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DATE:  November 16, 2016 
TIME: 1:00 – 3:00 PM 
LOCATION: Los Angeles County EMS Agency  

10100 Pioneer Blvd., EMSC Hearing Room – 1st Floor 
Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670 

The Commission meetings are open to the public.  You may address the 
Commission on any agenda item before or during consideration of that item, 
and on other items of interest which are not on the agenda, but which are 
within the subject matter jurisdiction of the Commission.  Public comment is 
limited to three (3) minutes and may be extended by Commission Chair as 
time permits. 
NOTE:  Please SIGN IN if you would like to address the Commission. 
 

CALL TO ORDER – Clayton Kazan, M.D., Chairman 
 
INTRODUCTIONS/ANNOUNCEMENTS/PRESENTATIONS 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR (Commissioners/Public may request that an item 
be held for discussion.) 

1 MINUTES 
 September 21, 2016 

  
2 
 
 
 
 
 

CORRESPONDENCE  
2.1 (10-20-2016) Michael Lang, Fire Chief, Arcadia Fire Department:  

Hemostatic Dressing Program Approved.  
2.2 (10/06/2016) Medical Directors, Each Provider Agency, Prehospital 

Care Coordinators, Paramedic Coordinators, EMS Coordinators: 
Utilization of Automated Dispensing Systems for Controlled 
Substances. 

2.3 (10-04-2016) Chief Executive Officer, Hospital Preparedness 
Program (HPP) Participant, Non-Emergency Department Approved 
for Pediatrics:  Pediatric Readiness – Integrating Every Day Pediatric 
Readiness into your Emergency Department Program. 

2.4 (09-28-2016) Fire Chief, Each Fire Department, CEO/President, 
Each Ambulance Company:  Standardized Length-Based 
Resuscitation Tape. 

2.5 (09-20-2016)  Supervisor Hilda L. Solis, Chair, Supervisor Mark 
Ridley-Thomas, Supervisor Sheila Kuehl, Supervisor Don Knabe, 
Supervisor Michael D. Antonovich:  Report on the Evaluation of 
Countywide Emergency Medical Services Capacity. 

2.6 (09-20-2016) Sean Stokes, EMS Administrator, Beverly Hills Fire 
Department:  Temporary Implementation of EMT Bicycle Unit. 

2.7 (09-19-2016) James Burke, MD., Medical Director, Adventist Health 
Urgent Care:  Completion of the Community Paramedicine Alternate 
Patient Destination Pilot Project. 
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    CORRESPONDENCE – CONTINUED 
 
     2.8   (09/14/2016) Participating and New Enrollment Physicians:  Physicians Services 

  for Indigents Program (PSIP) Reimbursement Rate for Fiscal Year 2016-2017. 
      
3. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
  3.1   Base Hospital Advisory Committee 
  3.2   Data Advisory Committee 
  3.3   Education Advisory Committee 
  3.4   Provider Agency Advisory Committee  
 
4. POLICIES  
     4.1   Reference No. 911:  Public Safety First Aid (PSFA) and Basic Tactical Casualty 
          Care (BTCC) Training Program Requirements 

       
5.  BUSINESS  
 Old:  

5.1 Community Paramedicine (July 18, 2012) – Attachment  
5.2 EMSC Ad Hoc Committee Report (May 20, 2015)  
5.3 Education Advisory Committee (July 20, 2016) 
 
New: 
5.4   EMSC Annual Report – 2015/2016 – Attachment  
5.5   Appointment of Nominating Committee 

  
6. COMMISSIONERS COMMENTS/REQUESTS  
 

 
7. LEGISLATION  
 
 
8. EMS DIRECTOR’S REPORT  
  
 
9. ADJOURNMENT  
  
 (To the meeting of January 18, 2017)  
 
 
 

Lobbyist Registration:  Any person or entity who seeks support or endorsement from the EMS 
Commission on official action must certify that they are familiar with the requirements of Ordinance No. 
93-0031.  Persons not in compliance with the requirements of the Ordinance shall be denied the right 
to address the Commission for such period of time as the noncompliance exists.  
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    (Ab) = Absent; (*) = Excused Absence 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 
The Emergency Medical Services Commission (EMSC) meeting was held in 
the EMS Commission Hearing Room, 10100 Pioneer Blvd, Santa Fe Springs, 
90670.   The meeting was called to order at 1:16 PM by Chairman, Clayton 
Kazan.  A quorum was present with 12 Commissioners in attendance.   
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS/PRESENTATIONS: 
Dr. Kazan recognized Ms. Marilyn Rideaux, Commission Liaison, and 
extended his congratulations to her on her upcoming retirement. 
Dr. Kazan requested a moment of silence to honor Ventura County Fire 
Fighter, Ryan Osler, who lost his life in a rollover crash. 
 
Consent Calendar: 
Commissioner Binch reported that the Education Advisory Committee (EAC), 
one of the four Commission’s Committees met in August without a quorum 
(informational only).  As Chair of the EAC committee, he conducted an 
anonymous voting member and Committee Staff survey that should help 
clarify the mission and effectiveness of the EAC, the positive quality of EMS 
in Los Angeles County and overall its function and functionality.  
Commissioner Binch shared the survey responses with the EMSC members 
and announced the next EAC meeting will be held in October; he also 
extended an invitation to the EMSC members to attend any of the four 
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Committee’s meetings. 
 
Dr. Marianne Gausche-Hill highlighted the following items included in the Agenda’s 
correspondence: 
 
2.1  Standardized Drug Formulary:  Drug doses for children can be a real challenge.  
By having a standard formulary, the number of milliliters can be pre-calculated based 
on children’s body weight.  Part of the idea is for the Base Hospitals to talk to 
paramedics and provide instructions for the delivery of medications for children both 
in milligrams and milliliters to decrease the error rate.  The education is going out in 
November to all the provider agencies and will include all three components; the 
formulation, and milligrams and the number of milliliters to be delivered. 
 
This is the largest patient safety issue recognized by National Quality Forum for 
Children, it has been presented to the EMS Medical Directors Association of 
California (EMDAC) as well, and a number of other Agencies are looking to us to 
provide this particular tool. 
 
2.2  Pediatric Readiness:  The Los Angeles County Emergency Medical Services 
(EMS) Agency is embarking on Los Angeles Pediatric Readiness Project (LA Peds 
Ready); a project aimed at improving the readiness of hospitals to care for pediatric 
patients.  This project’s targeted audience is 9-1-1 receiving centers that do not 
participate in the Emergency Department Approved for Pediatrics (EDAP) Program. 
 
An LA Peds Ready kick-off meeting has been scheduled.  Hospitals have been 
asked to designate a pediatric emergency care coordinator (an ED Physician and/or 
Nurse) to attend this meeting and to work on the coordination of the project. 
 
2.3  Interfacility Transfers Utilizing 9-1-1 Transport:  The overall intent is to provide 
an expectation to the system of when to call for 9-1-1 transports and to avoid 
overburding 9-1-1 providers with these transports.   
 
A written memorandum of understanding (MOU) with the closest STEMI receiving 
center (SRC), delineating the transfer procedure, will help reduce delays and ensure 
appropriate 9-1-1 utilization.      

 
M/S/C:  Commissioner Hisserich/Washburn to approve the Consent Calendar. 

 
5. OLD BUSINESS 
   
 5.1 Community Paramedicine (July 18, 2012) 

Cathy Chidester reported that Glendale Fire Department is unable to continue with 
the Pilot Project that includes the Alternate Destination (ALTRANS) and the 
Congestive Heart Failure (CHF) programs due to insufficient funding to support 
needed staff, but Santa Monica Fire Department is continuing with the ALTRANS 
program.  Glendale Fire dropped out after a year of participation and the data 
gathered from the programs will be utilized by Helath Workforce Pilot Project 
Program (OSHPD) and by the State in making final decisions at a later time.  The 
Community Paramedic programs will continue for another year under OSHPD.      
 
Ms. Chidester stated she will be one of the speakers at State Community 
Paramedicine Conference on Thursday, September 22, in San Diego, CA.   
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 5.2 EMSC Ad Hoc Committee Report (May 20, 2015) 

Cathy Chidester reported that twenty one members, including members of the EMS 
Commission participated in the EMS Ad Hoc Committee and the tremendous work 
done by this committee is very helpful to multiple entities to understand how the EMS 
System, Law Enforcement and the Department of Mental Health (DMH) interact in 
providing prehospital care to persons with mental health and substance abuse.  Ms. 
Chidester recognized Commissioner Cheung and Ms. Kay Fruhwirth’s work on this 
project.  A presentation of the report will be conducted today by Commissioner 
Cheung but the voting for approval will be in November. 

 
Commissioner Kazan joined Cathy Chidester in recognizing Commissioner Cheung 
and Kay Fruhwirth for their amazing work ensuring the completion of this report.   

  
Commissioner Cheung provided a presentation of the Ad Hoc Committee on the 
Prehospital Care of Mental Health and Substance Abuse Emergencies final report.  
The report included Introduction, Background, Committee Objectives, MH/SA Field 
Response Maps, Principles, Committee Observations, Recommendations for 
Change, A Future Vision, Concluding Remarks, Appendix and References.   
 
Commissioner Cheung highlighted the collaboration of Commissioner Kazan, 
Committee Members, those listed in the report and he thanked Kay Fruhwirth for the 
amount of data added to the report and Dr. Marianne Gausche-Hill and Cathy 
Chidester, who synthesized it by being very highly active on revisions related to the 
report.   
 
 Action: Vote for Approval in November. 
 Responsibility: EMS Commission  

 
 NEW BUSINESS 
 
 5.4 EMSC Annual Report – 2015/2016 

Ms. Chidester announced that the EMSC Annual Report has been completed and it 
has been posted in the EMS Agency’s website. It will be reviewed at the EMSC 
meeting in November.  Hard copies of the report were shared with the Commission 
members at the meeting. 
 
 Action:  Tabled until the November Meeting. 
 Responsibility:  EMS Commission 

  
6. Commissioners Comments/Requests 

Commissioner Kazan requested for Commission members and representatives from other 
Agencies to review the Ad Hoc report.  There will be a full discussions at the meeting in 
November in which approval of the report will be on the Agenda.   
 
Cathy Chidester suggested discussing the report prior to the next meeting and come out 
with ideas from the EMS Agency and from the Commission members about the Ad Hoc 
Committee next steps and asking the Commission for their direction.  
 

Action:  Schedule a meeting 
       Responsibility:  EMS Agency 
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7. Legislation 

The legislative session is closed for 2016.  SB 867 was approved.  This bill extends the 
original SB 1773 - authorizes counties to collect an additional $2 penalty assessment for 
every $10 in traffic base fines for purposes of providing for emergency medical services, 
requires revenue generated from the assessment to be deposited into the Maddy 
Emergency Medical Services Fund (Maddy EMS Fund), with 15 percent designated for 
pediatric trauma centers, and allows for up to10 percent to be used for administrative 
costs, and sunsets the provisions of this bill January 1, 2027.   
  
The SB 1300 - Medi-Cal:  Emergency Medical Transport Providers: Quality Assurance Fee 
is with the Governor’s for approval; it is unclear if it will be signed.   

 
8. Director’s Report 

There was an incident in Los Angeles City where there was SPICE, a synthetic marijuana 
that was distributed in the skid row area.  People using the drug marijuana became sick 
and patients were distributed throughout that area.  LAC+USC received more than half of 
the patients, White Memorial, Good Samaritan, CAL, and Kaiser received the rest of the 
patients.  The issue was brought to the attention of the Board of Supervisors.  The Board 
was concerned about the effect on the EMS system and the patients.   There was report 
from Public Health to the Board of Supervisors at the Board Meeting on Tuesday, 
September 13, 2016.  Through a motion, the Board asked for additional information from 
the EMS Agency to work with LA City Fire Department, LA County Fire Department and 
the Hospital Association on the capacity of emergency medical services County-wide and 
how it would respond in a large scale MCI disaster.  The report was submitted to the 
Board of Supervisors and Dr. Mitchell Katz included information in a presentation on the 
Health Agency at the Board meeting on September 20, 2016.  Further information was 
requested by the Board on the Surge Plan Activities.   

 
9. Adjournment 

 The Meeting was adjourned by Chairman Clayton Kazan at 2:40 PM.  The next meeting 
will be held on November 16, 2016. 

 
   Next Meeting: Wednesday, November 16, 2016 
      EMS Agency 
      10100 Pioneer Blvd. 
      Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670  
 
 
 
Recorded by: 
Amelia Chavez 
Acting, EMSC Liaison 
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EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES COMMISSION 
BASE HOSPITAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

MINUTES 
October 12, 2016 

 

REPRESENTATIVES EMS AGENCY STAFF 
 Carole Snyder, RN, Chair EMS Commission Dr. Marianne Gausche-Hill 

* 
Margaret Peterson, Ph.D., 
Vice Chair 

EMS Commission Dr. Nichole Bosson 
Richard Tadeo 

* Robert Flashman, M.D. EMS Commission Christine Clare 
 Erick Cheung, Ph.D. EMS Commission John Telmos 
 Jessica Strange  Northern Region Michelle Williams 
 Karyn Robinson  Northern Region Christy Preston 
 Annette Cornell  Northern Region, Alternate Paula Rashi 
 Kristina Crews Southern Region Cathy Jennings 
 Samantha Verga-Gates Southern Region Karen Rodgers 
 Laurie Mejia  Southern Region Yvonne Elizarraraz 
 Natalie Burciago  Southern Region, Alternate Sara Rasnake 
 Christine Farnham Southern Region, Alternate Gary Watson 
 Paula Rosenfield Western Region Dr. Ashley Sanello 
 Ryan Burgess Western Region  
 Alex Perez  Western Region, Alternate  
 Laurie Sepke Eastern Region  
 Alina Candal Eastern Region GUESTS 
 Jenny Van Slyke Eastern Region, Alternate  Jennifer Lee, M.D.- HUCLA 
 Lila Mier County Hospital Region Ian Wilson- PRN Ambulance 
 Emerson Martell County Hospital Region Victoria Hernandez, LACoFD 
 Jose Garcia County Hospital Region, Alternate Susannah Empson, MD- HUCLA 
 Mike Hansen Provider Agency Advisory Committee  
 Michael Murrey Provider Agency Advisory Committee, Alt.  
 Jazmin Gonzalez MICN Representative  
 Jeff Warsler MICN Representative, Alt.   
 Robin Goodman Pediatric Advisory Committee  
 Kerry Gold-Tsakonas Pediatric Advisory Committee, Alt.  

PREHOSPITAL CARE COORDINATORS  
 Kevin Lennox (AMH)  Adrienne Roel (AMH)  
 Courtney Derryberry (AVH)  Rosie Romero (CAL)  
 Dee Josing (HMN)  Rachel Caffey (NRH)  
 Heidi Ruff (NRH)  Gloria Guerra (QVH)  
 Laura Leyman (SFM) * Jennifer Hunt (SMM)  

 
1. CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order at 1:01 P.M. by Carole Snyder, 

Chairperson.   
 
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES - The August 10, 2016 meeting minutes were approved with 

changes to representatives as presented. 
 

M/S/C (Strange/Burgess) Approve the August 10, 2016 meeting minutes with 

changes. 

 

3. INTRODUCTIONS/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Yvonne Elizarraraz, previously from Harbor-UCLA Medical Center, and Sara Rasnake, 
previously from LAC+USC Medical Center, were introduced as the new EMS Data 
System Coordinators working with Michelle Williams in the data section at the EMS 
Agency. 
 

4. REPORTS & UPDATES 
 

4.1 EMS Update 2017 
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Alina Candal and Tina Crews will be the representatives for BHAC to the EMS 
update workgroup.  Samantha Verga-Gates and Laurie Sepke will be the alternates.  
Possible topics for inclusion are: 

 Provider Primary Impression 

 Protocol revisions to include provider impression and separate pediatric 
protocols 

 Issues surrounding BLS downgrade 
 

4.2 2016 EMS Data Report 
 
The 2016 EMS Data Report is available on the EMS Agency website: 
http://file.lacounty.gov/SDSInter/dhs/248671_2016EMSAnnualDataReport.pdf      
Forward any suggestions for inclusion in future reports to Richard Tadeo. 
 

4.3 Standardized Pediatric Drug Formulary 
 
Questions have arisen regarding the dilution of sodium bicarbonate prior to 
administration for patients under 1 year of age.  Dr. Gausche-Hill reported that 
sodium bicarbonate should be 4.2% for patients under one year of age and the 
concentration in the formulary is 8.4%.  Additionally, Dr. Gausche-Hill reported that 
the usage of sodium bicarbonate in patients under 1 year of age is extremely rare 
and it should only be administered when ordered by the Base Physician. 
 
A discrepancy has been noted between the dosages of inhaled epinephrine in 
Reference No. 1249, Treatment Protocol: Respiratory Distress and Reference No. 
1309, Color Code Drug Doses- L.A. County Kids.  Dr. Gausche-Hill reported that 
the correct dosages are in Reference No. 1309.  Reference No. 1249 will be revised 
to reflect the change. 
 

5. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
 5.1 Electronic Base Form Documentation 
  

Ryan Burgess reported that the real-time electronic base hospital form was tested 
by the APCC e-form workgroup.  Despite some members feeling it would be 
challenging to complete real-time base from documentation, it was agreed that it 
should move forward.  One challenge identified is the hardware costs that the Base 
Hospitals would be responsible for. 
 
Ryan has discussed electronic base form documentation with Orange County and is 
planning a ‘field trip’ to evaluate what they are doing.   
 
The initial meeting of the Base Hospital data workgroup is October 13, 2016.  This 
workgroup will be evaluating data requirements which may change how data is 
currently being collected and evaluated. 

 
 5.2 Los Angeles County Fire (CF) ePCR Implementation 
 

Richard Tadeo reported that there continues to be issues with CF and their ePCR.  
Some are operational and are being addressed as they are identified.  The majority 

http://file.lacounty.gov/SDSInter/dhs/248671_2016EMSAnnualDataReport.pdf
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are software issues.  There was a software update last week that was to address 
the issue of the sequence numbers changing when the record is shared. 
The EMS Agency is continuing to have regular conference calls with CF to address 
issues/concerns. 
 
An issue was brought up regarding incidents involving more than three patients, the 
system does not generate sequence numbers for any of the patients.  Unlike the 
prior software version of the ePCR (currently used by LAFD) this newer software 
does not have an MCI module.   

   
6. NEW BUSINESS 

 

6.1 Reference No. 510, Pediatric Patient Destination 
 
Reference No. 510 revisions were reviewed.   
 
Recommended changes: 
 
Page 1, Definitions- add definition for Brief Resolved Unexplained Event (BRUE) 
 
Page 3, Policy II, F, add words “and the” before “previously called” 
 
Page 3, Policy II, add “G. Choking associated with color change, loss of tone or 
apnea.” 
 
M/S/C (Burgess/Van Slyke) Approve with recommended changes. 
 

6.2 Reference No. 516, Return Of Spontaneous Circulation (ROSC) Patient 
 
Reference No. 516 revisions were reviewed. 
 
Recommended changes: 
 
Page 1, Definitions- add definition for Cardiac Etiology 
 
Page 1, Definitions- Return of Spontaneous Circulation, change the word ‘any’ to 
“one or more”; add “signs” after “following”; change “and” to “or” 
 
Page 1, Principle, 4- add “3 or more shocks” after refractory; add “with presumed 
cardiac etiology” after “fibrillation”; and “for consideration for PCI” at end of sentence 
 
Page 2, Policy, II- delete “direction/notification and destination” and replace with 
“control” 
 
Page 2, Policy III, D- add “cardiac” after witnessed” and add “on-scene” after 
“despite” 
 
Page 2, Policy III, E- add “on-scene” after “despite” 

 
M/S/C (Burgess/Van Slyke) Approve with recommended changes. 
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7. OPEN DISCUSSION 

 
Expanded Scope of Practice  
 
With some providers having the ability to use Intraosseous (IO) device for non-cardiac 
arrest patients, questions have arisen as to how this applies to the Treatment Protocols 
and how the MICNs are informed of which Providers have expanded scope. 
 
Bases are notified prior to authorization of expended scope for the providers they are 
assigned to.  The EMS Agency, in collaboration with the providers, will be evaluated 
those cases where expanded IO was utilized and determine if the utilization should be 
expanded County-wide.   
 
The EMS Agency will evaluate the possibility of posting the list of which departments 
have expanded scope on the website. 
 
MICN Development Course Workgroup 
 
First meeting was held on October 11, 2016.  Developed and approved guiding 
principles.  Next meeting will be held in approximately one month. 
 
Behavioral and Agitated Delirium Complaints   
 
Concerns regarding the usage of the Behavioral and Agitated Delirium complaints being 
used inappropriately by the paramedics.  Request to include as an EMS Update topic. 
 
Case of the Month 
 
Dr. Bosson requested any interesting or educational runs be forwarded to her for 
inclusion in the case of the month.  The tapes will be de-identified. 

 
8. NEXT MEETING:  December 14, 2016 
 
9. ADJOURNMENT:  The meeting was adjourned at 2:24 P.M. 
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County of Los Angeles 
Department of Health Services 

- 1 - 

 
EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES COMMISSION 

EDUCATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Wednesday, October 19, 2016 

Attendance 
 

Members  Organization  EMS Agency Staff Present  Position 
 Frank Binch, Chair  EMSC/Public Member 4th District  Richard Tadeo, RN  Assistant Director 
 Gary Washburn, Vice-Chair  EMSC/Public Member 5th District  Erika Reich, RN  Program Approvals 
 Alina Candal, RN  APCC  Susan Mori, RN  Systemwide QI 
 Tina Crews, RN  APCC  David Wells, RN  Program Approvals 

  VACANT, RN  APCC - alternate     
 Joanne Dolan, RN  LAAFCA     
 Susan Hayward, RN  LAAFCA     
  Sean Stokes, RN  LAAFCA - alternate     

 Adam Richards, PM  LACAA  Others Present  Agency/Representing 
 Jim Karras, EMT  LACAA  Ben Esparza  LAFD 
  Kim Mutaw, PM  LACAA - alternate     
 Mark Ferguson, RN  PTI Paramedic Education     

  Jacqueline Rifenburg, RN  PTI Paramedic Education- alternate     
 Tina Ziolkowski, RN  Mt SAC Paramedic Education     
  Kelly Sherwood, RN  Mt SAC Paramedic Education - alternate     
 Heather Davis, PM  UCLA Paramedic Education     

  Stanley Bakey, PM  UCLA Paramedic Education - alternate     
 Sean Lyons, PM  UAV Paramedic Education     
  Aaron Aumann, PM  UAV Paramedic Education - alternate     
 Jeff Warstler, RN  MICN     
  Jennifer Webb, RN  MICN - alternate     
 Charles Drehsen, MD  Med Council     
  VACANT  Med Council - alternate     
 Ken Leasure, PM  LAAFCA     
  James Altman, PM  LAAFCA - alternate     
 Scott Buck, PM  LACAA     
  William Gonzales, PM  LACAA - alternate     
 Anthony Mendoza, PM  EMS Educator – Non PD     
  VACANT  EMS Educator – Non PD - alternate     
 Jeff Pollakoff, EMT  EMT Program Director     
 Scott Jaeggi, PM  EMT Program Director     
  Ryan Carey, EMT  EMT Program Director - alternate    

 - Excused 
 

       

1. CALL TO ORDER -  F. Binch, Chair called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. 
        
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES -  October 21, 2015 minutes approved by committee. 
  
3. INTRODUCTIONS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 3.1 EMS System Annual Data Report (Tadeo) 

  The annual report is published on the EMS Agency website. 
 3.2 Color Code Drug Dosages LA County Kids (Tadeo) 
  Ref. No. 1309 has been updated with standardized concentrations and dosages.  Notification of training and 

implementation have been distributed to all providers and base hospitals.  An addendum will be sent to the EMS 
community to clarify epinephrine, atropine, sodium bicarbonate, and naloxone changes. 

   
4. REPORTS & UPDATES 
 4.1 California Prehospital Program Directors (CPPD) (Ziolkowski) 
  No report 
 4.2 California Council of EMS Educators (C2E2) (Karras) 
  No Report.  Organization may have commented on the EMT Regulations. 
 4.3 Association of Prehospital Care Coordinators (APCC) (Candal) 
  APCC submitted a prioritized list of recommended topics for EMS Update 2017 to Dr. M. Gausche-Hill.  The top 

three were: 1) Case review of inappropriate downgrades, 2) MCI management with focus on destination, and    
3) Head-to-Toe assessment with general impression. 

 4.4 California Association of Nurses and EMS Professionals (CALNEP) (Dolan) 
  No report 
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 4.5 Disaster Training Unit (Eads) 
  No report 
 4.6 EMS Quality Improvement Report (Mori) 
  LEMSA Coordinators CQI developed and hosted a successful training for EMS quality improvement managers in 

Northern California.  Training is scheduled in Southern California on November 17th and 18th at the EMS Agency.  
Contact S. Mori if you are interested in attending as registration is required.  Public Safety providers are 
evaluating the use of waveform capnography in adult cardiac arrest patients with bag-mask-ventilation and may 

start to review stroke assessment specifically for mLAPSS and LAMS.  Private providers are evaluating transfer of 
care vital signs and wall time for non 9-1-1 transports. 

 4.7 EMT Program Update (Reich) 
  Public comment to EMSA for the EMT Regulations is closed.  A second public comment with responses to the 

initial public comment period should be released by EMSA in the near future. Potential changes include an 
increase in primary training hours, tactical casualty care first aid, and administration of naloxone and epinephrine. 

 4.8 EMS Update (Tadeo) 

  EMS Update 2017 content is in the early development stages.  PCCs and Nurse Educators will be offered the 
opportunity to participate in the workgroup.  The current topics will include: provider impression and pediatric 
protocols.  Additional topics are currently being evaluated.  The Agency is investigating online education delivery 
and developing an application for EMS protocols. 

        
5. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
  No Unfinished Business 

   
6. NEW BUSINESS       
 6.1 Committee Self Review and Recommendations (Commissioner Binch) 
  Commissioner Binch reported that his review of the Education Advisory meeting minutes since 2007, found this 

committee has mostly met for information sharing.  Question to the members of the Committee: Do we continue 
as in the past or develop a more active role to support the commission?  The committee was presented with the 
results of the anonymous survey distributed by Commissioner Binch at the August meeting and via email to 

committee members.  R. Tadeo presented information regarding historical changes of EMS Commission 
subcommittees.  Members discussed the Commission’s goals for this subcommittee, meeting frequency, 
membership structure, and community education such as Public Access bleeding control kits, AEDs, drowning 
prevention and community CPR.  Commissioner Binch identified two options:  the subcommittee could remain in 
its existing state or as an ad hoc committee at the will of the Commission to address specific issues.  Several 
members expressed their interest in maintaining this subcommittee. 
Three motions were brought forward by members. 

1st motion by K. Leasure:  Maintain Education Advisory committee with the current meeting schedule.  Second by 
A. Aumann.  Motion carried by unanimous vote of eligible members. 
2nd motion by K. Leasure:  In principle, maintain the current membership of the Education Advisory committee 
and expand the current membership by adding Provider Agency position representatives not already included in 
the current structure.  Second by R. Carey.  Motion carried by unanimous vote of eligible members. 
3rd motion by J. Karras:  Expand this committee’s mission and role to include review and recommendations of 
public education initiatives related to EMS in addition to its current related functions.  Second by R. Carey.  
Motion carried by unanimous vote of eligible members. 
Commisioner Binch thanked the committee members for their time and participation.  A second anonymous 
survey was distributed and requested to submit today in person, by mail or email. 

   
7. OPEN DISCUSSION       
  No Discussion 
   
8. ADJOURNMENT -  The meeting adjourned at 11:57 a.m. Next meeting: Wednesday, December 21, 2015 at 10:00 a.m. 

 

 

















                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
County of Los Angeles                                                                                 

Department of Health Services 

 

              
                        EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES COMMISSION 

 

PROVIDER AGENCY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 

MINUTES 
 

 

Wednesday, October 19, 2016 
 

 
MEMBERSHIP / ATTENDANCE 

 
MEMBERS     ORGANIZATION  EMS AGENCY STAFF PRESENT 

   Dave White, Chair  EMSC, Commissioner   Cathy Chidester    Richard Tadeo 
  Robert Ower, Vice-Chair  EMSC, Commissioner  Christ Clare Susan Mori  
  LAC Ambulance Association  EMSC, Commissioner  Christy Preston Paula Rashi 
  LAC Police Chiefs’ Association  EMSC, Commissioner  David Wells Cathlyn Jennings 
  Jodi Nevandro    Area A  Sara Rasnake Yvonne Elizarraraz 
  Sean Stokes    Area A Alt (Rep to Med Council, Alt)  Lorrie Perez Karen Rodgers 
  Nick Berkuta   Area B  Gary Watson 
  Clayton Kazan, MD  Area B, Alt. 

   Victoria Hernandez Area B Alt. (Rep to Med Council)  OTHER ATTENDEES 
  Ken Leasure   Area C     Kris Thomas  Ambulnz Ambulance 
  Susan Hayward  Area C, Alt    Nick Erickson  Ambulnz Ambulance 

    Richard Roman                       Area E     Barry Snyder  LACoFD Life Guard 
   Mike Beeghly  Area E, Alt.     Kyle Power  LACoFD Life Guard 
   Josh Hogan     Area F     Drew Bernard Emergency Ambulance 

  Joanne Dolan  Area F, Alt.  Ian Wilson PRN Ambulance 
  Mike Hansen  Area G (Rep to BHAC)   Monica Bradley Culver City FD 
  Michael Murrey  Area G, Alt. (Rep to BHAC, Alt.)  Tisha Hamilton AMR Ambulance 
  Corey Rose   Area H (Rep to DAC)   Julian Zermeno Santa Monica FD 
  Miguel Escobedo     Area H, Alt.    Roger Braum  Culver City FD 
  Adam Richards  Employed EMT-P Coordinator (LACAA) Ellsworth Fortman LAFD 
  VACANT  Employed EMT-P Coordinator, Alt. (LACAA)      Caroline Jack Torrance FD 
  Jenny Van Slyke   Prehospital Care Coordinator (BHAC) Mike Barilla  Pasadena FD 
  Alina Chandal  Prehospital Care Coordinator, Alt. (BHAC) Trevor Stonum MedCoast Ambulance 
  Andrew Respicio  Public Sector Paramedic (LAAFCA)             Nicole Steeneken LACoFD 
 James Michael Public Sector Paramedic, Alt. (LAAFCA) Yuh Son Kim LACoFD 

  Maurice Guillen Private Sector EMT-P (LACAA) William Gonzales AmbuService Amb 
   Scott Buck Private Sector EMT-P, Alt. (LACAA) John Pringle 

   Marc Eckstein, MD Provider Agency Medical Director (Med Council) Ben Esparza 
 Stephen Shea, MD Provider Agency Medical Director, Alt. (Med Council)     Nanci Medina 

  Diane Baker     Private Sector Nurse Staffed Ambulance Program (LACAA)   
  Vacant Private Sector Nurse Staffed Ambulance Program, Alt (LACAA)  
    

 
LACAA – Los Angeles County Ambulance Association * LAAFCA – Los Angeles Area Fire Chiefs Association * BHAC – Base Hospital Advisory Committee * DAC – Data Advisory Committee 

 
 CALL TO ORDER:  Chair, Commissioner Dave White called meeting to order at 1:05 p.m. 

 
1. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  (Berkuta/Leasure) August 17, 2016 minutes were approved as written.   

 
2. INTRODUCTIONS / ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

None 
 

3. REPORTS & UPDATES 
 
3.1 EMS Update 2017 (Richard Tadeo) 

 
• The EMS Agency is requesting representatives from Base Hospital Advisory Committee 

and Provider Agency Advisory Committee to join a workgroup that will assist with the 
planning of EMS Update 2017. 
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• Topics currently being considered include: primary and secondary impressions, pediatric 

protocols, and development of a mobile app for the treatment protocols,  
• Those interested in participating in the EMS Update 2017 workgroup, may contact Richard 

Tadeo. 
 

3.2 2016 EMS Data Report (Richard Tadeo) 
 
• Recently published Data Report was reviewed. 
• This Annual EMS Data Report is currently available on the EMS Agency’s webpage; printed 

copies will soon be available.  
 

3.3 Comprehensive Stroke Center (Richard Tadeo) 
 
• The EMS Agency is currently developing Agreements and Standards for the 

Comprehensive Stroke Center (CSC). 
• CSCs will be required to secure an Agreement with transport providers, which would reduce 

the need to activate 9-1-1 for secondary transportation. 
• Target date to implement CSC is March/April 2017.  It is expected that approximately 6-7 

hospitals will be ready to participate.  
  

3.4 Standardized Drug Formulary (Richard Tadeo) 
3.5 Reference No. 1309, Medical Control Guideline: Color Code Drug Doses (Richard Tadeo) 
 

• Education for these topics have already been distributed. 
• Due to concerns identified related to medications, the EMS Agency will be sending out a 

memo to all providers that will further clarify the following medications:  Atropine, Sodium 
Bicarbonate, Naloxone (Narcan) and Dextrose 10%. 

• Committee identified other concerns and requested that the implementation of the 
Standardized Drug Formulary and Color Code Drug Doses be postponed until EMS Update 
2017. 

• The EMS Agency will provide notification to all providers on decision to either move forward 
or postpone the implementation of the Drug Formulary and Reference No. 1309. 
 

4. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 

No unfinished business. 
   

5. NEW BUSINESS 
 

5.1 Reference No. 510, Pediatric Destination (Karen Rodgers) 
 
  Policy reviewed and approved with the following recommendations: 
 

• Page 3 of 3, Policy II, G: add examples of “Focal neurologic signs”, including atypical migraine, 
pediatric stroke, and small focal/petite mal seizures 

• Page 3 of 3, Policy II: add Section H, “Choking associated with cyanosis” 
• Include policy in EMS Update 2017 

 
M/S/C (Kazan/Nevandro): Approve Reference No. 510, Pediatric Patient Destination.   

 
5.2 Reference No. 516, Return of Spontaneous Circulation (ROSC) Patient Destination (Paula Rashi) 

 
   Policy reviewed and approved as written. 
 

M/S/C (Berkuta/Leasure): Approve Reference No. 516, Return of Spontaneous Circulation 
(ROSC) Patient Destination. 
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5.3 Reference No. 911, Public Safety First Aid (PSFA) and Basic Tactical Casualty Care (BTCC) Training 

Program Requirements (Richard Tadeo, Cathy Chidester, David Wells) 
 
  Policy reviewed and approved as written. 
 
  M/S/C (Hogan/Murrey): Approve Reference No. 911, Public Safety First Aid (PSFA) and Basic  
  Tactical Casualty Care (BTCC) Training Program Requirements. 
 
   6. OPEN DISCUSSION:  
 
    None. 
 

7. NEXT MEETING:  December 21, 2016 
 

 8. ADJOURNMENT: Meeting adjourned at 1:58 p.m. 



DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH SERVICES        
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 
 
SUBJECT:   PUBLIC SAFETY FIRST AID (PSFA) AND  
                    BASIC TACTICAL CASUALTY CARE (BTCC) 
         TRAINING PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS   REFERENCE NO. 911 

EFFECTIVE: XX-XX-16  PAGE 1 OF 7 
REVISED: New 
SUPERSEDES: N/A 
 
APPROVED:  _____________________    _________________________ 
                       Director, EMS Agency           Medical Director, EMS Agency 

 

 
PURPOSE: To establish procedures for public safety agencies in Los Angeles County to 

obtain approval for a Public Safety First Aid and/or BTCC training program 
and requirements to maintain program approval. 

 
AUTHORITY:  California Code of Regulations, Title 22, Chapter 1.5 

Health and Safety Code, Div. 2.5, Section 1797, et seq. 
Training Standards for Basic Tactical Casualty Care and Coordination with 
EMS during Terrorism Incidents (EMSA #170) 

 
DEFINITIONS: 
 
Approved PSFA and/or BTCC Training Program:  A public safety agency in Los Angeles County 

that has been approved by the EMS Agency or the EMS Authority to train personnel in public 
safety first aid and/or basic tactical casualty care first aid. 
 
Public Safety Personnel:  Firefighter, lifeguard (of a municipality), or peace officer (as defined by 

section 830 of the Penal Code) not employed as an EMT. 
 
Tamper Resistant:  A procedure or technique to prevent alteration, fraud or forgery of a document 

designed by the PSFA and BTCC training program. 
 
PRINCIPLES: 

 
1. Only public safety agencies that employ public safety personnel are eligible to apply 

for approval of a PSFA and/or BTCC training program.  
 

2. Training and competency evaluation for all personnel shall meet the minimum 
requirements set forth by the California EMS Authority and the Los Angeles County 
EMS Agency. 

 
3. Instructors must have adequate training, credentials and/or experience in 

educational content and methodology in order to ensure that courses adequately 
address the educational requirements and needs of the personnel. 

 
POLICY: 
 
I. TRAINING PROGRAM APPROVAL 
 

The EMS Agency has the primary responsibility for approving and monitoring the 
performance of Public Safety First Aid and BTCC Training Programs in Los Angeles County 
to ensure compliance with local policies, statutes, regulations and guidelines. 
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A. Approval Process: 

 
1. The EMS Agency shall be the approving agency for non-state public safety 

agency PSFA and/or BTCC training programs whose headquarters are 
located within Los Angeles County. 

 
2. The California EMS Authority shall be the approving agency for PSFA and 

BTCC training programs for state public safety agencies. 
 
3. Program approval may be granted up to four (4) years from the last day of 

the month in which the application is approved.  This approval is not 
transferable from person to person or organization to organization. 

 
B. Training Program Application Process: 

 
1. Interested public safety agencies shall obtain a PSFA and BTCC training 

program application packet from the EMS Agency website. 
 
2. Courses shall not be advertised or offered until approval has been granted. 
 

3. The application packet shall contain: 
 
a. A complete training program application signed by the program 

director identifying which program(s) applying for approval. 
 
b. Curriculum vitae and copies of applicable licenses and certifications 

of the program director and instructors. 
 

c. A complete training program meeting the requirements set forth in 
California Code of Regulations, Title 22, Chapter 1.5 and/or EMSA 
Guideline #170 to include but not limited to: 

 
i. Course schedule 
ii. Instructional objectives 
iii. Lessons/training 
iv. Written and skills performance evaluations with: 

1. Answer key 
2. Passing criteria 

 
d. A letter or memo, signed by the program director or Chief for the 

PSFA training program, which states: 
 

i. All personnel will be trained in CPR equivalent to BLS for the 
Healthcare Provider (American Heart Association) or 
Professional Rescuer (American Red Cross) 

 
ii. Training will be competency based and consist of no less than 

eight hours for retraining. 
 

iii. Retraining and evaluation of competency of all personnel will 
be performed every two years. 
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e. A letter or memo, signed by the program director or Chief for the 

PSFA and BTCC training programs that all personnel shall receive a 
copy of trauma center locations in Los Angeles County provided by 
the EMS Agency. 

 
f. A copy of the attendance record or description of the on-line 

registration process and tracking of course completion requirements. 
 
g. A copy of the course completion certificate. 

 
4. The EMS Agency shall notify the applicant within thirty (30) days that the 

application was received and specify missing information.  Failure to submit 
missing information within thirty (30) calendar days of notification will result 
in denial of the program. 

 
5. The EMS Agency shall notify the applicant in writing within sixty (60) days 

from the receipt of a complete application of the decision to approve or deny.  
The application is only considered for approval if it is complete and all 
requirements are met. 

 
6. The EMS Agency may deny an application for cause as specified in 

subsection I.C.2. 
 

C. Denial/Revocation/Probation of a Training Program 
 

1. The EMS Agency may, for cause: 
 

a. Deny any provider application 
 
b. Revoke provider approval 
 
c. Place provider on probation 

 
2. Causes for these actions include, but are not limited to the following: 
 

a. Violating or attempting to violate, directly or indirectly, or assisting in 
or abetting the violation of, or conspiring to violate any of the terms of 
the California Code of Regulations, Title 22, Chapter 1.5; the 
California Health and Safety Code, Division 2.5, EMSA Guideline 
#170; or Los Angeles County Emergency Medical Services 
Prehospital Care Policies. 

 
b. Failure to correct identified deficiencies within the specified length of 

time after receiving written notices from the EMS Agency. 
 

c. Misrepresentation of any fact by a provider or applicant of any 
required information. 

 
3. The EMS Agency may take such action(s) as it deems appropriate after 

giving written notice and specifying the reason(s) for denial, revocation, or 
probation. 
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4. If a program approval is revoked, training provided after the date of action 
shall be invalid. 

 
5. A training program is ineligible to reapply for approval following a denial or 

revocation for a minimum of 6 months. 
 
6. If a training program is placed on probation, the terms of probation, including 

approval of an appropriate corrective action plan, shall be determined by the 
EMS Agency.  During the probationary period, prior approval of all courses 
offered must be obtained.  Course documents must be submitted to the EMS 
Agency at least thirty (30) days prior to each course being offered.  Written 
notification of course approval shall be sent to the training program within 
fifteen (15) days of the receipt of the request.  Renewal of the training 
program approval is contingent upon completion of the probationary period. 

 
D. Notification 

 
The EMS Agency shall notify the California EMS Authority of each training program 
approved, denied or revoked within their jurisdiction within thirty (30) days of action. 

 
II. TRAINING PROGRAM RENEWAL 
 

A. PSFA and BTCC Training Programs shall be renewed if the provider applies for 
renewal and demonstrates compliance with the requirements of this policy. 

 
B. The training program must submit a complete application packet for renewal sixty 

(60) calendar days prior to the expiration date in order to maintain continuous 
training program approval. 

 
III. TRAINING PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS 
 

A. Approved training programs shall ensure that: 
 

1. The content of all PSFA and/or BTCC training is relevant, enhances the 
practice of prehospital emergency medical care, and is related to the 
knowledge base or technical skills required for the practice of PSFA and/or 
BTCC. 

 
2. All records are maintained as outlined in this policy. 
 
3. The EMS Agency is notified within thirty (30) calendar days of any change in 

name, address, telephone number, or program director. 
 
4. All records are available to the EMS Agency upon request. 
 
5. The training program is in compliance with all policies and procedures. 
 

B. A training program may be subject to scheduled site visits by the EMS Agency for 
program audits. 

 
C. Individual classes/courses are open for scheduled or unscheduled visits/educational 

audits by the EMS Agency and/or the local EMS Agency in whose jurisdiction the 
course is conducted. 
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IV. TRAINING PROGRAM STAFF REQUIREMENTS 
 

Each training program shall designate a program director and instructor(s) who meet the 
requirements.  Nothing in this section precludes the same individual from being responsible 
for more than one function. 

 
A. Program Director 

 
Each training program shall have an approved program director that shall provide 
administrative direction and is qualified by education and experience in program 
development, methods, materials and evaluation of instruction. 

 
1. Program director’s qualifications by education and experience shall be 

documented by 40 hours of training in teaching methodology such as: 
 

a. Four (4) semester units of upper division credit in educational 
materials, methods and curriculum development or equivalent OR 

 
b. California State Fire Marshall (CSFM) “Training Instructor 1A, 1B, 

and 1C” OR 
 
c. National Association of EMS Educators “EMS Educator Course” OR 

 
d. POST Academy Instructor Certificate Program – Level 1 

 
NOTE:  New program requests shall meet this requirement upon submission 
of application for approval.  Current approved programs may receive 
provisional status up to one year in order to meet this requirement with 
approval for change in personnel. 

 
2. The duties of the program director shall include, but are not limited to: 

 
a. Administering the PSFA and/or BTCC program and ensuring 

adherence to state regulations, guidelines and established EMS 
Agency policies 

 
b. Approving all methods of evaluation 
 
c. Approving instructor(s) 
 
d. Signing all course completion records and maintaining those records 

in a manner consistent with this policy 
 

e. Attending the mandatory EMS Agency Orientation Program within six 
(6) months of approval as the program director 

 
f. Attending all mandatory PSFA and/or BTCC program updates 

 
g. Act as a liaison to the EMS Agency 
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B. Instructor 

 
Each training program shall submit instructors for approval by the EMS Agency as 
qualified to teach the topics assigned. 

 
1. Instructor qualifications shall be based on one of the following: 

 
a. Currently licensed or certified in their area of expertise, OR 
 
b. Have evidence of specialized training which may include, but is not 

limited to, a certificate of training or advanced education in a given 
subject area, OR 

 
c. Have at least one (1) year of experience, within the last two (2) years, 

in the specialized area in which they are teaching, OR 
 
d. Be knowledgeable, skilled and current in the subject matter of the 

course or activity 
 
VII. CO-SPONSORING A COURSE 
 

When two or more PSFA and/or BTCC training programs co-sponsor a course, only one 
approved training program provider shall be used for that course, and that program 
assumes the responsibility for all training requirements. 

 
X. EDUCATION ATTENDANCE RECORD 
 

A. An Education Attendance record must be completed for all training provided.  Each 
student must sign an attendance record or register online in order to receive credit. 

 
B. The information on the Education Attendance Record must contain all the elements 

set forth in the PSFA and BTCC training program application packet. 
 
C.  Attendees shall sign in or register only for themselves.  Signing for another 

individual is strictly prohibited and subject to action. 
 
D. The original Attendance Record shall be maintained by the provider.  A legible copy 

(unless the original is requested) of the following attendance records shall be 
submitted to the Office of Program Approvals within fourteen (14) days of a request 
unless a specific time frame is specified by the EMS Agency. 

 
XI. COURSE COMPLETION CERTIFICATES AND DOCUMENTS 
 

Providers shall issue a tamper resistant document (method determined by the training 
program) and contain all the elements set forth in the training program application packet as 
proof of successful completion of a course within thirty (30) calendar days. 
 

XII. RECORD KEEPING 
 

Each training program shall maintain the following records on file: 
 

A. Original written and skills performance evaluation and answer key 
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B. Course Schedule 
 
C. Attendance Record. 
 
D. Curriculum vitae or resume from each instructor providing the course, class or 

activity, and verification that the instructor is qualified to teach the topics assigned, 
or have evidence of specialized training which may include, but is not limited to, a 
certificate of training or an advanced degree in a given subject, or have at least one 
year of experience within the last two years in the specialized area in which they are 
teaching, or be knowledgeable, skillful and current in the subject matter of the 
course, class or activity. 

 
E. Copies of all program materials and handouts provided 
 
F. Original or summary of performance evaluations administered 
 
G. Documentation of course completion certificates issued 
 
H. All records shall be maintained for four (4) years 
 
I. All records must be available when audits are conducted or upon request 

 
CROSS REFERENCES: 
 
Prehospital Care Manual: 
Ref. No. 504, Trauma Patient Destination 
Ref. No. 840, Medical Support During Tactical Operations 
 
Los Angeles County EMS Agency, PSFA and BTCC Training Program Application Packet 
 
California EMS Authority, Training Standards for Basic Tactical Casualty Care and Coordination 
with EMS during Terrorism Incidents, 2016 (EMSA #170)  
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INTRODUCTION 
 
The Emergency Medical Services (EMS) Commission was established by the Board of 
Supervisors in October 1979 under Ordinance No. 12332 of the County Code, Chapter 3.20.  
The EMS Commission performs the functions of the Emergency Medical Care Committee as 
defined in the Health and Safety Code, Section 1797.270, et seq.   
 
The EMS Commission acts in an advisory capacity to the Board of Supervisors and the Director 
of Health Services regarding County policies, programs, and standards for emergency medical 
services, including paramedic services throughout Los Angeles County. 
 
The EMS Commission is comprised of 19 members appointed by the Board of Supervisors of 
which five members are public members representing each of the County Supervisorial 
Districts.  Each of these 19 members serves a four year term at the pleasure of the Board of 
Supervisors and may not serve more than two consecutive four-year terms as stipulated in the 
EMS Commission Bylaws.  The Board of Supervisors can authorize a commissioner to serve 
beyond the two-consecutive terms upon request. 
 
The EMS Commission meetings are held on the third Wednesday of each odd month at 1:00 
PM in the EMS Commission Hearing Room, 10100 Pioneer Boulevard, 1st Floor, Santa Fe 
Springs, CA 90670 and are open to the public.  The EMS Agency is conveniently located in the 
same building on the 2nd Floor. 
 

DUTIES 

The Commission performs the functions of the Emergency Medical Care Committee as defined 
in Sections 1750 et seq. of the Health and Safety Code and shall have the following duties: 

 Act in an advisory capacity to the Board of Supervisors and the Director of Health 
Services regarding County policies, programs, and standards for emergency medical 
care services throughout the County, including paramedic services. 

 Establish appropriate criteria for evaluation and conduct continuous evaluations on the 
basis of these criteria of the impact and quality of emergency medical care services 
throughout Los Angeles County. 

 Conduct studies of particular elements of the emergency medical care system as 
requested by the Board of Supervisors, the Director of Health Services or on its own 
initiative; delineate problems and deficiencies and to recommend appropriate solutions. 

 Acquire and analyze the information necessary for measuring the impact and the quality 
of emergency medical care services. 

 Report its findings, conclusions and recommendations to the Board of Supervisors at 
least every twelve months. 

 Review and comment on plans and proposals for emergency medical care services 
prepared by County departments. 

 Recommend, when the need arises, that Los Angeles County engage Independent 
contractors for the performance of specialized, temporary, or occasional services to the 
Commission which cannot be performed by members of the classified service, and for 
which the County otherwise has the authority to contract. 

 Advise the Director and the Department of Health Services on the Policies, procedures, 
and standards to control the certification of mobile intensive care nurses and 
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paramedics.  Proposals of any public or private organization to initiate or modify a 
program of paramedic services or training 

 
 

EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES COMMISSIONERS 

Carole A. 
Snyder, RN 

Chief Robert E. 
Barnes

Mr. Frank 
Binch

Erick H. 
Cheung, M.D., 

Vice Chair

Margaret 
Peterson Ph D

Robert 
Flashman

John C. 
Hisserich, Dr. 

Clayton Kazan, 
M.D. 
Ch i

Nerses Sanossian, 
M D FAHA

Mr. Colin 
Tudor

James Lott, 
Psy.D.

Mr. Gary 
Washburn 

P bli M b

Ms. Cathy 
Chidester 

Ms. Marilyn 
Rideaux

No 
photo

Lt. Brian S. 
Bixler

No 
photo

No 
photo

FF/Paramedic 
Paul Rodriguez

No 
photo

Fire Chief David 
White

VANCANCIES 
 

Public Member, First Supervisorial 
District
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Vacancies       
Public Member, First Supervisorial District 
Southern California Chapter-American College of Surgeons 
Southern California Public Health Association 
 
New Appointments  
Mr. Robert Ower (12/15/2015) L. A. County Ambulance Association 
Lt. Brian Scott Bixler (2/23/2016) Peace Officers Association of LA 
County 
Chief David White (1/19/2016) L.A. Area Fire Chiefs’ Association 
FF/Paramedic Paul S. Rodriguez (4/5/2016) CA State Firefighters’ Association 
 
Re-Appointments  
Mr. Frank Binch 
Erick H. Cheung, M.D. 
John Hisserich, Dr. PH. 
James Lott, PsyD., MBA 
Margaret Peterson, PH.D. 
Nerses Sanossian, M.D. 
Carole Snyder, RN 
   
Resignations  
Mr. David Austin (11/19/2015) L. A. County Ambulance Association 
Lt. Andres Ramirez (11/19/2015) Peace Officers Association of LA 
County 
Chief Jon Thompson (11/19/2015) L.A. Area Fire Chiefs’ Association 
Chief Raymond Mosack (1/20/2016) CA State Firefighters’ Association 
Mr. Bernard Weintraub (4/1/2016) So CA Public Health Association  
     
Elected Officers 
Clayton Kazan, M.D., Chair 1/21/2015 – Present 
Erick Cheung, M.D., Vice Chair 1/21/2015 – Present 
 
 
Areas of Discussion 
 

 Community Paramedicine Pilot Project in the County (ongoing) 
 1+1 Paramedic Staffing Model 
 Physician Services for Indigent Program – Proposed increase of the reimbursement rate 

for Fiscal Year 2015-2016 
 Transport of 5150 Patients:  The EMSC recommended that an ad hoc committee be 

identified to develop a blueprint for addressing behavioral emergencies in the prehospital 
setting.  Meeting have been ongoing throughout the year. (ongoing) 

 Active legislation of interest to EMS 
 

Accomplishments 
 

 The Los Angeles Surgical Society which is represented on the EMS Commission ceased 
to exist.  The EMS Agency drafted an ordinance change to the Board of Supervisors to 
fill the vacancy with a practicing trauma surgeon affiliated with the Southern California 
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Chapter of the American College of Surgeons (ACS).  The Ordinance change was 
adopted by the Board of Supervisors on February 11, 2016. 

 A mandatory public hearing was held in conjunction with the September 16, 2015 regular 
meeting of the EMS Commission to discuss a proposed Physician Services for Indigent 
Program (PSIP) increase of the reimbursement rate for Fiscal Year 2015-2016 

 Approved the 2014-2015 Annual Report of the EMS Commission at the September 16, 
2015 meeting 

 Recognized key players in the Community Paramedicine pilot project at the November 
18, 2015 meeting; also upon his departure from the EMS Commission, Commissioner 
David Austin, representing the Los Angeles County Ambulance Association was 
honored for his many years of service to the EMS Commission and the EMS community 

 The Commission approved development of an Ad Hoc Committee on November 18, 
2015, to address the Prehospital Care of Mental Health and Substance Use.  The Ad 
Hoc Committee has been meeting and working on a report that will provide a blue print 
for management of behavioral emergencies in a prehospital setting. 
 

Recommendations 
  

 The Commission recommended that the EMS Agency work with the Chairman and Vice 
Chairman of the EMS Commission to identify proper stakeholders to serve on an ad hoc 
committee to develop recommendations for management of behavioral emergencies in 
the prehospital setting. 
 

Policies Approved by the Commission 
 
The Commission approved 35 Prehospital Care Polices between July 1, 2015 and May 31, 
2016. 
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Advisory Committees to the EMS Commission 

 
Base Hospital Advisory Committee  

 
MISSION: 
The Base Hospital Advisory Committee is responsible for all matters regarding MICN 
certification and policy development pertinent to the practice, operation and administration of 
prehospital care. 
 
2015 Commissioners 2016 Commissioners 
Carole Snyder- Chair Carole Snyder- Chair 
James Lott- Vice Chair Margaret Peterson, Ph.D. - Vice Chair 
  
Meetings  
August 10, 2015 - Meeting Canceled 
October 12, 2015  
December 14, 2015 
February 10, 2016  
April 13, 2016  
June 8, 2016  
 
SUMMARY OF COMMITTEE ACTIVITIES 

 
Prehospital Care Policies/Treatment Protocols/Medical Control Guidelines Activity 
During this fiscal year, the Base Hospital Advisory Committee (BHAC) reviewed and took action 
on 34 prehospital care policies.  Thirty-three policies were approved and one policy was 
deleted.   
 
EMS Update 2016 
EMS Update 2016 was an instructor-based module.   
The final topics compiled by the EMS Update 2016 Work Group included: 

 Provider Impression 
 Anaphylaxis 
 Comprehensive Stroke Centers 
 Documentation 
 Pediatric Resuscitation 
 Ventricular Assist Device 
 Hypertension in Pregnancy 
 Emerging Infectious Diseases 
 Surge Plans 
 Hemostatic Agents 
 Needle Thoracostomy 
 911 Re-Triage 

 
Stroke Program Update   
Revised stroke standards were developed, to include specific standards for Comprehensive 
Stroke Centers.  As of June 30, 2016 there were 43 Primary Stroke Centers approved for 
transportation of 9-1-1 patients with stroke symptoms, three of which are located outside of Los 
Angeles County.   



8 | P a g e  
 

 



9 | P a g e  
 

Data Advisory Committee  
 
MISSION: 
The Data Advisory Committee is responsible for all matters regarding quality of prehospital data, 
report generation, prehospital research and policy development impacting TEMIS. 
 
2015 Commissioners      2016 Commissioners 
Robert Flashman –Chair     Nerses Sanossian – Chair 
Ray Mosack – Vice Chair     John Hisserich – Vice Chair 
 
Membership Changes 

 New Medical Council representative Dipesh Patel, MD effective July 2015 
 New Provider Agency Advisory Committee representative Corey Rose, effective 

December 2015 
 New Hospital Association of Southern California (HASC) representative Ryan Burgess, 

effective June 2015 and new HASC alternate Nathan McNeil, effective June 2015 
 Base Hospital Advisory Committee representative Mark Baltau resigned position, 

replaced by Gloria Guerra, effective June 2016 
 
Meetings 
August 12, 2015     
October 14, 2015  
December 9, 2015 
February 10, 2016 
April 13, 2016 
June 8, 2016 – Cancelled due to lack of agenda items 
 
SUMMARY OF COMMITTEE ACTIVITIES 
 
Prehospital Care Policies Activity 
Reference No. 622-622.5 Data Requests and Data Use Agreement reviewed 
 
Data submission verification and cleanup   
Developed data reports that will be sent to the public providers on a quarterly basis to assist 
with data verification and cleanup 
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Education Advisory Committee 
 
MISSION: 
The Education Advisory committee is responsible for all matters regarding issues and policies 
pertinent to EMS curriculum and program development, implementation and evaluation.   
 
2015 Commissioners      2016 Commissioners 
Andres Ramirez - Chair     Frank Binch - Chair 
Frank Binch - Vice-Chair     Gary Washburn – Vice Chair   
Gary Washburn – Commissioner    Bernard Weintraub -Commissioner 
Bernard Weintraub -Commissioner  
 
Meetings: 
August 19, 2015 – meeting canceled due to lack of agenda items 
October 21, 2015 
December 16, 2015 – meeting canceled due to lack of agenda items 
February 17, 2017 - meeting canceled due to lack of agenda items 
April 20, 2016 - meeting canceled due to lack of agenda items 
June 15, 2016 – no quorum 
 
 
SUMMARY OF COMMITTEE ACTIVITES 
 
Nothing to report.  The Education Advisory committee is responsible for issues and policies 
pertinent to EMS curriculum implementation and evaluation.  This advisory committee is 
scheduled to meet every other month on the even months.  In Fiscal Year 2015-2016, the 
committee met once.  Four meetings were canceled due to a lack of agenda items.  The June 
2016 meeting was scheduled but failed to obtain a quorum.  The committee received updates 
on EMS Update, system-wide QI studies and the California EMS System Core Measures report. 
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Provider Agency Advisory Committee  
 
MISSION: 
The Provider Agency Advisory Committee is responsible for all matters regarding prehospital 
licensure, certification/accreditation, and policy development (and revision) pertinent to the 
practice, operation and administration of prehospital care. 
 
2015 Commissioners    2016 Commissioners 
Dave Austin - Chair     Dave Austin - Chair 
Robert Barnes  - Vice Chair     Robert Ower – Vice Chair 
Jon Thompson - Commissioner 
Clayton Kazan, MD - Commissioner 

 
During the fiscal year, this Committee included six different Commissioners; representatives 
from each major fire department and the seven public geographic regions.  Membership also 
included one currently employed paramedic coordinator, one prehospital care coordinator; one 
public sector paramedic; one private sector paramedic; one provider agency Medical Director 
and one critical care transport nurse coordinator. 
 
Meetings  
August 19, 2015 
October 21, 2015 
December 16, 2015 
February 17, 2016 
April 20, 2016 
June 15, 2016 
 
SUMMARY OF COMMITTEE ACTIVITIES 
 
Prehospital Care Policies/Treatment Protocols/Medical Control Guidelines Activity 
During this fiscal year, the Provider Agency Advisory Committee reviewed and took action on 42 
prehospital care policies.  Forty policies were approved, one policy was deleted and currently, 
one policy is tabled.   
 
Topics of discussion included issues related to the Middle Eastern Respiratory Syndrome 
(MERS); Community Paramedicine programs; and the implementation of Comprehensive 
Stroke Centers within Los Angeles County.  This Committee also said good bye to the EMS 
Agency’s Medical Director, William Koenig, MD and welcomed the new Medical Director, 
Marianne Gausche-Hill, MD. 
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