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FORKLIFT SAFETY 

Prepared by Chief Executive Office, Risk Management Branch 
Loss Control and Prevention Section 

Contact LossControl@ceo.lacounty.gov for additional information 
 
 

Forklifts are used in numerous work settings to move materials. According to the Bureau 
of Labor Statistics, nearly 100 workers are killed and another 20,000 are seriously injured 
in forklift-related incidents each year. The most common types of fatal forklift incidents 
are overturns; falls; and workers struck, crushed, or pinned. Reducing the risk of forklift 
incidents requires comprehensive training, systematic traffic management, and a safe 
work environment, forklift, and work practices. 

 
To ensure employee safety, the following requirements are enforced by Cal/OSHA for 
forklift operation: 

 
1. Train and license operators prior to permitting forklift operation. [See Title 8, California Code of 

Regulations (T8CCR), Section 3668 (a)(2) at http://www.dir.ca.gov/title8/3668.html]. 
 

2. Provide refresher forklift training and evaluation every three years or when an operator 
is observed operating a forklift in an unsafe manner, operator has been involved in an 
accident or near-miss incident, operator has been assigned to operate a different type 
of truck, or conditions in the workplace change affecting the safe operation of the 
forklift. [See T8CCR§3668 at http://www.dir.ca.gov/title8/3668.html]. 

 
3. Maintain training records. Records should include the operator’s name, training date, 

evaluation date, and the identity of the person who conducted the training and 
evaluation. [See T8CCR§3668(f) at http://www.dir.ca.gov/title8/3668.html]. 

 
4. Post and enforce “Operating Rules for Industrial Trucks”. 

[See http://www.dir.ca.gov/dosh/dosh_publications/IndTrucks_Eng.pdf]. 
 

5. Inspect forklifts prior to operation and report any malfunctioning or unsafe conditions. 
If deficiencies are noted, discontinue use of the forklift(s) until repaired. 
[See T8CCR§3650(t)(7) at http://www.dir.ca.gov/title8/3650.html]. 

 
6. Display the rated capacity on the forklift in such a manner that it is readily visible to 

the operator at all times. [See T8CCR§3660(a) at https://www.dir.ca.gov/title8/3660.html] 

 
7. For battery powered forklifts, provide emergency eyewash and shower equipment in 

accessible locations that require no more than 10 seconds for the injured person to 
reach unless the storage batteries are equipped with explosion resistant or flame 
arrestor type vents or located in a compartment or other location exposure. 
[See T8CCR§5162 at http://www.dir.ca.gov/title8/5162.html]. 

 
8. If employees are required to charge batteries, train and instruct employees in proper 

procedures of battery charging. [See T8CCR§5185 at 
http://www.dir.ca.gov/title8/5185https://www.dir.ca.gov/title8/5185.html]  
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Forklift Daily Maintenance Checklist 
Department:   
Location:   
Operator:    

Serial/Unit#:   
Date:   
Supervisor:    

 
Inspect each forklift before operation and report any defective item identified below or unsafe condition 
and discontinue use of forklift until repaired. 

 
CHECK ANY DEFECTIVE ITEM WITH AN “X” AND GIVE DETAILS BELOW 

 
 

ACCELERATOR ENGINE OIL LEVEL LOW OIL PRESSURE 

OIL LEAKS UNUSUAL NOISES OUTRIGGER 

BACKUP SIGNAL FRAME LEVELING OVERHEAD GUARD 

BATTERY CONNECTOR FUEL FILTER RADIATOR FLUID LEVEL 

STEERING GAUGES RADIATOR LEAKS 

PARKING BRAKE HORN TIRES 

SERVICE BRAKE HYDRAULIC CONTROLS TRANSMISSION LEAK 

DOORS HYDRAULIC FLUID LEVEL TRANSMISSION FLUID LEVEL 

MIRRORS HEAD/TAILLIGHTS CONTRACT/EXTEND CONTROL 

STEPS SEAT BELT LOWERING/RAISING CONTROL 

WINDOWS ENGINE BELTS FORK CONDITION 

BATTERY INDICATOR PROPANE TANK LOAD CAPACITY RATING 
PLATE 

 
 
 

DETAILS: 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Make two copies: 1) maintenance and 2) supervisor 
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For original printable format of this poster, visit this LINK 
 

 
 

http://www.dir.ca.gov/dosh/dosh_publications/IndTrucks_eng.pdf
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