
Approval to enter into two grant agreements with the State of California, Mental Health Services 
Oversight and Accountability Commission for the Senate Bill 82 Investment in Mental Health 
Wellness Act of 2013 Round 2 Adult and Child Triage Grant awards.

SUBJECT

June 19, 2018

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012
 
Dear Supervisors:

APPROVAL TO ENTER INTO TWO GRANT AGREEMENTS WITH 
THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA, MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES OVERSIGHT 

AND ACCOUNTABILITY COMMISSION FOR MENTAL HEALTH WELLNESS 
ACT OF 2013 ROUND 2 ADULT AND CHILD TRIAGE GRANT AWARDS 

FOR FISCAL YEARS 2018-19 THROUGH 2020-21
(ALL SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICTS)

(3 VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE BOARD:

1. Authorize and direct the Director of Mental Health (Director), or his designee, to prepare, sign, and 
execute an Agreement, substantially similar to Attachment I, with the State of California (State), 
Mental Health Services Oversight and Accountability Commission (MHSOAC) for the Investment in 
Mental Health Wellness Act of 2013 Round 2 Adult Triage grant award, Agreement No. 
17MHSOAC041, in the amount of $24,877,879. The term of the Agreement is upon execution by 
June 30, 2018, through June 30, 2021. 

2. Authorize and direct the Director, or his designee, to prepare, sign, and execute an Agreement, 
substantially similar to Attachment II, with the State MHSOAC for the Investment in Mental Health 
Wellness Act of 2013 Round 2 Child Triage grant award, Agreement No. 17MHSOAC061, in the 
amount of $19,489,116. The term of the Agreement is upon execution by June 30, 2018, through 
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June 30, 2021. 

3. Delegate authority to the Director, or his designee, to prepare, sign, and execute future 
amendments to the Adult Triage Grant, Agreement No. 17MHSOAC041, and the Child Triage Grant, 
Agreement No. 17MHSOAC061, to: 1) reflect revisions required by the State or non-material 
revisions requested by either party to the award’s terms and conditions; 2) allow for the rollover of 
unspent funds; 3) extend the term of the award agreement after the expiration of its original term; 
and 4) provide for an increase in funding, subject to review and approval as to form by County 
Counsel and notification to your Board and the CEO after execution of each amendment.

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

On March 27, 2018, the MHSOAC approved a Triage Grant award for DMH. Execution of this 
Agreement with State MHSOAC will support the implementation of Adult Outreach Triage Teams 
(OTT) in each Service Area (SA) that will provide support and linkage to appropriate levels of care 
and proactively work with clients and families to avoid the need for inpatient psychiatric 
hospitalization.

On April 26, 2018, the MHSOAC approved a second Triage Grant award for DMH that focuses on 
children. Execution of this Agreement with State MHSOAC will support the implementation of Child 
Outreach Triage Teams (COTT) in each SA. The field-based teams will provide support and linkage 
to children and their families in an effort to intervene as quickly as possible to potential crisis 
situations. The COTT teams will take action to address client and family needs aimed at averting 
emergent crises and involuntary psychiatric hospitalizations.

Board approval of Recommendation 1 will allow DMH to enter into an agreement with the State 
MHSOAC for $24,877,879 to implement the Adult Triage Grant award.

Board approval of Recommendation 2 will allow DMH to enter into an agreement with the State 
MHSOAC for $19,489,116 to implement the Child Triage Grant award. 

Board approval of Recommendation 3 will allow DMH to amend both the Adult Triage Grant, 
Agreement No. 17MHSOAC041, and Child Triage Grant, Agreement No. 17MHSOAC061, to reflect 
revisions requested by either party, allow for the rollover of funds, adjust the term and allow for 
increased funding.

Board approval of Recommendations 1 through 3 will allow DMH to enter into and amend the Triage 
Grant Agreements. DMH will return to your Board at a later date to further describe staffing, and 
outline the implementation of each of these grants.

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals
The recommended actions are consistent with the County’s Strategic Plan Goal I, Make Investments 
That Transform Lives, specifically, Strategy I.2 Enhance Our Delivery of Comprehensive 
Interventions.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING
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The total MHSOAC Adult Triage Grant award is $24,877,879 for a grant cycle that covers three fiscal 
years with funds allocated annually at the beginning of each fiscal year. The required Grant 
Management Statement is attached (Attachment III).

The total MHSOAC Child Triage Grant award is $19,489,116 for a grant cycle that covers three fiscal 
years with funds allocated annually at the beginning of each fiscal year. The required Grant 
Management Statement is attached (Attachment IV).

DMH will return to your Board at a later date to outline spending plans for current and future fiscal 
years.  

There is no net County cost impact associated with the recommended action.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

DMH has received notification from the MHSOAC of an Adult Triage Grant award in the amount of 
$24,877,879 effective upon execution and ending June 30, 2021 for the implementation of OTT. 

DMH has received notification from the MHSOAC of a Child Triage Grant award in the amount of 
$19,489,116 effective upon execution and ending June 30, 2021 for the implementation of COTT.

The MHSOAC Adult Triage Grant agreement services will be directed to transition age youth starting 
at age eighteen (18), and adults. The OTT will work countywide with Urgent Care Centers, 
Psychiatric Emergency Departments, LAUSD high schools, Department of Public Social Services 
offices, law enforcement agencies, System Leadership Teams, and Peer Resource Centers, where 
teams can work with individual clients, and set up in-service and informational community meetings. 
Specifically, the clients experiencing urgent need and not necessarily emergent need will be referred 
to OTT. The OTT team will visit and remain engaged with the client until a face to face conference 
takes place with the new clinical team to assure linkage to the appropriate services. It is estimated 
that there will be 200 or more initial contacts per week, with three (3) mobile teams per SA, 
completing at least two (2) calls per day, five (5) days a week, resulting in more than ten thousand 
(10,000) initial contacts annually.   

The MHSOAC Child Triage Grant agreement services will be primarily focused on children under the 
age of eighteen (18), however clients who enter this program as minors may receive services 
through age twenty-one (21). The COTT will be similar in structure to the OTT, with two (2) mobile 
teams per SA designed to engage referred children who are in crisis, but do not presently meet 
criteria for hospitalization, or may be facing potential placement disruption. Additionally, there will be 
a dedicated line at the ACCESS Center staffed by a team that will triage calls and make referrals to 
the SA teams. The ACCESS Center operates 24 hours per day, 7 days a week as the entry point for 
mental health services in Los Angeles County. Services provided by the ACCESS Center also 
include: deployment of crisis evaluation teams; information and referrals; gatekeeping of acute 
inpatient psychiatric beds; interpreter services; and arrangement of patient transport.

COTT will connect children to services and supports aimed at averting hospitalizations, and 
placement disruption, including children and youth in foster care, or at risk of foster care placement. 
At any given time, the teams will be connected to between fifty and one hundred children or youth for 
ongoing linkage and supportive services. The COTT intervention would typically last up to fifty-nine 
days, until a face-to-face connection is made to a mental health team to provide ongoing services to 
these individuals. 
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These grant Agreements contain standard State terms and conditions. There is no mutual 
indemnification provision. The County is responsible to indemnify and defend the State, its officers, 
agents, and employees from all claims and losses resulting from the performance of these 
Agreements.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

Board approval of the recommended actions will enable DMH to expand its current Adult and Child 
Outreach and Triage Programs and greatly improve its ability to provide services designed to 
diminish clients’ need for inpatient hospitalization or placement disruption.

JONATHAN E. SHERIN, M.D., Ph.D.

Director

Enclosures

c: Executive Office, Board of Supervisors
Chief Executive Office
County Counsel
Chairperson, Mental Health Commission

Respectfully submitted,

JES:GP:MB:SK:pd
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