NAME ____________________________

DATE _____/_____/_____

SKILL PERFORMANCE EVALUATION
MUSCULOSKELETAL INJURY 
TRACTION SPLINTING
	SCENARIO:   
	

	EXAMINER(S):
	
	
	Attempt:    1st    2nd   3rd (final)


	PREPARATION

	Performance Criteria
	Yes
	No
	Comments

	Establishes standard precautions
	
	
	 

	Performs scene size up
	
	
	

	PROCEDURE

	Skill Component
	Yes
	No
	Comments

	ASSESS

PATIENT
	Performs appropriate trauma assessment
	
	
	

	
	Considers need for SMR 
	
	
	

	IDENTIFY EXTREMITY INJURY
	Fully exposes the injured extremity looking for abnormal positioning/deformities 
	
	
	

	
	Directs partner to stabilize lower extremity
	
	
	

	
	Assesses extremity for:

            Circulation/Pulse
	
	
	 

	
	            Motor function
	
	
	

	
	             Sensation
	
	
	

	
	Assesses for open fracture:
Covers an open wound with a dry sterile dressing and secures it in place - if indicated
	
	
	

	RECOGNIZES INDICATIONS
	Isolated mid shaft femur fracture
	
	
	

	APPLIES TRACTION SPLINT
	Appropriately applies tested traction splints below
	
	
	


	BIPOLAR TRACTION SPLINT PROCEDURE (HARE) PROCEDURE

	Skill Component
	Yes
	No
	Comments

	PREPARE
SPLINT
	Places splint beside uninjured limb, adjusts splint to proper length and prepares straps 
	
	
	

	APPLY
SPLINT

	Supports injured limb and directs partner to apply ankle hitch (harness) 
	
	
	

	
	Continues to support the limb as partner applies gentle in line traction to the ankle hitch and foot 
	
	
	

	
	Slides splint into position under the injured limb
	
	
	

	
	Fastens the ischial strap
	
	
	

	
	Connects the loops of ankle hitch to the end of the splint as partner maintains traction
	
	
	

	
	Carefully tightens ratchet to the point that the splint holds adequate traction
	
	
	

	
	Applies and checks all support straps
	
	
	

	
	 Directs partner to slowly release manual traction
	
	
	

	UNIPOLAR TRACTION SPLINT (SAGER) PROCEDURE

	Skill Component
	Yes
	No
	Comments

	PREPARE

SPLINT
	Places the Sager splint on ground against the medial aspect of the injured leg with the top of the padded “T-bar/Saddle” in-line with the ischial tuberosity 
	
	
	

	APPLY
SPLINT
	Measures the splint for length:
Extends the pole to the level of the heel
	
	
	

	
	Secures the groin (ischial) strap high around the upper thigh of the injured lower extremity
	
	
	

	
	Applies the padded ankle harness just above the ankle 
	
	
	

	
	Extends the splint’s inner shaft to apply traction of the about 10% of body weight, up to 15lbs (7kg)
	
	
	

	
	Secures the straps
	
	
	

	UNIPOLAR TRACTION SPLINT (SLISHMAN) PROCEDURE 

	Skill Component
	Yes
	No
	Comments

	PREPARE

SPLINT
	Places the Slishman splint on ground next to the injured extremity
	
	
	

	
	Removes the ankle strap and end cap from the pole
	
	
	

	APPLY
SPLINT

	Applies ankle strap 
	
	
	

	
	Ensures the pole receiver is on the lateral aspect of the ankle and is in the “up” position
	
	
	

	
	Appropriately attaches groin strap 
	
	
	

	
	Applies course traction:

                   Extends distal pole after releasing      thumb screw
	
	
	

	
	Inserts distal pole into the receiver on the ankle strap cap
	
	
	

	
	After achieving desired length, tightens thumb screw
	
	
	

	
	Applies fine traction:

Opens the clamp and slowly pulls on the cord at the top of the pole
	
	
	

	
	Closes the clamp and readjusts as needed
	
	
	

	REPEAT CMS EXAM AFTER EACH SPINT APPLICATION ABOVE

	Skill Component
	Yes
	No
	Comments

	
	Reassesses extremity after traction splinting for:

            Circulation/Pulse
	
	
	

	REASSESS

 EXTREMITY 
	             Motor function
	
	
	

	
	             Sensation
	
	
	


Critical Actions are in BOLD and CAPITALIZED and are required for passing this skill
LOS ANGELES COUNTY (DHS) POLICY REFERENCES

TP 1244, Traumatic Injury
PERFORMANCE OBJECTIVES
Demonstrate competency in applying a minimum of two (2) types of traction splints. 
EQUIPMENT
Adult CPR/trauma manikin or live model, traction splints, all necessary straps/cravats, sterile dressings, 2" cloth tape, eye protection, masks, gown, gloves.
FAIL





PASS
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