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MEASURE OF AMERICA

Measure of America, a nonpartisan project of the nonprofit Social Science Research 
Council, provides easy-to-use, methodologically sound tools for understanding well-
being and opportunity in America. 

Through reports, online tools, and evidence-based research, Measure of America 
works with partners to breathe life into numbers, using data to identify areas of need, 
pinpoint levers for change, and track progress over time.



Human development is about the real freedom 
ordinary people have to decide who to be, what to 
do, and how to live. 

HUMAN DEVELOPMENT IS AN ALTERNATIVE TO 
MONEY METRICS LIKE GDP
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HOW IS HUMAN DEVELOPMENT MEASURED?

political participation

sustainable environment

respect of others

digital access self-expression

equality before the law

religious freedom

voice and autonomy

family and communityphysical safety
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• The LA County Department of Mental Health—needs assessment & planning

• Served as a model for the Los Angeles County (ARDI) State of Black Los Angeles report series

• First 5 LA used the “5 LA County” framework + findings to advocate for universal pre-K 

• City of LA workforce development sites relocated based on need using the neighborhood HDI 
scores as a guide and used as key part of procurement decisions 

• Community Development Commission—assessment of impediments to housing access and 
compliance with the Fair Housing Act

PORTRAIT OF LA COUNTY 2017: SOME IMPACTS

• LA County Healthy Design Workgroup—design a place-
based equity pilot in local communities like Florence-
Graham.

• The Department of Recreation and Parks—development 
of its new operational strategic plan to expand park 
access and programming



Supervisor Hilda Solis cites A Portrait of LA County during a discussion of rent control

PORTRAIT OF LA COUNTY 2026
Provide a well-being snapshot and track change over time for 140 
localities (from 2015 to 2023) and for racial and ethnic groups, women 
and men, and US-born and immigrant Angelenos

Incorporate qualitative information and perspectives gleaned from 
facilitated group discussions and data gallery walks in five selected 
neighborhoods and three Countywide groups

Spotlight the needs of specific populations, such as Angelenos who 
are experiencing mental illness, are justice involved, or are unhoused

Produce report that synthesizes these analyses in ways that can 
inform equitable policymaking and resource allocation and meet the 
needs of our key stakeholders



Supervisor Hilda Solis cites A Portrait of LA County during a discussion of rent control

DATA WALKS

• 70 people across two in-person data walks in Long Beach 
and the Antelope Valley

• 350-400 people across virtual data walks
• LA Opportunity Youth Collaborative & LGBT Center

I love First 5 because 
[of] the idea to have 
education, early 
education, that’s what 
it’s all about, 
education. And if we 
all make the effort to 
drive that, focus that 
into those kids, the 
youth, the people in 
the early stage, to 
have knowledge about 
how to live healthy, 
mentally, physically 
and economically…I 
think that should be a 
priority for us as 
parents and as a 
community.

South LA resident



Supervisor Hilda Solis cites A Portrait of LA County during a discussion of rent control

DATA WALK TAKEAWAYS

– LGBT residents

• Unreliable public transportation
• Benefits for older Angelenos
• Pathways to career opportunities

• Rising housing costs
• Mental health
• Childcare affordability

One issue is the price of rent going up and up and wages aren’t. I think everybody kind of dealing with that. Even in 
my community, a lot of people having to move because they can’t afford where they’ve been staying at for years. 
So. Yeah, that’s one thing I noticed.



Voices by Conversation

Voices of Los Angeles Insights Voices About



WHAT DOES THE HUMAN 
DEVELOPMENT INDEX REVEAL?

Slide has 
already been 

translated.



HDI COMBINES HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND EARNINGS INDICATORS
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10,000 
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Foreign Born US Born
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