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STATEMENT OF PROCEEDINGS 

FOR THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY CLAIMS BOARD 

HELD IN PERSON AND ONLINE VIA VIDEO CONFERENCE 

ON MONDAY, AUGUST 21, 2023, AT 9:30 A.M. 
 

Present:  Chair Steve Robles, Oscar Valdez, and Adrienne M. Byers 

 

1. Call to Order. 

2. Opportunity for members of the public to address the Claims Board on items of 
interest within the subject matter jurisdiction of the Claims Board. 
 
No members of the public appeared in person or telephonically. 

3. Closed Session – Conference with Legal Counsel – Existing Litigation 
(Government Code section 54956.9, subdivision (a)). 

a. Jessica R. v. County of Los Angeles 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. 22CHCV00888 

 This lawsuit arises from an alleged sexual assault which occurred while plaintiff was 
a patient at Olive View Medical Center. 

 Action Taken: 

 The Claims Board recommended to the Board of Supervisors settlement of Item 4.a. 
in the amount of $250,000. 

 Vote: Ayes:  3 – Steve Robles, Oscar Valdez, and Adrienne M. Byers 

 See Supporting Document 

b. County of Los Angeles v. U.S. Radiology On-Call, LLC, et al. 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. 18STCV04340 

 This lawsuit arises from the alleged negligence of a physician at Harbor-UCLA 
Medical Center. 

 Action Taken: 

 The Claims Board recommended to the Board of Supervisors settlement of Item 4.b. 
in the amount of $1,000,000. 

 Vote: Ayes:  3 – Steve Robles, Oscar Valdez, and Adrienne M. Byers 

 See Supporting Document 
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c. New Earth v. County of Los Angeles
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. 20STCV16487
This lawsuit against the Department of Probation alleges breach of contract 
involving training services.
Action Taken:
The Claims Board recommended to the Board of Supervisors settlement of Item 4.c. 
in the amount of $140,000.
Vote: Ayes:  2 – Steve Robles, and Adrienne M. Byers
Abstention:  1 – Oscar Valdez
See Supporting Document

d. Non-Litigated Claims of Artiga and Kemper Insurance
This lawsuit arises from injuries and property damage allegedly sustained in an 

automobile accident involving a Sheriff's Department deputy and another County 

employee.

Action Taken:

The Claims Board approved settlement of Item 4.d. in the amount of $75,525.85. 

Vote: Ayes:  3 – Steve Robles, Oscar Valdez, and Adrienne M. Byers

See Supporting Document

e. Jorge Enrique Serrano Robles Senior, et al. v. County of Los Angeles, et al. 
United States District Court Case No. 2:20-cv-06648-ODW-PLA
This wrongful death and civil rights lawsuit against the Sheriff's Department arises 
from the fatal deputy-involved shooting of decedent.
Action Taken:
The Claims Board recommended to the Board of Supervisors settlement of item 4.e. 
in the amount of $400,000.
Vote: Ayes:  3 – Steve Robles, Oscar Valdez, and Adrienne M. Byers
See Supporting Documents

f. S.S. (Stephen Santiago, a Minor), et al. v. County of Los Angeles, et al. United 
States District Court Case No. 21-cv-070619-MRW
This lawsuit alleges federal civil rights violations and deliberate indifference by 
Sheriff's Department jail staff for the death of an inmate at Men's Central Jail. Action 
Taken:
The Claims Board recommended to the Board of Supervisors settlement of item 4.f. 
in the amount of $580,000.
Vote: Ayes:  3 – Steve Robles, Oscar Valdez, and Adrienne M. Byers
See Supporting Document
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g. Jamaal Williams v. County of Los Angeles, et al. 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. 22STCV15327 

 This state civil rights lawsuit alleges battery and negligence against the Sheriff's 
Department. 

 Action Taken: 

 The Claims Board approved settlement of Item 4.g. in the amount of $40,000. 

 Vote: Ayes:  3 – Steve Robles, Oscar Valdez, and Adrienne M. Byers 

 See Supporting Document 

h. Jonathan Aceves, et al. v. County of Los Angeles, et al. 
United States District Court Case No. 2:22-cv-00636 

 This wrongful death and civil rights lawsuit alleges that decedent was fatally shot by 
a Sheriff's Department deputy. 

 Action Taken: 

 The Claims Board recommended to the Board of Supervisors settlement of item 4.h. 
in the amount of $700,000. 

 Vote: Ayes:  3 – Steve Robles, Oscar Valdez, and Adrienne M. Byers 

 See Supporting Documents 

i. Marie Augustina Torres v. County of Los Angeles 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. 19STCV15856 

 This lawsuit involves allegations that a Sheriff's Department employee was 
subjected to a hostile work environment based on gender and failure to prevent 
harassment. 

 Action Taken: 

 The Claims Board recommended to the Board of Supervisors settlement of item 4.i. 
in the amount of $250,000. 

 Vote: Ayes:  3 – Steve Robles, Oscar Valdez, and Adrienne M. Byers 

j. Noel Loya v. County of Los Angeles, et al. 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. 21STCV42486 

 This lawsuit involves allegations that an Executive Office of the Board employee 
was subjected to gender discrimination and failure to pay minimum wage. 

 Action Taken: 

 The Claims Board approved settlement of Item 4.j. in the amount of $50,000. 

 Vote: Ayes:  3 – Steve Robles, Oscar Valdez, and Adrienne M. Byers 
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k. Yelila Silva v. County of Los Angeles, et al. 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. 21STCV42475 

 This lawsuit involves allegations that an Executive Office of the Board employee 
was subjected to gender discrimination and failure to pay minimum wage. 

 Action Taken: 

 The Claims Board approved settlement of Item 4.k. in the amount of $60,000. 

 Vote: Ayes:  3 – Steve Robles, Oscar Valdez, and Adrienne M. Byers 

l. Joy Brotherton v. County of Los Angeles 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. 20STCV30261 

 This lawsuit involves allegations that a Department of Health Services physician 
was subjected to discrimination and retaliation based on gender. 

 Action Taken: 

 The Claims Board recommended to the Board of Supervisors settlement of item 4.l. 
in the amount of $175,000. 

 Vote: Ayes:  3 – Steve Robles, Oscar Valdez, and Adrienne M. Byers 

4. Approval of the Minutes of the August 7, 2023, regular meeting of the Claims Board. 

 Action Taken: 
 
 The Claims Board approved the Minutes of the August 7, 2023, meeting. 
 

  Vote: Ayes:  2 – Oscar Valdez, and Adrienne M. Byers 
  Abstention:  1 – Steve Robles 
 
See Supporting Document 

5. Items not on the posted agenda, to be referred to staff or placed on the agenda for 
action at a further meeting of the Board, or matters requiring immediate action 
because of an emergency situation or where the need to take immediate action came 
to the attention of the Board subsequent to the posting of the agenda. 

No such matters were discussed. 
 

6. Adjournment. 
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CASE SUMMARY

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION 

CASE NAME Jessica R. v. County of Los Angeles

CASE NUMBER 22CHCV00888 

COURT Los Angeles Superior Court

DATE FILED October 14, 2022 

COUNTY DEPARTMENT Department of Health Services 

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT $ 250,000

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF Jeffrey A. Slott 
Law Offices of Jeffrey A. Slott 

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY Narbeh Bagdasarian 
Principal Deputy County Counsel 

NATURE OF CASE On November 17, 2021, Jessica R., a 39-year-old 
female, was admitted to Olive View Medical Center's 
("OVMC") psychiatric unit. 

On November 20, 2021, a male patient who was 
also at OVMC's psychiatric unit entered Jessica R.'s
room and allegedly assaulted her. 

Jessica R. filed a lawsuit against the County alleging 
that OVMC providers were negligent in monitoring 
the male patient who assaulted her.

Considering the uncertainties of trials, parties 
agreed to settle the case. 

PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE $ 3,421 

PAID COSTS, TO DATE $ 764 
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CASE SUMMARY 

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION 

CASE NAME 

CASE NUMBER 

COURT 

DATE FILED 

COUNTY DEPARTMENT 

County of Los Angeles v. U.S. Radiology On-Call, et al.

18STCV04340 

Los Angeles Superior Court 

September 10, 2021 

Department of Health Services 

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT $ 1,000,000 

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF George Chuang 
GC Law 

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY Narbeh Bagdasarian 
Principal Deputy County Counsel 

NATURE OF CASE The County of Los Angeles settled a medical 
malpractice case with Jullian Cassianis 
("Mr. Cassianis") for injuries that he suffered when 
he was a patient at a County facility. 

The County then filed a cross-complaint against US 
Radiology On-Call, LLC ("USROC") for 
indemnification.  The County argued that the 
negligent conduct of an USROC employee 
contributed to the injuries suffered by Mr. Cassianis. 

USROC and the County have agreed to settle the 
cross-complaint whereby USROC will pay the 
County the amount of $1,000,000. 

PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE $ 22,883 

PAID COSTS, TO DATE $ 9,827 
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CASE SUMMARY 

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION 

CASE NAME 

CASE NUMBER 

COURT 

DATE FILED 

COUNTY DEPARTMENT 

New Earth v. County of Los Angeles 

20STCV16487 

Los Angeles Superior Court 

April 30, 2020 

Probation Department 

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT $ 140,000 

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF STEPHEN J. TOMASULO 
Hill, Farrer & Burrill LLP 

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY TRUC LUU MOORE 
Principal Deputy County Counsel 

NATURE OF CASE This case involves allegations of breach of contract 
of New Earth's contract that was terminated by the 
County.  New Earth was to provide vocational 
rehabilition services for transition age youth (18-25).  
Due to the risks and uncertainties of litigation, a full 
and final settlement of the case is warranted. 

PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE $ 68,546.95 

PAID COSTS, TO DATE $ 23,113 
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CASE SUMMARY 

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION 

CASE NAME  Non-litigated Claims of Ofelia Gavito De Artiga, 
Mario Artiga, Joshua Artiga, and Kemper Insurance 
ASO Mario Artiga  

CASE NUMBER  N/A 

COURT  N/A 

DATE FILED  N/A 

COUNTY DEPARTMENT  Sheriff – North Patrol Division – Palmdale Station 

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT $ 75,525.85 

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF  N/A 

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY 
 

Joseph A. Langton 
Principal Deputy County Counsel 
Litigation Monitoring Division 
 

NATURE OF CASE 
 

These claims arise from a vehicle accident that 
resulted in bodily injury and property damage.  Due 
to the risks and uncertainties of litigation, a full 
settlement of the claim is warranted. 

PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE $ 0 

PAID COSTS, TO DATE $ 0 
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CASE SUMMARY 

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION 

CASE NAME 

CASE NUMBER 

COURT 

DATE FILED 

COUNTY DEPARTMENT 

Jorge Enrique Serrano Robles, Senior, et al. v.  
County of Los Angeles, et al. 

2:20-cv-06648-ODW-PLA

United States District Court 

December 19, 2019 

Sheriff's Department 

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT $ 400,000 

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF Humberto Guizar, Esquire 
Guizar, Henderson & Carrazco, LLP 

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY Jonathan McCaverty 
Principal Deputy County Counsel 

NATURE OF CASE This is a recommendation to settle for $400,000, 
inclusive of attorneys' fees and costs, a wrongful 
death and civil rights lawsuit filed by Decedent Jorge 
Serrano's parents arising out of a fatal deputy-
involved shooting in December 2019.  

Given the high risks and uncertainties of litigation, a 
reasonable settlement at this time will avoid further 
litigation costs.  The full and final settlement amount 
of $400,000 is recommended. 

PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE $ 740,651 

PAID COSTS, TO DATE $ 25,683 
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CASE SUMMARY 

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION 

CASE NAME 

CASE NUMBER 

COURT 

DATE FILED 

COUNTY DEPARTMENT 

S.S. (Stephen Santiago, a Minor), et al. v. County of 
Los Angeles, et. al. 

2:21-CV-07061

United States District Court 

October 4, 2021 

Sheriff's Department 

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT $ 580,000 

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF  Willford Law Corporation  

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY Timothy J. Kral, Principal Deputy County Counsel 

NATURE OF CASE This is a recommendation to settle this federal in-
custody death lawsuit for $580,000.00, inclusive of 
attorneys' fees and costs.  Plaintiffs Stephen 
Santiago, a minor through his guardian ad 
litem/mother, Tiffany Potts and Madeline Lopez, a 
minor through her guardian ad litem/mother, Nancy 
Lopez are the two minor children of the decedent, 
Dan Santiago, who was murdered by his cellmates 
in ("MCJ") on August 19, 2020.  Plaintiffs allege that 
deputies misclassified and improperly housed their 
father.  They further claim that jail staff 
demonstrated deliberate indifference with respect to 
his mental health needs and failed to protect him his 
cellmates who had a history of violence. 

Due to the high risks and uncertainties of litigation, a 
reasonable settlement at this time will avoid further 
litigation costs.  The full and final settlement of the 
case in the amount of 580,000 is recommended. 

PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE $ 15,393 

PAID COSTS, TO DATE $ 9,054 
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CASE SUMMARY 

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION 

CASE NAME Jamaal Williams v. County of Los Angleles, et al. 

CASE NUMBER 22STCV15327 

COURT Los Angeles Superior Court 

DATE FILED May 9, 2022 

COUNTY DEPARTMENT Sheriff's Department 

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT $ 40,000 

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF Faisal Gill, Esq. 

Gil Law Firm, LLP 

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY Millicent L. Rolon 
Principal Deputy County Counsel 

NATURE OF CASE 
This is a recommendation to settle for $40,000, 
inclusive of attorney's fees and costs, a state civil 
rights lawsuit filed by Jamaal Williams ("Plaintiff") 
alleging battery and negligence.  

Given the risks and uncertainties of litigation, a 
reasonable settlement at this time will avoid further 
litigation costs.  The full and final settlement of the 
case in the amount of $40,000 is recommended. 

PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE $ 17,977 

PAID COSTS, TO DATE $ 1,442 
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CASE SUMMARY 

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION 

CASE NAME 

CASE NUMBER 

COURT 

DATE FILED 

COUNTY DEPARTMENT 

Jonathan Aceves, et al. v. County of Los Angeles, et al. 

2:22-cv-00636

United States District Court 

January 28, 2022 

Sheriff's Department 

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT $ 700,000 

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF 

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY 

NATURE OF CASE 

Dale K. Galipo  
LAW OFFICES OF DALE K, GALIPO 

Millicent L. Rolon, Principal Deputy County Counsel 

This is a recommendation to settle for $700,000, 
inclusive of attorneys' fees and costs, a federal civil 
rights lawsuit filed by the three adult children of 
decedent Alfredo Aceves after he was fatally shot by 
a Los Angeles Sheriff's Department ("LASD") 
Deputy. 

Given the risks and uncertainties of litigation, a 
reasonable settlement at this time will avoid further 
litigation costs.  The full and final settlement of the 
case in the amount of $700,000 is recommended. 

PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE $ 113,205 

PAID COSTS, TO DATE $ 14,750 
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LOS ANGELES COUNTY CLAIMS BOARD 
 

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 
 

AUGUST 7, 2023 
 

1. Call to Order. 

The meeting of the Los Angeles County Claims Board was called to order at 9:37 a.m.  The 
meeting was held virtually with Claims Board Members participating in person and online.  Claims Board 
Members Adrienne M. Byers, and Oscar Valdez appeared in person and via video conference.  Chair 
Steve Robles was absent. 

 All other persons present at the virtual Claims Board meeting:  Kevin Engelien, Yuan Chang, 
Melissa McCaverty, Jonathan McCaverty, and Millicent Rolon appeared for the Office of the County 
Counsel.  Julia Kim, and Rachel Lara appeared for the Fire Department.  Renata Phillip, Shawnee 
Hinchman, Glenn Emery, Lezley Garcia, Alfred Reyes, Rick Rector, Edmundo Torres, Socorro Merchain, 
Daniel Martinez, Valerie Silgero, Johan Thrall, Angela Gonzalez, Israel Renteria, Mary De Bella, Thomas 
Kim, Edward Ramirez, Paul Bartlett, and John Haynes appeared for the Sheriff's Department.  Attorney 
J. Mira Hashmall appeared for Miller Barondess, LLP.  Attorney Christina Gasparian appeared for Hurrell 
& Cantrall, LLP. 
 
2. Opportunity for members of the public to address the Claims Board on items of interest 

within the subject-matter jurisdiction of the Claims Board. 

No members of the public appeared in person or telephonically. 
 

3. Closed Session – Conference with Legal Counsel – Existing Litigation 
(Government Code section 54956.9, subdivision (a)). 

At 9:39 a.m., Adrienne M. Byers convened the meeting in closed session to discuss the items 
listed below as 4(a) through 4(f). 
 

4. Report of Actions Taken in Closed Session. 

No members of the public were present to hear the reportable actions of the Claims Board. 

At 11:09 a.m., the Claims Board reconvened in open session via video conference and reported 
the actions taken in closed session as follows: 

a. Zhoie Perez v. County of Los Angeles, et al. 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. 20STCV15916 

 This civil rights lawsuit against the Fire Department alleges assault and battery. 

 Action Taken: 

 The Claims Board approved settlement of Item 4.a. in the amount of $49,500. 

 Vote: Ayes:  2 – Oscar Valdez, and Adrienne M. Byers 
 Absent: 1 – Steve Robles 
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b. Susana Perez v. County of Los Angeles et al. 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. 20STCV26560 

 This lawsuit arises from injuries allegedly sustained in an automobile accident involving a 
Sheriff's Department deputy. 

 Action Taken: 

 The Claims Board approved settlement of Item 4.b. in the amount of $22,000. 

 Vote: Ayes:  2 –Oscar Valdez, and Adrienne M. Byers 
 Absent: 1 – Steve Robles 

c. Non-Litigated Claims of Alejandro Mazariego and Hilda Sanchez  

 These claims seek compensation for alleged injuries and damages sustained as a result 
of an automobile accident with a Sheriff's Department sergeant. 

 Action Taken: 

 The Claims Board approved settlement of Item 4.c. in the amount of $33,240.04. 

 Vote: Ayes:  2 – Oscar Valdez, and Adrienne M. Byers 
 Absent: 1 – Steve Robles 

d. Michael Torossian v. Jerry Esparza, et al. 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. 21STCV21772 

 This lawsuit arises from injuries allegedly sustained in an automobile accident involving a 
Sheriff's Department deputy. 

 Action Taken: 

 The Claims Board recommended to the Board of Supervisors settlement  of Item 4.d. in 
the amount of $175,000. 

 Vote: Ayes:  2 – Oscar Valdez, and Adrienne M. Byers 
 Absent:  1 – Steve Robles 

e. Jorge Enrique Serrano Robles Senior, et al. v. County of Los Angeles, et al. 
United States District Court Case No. 2:20-cv-06648-ODW-PLA 

 This wrongful death and civil rights lawsuit against the Sheriff's Department arises from 
the fatal deputy-involved shooting of decedent. 

 Action Taken: 

 The Claims Board continued Item 4.e. to a future meeting. 

 Vote: Ayes:  2 – Oscar Valdez, and Adrienne M. Byers 
 Absent:  1 – Steve Robles 
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f. Jonathan Aceves, et al. v. County of Los Angeles, et al. 
United States District Court Case No. 2:22-cv-00636 

 This wrongful death and civil rights lawsuit alleges that decedent was fatally shot by a 
Sheriff's Department deputy. 

 Action Taken: 

 The Claims Board continued Item 4.f. to a future meeting. 

 Vote: Ayes:  2 – Oscar Valdez, and Adrienne M. Byers 
 Absent:  1 – Steve Robles 

5. Approval of the Minutes of the July 17, 2023, regular meeting of the Claims Board. 

 Action Taken: 
 
 The Claims Board approved the Minutes of the July 17, 2023, meeting. 
 

   Vote: Ayes:  2 – Oscar Valdez, and Adrienne M. Byers 
  Absent:  1 – Steve Robles 

6. Adjournment. 

 The meeting was adjourned at 11:12 a.m. 
 
 
     LOS ANGELES COUNTY CLAIMS BOARD 
 
 
 
     By  ___________________________________ 
            Derek Stane 
            Claims Board Secretary 
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	d. Michael Torossian v. Jerry Esparza, et al. Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. 21STCV21772
	This lawsuit arises from injuries allegedly sustained in an automobile accident involving a Sheriff's Department deputy.
	Action Taken:
	The Claims Board recommended to the Board of Supervisors settlement  of Item 4.d. in the amount of $175,000.
	Vote: Ayes:  2 – Oscar Valdez, and Adrienne M. Byers  Absent:  1 – Steve Robles
	e. Jorge Enrique Serrano Robles Senior, et al. v. County of Los Angeles, et al. United States District Court Case No. 2:20-cv-06648-ODW-PLA
	This wrongful death and civil rights lawsuit against the Sheriff's Department arises from the fatal deputy-involved shooting of decedent.
	Action Taken:
	The Claims Board continued Item 4.e. to a future meeting.
	Vote: Ayes:  2 – Oscar Valdez, and Adrienne M. Byers  Absent:  1 – Steve Robles
	f. Jonathan Aceves, et al. v. County of Los Angeles, et al. United States District Court Case No. 2:22-cv-00636
	This wrongful death and civil rights lawsuit alleges that decedent was fatally shot by a Sheriff's Department deputy.
	Action Taken:
	The Claims Board continued Item 4.f. to a future meeting.
	Vote: Ayes:  2 – Oscar Valdez, and Adrienne M. Byers  Absent:  1 – Steve Robles

	5. Approval of the Minutes of the July 17, 2023, regular meeting of the Claims Board.
	Vote: Ayes:  2 – Oscar Valdez, and Adrienne M. Byers   Absent:  1 – Steve Robles

	6. Adjournment.





