
Five decades of jails litigation and oversight



Jail oversight in LA County, 1956 to present 











Monitoring & 
Reporting

A lot of information, limited 
audience, limited enforcement 

power

● Reports to the court
○ DOJ, Johnson, Rosas, Rutherford
○ Limited to orders in these cases

● Public reporting
○ SBC, OIG, BSCC, Gov mandated 

(in-custody death)

● Public meetings
○ SBC, COC, BSCC
○ Board of Supervisors



Enforcement 
Lack of accountability

● Court orders
● Money judgments
● DA prosecution
● US DOJ prosecution
● LASD disciplinary process
● Sheriff removal



Stay engaged

Sybil Brand Commission: 1st Thursday, https://sbc.lacounty.gov/ + reports

Office of the Inspector General reports

LASD transparency portal

Summary corrective action plans (SCAPs)
Other court reports (DOJ, Rutherford, Johnson, Rosas)
In-custody death

LA County Board of Supervisors: every other Tuesday, https://bos.lacounty.gov/


