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EXPERIENCE & PERSPECTIVE 
● Speaking from Personal, Professional, and Research Experience

○ Credentialed Teacher across three states (CA, FL, NJ)
○ UCLA Researcher before ACLU

Authored several reports with SRO data
○ Represented students/families in STPP
○ Survivor of “School-to-Prison Pipeline”

■ Arrested, Pushed/Dropped out of School



HOW DID WE GET HERE?
● 1948- A security unit designed to patrol newly integrated 

schools was the beginning of LA School Police
● 1975- Only 1% of schools had SROs in 1975
● 2005- 42% of schools have officers
● 2020- 67% of school have officers

MISSION 
DRIFT?



Federal Legislation for ‘Counseling not Criminalization’

www.aclusocal.org/edjustice

aclu.org/report/cops-and-no-counselors



9 STUDIES ON SRD/SRO IMPACT ON STUDENT OUTCOMES

https://www.endzerotolerance.org/sin
gle-post/2019/03/11/Research-on-
the-Impact-of-School-Policing

● CASUALTIES INCREASE WITH SCHOOL POLICE! 
○ Study looked at 133 cases of school shootings and attempted 

school shootings from 1980 to 2019 new study

● There is no conclusive evidence that the presence of school-based law enforcement has a positive 
effect on students’ perceptions of safety in schools. (WestEd, 2018)



Arrests in Schools with Law Enforcement

● Examined state (RIPA) and federal data
● Students across all categories are more likely to be 

arrested in schools with assigned law enforcement

No Police in Schools Report (2021)

aclusocal.org/no-police-in-schools



Baldwin Park Unified (BPU)
CASE STUDY (from report)

● 2010-2017: BPU had no police on staff
● 2016: BPU reported 114 referrals to 

police
● BPU hired 6 officers in 2017
● 2017-18: BPU reported 347 referrals to 

police (3x increase)
● Arrests fell from 70 to 52 in that time. 

○ Suggest that staff were calling 
police for issues that did not 
warrant police intervention & 
should have been handled by staff

● Feb 2021: Board disbanded school 
police department



CALIFORNIA RIPA DATA

● Staff call police for school policy violation, ed code violation, or “reasonable suspicion for violating a crime
● Black and Latine students more likely to be stopped for suspicion of violating a crime
● Black students more likely to receive harsher actions during and after stops

● Districts across 5 counties only arrested SWD
○ Glenn, San Benito, Mariposa, Shasta, Mono 

● Mendocino and Santa Cruz county district only arrested
Latinx students

● Humboldt County districts only arrested Black students
● Almost 30 school districts in California only arrested SWD

○ Including Berkeley Unified, Tracy Joint Unified, 
Alameda Unified 

● 10 school districts only arrested Black students
● This is DISCRIMINATORY





THE CRIMINIALIZATION OF STUDENT MENTAL HEALTH
● UCLA Report confirms LAUSD SROs most commonly called for mental health
● School police should NOT be first to respond to student mental health or suicide 
● Police Responding to mental health = Trauma + Stigma

Example of what NOT 
to do (LAUSD)      ---->



Links, Reports, Resources
● The Right to Remain a Student (2016)

○ aclunc.org/publications/right-remain-student-how-ca-school-policies-fail-protect-and-
serve

● Here to Learn (2018)
○ aclusocal.org/en/here-to-learn

● Cops and No Counselors (2019)
○ aclu.org/report/cops-and-no-counselors

● Our Right to Resources (2020) 
○ Report: aclusocal.org/en/publications/right-to-resources
○ Toolkit: aclusocal.org/en/campaigns/righttoresources

● No Police in Schools (2021)
○ aclusocal.org/no-police-in-schools

● State of Student Wellness (2022)
○ https://aclucalaction.org/wp-

content/uploads/2022/01/2022_State_of_Student_Wellness_Report_.pdf

Even when officers ““Highly trained to work with students”....


