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Minimal Clutter Mild Clutter

A well-maintained and organized home. Living spaces are tidy, easily A generally clean and safe home with some visible mess. Small piles of
accessible, and free from obstructions. Exits are clear, and there are clutter may be present, but living spaces remain functional and

no plumbing or electrical issues. The home appears clean and accessible. Exits are clear, and all appliances are in working order. No
orderly, with proper ventilation and an appropriate number of pets. plumbing or electrical issues. The home has sufficient ventilation, no
No signs of excessive belongings or disarray. signs of mold, and an appropriate number of pets.

Moderate Clutter

Some areas of the home are becoming difficult to
navigate due to clutter. At least one major appliance is
out of order. One exit (door or window) is blocked.
There may be pet feces inside, overflowing garbage,
and mold growth. The ventilation system may not be
functioning properly. Essential rooms such as the
kitchen, bedroom, or living room may be partially or
entirely unusable due to clutter and disrepair.

Learn more about how to utilize harm reduction approaches to reduce clutter and increase safety

UPDATED 06-05-25



https://homeless.lacounty.gov/decluttering-information-center/

Severe Clutter

Living spaces are largely inaccessible due to excessive

clutter. Mildew is present on walls and other surfaces.

Piles of belongings block paths, leaving only narrow trails

for movement between rooms. Household functions are

significantly impaired. Exits may be obstructed, making it 0
difficult to leave in case of emergency. The environment
is unsanitary and potentially hazardous to health.

Extreme Clutter

The home is unlivable and poses severe health and safety risks.
Mold and mildew are widespread. Multiple fire hazards exist due to
excessive clutter and blocked exits. Animal waste and human feces
may be present due to plumbing failures. Infestations of rodents,
bed bugs, or other pests are likely. Structural damage is apparent,
and running water may be unavailable. Climbing or crawling may be
necessary to move through the space. Most, if not all, appliances
are nonfunctional, and emergency exits are severely obstructed.

Comments, Questions, or Feedback about this guide? Let us know
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https://forms.office.com/g/NSHdeDCsFL

