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STATEMENT OF PROCEEDINGS 

FOR THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY CLAIMS BOARD 

HELD IN PERSON AND ONLINE VIA VIDEO CONFERENCE 

ON MONDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2023, AT 9:30 A.M. 
 

Present:  Chair Steve Robles, and Oscar Valdez 
 

Absent:  Adrienne M. Byers 

 

1. Call to Order. 

2. Opportunity for members of the public to address the Claims Board on items of interest 
within the subject matter jurisdiction of the Claims Board. 
 
No members of the public appeared in person or telephonically. 

3. Closed Session – Conference with Legal Counsel – Existing Litigation 
(Government Code section 54956.9, subdivision (a)). 

a. Non-Litigated Claims of Alicia Suyapa Lopez and Paula Vasquez Rivera 

 These claims seek compensation for property damage caused by an automobile 
accident involving a Board of Supervisors employee. 

 Action Taken: 

 The Claims Board approved settlement of Item 4.a. in the amount of $20,849.84. 

 Vote: Ayes: 2 – Steve Robles, and Oscar Valdez. 
 Absent: 1 – Adrienne M. Byers 

 See Supporting Document 

b. Non-Litigated Claim of Kemper Insurance Company ASO Bobby Quintana 

 This claim seeks compensation for property damage caused by an automobile accident 
involving a Sheriff's Department deputy. 

 Action Taken: 

 The Claims Board approved settlement of Item 4.b. in the amount of $25,032.58. 

 Vote: Ayes: 2 – Steve Robles, and Oscar Valdez. 
 Absent: 1 – Adrienne M. Byers 

 See Supporting Document 
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c. Robert Steven Shapiro v. County of Los Angeles, et al. 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case Number 22STCV00741 

 This lawsuit arises from injuries allegedly sustained in an automobile accident involving 
a Sheriff's Department sergeant. 

 Action Taken: 

 The Claims Board approved settlement of Item 4.c. in the amount of $75,000. 

 Vote: Ayes: 2 – Steve Robles, and Oscar Valdez. 
 Absent: 1 – Adrienne M. Byers 

 See Supporting Document 

d. Chad M. Clark, et al. v. County of Los Angeles, et al. 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case Number 19STCV19627 

 This lawsuit arises from injuries allegedly sustained in an automobile accident involving 
a Sheriff's Department detective. 

 Action Taken: 

 The Claims Board recommended to the Board of Supervisors settlement of Item 4.d. in 
the amount of $163,400. 

 Vote: Ayes: 2 – Steve Robles, and Oscar Valdez. 
 Absent: 1 – Adrienne M. Byers 

e. Christopher Goertemiller v. County of Los Angeles, et al. 
United States District Court Case No. 21-cv-1583-SSS (AFMx) 

 This civil rights lawsuit against the Sheriff's Department alleges excessive use of force. 

 Action Taken: 

 The Claims Board approved settlement of Item 4.e. in the amount of $80,000. 

 Vote: Ayes: 2 – Steve Robles, and Oscar Valdez. 
 Absent: 1 – Adrienne M. Byers 

 See Supporting Document 

f. Ricardo Valenzuela v. County of Los Angeles, et al. 
United States District Court Case No. 21-cv-09374-GW-JPRx 

 This lawsuit arises from injuries allegedly sustained in an incident involving Sheriff's 
Department deputies. 

 Action Taken: 

 The Claims Board recommended to the Board of Supervisors settlement of Item 4.f. in 
the amount of $300,000. 

 Vote: Ayes: 2 – Steve Robles, and Oscar Valdez. 
 Absent: 1 – Adrienne M. Byers 

 See Supporting Documents 



Statement of Proceedings 
October 2, 2023 
 
 

HOA.104379268.1 3 

g. Josephine Huang v. County of Los Angeles, et al. 

 This prospective lawsuit against the Sheriff's Department alleges false arrest and 
assault. 

 Action Taken: 

 The Claims Board recommended to the Board of Supervisors settlement of Item 4.g. in 
the amount of $700,000. 

 Vote: Ayes: 2 – Steve Robles, and Oscar Valdez. 
 Absent: 1 – Adrienne M. Byers 

 See Supporting Documents 

h. Knock LA v. County of Los Angeles 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. 22STCP00287 

 This lawsuit involves a dispute over the production of records by the District Attorney's 
Office under the California Public Records Act. 

 Action Taken: 

 The Claims Board approved settlement of Item 4.h. in the amount of $45,000. 

 Vote: Ayes: 2 – Steve Robles, and Oscar Valdez. 
 Absent: 1 – Adrienne M. Byers 

 See Supporting Document 

i. Claim of Tamai Gilbert 

 This claim against the Department of Children and Family Services alleges racial 
discrimination. 

 Action Taken: 

 The Claims Board approved settlement of Item 4.i. in the amount of $45,000. 

 Vote: Ayes: 2 – Steve Robles, and Oscar Valdez. 
 Absent: 1 – Adrienne M. Byers 

j. Deidra Shaw v. County of Los Angeles 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. 19STCV11957 

 This lawsuit against the Department of Health Services alleges disability discrimination, 
and failure to accommodate. 

 Action Taken: 

 The Claims Board recommended to the Board of Supervisors settlement of Item 4.g. in 
the amount of $375,000 

 Vote: Ayes: 2 – Steve Robles, and Oscar Valdez. 
 Absent: 1 – Adrienne M. Byers 
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4. Approval of the Minutes of the September 18, 2023, regular meeting of the Claims Board. 

 Action Taken: 
 
 The Claims Board approved the Minutes of the September 18, 2023, meeting. 
 

  Vote: Ayes:  2 – Steve Robles, and Oscar Valdez 
  Absent:  1 – Adrienne M. Byers 
 
See Supporting Document 

5. Items not on the posted agenda, to be referred to staff or placed on the agenda for action 
at a further meeting of the Board, or matters requiring immediate action because of an 
emergency situation or where the need to take immediate action came to the attention of 
the Board subsequent to the posting of the agenda. 

No such matters were discussed. 
 

6. Adjournment. 
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CASE SUMMARY 

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION 

CASE NAME  Non-Litigated Claims of Alicia Suyapa Lopez and 
Paula Vasquez Rivera 

CASE NUMBER  N/A 

COURT  N/A 

DATE FILED  N/A 

COUNTY DEPARTMENT  Board of Supervisors 

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT $ $20,849.84 (Alicia Syapa Lopez $10,241.48, and 
Paula Vasquez Rivera $10,608.36)  

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF  N/A 

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY  Kelsey Nau, Deputy County Counsel 

NATURE OF CASE 
 

These property damage claims arise from a vehicle 
accident that occurred on December 22, 2022, 
involving a County employee. Due to the risks and 
uncertainties of litigation, a full and final settlement 
of the claims is warranted.   

PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE $ 0 

PAID COSTS, TO DATE $ 0 
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CASE SUMMARY 

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION 

CASE NAME  Non-Litigated Claim of Kemper Insurance Company 
ASO Bobby Quintana 

CASE NUMBER  N/A 

COURT  N/A 

DATE FILED  N/A 

COUNTY DEPARTMENT  Sheriff-Central Patrol Division-East Los Angeles 
Station 

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT $ 25,032.58 

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF  N/A 

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY  Edwin A. Lewis 
Principal Deputy County Counsel 

NATURE OF CASE 
 

This claim arises from a Sheriff's Department 
autombile accident that occurred on June 15, 2022.  
Due to the risks and uncertainties of litigation, a full 
and final settlement of the claim is warranted. 

PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE $ 0 

PAID COSTS, TO DATE $ 0 
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CASE SUMMARY 

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION 

CASE NAME  Robert Shapiro v. County of Los Angeles, et al. 

CASE NUMBER  22STCV00741 

COURT  Los Angeles Superior Court 

DATE FILED  January 7, 2022 

COUNTY DEPARTMENT  Sheriff's Department 

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT $ 75,000 

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF  Elliot Zarabi, Esq. 
The Zarabi Firm, APC.  

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY  LaTasha N. Corry 
Deputy County Counsel 

NATURE OF CASE 
 

On February 17, 2021, LASD Sergeant Jeffery 
Lewis Moore rear ended the 2021 Subaru Ascent 
driven by Plaintiff Robert Shapiro.  Plaintiff claims he 
sustained severe injuries and damages from this 
incident. 
 
Given the risks and uncertainties of litigation, a full 
and final settlement for $75,000 is recommended. 

PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE $ 16,659 

PAID COSTS, TO DATE $ 7,768 
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CASE SUMMARY 

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION 

CASE NAME  Christopher Goertemiller v. County of Los Angeles, 
et al. 

CASE NUMBER  21-cv-1583-SSS (AFMx) 

COURT  United States District Court 

DATE FILED  6/3/2021 

COUNTY DEPARTMENT   Sheriff's Department 

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT $ 80,000 

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF  Elliott N. Tiomkin 

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY  Lana Choi , Senior Deputy County Counsel 

NATURE OF CASE 
 

This is a request to settle for $80,000, inclusive of 
attorney's fees and costs, the lawsuit brought 
against the County and Los Angeles County 
Sheriff's Department ("LASD") Deputies Travis Ogle, 
John Beck, Dimistri, Rasaei, Michael Miller, and 
Sergeant Christopher Voda ("Deputies") by 
Christopher Goertemiller ("Plaintiff").  Plaintiff seeks 
damages arising from alleged excessive force used 
by the Deputies during his detention and arrest on 
February 24, 2019.   

PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE $ 18,762 

PAID COSTS, TO DATE $ 1898 
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CASE SUMMARY 

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION 

CASE NAME  Ricardo Valenzuela v. County of Los Angeles, et al. 

CASE NUMBER  21-cv-09374-GW-JPR 

COURT  United States District Court 

DATE FILED  12/3/2021 

COUNTY DEPARTMENT  Sheriff's Department 

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT $ 300,000 

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF 

 

 Anthony Willoughby, Esq. 

Joseph H. Elias, Esq. 

WILLOUGHBY & ASSOCIATES 

 

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY  Lana Choi , Senior Deputy County Counsel 

NATURE OF CASE 
 

This is a request to settle for $300,000, inclusive of 
attorney's fees and costs, the lawsuit brought 
against the County and Los Angeles County 
Sheriff's Department ("LASD") Deputies Bobby 
Olivares and Remin Pineda by plaintiff Ricardo 
Valenzuela.  Plaintiff, who was 16 years old at the 
time of the incident, seeks damages arising from an 
alleged August 6, 2019 assault by LASD deputies. 

PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE $ 81,545 

PAID COSTS, TO DATE $ 6,846 

 









X

9/18/2023
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CASE SUMMARY 

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION 

CASE NAME Josephine Huang v. County of Los Angeles, et al. 

CASE NUMBER n/a 

COURT Los Angeles Superior Court 

DATE FILED n/a 

COUNTY DEPARTMENT Sheriff's Department 

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT $ 700,000 

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF 

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY 

NATURE OF CASE 

Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP  

Lana Choi, Senior Deputy County Counsel 

This is a request to settle for $700,000, inclusive of 
attorney's fees and costs, a prospective lawsuit 
against the County and unnamed Los Angeles 
County Sheriff's Department ("LASD") deputies by 
Josephine Huang, a KPCC (Southern California 
Public Radio) reporter.  Ms. Huang's proposed 
complaint seeks damages arising from her 
September 12, 2020 arrest and alleged assault by 
LASD deputies.   

PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE $ 62,661 

PAID COSTS, TO DATE $ 7,097 





















Daniela 
Prowizor

Digitally signed by 
Daniela Prowizor 
Date: 2023.07.25 
08:55:17 -07'00'
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CASE SUMMARY 

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION 

CASE NAME  Knock LA v. County of Los Angeles 

CASE NUMBER  22STCP00287  

COURT  Los Angeles Superior Court 

DATE FILED  April 4, 2022 

COUNTY DEPARTMENT  District Attorney 

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT $ 45,000 

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF 
 

Susan E. Seager, Esquire 
Jack Lerner, Esquire 
University Of California, Irvine, School Of Law  

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY  Jonathan McCaverty 
Principal Deputy County Counsel 

NATURE OF CASE 
 

This is a recommendation to settle the attorneys' 
fees and costs in a California Public Records Act 
lawsuit filed by University of California, Irvine - 
School of Law, on behalf of Knock LA against the 
District Attorney's Office regarding records sought 
pursuant to Senate Bill 1421. 

PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE $ 44,499 

PAID COSTS, TO DATE $ 0 
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LOS ANGELES COUNTY CLAIMS BOARD 
 

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 
 

September 18, 2023 
 

1. Call to Order. 

The meeting of the Los Angeles County Claims Board was called to order at 9:38 a.m.  The 
meeting was held virtually with Claims Board Members participating in person and online.  Claims Board 
Members Adrienne M. Byers, Chair Steve Robles, and Oscar Valdez appeared in person and via video 
conference. 

 All other persons present at the virtual Claims Board meeting:  Millicent Rolon, Minas Samuelian, 
Mark Lomax, Michael Owens, Jenny Tam, Richard Kudo, Latasha Corry, Kevin Engelien, Kent Sommer, 
and Lauren Lyman appeared for the Office of the County Counsel.  Minh Le, and Marian Bellard 
appeared for Internal Services.  Catherine Mathers, Jammy Au-Yeung, and Robert Myrtle appeared for 
the Department of Health Services.  Stefan Popescu appeared for the Department of Beaches and 
Harbors.  Shanese Winfrey, Shawnee Hinchman, Renata Phillip, Socorro Merchain, Rick Rector, 
Edmundo Torres, Tenaya Brown, Crystal Miranda, Brenda Parker, and Ta’Hitia Crooks appeared for the 
Sheriff's Department.  Devyne Dawson, and Brian Mejia appeared for the Department of Parks and 
Recreation.  Julia Kim, and Dennis Breshears appeared for the Fire Department.  Christiana Lee 
appeared for the Department of Children and Family Services.  Attorney Janet Soultanian appeared for 
Ballard Rosenberg Golper & Savitt, LLP.  Attorney Diane Martinez appeared for Hurrell & Cantrall, LLP.  
Jesse Miller, and Afshin Najafi appeared for Seyfarth Shaw, LLP.  Andrew Baum appeared for Glaser 
Weil Fink Howard Avchen and Shapiro, LLP. 
 
2. Opportunity for members of the public to address the Claims Board on items of interest 

within the subject-matter jurisdiction of the Claims Board. 

No members of the public appeared in person or were on the public teleconference phone line to 
address the Claims Board. 
 

3. Closed Session – Conference with Legal Counsel – Existing Litigation 
(Government Code section 54956.9, subdivision (a)). 

At 9:40 a.m., Board Chair Steve Robles convened the meeting in closed session to discuss the 
items listed below as 4(a) through 4(k). 
 

4. Report of Actions Taken in Closed Session. 

No members of the public were present to hear the reportable actions of the Claims Board. 

At 12:05 p.m., the Claims Board reconvened in open session via video conference and reported 
the actions taken in closed session as follows: 

a. Miguel De Los Santos v. County of Los Angeles, et al. 
United States District Court Case No. 2:22-CV-04302 

 This civil rights lawsuit against the Sheriff's Department alleges excessive use of force. 

 Action Taken: 

 The Claims Board recommended to the Board of Supervisors settlement of Item 4.a. in 
the amount of $400,000. 

 Vote: Ayes: 3 – Steve Robles, Adrienne M. Byers, and Oscar Valdez. 
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b. Mario Morones v. County of Los Angeles, et al. 
United States District Court Case No.: 2:21-CV-07690 

 This civil rights lawsuit against the Sheriff's Department alleges excessive use of force 
and unlawful arrest. 

 Action Taken: 

 The Claims Board recommended to the Board of Supervisors settlement of Item 4.b. in 
the amount of $430,000. 

 Vote: Ayes: 3 – Steve Robles, Adrienne M. Byers, and Oscar Valdez. 

c. Non-Litigated Auto Liability Claims of Trisha C. Chacon and Kemper Insurance 

 These claims seek compensation for property damage caused by an automobile accident 
involving a Sheriff's Department transportation bus. 

 Action Taken: 

 The Claims Board approved settlement of Item 4.c. in the amount of $28,117.25. 

 Vote: Ayes: 3 – Steve Robles, Adrienne M. Byers, and Oscar Valdez. 

d. Nemore v. Renovate America, Inc., et al. 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. BC701810 

 Ocana v. Renew Financial Holdings, Inc., et al. 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. BC701809 

 These class-action lawsuits allege breach of contract by the Internal Services Department. 

 Action Taken: 

 The Claims Board recommended to the Board of Supervisors settlement of Item 4.d. in 
the amount of $9,000,000. 

 Vote: Ayes: 3 – Steve Robles, Adrienne M. Byers, and Oscar Valdez. 

e. Hector Valentin Garcia vs. County of Los Angeles, et al. 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case Number 20STCV32287 

 This lawsuit arises from injuries allegedly sustained in an automobile accident with a 
Department of Parks and Recreation employee. 

 Action Taken: 

 The Claims Board approved settlement of Item 4.e. in the amount of $70,000. 

 Vote: Ayes: 3 – Steve Robles, Adrienne M. Byers, and Oscar Valdez. 
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f. Terry Rose Leeds v. County of Los Angeles, et al. 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case Number 21STCV21574 

 This lawsuit arises from injuries allegedly sustained in a trip and fall incident on a sidewalk 
maintained by the Department of Beaches and Harbors. 

 Action Taken: 

 The Claims Board recommended to the Board of Supervisors settlement of Item 4.f. in the 
amount of $135,000. 

 Vote: Ayes: 3 – Steve Robles, Adrienne M. Byers, and Oscar Valdez. 

g. Non-Litigated Matter of Jennifer Flagler, et al. 

 This claim for damages alleges negligence against the Fire Department. 

 Action Taken: 

 The Claims Board recommended to the Board of Supervisors settlement of Item 4.g. in 
the amount of $2,950,000. 

 Vote: Ayes: 3 – Steve Robles, Adrienne M. Byers, and Oscar Valdez. 

h. John Meyer, Jr. v. County of Los Angeles, et al. 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case Number 21AVCV00645 

 This lawsuit arises from injuries allegedly sustained in an automobile accident with an 
employee from the Fire Department. 

 Action Taken: 

 The Claims Board approved settlement of Item 4.h. in the amount of $50,000. 

 Vote: Ayes: 3 – Steve Robles, Adrienne M. Byers, and Oscar Valdez. 

i. Zoltan Gyarmati v. County of Los Angeles, et al. 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case Number 21STCV01262 

 This lawsuit arises from injuries allegedly sustained in an automobile accident involving a 
Department of Health Services employee. 

 Action Taken: 

 The Claims Board approved settlement of Item 4.i. in the amount of $35,000. 

 Vote: Ayes: 3 – Steve Robles, Adrienne M. Byers, and Oscar Valdez. 
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j. Deborah Rose v. County of Los Angeles 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. 22TRCV00084 

 This lawsuit against the Department of Health Services alleges harassment, 
discrimination, and retaliation. 

 Action Taken: 

 The Claims Board approved settlement of Item 4.j. in the amount of $75,000. 

 Vote: Ayes: 3 – Steve Robles, Adrienne M. Byers, and Oscar Valdez. 

k. Yana Gasparyan v. County of Los Angeles 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. 21STCV13275 

 This lawsuit against the Department of Children and Family Services alleges harassment, 
disability discrimination, and retaliation. 

 Action Taken: 

 The Claims Board approved settlement of Item 4.k. in the amount of $80,000. 

 Vote: Ayes: 2 – Steve Robles, and Oscar Valdez. 
 Noes: 1 – Adrienne M. Byers 

5. Approval of the Minutes of the August 21, 2023, regular meeting of the Claims Board. 

 Action Taken: 
  

  The Claims Board approved the Minutes of the August 21, 2023, meeting. 
  
 Vote: Ayes: 3 – Steve Robles, Adrienne M. Byers, and Oscar Valdez. 
 

6. Adjournment. 

 The meeting was adjourned at 12:08 p.m. 
 
 
     LOS ANGELES COUNTY CLAIMS BOARD 
 
 
 
     By  ___________________________________ 
            Derek Stane 
            Claims Board Secretary 
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