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October 5, 2005 
 
 
         
The Honorable Board of Supervisors         
County of Los Angeles       
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration 
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, CA  90012 
 
Dear Supervisors: 
 

AUTHORIZATION TO IMPLEMENT 
COUNTYWIDE ENHANCED SPECIALIZED FOSTER CARE  

MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES 
IN SERVICE AREAS 1, 6, AND 7 

(ALL SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICTS ) 
(4 VOTES) 

 
JOINT RECOMMENDATION WITH THE DIRECTOR OF THE DEPARTMENT OF 
CHILDREN AND FAMILY SERVICES THAT YOUR BOARD: 
 
1. Approve the proposal for the Countywide Enhanced Specialized Foster Care 

Mental Health Services Plan (Plan), as described in Attachment I, to enhance 
specialized foster care mental health services and ensure that children referred 
to the Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS) are appropriately 
screened for mental health issues, and that all children placed under the care of 
DCFS have ready access to multidisciplinary assessments and mental health 
treatment services. This plan is consistent with the County's obligations under the 
settlement agreement reached in the Katie A. class action litigation. 

 
2. Authorize the implementation of the Plan in Service Areas (SAs) 1, 6, and 7, 

effective upon Board approval. These services represent Phase I of the Plan at a 
projected annual cost of $19,024,000, as shown in Attachment II, funded with 
$7,775,000 in Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnosis and Treatment (EPSDT)-
State General Funds (SGF), $9,512,000 in EPSDT-Federal Financial 
Participation (FFP) Medi-Cal, and $1,737,000 in Intrafund Transfer (IFT) from 
DCFS using net County cost (NCC) from the Designation fund for MacLaren, as 
detailed in Attachment II.  In addition, there are $698,000 in one-time only start-
up costs funded with $285,000 in EPSDT-SGF, $349,000 in EPSDT-FFP Medi-
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Cal, and $64,000 in Intrafund Transfer (IFT) from DCFS using FY 2004-05 
carryover NCC.  The projected cost for FY 2005-06 is $13,380,000 funded by 
EPSDT-SGF, EPSDT-FFP Medi-Cal, and IFT from DCFS.   

 
3. Approve the attached Request for Appropriation Adjustment in the amount of 

$3,121,000 funded by EPSDT-SGF, EPSDT-FFP Medi-Cal, and IFT from DCFS 
using NCC from the Designation fund for MacLaren, to provide the necessary 
spending authority that has not yet been included in the FY 2005-06 Department 
of Mental Health (DMH) Adopted Budget. 

 
4. Authorize DMH to fill 113.0 ordinance positions, as shown in Attachment III, 

pursuant to Section 6.06.020 of the County Code, subject to allocation by the 
Department of Human Resources (DHR). 

 
5. Delegate authority to the Director of Mental Health or his designee to prepare, 

sign, and execute an amendment, substantially similar to Attachment V, to the 
Affiliation Agreement with the Regents of the University of California, Los 
Angeles (UCLA) for the David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA – Department 
of Psychiatry and Biobehavioral Sciences, to provide program evaluation on an 
annual basis, for an annual amount not to exceed $50,000.

 
PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTIONS
 
Approval of the recommended actions will enable DMH and DCFS to develop an 
expanded comprehensive, community based, culturally relevant treatment program to 
build upon current and prior efforts to improve child welfare outcomes and improve 
mental health services for foster children and youth.  Such efforts included the 
DCFS/DMH joint closure of MacLaren Children’s Center and the development of several 
joint programs to address mental health needs of foster youth.  While DCFS has made 
significant strides in reducing the number of children in out-of-home placement and in 
keeping children in their own homes, there continues to be significant need to augment 
the mental health delivery system to increase capacity to assess, screen and treat 
children referred to DCFS for mental health issues in a timely, appropriate and effective 
manner.  Over the past several years, DMH and DCFS have engaged in collaborative 
efforts to improve and increase crisis response, assessment, treatment, coordinated 
care, and client outcomes. Although improvements have been achieved, there continue 
to be some challenges in meeting the growing and continuous demand for specialized 
services to this very vulnerable population. Services are unevenly distributed across the 
County with little coordination of effort or attention to service outcomes.   
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