
  

HOA.1314441.1  

 

C O U N T Y  O F  L O S  A N G E L E S  
C L A I M S  B O A R D  

 

5 0 0  W E S T  T E M P L E  S T R E E T  

L O S  A N G E L E S ,  C A L I F O R N I A  9 0 0 1 2 - 2 7 1 3  

 
 

MEMBERS OF THE BOARD 

 

 John Naimo 
   Auditor-Controller 
 Steve Robles 
   Chief Executive Office  
 Patrick A. Wu 
   Office of the County Counsel 
 

 

NOTICE OF MEETING 

 The County of Los Angeles Claims Board will hold its regular meeting on 
Monday, November 2, 2015, at 9:30 a.m., in the Executive Conference Room, 
648 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration, Los Angeles, California. 
 

AGENDA 

1. Call to Order. 

2. Opportunity for members of the public to address the Claims Board on items 
of interest that are within the subject matter jurisdiction of the Claims Board. 

3. Closed Session – Conference with Legal Counsel – Existing Litigation 
(Subdivision (a) of Government Code Section 54956.9). 

a. Michael Haggerty v. County of Los Angeles 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. BC 530 146 
 
This lawsuit concerns allegations that an employee of the Sheriff's 
Department was subjected to racial discrimination; settlement is 
recommended in the amount of $165,000. 
 

b. Mohammad Taadolmaneshi v. County of Los Angeles 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. BC 533 694 
 
This medical malpractice lawsuit concerns allegations that Olive View 
Medical Center staff negligently caused injury to a patient during a 
medical procedure; settlement is recommended in the amount of 
$195,000, plus assumption of the Medi-Cal lien in the approximate 
amount of $4,000. 
(Continued from the meeting of October 19, 2015.) 
 
See Supporting Documents 
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c. Jesus Ruiz and Maria Ruiz v. County of Los Angeles 

Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. BC 506 092 
 
This medical malpractice lawsuit concerns allegations that Harbor-
UCLA Medical Center staff were negligent in managing a patient's 
medication levels thereby causing respiratory arrest, which led to a 
brain injury; settlement is recommended in the amount of $5,800,000, 
plus assumption of the medical liens in the approximate amount of 
$480,000. 
(Continued from the meeting of October 19, 2015.) 
 
See Supporting Documents 

 
d. Elizabeth Robbins v. County of Los Angeles 

Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. BC 478 353 
 
This lawsuit concerns allegations that an employee of the Fire 
Department was subjected to sexual harassment and retaliation; 
settlement is recommended in the amount of $75,000. 
  

4. Report of actions taken in Closed Session. 
 
5. Approval of the minutes of the October 19, 2015, regular meeting of the 

Claims Board. 
 

See Supporting Document 
 
6. Items not on the posted agenda, to be referred to staff or placed on the 

agenda for action at a further meeting of the Board, or matters requiring 
immediate action because of emergency situation or where the need to take 
immediate action came to the attention of the Board subsequent to the 
posting of the agenda. 

 
7. Adjournment. 



CASE SUMMARY

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION

CASE NAME Mohammad Taadolmaneshi v. County of Los
Angeles

CASE NUMBER BC 533694

C•

~~ ~

COUNTY DEPARTMENT

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY

NATURE OF CASE

PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE

PAID COSTS, TO DATE

HOA.1183263.1

Los Angeles County Superior Court

January 22, 2013

Department of Heath Services

$ 195,000 plus the County's assumption of the
Medi-Cal lien in the approximate amount of $4,000

Bruce Bunch, Esq.
Law Offices of Bruce Bunch

Narbeh Bagdasarian
Senior Deputy County Counsel

On January 22, 2013, Mohammad Taadolmaneshi,
a 28-year-old male, underwent a cardiac procedure
at Olive View Medical Center ("OVMC").

During the procedure, a vascular injury occurred.
The injury was later identified and treated.

Mr. Taadolmaneshi brought a medical malpractice
action against the County of Los Angeles alleging
that the OVMC staff performed the cardiac
procedure negligently.

$ 60,171.00

$ 23,130.00



Case Nama: 7aadoimaneshi, Mohammad #459

~~ c~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~ a~

The intent of this form is to assist department& in writing a corrective a
ction plan summary for a~achmant

to the sett{emen# dacurnents developed for the Board of Supervisors
 ar~dlnr the Gouttfy of Los Angetas

Giaims Board. "T'he summary should he a specifc overview of the
 claimsfl~wsuits' identified root causes

and corrQC~ive actions (status, tame gams, and responsibEe partyj. 
This summary does noE replace the

Corrective Action Plan form. 3f them is a question related #a confdentialifv, please ~ons~Et

County Counsel.

Date of incidenUevent:
January 22, 2013

Srie~y pravid~ a descrip#ion
Qf the irscident/event: ~~ ~1~nuary 22, 20'I3, Mohar~madTaadolmaneshi, a 2

8 year ~[d.male,

under~vent a cardiac procedure at Olive View Medics! Center { Q
VNlC'~.

During the procedure, a vascular finjttry occurred. Thy tnJury uvas Eater

identified and ireaEed.

Mr. Taadoimaneshi brought a medical malpractice action against
 the

County of Los Angeles aliegi~g that the OVMC staff performed the

csrdf~c procedure negligently.

1. Briefly descrbe the root eausefs) of the claimlaautsuit

VascutaC injury to the coronary ar#ary resui€ir~g in cardiac muscle
 damage.

2. Briefly.tlescrihe recommended corrective actions:
{Include each cosrentive aclton, due dale, respansibfe party, and any dis

ciplinary actions it appropiea#e)

• pV~1C Cardiology physician staff were provided instruction rsiated to 
EKG orders.

o The OVMG post-eardiaa oatheterizafson procedure orders were rr~ad3~
ted with respect to vital

signs rou~ina anri physician notification:

a The changes made by OVMC were referred to the DNS Ca;Biology-Sp
ecia4iy Warkgroup for

considerafion of adoption 4vithin ih~ oRCHlIJ system.

3. Are the corrective actions addressing depsrtment-wide system 
issues?

~ Yes —The collective actions address deparfinent-wide system
 issues.

❑ No—The corrective.actions ate only applEcabte to tY~e affecte
d parties,

gocument version: ~.~ (January ~D43) 
Pac~~ ~ of 2



County of Lns Arageies
5ur~~ary Corrective ~,~tic~ F!a€t

N01Tle: (Risk Management Coordinetar)

Signature: ~~te~
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i~ocument version: ~.t] (January 20~ 3) 1'~ge 2 of 2
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CASE SUMMARY

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION

CASE NAME

CASE NUMBER

COURT

DATE FILED

COUNTY DEPARTMENT

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY

NATURE OF CASE

PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE

PAID COSTS, TO DATE

HOA.1166616.1

Jesus Ruiz and Maria Ruiz v. County of Los Angeles

~.~•

Los Angeles Superior Court - Central District

May 2, 2013

Department of Health Services

$ 5,800,000, plus the County's assumption of the
Medi-Cal lien

Philip Michels, Esq.
Law Offices of Michels &Lew

Narbeh Bagdasarian,
Senior Deputy County Counsel

On August 8, 2012, Jesus Ruiz, a 36-year-old male,
underwent a surgical procedure at Harbor-UCLA
Medical Center ("HUMC"). After the procedure,
Mr. Ruiz received pain medications. Later Mr. Ruiz
experienced a respiratory arrest and, as a result,
suffered neurological injuries.

Mr. Ruiz filed a medical malpractice action against
the County of Los Angeles arguing that the HUMC
staff-were negligent in managing his medication
levels thereby causing the respiratory arrest which
led to his brain injury. Maria Ruiz, Mr. Ruiz's wife,
also brought an action for Loss of Consortium.

$ 82,480.00



Case Narrte: Ruiz, Jesus #3991
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The intent of this form is to assist deparfmanfs (n ovriting a corrective acfian plan sum►n~ry far attachment

to the. sei#lemant documents developed for the Board of Supervisors andlor the Gounty of 
Los Angeles

Claims Board. The summary should be a specific overview of the cfaimsliavirsufts' identified root 
causes

and corrective actions status, time frame, and raspansi6le party). This summary does not replace fhe

Corrective Action Pien farm. If there is a ques~on related fo confiden#iali~V, please consu[f

G4unry ~auns~l.

Date of incidentteven~ August 8, 2~1~ . ,•

Briefly provide a description d~ August 8, 2Qi2..lesus I~ulx, a 36 year oid t~tate, underwent a

of the ineIden~leven~ surgiea! proc:edura at Harbor UClA Medical Center ("HUMC'~. Afiter the

procedure, Mr. Ruiz received pain medications. Later Mr. Ruiz
experienced a respiratory arrest and as a result suffered neurafogicat
injuries.

i4tir. Ruiz filed a medical maipracfice action against the GQUnty o~ Loy

Angeles acgu€ng #h~tthe.WUMC staff was negligent fn managing hi$

me~licaUon levels fher~eby causing the r~spira#vry arrest which led #o his

brain injury. Marta Ruiz. Mr. Ruiz' wife, also bmagh~ an action for toss of

aansortiurtt. _

1. Briefly describe the trot aau~~fs} of•the c#aim/lavvsui~

ftespiratary arrest rescii~ing in permanen#brain d~r~age.

2. Briefly describe recommended corrective actions:
{Include each corrsetSve action, due date, responsible party, and ar+y diseipGnary actions if appropriaEe)

All epprapriafe personneF actions were #aken.
Harbor 11GLA revised their patienC es~ntrolled anesthesia (PCA~ policy and educated nursing

staff nn the changes.
e Harbor-tlCLA placed sEgnage ar+ PCA pumps and agave the patient's bed reiterating that tips

ACA pump is for patient use an1y.
~• pHS Patient Safety crgafed a standardized educational brochure 'sn multiple languages for

patients and Chair famt[ies about PCA medicaiian admin9sfration.

DHS PhaEmacy Affairs created medication gufdeline~ that vas shared with all DNS faci!(ties

related to eyuianaigesic opiate medication dosing.

D11S Patient Safety updated a continuing educa~on module available fa any DHS staff

member related io safe medicatson administration, incEuding the use aF PCA.

s DHS incorporated warnings in the electronic patient record regarding the concurrent ordering

of pain medicafsons.
m DHS.Pa#i~nf Safety confirrned tY~s purchase of standardized educational materials fc~r patients

and their families in the electronic merllca{ record related tv PGA use.

DHS is evaluating the purchase of PGA pumps, that have automatic stop functions when

respiratory eta#us may be compromised. . .

Documant version: 4.D (January 201 ~} Page 1 pP ~



County of Los Angeles
Summary Corrective Ac~iort Plan

3. Are the corrective act9ons addressing department-wide system issues?

6.~ Yes —The carr~ctiv2 actions address department wlde system issaes.

O Na — ~"he c~~rective aGlians are only applicable #o the affected parties.

{Vat1'iB: (Risk Managemsnt Coordinator]

Signature: ~ ~'---~ Data:

N8fp8: {peParhnent ead}

Signature: ~~~~ Date:

~~ ~ • (Risk Management Inspector General]

~ ~, ~ ~c~.,s~
signor
i~ ~ ,~^ _

bQCUment version: 4.0 (January 2Q13)



COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES CLAIMS BOARD

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING

OCTOBER 19, 2015

1. Call to Order.

This meeting of the County of Los Angeles Claims Board was called to order at
9:30 a.m. The meeting was held in the Executive Conference Room, 648 Kenneth Hahn
Hall of Administration, Los Angeles, California.

Claims Board Members present at the meeting were: Steve Robles and Patrick Wu, with Chair
John Naimo being absent.

Other persons in attendance at the meeting were: Office of the County Counsel: Joseph
Langton, Jonathan McCaverty and Narbeh Bagdasarian; Sheriff`s Department: Lt. Patrick
Hunter, Kevin Pearcy, and Donald Moore; Office of the District Attorney: Pamela Booth;
Department of Health Services: Ed Soto and Karen White; and Outside Counsel:
Michael D. Allen and Kenneth Maranga.

2. Opportunity far members of fihe public to address the Claims Board on items of
interest within the subject matter jurisdiction of the Claims Board.

No members of the public addressed the Claims Board.

3. Closed Session. — Conference with Legal Counsel — Existing Litigation
(Subdivision (a) of Government Code section 54956.9)

At 9:33 a.m., the Chairperson adjourned the meeting into Closed Session to discuss the
items listed as 4(a) through 4(e) below.

4. Report ~of actions taken in Closed Session.

At 11:25 a.m., the Claims Board reconvened in open session and reported the actions
taken in Closed Session as follows

a. Keion Kessee et al. v. County of Los Angeles, et al.
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. BC 573 250

This lawsuit concerns allegations of false arrest and excessive force by Sheriffs
Deputies.

Action Taken:

The Claims Board approved settlement of this matter in the amount of $60,000.

Vote: Ayes: 2 —Steve Robles and Patrick Wu
Absent: John Naimo, Chair

HOA.1310588.1



b. Obie Steven Anthony III v. County of Los Angeles, et al.
United States District Court Case No. CV 13-7224

This lawsuit alleges the County of Los Angeles and the District Attorney's Office
violated Plaintiff s civil rights by maintaining policies, practices, and customs of
failing to disclose exculpatory evidence to criminal defendants and presenting
fabricated evidence that resulted in Plaintiffs conviction and incarceration.
(Continued from the meeting of October 5, 2015)

Action Taken:

The Claims Board recommended to the Board of Supervisors the settlement of
this matter in the amount of $890,000.

Vote: Ayes: 2 —Steve Robles and Patrick Wu
Absent: John Naimo, Chair

c. Jane Doe, et al. v. County of Los Angeles, et al.
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. BC 518 005

This lawsuit alleges negligence by the Department of Health Services for
allegedly hiring, and retaining a physician that sexually molested a patient at a
Los Angeles County health clinic.

Action Taken:

The Claims Board recommended to the Board of Supervisors the settlement of
this matter in the amount of $1,300,000.

Vote: Ayes: 2 —Steve Robles and Patrick Wu
Absent: John Naimo, Chair

d. Mohammad Taadolmaneshi v. County of Los Angeles
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. BC 533 694

This medical malpractice lawsuit concerns allegations that Olive View Medical
Center staff negligently caused injury to a patient during a medical procedure;
settlement is recommended in the amount of $195,000, plus assumption of the
Medi-Cal lien in the approximate amount of $4,000.

Action Taken:

The Claims Board continued this item to the meeting of November 2, 2015.

Vote: Ayes: 2 —Steve Robles and Patrick Wu
Absent: John Naimo, Chair

HOA.1310588.1 Z



e. Jesus Ruiz and Maria Ruiz v. County of Los Angeles
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. BC 506 092

This medical malpractice lawsuit-concerns allegations that Harbor-UCLA Medical
Center staff were negligent in managing a patient's medication levels thereby
causing respiratory arrest, which led to a brain injury; settlement is recommended
in the amount of $5,800,000, plus assumption of the medical liens in the
approximate amount of $480,000.

.Action Taken:

The Claims Board continued this item to the meeting of November 2, 2015.

Vote: Ayes: 2 —Steve Robles and Patrick Wu
Absent: John Naimo, Chair

4. Report of actions taken in Closed Session.

The Claims Board reconvened in open session and reported the actions taken in Closed

Session as indicated under Agenda Item No. 3 above.

5. Approval of the minutes of the October 5, 2015, regular meeting of the Claims
Board.

Action Taken:

The Claims Board approved the minutes.

Vote: Ayes: 2 —Steve Robles and Patrick Wu
Absent: John Naimo, Chair

6. Items not on the posted agenda, to be referred to staff or placed on the agenda for

action at a further meeting of the Board, or matters requiring immediate action
because of emergency situation or where the need to take immediate action came

to the attention of the Board subsequent to the posting of the agenda.

No such matters were discussed.

7. Adjournment.

The meeting was adjourned at 11:30 a.m.

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES CLAIMS BOARD

Carol . Slosson
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