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BOARD LETTER/MEMO  
CLUSTER FACT SHEET 

 
 

  Board Letter                                     Board Memo                                             Other 
 

CLUSTER AGENDA 
REVIEW DATE 

3/11/2026 

BOARD MEETING DATE 4/28/2026 

SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICT 
AFFECTED 

 
  All         1st       2nd        3rd       4th      5th          

DEPARTMENT(S) FIRE 

SUBJECT HEARING ON RECOMMENDED FEE INCREASE FOR THE JUNIOR  
LIFEGUARD PROGRAM  

PROGRAM Junior Lifeguard Program 

AUTHORIZES DELEGATED 
AUTHORITY TO DEPT   Yes            No   

SOLE SOURCE CONTRACT   Yes            No   
If Yes, please explain why:   

SB 1439 SUPPLEMENTAL 
DECLARATION FORM 
REVIEW COMPLETED BY 
EXEC OFFICE 

  Yes            No – Not Applicable   

DEADLINES/ 
TIME CONSTRAINTS 

The 2026 Junior Lifeguard Program 1st Session starts on June 16, 2026 

COST & FUNDING Total cost: 
Program cost is 
estimated to be 
approximately           
$3 million. 

Funding source: 
Budget Unit and Unit Code 40066 
 
The Program cost will be offset by a combination of fees paid 
by the participants and the District’s budget. 

TERMS (if applicable): 

Explanation: The requested fee increase from $635 to $705 ($176.25 per week) for FY 
2025-26 allows the District to recover direct costs and continue to be nearly self-
sustained while remaining competitive 
 

PURPOSE OF REQUEST The Consolidated Fire Protection District of Los Angeles County (District) is requesting 
the Board of Supervisors (Board) approval of the proposed fee increase for the 
District’s Junior Lifeguard Program (Program) from $635 to $705 effective immediately.  
The proposed fee increase is to address rising operational cost and bring the Program 
closer to full sustainability. 

BACKGROUND 
(include internal/external 
issues that may exist 
including any related 
motions) 

In June 1978, your Board directed that the Program be self-sustaining through 
participant fees. 
 
The proposed Program fee increase reflects an updated direct cost for employee 
salaries, uniforms, and equipment costs while still balancing affordability for community 
participants.  The fee reflects increased direct costs for the Program exclusive of 
overhead. 
 
Consistent with past Board direction, overhead will continue to be absorbed by the 
District and the General Fund on a pro-rata basis. 
 
The Program offers supervised bus transportation to youth located in South Los 
Angeles, Southeast Los Angeles, and the San Fernando Valley.  Financial aid is 
available to qualifying participants based on family income and number per household. 



EQUITY INDEX OR LENS 
WAS UTILIZED 

  Yes            No   
If Yes, please explain how: 

SUPPORTS ONE OF THE 
NINE BOARD PRIORITIES  

  Yes            No   
If Yes, please state which one(s) and explain how: 
 
Approval of the recommended action is consistent with the County of Los Angeles 2024-
2030 Strategic Plan, Racial Equity Principles, and efforts to reduce racial disparities.  It 
aligns with: 
North Star 2: Foster vibrant and resilient communities – by investing in community 
connections, public health/wellness, and creating welcoming public spaces that expand 
social determinants of health and community thriving. 
North Star 3: Realize tomorrow’s government today – by pursuing operations 
effectiveness, fiscal responsibility, and accountability (including maximizing revenue 
through appropriate fee adjustments to sustain services), and by engaging and sharing 
information with customers, communities, and partners (including soliciting ongoing 
feedback to improve service delivery). 

DEPARTMENTAL 
CONTACTS 

Name, Title, Phone # & Email: 
Fernando Boiteux, Chief Lifeguard  
(310) 939-7200 
Fernando.Boiteux@fire.lacounty.gov 

 
 

mailto:Fernando.Boiteux@fire.lacounty.gov












Fire-Lifeguard Spending Plan ($1M set aside in PFU in FY 22-23 Supplemental Changes) 
a 

Spending Description 

Number of Scholarships to be Awarded 
Cost Impact of Scholarships Awarded tzJ

Salaries & Employee Benefits !3l

Transportation Costs !4l

I5D Database (S) 
Credit Card Fees l5l

Total 

Notes 

b 

FY 2022-23 

(Summer 2023) (l) 
175 

$84,000 

$38,000 

$28,000 

$88,000 
$3,000 

$241,000 

C d 

FY 2023-24 FY 2024-25 
(Summer 2024) (Summer 2025) 

175 175 

$90,000 $97,000 

$39,000 $40,000 

$29,000 $30,000 

$30,000 $10,000 
$3,000 $3,000 

$191,000 $180,000 

e f 

FY 2025-26 FY 2026-27 
(Summer 2026) (Summer 2027) 

175 175 

$104,000 $112,000 

$41,000 $42,000 

$31,000 $32,000 

$10,000 $10,000 
$3,000 $3,000 

$189,000 $199,000 

1. The Summer Lifeguard season runs from mid-June to mid-August. Registration for the upcoming Summer Lifeguard season begins in in February.

g 

Total 

$487,000 

$200,000 

$150,000 

$148,000 
$15,000 

$1,000,000 

2. The estimated annual cost impact of scholarships is based on 175 anticipated scholarships to be awarded. Fire offers a tiered scholarship system {15%, 60%, and 90% of the
full program fee (currently $636 for Summer 2023)) in which it assesses the financial status of each applicant. Each outlying year increases by 7.5% to account for increases in
the program fee to account for cost increases in providing the program.

a b 

Cost of Providing 
Scholarship Percentage (of $636 Program Fee) 

One Scholarship 

15% $100 
60% $380 
90% $570 

Total 

C d= b*c 

Amount of 
Total Year 1 Cost 

Scholarshi�s 
Awarded 

Impact 

15 $2,000 
49 $19,000 

111 $63,000 
175 $84,000 

3. The S&EB estimate is for 800 hours of an Ocean Lifeguard that will be dedicated to the administrative duties of the Scholarship awardees. The annual increase is 3.25% for
anticipated COLA increases.
4. Transportation costs are for shuttles and buses that transport participants from various County locations to their program site. Participants who received scholarships
accounted for approximately 33% of the participants who used the shuttles and buses. On average, total program transportation expenses are approximately $83,000.The
annual increase is 3.25% for anticipated COLA increases.
5. The ISO Database is a new program that ISO will develop that will be used by the Junior Lifeguard Program as a database for all applicants. This program will also be used to
identify which candidates have indicated that they are requesting financial aid/scholarship funding and track submitted documents. I5D has estimated $88,000 for the first year
start up costs, $30,000 for second year updates, and $10,000 for the following years for annual maintenance.
6. Credit Card Fees are charged by various credit card companies for payment transactions. These amounts reflect the anticipated credit cards fees associated with the
payments made by participants awarded scholarships. The annual increase is 3.25% for anticipated COLA increases.

ENCLOSURE



BOARD LETTER/MEMO  
CLUSTER FACT SHEET 

 
 

  Board Letter                                     Board Memo                                             Other 
 

CLUSTER AGENDA 
REVIEW DATE 

3/11/2026 

BOARD MEETING DATE 4/28/2026 

SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICT 
AFFECTED 

 
  All         1st       2nd        3rd       4th      5th          

DEPARTMENT(S) District Attorney’s Office 

SUBJECT Real Estate Fraud Program Recoding Fee Increase (ALL DISTRICTS) (3-VOTES) 

PROGRAM Real Estate Fraud Program 

AUTHORIZES DELEGATED 
AUTHORITY TO DEPT   Yes            No   

SOLE SOURCE CONTRACT   Yes            No   
If Yes, please explain why:   

SB 1439 SUPPLEMENTAL 
DECLARATION FORM 
REVIEW COMPLETED BY 
EXEC OFFICE 

  Yes            No – Not Applicable 
 
If unsure whether a matter is subject to the Levine Act, email your packet 
to EOLevineAct@bos.lacounty.gov to avoid delays in scheduling your 
Board Letter. 
  

DEADLINES/ 
TIME CONSTRAINTS 

Timely approval is necessary to ensure the fee increase maintains program funding 
levels and avoids further erosion of cost recovery. 

COST & FUNDING Total cost: 
N/A 

Funding source: 
Real Estate Fraud Prosecution Trust Fund 

TERMS (if applicable): N/A 

Explanation: Increasing the fee to ten dollars ($10) will improve cost recovery for the 
District Attorney’s efforts and provide much needed financial resources to the local law 
enforcement agencies. 
 

PURPOSE OF REQUEST Adopt the enclosed resolution to authorize an increase to the fee for recording any real 
estate instrument, paper, or notice, from five dollars ($5) to ten dollars ($10), with the 
funds to be placed in the Real Estate Fraud Prosecution Trust Fund. 

BACKGROUND 
(include internal/external 
issues that may exist 
including any related 
motions) 

On January 11, 1996, the Board of Supervisors (Board) adopted a resolution to 
implement a program for the enhanced investigation and prosecution of real estate 
fraud, especially crimes against low income and unsophisticated victims. 

EQUITY INDEX OR LENS 
WAS UTILIZED 

  Yes            No   
If Yes, please explain how: 

SUPPORTS ONE OF THE 
NINE BOARD PRIORITIES  

  Yes            No   
If Yes, please state which one(s) and explain how: Participation in the Real Estate Fraud 
Program is consistent with the County’s Strategic Plan Goal No. 1, Make investments 
that transform lives, increase access to housing stability and No. 2, Foster vibrant and 
resilient communities, mitigating unlawful activity and crime. 

DEPARTMENTAL 
CONTACTS 

Name, Title, Phone # & Email: Godfrey Gozos, Chief of Budget & Fiscal Services 
Division, Los Angeles County District Attorney’s Office. (213) 257-2832 or via email at 
godfreygozos@da.lacounty.gov 

 
 

mailto:EOLevineAct@bos.lacounty.gov


EXECUTIVE OFFICE — BOARD OF SUPERVISOR 

AGENDA ENTRY 

DATE OF MEETING: 04/28/2026 

DEPARTMENT NAME: District Attorney's Office 

BOARD LETTERHEAD DISTRICT ATTORNEY 

SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICT AFFECTED ALL DISTRICTS 

VOTES REQUIRED 3 Votes 
CHIEF INFORMATION OFFICER'S 
RECOMMENDATION NONE  

* * * * ENTRY MUST BE IN MICROSOFT WORD * * * * 

Instructions: To comply with the Brown Act requirement, the reader should fully 
understand what the department is requesting the Board to approve. 
The recommendation must describe what the action is for; with whom 
the action is being taken; fiscal impact, including money amounts, 
funding sources, and effective dates. Also, include instructions for the 
Board Chair or Director to sign when such a signature is required.  

Recommendation: Adopt the enclosed resolution to authorize an increase to the 
fee for recording any real estate instrument, paper, or notice, from five dollars ($5) 
to ten dollars ($10). These funds shall be used for the exclusive purpose of 
deterring, investigating, and prosecuting real estate fraud crimes pursuant to 
section 27388 of the Government Code.



DISTRICT ATTORNEY'S OFFICE  
ANTICIPATED BOARD LETTER  

FACT SHEET 

SUBJECT: 
• Board Letter (BL) – Real Estate Fraud Program Recoding Fee Increase 

TARGETED BOARD AGENDA: 
• April 28, 2026 

DESCRIPTION OF PROGRAM / ITEM: 
• Real Estate Fraud Program 

AMOUNT / COST: 
• N/A 

FUNDING SOURCE: 
• Real Estate Fraud Prosecution Trust Fund 

FUNDING UTILIZED: 
• N/A 

PURPOSE: 
• Adopt the enclosed resolution to authorize an increase to the fee for recording 

any real estate instrument, paper, or notice, from five dollars ($5) to ten dollars 
($10), with the funds to be placed in the Real Estate Fraud Prosecution Trust 
Fund. 

CONTRACTING PROCESS (if applicable): 
• N/A 
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DISTRICT ATTORNEY'S OFFICE 
ANTICIPATED BOARD LETTER  

FACT SHEET 

CHANGES FROM PREVIOUS YEAR: 
• None 

CHANGES TO DEPLOYMENT / STAFFING PLAN: 
• None 

ISSUES / CONCERNS: 
• None 

SUCCESSES / ACCOMPLISHMENTS: 
• N/A 

 
 
DISTRICTS IMPACTED: 

• All Districts 
 
 
CONTACT PERSON 

• Godfrey Gozos, Chief of Budget & Fiscal Services Division 
• 213-257-2832 
• godfreygozos@da.lacounty.gov 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:godfreygozos@da.lacounty.gov


NATHAN J.  HOCHMAN 
LOS ANGELES COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY 
 
HALL OF JUSTICE  
211 WEST TEMPLE STREET   LOS ANGELES, CA 90012   (213) 974-3500 

 
April 28, 2026 
 
 
The Honorable Board of Supervisors 
County of Los Angeles 
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration 
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012-2726 
 
Dear Supervisors: 
 
ADOPT A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A FEE INCREASE FOR RECORDING REAL 

ESTATE INSTRUMENTS WITHIN THE COUNTY TO FUND 
THE REAL ESTATE FRAUD INVESTIGATION AND PROSECUTION PROGRAM 

(ALL DISTRICTS) (3-VOTES) 
 
SUBJECT 
 
Resolution authorizing an increase to the recording fee from five dollars ($5) to ten dollars ($10) to 
fully fund the Real Estate Fraud Investigation and Prosecution Program pursuant to Government 
Code section 27388. 
 
IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD: 
 
Adopt the enclosed resolution to authorize an increase to the fee for recording any real estate 
instrument, paper, or notice, from five dollars ($5) to ten dollars ($10), with the funds to be placed 
in the Real Estate Fraud Prosecution Trust Fund. These funds shall be used for the exclusive 
purpose of deterring, investigating, and prosecuting real estate fraud crimes pursuant to section 
27388 of the Government Code. 
 
IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE BOARD AFTER THE PUBLIC HEARING: 
 
Adopt the enclosed resolution to authorize an increase to the fee for recording any real estate 
instrument, paper, or notice, from five dollars ($5) to ten dollars ($10), with the funds to be placed 
in the Real Estate Fraud Prosecution Trust Fund. 
 
PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION 
 
On January 11, 1996, the Board of Supervisors (Board) adopted a resolution to implement a 
program for the enhanced investigation and prosecution of real estate fraud, especially crimes 
against low income and unsophisticated victims. Funding for this program, as authorized by 
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Government Code section 27388, was provided by a two-dollar ($2) fee to be paid at the time any 
real estate instrument, paper, or notice required or permitted by law, was recorded within Los 
Angeles County. 
 
On September 27, 2008, Governor Schwarzenegger signed Senate Bill 1396, which increased the 
allowable fee under Government Code section 27388 to three dollars ($3) effective January 1, 2009. 
On March 24, 2009, the Board adopted a resolution authorizing a real estate recording fee increase 
from two dollars ($2) to three dollars ($3) to continue financing the deterrence, investigation, and 
prosecution of real estate fraud crimes in accordance with Government Code section 27388. 
 
On July 13, 2012, Governor Brown signed Senate Bill 1342, which increases the allowable real 
estate recording fee under Government Code section 27388 from three dollars ($3) to ten dollars 
($10), effective January 1, 2013. Upon resolution by the Board, the County could increase the 
recording fee from three dollars ($3) to a maximum of ten dollars ($10) for the recording of real 
estate instruments as defined by Government Code section 27388. 
 
On November 28, 2017, upon request by the District Attorney’s Office, the Board adopted a 
resolution authorizing a real estate recording fee increase from three dollars ($3) to five dollars ($5) 
to continue financing the deterrence, investigation, and prosecution of real estate fraud crimes in 
accordance with Government Code section 27388. 

Real estate fraud remains a major problem in this country. Since the 2017 increase, the revenues 
generated by the recording fee have remained relatively stable while the program costs associated 
with the deterrence, enhanced investigation, and prosecution of real estate fraud have continued to 
increase. Under the five dollar ($5) fee, the prosecution and investigation efforts of the District 
Attorney, the Sheriff's Department, and other County law enforcement agencies are significantly 
underfunded. 
 
Increasing the fee from five dollars ($5) to ten dollars ($10) will provide sufficient funds to offset 
the cost of the deterrence, enhanced investigation, and prosecution efforts of the District Attorney's 
Office, the Sheriff's Department, and other County law enforcement agencies. 

The Auditor-Controller has reviewed the proposed fee increase from five dollars ($5) to ten dollars 
($10) and has determined that the increased fees will not exceed the cost of the District Attorney’s 
program for the enhanced investigation and prosecution of real estate fraud. Additionally, over 
time, program expenditures, including personnel costs, are anticipated to scale with enforcement 
activity.  
 
Furthermore, based upon the historic expenditures of the participating law enforcement agencies, 
the funds generated by the increased fees will not exceed the actual law enforcement costs 
associated with deterring, investigating, and prosecuting real estate fraud crimes pursuant to 
Government Code section 27388. 
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IMPLEMENTATION OF STRATEGIC PLAN GOALS 
 
This action supports the County's Strategic Plan Strategy III.3 - Pursue Operational Effectiveness, 
Fiscal Responsibility, and Accountability; Objective III.3.1 Maximize Revenue: Implement a 
process to systematically leverage resources to help fund County initiatives, by providing the 
necessary funds to prosecute those responsible for crimes involving real estate fraud. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING 
 
The real estate recording fees received by the County are deposited in the Real Estate Fraud 
Prosecution Trust Fund to finance the deterrence, enhanced investigation, and prosecution of real 
estate fraud crimes in accordance with Government Code section 27388. The Registrar-Recorder's 
Office receives 10 percent of the total fees to compensate for administrative costs. The remaining 
funds are divided between the District Attorney's Office (60 percent) and various County law 
enforcement agencies (40 percent), including the Sheriff's Department, the Los Angeles Police 
Department, and many smaller agencies. 
 
In Fiscal Year 2024-25, the revenues generated by the five-dollar ($5) fee fell short of fully funding 
the District Attorney's program by more than $2,500,000. That year, the deterrent and enhanced 
investigative efforts of local law enforcement agencies were underfunded by more than $3,600,000, 
based upon the requests contained in their annual application for funding. Increasing the fee to ten 
dollars ($10) will improve cost recovery for the District Attorney’s efforts and provide much 
needed financial resources to the local law enforcement agencies. The funds generated by the 
increased fees are not projected to exceed the actual costs of the prosecution or law enforcement 
efforts to combat real estate fraud. 
 
FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS 
 
Prior to adopting an ordinance, resolution, or other legislative enactment adopting a new fee or 
approving an increase in an existing fee, Government Code section 66018 requires a local agency to 
hold a public hearing, at which oral or written presentations can be made. The Board of Supervisors' 
Executive Office, in accordance with Government Code section 6062, subdivision (a), published an 
official notice of the time and place of said meeting, including a general explanation of the fee to be 
established or revised. Pursuant to Government Code section 27388, the County may resolve to 
impose a fee of ten dollars ($10), to be paid at the time of recording every real estate instrument, 
paper, or notice required or permitted by law to be recorded within that county, except those 
expressly exempted from payment or recording fees. 
 
This Board Letter and Resolution have been reviewed and approved by County Counsel. 
 
IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS) 
 
This action does not propose attorney staff augmentation. Therefore, the District Attorney's Office  
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is not subject to the Board Motion of December 15, 1998, requiring clearance with the Alternate 
Public Defender, Public Defender, and Sheriff's Departments. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
It is requested that the Executive Officer-Clerk of the Board of Supervisors return two copies of the 
adopted Board Letter and Resolution to Mr. Godfrey Gozos, Budget and Fiscal Services Division, 
District Attorney's Office, 211 West Temple Street, Suite 200, Los Angeles, California 90012. Any 
questions may be directed to Mr. Gozos at (213) 257-2832 or at GodfreyGozos@da.lacounty.gov. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
NATHAN J.  HOCHMAN 
District Attorney 
 
gg 
 
Enclosures 
 
c: Executive Officer, Board of Supervisors 
 Chief Executive Officer 
 County Counsel 
 Auditor-Controller 
  



 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF LOS 
ANGELES TO AUTHORIZE AN INCREASE TO THE FEE FOR RECORDING REAL 
ESTATE INSTRUMENTS FROM FIVE DOLLARS ($5) TO TEN DOLLARS ($10) IN 

ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 27388 AND FOR THE 
CONTINUATION OF THE REAL ESTATE FRAUD INVESTIGATION AND 

PROSECUTION PROGRAM 
 
WHEREAS, Government Code Section 27388 ("§ 27388") provided that counties may, 

upon resolution, authorize a fee for recording any real estate instrument, paper, or notice required 
or permitted by law to be recorded within that county, except those expressly exempted from 
payment of recording fees so as to provide additional funds for the District Attorney and law 
enforcement to deter, investigate, and prosecute real estate fraud crimes; and 

 
WHEREAS, on January 11, 1996, this Board adopted a resolution authorizing an enhanced 

real estate fraud investigation and prosecution program to protect unsophisticated victims facing 
the loss of their homes, funded by a two-dollar ($2) fee for recording real estate instruments to 
finance the investigation and prosecution of real estate fraud crimes in accordance with § 27388; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, § 27388 was amended on September 27, 2008, to allow counties, 

beginning on January 12, 2009, to increase the fee to three dollars ($3); and 
 
WHEREAS, on March 24, 2009, this Board adopted a resolution authorizing an 

increase from a two-dollar ($2) fee to a three-dollar ($3) fee for recording real estate 
instruments to finance the investigation and prosecution of real estate fraud crimes in 
accordance with § 27388; and 

 
WHEREAS, § 27388 was further amended on July 13, 2012, to allow counties, 

beginning on January 1, 2013, to increase the fee to ten dollars ($10); and 
 
WHEREAS, on November 28, 2017, upon request by the District Attorney’s Office, 

this Board adopted a resolution authorizing an increase from a three-dollar ($3) fee to a five-
dollar ($5) fee for recording real estate instruments to finance the investigation and 
prosecution of real estate fraud crimes in accordance with § 27388; and 

 
WHEREAS, the County of Los Angeles is in continued need of a program to reduce the 

victimization of the elderly, poor, and uneducated residents who are unsophisticated in the 
complexities of property law; and 

 
WHEREAS, the intent of this program is to impact real estate fraud involving the largest 

number of victims, emphasizing individuals whose residences are in danger of, or are in 
foreclosure; and 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Supervisors of the County of 

Los Angeles that: 
 



 

 

The Registrar-Recorder shall impose a ten-dollar ($10) fee at the time of the recording of 
every real estate instrument, paper, or notice recorded in Los Angeles County as defined in § 
27388, except those expressly exempted from payment of recording fees. The funds shall continue 
to be placed in the Real Estate Fraud Prosecution Trust Fund Committee. These funds are to be 
used for the exclusive purpose of deterring, investigating, and prosecuting real estate fraud crimes. 
The foregoing resolution was on the ____ day of April 2026, adopted by the Board of Supervisors 
of the County of Los Angeles. 
 
 
 
 
       EDWARD YEN 
       Executive Officer-Clerk of the  
       Board of Supervisors of the  
       County of Los Angeles 
 
 
 

By ________________________________ 
                   Deputy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM 
COUNTY COUNSEL 
 
DAWYN R. HARRISON 
 
 
 
By ________________________________ 
      Don Nghiem 
      Deputy County Counsel 



RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF LOS 
ANGELES TO AUTHORIZE AN INCREASE TO THE FEE FOR RECORDING REAL 
ESTATE INSTRUMENTS FROM FIVE DOLLARS ($5) TO TEN DOLLARS ($10) IN 

ACCORDANCE WITH GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 27388 AND FOR THE 
CONTINUATION OF THE REAL ESTATE FRAUD INVESTIGATION AND 

PROSECUTION PROGRAM 

WHEREAS, Government Code Section 27388 ("§ 27388") provided that counties may, 
upon resolution, authorize a fee for recording any real estate instrument, paper, or notice required 
or permitted by law to be recorded within that county, except those expressly exempted from 
payment of recording fees so as to provide additional funds for the District Attorney and law 
enforcement to deter, investigate, and prosecute real estate fraud crimes; and 

WHEREAS, on January 11, 1996, this Board adopted a resolution authorizing an enhanced 
real estate fraud investigation and prosecution program to protect unsophisticated victims facing 
the loss of their homes, funded by a two-dollar ($2) fee for recording real estate instruments to 
finance the investigation and prosecution of real estate fraud crimes in accordance with § 27388; 
and 

WHEREAS, § 27388 was amended on September 27, 2008, to allow counties, 
beginning on January 12, 2009, to increase the fee to three dollars ($3); and 

WHEREAS, on March 24, 2009, this Board adopted a resolution authorizing an 
increase from a two-dollar ($2) fee to a three-dollar ($3) fee for recording real estate 
instruments to finance the investigation and prosecution of real estate fraud crimes in 
accordance with § 27388; and 

WHEREAS, § 27388 was further amended on July 13, 2012, to allow counties, 
beginning on January 1, 2013, to increase the fee to ten dollars ($10); and 

WHEREAS, on November 28, 2017, upon request by the District Attorney’s Office, 
this Board adopted a resolution authorizing an increase from a three-dollar ($3) fee to a five-
dollar ($5) fee for recording real estate instruments to finance the investigation and 
prosecution of real estate fraud crimes in accordance with § 27388; and 

WHEREAS, the County of Los Angeles is in continued need of a program to reduce the 
victimization of the elderly, poor, and uneducated residents who are unsophisticated in the 
complexities of property law; and 

WHEREAS, the intent of this program is to impact real estate fraud involving the largest 
number of victims, emphasizing individuals whose residences are in danger of, or are in 
foreclosure; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Supervisors of the County of 
Los Angeles that: 

1 
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always thorough, and deputies and professional employee visitors may exit the custody 
facility and re-enter in the middle of a shift when there is no search operating at any 
point of entry.  

When asked about tracking, the Department reported that it does not currently collect 
data on staff who are found attempting to bring items, even inadvertently, that are not 
permitted inside custodial facilities, such as cellphones. The Department further 
reported concerns that some deputies would complain to the employee unions about 
data collection and its potential use for disciplinary purposes. Data collection detailing 
the number of searches conducted that prevented prohibited items from being brought 
into facilities might assist with improving search techniques throughout the jail facilities.  

Custody narcotics investigations.73 As part of its narcotics prevention efforts, the 
Department also conducts narcotics investigations in custody. Sergeants and detectives 
are assigned to various custody investigative units to conduct these investigations.  

The Office of Inspector General notes that although employees are trained in the 
academy and in annual ethics training to report to their supervisor any suspected 
criminal activity conducted by their colleagues, more tips may be generated if they were 
collected and investigated by an independent party rather than the tipster’s chain of 
command. Deputies may have concerns about confidentiality, impartiality, or fear 
retaliation within their unit if they have concerns that any information they provide about 
potential misconduct will first be investigated by their supervisor. However, the 
Department notes that there are avenues that staff may utilize to report suspected 
misconduct, including a tip line that allows for anonymous reporting.  
 
Recruitment efforts. Part of preventing narcotics from entering custodial facility is 
examining why employees engage in such conduct in the first place. Deputies, civilian 
employees, and other civilians with authorized access to jail facilities may have 
preexisting relationships with someone in custody such that they may be convinced to 
bring in contraband. Deputies and civilians may also be incentivized monetarily to bring 
narcotics into custody. Maintaining strict hiring standards and screenings to ascertain 
factors that indicate a possible propensity to engage in nefarious behavior, including 
financial issues, prior thefts, dishonesty, and domestic violence, which may increase the 
likelihood or risk that staff or others with access to the facilities will be susceptible to 
requests to smuggle in contraband. 

 

73 Based upon security concerns expressed by the Sheriff’s Department, some information referred to in the 
Sheriff’s response letter was deleted from this section. 
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