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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS: Coral Tree VM-31 
 
Why is VM-31 being removed? 
VM-31 recently sustained a documented loss of a large structural branch. Following that failure, a 
consulting arborist evaluated the condition of the remaining tree and concluded that although 
substantial pruning could temporarily reduce risk, it would not provide a long-term solution and 
would significantly affect the tree’s stability. Given the tree’s condition and its location near 
frequently used pathways, benches, and gathering areas, removal was recommended. 
 
Why can’t it just be pruned or made shorter? 
That option was evaluated as part of the assessment. Based on the documented limb failure and 
the tree’s existing structure, the consulting arborist concluded that while pruning could reduce 
failure risks in the short-term, significant canopy reduction would compromise the tree’s long-term 
stability. 
 
Why is this tree being removed when nearby coral trees are being kept? 
Each tree was assessed individually. VM-31 differs from the neighboring coral trees because it 
experienced a documented scaffold limb failure. Two nearby coral trees, VM-28 and VM-34, were 
also evaluated and will be preserved through targeted pruning and maintenance based on their 
assessed condition. 
 
Why was the removal paused? 
LA County Beaches & Harbors (DBH) received additional community feedback regarding VM-31 
and took additional time to evaluate the information available before determining next steps. 
 
Did DBH consider information submitted by community members? 
Yes. DBH considered the information, questions, and concerns submitted by community members 
as part of its evaluation of VM-31. Following additional review, DBH determined that removal 
remains the most appropriate course of action based on the available information. 
 
Will the tree be replaced? 
Yes. DBH plans to plant a replacement tree appropriate for the site during the Department’s 2026–
2027 tree work season. 
 
Why remove a tree during nesting season? 
Tree work in Marina del Rey is generally limited to October 1 through December 31 to help protect 
nesting birds. However, County policy allows emergency tree removal outside that period when a 
tree is dead, diseased, dying, or poses a health and safety concern. Prior to any work, DBH will 
comply with applicable environmental requirements and nesting-bird protection measures. 



  
 
 
 
 

 
LEARN MORE 

 
AUBREY AUSTIN PARK TREE UPDATES 
Visit beaches.lacounty.gov/marina-del-rey-parks/ or scan the QR code below to 
learn more about Aubrey Austin Park’s trees, including: 

 Latest community updates 
 Recent Certified Arborist Tree Risk Assessment 
 September 2025 Marina del Rey Annual Level 2 Tree Risk Assessment 

 

 
 
 
QUESTIONS? Email us at  info@bh.lacounty.gov 
 
 
ABOUT LA COUNTY BEACHES & HARBORS 
Los Angeles County Beaches and Harbors (DBH) manages Marina del Rey harbor 
and 23 miles of beaches along the Los Angeles County coastline, including world-
famous Zuma, Malibu Surfrider, Venice, and Manhattan beaches. DBH promotes 
coastal access for everyone through initiatives like Marina del Rey for All and Coastal 
Resilience. To learn more, visit beaches.lacounty.gov and follow @LACDBH on 
Facebook, Instagram, Twitter/X, and YouTube. 
 
 
 


