LOS ANGELES COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH

Access for All UsCC Minutes
March 12, 2025
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Microsoft Teams Meeting

Attendees: Héctor Manuel Ramirez (co-chair), Maria Elena Arauco, Carlos Benavides, Olina Bishop, Daneta Calderon-
Vital, Talia Cohen, Cody Hanable, Amy Kay, Bea Leung, Grace Leung, MargaretAnn Mendenhall, Junko Nagamatsu,
Roxanna Napoles, Naomi Navor, Maria Tan, Gabriela Velasquez, Irma Velasquez, Jennifer Yates

DMH staff: Alex Elliott, Jennifer Alquijay, Keianna Crenshaw, Andrea Grimes, Cintia Huitzil, Martin Jones, Laura Kerr,
riku Matsuda, Martha Ortiz, John Palacio, Tracy Tisino, Andrea Grimes, Yailin Noriega, Suyapa Umanzor, Keith Wells

Interpreters and captioner: Alex (Spanish), Lucy (Spanish), Sharon (ASL), Darcy (ASL), Rhonda (CART)

Agenda Items Discussion and Recommendations

Welcome and Disability |Co-chair Héctor Manuel Ramirez welcomed participants, provided a visual description, and
Etiquette shared the disability etiquette.

Land Acknowledgment Héctor read the land acknowledgment.

Approve March Meeting |[Héctor called for a motion to approve the December meeting minutes. Daneta Calderon-
Minutes Vital motioned to approve, seconded by Irma Velasquez.

Community Introductions |Héctor facilitated introductions and shared that Access for All UsCC is a safe space for
people to come as they are with their whole selves and multiple identities. Some folks
shared for the first time.

DMH Updates Dr. Jennifer Alquijay provided a brief update on the status of the three active and one
pending capacity-building project. She also encouraged members to participate in the
BHSA Community Planning Team meetings to represent the Access for All community.
Meetings are held in a hybrid format. Héctor pointed out that St. Anne’s is not an
accessible space.




Co-chair Update &
Nominations

Héctor opened the meeting to accept nominations for the co-chair position. Two
nominees withdrew their names, citing the time commitment required for multiple
mandatory meetings, which includes attending 75% of five monthly meetings and
participating in an annual orientation. No new nominations were submitted. Héctor
called this a "chilling effect" and led a discussion about the expectations for the role. Dr.
Alquijay agreed to share this feedback with the BHSA Team for their consideration.

Capacity Building Project
Brainstorming 2025-2026

In the coming months, we will finalize the Capacity Building Projects for 2025-2026.
Everyone is encouraged to share their ideas during the brainstorming session at the
next meeting.

Community Updates

Héctor expressed the need for solidarity and resource sharing at this time.
Folks reflected on their experiences at this year’s Abilities Expo.

Labor Acknowledgment

riku Matsuda read the labor acknowledgement.

Closing

Héctor thanked participants and invited everyone to the next meeting on April 9, 2025.



https://dmh.lacounty.gov/event/access-for-all-uscc-meeting-apr-9-2025/

