
DESIGN CONTROL BOARD MINUTES 
October 15, 2025 

 

Members Present: Meg Rushing Coffee, Chair (First District); Genelle Brooks-Petty, Vice Chair 
(Second District); Sing Sing Lee, Member (Third District)  
 
Members Absent: Steven Cho, Member (Fourth District), Harold Suetsugu, Member (Fifth 
District) 
 
Department Staff Present: Amy Caves, Chief Deputy Director; Warren Ontiveros, Deputy 
Director; Maral Tashjian, Planning Chief; Sean Sackett, Planning Specialist; Porsche Nauls, 
Departmental Facilities Planner II; Duane Johnson, Senior Public Information Specialist; Lola 
Reyna, Secretary 
 
County Staff Present: Sonia Chan, County Counsel; William Chen, Department of Regional 
Planning 
 
Guests Testifying: Christopher and Adria Sorenson, Sorenson Architects, Inc.; Taiyo Gurule 
and Michael Bockhold, McCarthy Building Companies, Inc.  
 
1. Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance 

Chair Coffee called the meeting to order at 1:35 pm.   
Chair Coffee read the Land Acknowledgement and introduced the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 
2. Approval of the July 16, 2025 Minutes 

Vice Chair Brooks-Petty moved to approve the minutes, seconded by Board Member 
Lee. 

 
Ayes: 3 – Chair Coffee, Vice Chair Brooks-Petty, Ms. Lee   
Nays: 0 

 
3. Consent Agenda 

None 
 

4. Old Business 
A. Parcel 50 – Waterside Shopping Center / Brandy Melville and Chill Since ’93 – DCB #25-

003-B – Consideration of exterior improvements and new signage  
 
Ms. Nauls presented the staff report.  
 
Board Comment 
The Applicants, Mr. and Ms. Sorenson, introduced themselves and provided clarification 
regarding the project boundary in response to Board Member Lee’s request for additional 
explanation concerning a note on the project plans. Chair Coffee requested clarification on 
the proposed signage verbiage, which the Applicants provided. Chair Coffee also asked 
whether the bollards would define the perimeter of the patio space, to which the Applicants 
confirmed they would and added that the proposed planter boxes would also serve to 
delineate the patio boundary. Board Member Lee inquired about the tree proposed for the 
patio area, and the Applicants provided additional information regarding the sycamore tree. 
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The Board then discussed the tenant’s signage allotment prior to formulating conditions. Chair 
Coffee expressed that if the total proposed signage exceeded their allowance under the 
Waterside Shopping Center Master Sign Program (Sign Program), the dinosaur logo on the 
north façade should be removed, as there would be limited visibility of this sign relative to the 
other improvements proposed for the patio.    
 
Public Comment      
None 
 
Vice Chair Brooks-Petty moved to approve DCB Item #25-003-B, seconded by Board 
Member Lee, with the following added conditions: (1) the Applicant shall obtain 
confirmation from the Department of Regional Planning that the proposed signage 
conforms to the maximum allowable square footage for signage at the site according 
to the Sign Program, and (2) should the proposed signage exceed the maximum 
allowable square footage under the Sign Program, the dinosaur logo on the north 
elevation shall be removed. 
 

Ayes: 3 –  Chair Coffee, Vice Chair Brooks-Petty, Ms. Lee   
Nays: 0  
 

B. Parcel 49M – Marina del Rey Parking Structure – DCB #23-012-B – Consideration of 
final design 

 
Ms. Nauls presented the staff report.  

 
Board Comment 
Chair Coffee requested the number of existing parking spaces in the surface lot, and Mr. 
Sackett reported that approximately 155 stalls are currently provided. The Board then 
reviewed project material samples, including those associated with the civic art component. 
Clarification was provided regarding elevator materials, maintenance, security and hours of 
operation, the location of the proposed blue paving, and the placement of the perforated metal 
wave material. Chair Coffee added that although the final design was more simplified, the 
design still appeared visually busy and provided suggestions to further refine the design. 
Board Member Lee asked whether future provisions for rooftop solar panels were included in 
the design, which was confirmed by Mr. Bockhold.  

 
Public Comment      
None 

 
Vice Chair Brooks-Petty moved to approve DCB Item #23-012-B, seconded by Chair 
Coffee. 
 

Ayes: 3 –  Chair Coffee, Vice Chair Brooks-Petty, Ms. Lee  
Nays: 0  
 

5. New Business 
A. Marina del Rey For All Update 
 
Ms. Caves and Mr. Johnson updated the Board on the latest efforts under the Marina del 
Rey For All initiative.  
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6. Staff Reports 

All reports were received and filed. 
 
Moved by Vice Chair Brooks-Petty, seconded by Board Member Lee 

           
 Ayes: 3 –  Chair Coffee, Vice Chair Brooks-Petty, Ms. Lee 

  Nays: 0 
 

7. Public Comment 
None 
 

8. Adjournment 
Moved by Board Member Lee, seconded by Board Member Lee. 

            
Ayes: 3 – Chair Coffee, Vice Chair Brooks-Petty, Ms. Lee 

  Nays: 0 
 
      Chair Coffee adjourned the meeting at 2:54 p.m. 
 
 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 

Lola Reyna 
Secretary for the Design Control Board 
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December 17, 2025 
 

TO:  Design Control Board 

FROM: Gary Jones, Director 

SUBJECT: ITEM 5A – 2026 DESIGN CONTROL BOARD MEETING SCHEDULE 
 
Design Control Board meetings are held at 1:30 p.m. on the third Wednesday of each 
month at the Burton Chace Park Community Building, 13650 Mindanao Way, Marina 
del Rey. Below are the tentative 2026 meeting dates.   
 

• January 21, 2026 
• February 18, 2026 
• March 18, 2026 
• April 15, 2026 
• May 20, 2026 
• June 17, 2026 
• July 15, 2026 
• August 19, 2026 
• September 16, 2026 
• October 21, 2026 
• November 18, 2026 
• December 16, 2026 
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                    December 17, 2025 
 
 
TO:  Design Control Board 
 
FROM: Gary Jones, Director 
 
SUBJECT: ITEM 6A - ONGOING ACTIVITIES REPORT 
 
BOARD ACTIONS ON ITEMS RELATING TO MARINA DEL REY 
On December 2, 2025, the Board of Supervisors (BOS) instructed the Director of the 
Department of Beaches and Harbors to waive $1,166.25 in visitor boat dock fees, $397.50 
in community building fees, $841 for the Right of Entry Permit fee, and $80 for 10 parking 
spaces at parking lot #77, excluding the cost of liability insurance, for the 63rd Annual 
Holiday Boat Parade, to be held on Saturday, December 13, 2025, in Marina del Rey. 
 
In addition, the BOS approved the Marina del Rey Boat Launch Ramp Replacement 
Project (Project), Capital Project No. 8A078, with a total budget of $14,450,000, including 
an appropriation adjustment to transfer $4,444,000 from the Boat Launch Improvements 
Project, Capital Project No. 67954, and $2,950,000 from the Marina Replacement 
Accumulative Capital Outlay Fund Services and Supplies budget, to fully fund the Project. 
The BOS also authorized the Director of Public Works to take the following actions: (1) 
adopt plans and specifications for the Project; (2) advertise for bids when the project is 
ready to be advertised; (3) execute a consultant services agreement with the apparent 
lowest responsive and responsible bidder to prepare a baseline construction schedule for 
an amount not-to-exceed $10,000, funded by the Project funds; (4) determine that a bid 
is nonresponsive and reject a bid on that basis to waive inconsequential and nonmaterial 
deficiencies in bids submitted and to determine, in accordance with applicable contract 
and bid documents, whether the apparent lowest responsive and responsible bidder has 
satisfied all conditions in a timely manner for contract award; (5) award and execute the 
construction contract to the apparent lowest responsive and responsible bidder if the low 
bid can be awarded within the approved total budget; and (6) to take all other actions 
necessary and appropriate to deliver the Project. Furthermore, the BOS authorized the 
Director of Beaches and Harbors to waive the Right-of-Entry Permit and parking fees for 
the proposed Project. 
 
REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION’S CALENDAR 
No items related to Marina del Rey were on the October or November 2025 Department 
of Regional Planning Commission’s agendas.  
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CALIFORNIA COASTAL COMMISSION CALENDAR  
No items related to Marina del Rey were on the October or November 2025 California 
Coastal Commission agendas.  
 
FUTURE MAJOR DESIGN CONTROL BOARD ITEMS 
There are no future major Design Control Board items at this time.   
 
SMALL CRAFT HARBOR COMMISSION MINUTES 
The July and September 2025 Small Craft Harbor Commission meeting minutes are 
attached. The October 2025 meeting was cancelled. The November 2025 minutes are 
still pending. 
 
REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT STATUS REPORT 
The updated “Marina del Rey Redevelopment Projects Report” is attached. 
 
 

GJ:MT:lr 
Attachments (3) 



SMALL CRAFT HARBOR COMMISSION MINUTES 
SPECIAL NIGHT MEETING 

July 9, 2025 
 

Commissioners: Gregory Gorman, Chair; Bernard Kozacik, Vice Chair; Bobby LaBonge  
      

Department of Beaches and Harbors (DBH): Gary Jones, Amy Caves, Chief Deputy Director; 
LaTayvius Alberty, Miguel Covarrubias, Chief Property Manager; Ivy Bordenave-Priestly, Lease 
Specialist.;  

  
Item 1 - Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance 
Chair Gorman called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m., followed by the Land Acknowledgement 
Statement and the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 
Item 2 – Marina Del Rey For All Presentation 
Gary Jones, Director of Beaches and Harbors, welcomed everyone to the meeting and 
explained that the purpose was to introduce the Board of Supervisors’ initiative, Marina del Rey 
For All. He also mentioned that the meeting would include updates from DBH staff, the 
consultant team, and public comments about developments since the last Board meeting. 
 
Wendy Novak, from Placeworks, provided the presentation. 
 
Chair Gorman mentioned that clusters of real estate are expected to become available within 
the next 5 to 7 years, with some coming online as soon as next year. This offers a real 
opportunity to make changes if desired or to be more responsive to individual needs, which is 
why it is so important. He explained that it takes 5 years to build something, then 2 1/2 to 3 
years are spent on planning and deciding what to do, and the last 1 1/2 to 2 years on 
construction. He also said that people tend to start complaining once construction begins. 
However, to have an impact and ensure public input counts, they need to get involved from the 
beginning. This is the start. This is where the decision is made. Therefore, they must participate. 
They need to let us know what they're thinking. What do they want to see? That’s why the 
interactive stations outside are so important. 
 
Mr. LaBonge expressed his interest in working towards an aquatic center. 

 
Public Comment 
Robert Lamont, a long-time resident of Marina del Rey, highlighted the importance of including 
infrastructure in all planning efforts. There are specific infrastructure issues within the marina, 
such as Admiralty Way and other routes, as well as in the broader Los Angeles area, which 
faces severe traffic congestion, especially with the upcoming expansion to Cedars-Sinai. The 
increased traffic will only make the problem worse. He mentioned that any solutions being 
considered must address these issues and carefully evaluate how to manage and reroute 
traffic, since there is gridlock at 4 and 5 p.m. on Admiralty Way. 
 
Paul Lance, a longtime resident of Marina del Rey, emphasized the last point, as it mainly aligns 
with his comments on why this situation is somewhat risky. The infrastructure in Marina exceeds 
its capacity. If the 4th of July event didn't make it clear that police are needed to block traffic 
and control access, then nothing else will. Access to Marina is via Marina, Admiralty, or 
Washington, and anyone who is a resident trying to navigate those routes in the morning or 
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evening knows they are gridlocked. Wanting to bring in new people within a 10-mile radius 
means that, at the first sign of a disaster or traffic jam, chaos could occur every day instead of 
just on the 4th of July. 
 
Marcia Hanscom from Defender Wetlands highlighted her 30 years of involvement in marina 
activities. She explained that the marina was built over historic wetlands before environmental 
laws were in place and should be preserved as the trees support numerous bird species, 
including great blue herons, black-crowned night herons, and snowy egrets, which nest and 
roost in them. These birds coexist with the remaining Biona Wetlands in the State Ecological 
Reserve, which is the only reserve of its kind in Los Angeles County, and is located just south 
of Chace Park and south of Fisherman's Village. She proposed implementing a 25-point 
protection plan for the birds and sea lions, especially given recent sea lion die-offs. The public 
cares deeply about protecting local wildlife, and historically, the marina has often conflicted with 
this goal.  
 
Joan Kessler mentioned that he has lived in the Marina since 1987 and expressed concern 
about the closed restaurants and traffic issues in Marina del Rey. He also discussed the 
potential aquatic center, noting that increasing the number of boats could become a problem 
because people don’t know how to operate them, which can lead to accidents.  
 
Elliott Zimmerman from Blue Water Sailing mentioned his frequent attendance at SCHC 
meetings to represent a small group of stakeholders adequately. He expressed concern that 
the 26 leases scheduled for renovation are primarily used for visitors or marine commerce. 
These include all of H. Basin, parts of G. Basin, most of F. Basin, and sections of D and E 
Basins. These areas, located near Admiralty, are part of the water overlay zone and are 
explicitly covered in the Local Coastal Program. Mr. Zimmerman believes that if a stakeholder 
group is involved, it should consist of small businesses such as sublease holders or entities 
engaged in marine commerce. This includes water operators, water taxi services, and licensees 
providing recreational and commercial access to the water and the county.  
 
Donna Bryce, a Marina City Club resident, stated that most residents are senior citizens and 
should be taken into account. She expressed concerns about parking, safety, and traffic. 
 
Ellen Klugman emphasized that preserving nature should be a priority and voiced her concerns 
about the needs of current residents. She requested an increase in coastal access, for example, 
while also ensuring tenant safety and security for ground-floor residents at Mariners Village 
Apartments. She proposed that the village walkway between sunset and 8 a.m. daily have gates 
that are either existing or replaced and are closed during those hours.  
 
Paula Daniels, a longtime member of the Marina del Rey Outrigger Canoe Club, mentioned her 
previous roles as a Coastal Commissioner and chair of Heal the Bay's Board. She expressed 
appreciation for the initiative and suggested that the aquatic center be located at Mother's 
Beach to better serve personal craft, which are meant for children and others; therefore, the 
current location might not be ideal. Mother's Beach is a popular spot for personal craft, and 
many of their members paddle out from there three times a week, with some going five or more 
times a week. There are also other users—kayaks, stand-up paddleboards, and the Rowing 
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