




C O M M U N I T Y  P A R K S  A N D  R E C R E A T I O N  P L A N S  

TONIGHT’s MEETING 
1. About East LA 

 Existing Conditions  

 Park Needs 

 What we’ve heard from the Community 

2. Health and Safety  

3. Vision and Strategies 

4. Three Opportunity Sites 

 Site Conditions 

 Opportunities and Limitations 

5. Park Features 

6. Site Design Activity 

 



ABOUT EAST LA 
 

E A S T  L O S  A N G E L E S  

East Los Angeles Population: 126,496   

Los Angeles County Standard:  4 acres / 1,000 people  

 Total amount of open space needed in East Los Angeles: 506 acres 

 

Existing Park Acres:   75.54 acres 

 0.6 acres / 1,000 people 



WHERE ARE THE PARKS and WHO DO THEY SERVE? 
 

E A S T  L O S  A N G E L E S  



WHERE IS THE NEED? 
 

E A S T  L O S  A N G E L E S  



WHAT IS IN OUR PARKS 

E A S T  L O S  A N G E L E S  



COMMUNITY OUTREACH:  WHAT WE DID 

 

6 Stakeholder Meetings with 8 Organizations  

3 Focus Groups 

200 Community Surveys 

1 Community Workshop 

1 Community Bus Tour 
 

 
E A S T  L O S  A N G E L E S  



WHAT WE HEARD 
KEY ISSUES 

 Overcrowded parks  

 Lack of green landscaping and programming 

 Security issues (lighting and supervision) and maintenance  

 Need for improved communication between park staff and the 
community 

 Senior and Youth Programs  

 Cost of programming is too high, especially for families with several 
children. 

 
E A S T  L O S  A N G E L E S  

W H A T  W E  H E A R D  F R O M  Y O U  



COMMUNITY SUGGESTIONS 
 A new running/walking track around Calvary Cemetery, which many 

already use for exercise 

 More exercise programs and equipment (examples: bike lanes, 
fitness equipment, and Zumba classes) 

 Green projects that are also communal places:  plazas, placitas, and 
parklets 

 More volunteer opportunities and community investment in local 
parks 

 More open and frequent communication with park management 

E A S T  L O S  A N G E L E S  
W H A T  W E  H E A R D  F R O M  Y O U  



HEALTH &  SAFETY -  COMMUNITY INPUT  
SALUD Y  SEGURIDAD -  OPIN IONES DE LA COMUNIDAD  

 

 

 
  
 
 

E A S T  L O S  A N G E L E S  
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E A S T  L O S  A N G E L E S  
W H A T  W E  H E A R D  F R O M  Y O U  

HEALTH & SAFETY -  COMMUNITY INPUT CONTINUED
  

 

 

 
  
 
 



 

 

 

 
  
 
 

E A S T  L O S  A N G E L E S  
W h a t  w e  h e a r d  

COMMUNITY STEERING COMMITTEE (CSC)  
COMITÉ D IRECTIVO COMUNITARIO (CDC)  

 

 

 
  
 
 

Recommendations 
 

• Create more joint use agreements 
• Offer more low-cost programming  
• Volunteer opportunities for undocumented residents 
• Educational campaigns to hold park visitors responsible for 

their actions 
• Identify more opportunities for collaboration to increase 

benefits of volunteers 
• Stronger safety measures  
• Address the homeless population who live at the parks  
• Improve infrastructure 
• Reduce bureaucracy  
• Conduct more research  
• Keep a CSC structure in place as a permanent mechanism 

for community input 

 
 

      
      

       
    

     
        

     
      

    
       

      
       
       

       
 

       
    

   
   

   
       

         
    



COMMUNITY IDENTIFIED SITES 

E A S T  L O S  A N G E L E S  

W H A T  W E  
H E A R D  F R O M  

Y O U  



THEMES 
 Not enough green space 

 Community desires places to walk, run and exercise   

 Green spaces that are also gathering places 

 A history of fragmentation  

 Strong interest in community participation and 
ownership 

 
 
 

E A S T  L O S  A N G E L E S  
W H A T  W E  H E A R D  F R O M  Y O U  



SUMMARY OF NEEDS 
 
 
 

M O R E  
G R E E N  
S P A C E  

S P A C E S  T O   
P L A Y  

S P A C E S  T O  
G A T H E R  

S A F E  
S P A C E S  

SPACES 
FOR 
HEALTHY 
ACTIVITIES 

O P P O R T U N I T I E S  
T O  W A L K  

S P A C E S  F O R  
E X E R C I S E  A N D  

F I T N E S S  

I M P R O V E D  
E N V I R O N M E N T A L  

H E A L T H  



E A S T  L O S  A N G E L E S  

a park  
EVERY DAY/ 
Un parque 
Cada día 

A Vision for 
Green Space 

and 
Connections in 

East LA 
 

Una Visión para 
Espacios Verdes 
Y Connexiones 

En East LA 
 
 

OPEN SPACE VISION 



E A S T  L O S  A N G E L E S  

a park  
EVERY DAY 

A Vision for 
Green Space 

and 
Connections in 

East LA 

 Strategically acquire vacant lots for 
greening throughout the community.   

 Develop park nodes to support the 
community desire for exercise and 
fitness. 

 Emphasize greening along the Third 
Street corridor.  

 Create trails as to connect parks. 

 Partner with other agencies to 
increase overall green-space capacity.  

 Think creatively about currently 
underutilized spaces and develop 
for open space use.   

 
 

STRATEGIES 



PARKLAND OPPORTUNITIES 

E A S T  L O S  A N G E L E S  



SELECTING THE FIRST PROJECTS 

E A S T  L O S  A N G E L E S  

PRIORITY 
PROJECTS 

NEED 
 
SIZE 
 
TIMING 
 
OWNERSHIP 



FIRST PRIORITIES 

E A S T  L O S  A N G E L E S  



SITE 2 

E A S T  L O S  A N G E L E S  



SITE 2 

E A S T  L O S  A N G E L E S  
SITE CONDITIONS 
 

Total Size: 9.58 acres 



SITE 2 

E A S T  L O S  A N G E L E S  
CONTEXT AND CONNECTIONS 
 

SITE 
 

S a y b r o o k   
P a r k  



SITE 2 
 E A S T  L O S  A N G E L E S  

L o n g  c o n t i n u o u s ,  
g e n e r a l l y  f l a t  
c o r r i d o r  

 

S t r e e t  c r o s s i n g s  

 

U t i l i t y  
t o w e r s  w i t h  
f o u n d a t i o n  

SITE 2 



E A S T  L O S  A N G E L E S  
KEY OPPORTUNITIES 
 

A  l a r g e  g r e e n  c o r r i d o r  t h r o u g h  t h e  e a s t e r n  p a r t  o f  t h e  
n e i g h b o r h o o d  a n d  i m p r o v e  c o n n e c t i o n s  t o  S a y b r o o k  P a r k .  

F i t n e s s  n o d e s  a l o n g  t h e  r o u t e  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  o p t i o n s  f o r  
e x e r c i s e  

G a t h e r i n g  n o d e s  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  r e s t i n g  p l a c e s  

L i g h t i n g  a n d  s a f e t y  a m e n i t i e s  

P o c k e t s  o f  p l a y  z o n e s  c o u l d  b e  s u g g e s t e d  

P o t e n t i a l  l o n g  w a l k i n g  o r  r u n n i n g  t r a i l .   C r o s s w a l k s  a n d  
p e d e s t r i a n  a m e n i t i e s  m a y  b e  i n c l u d e d  

T r e e s  c o u l d  s h i e l d  t h e  u t i l i t y  c o r r i d o r ;  i n c r e a s e d  p l a n t i n g  
c o u l d  p r o v i d e  h a b i t a t  

SITE 2 



SITE 4 

E A S T  L O S  A N G E L E S  



SITE 4 

E A S T  L O S  A N G E L E S  
SITE CONDITIONS 
 

Total Size: 0.44 acres 

Size: 0.44 acres 

h i g h  
s i d e  

 
l o w  
s i d e  

 
d r i v e w a y  



SITE 4 

E A S T  L O S  A N G E L E S  
CONTEXT AND CONNECTIONS 
 

SITE 
 



SITE 4 

E A S T  L O S  A N G E L E S  
SITE ANALYSIS 
 

T o p  o f  h i l l  w i t h  v i e w  

 

S t e e p  s l o p e  



SITE 4 

E A S T  L O S  A N G E L E S  
SITE ANALYSIS 
 

V i e w  f r o m  t o p  

 
R e l a t i v e l y  f l a t  a r e a  

 



SITE 4 

E A S T  L O S  A N G E L E S  
KEY OPPORTUNITIES 
 

S m a l l ,  b u t  a  n e w  p o c k e t  p a r k  i n c r e a s e s  o v e r a l l  g r e e n  
s p a c e  i n  a n  a r e a .   I t  i s  o w n e d  b y  t h e  C o u n t y  s o  e a s y  t o  
c o n v e r t  s o o n .    

S t a i r s  o r  f i t n e s s  e q u i p m e n t  c o u l d  c r e a t e  a  s m a l l  
f i t n e s s  n o d e .    

B e n c h e s  a n d  t a b l e s  p l a c e d  a t  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  h i l l  w o u l d  
h a v e  a  n i c e  v i e w  o v e r  t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d  

T h e r e  c o u l d  b e  a  s m a l l  s e t  o f  c o m m u n i t y  g a r d e n  p l o t s  
a t  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  h i l l .    

L i g h t i n g  w o u l d  m a k e  t h e  s i t e  m o r e  a c c e s s i b l e .  
I n c r e a s e d  l i g h t i n g  a n d  s a f e t y  m e a s u r e s  s h o u l d  b e  
u t i l i z e d .    

T h e r e  i s  r o o m  f o r  a  s m a l l  p l a y g r o u n d  t h a t  c o u l d  a l l o w  
f o r  c h i l d r e n  t o  p l a y  w h i l e  a d u l t s  e x e r c i s e .    



TRAIL A 

E A S T  L O S  A N G E L E S  



E A S T  L O S  A N G E L E S  
SITE CONDITIONS 
 

Total Potential Length: 0.33 miles (1,740 feet) 
Elevation Change: approximately 87 feet  

TRAIL A 



E A S T  L O S  A N G E L E S  
CONTEXT AND CONNECTIONS 
 

TRAIL 
 

C i t y  T e r r a c e  
P a r k  

S e n i o r  
H o u s i n g  

TRAIL A 



E A S T  L O S  A N G E L E S  
SITE ANALYSIS 
 

C i t y  T e r r a c e  P a r k  

 

S t e e p  s l o p e  w o u l d  
n e e d  s w i t c h b a c k s  

 

TRAIL A 



E A S T  L O S  A N G E L E S  
KEY OPPORTUNITIES 
 

T h e  t r a i l  w o u l d  c r e a t e  n e w  a c c e s s  t o  C i t y  T e r r a c e  
P a r k  f r o m  t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d  t o  t h e  s o u t h .  I t  i s  o w n e d  
b y  t h e  C o u n t y  s o  e a s y  t o  c o n v e r t  s o o n .   

T h e  t r a i l  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  a  s t r e n u o u s  w a l k i n g  o r  
r u n n i n g  r o u t e  u p  t o  t h e  p a r k .    

E x i s t i n g ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  t r e e s  s h o u l d  b e  a v o i d e d  a n d  
r e t a i n e d  a l o n g  t h e  n e w  t r a i l  r o u t e .    

T h e  t r a i l  w i l l  p a s s  t h r o u g h  d e n s e  v e g e t a t i o n  a n d  
s h o u l d  b e  w e l l  l i t  f o r  s a f e t y .    

R e s t i n g  p l a c e s  a l o n g  t h e  t r a i l  w o u l d  m a k e  i t  e a s i e r  t o  
c l i m b .    

TRAIL A 



E A S T  L O S  A N G E L E S  

TOOLBOX 
OF PARK 
FEATURES 
 

SITE DESIGN 



E A S T  L O S  A N G E L E S  

Rubberized Surface 

DG path Stairs 

WALKING/RUN TRAIL 
Cons i de r a t i on s :   
 S u r f a c e  m a t e r i a l  

( o n e  t y p e ,  
m u l t i p l e  t y p e s )  
 

 M o d e s  
( p e d e s t r i a n ,  
b i k e ,  s k a t e  
b o a r d ,  h o r s e )  
 

 S t o p p i n g  
p o i n t s / r e s t i n g  
p l a c e s  

Asphalt  or Concrete Path 



E A S T  L O S  A N G E L E S  

Fitness Equipment 

Stationary Bicycles 

EXERCISE 
Cons i de r a t i on s :   
 S u r f a c e  m a t e r i a l  

 
 S i g n a g e  

 
 T y p e s  o f  

e x e r c i s e  
 

 W h e r e  w o u l d  
t h e y  b e  m o s t  
u s e d  

Exercise Nodes 



E A S T  L O S  A N G E L E S  

PATHWAYS 
Cons i de r a t i on s :   
 D i r e c t i o n  

 
 N o d e s  

 
 P u r p o s e  o f  p a t h  

( r u n n i n g ,  
w a l k i n g ,  b i k i n g )  
 

Meandering 

Arcing 

Linear 

Width Variability Hillside Trail 



E A S T  L O S  A N G E L E S  

Normand Park,  
Kinnear Landscape Architects 

East Rancho Dominguez Park 

Zürichhorn Playground, 
Vetschpartner Landscape Architects 

Con s i de r a t i on s :   
 S u r f a c e  m a t e r i a l  

 
 P l a y  e l e m e n t s  

 
 A g e  g r o u p s  

 
 A c c e s s i b i l i t y  

 
 F e a t u r e  c o l o r s  

 
 W a t e r  f e a t u r e s  

PLAY 

Brooklyn Bridge Park,  
Michael Van Valkenburgh 



E A S T  L O S  A N G E L E S  

Cons i de r a t i on s :   
 A r e  t h e r e  a n y  

a m e n i t i e s  
m i s s i n g  i n  
n e i g h b o r h o o d ?   

 

SPECIAL USES 

Skateboard or BMX Park 

Community Garden 



E A S T  L O S  A N G E L E S  

Cons i de r a t i on s :   
 A c c e s s  P o i n t s  

 
 S t y l e  o f  l i g h t i n g  

 
 S e c u r i t y  

c a m e r a s  
 

 V i s i b i l i t y  
 

 L i n e s  o f  s i g h t  
a n d  g o o d  
o b s e r v a t i o n  
p o i n t s  f o r  l a w  
e n f o r c e m e n t  

 

SAFETY 
Fence Lighting 



E A S T  L O S  A N G E L E S  

Cons i de r a t i on s :   
 T y p e s  o f  

s e a t i n g  
 

 T y p e s  o f  t a b l e s  
 

 A b i l i t y  t o  c o o k  
 

 S i t e  f u r n i t u r e  
n e e d s  ( b i k e  
r a c k s ,  t r a s h  a n d  
r e c y c l i n g ,  d o g i -
p o t s )  
 

 S h a d e  n e e d s  
 

GATHERING 

The Plaza at Harvard 
Stoss Landscape Urbansism 

Playful Shape 

Shading 

Metal  Wood 

Cooking 



E A S T  L O S  A N G E L E S  

Cons i de r a t i on s :   
 T r a i l h e a d  n e e d s  

 
 I n f o r m a t i o n a l  

n e e d s  
 

 I s  t h e  
c o m m u n i t y  
a l l o w e d  t o  
p o s t ?  

 

KIOSKS AND SIGNAGE 



E A S T  L O S  A N G E L E S  

Cons i de r a t i on s :   
 E v e r g r e e n  o r  

d e c i d u o u s  
 

 L a r g e  t r e e s  o r  
s m a l l  o n e s  
 

 F l o w e r s  
 

 G r a s s  
 

TREES AND PLANTING 

Naturalistic Planting Formal Planting 

Tree Types 

Native 

Multipurpose Lawn 



E A S T  L O S  A N G E L E S  

Cons i de r a t i on s :   
 T h e m e s  o f  t h e  

p i e c e  
 

 M e d i u m  ( m u r a l ,  
s c u l p t u r e ,  e t c . )  

ART 

Fitness Theme 

Interactive Piece Cultural Theme 



E A S T  L O S  A N G E L E S  

SITE DESIGN ACTIVITY 
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