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To ensure the safety of workers, the public, and the environment, certain protocols must 
be followed during wildfire recovery when removing structural ash and debris left from the 
January Wildfire events. The County is offering two ways for property owners to manage 
the structural fire debris and ash removal from the wildfire disaster: 1) participate in the 
Government-Run Debris Removal Program (Program) or 2) elect to opt-out of the 
Program and obtain a County Fire Debris Removal Permit prior to removing any structural 
fire debris.  
 
Property owners who choose not to participate in the Program (or are deemed ineligible) 
will need to 1) submit an Opt-Out Application (forms can be found here: 
https://recovery.lacounty.gov/) and 2) register with the County’s EPIC-LA Permit Portal to 
obtain a Fire Debris Removal Permit. Property owners and their appropriately licensed 
contractors can apply online at: 
https://epicla.lacounty.gov/energov_prod/SelfService/#/home. Both the owners and 
contractors will need to have an EPIC-LA Account. In order to complete the application 
for a Fire Debris Removal Permit, the applicant will need to upload: 1) proof of opt-out 
form submittal, 2) proof of Phase 1 clearance (EPA or USACE), and 3) Certified Asbestos 
Consultant (CAC) report confirming no asbestos present in the waste or Asbestos 
Abatement Clearance letter prepared by the registered asbestos abatement contractor if 
abatement was required.  
 
Only Class A or Class B contractors with a Hazardous Substance Removal Certification 
(HAZ) or contractors with the specific combination of C-21, C-12 with a HAZ certificate 
issued by the Contractors State License Board (CSLB) may be utilized for the Fire Debris 
Removal Permit. Please visit the CSLB’s Disaster Help Center 
(https://www.cslb.ca.gov/Media_Room/Disaster_Help_Center/) to find an appropriately 
licensed contractor. Note, the required Hazardous Substance Removal Certification is 
different from a HAZWOPER training/certification. 
 
Once the Fire Debris Removal Permit is issued, property owners may need to contact 
their local building department for any rebuilding permit requirements specific to their 
jurisdiction.  
 
The structural integrity of concrete and masonry will be adversely affected in fire 
situations, especially when the structure is completely consumed by the fire. The 

https://recovery.lacounty.gov/
https://epicla.lacounty.gov/energov_prod/SelfService/#/home
https://www.cslb.ca.gov/Media_Room/Disaster_Help_Center/
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properties of the materials may be irreversible altered deeming it unsatisfactory for reuse 
in supporting a rebuilt structure.  
 
If foundations remain in place, an approval from the Los Angeles County Building and 
Safety or the City Building Official will be required prior to reusing the foundation as part 
of the building permit process for new structures.  

 
Note: If appropriate strengths cannot be determined by testing and analyses by 
the property owner’s engineer, the Building Official may require foundations to be 
removed at the property owners’ expense prior to issuing a building permit.  

 
For properties in the Los Angeles County Building and Safety jurisdiction, please refer to 
the following:  
 
https://dpw.lacounty.gov/bsd/lib/fp/Building/Structural%20and%20Technical/Reuse%20o
f%20Existing%20Foundation%20Systems%20in%20a%20Fire%20Damaged%20Struct
ure%20(Rev%2002-2025).pdf. 
 
For properties in City jurisdictions, please refer to their respective City requirements.  
 
Questions regarding the Fire Debris Removal Local Program Application, contact Los 
Angeles County Public Works’ Local Program Hotline at (888) 479-7328. For addition fire-
related resources, visit recovery.lacounty.gov.  
  

https://dpw.lacounty.gov/bsd/lib/fp/Building/Structural%20and%20Technical/Reuse%20of%20Existing%20Foundation%20Systems%20in%20a%20Fire%20Damaged%20Structure%20(Rev%2002-2025).pdf
https://dpw.lacounty.gov/bsd/lib/fp/Building/Structural%20and%20Technical/Reuse%20of%20Existing%20Foundation%20Systems%20in%20a%20Fire%20Damaged%20Structure%20(Rev%2002-2025).pdf
https://dpw.lacounty.gov/bsd/lib/fp/Building/Structural%20and%20Technical/Reuse%20of%20Existing%20Foundation%20Systems%20in%20a%20Fire%20Damaged%20Structure%20(Rev%2002-2025).pdf
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APPLYING FOR FIRE DEBRIS REMOVAL PERMIT 

 

APPLICATION PROCESS 

Please have the following documents ready before you begin your Fire Debris Removal 

Permit application: 

- Both the property owner and the HAZ certified contractor have registered with 

EPIC-LA (see below). 

- Confirmation of submittal of the Opt-Out form (PDF copy of the completed form or 

confirmation email received from FireDebrisPermit@dpw.lacounty.gov). Please 

note, you don’t need to have a “Los Angeles County Acknowledgement” signed 

copy of your Opt-Out form to proceed with applying.  

- Proof of Phase I completion by EPA or USACE.  

- Report prepared by a Certified Asbestos Consultant (CAC) 

(https://www.dir.ca.gov/databases/doshcaccsst/caccsst_Query_1.HTML) 

confirming no asbestos present   

• Note: If asbestos is determined to be present, all asbestos must be abated 

by a registered asbestos abatement contractor 

(https://www.dir.ca.gov/Databases/doshacru/acruList.asp).  

• Once abatement has been completed, an Asbestos Abatement Clearance 

letter prepared by the registered abatement contractor is to be provided 

certifying the work performed and that all asbestos identified in the CAC 

report has been removed from the property. For further information about 

asbestos abatement, please visit South Coast AQMD’s Asbestos 

Demolition & Removal: Addressing Wildfire 

Debris (https://www.aqmd.gov/home/rules-

compliance/compliance/asbestos-demolition-removal).  

  

mailto:FireDebrisPermit@dpw.lacounty.gov
https://www.dir.ca.gov/databases/doshcaccsst/caccsst_Query_1.HTML
https://www.dir.ca.gov/Databases/doshacru/acruList.asp
https://www.aqmd.gov/home/rules-compliance/compliance/asbestos-demolition-removal
https://www.aqmd.gov/home/rules-compliance/compliance/asbestos-demolition-removal
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STEP 1: After logging on to your account, click the “Appy” button.  
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STEP 2: Click on “Apply” under Eaton & Palisades Fire Debris Removal, or search “Eaton 

& Palisades Fire Debris Removal” in the search bar above.  
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STEP 3: Click the “+” to add the affected property address you are applying for. You can 

search by property address or by APN. Only search the address number and street name. 

Omit any “Drive, Lane, Street, Avenue” suffix or city name in the search bar.  

 Example: 
 Actual Address: 3741 Malibu Vista Drive, Malibu, CA 90265 
 Search: 3741 Malibu Vista  
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STEP 4: Follow the prompt when inputting information. Required fields identified with a 

red asterisk must be completed to continue. 
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STEP 5: Please add the appropriate contacts to your permit by clicking the “+” for each 

required field. You may add additional contacts if needed. Contacts identified on this page 

will have access to the permit for uploading documents and will receive automated email 

updates about permit status. Both the property owner and licensed contractor must be 

registered with EPIC-LA to be added as a contact.  

Contractors are required to enter their CSLB license number when registering with EPIC-

LA. Their CSLB license number will be used to confirm that they have an active Class A 

or Class B license with HAZ certification or the specific combination of C-21, C-12 license 

with a HAZ certification at the time of permit issuance. The program will NOT move 

forward if attempting to add an unregistered contractor or a contractor without the proper 

license. 
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STEP 6: Please thoroughly read through all specified prompts and make a selection for 

each of the acknowledgments required. Then click next to move forward. 
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STEP 7: Click the “+” to upload the following required documents: 

• Confirmation of submitted Opt-Out form (PDF copy of the completed form or 

confirmation email received from Opt-Out@dpw.lacounty.gov). 

• Proof of Phase I completion (EPA or USACE).  

• Certified Asbestos Consultant (CAC) report confirming no asbestos present at the 

property. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

mailto:Opt-Out@dpw.lacounty.gov
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STEP 8: Please type your name to apply an electronic signature to the application.  
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STEP 9: Review your application data to verify that all information is accurate, then click 

submit. Fire Debris Removal activities may begin upon proper notification to Public Works.  
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STEP 10:  To check the status of your application, look at the “Status” field when 

accessing your application on EPIC-LA. For proof of approval, go to the “Attachments” 

tab and look for “PW – Fire Debris Removal Permit”. 
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CLOSING OUT FIRE DEBRIS REMOVAL PERMIT 

 

CLOSE OUT PROCESS: 

Once fire debris removal activities are completed, please have the following documents 

ready for upload: 

- Site photos of the completed site. 

- Weight tickets and disposal documents from a certified landfill or recycling facility.  

- Hazardous Waste Manifest(s) if applicable.  

Note, failure to provide adequate Post Debris Removal Documentation may result 

in significant delays in issuance of Final Fire Debris Removal Permit Closure.  

 

STEP 1: Log onto EPIC-LA and go to the Dashboard tab or the My Work tab and locate 

the Eaton & Palisades Fire Debris Removal application.  
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STEP 2: Go to the Attachments tab. Click the “+” to add all post fire debris removal 

documentation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Once all documents have been uploaded, contact the County at 

FireDebrisPermit@dpw.lacounty.gov  to notify staff that all post debris removal 

documents have been uploaded for review. Please be sure to include the property 

address, FDR permit number, and clearly state that all documentation has been uploaded 

to EPIC-LA. Once review has been completed, Final Fire Debris Removal Permit Closure 

will be provided.  

 

mailto:FireDebrisPermit@dpw.lacounty.gov

