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STATEMENT OF PROCEEDINGS 

FOR THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY CLAIMS BOARD 

HELD IN ROOM 648 OF THE KENNETH HAHN HALL OF ADMINISTRATION, 

500 WEST TEMPLE STREET, LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90012 

ON MONDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2016, AT 9:30 A.M. 

 

Present:  Chair John Naimo, Steve Robles, and Roger Granbo 
 

1. Call to Order. 

2. Opportunity for members of the public to address the Claims Board on items of 
interest within the subject matter jurisdiction of the Claims Board. 

No members of the public addressed the Claims Board. 
 

3. Closed Session – Conference with Legal Counsel – Existing Litigation 
(Subdivision (a) of Government Code section 54956.9). 

a. Luis Arenas, et al. v. County of Los Angeles, et al. 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. BC 575 115 

This lawsuit arises from alleged injuries sustained in a vehicle accident 
involving an employee of the Department of Public Works. 

Action Taken: 

The Claims Board approved the settlement of this matter in the amount of 
$28,500. 

Vote:  Ayes:  3 – John Naimo, Steve Robles, and Roger Granbo 

See Supporting Document 

b. Alfredo and Rose Gutierrez v. County of Los Angeles 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. BC 536 921 

This dangerous condition lawsuit against the Department of Public works 
arises from alleged injuries sustained in a trip and fall accident on a 
displaced section of a sidewalk in the unincorporated area of the County. 

Action Taken: 

The Claims Board recommended to the Board of Supervisors the 
settlement of this matter in the amount of $200,000. 

Vote: Ayes:  3 – John Naimo, Steve Robles, and Roger Granbo 

See Supporting Documents 
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c. Emma Markosyan, et al. v. County of Los Angeles, et al. 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. BC 545 057 

This lawsuit arises from alleged injuries and property damage caused 
when a Fire Department fire engine rear-ended Plaintiffs' vehicle. 

Action Taken: 

The Claims Board approved the settlement of this matter in the amount of 
$30,000. 

Vote: Ayes:  3 – John Naimo, Steve Robles, and Roger Granbo 

See Supporting Document 

d. Michael and Elizabeth Rieth v. County of Los Angeles, et al. 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. TC 026 933 

This lawsuit arises from alleged injuries sustained in a motorcycle 
accident involving a Sheriff's Department patrol car driven by an on-duty 
Sheriff's Deputy. 

Action Taken: 

The Claims Board recommended to the Board of Supervisors the 
settlement of this matter in the amount of $1,300,000. 

Vote: Ayes:  3 – John Naimo, Steve Robles, and Roger Granbo 

See Supporting Documents 

e. Helen Jones, et al. v. County of Los Angeles, et al. 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. BC 431 634 

This lawsuit alleges negligence, wrongful death, and civil rights violations 
arising out of the death of an inmate while incarcerated at Men's Central 
Jail. 

Action Taken: 

The Claims Board recommended to the Board of Supervisors the 
settlement of this matter in the amount of $2,000,000. 

Vote: Ayes:  3 – John Naimo, Steve Robles, and Roger Granbo 

See Supporting Document 
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f. Avean Edwards v. County of Los Angeles, et al. 
United States District Court Case No. CV 15-02553 

This lawsuit alleges federal civil rights violations, wrongful death, and 
infliction of emotional distress arising out of the death of an inmate while 
incarcerated at Twin Towers Correctional facility. 

Action Taken: 

The Claims Board recommended to the Board of Supervisors the 
settlement of this matter in the amount of $1,250,000. 

Vote: Ayes:  3 – John Naimo, Steve Robles, and Roger Granbo 

See Supporting Document 

g. R.D.C., a minor by and through his Guardian Ad Litem, Maria Teresa 
Penaloza v. County of Los Angeles, et al. 
United States District Court Case No. CV 14-6014 

This lawsuit concerns allegations of federal civil rights violations of a 
minor in the custody of the Probation Department arising from a physical 
assault by another minor. 

Action Taken: 

The Claims Board approved the settlement of this matter in the amount of 
$100,000. 

Vote: Ayes:  3 – John Naimo, Steve Robles, and Roger Granbo 

See Supporting Document 

h. Lisa Castillo, et al. v. County of Los Angeles, et al. 
United States District Court Case No. 2:14-CV-07702 

This lawsuit concerns allegations of federal civil rights violations 
and unlawful detention of Plaintiff's two minor children by the 
Department of Children and Family Services. 

Action Taken: 

The Claims Board recommended to the Board of Supervisors the 
settlement of this matter in the amount of $999,999. 

Vote: Ayes:  3 – John Naimo, Steve Robles, and Roger Granbo 

See Supporting Documents 
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i. LaToya Boston v. County of Los Angeles, et al. 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. BC 510 537 

This lawsuit concerns allegations that a former employee of the 
Department of Mental Health was subjected to discrimination and 
harassment and the Department failed to prevent the alleged 
discrimination and harassment. 

Action Taken: 

The Claims Board recommended to the Board of Supervisors the 
settlement of this matter in the amount of $215,000. 

Vote: Ayes:  2 – Steve Robles and Roger Granbo 
 No:     1 – John Naimo 

4. Report of actions taken in Closed Session. 

The Claims Board reconvened in open session and reported the actions taken in Closed 
Session as indicated under Agenda Item No. 3 above. 
 

5. Approval of the minutes of the October 3, 2016, regular meeting of the Claims 
Board. 

Action Taken: 
 
The Claims Board approved the minutes. 
 
Vote: Ayes:  3 – John Naimo, Steve Robles, and Roger Granbo 
 
See Supporting Document 
 

6. Items not on the posted agenda, to be referred to staff or placed on the agenda for 
action at a further meeting of the Board, or matters requiring immediate action 
because of emergency situation or where the need to take immediate action came 
to the attention of the Board subsequent to the posting of the agenda. 

No such matters were discussed. 
 

7. Adjournment. 



CASE SUMMARY

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION

CASE NAME ~ Luis Arenas, et al. v. County of
Los Angeles, et al.

CASE NUMBER BC 575115

COURT

~~ ~

COUNTY DEPARTMENT

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY

NATURE OF CASE

PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE

PAI D COSTS, TO DATE

HOA.1010$7974. I

Los Angeles Superior Court

March 11, 2015

Department of Public Works

$ 28, 500

Aaron Stiegler, Esq.
Carpenter, Zuckerman & Rawley

Adrian G. Gragas
Principal Deputy County Counsel

This lawsuit arises from a vehicle
collision that occurred on March 15,
2013, in which the Plaintiffs were
injured when the County vehicle
operated by a Public Works
employee collided with Plaintiffs'
Nissan Altima on Union Pacific
Avenue at Record Avenue in East
Las Angeles.

Due to the risks and uncertainties of
litigation, a full and final settlement of
the case is warranted.

$ 21,909

$ 972



CASE SUMMARY

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SEl'TLEMENT OF LITIGATION

CASE NAME

CASE NUMBER

CKi1~I3~

r~ ~

COUNTY DEPARTMENT

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY

NATURE OF CASE

PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE

PAID COSTS, TO DATE

HOA.100958471.1

Alfredo and Rasa Gutierrez v. County of
Los Angeles

BC 536921

Las Angeles Superior Court

February 20, 2014

Department of Public Works

$ 200, 000

Anthony Liberatore, Esq.

Richard K. Kuda
Principal Deputy County Counsel

On March 12, 2013, at approximately 9:00 a.m.,
Alfredo Gutierrez, while carrying his dog, tripped
against a sidewalk slab displacement located near
his house at 8512 Duchess Drive in the
unincorporated County area of West Whiner, and
fell. As a result of his fall, Mr. Gutierrez received a
torn right rotator cuff and soft tissue injuries to his
neck and lower back. Mr. Gutierrez received
corrective surgery for the rotator cuff tear and other
medical services for his lower back and neck. He
and his wife, Rasa Gutierrez, wha claims loss of
consortium damages, contend that the sidewalk
existed as a dangerous condition nfi which the
County had notice. The County disputes the height
of the displacement and contends that fihe sidewalk
did not exist as a dangerous condition. The County
further contends that Mr. Gutierrez merely sustained
an exacerbation of a prior longstanding injury.

Due to the risks and uncertainties of litigation, a full
and final settlement of the case in the amount of
$200,OpQ is recommended.

$8,191..

$ 15,292



._._._.~
Case Nama: Alfredo and Rose Gutierrez

~ur~mFa~~y C~rr+~~tiv+~ A~~iar~ 1P~~rr

The intenE of thia form fs to assist departments in writing a correckive action plan summary for attachment
to khe settlement documents develapad for the Board of Supervisors andtor the County of Los Anr~elas
Claims ~3oerd, The summary should b~ a specific overview of the claims/lawsuits' identiFied root causQs
and corrective actions {status, time frame, and responsible party). This summary does not replace the
Corrective Action Pian farm. It there is a question reiatsd to confden ialit , please consult
Cnunty Counsel.

CJ~te of incldentlevent: March 12, 2g13

E3riefly provide a description ~n Marcfi 12, 2g13, Alfredo Gutierrea was walking on tha sidewalk near

of the Inaiden4/event: SS12 Duchess [~rlve when he tripped and feN on an uneven portion of
tha sidewalk.

1. Srlefly describe the root causr~(s) of the claim/lawsuit:

Mr'. Gutierrez was diskraated and inattentive as he was walking an tha sidewalk while carrying his dog.
In addition, hQ Naas wearing slippers at the time of the incident.

717~re u~as a vertical displacement of at least one inch an the sidewalk at the tirtte cif the incident,

~2. Briefily describe r~commend~d correct(ve actions:
(include eaoh cnrreativo action, due date, re5pgnsible party, and any disciplinary actions if appropriate)

___
Road Maintenance Persanne! permanently repaired the sidewalk by September 9, 2013, suhsequent to
the incident.

Public. Works implemented fhe revised Annual 5idewaik Inspection and Repair Guidelines, which. were
.signed and reads efFectiv~ on January 14, 2Q14. Public Works staff inspect sidewalks, curb and gutter,
driveway aprons, and wheelchair ramps far vertical displacements of 314 inch ar greater and cracks
that have gaps of 1!Z inctr wide ar greater.

The Risk Management gff'fce will conduct risk management training for Road Maintenance givisian
field offices regarding current Raad Maintenance guidelln~s and practices In addition #o diseussin~
r'ssks.of sidewalk conditions...

JacumenY version: 4A (January 2013) page 1 of 2



County aF l.as Anc~ales
Summary Correckive Actian Plan

1..~____....._~~ __~___~..~.~._._. _...___...,....... 
~_._. .___~_

~. Are #ha corrective actions addressing department-wide system issues?

Cl Yas —The corrective actions address department-wide system issues.

No v Tha corrective actions are only applia~ble to the affeckad parties.

N8tT1~: (Risk Man~genr~rst Cpordinator)

Michael J. Mays

~ Signatura: a ~ 
~.-~-..._ .__ .. __ __ .~_ ___.~.~. __ ____.~ __..

~f~r{;-_.___~.~.......___m. _._._.._ __.~_
Name: (i~~aparvr,s~,, H'=.., ~-
Ga11 Farber ..._,.~._ W ._.. _, __._ _.___~..~

Date: /

e~........_E~......_.~_ ___..___~___

T__~___._.__ _.~._.~

Chief ~xacutiv~ Clffiaa 14i~k M~~ra~ement Inspector Genera( USE t~fJL.Y

Are the carrectiv~; actions appllc~ble to other departments within the Cnunty?

[D Yes, t17e corrective ~otfons potentially have County-wade applicability.

/~ tVn~ the corrective actions are applicable only fa this dep~rtmerrt.

,~~3; ;~ -,~ {F,. ~,,~ ~?~InspeotorGenaral}

f _.
~~i! i rc+: C>st~:

~ ~~`~~ ..r~._ .

._m ._~ ~~, ~ ~~~.~ ~ .~._._..~..~...._

ISM: psr
FA:IGUTi~t2f~kZ SCAF'1

Daaumentvarsian: 4A (January ZQ13) Page 2 of 2



CASE SUMMARY

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LOTIGATION

CASE NAME Emma Markosyan, et al. v. County of Los Angeles,
et al.

CASE NUMBER BC 545057

GOURT

. A ~.

~ ~ ■►III ~~

Los Angeles Superior Court

May 8, 2014

Fire Department

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT $ 30,000

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY

NATURE OF CASE

PAID COSTS, TO DATE

HOA.1 Q1095909.1

Robert Yousefian, Esq.

Richard K. Kuda
Principal Deputy County Counsel

On May 20, 2413, at approximately 12:22 p.rn.,
a County owned fire truck, operating with red lights
and siren and responding to an emergency call,
rear-ended a 1999 Lexus sedan driven by
Emma Markosyan, in the number one westbound
lane of Glenoaks Boulevard, near its intersection. .
with Sonora Avenue in the City of Glendale. The
collision caused soft tissue injuries to
Ms. Markosyan's neck, low back and shoulders.
She contends that the County is vicariously liable for
the fire truck driver's negligence. The County denies
liability and contends that Ms. Markosyan is
comparatively negligent for failing to move to the
right side of the lane.

Due to the risks and uncertainties of litigation, a
settlement is recommended.

$ 70, 998

$ 14,Q21



CASE SUMMARY

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION

►:it

CASE NUMBER

COURT

DATE FILED

COUNTY DEPARTMENT

':~-• __~ _ -_1~_ X11

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY

[ ~ T_ ~ 1 17 ~ i 7 ~ i 7_ ~y

PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE

PAID COSTS, T(7 SATE

HOA.101023650.1

Michael Rieth, et al. v. County of Los Angeles, et al.

TCO26933

Los Angeles Superior Court

October 18, 2012

Sheriffs Department

$ 1,300,000

Michael Alder, Esq.

Principal Deputy County Counsel, Richard Kudo

On June 11, 2012, an on-duty Sheriff's Deputy
driving a marked Sheriff s unit, started a lane change
in heavy traffic from the number one westbound lane
of Interstate'105 Freeway to the high-occupancy
vehicle lane ("HOV lane") while intermittently
sounding his siren and with overhead rear amber
lights flashing. The Deputy was attempting to hold
back traffic to allow a convoy of two other Sheriff s
Department marked units to move into the HOV
lane. At the same time, Michael Rieth, while riding a
motorcycle at a high rate of speed between the pair
of solid double yellow lines separating the
number one lane and the HOV lane, failed to see
the Sheriff's unit ahead. Mr. Rieth sideswiped the
Sheriffs unit and was ejected from his motorcycle.
He sustained a fractured right leg. A jury at trial
found that the Deputy and Mr. Rieth shared liability.
Due to irregularities in the jury's verdict, a new trial
was ordered to determine future damages.

Due to the risks and uncertainties of a second trial, a
full and final settlement of the case for the amount of
$1,300,000 is recommended.

$ 263,803

$ 74,07



_.. _ __ _ ~ . ___ _.n 4.
o~ eos

Gasp (damp l~iGhaPl F~i~t~h v Gt~ur~ky of ~v~ Ar~gel~s ~t ~i ~~ti'+ ~ ~tie~
__._... ._ __.~.___ __ _._.~... _ __.~... ..._. ~~ ~r

~ y~y ~

h,j }~~I.

~ Summary Corrective Ac~ior~ Plan ~~
~~~ ~ --- -------. _____ _ _ ___----------__ ___~ ~____~~ ~~ x______ ___._ ___..____ ~ 

~~1~I~CaRN~P

Thy intent of this fprm i~ to assist deparkments in writing a carrecfiiv~ action plan ~umm;:~y Por attacl,~~~~:r~t
to tl~e settl~rr~ent documents developed for the Beard ref Sup rvisar end/ar the ~t~unty cif t.as Anger.:.;
Clairr~~ Board. The ~urr~mary should !a~ a s~e~ifi~ vv~iview of the ~I~im~ll~wsuits' id~ntifii~d rant ~au~~s
and corre~tiv~ actions (status, t1m~ fame, and r~sp~nsi~l~: party}, This summary does not replace tfie
~p~r~ctive Ac~ipn ~I n for~T~. !P th~r~ i~ ~ que tin related t~ cor~fidenti~l~> pl use consult Ce~unty Caun~~f.

i~a#~ of ir~cidentl~venti:

Briefly provide ~ de~criptian
of the incidenti~u~nt:

[~t9ondav, Jung 'Ifi, 20112; ap~r~xim~tel~~~ 7:3C~ a.m.

MRc~ae! ~tiefh v~ Co~rnty of l.os Ar~ge(es~et ~~_
S~un~r~~ry Garr~ctive Acfiion P(an 20'15-009

An can-duty Las Angeles C~unfy Sheriffs t~eputy assigned to the Special
~nfi~rcement Suraau (<;SEB," tho Sheri~f'~ C?~p~rtm~nt SWAT unit) v as
leading ~ ccanvc~y of three p~tral w~hicfe~ t~av~ling we~tbvund an fh~ 105
fr~ew y fire~m the ~outhboun~i 71 1 fie~vWay tran~~tit~n: 1"her~ +~r~~ heavy
morning-ct~mmutsr trafFic, end the dep~a~y sh~riFf was clearing I~ne~ of
traffic fir the cr~nvoy to make its way to the Nigh Qccu~an~y V~hicie
{HCSV) l~n~ by u~ir~t~ hip av~rh~ad rotator lights end i~tt~rmitt~ntly
~t~unding his sire. As the patrol cars moved ~cro~s the fre~vray, the
offier driv~r~ an the road a~cc~mmc~dafi~d the convoy end ~lo~nred or
sfopped to allow them to mesv~ Cpw~rd the ~iC7V lane.

A spoet utility vehici~ {SUV) traveling in the v~re~tbound HCJV I~rre s~tppp~d
t~ accamrnod~te fiht~ p~troi e~r~. ping kh~ SIJV submitting to his
mc~~em~rtt, the deputy sh€~r~ff mvv~d to enter the HaV lane ~t
apprc~ximaCely mph.

imultaneausly, the plaintiff w~~ riding hip matrarcycle in the N~7V lane at
~~pr~:tim~t~ly ~0 mph. d in tt~~ ~tc~pped SUV in front pf him, the E
~l~int~ff ~w~rv~ri ~o tine rigl~k of the ~tV, `~`he pi~intitf dr~we ~tw~~n. tt~
N ~V end ~~ ian~, "splitting lams" #approximately 5p mph.

A~ the ~~puty sh~rifi~ was entering the HpV I~n~, h monitored the traffic
ground hirr~. Wh~~r the deputy sheriff saw the pi~inti~F approaching ~t a
high rats cif ~p~~d, he ~ppl~ed his brakes. 'The pi~inti~' atr~ck the dxiver's
si~~ frc~t~t f~nd~r of the patrol car, was ~}ec#~d ~rarr~ hip m~torcy~l~, end
he tumbled onto the ra~dway,

Thy piaintiffi was transp~~t~d tra a~inC ~ran~i~ Medical C~rtt~r where he
w~~ tr~~t~d far ~ broken right lei.

T'he pi~inti~f said the SIJV had ~b~tructed hip view aF the patrol vehi~#~.

'= Thy Cafiforni~ Highway P~trc~l (~NF'} respan~i~d, inves~lc~ateci tt~~ Cr~f~G
Ili ior~, end d~t~:rmined the pi~intiff way at fault far travail n ~t ~n

un~a€~ spud fir pre~ailitig tr~~fi~ cc~riditiorts.

The C?epartment conducted a thorough executive revi~vd of this incident
~~ det~rr~ir~~d the pf~i~r~i way ~t f~ulfi fc~r the ~a1li~ion. ~~

(`tots: This case was defended in ~ ~ivii trial which resulted in an
adverse verdict ac~ain~fi kh Gounty of Lr~s An~ei~s, Af~~r trial, jurors

~ refused ~o advise ti~~ir rc~~ss~n~ fior ire adverse udc~~m~±~tt..~. ~.~. _ _ _ _ _ ,._ _.~_ ... J__ . _-___ --w-

Rt~cu~n~nt version; 4.f~ {January 20113} Page 1 t~f 4



County ref t_ps Angeles
Summary Cc~rrectiv~ A~tian Dian

Briefly describe the rac~t Gausets?, flf the claimll~~t,~suit:

The Qc~:p~rtn~ent root cause of this incident vwa~ the action cif the deputy in crossing over into the I~C7V
I~ne end intt~ the path of the plaintiffs matorcycie, Thy deputy per~~rm~d tine maneuver into the HdV
i~r~~ ~t ~ p~i~C v~f7~r~ access wrra~rld nacm~{iy ~~ E~~trict~d, dui to d~~rbi~ yeilaw lines (2185~.~ CVC)

1"he nc►n-Cfep~rtrr~ent rc~t~t caus€~ ~f this inGid~nt w~~ the plaintiff riding hip mafarcycl tats fist fqr the
driving ct~riditir~ns (viol~tinn t~f 22350 CVC, splitting I~n~s nv~r the dc~ubl~ yellow H{~V 9ane lines (violation
of 21655.8 CVO), end dr~uin an sir aera~~ ~ divider (vi~latiion of 21~~1 GVC}.

2. ~ri~fiy describe recommended carrectiVe ~ctiar~s:
(Enclud~a etch r.~rr~Gti~~ a~ti~n, dwe date. resppnslbl~ party, ~nij any disciplinary ~ctians if ap~rrapriatey

7'h~ tra~f~~ cal(i~ion +~+~~ th~roughiy investigated b}~ repres~nt~C~ves dram t~~ C~li~orni~ Hi~hw~y Patrol.
T"he GNP d~t~rmined #hit tt~e deputy's acticrns were legal artd re~sc~r~abie and the pl~in~if~ was at fault
fcar f~a accident.

Thy l~~partm~:nt Elsa c~mplet~ti ~ tr~€fic re~i~w cif this incident. Thy review tcsak into account the ~~lli~ion
~x~~rti~ cif tif~e pn- cane CNP tr~ftic investigat~ars. B~s~d open tihe totality of the circumstances as
pr ~~nted tq them, executive review of the r~cid~nt determined that tfif~ deputy sheriff w~~ nat afi fault
~nr this c~ili~ian end h~ did nab violate D~partm~nt pc~ficy.

~~t~~}(~} ~V~ grants peace cafificers th~3 authority tc~ direct tr~ffii~ and 225C~~ CVC grants pe~c~ o~ic~rs
ttr~ authority ~o stop traffic on ~ ro~~iw~y, r~g~tdless cif wh~ti~~r or nit they are respandin~ to an
~r°ner~ency. The deputy in this c~ ~ was directing tr~tffic by utilizing his ~m~rg~ncy lights and pounding
hip ~~ren int~rmitt~n~ly, ~Ic~vWing/~tc~pping traffic 1n or~9~r t~ preservQ and protect ~ubiic ~~~ty, which wcsuict
app ~r firs s~fi~fiy the "lawful card~r~" intent cif 28~~(~) CVC.

ether tr~~ic wr~~ properly yielding. lJnf~rtur~at~ly, eccc~rdin try the CND'"s guid~lin~s can lane splitting,
end the pl~intifPs raven te~tirr~+any on his spend, the plaintiff wauld h~v~ b~~n driving tc~o fast tcs be able to
K~~C~.

Sectian~ 21(} 3 CVC and 2~1~15~ GV~ a1~s~ ~Ilaw exemptions to rules cif kh~ raid fc~r pwblic empl~yec~~
vuQr4cin~ tap4n tt~~ roadways and escorYir~g v~l~icles ~crr ~xarrrpi~, under these ex~mptiigns, ~rtilizin~ their
~m~rg nay lights Cyr direct traffir,, (aver ~;rtfta~~'c~m~nt ~~n escort Caltrans Grpw~ ~n the. fre~v~ays, escarp
vehicles end equipment into position fry yet up a C~U~ cf~eckpoint on a highway, escflr~ dignitary
mr~torcad~s can their way to routing fun~tian~, etc. {Whin not ~n emergency, dignitary conveys and ~ B
convoys w~uid rely pn the "pre~e~vati~r~ afi 1if~" public s~fefy exception in 2105 ~VG.}

This collision occurred in ~Q1~. In 2U13, the GNP' tac k ~n ca~ci~! pc~sitian an the c4ntrcrver~i~# practice
cat lane splitting, producing ~ list of g~ideline~ and posting them ~~ bakh the CHi' and C?NiV w~bsites.
Whtl~ npt explicitly r camrnending the practice, the agency g~ue eiders guidance on how Ct~ dt~ it safely.

?ha~ agency paid rid r~ should never line- pfit ~t mt~re than 10 mph faster than s~opp~d ar slt~w~d ttaffi~;
~hquld n~v r {one-~pli~ ~t speeds over ~U m~t~, ~hr~~uld try to split k~etween I~n~ 1 any# 2; acrd should
take ~xtr~ r.~utian in bad weath~e or ~n ki d r~s~~~ (l,.A Timis article .July ~3, ~a~4.

In July. of 2014, the BHP end t~M1~ rim vet the guici~lines f~~am heir w~bsite:~ dui t~ ~ citfz n,s
ctimpl~int th~~ the agency ~hauid nr~t b able to create public policy. The pMV replaced them with a
notice which currently r~r~~ i~ part:

G~tifprnia !aw da~rs not ~t(aw ar prcrhlblf matarcycle~ farm passing otter v~hicl~s proc~aedirrg in the
same dir~cfie~n w~lfhin the s~m~ f~n~, ~ ~rra~tic~ e~f~~rr aa~t~d "f~n~ ~ptii~ing, „ ,~arr~ sharing„car ~lterrng, ”

Gacum~:nt vr~ion: 4.t~ (a~~►uacy ~Q13} Page 2 of 4



County of Loy Angeles
Summary ~orr~ctiv~ A~;tian Flan

Cre~~ting a safer hir~hway environment is the shard r~spor~sibility taf drivers and matarcyclists ~lik~.
This is achiev~za' by shying alert ar7d using cr~mmon sense and ec7urtesy white on tine read. It is Elsa
impnrf~r~f fir moXarcyclis~~ tt~ minimi~~ ~rsir rr~Jc,~ by riciln~ r~spt~nslhly, ~Iw~ys wearing ~ helmet and
other protective gear and to never ride under the in~luenc~ cif slcc~h~1 ar other infoxfcants. Here are
ath~r impartan~ safety remir~d~rs:

• lN~tch ycsur s~~eE~d—~ motarcyciQ cc~lli~ion is iaighiy liJ~ely tc~ pause injury car cleatt7
• A~~ume people in cars c~a not see you.
• Avoid blind spafs in rather v~hicfes, ~articul~rfy Jarg~a trucks

Thin, klie ~ntiing by the CMP as to the primary ~~us~ of this colli~ipn w~~ con~ist~nt with their guidance.
Thy plaintiff w~~ ~plit#ing tt~~ Imes ~t ~n extremely unsafe ~p ~cf.

Qn August 1 , ~~16, Caiifc~rni~ t~t~ (~c~vernc~r Merry Brown signed A~~embly Ri1151, efFectiv~ly adding
~ defini~iern of "lane ~plit~in~" into the ~fiFornia Vei~icie Cr~cie (sectft~r~ 2~558.1~a~ CVC) and en~bfing fihe j
c~-iP tea d~ve~r~p ~W,d~~;n~s to n~ur~ tr,e ai ry ~f ~h~ mratarcycii~t ~r,d tr,e driven end p~~seng~r~ cal ~
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Caunty of Lc~s Angles
Sumrrr~r~ Corr~ivQ AcfiiQn Plan

3. Are the ~arr~etiv~ acticsns addre~~ing i~eparkm~r~t-wide ~yst~n7 issues?

:~ Yes -- The cnrrectiu~ ~c#ians address D~partm~nfwwide systi~m i~su s.

~ Np — "~h~ cc~rrectrve actions ~r~ aniy applicabi~ fin the a~Fected parties.

~.p~ An~~eles C~+unt+~ Sheriff's ~e~ar._ _ _ _.____.~ ___ , _ _ _._r _ _ _..
3tTt:~: (Risk P~nay~ment coordinator)

Ct~#t E. Jt3hCt~C?~, C~pt~itt
Risk M n~g~m~nt Bureau

it~r~atur:

1 ~ ~ _~ r i`' ~ 4;„ ~ - _.

;~

NEUBtYtE: (~}epa~m~nt N~ad) 
____ ~~_ _ __ _.

K~ryn Manni ,Chief
~'c~f~ssian~i t~nd~rds C~iu►~ian

~intur~: 
~ ~~~~.~

i E~t~:

.. ~""

Chief Executive Office Risk Management inspector General USE ONLY

Ar~> rna r~or~ectivt ~cti•~,ns e~~~l ~aole t~~ ctt,:~, rJ~~p~ r, c~~~ts v,itl~in t~:~~~ Coun;y

~~

r`: Yes. the ,~orr~ciive a~~hons ,!~te~~t a ~; n~ ~ County-v~~r.~;E, app'~~~~~i,il;"y

~J;. tn~ correcti~~e a:-;bons ~3~r, ~F;,,ii.t3r~~le c.~,Jy `r~ (h~,s U~ ~~rtn,c n;

fi~~+i1~~; (l~i~;~~; Manag~tnsn~ Inspector General)

~~ ~'~. ~_ _ "~ 1J
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CASE SUMMARY

INFORMATIQN ON PROPOSED SETT~EMEtVT OF LITIGATION

CASE NAME

CN_[.~~~t~1►~i3~7

~~ ~

COUNTY DEPARTMENT

Helen Jones, et al. v. County of Los Angeles, et ai.

BC 431634

Los Angeles Superior Court Case

February 10, 2010

Sheriffs Department

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT $ 2,000,000

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF Law Offices of Lisa Maki
Law Offices of Dennis P. Wilson
The Luti Law Firm

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY Millicent L. Rolon
Principal Deputy County Counsel

NATURE OF CASE This is a recommendation to settle-for $2,000,000,
inclusive of attorneys' fees and cosfis, a civil rights
lawsuit filed by Helen Jones against the County,
former Sheriff Lee Baca, Sergeant Cliff Yates, and
Sheriff s Deputies William Penhollow and
Christopher Kidder alleging negligence, wrongful
death, and State-law civil rights violations based on
the death of John Horton, Ms. Jones' son, while he
was incarcerated at Men's Central Jail.

Due to the risks and uncertainties of litigation, a
reasonable settlement at this time will avoid further
litigation costs. Therefore, a full and final settlemenfi
of the case in the amount of $2,OQO,000 is
recommended.

PAID ATTORNEY SEES, TO DATE $ 644,262

PAID COSTS, TO DATE $ 67,3Q2

HOA.9 00410316.2



CASE SUMMARY

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION

CASE NAME

SASE NUMBER

COURT

COUNTY DEPARTMENT

~I:Zw~~~!~~~i~~l~i~~tir_~~[ili

COlJNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEI'

NATURE OF CASE

PAID ATTQRNEY FEES, TO DATE

PAID COSTS, TO DATE

HOA.100773289.1

Avean Edwards v. County of Los Angeles, et al.

CV 15-02553

United States District Court

April 7, 2015

Sheriff s Department

1,250,000

James J. Orland, Esquire
Orland Law Group

Millicent L. Rolon
Principal Deputy County Counsel 4

This is a recommendation to settle for $1,250,000,
inclusive of attorneys' fees and costs, a federal civil
rights lawsuit filed by Avean Edwards against the
County and former Interim Sheriff John Scott
alleging wrongful death, intentional infliction of
emofiional distress,, and federal civil rights violations
arising out of the death of Earl Lee Johnson,
Ms. Edwards' son, while he was incarcerated at the
Twin Towers Correctional Facility.

Because of the risks and uncertainties of litigation, a
reasonable settlement at this time will avoid. fur~th~r
litigation costs. Therefore, a full and final settlement
of the case in the amount of $1,250,000 is
recommended.

$ 178,165

$ 38,837



CASE SUMMARY

INFORMATION ON PROPt)SED SETTLEMENT OF L.ITIGAT'ION

CASE NAME R.D.C., a minor by and through his Guardian
Ad Litem, Maria Teresa Penalaza v. County of
Los Angeles; et aL

CASE NUMBER CV 14-6Q14

COURT

r~ r

COUNTY DEPARTMENT

~IrZi~~~~~'~~S~~I~~r_\►~iC~liLY~

United States District Court

August 4, 2014

Probation Department

$ 1g0,000

Jorge Gonzalez, Esq.

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY Millicent ~. Rolon
Principal Deputy County Counsel

NATURE OF CASE This is a recommendation to settle for $1Q0,000,
inclusive of attorneys' fees and costs, a federal civil
rights lawsuit filed by R.D.C., through his guardian
ad litem Maria Teresa Penaloza, against the County,.
former Probation Chief Jerry Powers, and Deputy
Probation Officers Booker Waugh and Leslie Smith,
alleging various federal civil rights and statutory
claims.

Due to the risks and uncertainties of litigation, a
reasonable settlement at this time will avoid #urther
litigation costs. Therefore, a full and final sefitlement
of the case in the amount of $100;000 is
recommended.

PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE $ 68,575

PAID COSTS, TO DATE $ 12,422

HOA.101118282.1



CASE SUMMARY

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION

CASE NAME Lisa Castillo, et al. vs. County of Los Angeles, et al.

CASE NUMBER 14-CV-07702

COURT United States District Court

DATE FILED October 4, 2012

COUNTY DEPARTMENT Department of Children and Family Services

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT $ 999,999

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF Vincent W. Davis

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY Lauren Black
Principal Deputy County Counsel

Avi Burkwitz, Esquire
Peterson Bradford Burkwitz LLP

NATURE OF CASE This is a warrant case in which Plaintiff alleges her
kids were detained without a warrant and she was
coerced into signing off on a safety plan, and the
kids continued to be detained for six months
thereafter.

PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE $ 153,500

PAID COSTS, TO DATE $ 28;000

HOA.10Q947178.1



Cass iVame: Lesa CaskiAa v COLA
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c~tipORN~P

The intent crf this form is to assist d~partm~nts in writing ~ correctFve action plan summary far
attachment to the settlement documents developed frrr the Board of Supervi~or~ and/ter the
Gauniy ~f has Angeles ~I~,ims ~c►ard. Thy surnrnary shauld b~ ~ sp~~ific +~vervi~w cif khe
ciaimsliawsui#s' identified rc~c~t causes end carrective ~ctic~n~ (status, time game, and r~~pon~3bie
party). This summary da~z~ nat r~plaa~ thy: Coreective Actian Plan fc►rm. if them is a qu~skion
related tea can~~enti_, a„ 1~, Rleas~ consult Coin#y ~ouns~l.

Date of incidentlevent: ~ October 4. 2 12

Briefly prgvid~ a The plaintiff alleges her civil rights were viafated whin tha
description of the department placed her children as the result of her ihr~~-mt~nth
incidentlevent: odd being found unresponsive after being left lying on his side,

supported by a blanket an an adult bed.

'ti, Briefi~ d criG~ the r~r~# cau~~ ~ of tine c(aimilawsuit:

Plaintiff alleged that DCFS removed her chiid~en and tnt~rfe~red with {amflial relak~ons when
h~~ Ghiidren were removed as the result of her three-month old svn being found unrssponsiv~,

2. Briefly descriP~e r~~~mm~r►ded corrective ~ctior~s:
(tnciusiE each rc~rrectiv~ action, due date, responsible patty, and arty disc~p#inaey ackio~s if apprgpriate}

The Department had relevank p~lici~s anal procedures ie~ effect at the time of the incident anri
continues tca insure that its pr~tocois c4m~i~ment the current Mate of the law end a~sisf i#~
workf~rc~ tee ~rc►vide ~~sG~rnr~riate and lec~a61~-su~cient child weEf~re services.
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County of Lc~s Angeles
Summary Co~r~~tive Ac#ian Flan

~. Are tha carrectiv~ aclfans adcfr~ssing d~partrri~nt-wide system issue?

~' The carrectly~ ~atic~ns address departmer~t~wid~ systerc~ i~su~s
'T'he c~cr~ctive a~kir~n~ ~r~ crniy ~ppPieable t~ the aFf~cte~9 partl~s.
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` {~1 m8: (Disk Management Co;~rdinator)
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Signature: ~~~~
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Arethe carr~etiv~ a~#ivns appltc~bl~ta other d~pariments with(n tt~e ~~unly?
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N~, the corrective acticsn~ are appllcabl~ only to this depaatment.

(Risk Manag~me+nt {nspecforGer►ara~~

~T,...~«x..~,_.._,~,.. ~...

%r ,

s

~ocum~nt v~~slt~n: 4.(} (Janc~aey ~f~13y
Pale of 2

t~aie:

j f ~ ,~.1



COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES CLAIMS BOARD

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING

OCTOBER 3, 2016

1. Call fio Order.

This meeting of the County of Los Angeles Claims Board was called to order at
9:30 a.m. The meeting was held in the Executive Conference Room, 648 Kenneth Hahn
Hall of Administration, Los Angeles, California.

Claims Board Members present at the meeting were: Chair John Naimo, Steve Robles, and
Roger Granbo. Roger Granbo excused himself from the meeting at 10:00 a.m.

Other persons in attendance at the meeting were: Office of the County Counsel: Jonathan
McCaverty, Jessica Rivas, Richard Kudo, Narbeh Bagdasarian, Warren Wellen; and Erik
Conard; Sheriffs Department: Comm. Henry Romero, April Carter, John Benedict, David Halm,
Alfred Reyes, Andy Berg, Kevin Pearcy, and Dominic Dannan; Department Health Services:
Nick Teophilov; Department of Public Works: Sree Kumar, Paul Maselbas, Dean Lehman, and
David Gonzalez; and Outside Counsel: Tim Kral.

2. Opportunity for members of the public to address the Claims Board on items of
interest within the subject matter jurisdiction of the Claims Board.

No members of the public addressed the Claims Board.

3. Closed Session — Conference with Legal Counsel — Existing Litigation
(Subdivision (a) of Government Code section 54956.9)

At 9:31 a.m., the Chairperson adjourned the meeting into Closed Session to discuss the
items listed as 4(a) through 4(g) below.

4. Report of actions taken in Closed Session.

At 10:45 a.m., the Claims Board reconvened in open session and reported the actions
taken in Closed Session as follows:

a. Bret Phillips v. County of Los Angeles, et al.
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. BC 544 887

This lawsuit alleges excessive force and federal civil rights violations by
Sheriffs Deputies on an inmate at Men's Central Jail.

Action Taken:

The Claims Board recommended to the Board of Supervisors the
settlement of this matter in the amount of $25O,D00.

Vote: Ayes: 3 —John Naimo, Steve Robles, and Roger Granbo

HOA.101231851.1



b. Jonathan O. Garcia, et al. v. County of Los Angeles, et al.
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. BC 629 509

This lawsuit arises from alleged injuries sustained in a vehicle accident
involving an on-duty Sheriffs Deputy.

Action Taken:

The Claims Board approved the settlement of this matter in the amount of
$26,700.

Vote: Ayes: 3 —John Naimo, Steve Robles, and Roger Granbo

c. Mercury Insurance Company v. County of Los Angeles, et al.
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. BC 594 813

This subrogation lawsuifi seeks reimbursement of the insurance benefits
Plaintiff paid to its insured due to a collision with a Sheriffs Department
vehicle.

Action Taken:

The Claims Board approved the settlement of this matter in the amount of
$30, 856.42.

Vote: Ayes: 3 —John Naimo, Steve Robles, and Roger Granbo

d. Jeffrey Kovacs v. County of Los Angeles, et al.
United States District Court Case No. CV 04-557

This lawsuit alleges deliberate indifference to the medical needs of an
inmate while in the custody of the Sheriff's Department and also while he
was a patient at one of the facilities operated by the Department of Health
Services.

Action Taken:

The Claims Board recommended to the Board of Supervisors the
settlement of this matter in the amount of $1,000,000 (plus the
assumption of the Medi-Cal lien in the amount of $250,000).

Vote: Ayes: 3 —John Naimo, Steve Robles, and Roger Granbo

HOA.101231851.1 2



e. Dylan Bruno, et al. v. The City of Los Angeles, et al.
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. BC 505 318

This inverse condemnation lawsuit against the Department of Public
Works and the Flood Control District contends that public infrastructure
caused a 2011 landslide, which allegedly damaged the Plaintiffs' home.

Action Taken:

The Claims Board recommended to the Board of Supervisors the
settlement of this matter in the amount of $349,848.76.

Vote: Ayes: 2 —John Naimo and Steve Robles
Absent: Roger Granbo

f. Delano Delfin, et al. v. County of Los Angeles, et al.
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. MC 024 959

This lawsuit arises from alleged injuries sustained when Plaintiff was
struck by machinery being hauled on a trailer pulled by a vehicle driven
by a Department of Public Works employee.

Action Taken:

The Claims Board recommended to the Board of Supervisors the
settlement of this matter in the amount of $500,000.

Vote: Ayes: 2 —John Naimo and Steve Robles
Absent: Roger Granbo

g. Erika Arreola, et al. v. County of Los Angeles, et al.
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. BC 504 041

This lawsuit alleges personal injuries and wrongful death due to
dangerous condition of a crosswalk maintained by the Department of
Public Works.

Action Taken:

The Claims Board recommended to the Board of Supervisors the
settlement of this matter in the amount of $2,600,000.

Vote: Ayes: 2 —John Naimo and Steve Robles
Absent: Roger Granbo

HOA.101231851.1 3



5. Approval of the minutes of the September 19, 2016, regular meeting of the Claims
Board.

Actin Taken•

The Claims Board approved the minutes.

Vote: Ayes: 2 —John Naimo and Steve Robles
Absent: Roger Granbo

6. Items not on the posted agenda, to be referred to staff or placed on the agenda for
action at a further meeting of the Board, or matters requiring immediate action
because of emergency situation or where the need to take immediate action came
to the attention of the Board subsequent to the posting of the agenda.

No such matters were discussed.

7. Adjournment.

The meeting was adjourned at 10:47 a.m.

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES CLAIMS BOARD

By
Sandra Ruiz

HOA.101231851.1 4
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