
NAME ____________________________

DATE _____/_____/_____

SKILL PERFORMANCE EVALUATION
AIRWAY MANAGEMENT

NASOPHARYNGEAL AIRWAY (NPA) 
	SCENARIO:   
	

	EXAMINER(S):
	
	

	Attempt:    1st    2nd   3rd (final)


	PREPARATION AND SCENE SIZE UP

	Skill Component
	Yes
	No
	Comments

	Establishes standard precautions
	
	
	

	Performs scene size up
	
	
	

	PREPARATION

	Skill Component
	Yes
	No
	Comments

	ASSESS 
PATIENT
	Assesses need for NPA
	
	
	

	Recognize indications
	Semiconscious/unresponsive with a gag reflex and is not able to maintain airway spontaneously
	
	
	

	
	Unresponsive patient requiring BMV in whom an OPA cannot be inserted
	
	
	

	Rule out contraindications
	< 12 months of age
	
	
	

	
	Blood actively draining from nose
	
	
	

	PREPARE 
NPA
	Selects the largest nostril for NPA insertion
	
	
	

	
	Selects appropriate size NPA:
        Diameter 
	
	
	

	
	        Length (nose to earlobe)
	
	
	

	
	        Lubricates with water-soluble lubricant
	
	
	

	PROCEDURE: INSERTION OF NASOPHARYNGEAL AIRWAY

	Skill Component
	Yes
	No
	Comments

	POSITION 
PATIENT
	Pushes the tip of the nose upward and maintains the head in a neutral position
	
	
	

	INSERT 
NPA
	Holds the NPA in a “pencil grip” fashion near the flange
	
	
	

	
	Inserts the NPA with the bevel towards nasal septum 
	
	
	

	
	Advances NPA by directing tip parallel along floor of nasal cavity until flange is seated outside of nostril or marked area
	
	
	

	REASSESS
	Reassesses for airway patency 
	
	
	

	PROCEDURE: REMOVAL OF NASOPHARYNGEAL AIRWAY 

	Skill Component
	Yes
	No
	Comments

	Recognize indications
	Patient becomes intolerant of NPA
	
	
	

	REMOVE

NPA
	Gently withdraws NPA from nasal passage following curvature 
	
	
	

	REASSESS
	Reassesses for airway patency and suction as needed
	
	
	


        Critical Actions are in BOLD and CAPITALIZED and are required for passing this skill
LOS ANGELES COUNTY (DHS) POLICY REFERENCES

TP 1234, Airway Obstruction; MCG 1302, Airway Management and Monitoring
PERFORMANCE OBJECTIVES
Demonstrate competency in sizing, inserting, and removing a nasopharyngeal airway.

EQUIPMENT
Adult and pediatric airway manikin, various sizes of nasopharyngeal airways, silicone spray, water-soluble lubricant, eye protection, masks, gown, gloves, pediatric resuscitation tape, and airway bag.
FAIL





PASS
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