
 

LOS ANGELES COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH 

Access for All UsCC Minutes 
February 12, 2025 

10:00 AM – 12:00 PM 
Microsoft Teams Meeting 

 
Attendees: Héctor Manuel Ramírez (co-chair), Maria Elena Arauco, Carlos Benavides, Olina Bishop, Wendy Cabil, 
Dallian Carter, Daneta Calderon-Vital, Racquel Decipeda, Bea Leung, Grace Leung, Ismael Maldonado, Samantha 
Mam, Thomas Martin, Naomi Navor, MargaretAnn Mendenhall, Ja’Nean Palacios Lourdes Rabello, Lindsey Richard, 
Isabella Rodriguez, Fran Sereseres, Maria Tan, Gabriela Velasquez, Irma Velasquez, Jennifer Yates 
 

DMH staff: Anna Yaralyan, Alex Elliott, Jennifer Alquijay, Keianna Crenshaw, Blanca Gonzalez, Evelyn Espinoza, 
Andrea Grimes, Cintia Huitzil, riKu Matsuda, Martha Ortiz, John Palacio, Tracy Tisino, Andrea Grimes, Yailin Noriega, 
Suyapa Umanzor, Vicky Yue Hua Xu 
 
Interpreters and captioner: Alex (Spanish), Lucy (Spanish), Sharon (ASL), Mara (ASL), LaDawna (CART) 
 
Agenda Items Discussion and Recommendations 
Welcome and 
Disability Etiquette 

Co-chairs Héctor Manuel Ramírez welcomed participants, provided visual descriptions of 
themselves, and shared disability etiquette. 

Land 
Acknowledgment 

Héctor read the land acknowledgment.  

Guest speaker: 
Thomas Martin, 
Executive Director of 
CalABLE 

Presentation by Thomas Martin, Executive Director of CalABLE 
- CalABLE is a tax-advantaged savings and investment program aimed at helping people with 
disabilities achieve their financial goals. 
- The program supports individuals receiving benefits like SSI, ensuring they can save money 
without losing eligibility. 
- Accounts can be opened and maintained regardless of age, but disabilities must have started 
before the age of 26 (this will expand to age 46 starting next year). 
- Individuals must meet at least one of two criteria: 
- Be eligible for Supplemental Security Income (SSI) or Social Security Disability Insurance 
(SSDI). 
- Have a disability included in the Social Security Administration’s list of compassionate 

https://calable.ca.gov/
https://calable.ca.gov/


 

allowances (blue book listing). 
- Over 13,000 account holders; however, this is a small fraction of the potential beneficiaries. 
- The goal is to make more people aware of CalABLE to enhance utilization in the disability 
community. 
- Money in the CalABLE account can be used for qualified expenses, including education, 
housing, and transportation. 

Approve December 
Meeting Minutes 

Héctor called for a motion to approve the December meeting minutes. Maria Elena Arauco 
motioned to approve, seconded by Racquel Decipeda. The motion passed with no objection. 

Community 
Introductions 

Héctor facilitated an icebreaker and round of introductions. Community members shared 
answers to the question, “What supports you right now?”  

DMH Updates Dr. Jennifer Alquijay announced DMH’s disaster relief efforts related to the wildfires. She 
shared the timeline for the capacity building projects for 25-26. The goal is to brainstorm as 
soon as possible and have projects ready to bid in July. 

Co-chair Update & 
Nominations 

Héctor facilitated a round of nominations for co-chair. Staff reviewed co-chair eligibility and 
expectations from the bylaws. Final nominations will be allowed before the vote at the 
meeting on March 12. 

Community Updates Everyone is encouraged to attend the free event Abilities Expo Los Angeles | The Event for 
People with Disabilities- March 7-9. 

Labor 
Acknowledgment 

riKu Matsuda read the labor acknowledgement. 

Closing Héctor thanked participants and invited everyone to the next meeting on Mar. 12, 2025. 

 

https://www.abilities.com/los-angeles
https://www.abilities.com/los-angeles
https://dmh.lacounty.gov/event/access-for-all-uscc-meeting-mar-12-2025/

