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Caring for Our Coast:
Climate Resiliency



Coastal resilience means building the 
ability of a community to "bounce 
back" after hazardous events such as 
hurricanes, coastal storms, and 
flooding – rather than simply reacting to 
impacts.

http://beaches.lacounty.gov/


Los Angeles County's Coastline

http://beaches.lacounty.gov/


Pacific Basin Geology 

http://beaches.lacounty.gov/
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http://beaches.lacounty.gov/


Coastal Assets
Beaches & Open Space

• 19 beach facilities
• 24 miles of coastline
• Approx. 992 acres of open space

In 2014, over 65 million visitors came to the beach. 
With the County’s population expected to double by 
2100, demand for beach recreation is anticipated to 
similarly increase.

• Restroom buildings
• Concession buildings

Facilities & Amenities

Access Amenities
• Lifeguard safety stations
• Maintenance yards
• Utilities (pump stations, septic 

systems, waterlines, 
underground fuel tanks, etc.)

Safety and Operations
• Parking lots
• Beach bike path
• Beach accessways, 

ramps, staircases

http://beaches.lacounty.gov/


Coastal Management

http://beaches.lacounty.gov/


Ongoing Challenges: Erosion, Flooding, 
Storm Events

Zuma/Pt Dume Rain Event 12/6/2018Surfrider Adamson House Historic Wall 6/7/2019

http://beaches.lacounty.gov/


Erosion Hotspots: PCH/South Topanga

PCH Erosion South of Topanga Beach 

http://beaches.lacounty.gov/


Erosion Hotspots: Nicholas Canyon

Nicholas Canyon road erosion, 2017



Erosion Hotspots: Point Dume

Point Dume erosion, emergency shore protection & access road repairs, 2021



Past Planning: 
2016 Sea-Level Rise Vulnerability Assessment

2016 report can be found here: https://beaches.lacounty.gov/sea-level-rise

http://beaches.lacounty.gov/
https://beaches.lacounty.gov/sea-level-rise


Current Efforts: Seasonal Berms

http://beaches.lacounty.gov/


Future Planning: 
Coastal Resiliency Needs Assessment

http://beaches.lacounty.gov/


Sea-Level Rise Predictions: Topanga Beach 2100

CURRENT 6 FEET

http://beaches.lacounty.gov/


Potential Adaptation Strategies: 
Nature-based Shoreline Protection 

Before

After

http://beaches.lacounty.gov/


Potential Adaptation Strategies:
Sediment Retention Infrastructure

http://beaches.lacounty.gov/


Potential Adaptation Strategies: 
Artificial Beach Nourishment

1938

2017

HERMOSA BEACH

http://beaches.lacounty.gov/


Potential Adaptation Strategies: 
Nature-based Sediment Transport

Rindge Dam Removal, Santa Monica Mountains Topanga Lagoon Restoration

http://beaches.lacounty.gov/


Federal, State and County 
Partnerships and Initiatives

http://beaches.lacounty.gov/


CHIEF, PLANNING DIVISION
DEPARTMENT OF BEACHES AND HARBORS

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
13837 FIJI WAY

MARINA DEL REY, CA 90292

WARREN ONTIVEROS
WONTIVEROS@BH.LACOUNTY.GOV

(424) 526-7745

http://beaches.lacounty.gov/
mailto:JMongolo@bh.lacounty.gov


An Update to the 2016 Los Angeles Countywide Parks Needs Assessment

April 6, 2022

Regional and Rural Edition



2

2016 Countywide Parks Needs Assessment
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Building on the 2016 Parks Needs Assessment
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Equity-driven Process



OBJECTIVE #1

A comprehensive inventory and equity-
driven analysis of Regional parks and open 
space assets, including regional recreational 
facilities, beaches and lakes, open space 
and natural areas, and trails.
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Regional Focus

Regional Study Areas 



Rural Focus

Rural Study Areas 

OBJECTIVE #2

An examination of park needs in the 
Rural areas of Los Angeles County 
using equity-driven methods and 
metrics.
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Building on the 2016 Parks Needs Assessment
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Building on the 2016 Parks Needs Assessment
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Technical Advisory 
Committee

Community Outreach 
Partners Stakeholder 

Engagement

Los Angeles County 
Residents

Los Angeles County 
Land and Trail 

Managers

County of Los Angeles



Community Engagement Summary

Project Website Digital and Printed Surveys
Social Media Posts

Informational Video Digital Workshops and 
In-Person Events



COMMUNITY NEEDS: Priorities for Improving Regional Park Access and Experiences

Regional Recreation Priorities



12

Project Timeline

Spring 2020 –
Fall 2020
(on hold from 
March – August 
due to COVID-19)

Fall 2020 –
Winter 2020

Spring 2021 –
Fall 2021

Spring 2021 –
Summer 2021

Winter 2021Fall 2021 Spring 2022



Population Vulnerability
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Park Need Level and Population Vulnerability 
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Environmental Benefits and Burdens

15Environmental Benefits
Indicators: Species Diversity, Significant Habitat, Habitat Connectivity, Proximity to Waterbody, Habitat Type

Environmental Burdens
Indicators: Groundwater Threat, Hazardous Waste., Drinking Water Quality, Fine Particulate Matter,  Pollution Burden 



Priority Areas for Environmental Conservation Priority Areas for Environmental Restoration

Priority Areas for Environmental Measures



Federal 30x30: America the Beautiful Initiative
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California Draft Pathways to 30x30 Strategy
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