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TO: PATRICK OGAWA
Acting Executive Officer
Board of Supervisors

Attention: Agenda Pre arati

FROM: PATRICK A. WU (~)
Senior Assistant County Counsel
Executive Office

RE: Item for the Board of Supervisors' Agenda
County Claims Board Recommendation
Sebastian Xoss v. County of Los Angeles, et al.
United States District Court Case No. CV 12-01400

Attached is the Agenda entry for the Los Angeles County Claims
Board's recommendation regarding the above-referenced matter. Also attached
are the Case Summary and the Summary Corrective Action Plans to be made
available to the public.

It is requested that this recommendation, the Case Summary, and
the Summaxy Corrective Action Plans be placed on the Board of Supervisors'
agenda.
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Board Agenda

MISCELLANEOUS COMMUNICATIONS

Los Angeles County Claims Board's recommendation: Authorize settlement of
the matter entitled Sebastian Xoss v. County of Los Angeles, et al., United States
District Court Case No. CV 12-01400, in the amount of $800,000 and instruct the
Auditor-Controller to draw warrants to implement this settlement from the
Sheriff s Department's budget in the amount of $20,000, and from the Department
of Children and Family Services' budget in the amount of $780,000.

This lawsuit alleges that the Department of Children and Family Services violated
plaintiffs' civil rights arising from wrongfully detaining plaintiffs' children.
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CASE SUMMARY

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION

CASE NAME Sebastian Xoss v. County of Los Angeles, et al.

CASE NUMBER CV 12-01400

COURT United States District Court

DATE FILED April 6, 2012.

COUNTY DEPARTMENT Children and Family Services and
Sheriffs Department

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT $ 800,000

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF. Robert R. Powell
Law Offices of Robert R. Powell

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY Lauren M. Black
Principal Deputy County Counsel

Clay Averbuck
Monroy, Averbuck & Gysler

NATURE OF CASE Civil Rights, Withholding of Evidence in Court
Wrongful Detention of Children

PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE. $ 212,065

PAID COSTS; TO DATE. $ 11,434

HOA.1114270.1



Case Name: Xoss et al v County of Los Angeles

Summary Gorrect~ve Acton Plan

oJ~~y of ~os,~~c~

r
v ~~

Cf
~~tiFORN~~'

The intent of this form is to assist departments in writing a corrective action plan summary for attachment
to the settlement documents developed far the Board of Supervisors and/or the County of Los Angeles
Claims Board. The summary should be a specific overview of the claims/lawsuits' identified root causes
and corrective actions (status, time frame, .and responsible party}. This summary does not replace the
Corrective Action' Plan form. If there is a question related to confidentiality, please consult
County Counsel

Date of incidendevent: .

February 10, 2011

Briefly provide a description
of the incident/event:

The plaintiffs allege that their children were removed and detained
without permission, a warran# or exigency.

Briefly describe the root causes) of the claim/lawsuit:

The plaintiffs alleged that a warrantless detention occured in the absence of exigent circumstances,
consent or a legally obtained court order.

2. Briefly describe recommended corrective actions:
(Include each corrective action; due date, responsible party, and any disciplinary actions if appropriate)'

The Department continues to ensure that its protocols complement the current state of the law and
assists its workforce in providing appropriate and legally-sufficient child welfare~services.

The Department had relevant policies and procedures in effect at the time of the incident.
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County of Los Angeles
Summary Corrective Action Pian

3. Are the corrective actions addressing department-wide system issues?

O Yes —The corrective actions address department-wide system issues.

X No —The corrective actions are only applicable to the affecked parties.

N2R1B: (Risk Management Coordinator)

Diane Iglesias

S' tune: Date:

_. .. j. _ ,

~NemG': (Department Head)

PHILIP L. BROWNING, Director
Signature: ~,~-~ ~ /~ ~ Oate: !~~~ ~

~~.2~.-~r~{---__.._....-------_~._.. ._~----__._.... _...._._..._.__ ..... ... .....~ .. .....------.._........___.___~. _.__..._._.._---__. ___._.._--_.--------...._1

Chief Executive Office Risk Management Inspector General USE ONLY
i
Are the corrective actions applicable to other departments within the County?

❑ Yes, the corrective actions potent+ally have County-wide applicability.

/~No, the corrective actions are applicable only to this department.

n1E: (Risk Management Inspector General)

~:
__.._...__... ____~.._.... .__; -Date:.__.___. ...__.__._______

f ~/~! z~i
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Case Name:. Sebastian Xoss, et at. v. County of Los Angeles, et al.

~►u~mma~-y Correcti~re ActNan Plan

The intent of this form is to assist departments in waiting a corrective action plan summary for atta
chment

to the settlement documents developed for the Boerd of Supervisors and/or the County of l
.os Angles

Claims Board: The summary should be a specific overview of the claims/lawsuits' itlentified root 
causes

and correckive actions {status, time frame, and resppnsil~le party). This summary does nat replace the

Corrective Action Plan farm. If there is a question related to ca~fidentiality, please consult County 
Counsel.

pate of incident/event: E Thursday, February 1Q, 2011, at approximately 3:OQ p.rri.

Briefly provide a description
of the incidentlevent:

Sebastian Xoss. of al. v. County of Los Angeles, et at.

Sumrrtary Corrective Action Plan Na. 2014-064

On Thursday;: February 10, 2011, at approximately 3:Q0 p.m., a Los

Angeles County deputy sheriff, assigned to the Los Rngeles County

Sheriff's Department`s Special Victims Bureau, accompanied by a

representative from the las Angeles County Department of Children and

Family Services {pCFS},::went to the plaintiFFs residence in response to a

report of child abuse filed with Temple Station.

The deputy sheiiff and the DCFS representatives entered the plaintiff's

residence in furtherance of their investigation. Ultimately, representatives

from DCFS removed the plaintiff's two children from the residence.

Briefly describe the root cause(s~ of the ctaimliawsuit:

The root cause of the lawsuit i"s the plaintiff's allegation that men7bers of the Las Angers County Sheriffs

Department entered his residence and removed his children without a 4varrant.

2. Briefly describe recommended corrective actions:
(Include each corrective action, dete date, responsible party, and any disciplinary actions if approonate)

The l.os Angeles County Sheriffs Department had relevant policies and procedures/protocols in effect

at the fiine of the incident.

The Los Angeles County Sheriffs [department's training curriculum addresses the circumstances which

occurred i~► the incident.

This incident was reviewed by representatives of the Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department 
especial

Victims Bureau,. No .employee misconduct is suspected, and na systemic issues were ident
ified._

Consequently, na persa~►nel-related administrative action was taken, and no corrective action measures

are recommended nor contemplated. Several steps are: however, being taken to proactivel
y address

the issue identified in this case.

Qn November 18, 2014, the Los Angeles County SEieriffs Department re-published Los An~efes 
Countp

i Sheriff's pepartmeni Manua( of Policy and ProcedurES (MPP} sect+on 5-02t045.2Q {
forrnaliy FieEd

Qperations Qirecti~re 98-Q2), Assisting Qepartrnent of Children and Family Services in Ghrld 
Abuse

fr~v~stigations, designed to provide guidance to employees v✓ha accompany pCFS representatives to a

residence or other dwelling.

Document vets+on; 4.0 {January 2013} 
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County of L.as Angeles
5urnmary Corrective Action P(an

On ar before June 30, 2015, the Los Angeles County Sheriffs pepartment's Risk Management Bureau
wil! publish a Fieid Operations Support Services Newsletter designed to educate members of the
necessity to obtain a warrant where insufficient exigency exists for warrantless Eaw enforcement action.

3. Are the corrective actions addressing department-wide system issues?

~ Yes -The corrective actions address department wEde system issues.

❑ No -The co~reckive actions are only applicable tp the affected parties.

tos Angeles County Sheriffs Department
;r

NatT}2: (Risk Management Coordinator)

Scott ~. Johnson, Captain _ _.. . .

Risk Management Bureau

Signature: ~~'-'r,~r ~ L7ate:

' -r~

....:.
NBtTtE: (Department Head} .. , ,~ . ,. ~ 

.~_.. . _..,.._- .. ,

. Earl M. Shields, Chief
' Professions[ Standards Division

Signature: ;Date: .

r ~ ~
.. _.... _:._._ _._ ... _ .._._...:._ ....~ ._ .._~... __.._..._ . _..._. _~.. _ ..y.. __ .
C~-iiief Eze~utEve QNice Risk Nlanage~ri~nttnsp~~tvr G~'nera~ t3SE gC~LY ,:

Ark the carr~:cti~e act'iaris ~a~plicabfe: tci oft efi~d~pa~t~i~ti~s~:`valih~n Ott e:.~ci~nty7

Q Ye"s, the egr~eetlaz~~aebans ~~oEe~ti~l~y;;~a~re Coit~if~-~wid~~a~piic~tiitify:

N~cY: tt5e ciiiTectiv~ aetions~:~c~ ~fp}~If~b!'~.onl}~,'ta: Nils'd~pa~#r'~e~~
~.

t lV3I't't~: (Risk Management Inspector Genera!)
i

t
i

f es~1 ~S ~-'
~ Si nature: :Date;

Fi l~ 2a Z~~y
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