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Service Area 2 Leadership Team Monthly Meeting
September 16, 2026
1:00 P.M. – 3:00 P.M
Virtual Meeting - Join the meeting now



	Agenda Items
	Discussion
	Action Item
	Person Responsible
	Due Date

	Welcome, Introductions, and Fellowship
	Chair John Hallowitz welcomed attendees to the Service Area 2 Leadership Team (SALT2) meeting. Meeting guidelines, interpretation services, and accessibility features were reviewed. Participants were welcomed, introductions were made, and attendees were reminded to complete the meeting sign-in form. The agenda was reviewed before proceeding with the meeting.
	 None
	Co-Chair
	Ongoing

	SALT 2 Chair Updates
	John Hallowitx shared updates from the Behavioral Health Commission, including implementation of the Behavioral Health Services Act (BHSA) and its impact on community engagement and planning efforts. He discussed changes to Community Planning Teams, future stakeholder engagement activities, funding updates, and the continued importance of community participation. Members were encouraged to remain engaged and share information with their respective organizations and communities.

	Continue stakeholder engagement and participation in Community Planning Team Activities.
	John Hallowitz
	Ongoing

	Department Updates 
	Antonio Banuelos provided Department of Mental Health updates, including BHSA implementation effort, expansion of Full-Service Partnership (FSP) and field-based services, and continued planning to improve access to behavioral health services throughout Service Area 2. Antonio also announced the upcoming opening of EMPATH Unit at Henry Mayo Hospital, which will expand access to urgent psychiatric care in the Santa Clarita Valley. Community members were encouraged to continue identifying service gaps and providing feedback to the Department. 

	Continue sharing community feedback and service needs with DMH.
	Antonio Banuelos.
	Ongoing

	Presentation: School Based Mental Health Services – Child & Family Guidance Center
	Jennifer Perez and Yvette Canles presented an overview of Child & Family Guidance Center’s School Based Mental Health Program. The presentation highlighted the agency’s history, mission, school-based behavioral health services, partnerships with local school districts, prevention and early intervention services, case management, therapy services, family engagement, and resources available to children, youth, and families throughout the San Fernando Valley and Antelope Valley. Presenters responded to questions regarding referrals, eligibility, and coordination with schools and community providers. 

	None
	Jennifer Perez & Yvette Canales
	N/A

	Presentation: LAUSD School Based Mental Health Services


	Lori Dudler presented an overview of LAUSD School Mental Health Services. Topics included the range of behavioral health services available within LAUSD Schools, referral processes, multidisciplinary collaboration, crisis response, prevention services, family engagement, and partnerships with community agencies to support student mental health and wellness. Questions from attendees were addressed following the presentation.
	None
	Lori Dudler
	N/A

	Open Discussion and Closing Remarks
	Members shared announcements, upcoming events, and community resources. Discussion included behavioral health services, community partnerships, and opportunities for continued collaboration among stakeholders. Participants were encouraged to distribute information regarding community events and available resources through the SALT network.


	Continue sharing community resources and announcements. 
	Committee Members
	Ongoing

	Closing
	John Hallowitz thanked attendees for their participation. The meeting concluded with closing remarks, and Family Time continued following adjournment for participants wishing to remain for additional networking and discussion. 



	None
	Co-Chairs(s)
	N/A

	
Respectfully submitted by, 
Valeria Barba, Community Health Worker
Los Angeles County Department of Mental Health 
Service Area 2 Administration 
Attendees:      83          

	





