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    AGENDA 
   Meeting of the Beach Commission 

    October 23, 2013 
   9:30 a.m. 

Burton Chace Park 
13650 Mindanao Way 

                                 Marina del Rey, CA  90292 
    

    

1.  CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
     
2.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
       
 (September 25, 2013) 
 
3. OLD BUSINESS   
   

None             
         
        

4. NEW BUSINESS 
 

A. Nominating Committee           (DISCUSSION) 
B. Future Meeting Topics           (DISCUSSION) 

 
      
5. STAFF REPORTS 

 
A.  Ongoing Activities Report (DISCUSS REPORT) 

 Board Actions on Items Relating to Beaches  

 B.  Beach and Marina del Rey Special Events               (DISCUSS REPORT) 
C.  Facilities and Property Maintenance Division Report                    (VERBAL REPORT) 
    Regarding Beach Maintenance                                              
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D. Capital Projects Status Report/Related Activities (DISCUSS REPORT) 
E. Lifeguard Report (VERBAL REPORT) 

                   
6. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 
 
7. COMMUNICATION FROM THE PUBLIC 
 
8. NEXT MEETING DATE & LOCATION – Wednesday, November 27, 2013, at 9:30 a.m. at 

Burton Chace Park Community Room. 
 
9. ADJOURNMENT 

 
 

PLEASE NOTE:   
 
1. The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors adopted Chapter 2.160 of the Los Angeles Code 

(Ord. 93-0031 § 2 (part), 1993), relating to lobbyists. Any person who seeks support or 
endorsement from the Beach Commission on any official actions must certify that he/she is 
familiar with the requirements of this ordinance.  A copy of the ordinance can be provided prior to 
the meeting and certification is to be made before or at the meeting. 

 
2.        The agenda will be posted on the Internet and displayed at the following locations at least 72 

hours preceding the meeting date: 
 
Department of Beaches and Harbors’ Website Address: beaches.lacounty.gov or 
marinadelrey.lacounty.gov 
 
     Department of Beaches and Harbors  Marina del Rey Information Center 
           Administration Building   4701 Admiralty Way 
   13837 Fiji Way  Marina del Rey, CA 90292  
    Marina del Rey, CA 90292 
 
     Burton Chace Park Community Room Lloyd Taber – Marina del Rey Library 
     13650 Mindanao Way    4533 Admiralty Way 
     Marina del Rey, CA 90292   Marina del Rey, CA 90292 
 
Si necesita asistencia para interpretar esta informacion llame al (310) 305-9546.                                                                
  

 

ADA ACCOMMODATIONS: If you require reasonable accommodations or auxiliary aids and 
services such as material in alternate format or a sign language interpreter, please contact the 
ADA (Americans with Disability Act) Coordinator at (310) 305-9590 (Voice) or (310) 821-1737 
(TDD), with at least three business days notice. 

 

 

../../../../D055Share/old_e/Shared%20Directory/Beach%20commission/Meeting%20Packets/2011/march%2011/beaches.lacounty.gov
http://marinadelrey.lacounty.gov/




                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES BEACH COMMISSION 

MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 25, 2013 
 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT    ABSENCES 
Catherine McCurdy, Chair     Walt Dougher 
Ginny Kruger, Vice-Chair     Norman Dupont 
Thomas Barnes      Kelly McDowell 
Clare Bronowski 
Rosi Dagit              
Jeffrey Jennings      
Charles Milam 
Wayne Powell 
Scott Sachs 
Jeffrey Sallee 
Mitch Ward           
Gregory Woodell   
 
STAFF PRESENT 
Gary Jones, Acting Director  
John Kelly, Deputy Director, Facilities/Capital Projects/ 

Maintenance/Traffic Planning/Harbor Engineering Bureau  
Carol Baker, Division Chief, Community & Marketing  

Services Division 
Kyle Daniel, Captain, Lifeguard Division, Los Angeles  

County Fire Department  
Kenneth Foreman, Division Chief, Facilities and  

Property Maintenance Division  
Cesar Espinosa, Planning Specialist, Planning Division 
Maya Saraf, Administrative Analyst, Planning Division  
 
  
GUEST SPEAKER 
None 
 
MEETING LOCATION  
Burton W. Chace Park Community Room  
 
1. CALL TO ORDER AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
Chair McCurdy called the meeting to order at 9:37 a.m.  Chair McCurdy asked Commissioner Sachs to 
lead the Pledge of Allegiance.  The Commissioners and staff stood and recited the Pledge of 
Allegiance.   
 
Chair McCurdy asked Ms. Baker to update the Commission on the status of the Department interim 
Director. Ms. Baker informed the Commission that on August 20th the Board of Supervisors appointed 
Gary Jones as the Acting Director. Ms. Baker asked Mr. Jones to discuss his goals and objectives. Mr. 
Jones reported that the Department was successful in securing funds which allowed for hiring 
additional staff for maintaining the beaches; the focus next would be on using an automated system  
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instead of paper-based for tracking and reporting work orders. Mr. Jones is working on advocating for 
a systematic way of funding beach projects for improving concession buildings, restrooms and 
maintenance yards. He also stated the department is working on promoting and increasing their 
presence in the community in which it serves through social media and other communications efforts. 
Recently the department implemented a new logo, and soon to follow is a redesigning of the website’s 
homepage.  Mr. Jones emphasized his commitment to creating ways for the public to interact with the 
department in obtaining services in the marina and beaches. Chair McCurdy congratulated Mr. Jones 
on his new role.         
 
 
2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Chair McCurdy asked if there was a motion to approve the minutes.  Motion to approve by Vice-
chair Kruger, seconded by Commissioner Woodell, and unanimously approved.   
 
 
3. OLD BUSINESS 

None 
  

  
4. NEW BUSINESS  
  

 
A. Climate Change/Sea Level Rise 

 
Ms. Baker introduced Ms. Maya Saraf, who worked at the department through the administrative intern 

program and was recently hired as a permanent county employee, and Mr. Cesar Espinosa, who 

recently was promoted to Planning Specialist. They will present both agenda items. Mr. Espinosa 

informed the Commissioners of the Board motion that prompted different departments to look at 

various studies regarding climate change. The studies were; UCLA Climate Change Studies, National 

Research Council Sea-Level Rise Study, and the State of California Sea Level-Rise Guidance 

Document. Ms. Saraf presented information on the research studies and showed a short video of Gary 

Griggs, Director of Institute of Marine Sciences at UC Santa Cruz, detailing the studies. Ms. Saraf 

discussed what the next step would be for the department. Commissioner Barnes recommended that 

a sea level rise scenario maps be provided to this Commission when long term projects are being 

considered. Mr. Espinosa stated that various grant applications have been submitted that would 

provide maps for this region. The Commissioners provided a variety of recommendations to staff, such 

as funding resources through the state or past bond measures from the Coastal Commission and 

Coastal Conservancy. The study done by Long Beach Aquarium should be looked at, in part to find 

out what other agencies are doing for the port areas. It was also recommended that staff work with 

SCAG, South Bay City Council of Governments, Environmental Services Center, and the Independent 

Cities Association. Vice-Chair Kruger thanked staff for the informative presentation and asked that a 

follow-up presentation be provided. Chair McCurdy suggested that once staff is ready to report back to 

the Board they can provide a report to this Commission at that time.  
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B. Unfunded Capital Project 

 
Mr. Espinosa discussed the list of Unfunded Capital Beach Project that was provided to the 
Commissioners. The list consists of buildings and facilities along the coast that either need to be 
improved or replaced. In Supervisorial District Three, there are eight projects and one improvement 
project, which include restrooms, parking lots, infrastructure and replacement and upgrade of utilities. 
Supervisorial District Four has the same amount of projects and improvements, including restrooms, a 
maintenance yard, and accessways at Redondo Beach. Mr. Espinosa informed the Commission that 
District Four received funding to repair a total of five restrooms at El Porto, Redondo, and Royal 
Palms. Commissioner Barnes inquired about the priorities of the list and about the cost estimate. Mr. 
Espinoza responded that the list priorities and cost estimate has not been done because funding has 
not been identified. Mr. Jones stated one of his goals is to look at facilities along the beach and 
coastline, identify what needs to be done and to advocate for funding. Mr. Espinosa discussed the 
process of how a project becomes an approved capital project. When funding becomes available, the 
Commissioners requested they be presented with the information to provide their input and 
recommendations. They are requesting that staff provide a rough cost estimate for each project. 
Commissioner Barnes thanked staff for providing the list.        
  
 
5.     STAFF REPORTS 
 

A. Ongoing Activities Report  
 

Ms. Baker presented the report. 
 

B. Beach and Marina del Rey Special Events 
 

Mr. Baker announced the summer camps went smoothly with no major incidents with the operators, 
and increases in activities for kids at Dockwieler Youth Center. She reported that staff has been 
patrolling the beach and citing unlicensed rogue operators. Commissioner Sachs inquired about the 
number of citations written, and suggested going after websites that offer deals for the classes or 
activities. Ms. Baker estimated that 14 citations were given out and stated she will discuss his 
suggestion with County Counsel. Commissioner Powell announced two events that are being held on 
October 27th in Manhattan Beach, the Annual Friendship Circle Pier to Pier Walk and the pumpkin 
races.  
  

C. Facilities and Property Maintenance Division Report (No report was given.) 
  

D. Capital Projects Status Report 
 
Vice-Chair Kruger expressed concern over the septic system replacement and what would happen if 
the sea level rises. Mr. Kelly stated the current septic system requirements are sophisticated and that 
seasonal berms are in place to deal with the storm surge, high tide, and sea level rise for the short-
term. 
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E. Lifeguard Report  

 
Captain Kyle Daniel, in charge of Youth Programs/Communities Services, currently stationed at The 

Strand, provided an update and statistical report.  He reported over 45 million visitors came to the 

county beaches from Memorial Day to Labor Day weekend. The Junior Lifeguard program had over 

3,700 kids complete the program. The Division is looking at splitting the program in half to 

accommodate the growth. Captain Daniel reported there have been a few great white shark sightings, 

and they are in the process of creating a policy on how to handle shark sightings and potential threat.  

L.A. County Lifeguard’s hosted a national lifeguarding competition at Manhattan Beach, and six 

lifeguards attended the International Competition in Japan in which the U.S. came in third. He reported 

one of the lifeguards has a documentary series that can be viewed online at www.sippingsailing.com.  

 

6.      COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 
 
Commissioner Milam announced he volunteers at the Exposition Park and California Science Center 
on Wednesday afternoons and extended an invitation to provide a personalize tour to the staff and 
Commissioners.    
 
Commissioner Woodell encouraged the Commissioners to attend the Coastal Process class on 
October 30th.   
 
Commissioner Barnes commended Mr. Jones for his proactiveness.  
 
Commissioner Sachs requested to have agenda material be printed double sided.  
  
 
7.      COMMUNICATION FROM THE PUBLIC  

None 
   
8.      NEXT MEETING DATE AND LOCATION  
 
The next meeting is scheduled for October 23, 2013, 9:30 a.m. at Burton Chace Park 

9.      ADJOURNMENT 

Chair McCurdy adjourned the meeting at 11:36 a.m.  

 

Respectfully Submitted,  
 
Mindy Sherwood 
Interim Commission Secretary 

http://www.sippingsailing.com/


















                      LOS ANGELES COUNTY BEACH COMMISSION ATTENDANCE REPORT 2013 

Commissioner/  
Appointed by       

Jan. Feb. March April May June July
Meeting 
Cancel 

Sept Oct Nov Total 
Meetings 
Attended 
2013 

Sachs/Ridley-Thomas x x x  X X * X    

Bronowski/Yaroslavsky x x  x X  * X    
Dagit/Yaroslavsky x x   X X * X    
Dupont/Yaroslavsky   x x X  *     

Jennings/Yaroslavsky  x  x X  * X    
Kruger/Yaroslavsky x x x x X X * X    
Woodell/ Yaroslavsky x x x x X X * X    
Barnes/Knabe     X X * X    

Dougher/ Knabe x x x X X X *     

McCurdy/ Knabe x x x X  X * X    
McDowell/ Knabe x x x X  X *     

Milam/ Knabe x x x X X X * X    
Powell/ Knabe  x x  X X * X    

Sallee/ Knabe x x   X X * X    
Ward/ Knabe * * * * X X * X    
            
Stern/Yaroslavsky   

RETIRED          

Pratt/ Knabe  
RETIRED           

Rohrer/ Knabe x  
RETIRED          

Vacant/Molina             
Vacant/Yaroslavsky            

Vacant/Knabe            
Vacant/Knabe            
Vacant/Antonovich            

              INACTIVE MEMBERS (Missed three or more meetings in a row)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

              No regularly scheduled meetings in August or December       *=No meeting       X=Present       Blank=Absent    


