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The enactment of House Resolution (HR) 1 on July 4, 2025, and additional
changes to State regulations, present significant policy changes that impact
eligibility, reporting, and program requirements for both Medi-Cal and CalFresh
programs.

While some changes will take effect beginning November 2025, additional policy
changes will be implemented in 2026, 2027, and 2028. Changes related to Able
Bodied Adults Without Dependents (ABAWD) work requirements for CalFresh,
and those scheduled for implementation beyond January 2026 will be shared
separately as implementation occurs.

In response to these changes, the County of Los Angeles Board of Supervisors
directed the Department of Public Social Services (DPSS) to implement a
campaign to inform and prepare DPSS customers and the public about the
forthcoming changes and steps they can take to ensure they remain eligible to
continue receiving their Medi-Cal and CalFresh benefits.

The “Keep Your Benefits: Changes to Medi-Cal and CalFresh Programs”
Communications Toolkit addresses each of the changes occurring from
November 2025 through January 2026 and includes digital content for web,
email, and social media. Assets are available in English (EN) and nine additional
threshold languages: Armenian (AE), Cambodian (CA), Chinese (CH), Farsi (FA),
Korean (KO), Russian (RU), Spanish (SP), Tagalog (TA), and Vietnamese (VI).

DOWNLOAD ASSETS HERE

All content should be shared as soon as possible to ensure timely sharing and
posting. The content in this toolkit is valid through March 31, 2026, unless
otherwise specified.

DPSS appreciates the support of our County and community partners as we
work to mitigate the impacts of Medi-Cal and CalFresh policy changes on our
most vulnerable residents.

Questions about this toolkit may be directed to:
Gabriela Gomez, Public Information Specialist

gabrielagomez@dpss.lacounty.gov
(213) 432-7100



mailto:gabrielagomez@dpss.lacounty.gov
https://file.lacounty.gov/SDSInter/dpss/1199330_KeepYourBenefitsToolkit_3.31.26.zip

Medi-Cal: Application Deadline for Persons Without
Satisfactory Immigration Status
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MEDI-CAL
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IN 2026

Application Deadline for Full-Scope Medi-Cal for Individuals
19 years of age or older without satisfactory immigration status

Apply by December 31, 2025, to be evaluated for Full-Scope Medi-Cal.

Apply on or after January 1, 2026, and will only be evaluated for
Restricted-Scope Medi-Cal.

Don't miss this opportunity to get full-scope coverage: Apply today at
BenefitsCal.com!

FULL- SCOPE MEDI-CAL COVERS: RESTRICTED-SCOPE MEDI-CAL
e Doctor Visits COVERS:
Prescriptions ¢ Emergency care
Hospital Care ® Pregnancy-related services
Preventive Care

KEEP YOUR BENEFITS
Keep the support that supports you!
@® Apply for Medi-Cal at BenefitsCal.com.
Set reminders for Medi-Cal renewal due dates.
@ Sign-up and attend a Medi-Cal webinar.
Scan QR code to Learn More @ Follow DPSS on FB, IG, X, YouTube and TikTok

Learn more at dpss.lacounty.gov
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Application Deadline for Full-Scope Medi-Cal for

Individuals 19 years of age or older without
satisfactory immigration status
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Application Deadline for Full-Scope Medi-Cal
for Individuals 19 years of age or older without
satisfactory immigration status

Apply by December 31, 2025, to be evaluated for Full-Scope
Medi-Cal.

Apply on or after January 1, 2026, and will only be evaluated
for Restricted-Scope Medi-Cal.

Don't miss this opportunity to get full-scope coverage: Apply
today at BenefitsCal.com!
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MEDI-CAL COVERAGE RULES ARE CHANGING IN 2026

FULL- SCOPE MEDI-CAL COVERS:

e Doctor Visits
* Prescriptions
e Hospital Care
e Preventive Care

RESTRICTED-SCOPE MEDI-CAL COVERS:

* Emergency care
* Pregnancy-related services

KEEP YOUR BENEFITS
Keep the support that supports you!
@ Apply for Medi-Cal at BenefitsCal.com.
Set reminders for Medi-Cal renewal due dates.
@ Sign-up and attend a Medi-Cal webinar.
) Follow DPSS on FB, IG, X, YouTube and TikTok

Scan QR code to Learn More
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Medi-Cal: Reinstatement of Medi-Cal Asset Limits
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MEDI-CAL PROGRAM
RULES ARE CHANGING

Asset Limits are coming back!

STARTING JANUARY 1, 2026, ASSET
INFORMATION WILL BE REQUIRED TO DETERMINE
MEDI-CAL ELIGIBILITY FOR INDIVIDUALS WHO ARE:

e Age 65 and older;
e Disabled;
* In need of Long-Term Care.

Asset limits will be $130,000 for one person and
$65,000 for each additional family member, up
to 10 family members.

KEEP YOUR BENEFITS
Keep the support that supports you!

@ Ensure contact information is updated.
Set reminders for Medi-Cal renewal due dates.
@ Sign-up and attend a Medi-Cal webinar.
Follow DPSS on FB, IG, X, YouTube and TikTok

Scan QR Code to Learn More

Learn more at dpss.lacounty.gov
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INDIVIDUALS WHO ARE:

Age 65 and older | Disabled | In need of Long-Term Care
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MEDI-CAL PROGRAM

RULES ARE CHANGING

Asset Limits are coming back! [

STARTING JANUARY 1, 2026, ASSET
INFORMATION WILL BE REQUIRED TO DETERMINE
MEDI-CAL ELIGIBILITY FOR INDIVIDUALS WHO ARE:

e Age 65 and older;
« Disabled;
* In need of Long-Term Care.

Asset limits will be $130,000 for one person and
$65,000 for each additional family member, up to
10 family members.

KEEP YOUR BENEFITS
Keep the support that supports you!
@ Ensure contact information is updated.

Set reminders for Medi-Cal renewal due dates.
@ Sign-up and attend a Medi-Cal webinar.

Follow DPSS on FB, IG, X, YouTube and TikTok
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CalFresh: Changes to State Utility Assistance Subsidy (SUAS)
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Changes to Issuance of State Utility Assistance Subsidy
(SUAS) to allow Standard Utility Allowance Deduction

Effective 11/1/25, the State will implement a change as to which CalFresh Households (HH) will receive the
State Utility Assistance Subsidy (SUAS) in order to receive the Standard Utility Allowance. This change may
reduce or terminate some households’ CalFresh benefits.

To remain eligible to the SUA deduction, ensure you report your heating or cooling utility expenses if it is
separate from your shelter cost.

+» New households: This change will take effect at application starting November 1, 2025.
» Existing households: This change will take effect at your next renewal.

Visit the DPSS website for more information: https://dpss.lacounty.gov/en/food.html




CalFresh: Changes to State Utility Assistance Subsidy (SUAS)
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Changes to-Issuance of State Utility
Assistance Subsidy (SUAS) to allow
Standard Utility Allowance Deduction

Effective 11/1/25, the State will implement a change as to which
CalFresh Households (HH) will receive the State Utility Assistance
Subsidy (SUAS) in order to receive the Standard Utility Allowance. This
change may reduce or terminate some households’ CalFresh benefits.

To remain eligible to the SUA deduction, ensure you report your heating
or cooling utility expenses if it is separate from your shelter cost.

e New households: This change will take effect at application
starting November 1, 2025.

¢ Existing households: This change will take effect at your next
renewal.

Visit the DPSS website for more information:
https://dpss.lacounty.gov/en/food.html
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