Los Angeles County Department of Mental Health API Underserved Cultural Communities (UsCC)
Subcommittee Meeting Minutes Monday, 5/18/2026, 2:00 pm - 4:00 pm

	

	Present: Tuan Nguyen, Violeta Leones, Yailin Noriega, Samantha Yu, Rhonda Leier, Dr. Chiyah Lawrence, Dr. Carla Jaramillo, Blanca Watson, Terry Villanueva, Raymond L Menefee, Mariko Kahn, Rosario Ribleza, JR Kuo, Sun Lim Kerry Chhay, Richer San, Sheila Wu, Dewayne Hervey Carrie Zhang, Emily Robinson, Belinda Rabano, Sithea San, Sanghak Kan, Yue Hua Xu, Sheetal Ayyatan. 
	
	
	
	


CART Captioner: Richard.
DMH Admin: Dr. Anna Yaralyan, Dr. Jessica Wiechec.

	Agenda Items
	Comments/Discussion/Recommendations/Conclusions

	Welcome & Introductions
	Co-Chairs and Subcommittee Members

	Land Acknowledgment
& Community Agreement
	Co-Chairs, Anna Yaralyan
LA County Land Acknowledgment: https://lacounty.gov/government/about-la-county/land-acknowledgment/

	Review of Meeting Minutes
	The meeting minutes of 4/27/2026 API USCC Subcommittee meeting were reviewed and approved with certain modifications in terms of added meeting participant names. Motion to approve by Mariko Kahn and seconded by Violeta Leones.  

	DMH Updates
	Jessica Wiechec and Rosario Ribleza provided DMH updates:

· Jessica Wiechec reported that May is mental Health Awareness Month, as result LACDMH is providing many Take Action mental health events in the community.   Take Action events are designed to promote community wellness, reduce mental health stigma, and increase access to resources through interactive, local gatherings.  Dr. Wiechec urged API USCC subcommittee members to participate in the Take Action events. 

· Behavioral Health Commission meetings are happening every month, on the second Tuesday of the month, so our next one is going to be on June 11th, 2026.  Dr. Wiechec urged API USCC subcommittee members to participate with their feedback and suggestions. 


· Rosario Ribleza reported that she is the analyst assigned to this API USCC Subcommittee and she is a member of it herself.  The Los Angeles County Behavioral Health Commission conducted a public hearing on the BHSA integrated plan draft last April 9th, from 10am to 1:30pm, at the DMH headquarters.  The meeting was open to the public.  Currently we are waiting for feedback from the Behavioral Health Commission on the BHSA draft. The Board of Supervisors will officially hear the board letter about the integrated plans this coming June.  Effective July 1st, 2026, Behavioral Health Services Administration will officially begin its implementation.  The next Behavioral Health Services Act Community Planning Team Meeting will be on Tuesday, June 9th, 9:30AM.  

· API USCC Subcommittee members expressed gratefulness for the information provided.



	 API USCC Subcommittee Capacity Building Projects!

	Dr. Jessica Wiechec informed the API Subcommittee that the Community Resilience API USCC Capacity Project will be cancelled as the Vendor closed its agency. The Vendor will not be able to continue with the project due to having medical issues.  We tried other ways to continue the project, however, since the project curriculum was not completed, there isn’t enough time to complete all the deliverables of the project by the end of this fiscal year. 

 


	API Co – Chair elections! 
	Discussed Co-Chair elections.  The API USCC Subcommittee members have an opportunity to apply for a Co-Chair position for the next two years.  API USCC Subcommittee co-chairs Violeta Leones and Tuan Nguyen are interested in continuing their Co-Chair position.  
Anna Yaralyan will send out an email to inquire if anyone else is interested in running for API USCC Co-Chair starting July, 2026.  Those who may be interested in the position must reply by 6/14/2026.  In case no one else is interested to run at this time, current co-chairs will continue their Co-Chair positions. 
Co-Chair duties may include, but are not limited to the following:
1. Facilitate the monthly API USCC meetings.
1. Assist with the recruitment of the USCC Subcommittee meeting presenters based on community needs, and participants for capacity building projects for community driven mental health projects. 
1. Participate in the USCC meeting Community Behavioral Health Meetings, & CCC/USCC Leadership meetings.
1. Meet with the USCC liaison to review and approve the monthly API USCC Meeting Agenda. 
Please Note:
1. To qualify to be a Co-Chair, the person must be a member with voting privileges (must consistently attend either in person or by phone the group’s regular, public meetings – 50% in the previous nine (9) consecutive months from the voting date) prior to election.
1. Once elected, UsCC Co-Chairs are expected to attend at least 75% of the scheduled Subcommittee meetings. 
Co-Chairs cannot serve more than two consecutive terms in a row (4 years) under any circumstances.
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	Labor Acknowledgement
	Dr. Jessica Wiechec read the Labor Acknowledgement

	Next Meeting is scheduled for: Monday, 6/22/26 (2:00 pm-4:00 pm).

more information about the API UsCC, please see its website:
://dmh.lacounty.gov/about/mhsa/uscc/asian-pacific-islander-api-
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