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Lindsey P. Horvath 
Third District 

DATE: January 29, 2025 
TIME: 9:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 
MEETING CHAIR: Anders Corey, 5th Supervisorial District 
CEO MEETING FACILITATOR: Jack Arutyunyan 

THIS MEETING IS HELD UNDER THE GUIDELINES OF BOARD POLICY 3.055 

To participate in the meeting in-person, the meeting location is: 
Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration 
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012 
Room 140 

To participate in the meeting virtually, please call teleconference number:  
1 (323) 776-6996 and enter the following: 880 681 649# or Click here to join the 
meeting 

For Spanish Interpretation, the Public should send emails within 48 hours in advance of the 
meeting to ClusterAccommodationRequest@bos.lacounty.gov 

Members of the Public may address the Health and Mental Health Services Meeting 
on any agenda item. Two (2) minutes are allowed for each item.  

THIS TELECONFERENCE WILL BE MUTED FOR ALL CALLERS. PLEASE DIAL *6 
TO UNMUTE YOUR PHONE WHEN IT IS YOUR TIME TO SPEAK. 

I. Call to order

II. Board Motion(s):

a. SD4 - Evaluating the First Year of CARE Court in Los Angeles County

III. Items Continued from a Previous Meeting of the Board of Supervisors or from the
Previous Agenda Review Meeting
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IV. Items not on the posted agenda for matters requiring immediate action because of 
an emergency situation, or where the need to take immediate action came to the 
attention of the Department subsequent to the posting of the agenda.   
 

V. Public Comment  
 

VI. Adjournment 
  

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO EMAIL A COMMENT ON AN ITEM ON THE HEALTH AND 
MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES CLUSTER AGENDA, PLEASE USE THE FOLLOWING 

EMAIL AND INCLUDE THE AGENDA NUMBER YOU ARE COMMENTING ON: 

HEALTH_AND_MENTAL_HEALTH_SERVICES@CEO.LACOUNTY.GOV 
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  MOTION 
 
 SOLIS __________________________ 

 MITCHELL __________________________ 

 HORVATH __________________________ 

 HAHN __________________________ 

 BARGER __________________________ 

AGN. NO.             
MOTION BY SUPERVISOR JANICE HAHN February 11, 2025 

Evaluating the First Year of CARE Court in Los Angeles County 

On September 14, 2022, Governor Gavin Newsom signed into law Senate Bill 

1338 (Umberg/Eggman), the Community Assistance, Recovery, and Empowerment 

(CARE) Act, officially creating the new CARE Court program in California. CARE Court 

authorizes specified people, like family members, first responders, and health 

professionals, to petition a civil court to create a CARE plan for an adult who is suffering 

from schizophrenia spectrum and psychotic disorders and lacks medical decision-making 

capacity. The bill required all counties in California to implement CARE Court but allowed 

them to do so at different timelines. Given the magnitude of the current mental health 

crisis, Los Angeles County (County) opted to implement CARE Court one year earlier 

than the legislation required. On December 1, 2023, the County’s CARE Court program 

became operational at the Norwalk Courthouse with the collaboration of the Department 

of Mental Health (DMH), Los Angeles County Superior Courts (Courts), and Los Angeles 

County Office of the Public Defender.  

Since then, the County, in collaboration with the Courts, has expanded its CARE 

Court outreach and support through hosting various community stakeholder meetings, 

providing support to petitioners through self-help centers across the County, and 

collaborating with the Department of Public Health’s Office of Substance Abuse and 
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Prevention Control (SAPC) and DHS Housing for Health to increase housing resources 

for CARE Court participants. These efforts have led to DMH receiving 348 petitions as of 

January 13, 2025, with 33 resulting in CARE agreements, and 4 leading to CARE plans. 

These numbers are much lower than was originally estimated by State officials before 

CARE Court legislation was passed.  Additionally, while many different types of individuals 

qualify to petition someone for CARE Court, the majority of petitions have been submitted 

by family members.  

As CARE Court enters its second year in Los Angeles County, the County should 

take time to analyze data from the first year and speak to stakeholders to assess ways to 

improve the program. CARE Court has the potential to help individuals suffering from 

severe mental illness receive the treatment and care they need. It can also be an 

important alternative to conservatorship or incarceration, so CARE Court should be a 

resource available to everyone who would qualify to ensure that Los Angeles County 

continues to provide upstream treatment opportunities to individuals living with severe 

mental health and/or substance use disorders.  

I, THEREFORE, MOVE that the Board of Supervisors (Board) direct the 

Department of Mental Health to do the following: 

1. Report back in writing in 30 days with an overview and analysis of the first year of 

CARE Court in Los Angeles County.  The report should include the following: 

a. Data on the total number of petitions submitted to CARE Court, their sources, 

and outcomes;  

b. A summary of the outreach and public awareness efforts that have been 

conducted, including any public awareness campaign, a list of all the 

organizations that have received CARE Court training, and help center visits;  
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c. The number and type of DMH filled and vacant positions dedicated to CARE 

Court; and 

d. Identified challenges that were faced in the first year of implementation. 

2. In collaboration with the Mental Health/Behavioral Health Commission, gather 

stakeholder feedback on CARE Court. Stakeholders should include, but not be limited 

to, family members who have submitted petitions to CARE Court, first responders, city 

officials, homeless outreach providers, medical professionals, and Court officials. 

a. Report back to the Board in 60 days with: 

i. A summary of the stakeholder feedback; 

ii. Recommendations for improvement; and 

iii. A plan to improve and enhance CARE Court in Los Angeles County. 

#          #          # 
JH:kc 
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