
S.P.I.R.I.T. Series
Spirit Protectors Inspire Resilience in Tradition

P i n k  Bo i  |  Joaqu in  Caro  |  Eden  Luna



Mission and Values
Empower  Two  Sp i r i t  and  I nd igenou s  r e la t i ve s
to  exe rc i s e  s e l f  de t e rm ina t i on  t h rough  a r t s ,

s t o ry t e l l i ng ,  and  co l l ec t i v i sm .

F r e edom |  Co l l e c t i v i sm  |  S e l f  Accoun t ab i l i t y

Th i s  s e r i e s  w i l l  o f f e r  t he  oppor t un i t y  t o  coun te rac t
t he  v i o l ence  a t  t he  i n t e r s ec t i on  o f  co lon ia l i sm
and  quee rne s s  t o  c rea te  sac red  con ta i ne r s  o f

i n t e rgene ra t i ona l  r e la t i on sh ip s  t o  enhance  sen se
o f  be long ing  and  agency  ove r  one ’ s  cu l t u re .  



Two Spirit

Two  Sp i r i t  de sc r i be s  an  i nd igenou s  pe r son  who
expre s se s  t he i r  gende r  i den t i t y ,  sp i r i t ua l  i den t i t y ,

and  soc ia l  ro l e  i n  a  t rad i t i ona l  non -we s t e rn  way .  

I t  wa s  deve loped  i n  t he  1990 ' s  by  I nd igenou s
ac t i v i s t s  t o  un i f y  t r i ba l  t rad i t i on s  t ha t  h i s t o r i ca l l y

embraced  d i ve r s i t y  and  f l u i d i t y  o f  gende r  and
sexua l  o r i en ta t i on .  Each  t r i ba l  commun i t y  ha s

un ique  cu l t u re ,  l anguage  and  p rac t i ce s
a s soc ia t ed  w i t h  two - sp i r i t  i nd i v idua l s .  



Sou rce :  T ran sgende r  Law Cen te r  ( T LC )

S ince  1990 ,  t he re  we re  a t  l ea s t  25 t ran s  and  
Two-Sp i r i t  I nd igenou s  peop le  k i l l ed  o r  m i s s i ng .  

The  ave rage  o f  dea th  o r  d i sappearance  was  27 .  

T LC  u se s  t he  language  “ v i o l en t l y  k i l l ed ”  becau se
“murde r ”  i s  a  l ega l  de s igna t i on .  Many  o f  t he se

ca se s  r ema in  un so lved .



Sou rce :  The  Fenway  I n s t i t u t e

Post- colonialism
Disparities

Seizure of land and
sovereignty issues
Historical Trauma
Depression, PTSD, Suicidality,
Intimate Partner Violence
Poverty
HIV/AIDS

Protective Factors

Sense of belonging and
cultural continuity

Indigenous healing and
spirituality, and kinship
networks



1 s t  Sa tu rday :  I n -pe r son  s k i l l  s ha re  wor k shop
V i r t ua l  d rop- i n s  eve ry  week  a f t e r  t o  p rac t i ce
and  soc ia l i z e

S.P.I.R.I.T Series

MONTH 01 B EAD ING

NATURAL  DY E ING

DRUMMING

POETRY

WEAVING

DANCE

PROGRAM SHOWCASE !

MONTH 02

MONTH 03

MONTH 04

MONTH 05

MONTH 06

Th i s  6  mon th  s e r i e s  w i l l  o f f e r  t he
oppor t un i t y  f o r  two - sp i r i t  and  i nd igenou s
peop le  t o  bu i l d  k i n sh ip  w i t h  each  o the r ,
and  w i t h  e lde r/ teache r s  who  fac i l i t a t e
each  s k i l l  s ha re .  A t  t he  end  o f  t he
p rogram ,  pa r t i c i pan t s  s howcase  t he i r
c rea t i ve  cu l t u ra l  p rac t i ce  and  t rad i t i on .  

Schedule



So ’oh  Sh ina l i
S i s t e r  P ro j ec t

Commerce ,  CA

The  Chap te r  Hou se
Echo  Pa r k ,  CA

Ear t h lodge  Cen te r
Long  Beach ,  CA



You  w i l l  be  i nve s t i ng  i n :
( 15 )  Two  Sp i r i t  peop le  and  i nd igenou s  peop le
be tween  t he  18 -35 year s  o ld  i n  LA Coun ty  
I ncen t i ve s  f o r  i n -pe r son  and  v i r t ua l
a t t endance
(6 )  Two  Sp i r i t  and  I nd igenou s  t eache r s
compensa t i on
(2 )  P rog ram Coord ina to r s  compensa ted
T ran spo r ta t i on  (Ube r/ Ly f t  vouche r s )
Supp l i e s  f o r  cu l t u ra l  and  t rad i t i ona l
p rac t i ce s
Food  fo r  i n -pe r son  ga the r i ng s  and  p rogram
showcase  f ea tu r i ng  t he  cohor t ’ s  c rea t i ve
cu l t u ra l  t rad i t i ona l  p rac t i ce  

S.P.I.R.I.T Investment



S E L F  D E T E RM INAT ION

SP I R I TUAL I TY  AND CR EAVI I TY

K INSH I P  NETWORK

R ES I L I ENCE

Deve lop  deepe r  connec t i on s  w i t h  o the r  two
sp i r i t  and  o the r  i nd igenou s  r e la t i ve s  t o  c rea te
sa fe t y  ne twor k s  t o  l ean  on  i n  t u rbu len t  t ime s .  

R e -connec t i on  w i t h  t rad i t i ona l  p rac t i ce s ,
c r ea t i ve  a r t s ,  va lue s  t ha t  up l i f t s  and  fo r i f y
one ’ s  sp i r i t  and  co l l ec t i ve  sp i r i t .  

I n c rea se  s en se  o f  s e l f  va lue  and  se l f  l ove  to
be  empowered  to  up l i f t  t he i r  own  commun i t i e s .

E xe rc i s e ,  p rac t i ce ,  and  c rea te  sa f e t y  w i t h  you r
k i n  and  ge t  c rea t i ve  w i t h  on  you r  r e sou rce s
and  s k i l l s .  

Projected Outcomes 



Thank you for investing
in two-spirit lives!


