
 

 

June 15, 2026 

 

 

AUBREY AUSTIN PARK - EMERGENCY TREE WORK 

CORAL TREE VM-31 REMOVAL and CORAL TREE PRUNING (VM-28 & 
VM-34) 

 

To all interested community members: 

The following background information and update on the Aubrey Austin Coral 
Tree removal is provided by the Los Angeles County Department of Beaches and 
Harbors (DBH). 

BACKGROUND: 

 When Marina del Rey was built in the 1950s and 1960s as a human-engineered 
harbor and unincorporated area, Los Angeles County undertook extensive 
landscaping of its parks and streets. During this period, Coral trees (Erythrina afra) 
were commonly planted throughout the community. 

 Over the decades, Coral trees in Marina del Rey (MdR) have shown several 
drawbacks in the local coastal environment. Their wood is relatively brittle, which 
means large branches can break unexpectedly, especially during strong winds. 
Coral trees are also known to have frequent failures of seemingly healthy-appearing 
branches during the longest days of the year, a phenomenon known as “sudden 
limb drop.”  To mitigate resulting risks, the Coral trees in MdR require annual 
inspections by DBH’s contracted arborists and arborist-directed heavy pruning to 
stay safe, adding ongoing maintenance demands. In addition, their shallow, 
spreading root systems can lift or damage sidewalks and nearby infrastructure. 

 Coral Trees in Aubrey Austin Park, including Coral Tree VM-31, exhibit many of the 
same structural and health-related challenges, with a history of ongoing issues such 
as limb failure, trunk splitting, disease, and advanced aging conditions as 
documented by multiple arborists contracted by DBH, each of whom are qualified to 
conduct tree risk assessments. In particular, Coral tree VM-31 is classified in DBH’s 
tree inventory by its contracted arborists as “over mature” meaning that it has grown 
beyond the typical expected size and/or age range for the species under similar 
conditions. 

 In September of 2024, in its Daily Tree Project Monitoring Log for the Aubrey Austin 
Park Improvements Project, DBH’s contracted arborist from Davey Resources 
Group documented an assessment of Coral Tree VM-31 by.  Due to the project 
scope, which included installation of a new sidewalk and access road grading, the 
arborist determined that the tree would not be able to withstand the required root 



pruning. The assessment also identified a diseased trunk, a girdling root, and poor 
structure. Based on these findings, it was recommended that Coral Tree VM-31 be 
removed.  

 In January of 2025, Coral Tree VM-31 was again identified for removal in 
conjunction with the Aubrey Austin General Improvements Project. The project 
required extensive root pruning, including the removal of roots with diameters larger 
than 8” within the excavation areas.  DBH’s contracted arborist determined that this 
level of root loss would likely increase the risk of tree failure. Due to the associated 
public safety concerns, the arborist recommended removing the tree and planting a 
replacement tree during construction. In response to concerns from members of the 
public, DBH subsequently released a public notice stating that no mature trees 
would be removed during construction of the Aubrey Austin General Improvements 
Project, with the caveat that “Should a tree show signs of imminent failure it may 
require removal on an emergency basis in accordance with the Marina del Rey Local 
Coastal Program/Land Use Plan’s policies." 

 On May 19, 2026, Coral Tree VM-31 lost a large limb. Following the incident, DBH’s 
contracted arborist from Amigo Environmental evaluated the tree to determine 
whether the Coral tree poses public health or safety risks.  

UPDATE: 

 DBH’s arborist performed an International Society of Arboriculture (ISA) Level 2 
Tree Risk Assessment Qualification (TRAQ) advanced assessment on Coral Tree 
VM-31 on May 22, 2026 and concluded that proactive removal and suitable 
replacement within approximately 30-90 days is recommended due to the tree’s 
recent major limb failure, over mature condition, and potential risks to life and 
property from future failure(s) in a highly popular location for residents and visitors.  

 The arborist’s report also stated that although mitigation measures such as heavy 
pruning would likely reduce the primary hazard, such pruning would substantially 
alter the tree’s canopy balance, eliminate live branches in its crown area, and further 
compromise the tree’s long-term structural integrity and preservation suitability.  For 
these reasons, the arborist did not recommend pruning – rather, they identified 
removal as the recommended mitigation. 

 To preserve public safety in a highly popular waterfront area of MdR, DBH has made 
the difficult decision to schedule Coral Tree VM-31 for removal based on the findings 
of its’ certified arborist’s most recent Level 2 TRAQ assessment. Consistent with the 
requirements of the Marina del Rey Land Use Plan (LUP), a qualified biologist will 
conduct a pre-removal nesting bird survey to determine whether any active colonial 
waterbird nests are present within 300’ (or 500’ for raptors) of the tree. If active nests 
are identified, the biologist will determine whether the removal activities may 
proceed using hand tools or mechanized equipment, or whether additional protective 
measures or other actions are necessary to avoid impacts to nesting birds.  
 



 Two additional Coral trees (VM-28 and VM-34) at Aubrey Austin were also identified 
as being in poor health, and we asked our arborist to assess their condition.  
Following the evaluation, the arborist determined that the risks associated with these 
trees could be mitigated through targeted crown reduction, canopy maintenance, 
and deadwood removal. Accordingly, we are scheduling emergency pruning of these 
trees under the supervision of our Certified arborist prior to Independence Day. 
 

 A replacement tree of a species appropriate for the site will be planted during DBH’s 
upcoming 2026-2027 tree work season. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 

 Call (424) 526-7900 

 Email: info@bh.lacounty.gov 

About the Department of Beaches and Harbors 
DBH manages Marina del Rey and more than 24 miles of beaches along the Los 
Angeles County coast, including world-famous Zuma, Malibu Surfrider, Venice, 
Dockweiler and Manhattan beaches. In addition to promoting and maintaining a clean 
coastline, DBH operates Burton Chace Park in Marina del Rey and the Dockweiler 
Youth Center and Dockweiler RV Park at Dockweiler State Beach. For more 
information, visit our website at beaches.lacounty.gov. 
 

 


