
The Reality of Incarceration 
in Los Angeles County



“MEN’S CENTRAL JAIL
make custody violent again”

Photographed:
Cup belonging to the bailiff in Judge 
Bork’s courtroom.

Los Angeles, 2026



O NE DEATH EVERY 8  DAYS
Fr o m  2 0 2 0 -Pr e se n t  Da y  th e r e  h a v e  b e e n

2 7 4  in -cu sto d y  d e a th s  in  LA Co u n ty .



LASD IN-CUSTODY DEATHS
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Source: Office of Inspector General's Reform and Oversight Efforts – Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department 

https://oig.lacounty.gov/Portals/OIG/Reports/2021/Reform%20and%20Oversight%20Efforts%20-Los%20Angeles%20County%20Sheriffs%20Department%20-%20October%20to%20December%202021.pdf
https://oig.lacounty.gov/Portals/OIG/Reports/2021/Reform%20and%20Oversight%20Efforts%20-Los%20Angeles%20County%20Sheriffs%20Department%20-%20October%20to%20December%202021.pdf
https://oig.lacounty.gov/Portals/OIG/Reports/2021/Reform%20and%20Oversight%20Efforts%20-Los%20Angeles%20County%20Sheriffs%20Department%20-%20October%20to%20December%202021.pdf


JOHN 
HORTON III

Murdered by Sheriff Deputies on 
March 30, 2009.

John’s death was originally labeled 
a suicide, and was later changed to 
“Undetermined” by LA County Chief 

Medical Examiner.



John Horton III Murdered by the 3000 Boys 
on March 30, 2009.

⚬ The 3000 Boys operate in the Men's Centra  
Jail and emerged in the 2000s. Deputies 
operating at correctional facilities often 
physically abused or tortured those in 
custody, with objectives such as causing th  
hospitalization of the victim or the fracture 
of bones seen as desirable or necessary fo  
initiation.

⚬ The 3000 Boys may be the largest deputy 
gang within LASD. Members are tattooed 
with a "III" on their calf — earned by using 
excessive force against an inmate and then 
filing a false report thereafter.



LASD DEPUTY GANG 
3,000 BOYS

Source: The Center  for Juvenile Law & Policy  at LMU Loyola Law School

https://www.lls.edu/academics/centers/centerforjuvenilelawpolicy/
https://www.lls.edu/academics/centers/centerforjuvenilelawpolicy/




Ja la n i Lo v e t t : Kille d  o n  Se p te m b e r  2 2 ,  2 0 2 1 w h ile  in  so lit a r y  co n fin e m e n t  a t  
Me n ’s  Ce n t r a l Ja il,  o n  th e  3 0 0 0 th  flo o r .  De a th  w a s r u le d  a n  o v e r d o se ,  w h ile  h is  
b o d y  sh o w e d  m a jo r  s ig n s  o f a b u se .

THE ABUSE 

CO NTINUES.. .

Q u e n te n  Th o m a s: Kille d  o n  Ma r ch  9 ,  2 0 18  w h ile  in ca r ce r a te d  a t  Tw in  To w e r s .  
De p u t ie s  a n d  s t a ff n e g le cte d  Q u e n te n ’s  m e d ica l issu e s .  Q u e n te n  d ie d  ju s t  7  d a y s  
a ft e r  b e in g  in ca r ce r a te d .

Jo se p h  Pe r e z : At t a ck e d  a n d  b e a te n  b y  Sh e r iff De p u t ie s .  He  co n t in u e s  to  n o t  
r e ce iv e  a d e q u a te  m e d ica l t r e a tm e n t  w h ile  in ca r ce r a te d .

Ma x w e ll Ag u ir r e : Air  Fo r ce  v e te r a n  d ie d  Se p te m b e r  2 0 2 3  w h ile  a t  Tw in  
To w e r s .  De p u t ie s  fa ile d  to  p e r fo r m  m a n d a to r y  Tit le  15  se cu r ity  ch e ck s .  In s t e a d  o f 
p e r fo r m in g  th e se  se cu r ity  ch e ck s  d e p u t ie s  w e r e  w a tch in g  Yo u Tu b e  v id e o s .



De m a n d s
1. Re -O p e n  Jo h n ’s  Ca se

2 .Se p a r a te  Co u n ty  Co r o n e r  a n d  Sh e r iff De p a r tm e n t

3 .En d  Q u a lifie d  Im m u n ity

4 .Civ ilia n  3 r d  p a r ty  th a t  h a n d le s  in t e r n a l a ffa ir s
5 .De co m m iss io n  d e p u t ie s  in v o lv e d  w ith  d e p u ty  

g a n g s .

6 .Use  AB 8 4 7  to  in v e st ig a te  g a n g  d e p u t ie s  
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