CE Test – EmergiPress January/February 2026

1. Which of the following best describes the current definition of grave disability in effect in California?
A. An individual who is unable to care for their basic needs of food, clothing, or shelter due to a mental health disorder.
B. An individual who is unable to care for their basic needs of food, clothing, shelter, personal safety, or necessary medical care due to a severe substance use disorder, mental health disorder, or both.
C. An individual engaging in occasional risky behaviors related to substance use or mental illness that may compromise their safety.
D. An individual with moderate substance use disorder or mental health diagnosis who is challenged to provide for food, clothing, or shelter.

2. Choose the definition that matches with the corresponding term on the left.
	Personal Safety
	Care needed to prevent serious deterioration or injury 


	Necessary Medical Care
	When a person cannot meet basic needs, stay safe, or access medical care due to mental illness, severe SUD, or both

	Grave Disability
	Food, clothing, and shelter required to survive 

	Basic Needs
	The ability to survive safely in the community 





3. Which of the following is NOT a criteria for determining grave disability under SB‑43?
A. Unable to access necessary medical care
B. Unable to ensure personal safety
C. Unable to engage meaningfully in conversation
D. Unable to provide for attaining food
4. EMS responds to a woman seated on the ground of an apartment parking garage. The woman appears intoxicated and has ankle swelling and deformity. She states that she tripped over loose concrete and "sprained" her ankle walking to her car and is now unable to walk. Vital signs are normal, she smells of alcohol but denies any additional injuries or complaints. She also declines transport to the hospital, stating that she doesn't have insurance and wants to wait for a friend to take her to a nearby community clinic instead. She asks instead for assistance getting back to her apartment. In the apartment you notice multiple empty and half-drunk bottles of alcohol. Which statement best reflects whether this patient meets criteria for a 5150 GD hold evaluation?
A. She meets criteria because she is intoxicated and has a significant potential injury.
B. She meets criteria because she is alone and injured outside.
C. She does not meet criteria because she demonstrates a plan to access care.
D. She does not meet criteria because EMS cannot evaluate patients who are not homeless.

5. You respond to a 45 year old previously healthy woman with 4 days fever, progressive cough and shortness of breath. Vital signs demonstrate a SBP 110/65, HR 126, RR 24, SpO2 93% on room air. She is warm to touch. Lung auscultations notes rhonchi in the right lower lung field. Should EMS attain a 12-lead ECG on this patient?
A. No. Her presentation is infectious and you do not suspect ischemia
B. No. Patients without chest pain should not get ECGs
C. Yes. All patients with SOB should get an ECG
D. Yes. Patients >40 years with tachycardia of any etiology need a 12-lead ECG




