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MEMBERS OF THE BOARD 

 

 Oscar Valdez 
   Office of the Auditor-Controller 
 Destiny Castro 
   Chief Executive Office  
 Adrienne M. Byers 
   Office of the County Counsel 
 

 

NOTICE OF MEETING AND AGENDA 

 The Los Angeles County Claims Board will hold a regular meeting on Monday, October 6, 2025, 
at 9:30 a.m., at the Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration, 500 West Temple Street, Sixth Floor, 
Conference Room C, Los Angeles, California 90012.  Members of the public who would like to listen to 
the open session of the meeting or would like to provide public comment may call (323) 776-6996, 
then enter ID 919 190 753# at 9:30 a.m. on October 6, 2025. 
 
 Reports of actions taken in Closed Session.  The Los Angeles County Claims Board will report 
actions taken on any Closed Session Items on Monday, October 6, 2025, at approximately 12:00 p.m. 
Members of the public who would like to hear the reportable actions taken on any Closed Session 
items may call (323) 776-6996, then enter ID 919 190 753# at 12:00 p.m. on October 6, 2025.  Please 
note that this is an approximate start time and there may be a short delay before the Closed Session is 
concluded and the actions can be reported. 
 
TO PROVIDE PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
 You may submit written public comments by e-mail to claimsboard@counsel.lacounty.gov or by 
mail to: Attention: Los Angeles County Claims Board, Executive Office, County Counsel, 500 West 
Temple Street, Los Angeles, California, 90012. 
 
 Written public comments or documentation must be submitted no later than 12:00 p.m. on 
Friday, October 3, 2025.  Please include the agenda item and meeting date in your correspondence.  
Comments and any other written submissions will become part of the official record of the meeting. 
 
 If you wish to address the Los Angeles County Claims Board in person, you may come to the 
Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration, 500 West Temple Street, Los Angeles, California, 90012, and 
enter on the Second Floor.  Please advise the security guard station personnel that you would like to 
attend the public portion of the Claims Board meeting, and you will be escorted to the Sixth Floor and 
be assisted. 
 
 PUBLIC COMMENT: Public comment is limited to the specific items on the agenda and general 
public comment is limited to subject matters within the jurisdiction of the Claims Board. 
 
 SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION: The Agenda and any supporting documents will be posted at 
https://lacounty.gov/newsroom/public-information/los-angeles-county-claims-board/ and can be 
provided upon request.  Please submit requests for supporting documents to 
claimsboard@counsel.lacounty.gov.   
 
 If you would like more information, please contact Claims Board Administrator Laura Z. Salazar 
at lzsalazar@counsel.lacounty.gov or Raina Mey at rmey@counsel.lacounty.gov.   

mailto:claimsboard@counsel.lacounty.gov
https://lacounty.gov/newsroom/public-information/los-angeles-county-claims-board/
mailto:claimsboard@counsel.lacounty.gov
mailto:lzsalazar@counsel.lacounty.gov
mailto:rmey@counsel.lacounty.gov
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AGENDA 
1. Call to Order. 

2. Opportunity for members of the public to address the Claims Board on items of interest that 
are within the subject matter jurisdiction of the Claims Board.   

3. Closed Session Item(s) – Conference with Legal Counsel – Existing Litigation 
(Government Code section 54956.9, subdivision (a)). 

a. Non-Litigated Claim of Kemper Insurance ASO Alan Cory Hong 
  
 This claim against the Fire Department seeks compensation for property damage 

allegedly caused by a three-car collision; settlement is recommended in the amount of 
$22,564.04. 

 
 See Supporting Document 
 
b. Non-Litigated Claim of the Judicial Council of California 

 This claim against the Sheriff's Department seeks compensation for property damage 
allegedly caused by the negligent operation of a gate at Downey Courthouse; settlement 
is recommended in the amount of $23,317.87. 

 See Supporting Document 

c. Estate of Erick Rubio v. County of Los Angeles, et al. 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. 24STCP01690 

 This writ of mandate lawsuit arises from a request for records under the California 
Public Records Act; settlement is recommended in the amount of $28,041. 

  
 See Supporting Document 
 
d. Lecia L. Shorter v. County of Los Angeles, et al. 

United States District Court Case No. 2:21-cv-03347 

 This federal civil rights lawsuit alleges jail staff at Century Regional Detention Facility 
subjected Plaintiff to unconstitutional group strip-searches between 2010 and 2015; 
settlement is recommended in the amount of $99,999. 

 See Supporting Document 

e. Emmett Brock v. County of Los Angeles, et al. 
United States District Court Case No. 8:24-cv-00565 

 This federal civil rights lawsuit alleges Plaintiff was illegally detained, beaten, and 
arrested by a Sheriff's Department deputy; settlement is recommended in the amount 
of $3,000,000. 

 See Supporting Document 
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f. Frank Gutierrez, et al. v. County of Los Angeles, et al. 
United States District Court Case No. 2:21-cv-08238 

 This lawsuit alleges civil rights violations against the Department of Children and Family 
Services resulting in the death of a minor; settlement is recommended in the amount of 
$100,000. 

 See Supporting Document 

g. Jessica Castillo v. County of Los Angeles Department of Public Health 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. 23STCV00176 

 This lawsuit concerns allegations of race discrimination, disability discrimination, and 
retaliation by the Department of Public Health; settlement is recommended in the 
amount of $70,000. 

h. Heather Skopik v. County of Los Angeles 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. 20STCV29045 

 This lawsuit concerns allegations that an employee of the Department of Health Services 
was subjected to discrimination and retaliation based on gender; settlement is 
recommended in the amount of $99,000. 

i. Latosha Walker v. County of Los Angeles 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. 21STCV08300 

 This lawsuit alleges that an employee of the Sheriff's Department was subjected to 
discrimination, harassment, and retaliation; settlement is recommended in the amount 
of $300,000. 

4. Approval of the Minutes of the September 15, 2025, regular meeting of the Claims Board. 

See Supporting Document 

5. Adjournment. 
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CASE SUMMARY 

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION 

CASE NAME  Non-Litigated Claim of Kemper Insurance ASO Alan 
Cory Hong 

CASE NUMBER  N/A 

COURT  N/A 

DATE FILED  N/A 

COUNTY DEPARTMENT  Fire 

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT $ 22,564.04      

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF  N/A 

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY  Ann M. Aguilar                                                               
Principal Deputy County Counsel 

NATURE OF CASE 
 

This claim involves property damage caused by a 
collision with a Fire vehicle. Due to the risks and 
uncertainties of litigation, a full and final settlement 
is warranted. 

PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE $ 0 

PAID COSTS, TO DATE $ 0 
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CASE SUMMARY 

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION 

CASE NAME  Non-Litigated Claim of the Judicial Council of 
California 

CASE NUMBER  N/A 

COURT  N/A 

DATE FILED  N/A 

COUNTY DEPARTMENT  LASD 

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT $ 23,317.87 

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF  N/A 

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY  Ann M. Aguilar                                                               
Principal Deputy County Counsel 

NATURE OF CASE 
 

This is a claim for property damage to the sallyport 
gate at the Downey Courthouse resulting from a 
County employee's negligent operation of the gate. 
Due to the risks and uncertainties of litigation, a full 
and final settlement of the claim is warranted.  

PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE $ 0 

PAID COSTS, TO DATE $ 0 
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CASE SUMMARY 

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION 

CASE NAME  Estate of Erick Rubio v. County of Los Angeles 

CASE NUMBER  24STCP01690 

COURT  Los Angeles Superior Court 

DATE FILED  May 24, 2024 

COUNTY DEPARTMENT  Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department 

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT $ 28,041 

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF  RAMIN YOUNESSI 
Younesi Law 

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY  CAROLINE CRADDOCK 
Senior Deputy County Counsel 
Health Services Division 

NATURE OF CASE 
 

Writ of mandate lawsuit that arose from a request for 
information under the California Public Records Act.  

PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE $ 19,917 

PAID COSTS, TO DATE $ 77 
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CASE SUMMARY 

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION 

CASE NAME  Lecia Shorter v. County of Los Angeles, et al. 

CASE NUMBER  2:21-CV-03347-CJC-KK 

COURT  United States District Court 

DATE FILED  2010 and 2015 

COUNTY DEPARTMENT  Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department 

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT $ 99,999 

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF  Pro Per 

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY 

 

JAMIE LOPEZ 
Deputy County Counsel 
Justice and Safety Division 

JUSTIN CLARK, ESQ. 
Lawrence, Beach, Allen, and Choi, PC. 

NATURE OF CASE 
 

This is a recommendation to settle for $99,999, inclusive 
of attorneys' fees and costs, this federal civil rights 
lawsuit filed by Lecia Shorter (Plaintiff) against the 
County of Los Angeles (County) and the Los Angeles 
Sheriff's Department (LASD) alleging jail staff at the 
Century Regional Detention Facility (CRDF) subjected her 
to 19 unconstitutional group strip searches between 
2010 and 2015. 
 
We believe the proposed settlement of $99,999 is 
reasonable, and will avoid further litigation costs and a 
potential adverse verdict, along with any potential 
punitive awards, could well exceed the recommended 
settlement amount. 

PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE $ 227,893 

PAID COSTS, TO DATE $ 5,240 

 



HOA.105510045.1   

CASE SUMMARY 

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION 

CASE NAME  Emmet Brock v. County of Los Angeles, et al. 

CASE NUMBER  8:24-CV-00565-JWH-DFM 

COURT  United States District Court 

DATE FILED  February 10, 2023 

COUNTY DEPARTMENT  Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department 

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT $ 3,000,000 

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF  THOMAS E. BECK 
The Beck Law Firm 

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY  THOMAS C. HURRELL 
Hurrell and Cantrall LLP 

NATURE OF CASE 
 

This is a recommendation to settle for $3,000,000, 
inclusive of attorneys' fees and costs, a federal civil 
rights lawsuit filed by Emmet Brock (Plaintiff) after 
he was arrested and assaulted by a Los Angeles 
County Sheriff's Department (LASD) Deputy. 
 
Given the risks and uncertainties of litigation, a 
reasonable settlement at this time will avoid further 
litigation costs. The full and final settlement of the 
case in the amount of $3,000,000 is recommended. 

PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE $ 229,123 

PAID COSTS, TO DATE $ 4,710 

 



HOA.105495359.1   

CASE SUMMARY 

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION 

CASE NAME  Frank Gutierrez, et al. v. County of Los Angeles, 
et al. 

CASE NUMBER  2:21-cv-08238 

COURT  United States District Court, Central District of 
California 

DATE FILED  October 15, 2021 

COUNTY DEPARTMENT  Children and Family Services 

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT $ 100,000 

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF 

 

ARNOLDO CASILLAS 
Casillas and Associates 

JOHN TAYLOR 
Taylor and Ring LLP 

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY 

 

SHAWN LUNA 
Senior Deputy County Counsel 
Social Services Division 

AVI BURKWITZ, ESQ. 
Peterson Bradford Burkwitz Gregorio Burkwitz & Su, 
LLP 

NATURE OF CASE 
 

Plaintiffs allege civil rights claims against the 
Department of Children and Family Services 
resulting in the death of a minor. 

Due to the high risks and uncertainties of litigation, a 
reasonable settlement at this time will avoid further 
litigation costs. The full and final settlement of the 
case in the amount of $100,000 is recommended. 

PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE $ 64,269  

PAID COSTS, TO DATE $ 620 
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LOS ANGELES COUNTY CLAIMS BOARD 
 

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 
 

September 15, 2025 
 

1. Call to Order. 

The meeting of the Los Angeles County Claims Board was called to order at 9:39 a.m.  The 
meeting was held virtually with Claims Board Chair Destiny Castro, Claims Board Member Oscar Valdez, 
Claims Board Member Adrienne M. Byers, and Claims Board Administrator Laura Z. Salazar 
participating in person at the Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration, 500 West Temple Street, Sixth 
Floor, Conference Room C, Los Angeles, California 90012.   

All other participants at the Claims Board meeting appeared virtually: Caroline Craddock, 
Melissa McCaverty, Nena Vuong, Latasha N. Corry, Sanjay Athalye, Kevin Engelien, Minas Samuelian, 
Richard T. Hsueh, and Wendy Sha appeared for the Office of the County Counsel.  Arun Patel, Joan 
Hubbell, Timothy Belavich, Roberto Avitia, and Dawn Monique Abarca appeared for the Department of 
Health Services.  Jacklin Injijian, Ronald Castaneda, Michele Chimienti, and Fady Khalil appeared for the 
Department of Public Works.  Marian Bellard appeared for the Internal Services Department.  Sergeant 
Shanese Winfrey, Deputy Nancy K. Madarasz, Commander Terrence L. Bell, Lieutenant Patrick J. Hayes, 
Acting Captain/Lieutenant Tina L. Arevalo, Commander Oscar O. Barragan, Lieutenant James M. Eggers, 
Captain Robert J. Dean, Chief Yolanda R. Figueroa, Captain John Lecrivain, Captain Tri T. Hoang, 
Lieutenant Thomas V. Kim, Lieutenant Jennifer M. Roth, Captain Robbie A. Royster, Captain Joseph 
Fender, Commander Justin Diez, and Commander Shawn R. Kehoe appeared for the Sheriff's 
Department.  Derrick Martin appeared for the Department of Aging and Disabilities.  Raymond Sakai 
appeared for Lawrence Beach Allen & Choi, PC.  Allen Thomas appeared for Thomas Law Firm, Inc. 
Marina Samson appeared for Ivie McNeill Wyatt Purcell & Diggs, APLC.  Jill Williams appeared for 
Carpenter, Rothans & Dumont, LLP. 

2. Opportunity for members of the public to address the Claims Board on items of interest 
within the subject-matter jurisdiction of the Claims Board. 

No member of the public appeared in person or on the public teleconference phone line to 
address the Claims Board. 
 

3. Closed Session – Conference with Legal Counsel – Existing Litigation 
(Government Code section 54956.9, subdivision (a)). 

At 9:40 a.m., Claims Board Chair Destiny Castro convened the meeting in closed session to 
discuss the items listed below as 4(a) through 4(l). 
 

4. Report on Actions Taken in Closed Session. 

No member of the public appeared in person or on the public teleconference phone line to 
address the Claims Board. 

At 12:32 p.m., the Claims Board reconvened in open session to report the actions taken in 
closed session as follows: 

a. Leslie Gilbert, et al. v. County of Los Angeles, et al.  
 United States District Court No. 2:19-cv-08599 
 
 This federal civil rights lawsuit alleges deliberate indifference to an inmate's medical 

needs resulting in death by suicide. 
 
 Action Taken: 
 
 The Claims Board recommended to the Board of Supervisors settlement of Item 4(a) in 

the amount of $3,100,000. 

 Vote: Ayes: 3 – Oscar Valdez, Adrienne M. Byers, and Destiny Castro 



Claims Board Minutes 
September 15, 2025 
Page 2 of 5 
 

HOA.105554298.1   

b. Judy Regan v. County of Los Angeles, et al. 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. 23AHCV00340 

 This lawsuit alleges that Plaintiff was injured due to a dangerous condition when she fell 
into a drainage ditch. 

 Action Taken: 

 The Claims Board approved settlement of Item 4(b) in the amount of $85,000 for 
economic reasons only. 

 Vote: Ayes: 2 – Oscar Valdez, and Destiny Castro  
 Noes: Adrienne M. Byers 

c. Jimmy Avalos v. Los Angeles Unified School District, et al. 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. 22STCV00379 

 This dangerous condition of public property lawsuit alleges that Plaintiff suffered 
injuries when he hit a displaced sidewalk panel and fell. 

 Action Taken: 

 The Claims Board recommended to the Board of Supervisors settlement of Item 4(c) in 
the amount of $150,000. 

 Vote: Ayes: 2 – Oscar Valdez, and Destiny Castro  
 Noes: Adrienne M. Byers 

d. Maria Villalvazo v. City of Los Angeles, et al. 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. 23CHCV00356 

 This lawsuit alleges that Plaintiff was injured due to a dangerous condition when she 
tripped and fell on an uneven sidewalk. 

 Action Taken: 

 The Claims Board approved settlement of Item 4(d) in the amount of $75,000. 

 Vote: Ayes: 3 – Oscar Valdez, Adrienne M. Byers, and Destiny Castro 

e. Dairyn Alabal Alvarez, et al. v. County of Los Angeles, et al. 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. 24NWCV01764 

 This lawsuit arises from injuries Plaintiffs allegedly sustained in a traffic collision 
involving a Sheriff's Department deputy. 

 Action Taken: 

 The Claims Board approved settlement of Item 4(e) in the amount of $27,500. 

 Vote: Ayes: 3 – Oscar Valdez, Adrienne M. Byers, and Destiny Castro 
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f. Santiago Sosa v. County of Los Angeles, et al. 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. 24CMCV01491 

 This lawsuit arises from injuries Plaintiff allegedly sustained in a traffic collision involving 
a Sheriff's Department civilian employee. 

 Action Taken: 

 The Claims Board approved settlement of Item 4(f) in the amount of $25,000. 

 Vote: Ayes: 3 – Oscar Valdez, Adrienne M. Byers, and Destiny Castro 

g. Rafael Pensamiento v. Chantelle Telles, et al. 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. 22AVCV00194 

 This lawsuit arises from injuries Plaintiff allegedly sustained in a traffic collision involving 
a Sheriff's Department deputy. 

 Action Taken: 

 The Claims Board approved settlement of Item 4(g) in the amount of $75,000. 

 Vote: Ayes: 3 – Oscar Valdez, Adrienne M. Byers, and Destiny Castro 

h. Raul Gutierrez v. County of Los Angeles, et al. 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. 22STCV14486 

 This lawsuit arises from injuries Plaintiff allegedly sustained when he was struck by a 
Sheriff's Department vehicle driven by a deputy. 

 Action Taken: 

 The Claims Board approved settlement of Item 4(h) in the amount of $80,000. 

 Vote: Ayes: 3 – Oscar Valdez, Adrienne M. Byers, and Destiny Castro 

i. Angel Rafael Cardenas v. County of Los Angeles, et al. 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. 23NWCV01521 

 This lawsuit arises from injuries Plaintiff allegedly sustained in a multiple-vehicle 
collision involving a Sheriff's Department deputy. 

 Action Taken: 

 The Claims Board approved settlement of Item 4(i) in the amount of $99,999. 

  Vote: Ayes: 3 – Oscar Valdez, Adrienne M. Byers, and Destiny Castro 
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j. Enzo Escalante v. County of Los Angeles, et al. 
United States District Court Case No. 2:22-cv-02590 

 This federal civil rights lawsuit against the Sheriff's Department alleges excessive force 
arising from an incident that occurred during Plaintiff's detention. 

 Action Taken: 

 The Claims Board recommended to the Board of Supervisors settlement of Item 4(j) in 
the amount of $295,000. 

  Vote: Ayes: 3 – Oscar Valdez, Adrienne M. Byers, and Destiny Castro 

k. Juan Marquez, et al. v. County of Los Angeles, et al. 
United States District Court Case No. 2:22-cv-07246 

 This federal civil rights lawsuit arises from a non-fatal deputy-involved shooting of 
Plaintiff during an arrest/search warrant at Plaintiff's residence. 

 Action Taken: 

 The Claims Board recommended to the Board of Supervisors settlement of Item 4(k) in 
the amount of $4,500,000. 

 Vote: Ayes: 2 – Oscar Valdez, and Adrienne M. Byers  
 Noes: Destiny Castro  

l. Otto Perdomo v. County of Los Angeles 
Los Angeles Superior Court Case No. 23STCV11038 

 This lawsuit alleges that an employee of the Aging & Disabilities Department was 
subjected to discrimination based on disability and age. 

 Action Taken: 

 The Claims Board approved settlement of Item 4(l) in the amount of $40,000. 

 Vote: Ayes: 3 – Oscar Valdez, Adrienne M. Byers, and Destiny Castro 

5. Approval of the Minutes of the August 18, 2025, regular meeting of the Claims Board. 

 Action Taken: 
  

  The Claims Board approved the Minutes of the August 18, 2025, meeting.  
  

 Vote: Ayes: 3 – Oscar Valdez, Adrienne M. Byers, and Destiny Castro 

 

 

[Remainder of page intentionally left blank.] 
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6. Adjournment. 

 The meeting was adjourned at 12:33 p.m. 
 
 
     LOS ANGELES COUNTY CLAIMS BOARD 
 
 
 
     By _________________________ 
      Laura Z. Salazar 
      Claims Board Administrator 
      Office of the County Counsel  
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