.lacounty.gov/self -
certification



Self-Certified Plan Requirements
Å A complete set of building plans must be 

approved (self-certified) by one or more self-
certified consultants.

Å Theapplicant must indicate the intent to use self-
certify plans in the project description and where 
prompted when submitting in Epic-LA.

Å Any changes to self-certified building plans after 
the plans have been approved will require 
resubmittal/reapproval.

Å All sheets of an approved set of self-certified 
building plans will be affixed with the proper PW 
approval stamp.



SELF-CERTIFIED 
SCREENING CHECKLIST



Screening Self-Certified Plans
Å Every plan intended to be self-certified will undergo a 

screening process by a building plan check engineer

Å A plan screening will be completed within five business 
days of the plan's submittal on Epic-LA

Å The screening primarily focuses on:
Å Building planning (fire rated elements, openings, 

sprinklers, etc.)
Å Life-safety elements (egress, VHFHSZ items, etc.)
Å High-level structural issues
Å Dead and live loads
Å Minimum foundation requirements
Å Framing sizes 
Å Shear walls in all orthogonal directions on all 

levels



Screening Self-Certified Plans



Screening Self-Certified Plans



Common Corrections and Project Delays
Å Full set of building plans required

ÅDrainage plan information
ÅEnergy plans
ÅStructural information (material specs, lateral 

information, details, observation form)
Å Response time to screened plancomments
Å Applicants facing backlogs with architects, engineers, 

or other design professionals.
Å Applicants waiting on insurance payouts (lack the 

funds to proceed).
Å Applicant decides to sell the property withapproved 

clearances.
Å Applicant hasn't hired a contractor.
Å Architect/contractor/owner hasn't paid permit fees.



AGENCY REFERRALS



Agency Referrals
ÅSelf-certifying plans provides an 

expeditious route to building plan 
approval, not necessarily building 
permit issuance

ÅAs always, a building permit cannot be 
issued until the applicant has obtained all 
the required agency approvals

ÅAgency approvals in fire areas have 
expedited reviews (10 days 1st review, 5 
days recheck)



What is an Agency Referral Sheet?
Å All fire rebuilds and non-fire rebuilds are required to 

obtain agency clearances prior to building permit 
issuance.  

Å Some agency clearances can be deferred, owners 
can obtain those agency clearances during 
construction, but prior to building final inspection.

Å PW staff will screen the plan submittal for 
completeness and issue an agency referral sheet 
during screening.

Å If an additional agency review and approval is 
determined to be requiredduring plan check, the 
plan check engineer can issuea revised 
agencyreferral.



Agency Referral Sheet
ÅLOCAL WATER COMPANY
ÅÂƖŸƻŔĬĲШċШљìŔũũ-ÉĲƖƻĲњШxĲƣƣĲƖШŉƖŸůШƣőĲШƽċƣĲƖШ

company for all new residential buildings
ÅSOUTHERN CALIFORNIA EDISON
ÅA service request number from SCE is 

required for all rebuilds
ÅSCHOOL DISTRICT
ÅRequired only for projects which add more 

than 500 sq. ft. from the prior permitted 
structures

ÅCOUNTY SANITATION DISTRICT
ÅOnly required for new connections to public 

sewer system



WATER COMPANIES

Å ШƽċƣĲƖШљìŔũũ-ÉĲƖƻĲњШũĲƣƣĲƖШŔƚШċŰШ
official document issued by a public 
water agency stating they are willing 
and have capacity to provide water 
service to a planned project. 

ÅRequired for all new residential 
buildings



SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA EDISON

ÅA service request number from SCEis 
required for all rebuilds, newADUs, new 
panels and temporarypower.
ÅSCE need to know how to bring power 

to the property
ÅSCE is developing underground 

service for some of the areas in 
Altadena.

Åsce.com/partners/consulting -
services/power-requests 
ÅGeneral questions call 800-655-4555 or 

visit the Altadena One-Stop Permit Center



SCHOOL DISTRICTS

ÅDevelopment fee payment is required only for 
projects which add 500 SQ. FT. Or more from the 
prior permitted structure(s)  

ÅPASADENA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT: 
o 351 S. Hudson Avenue, Room 112, 

Pasadena, CA 91109-7000 
o Call (626) 396-3600 EXT 88117 OR email 

developerfees@pusd.us



DEFERRED SUBMITTALS & 
COUNTY REFERRALS

ÅBack side of the Agency Referral Sheet 
includes:
ÅDeferred submittals, which will be 

required but the permit can be 
issued before these referrals are 
completed.
ÅCounty referrals, which are being 

routed internally via the EPIC-LA 
system 



CONSTRUCTION AND THE 
INSPECTION PROCESS



Construction and the Inspection Process
ÅAll phases of the construction 

process will undergo Building 
and Safety inspections that 
are customary for every 
construction project



Construction and the Inspection Process
Å If construction deviates from 

the approved plans or code 
deficiencies are present, 
corrective measures will be 
required.



SELF-CERTIFICATION 
STATISTICS TO DATE



Self-Certification to Date
ÅCommon reasons an 

application is not approved:
ÅInsurance limits not met
ÅNot enough experience 

demonstrated in code 
compliance

ÅApplications pending approval 
require that the applicant 
create an EPIC-LA account 
with the same email used to 
apply for self-certification.



Self-Certification to Date



Questions?



Where to Find Additional Information 

LA County Recovers 
Self-Certification Page 

LA County Recovers LA County Building & 
Safety

EPIC-LA



Recovery.LACounty.gov
ÅIn-depth guidance on permitting 

requirements, process updates 
and new rebuilding pilot programs 
available to homeowners looking to 
streamline their rebuild processes. 

ÅFeatures interactive dashboards 
and maps to track permitting 
progress

ÅVideos, FAQs, step-by-step rebuild 
guides, infographics and other 
educational content



Provide Your 
Feedback
Scan the QR code to take our 
survey!



Thank You


