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LA COUNTY PARKS CARE CAMP  

Care Camp Timeline

Tuesday, January 7
Eaton Fire ignites

Friday, January 10
LA County Parks staff see first- 

hand displaced families and 
organize emergency LA County 

Care Camp

Saturday, January 11, 8am 
Care Camp registration opens
50 LA County Parks staff train 

to support Care Camp
100 staff work through the 
weekend on procurement, 

registration and set up

Monday, January 13
LA County Parks Care Camp 

opens at five locations



About Care Camp
Care Camp opened on Monday, January 13, to support families who lost their homes 
or were evacuated. Care Camp gave parents/guardians a nurturing safe space for their 
children, while they sought help from the impacts of the fires.

• For youth and teens ages 5 to 17. Open 8 am to 5 pm (7 pm for teens)

• 1 staff for every 5 youth/teen allowed focus on trauma, play and recovery

• Care Camp were at parks near the Altadena community at: LA County Arboretum 
and Botanic Garden, Descanso Gardens, Pamela Community Park, Crescenta Valley 
Park, and Arcadia Community Park

• The programming services and needs at Care Camp were evaluated daily and 
developed to meet youth and family needs

• Care Camp offered parents flexibility to pick up or drop off their child any time 
throughout the day. Youth could attend one day, or the entire three weeks.

• For many families, Care Camp evolved into a new community, reuniting former 
classmates and neighbors. For others, Care Camp formed new bonds of unity, 
where children, parents and staff grew closer to each other every day



CARING FOR CHILDREN



Arboretum 



Arboretum
• Free Movie Night at the Arboretum
• Concert by Grand Performances featuring award winning band 

Las Cafeteras and Food by World Central Kitchen 
• Camp Boutique provided Care Camp families with free 

essentials, school supplies, clothing, toys, books, backpacks, 
produce and food boxes

• All items were donated by sponsors and through a one- 
day drive which collected over 21,000 brand new 
donations 

• LA Tar Pits Mobile Museum brought the wonders of prehistoric 
life directly to campers, offering hands-on experiences with 
fossils, scientific discoveries, and the rich history of the Tar Pits.



Crescenta 
Valley



Crescenta Valley
• Hip Hop Class
• Science Show presented by Right Design
• Performance by Asia Houston, World Adventures with 

my harp
• Field Trip to National Historic Museum
• Roller Hockey Demo with LA Kings 
• Drum Circle 
• Environmental Seed Planting, with Tree People
• E-Sports
• Obstacle Course
• Puppet Show



Pamela Park



Pamela Park

• E-Sports
• Calming Zone  - provided by Department of Mental Health
• Sofi-Stadium Field Trip
• Theater and Improv Games
• Performance by the Alley Cats
• Parent Support Workshop – provided by Department of Mental 

Health
• Yoga and Meditation
• Hand made journals and bookmarks
• DJ classes – provided by Give a Beat



Descanso 
Gardens



Descanso Garden

• Music Center: INCA, the Peruvian 
performance

• Garden Excursion and Scavenger Hunt
• Train Garden Tour
• Parent Workshop – provided by Department of 

Mental Health
• Snake Presentation
• Sarah Little Performance and Instrument 

Demo
• Creative Wellbeing Classes from Homeboy Art 

Academy



Arcadia Park



Arcadia Park

• CTG Theater Games and Art Making
• Parent Workshop – provided by Department of Mental 

Health
• Creative Wellbeing Classes with Street Poets and African 

Soul International
• Therapy Dogs Classes
• Ellen Shuzle Visual Art Show/Class
• La Brea Tar Pits Mobile Museum
• LA Kings Ball Hockey Games



Incredible Power of Partnerships 
and Community Support

The Care Camp created trauma-informed safe places where 
children could “heal through play” with an incredible array of rich 
programming. Over 80 partners mobilized to ensure Care Camp 
would blossom with programs that would educate, soothe, 
nurture, entertain, and bring joy to children. Within 24 hours of 
the Care Camp launch, sponsors, and donors pledged in-kind                                     
                                             donations of field trips, artist                      
                                             experiences, concerts, music classes,                       
                                             food, clothing, home supplies and much      
                                             more.                                 



Building Stronger 
Communities 



LACMA FIELD TRIP



LACMA

Hosted a field trip, including transportation, so 
youth could explore exhibits, complete a 
scavenger hunt, and participate in arts and 
crafts workshops. 



LA Dodgers 
Foundation



LA Dodgers Foundation
The Los Angeles Dodgers Foundation generously hosted a field trip 
for Care Camp youth to visit Dodger stadium. The children could 
select free toys, PPE, sports team clothing, shoes, blankets, and 
essentials. The event featured many sports teams, mascots, 
companies and participating foundations/nonprofits such as 
Mamba/Mambacita Sports Foundation and Baby2Baby.



Los Angeles Rams



Campers toured the sports field and locker room, engaged in sports 
clinics, met athletes, and enjoyed lunch. Transportation was provided by 
Transportation Management Services.

The Los Angeles Rams 



Addressing Trauma, 
Building Resilience



Youth voiced their trauma in the loss or separation of 
their family pets. In response, LA County Parks partnered 
with Go Team Therapy Dogs to bring dogs as a form of 
comfort and healing to children.

Addressing Trauma, Building 
Resilience



CARING FOR 
OUR 
STAFF 

The Human Resources Division (DHR) Return-To-Work Unit swiftly 
identified and contacted LA County Parks staff impacted by the 
fires and windstorm. Staff were provided the following direct 
assistance:

• Care Package with donated foods, toiletries, goods, and 
uniforms 

• Temporary housing information through 211 and DHR’s 
voucher program

• Wildfire Emergency Paid Leave to allow time to secure 
their safety

• Information on accessing critical mental health support, 
resources and counseling services to assist staff during 
this challenging time

• Ongoing check-ins on their overall well-being
• The final Care Camp debrief, supported by the Trauma 

Resource Institute, allowed staff to reflect on their 
experiences. It also reunited hundreds of Care Camp 
staff from LA County Parks, county departments, 
community groups, and cities to share their experiences 
and support one another

Additionally, LA County Parks partnered with the Los Angeles 
County Parks Foundation to launch a fundraiser, providing further 
financial relief for affected staff.
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