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November 3, 2005        
         
            
The Honorable Board of Supervisors 
County of Los Angeles 
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration 
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, CA  90012 
 
Dear Supervisors: 
 

APPROVAL OF REQUEST FOR STATEMENT OF QUALIFICATIONS PROCESS 
FOR THE SOLICITATION OF MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES ACT  

COMMUNITY SERVICES AND SUPPORTS PLAN SERVICES 
 (ALL SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICTS)  

(3 VOTES) 
   
IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD: 
 
1. Approve and authorize the Department of Mental Health (DMH) to begin the 

Request for Statement of Qualifications (RFSQ) process as described in a 
flowchart (Attachment I), using a RFSQ document substantially similar to 
Attachment II, for the solicitation of Mental Health Services Act (MHSA) services 
in accordance with the Los Angeles County Mental Health System’s Community 
Services and Supports (CSS) Plan approved by your Board under Item No. 47 of 
the Agenda dated October 11, 2005, and submitted to the State Department of 
Mental Health (SDMH). 
 

2. Delegate authority to the Director of Mental Health to amend the RFSQ as 
funding for other SDMH-approved MHSA plans becomes available and/or as 
services are developed under the CSS Plan.  Appropriate notification of such 
amendments to the RFSQ will be provided to your Board, the Chief 
Administrative Office, and County Counsel.   

 
PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION 
 
On October 11, 2005, your Board approved DMH’s submission of the proposed CSS 
Plan, which was developed in accordance with Stakeholders’ recommendations and 
SDMH’s requirements.  The MHSA requires that each county prepare and submit a   
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First Round Provider Selection: The emphasis on the first round of contractor 
selection is on those with demonstrated experience.  This will enable DMH to provide 
services as quickly as possible under the MHSA CSS Plan funding.  Because it is 
anticipated that SMDH will not issue approval of the CSS Plan until January 2006, 
services utilizing FY 2005-2006 funds can expeditiously be delivered by experienced 
mental health providers.   Consequently, the first round of contractors selected will be 
those agencies with the capacity to provide services immediately.  DMH will encourage 
subcontracting with community-based organizations and building the infrastructure for 
agencies that do not meet the initial requirements under the RFSQ.  

 
CONTRACTING PROCESS 
 
Upon Board approval, DMH will implement the RFSQ process soliciting SOQs from 
proposers who meet the minimum qualifications listed in the RFSQ, many of whom will 
have demonstrated experience and capability to provide mental health services in 
accordance with the MHSA.   
 
Minimum requirements, based on County minimum requirements as developed for each 
category of service and on additional provider selection requirements developed for each 
category of service, are a detailed part of the SOQ submission and include, among other 
required format and compliance statements: 1) a summary of relevant background 
information about the proposer including the number of years of experience providing the 
required, equivalent or related services; and 2) a discussion for each service the proposer 
would perform to demonstrate an understanding of the scope of services requested.  
Proposers who do not have current experience as a DMH contractor will need to address 
all minimum requirements in their SOQs; a short form of the SOQ will be available for 
existing DMH Legal Entity contractors who already qualify with relevant experience and 
capabilities in providing mental health services. 
 
Even if a proposer currently has a Settlement Agreement with DMH, the proposer will be 
eligible to submit a SOQ and can be selected to be on the Master Agreement list; 
however, there will be a moratorium on expansion and/or implementation of any new 
programs for proposers with Settlement Agreements during the repayment period.  Any 
exemption from this penalty will require justification that this restriction would negatively 
impact planned program services.   
 
The solicitation will be posted on the Office of Small Business (OSB) and DMH web sites 
and mailed to over a thousand prospective bidders.  Based on evaluation criteria, DMH will 
enter into Master Agreements/Amendments with those contractors who meet the RFSQ 
minimum requirements.  Once the Master Agreements/Amendments have been fully 
executed, a Master Agreement list will be developed whereby DMH will move to the 
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