
C O N D I T I O N S  I N S I D E  T H E  
W O M E N ’ S  C O U N T Y J A I L





“The process of being in the women’s jail
is dehumanizing. Pre-housing is filthy
and nasty. There was no screening
process, so I was in the same space as
people having mental health breakdowns.
Once housed, we are placed on 23 and 24
hour lockdowns on alternating days. You
have to shower, make phone calls, collect
mail--if they give it to you--in that short
period which ends up being about 30
mins every other day.”

-Testimony from Robyn to UN re: 
incarceration in CRDF in 2020



“You always have to be quiet so they can 
hear their radios. We didn’t have reading 
materials. We were just stuck there in our 
own heads. Being in my head wasn’t a 
good space to be in, and because of these 
isolating conditions and because I was 
facing 25 to life, I had an anxiety attack. 
Despite thinking I was having a heart 
attack, they were very slow to give me 
medical attention. Eventually I was seen 
and placed on a 5150 hold.”

-Testimony from Robyn to UN re: 
incarceration in CRDF in 2020



�

Published in 2015, this report documents testimony from women incarcerated in 
CRDF.

https://dignityandpowernow.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/breaking_silence_report_2015.pdf


Nina’s Story “I wanted to see a doctor and 
couldn’t. That’s why I jumped.” —Nina In 
September 2014, 

Nina,10 a forty-seven year old African-
American woman, was detained at the Century 
Regional Detention Facility (“CRDF”). After two 
weeks at CRDF, she attempted suicide by 
jumping off of a second-story balcony.





Links to inspection reports can be found here. Links to February CRDF: Feb 3, 2023 and Feb 17thrd, 2023

https://sbc.lacounty.gov/publications
https://file.lacounty.gov/SDSInter/bos/commissionpublications/report/1141129_020323_CRDFInspectionReport_Archie_DrGrills.pdf
https://file.lacounty.gov/SDSInter/bos/commissionpublications/report/1141132_021723_CRDF_InspectionReport_ClaytonJohnson_Grills.pdf


“Why don’t you go cut yourself, isn’t that what is in 
your file?”

Quoted comment from a deputy to Ms.F (currently 
incarcerated in CRDF), in February of 2023





Recommendation:
• The Civilian Oversight Commission can approve a resolution the echoes the chorus of multiple county entities 

including Department of Health Services, Correctional Health Services, and members of the Sheriffs Department and 
the Board of Supervisors which says the jails must be depopulated. Such a resolution would align with the federal 
judge who is currently deliberating on whether the county will be found in contempt for failing to meet DOJ 
mandates, and in the most recent hearings, directly cited the county’s own Men’s Central Jail Closure Plan. Such a 
resolution would urge the Board to emphasize decarceration and take heed of this very plan, which names the need to 
depopulate CRDF specifically. Such a resolution would be a meaningful, responsive, and necessary display of this 
Commissions authority.

https://file.lacounty.gov/SDSInter/bos/bc/1104568_DEVELO_1.PDF

