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Oscar Valdez 
  Office of the Auditor-Controller 
Destiny Castro 
  Chief Executive Office  
Adrienne M. Byers 
  Office of the County Counsel 

NOTICE OF MEETING AND AGENDA 

The Los Angeles County Claims Board will hold a regular meeting on Monday, March 18, 2024, at 
9:30 a.m., at the Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration, 500 West Temple Street, Sixth Floor, Conference 
Room C, Los Angeles, California 90012.  Members of the public who would like to listen to the open 
session of the meeting or would like to provide public comment may call (323) 776-6996, then enter ID 
958 576 753# at 9:30 a.m. on March 18, 2024. 

Reports of actions taken in Closed Session.  The Los Angeles County Claims Board will report 
actions taken on any Closed Session Items on Monday, March 18, 2024, at approximately 12:50 p.m. 
Members of the public who would like to hear reportable actions taken on any Closed Session items may 
call (323) 776-6996, then enter ID 958 576 753# at 12:50 p.m. on March 18, 2024.  Please note that these 
are approximate start times and there may be a short delay before the Closed Session is concluded and 
the actions can be reported. 

TO PROVIDE PUBLIC COMMENT: 

You may submit written public comments by e-mail to claimsboard@counsel.lacounty.gov or by 
mail to: Attention: Los Angeles County Claims Board, Executive Office, County Counsel, 500 West Temple 
Street, Los Angeles, California, 90012. 

Written public comment or documentation must be submitted no later than 12:00 p.m. on Friday,  
March 15, 2024.  Please include the agenda item and meeting date in your correspondence.  Comments 
and any other written submissions will become part of the official record of the meeting. 

If you wish to address the Los Angeles County Claims Board in person, you may come to the 
Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration, 500 West Temple Street, Los Angeles, California, 90012, and enter 
on the Second Floor.  Please advise the security guard station personnel that you would like to attend the 
public portion of the Claims Board meeting and a security guard will escort you to the Sixth Floor where 
you will be assisted. 

PUBLIC COMMENT: Public comment is limited to the specific items on the agenda and general 
public comment is limited to subject matters within the jurisdiction of the Claims Board. 

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION: The Agenda and any supporting documents will be posted at 
https://lacounty.gov/newsroom/public-information/los-angeles-county-claims-board/ and can be provided 
upon request.  Please submit requests for supporting documents to claimsboard@counsel.lacounty.gov.   

If you would like more information, please contact Claims Board Secretary Laura Z. Salazar at 
lzsalazar@counsel.lacounty.gov or Raina Mey RMey@counsel.lacounty.gov.  

mailto:claimsboard@counsel.lacounty.gov
https://lacounty.gov/newsroom/public-information/los-angeles-county-claims-board/
mailto:claimsboard@counsel.lacounty.gov
mailto:lzsalazar@counsel.lacounty.gov
mailto:RMey@counsel.lacounty.gov
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AGENDA 
1. Call to Order. 

2. Opportunity for members of the public to address the Claims Board on items of interest that are 
within the subject-matter jurisdiction of the Claims Board.   

3. Closed Session – Conference with Legal Counsel – Existing Litigation 
(Government Code section 54956.9, subdivision (a)). 

a. Non-litigated Claim of Magdalena Moran dba Adams Pack Station, Inc. 

 This claim seeks compensation for damages resulting from closure of the access road to 
claimant's business during an ongoing Public Works project; settlement is recommended in 
the amount of $36,000. 

 See Supporting Document 

b. Jose Miguel Hernandez, et al. v. Raymond Jesus Olivas, et al.                                                        
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. 20STCV31814 
 
This lawsuit arises from injuries allegedly sustained in an automobile accident involving an 
employee from the Department of Public Works; settlement is recommended in the amount 
of $35,000. 

 See Supporting Document 

c. Amir Rofougaran, et al. v. Dept. of Water and Power of the City of Los Angeles, et al. 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. 21STCV28730 

 This inverse condemnation lawsuit against the Department of Public Works alleged that a 
storm drain rupture caused flooding and property damage; settlement is recommended in 
the amount of $250,000. 

 See Supporting Document 

d. Victor Curiel, et al. v. Christopher William Gussman, et al. 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. 22STCV07927 

 This lawsuit against the Fire Department arises from alleged injuries sustained in a multiple-
automobile collision involving a paramedic vehicle driven by a Fire Department employee; 
settlement is recommended in the amount of $30,000. 

 See Supporting Document 

e. Logan Shingo Thatcher v. Christopher William Gussman, et al. 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. 22STCV16654 

 This lawsuit against the Fire Department arises from alleged injuries sustained in a multiple- 
automobile collision involving a paramedic vehicle driven by a Fire Department employee; 
settlement is recommended in the amount of $55,000. 

 See Supporting Document 
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f. Francisco Perez v. County of Los Angeles, et al. 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. 20STCV07790 

 This lawsuit arises from injuries allegedly sustained in an automobile accident involving a 
Fire Department vehicle which overturned while transporting inmate fire crew members; 
settlement is recommended in the amount of $125,000. 

 See Supporting Documents 

g. Juan Reyes Lopez v. County of Los Angeles, et al. 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. 20AVCV00732 
 
This lawsuit arises from injuries allegedly sustained in an automobile accident involving a 
Fire Department vehicle which overturned while transporting inmate fire crew members; 
settlement is recommended in the amount of $150,000. 

 See Supporting Documents 

h. Non-Litigated Claims of Jose and Ana Chavez; Alicia Carrillo, Modesto Zepeda, and Ovidio 
Hernandez; Jovani Gomez; Jaime Rodriguez; and Alfredo Terrazas and Marita Florita Ruiz 

 These five tax claims brought by property owners allegedly impacted by fraudulent behavior 
of home improvement contractors under the County's PACE Program seek compensation 
for incomplete construction; settlement for each claim is recommended in the amounts of       
1) $77,239.07, 2) $52,001.47, 3) $33,623.78, 4) $42,051.02, and 5) $20,505.16. 

 See Supporting Document 

i. Luis Enrique Hernandez v. The County of Los Angeles, et al. 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. 22NWCV00036 

 This lawsuit concerns allegations related to the County's PACE program and improper 
release of funds to Plaintiff's home improvement contractor; settlement is recommended in 
the amount of $55,000. 

 See Supporting Document 

j. Janet Cabrera, et al. v. County of Los Angeles, et al. 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. 22STCV00398 

 This lawsuit arises from alleged injuries sustained in an automobile accident involving an 
employee of the District Attorney's Office; settlement is recommended in the amount of 
$200,000.  

 See Supporting Documents 

k. Non-Litigated Claim of Kenneth A. Adams, Jr. 

 This claim concerns allegations of personal injuries and property damage caused by an 
automobile accident involving a patrol vehicle driven by a Sheriff's deputy; settlement is 
recommended in the amount of $46,251.39. 

 See Supporting Document 
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l. Daniel Winners v. County of Los Angeles, et al. 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. 22STCV26751 

 This lawsuit concerns allegations that a deputy from the Sheriff's Department was 
subjected to sexual harassment and retaliation; settlement is recommended in the amount 
of $47,500.  

m. Larry Waldie v. County of Los Angeles 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. 20STCV24195 

 This is a waiver of costs of an appeal against the Sheriff's Department which concerned 
allegations of retaliation; settlement is recommended in the amount of $37,677.72. 

n. Eric Baruch v. County of Los Angeles, et al. 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. 20STCV41980 

 This lawsuit alleges that a Sheriff's deputy was subjected to harassment, discrimination, 
and retaliation; settlement is recommended in the amount of $88,500. 

o. Natalie Jackson v. County of Los Angeles 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. 22STCV14829 

 This lawsuit alleges that a former employee of the Department of Health Services was 
subjected to discrimination, hostile work environment, and retaliation; settlement is 
recommended in the amount of $40,000. 

4. Approval of the Minutes of the February 26, 2024, special meeting of the Claims Board. 

See Supporting Document 

5. Adjournment. 
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CASE SUMMARY 

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION 

CASE NAME  Non-litigated Claim of Magdalena Moran dba Adams 
Pack Station, Inc. 

CASE NUMBER  N/A 

COURT  N/A 

DATE FILED  N/A 

COUNTY DEPARTMENT  Department of Public Works 

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT $ 36,000 

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF  N/A 

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY  Edwin A. Lewis 
Principal Deputy County Counsel 

NATURE OF CASE 
 

This matter involves a claim for damages to the 
claimant's business due to the closure the access 
road to her business during an ongoing project of 
Public Works.  Due to the risks and uncertainties of 
litigation, a full and final settlement of the claim is 
warrented. 

PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE $ 0 

PAID COSTS, TO DATE $ 0 
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CASE SUMMARY 

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION 

CASE NAME  Jose Miguel Hernandez, et al. v. Raymond Jesus 
Olivas, et al. 

CASE NUMBER  20STCV31814 

COURT  Los Angeles Superior Court  

DATE FILED  August 8, 2020 

COUNTY DEPARTMENT  Department of Public Works 

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT $ 35,000 

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF  CHRISTOPHER J. LAURIA, ESQ. 
Law Office of Christopher J. Lauria 
 

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY  RICHARD K. KUDO 
Principal Deputy County Counsel 

NATURE OF CASE 
 

This case involves a motor vehicle intersection 
collision that occurred on August 21, 2018, in the 
City of Inglewood, when a Department of Public 
Works ("DPW") Ford truck driven by an on-duty 
DPW employee driving northbound on Prairie 
Avenue and approaching 103rd Street, turned left 
directly into the path of Jose Miguel Hernandez's 
("Plaintiff's") BMW sedan, which was traveling in the 
opposite direction on southbound Prairie Avenue.  
Plaintiff's wife Amalia Hernandez was not in the car 
when the collision occurred.  Plaintiffs claim to have 
suffered injuries and damage from the accident.  
Due to the risks and uncertainties of litigation, a full 
and final settlement of the case is warranted.  

PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE $ 1,850 

PAID COSTS, TO DATE $ 165 
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CASE SUMMARY 

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION 

CASE NAME  Rofougaran, Amir, et al. v. Department of Water and 
Power of the City of Los Angeles, et al 

CASE NUMBER  21STCV28730 

COURT  Los Angeles Superior Court 
Stanley Mosk Courthouse, Department 62 

DATE FILED  December 2, 2020 

COUNTY DEPARTMENT  Department of Public Works 

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT  $250,000 

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF  Daniel G. Whalen 

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY  Jonathan W. Brazile 
Deputy County Counsel 

NATURE OF CASE 
 

Plaintiffs Amir Rofougaran, Christine Collins, Lauren 
Lindstrom, and Hooman Baratipour allege a storm 
drain owned by Los Angeles County Waterworks 
District No. 29 located uphill from their property 
ruptured, causing their residence, backyard, and 
hillside to flood.  

PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE $ 83,097 

PAID COSTS, TO DATE $ 21,899 
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CASE SUMMARY 

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION 

CASE NAME  Victor Curiel, et al. vs. Christopher William 
Gussman, et al. 

CASE NUMBER  22STCV07927 

COURT  Los Angeles Superior Court  

DATE FILED  March 4, 2022 

COUNTY DEPARTMENT  Fire Department 

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT $ 30,000 

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF  Arutyan Topchuyan, Esq. 
A&T Legal Group 

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY 
 

MELISSA A. McCAVERTY 
Deputy County Counsel 

PATRICK E. STOCKALPER, ESQ. 
Kjar, McKenna & Stockalper, LLP 

NATURE OF CASE 
 

This multiple automobile collision occurred on  
May 4, 2021, when a Los Angeles County Fire 
Department truck driven by a County Firefighter 
made an unsafe lane change on the Interstate 405 
freeway, resulting in separate collisions with 
Plaintiffs and other drivers.  Plaintiffs claim to have 
suffered injuries and damages from the collision.  
Due to the risks and uncertainties of litigation, a full 
and final settlement of the case is warranted  

PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE $ 29,711 

PAID COSTS, TO DATE $ 5,392 
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CASE SUMMARY 

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION 

CASE NAME Logan Shingo Thatcher vs. Christopher William 
Gussman, et al. 

CASE NUMBER 22STCV16654 

COURT Los Angeles Superior Court 

DATE FILED May 19, 2022 

COUNTY DEPARTMENT Fire Department 

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT $ 55,000 

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF Arutyan Topchuyan, Esq. 
A&T Legal Group 

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY MELISSA A. McCAVERTY 
Deputy County Counsel 

PATRICK E. STOCKALPER, ESQ. 
Kjar, McKenna & Stockalper, LLP 

NATURE OF CASE This multiple automobile collision occurred on  
May 4, 2021, when a Los Angeles County Fire 
Department truck driven by a County Firefighter 
made an unsafe lane change on the Interstate 405 
freeway, resulting in separate collisions with Plaintiff 
and other drivers.  Plaintiff claims to have suffered 
injuries and damages from the collision.  Due to the 
risks and uncertainties of litigation, a full and final 
settlement of the case is warranted  

PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE $ 15,147 

PAID COSTS, TO DATE $ 4,105 
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CASE SUMMARY 

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION 

CASE NAME  Francisco Perez vs. County of Los Angeles, et al.  

CASE NUMBER  20STCV07790 

COURT  Los Angeles Superior Court 

DATE FILED  March 3, 2021 

COUNTY DEPARTMENT  Fire Department 

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT $ 125,000 

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF  Michael Sanchez, ESQ. 
Mendez & Sanchez, APC 

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY  Kevin Engelien 
Senior Deputy County Counsel 

NATURE OF CASE 
 

This lawsuit arises from an accident involving a  
Los Angeles County Fire Department truck which 
overturned while transporting inmate fire crew truck 
members on January 24, 2019.  Plaintiff was a 
passenger in the overturned truck and alleges he 
was injured and filed suit.  Due to the risks and 
uncertainties of litigation, a full and final settlement 
of the case is warranted. 

PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE $ 4,865 

PAID COSTS, TO DATE $ 3,943 

 





x



X

Daniela Prowizor

2/21/2024Daniela Prowizor
Digitally signed by Daniela 
Prowizor 
Date: 2024.02.21 09:13:53 -08'00'
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CASE SUMMARY 

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION 

CASE NAME  Juan Reyes Lopez vs. County of Los Angeles, et al. 

CASE NUMBER  20AVCV00732 

COURT  Los Angeles Superior Court 

DATE FILED  October 13, 2020 

COUNTY DEPARTMENT  Fire Department 

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT $ 150,000 

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF  John Rofael, Esq. 
DTLA Law Group 

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY  Kevin Engelien 
Senior Deputy County Counsel 

NATURE OF CASE 
 

This lawsuit arises from an accident involving a  
Los Angeles County Fire Department truck which 
overturned while transporting inmate fire crew truck 
members on January 24, 2019.  Plaintiff was a 
passenger in the overturned truck and alleges he 
was injured and filed suit.  Due to the risks and 
uncertainties of litigation, a full and final settlement 
of the case is warranted. 

PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE $ 4,865  

PAID COSTS, TO DATE $ 3,943  
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Daniela Prowizor
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CASE SUMMARY 

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION 

CASE NAME Five Tax Claims:  Jose and Ana Chavez; Alicia 
Carrillo, Modesto Zepeda, and Ovidio 
Hernandez; Jovani Gomez; Jaime Rodriguez; 
and Alfredo Terrazas & Marita Florita Ruiz 

CASE NUMBER None 

COURT  None 

DATE FILED None. 

COUNTY DEPARTMENT Internal Services Department 

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT Jose and Ana Chavez - $77,239.07 
Alicia Carrillo, et al - $52,001.47 
Jovani Gomez - $33,623.78 
Jaime Rodriguez - $ 42,051.02 
Alfredo Terrazas & Marita Florita Ruiz- $20,505.16 

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF None 

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY  Michael Owens

NATURE OF CASE This is a recommendation to pay five tax claims 
brought by property owners impacted by fraudulent 
behavior of home improvement contractors under the 
County's PACE Program.  Each Claimant alleges their 
home improvement contractors did not complete 
construction on Claimant's residential property. 

PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE $ 0 

PAID COSTS, TO DATE $ 0 



HOA.104564047.5  

CASE SUMMARY 

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION 

CASE NAME  Luis Enrique Hernandez v. The County of 
Los Angeles, et al. 

CASE NUMBER  22NWCV00036 

COURT  Los Angeles Superior Court 

DATE FILED  January 18, 2022 

COUNTY DEPARTMENT  Internal Services Department 

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT $ 55,000 

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF 
 

Steven Marenberg, Esq. 
Margaret Chou, Esq. 
Philip Hwang, Esq. 

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY  Michael Owens, Government Services Division 

NATURE OF CASE 
 

This is a recommendation to settle a civil lawsuit 
brought by Plaintiff Luis Hernandez against County 
of Los Angeles ("County") for the total amount of 
$55,000.  The settlement is inclusive of all attorneys' 
fees and costs.  Plaintiff alleges that County 
improperly released funds for payment to Plaintiff’s 
home improvement contractor prior to the 
completion of the construction on his residential 
property and seeks to nullify the PACE Assessment 
Contract with County. 

PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE $ 58,935.50 

PAID COSTS, TO DATE $ 6,153.65 
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CASE SUMMARY 

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION 

CASE NAME Janet Cabrera, et al. v. County of Los Angeles, et al. 

CASE NUMBER 22STCV00398 

COURT Los Angeles Superior Court 

DATE FILED March 25, 2021 

COUNTY DEPARTMENT District Attorney's Office 

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT $ 200,000 

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF 

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY 

NATURE OF CASE 

Alex and Diana Zeesman, 
Accident Fighters, APC 
Michael J. Gordon, 
Senior Deputy County Counsel 
On March 25, 2021, a vehicle carrying Plaintiffs 
Janet Cabrera, Julia Aleman, Eduviges Aleman, 
and Melanie Sandoval and a District Attorney's 
Office vehicle collided on Golden Valley Road at its 
intersection with Centre Point Way in Santa Clarita.  
Plaintiffs allege the collision caused injuries for 
which they seek compensation.  

Given the risk and uncertainties of litigation, a full 
and final settlement of the case in the amount of 
$200,000 is warranted. 

PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE $ 52,268 

PAID COSTS, TO DATE $ 11,820 





George Gascón

X

Daniela Prowizor

1/31/2024Daniela Prowizor Digitally signed by Daniela Prowizor 
Date: 2024.01.31 11:00:57 -08'00'
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CASE SUMMARY 

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION 

CASE NAME  Non-Litigated Claim of Kenneth A. Adams, Jr. 

CASE NUMBER  N/A 

COURT  N/A 

DATE FILED  N/A 

COUNTY DEPARTMENT  Sheriff 

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT $ 46,251.39 

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF  N/A 

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY  Mark W. Lomax, Deputy County Counsel 

NATURE OF CASE 
 

This claim involves personal injuries and property 
damages sustained when a Sheriff's patrol vehicle 
collided with the claimant's vehicle.  Due to the risks 
and uncertainties of litigation, a full and final 
settlement of the matter is warranted. 

PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE $ -0- 

PAID COSTS, TO DATE $ -0- 
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LOS ANGELES COUNTY CLAIMS BOARD 
 

MINUTES OF SPECIAL MEETING 
 

February 26, 2024 
 

1. Call to Order. 

The meeting of the Los Angeles County Claims Board was called to order at 9:42 a.m.  The 
meeting was held virtually with Claims Board Members participating in person and online.  Claims 
Board Members Chair Steve Robles, Adrienne M. Byers, and Oscar Valdez appeared in person and via 
video conference.  Destiny Castro was also in attendance.   

All other persons present at the virtual Claims Board meeting:  Kent Sommer appeared for the 
Office of the County Counsel.  Christina Lee appeared for the Department of Children and Family 
Services.  Geoffrey Sheldon appeared for Leibert, Cassidy, and Whitmore, LLP.   

 
2. Opportunity for members of the public to address the Claims Board on items of interest 

within the subject-matter jurisdiction of the Claims Board. 

No members of the public appeared in person or were on the public teleconference phone line 
to address the Claims Board. 
 

3. Closed Session – Conference with Legal Counsel – Existing Litigation 
(Government Code section 54956.9, subdivision (a)). 

At 9:42 a.m., Chair Steve Robles convened the meeting in closed session to discuss the item 
listed below as 4(a). 
 

4. Report on Actions Taken in Closed Session. 

No members of the public were present to hear the reportable actions of the Claims Board. 

At 10:18 a.m., the Claims Board reconvened in open session via video conference and reported 
the actions taken in closed session as follows: 

a. Jane Doe, et al. v. County of Los Angeles 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. 21STCV27868 

 This lawsuit concerns allegations that two applicants for intern positions with the 
Department of Children and Family Services were subjected to disability discrimination 
and failure to accommodate. 

 Action Taken: 

 The Claims Board recommended to the Board of Supervisors settlement of Item 4.a. in 
the amount of $2,764,000. 

 Vote: Ayes:  3 – Steve Robles, Adrienne M. Byers, and Oscar Valdez 

5. Approval of the Minutes for the February 5, 2024, regular meeting of the Claims Board. 

 Action Taken: 
  

  The Claims Board approved the Minutes of the February 5, 2024, meeting. 
  
 Vote: Ayes:   3 – Steve Robles, Adrienne M. Byers, and Oscar Valdez 
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6. Adjournment. 

 The meeting was adjourned at 10:20 a.m. 
 
 
     LOS ANGELES COUNTY CLAIMS BOARD 
 
 
 
     By __________________________________ 
                  Derek Stane 
                 Claims Board Secretary 
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