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The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street
Los Angeles, California 90012

RE: GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENT NUMBER 2009-00006-(5)
SANTA CLARITA VALLEY AREA PLAN UPDATE
FIFTH SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICT/THREE-VOTE MATTER

Dear Supervisors:-

Your Board previously conducted aduly-noticed public hearing
regarding the above-referenced general plan amendment to: (1) repeal and
replace the current Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan ("Area Plan"), a
component of the Los Angeles County General Plan; and (2) modify the
General Plan with respect to hillside management areas. The proposed
general plan amendment was heard concurrently with Zone Change
No. 2009-00009-(5), which proposes to amend Title 22 of the Los Angeles
County Code ("Zoning Code") regarding hillside management areas and to
rezone properties in several zoned districts within the Area Plan to ensure
the zoning is consistent with the new Area Plan.

At the conclusion of the public hearing, you indicated an intent to
approve the general plan amendment, with certain modifications, and
instructed us to prepare the appropriate resolution for approval. As a result
of the these modifications, an Addendum to your Board's previously certified
environmental impact report has also been prepared for your Board's
adoption.

Enclosed is the appropriate resolution for your consideration, which
provides for the adoption of the general plan amendment and the Addendum.
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The related amendments to the Zoning Code are being submitted
separately. .

Very truly yours,

JOHN F. KRATTLI
County Counsel

c

ELAINE M. LEMKE
Principal Deputy County Counsel
Property Division
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A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
OF THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
RELATING TO THE ADOPTION OF

GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENT NUMBER 2009-00006-(5)

WHEREAS, pursuant to Article 6 of Chapter 3 of Division 1 of Title 7 of the
Government Code of the State of California (commencing with section 65350), the
County of Los Angeles ("County") is authorized to adopt amendments to its General
Plan and elements thereof; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Article 1 of Chapter 4 of Division 1 of Title 7 of the
Government Code of the State of California (commencing with section 65800), the
County is authorized to adopt amendments to the County Zoning Ordinance; and

WHEREAS, on February 16, 1984, the County adopted the Santa Clarita Valley
Area Plan ("Area Plan"),apart of the County's General Plan ("General Plan"); and

WHEREAS, the County Regional Planning Commission ("Commission") held a
duly-noticed public hearing on October 5, 2009, November 23, 2009, February 24,
2010, September 29, 2010, December 8, 2010, March 23, 2011, May 25, 2011, ,and
September 28, 201..1 to consider: (1) General Plan Amendment No. 2009-00006-(5)
("Plan Amendment"), which proposes the repeal of the existing Area Plan and adoption
of an updated Area Plan, and the amendment of the General-Plan related to hillside
management areas; and (2) Zone Change No. 2009-00009-(5) ("Zone Change"), which
included the proposed rezoning of properties located in zoned districts within the Area
Plan to ensure consistency with the updated Area Plan, and the amendment to the
County Zoning Ordinance regarding hillside management areas; and

WHEREAS, the Commission recommended approval of the Plan Amendment
and Zone Change to the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors ("Board"); and

WHEREAS, the Board held aduly-noticed public hearing on February 28, 2012,
to consider the Plan Amendment and Zone Change; and

WHEREAS, the Board finds as follows:

1. The Area Plan guides development and conservation within the unincorporated
communities of the Santa Clarita Valley ("Valley").

2. After the initial adoption of the Area Plan in 1984, a comprehensive update to the
Area Plan was adopted by the Board on December 6, 1990, and the Board
adopted several subsequent amendments.

3. The current Area Plan has a horizon year of 2010 and must therefore be updated
with revised demographic information, maps, goals, objectives, and policies that
reflect current conditions, projected growth, and desired outcomes.
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4. The City of Santa Clarita ("City") was incorporated on December 15, 1987. The
City's first General Plan ("City General Plan") was adopted by the. City Council on
June 26, 1991. The City General Plan guides development and conservation
within the City's jurisdiction, which is surrounded by the unincorporated
communities of the Valley.

5. In 2000, the County and the City initiated One Valley One Vision ("OVOV"), a
cooperative planning effort to update the County's Area Plan and the City
General Plan with compatible goals, objectives, and policies that would provide
cohesive guidance for development and conservation within the entire Valley.

6. The OVOV effort acknowledged the common needs and desires of Valley
residents, regardless of whether they lived in the City or in an unincorporated
community or area.

7. In January, April, May, and October 2001, the County and the City conducted
extensive outreach on OVOV with interested stakeholders, including residents,
town councils from various unincorporated communities, business owners, real
estate developers, and school districts related to OVOV.

8. The "Vision and Guiding Principles" set forth in the Introduction to the proposed
updated Area Plan, which were developed, in part, through community input, are
the foundation of the updated Area Plan and the City's updated General Plan.

9. In February 2004, the County and the City released Technical Background
Reports which provided a snapshot of the population, jobs, housing,
infrastructure, community services, health and safety, and environmental
conditions within the- OVOV area and then subsequently began preparing the
updated Area Plan and the City's updated General Plan in light of these reports.

10. In May 2007, a poster plan was released by the County and the City, which
depicted a land use concept plan for OVOV, documented the progress of the
OVOV effort, and identified future tasks for completion of OVOV.

11. As the OVOV effort proceeded, in .May 2007, the County and the City again
conducted outreach meetings with interested stakeholders regarding OVOV.

12. In October 2008, the County released its Preliminary Draft Area Plan and the City
released its Preliminary Draft General Plan. The County also launched OVOV-
NET, an interactive geographic information system mapping tool that the public
could access on the Internet for OVOV-related information.

13. As the OVOV effort proceeded, in November 2008, the County and the City
again conducted outreach meetings with interested stakeholders regarding
OVOV.

14. In conducting its preliminary environmental review for the Plan Amendment and
Zone Change, staff of the County Department of Regional Planning ("Regional
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Planning") determined that a Program Environment Impact Report ("EIR") was
the appropriate environmental document under the California Environmental
Quality Act ("CEQA") for the Plan. Amendment and Zone Change. A Notice of
Preparation ("NOP") for the Program EIR was distributed in July 2008.

15. In 2009, the Draft Program Environmental Impact Report ("DEIR") was prepared
for this project in compliance with CEQA and the County's environmental
reporting procedures and guidelines. Written and verbal comments on the NOP
were addressed in the DEIR.

16. A Notice of Completion for the DEIR was filed with the Registrar-
Recorder/County Clerk and the State Clearinghouse. The initial formal public
review period for the DEIR was from September 4, 2009 to November 2, 2009.
Subsequently, the Commission extended the formal review period for the DEIR
to February 1, 2010.

17. On September 4, 2009, the County released the Draft Area Plan and DEIR for
the project. To facilitate public review, copies of the Draft Area Plan and DEIR
were made available on Regional Planning's website and were provided to
County libraries in Canyon Country, Castaic, Newhall, and Valencia.

18. On October 5, 2009, the Commission held a public hearing regarding the Plan
Amendment (including the Draft Area Plan) and Zone Change, and the DEIR at
the Castaic Sports Complex.

19. .The Commission continued the public hearing to November 23, 2009, then again
to February 24, 2010, hearing testimony in each public hearing session. Over
the course of those three sessions, approximately 50 individuals testified and the
Commission was provided with approximately 100 written comment letters.

20. At the February 24, 2010 Commission public hearing session, Regional Planning
staff reported that the Draft Area Plan and DEIR would be revised and re-
circulated to address various issues and concerns raised in the testimony and
written comments, particularly with respect to the_ CEQA baseline used in the
analysis. The Commission continued the public hearing to September 29, 2010,
at which time it approved Regional Planning's request to again continue the
hearing to allow completion and release of the Revised Draft Environmental
Impact Report ("RDEIR") prior to further public comment, and continued the
public hearing to December 8, 2010.

21. On November 23, 2010, the County released its Revised Draft Area Plan and
RDEIR. To facilitate public review, copies of the Revised Draft Area Plan and
RDEIR were made available on Regional Planning's website and were provided
to County libraries in the communities of Acton/Agua Dulce, Castaic, Newhall,
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and Valencia. The RDEIR was prepared in compliance with CEQA and the
County's environmental reporting procedures. Written and verbal comments on
the NOP were addressed in the RDEIR.

22. A Notice of Completion for the RDEIR was filed with the Registrar-
Recorder/County Clerk and the State Clearinghouse. The formal public review
period for the RDEIR was from November 23, 2010 to January 24, 2011.

23. While substantive changes were only required in, and made to, the Air Quality,
Traffic and Circulation, Global Climate Change, and Water Supply sections of the
DEIR, Regional Planning staff determined, as allowed by CEQA, that the entire
RDEIR would be re-circulated for review and comment.

24. At the December 8, 2010 Commission public hearing session, the Commission
directed Regional Planning staff to prepare the Final Draft Area Plan, the Final
Environmental Impact Report ("FEIR"), and a resolution recommending adoption
of the Final Draft Area Plan by the Board. The Commission continued the public
hearing to March 23, 2011, then again to -May 25, 2011, hearing testimony on
each date. Over the course of those three sessions, 22 people testified and
approximately 130 comment letters were received. At the close of the May 25,
2011 Commission public hearing session, the Commission continued the public
hearing to September 28, 2011.

25. The FEIR was distributed to the State Clearinghouse, individuals and
organizations that submitted comments on the RDEIR, and other interested
parties on September 14, 2011. The FEIR included written responses to the
environmental issues raised in the public testimony and comment letters that
were received during, or after, the RDEIR comment period.

26. On June 14, 2011, the City Council certified its separate final environmental
impact report and adopted the updated City General Plan, which concluded the
City's portion of the OVOV effort.

27. On September 15, 2011, the County released its Final Draft Area Plan and FEIR.
To facilitate public review, copies of the Final Draft Area Plan and FEIR were
made available on Regional Planning's website. In addition, copies of the FEIR
were provided to County libraries in the Acton/Agua Dulce and Castaic
communities, and were provided- to each individual and organization that
previously testified or submitted written comments on the RDEIR.

28. On September 28, 2011, the Commission closed the public hearing for the Plan
Amendment and Zone Change and adopted a resolution recommending to the
Board that the Board approve: (1) the updated Area Plan; (2) revisions to the
General Plan related to hillside management areas; (3) changes to the zoning
designations of parcels within the Bouquet Canyon, Castaic Canyon, Mount
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Gleason, Newhall, Sand Canyon, and Soledad Zoned Districts; and (4) revisions
to the Zoning Ordinance related to hillside management areas. The resolution
also recommended to the Board that it certify the FEIR.

29. At the Board's public hearing on the Plan Amendment and Zone Change,
information was provided by staff of Regional Planning and the County
Department of Public Works ("Public Works"). In addition, 14 individuals
testified, both in favor of and in opposition to the updated Area Plan. A
representative of the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power ("LADWP")
was among the speakers at the hearing and requested that reconsideration be
given to a certain land use designation proposed by staff for a parcel under which
a portion of the LADWP aqueduct is located.

30. At the close of the Board's public hearing, the Baard directed Regional Planning
staff to meet with representatives of LADWP to attempt to resolve the issues
related to the aqueduct raised at the public hearing. Since the hearing,
resolution has been reached on that issue between Regional Planning staff and
LADWP to protect the aqueduct without requiring substantial changes to the
project and which do not change the conclusions in the FEIR.

31. At the close of the Board's public hearing, the Board also directed Regional
Planning staff to accommodate the requests of the town councils for the
unincorporated communities of Castaic and Acton/Agua Dulce, and the Tesoro
del Valle Master Homeowners Association ("HOA") with respect to changing the
land use designations of the Charlie Canyon area and the properties within the
Tesoro del Valle community, and changing the highway designations of Agua
Dulce Canyon Road, Davenport Road, and Escondido Canyon Road to Limited
Secondary Highway. Those changes to the Area Plan were made after the
Board's hearing and did not require changing the conclusions in the FEIR.

32. After the Board's public hearing, an Addendum to the FEIR was prepared
pursuant to CEQA Guidelines section 15164 to address the LADWP aqueduct
issue, and the issues raised by the town councils, the HOA, and the Board at the
public hearing. None of the issues addressed in the Addendum reflected new
significant environmental effects, a substantial increase in previously identified
significant effects, or the requirement for additional mitigation measures than
were otherwise set forth in the FEIR. Accordingly, a subsequent EIR was not
required.

33. The Plan Amendment includes the repeal of the currently adapted Area Plan and
the adoption of the updated Final Area Plan developed through the OVOV effort.

34. The Plan Amendment also includes an amendment to the General Plan to clarify
certain provisions related to hillside management areas, and to allow local plans,
such as the updated Area Plan, to establish the allowable maximum residential
densities in all hillside management areas.
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35. The updated Area Plan includes the following elements, which are compatible
with the corresponding elements in the updated City General Plan: Land Use,
Circulation, Conservation and Open Space, Safety, and Noise.

36. The Zone Change includes modifications to the zoning designations of various
parcels within the Bouquet Canyon, Castaic Canyon, Mount Gleason, Newhall,
Sand Canyon, and Soledad Canyon Zoned Districts to make them consistent
with the land use designations in the updated Area Plan. The Zone Change is
necessary to ensure that zoning is consistent with the updated Area Plan land
use designations, as required by State law.

37. The Zone Change also includes an amendment to the County zoning ordinance
to clarify certain provisions related to hillside management areas, including
revisions to provide that acreage with slopes within a 50 percent or more natural
slope category is not entitled to any density credit within anon-urban hillside
management area. This zoning code ordinance amendment is necessary to
ensure that the County's zoning ordinance is consistent with the proposed Plan
Amendment, as required by State -law.

38. Regional Planning staff conducted an e~ensive zoning consistency analysis for
all unincorporated communities within the Valley. As a result of that zoning
consistency analysis, staff determined that the zoning on various parcels was
inconsistent with minimum lot size requirements of the adopted Agua Dulce,
Castaic Area, and San Francisquito Canyon Community Standards Districts
("CSDs"). Thus, zoning of certain parcels in these CSD areas was inconsistent
both with the proposed Area Plan and with the already adopted CSDs. The Zone
Change makes the zoning on those parcels consistent with the revised Area Plan
and the CSD requirements.

39. The Zone Change. will be in the interest of public health, safety, and general
welfare; is in conformity with good zoning practice; and is compatible with and
supportive of the goals and policies of the General Plan and the updated Area
Plan.

40. The Area Plan was developed to be generally consistent with the General Plan.
The Plan Amendment, however, also amends the General Plan to clarify
provisions related to hillside management areas, and to allow local plans, such
as the Area Plan, to establish the allowable maximum residential densities in all
hillside management areas. These amendments to the General Plan result in the
updated Area Plan being consistent with the General Plan.

41. The Area Plan is consistent with the policies of the General Plan, including but
not limited to General Policies Nos. 9, 12, 13, 14, 17, 22, 23, 24, 49, 64, and 67;
Area-Specific Policy Nos. 63-66 (Santa Clarita Valley).

42. The Board independently reviewed the information contained in the RDEIR and
FEIR.
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43. A mitigation monitoring plan ("MMP") consistent with the conclusions and
recommendations of the FEIR was prepared. Some of the mitigation measures
identified in the MMP are included in the updated Area Plan as goals, objectives,
and policies, and included as action items in the implementation provisions of the
various elements of the updated Area Plan. The MMP identifies the manner in
which compliance with the measures adopted to mitigate or avoid potential
adverse impacts to the environment is ensured. All of the measures identified in
the MMP will be implemented and enforced by the County, primarily by Public
Works and Regional Planning.

44. Implementation of the Plan Amendment and Zone Change will result in
specifically identified significant effects upon the environment. However, except
for significant unavoidable effects related to air quality, global climate change,
agricultural resources, biological resources, water service (outside the Castaic
Lake Water Agency Service Area), and utilities and infrastructure (solid waste),
which cannot be found to be mitigated to less than significant levels, specifically
identified significant effects in the FEIR can be reduced to less than significant
levels with the mitigation measures identified in the FEIR and incorporated into
the MMP.

45. With respect to the adverse effects upon air quality, global climate change,
agricultural resources, biological resources, water service (outside the Castaic
Lake Water Agency Service.Area), and utilities and infrastructure (solid waste),
which cannot be found to be mitigated to less than a level of significance, the
Board determined that the substantial benefits resulting from implementation of
the Plan Amendment and Zone Change outweigh the potential significant
unavoidable effects and are acceptable based upon the overriding considerations
set forth in the CEQA Findings and Statement of Overriding Considerations
submitted to the Board and adopted by the Board at the close of the public
hearing on the project.

46. The CEQA Findings and Statement of Overriding Considerations are
incorporated herein by this reference, as if set forth in full.

47. At the conclusion of its public hearing, the Board certified that the FEIR was
completed in compliance with CEQA and the State and County guidelines related
thereto and reflected the independent judgment of the Board, and certified the
FEIR.

48. The MMP was adequately designed to ensure compliance with the mitigation
measures during implementation of the Plan Amendment and Zone Change,
pursuant to section 21081.6 of the Public Resources Code.

49. The Board certifies that it approved and adopted the MMP for the project at the
conclusion of its public hearing which is incorporated in the FEIR provided to the
Board and adopted by it at the close of the public hearing on the project. The
Board also certifies that it has considered the Addendum for the Project, which
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was completed in compliance with CEQA and the State and County guidelines
related thereto, and that it reflects the independent judgment of the Board.

THEREFORE, THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS:

1. Certifies that the FEIR and Addendum for the project were completed in
compliance with CEQA and the State and County CEQA Guidelines related
thereto; certifies that it independently reviewed and considered the information
contained in the FEIR and Addendum, and that the FEIR and Addendum reflect
the independent judgment and analysis of the Board as to the environmental
consequences of the project; certifies that it certified the FEIR at the conclusion
of its hearing on the project and adopted the CEQA Findings and Statement of
Overriding Considerations, and MMP, finding that pursuant to section 21081.6 of
the California Public Resources Code, the MMP is adequately designed to
ensure compliance with the mitigation measures, finding that the unavoidable
significant effects of the project have been reduced to an acceptable level and
are outweighed by specific health and safety, economic, social, and/or
environmental benefits of the project as stated in the CEQA Findings and
Statement of Overriding Considerations;

2. Adopts the Addendum, which is attached hereto as Attachment 1;

3. Finds that the proposed Plan Amendment is compatible with and supportive of
the goals and policies of the General Plan; and

4. Adopts Plan Amendment No. 2009-00006-(5) which includes: a) the repeal of
the existing Area Plan and the adoption of the updated Area Plan, which is
attached hereto as Attachment 2; and b) an amendment to the General Plan
related to hillside management areas, which is attached hereto as Attachment 3.
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~. PURPOSE OF THE ~ANTACLAR~TA
VALLEY AREA PLAN

The Santa Clarita Valley AreaPlan is a component of the
Los Angeles County General Plan and is intended to provide
focused goals; policies, and :maps. to guide the. regulation
of development within the unincorporated portions of the
Santa Clarity Valley. This updated Santa Clarity Valley Area
Plan replaces in its entirety the Santa Clarity Valley Area
Plan adopted by the Los Angeles County Board of Superv-
sors on February 16, 1984 and subsequently amended on
December 6, 1.990, tvhich'had previously served as the basic
planning tool for the unincorporatedportions of the Santa
Clarity Valley. This Area Plan, as it may be amended from
time totime, isintended toserve as along -term blueprint for
development over the next approximately 20-year planning
period, except where specific policies .address other target
dates as set forth in the plan.

According to the General Plan Guidelines published by
the State of California', an "Area Plan" is a planning tool
that focuses on a particular: region or community within
the overall General Plan area. An Area Plan is adopted
by resolution as an amendment to the General Plan as set
forth in Section 65350 et. seq. of the California Government
Gode. It refines the policies of the General Plan as they
apply to a smaller geographic area and is implemented by
ordinances and other discretionary actions, such as zoning
regulations and Community Standards Districts. The Area
Plan must be internally consistent with the General Plan
of which it is a part. An Area Plan need not address all of
the required elements of the General Plan, when the overall
General Plan satisfies these requirements.

This Santa Clarity Valley Area Plan has been prepared to
ensure consistency with both the County's comprehensive
General Plan and with the City of Santa Clarity's General
Plan. The Area Plan does not include all of the manda-
tory General Plan Elements, such as Housing, because
the County's overall General Plan addresses all these
mandatory issues on a Countywide basis. The Area Plan
contains detailed background, maps, goals and policies
regarding land use and circulation ,planning, and policy-

1 Governor's Office of Planning and Research, Stafe of.California General Plan C,utde~ines, 2003,
p. 7 Z

NTRODUCTION
level discussions: of other issues relating to specific needs
and characteristics of the Santa Clarita Valley such as open
space preservation, .trail planning, hillside. development,
and historic preservation

The 2010 Santa Clarity Valley Area Plan is the culmination
of a unique cooperative effart with the City of Santa Clarity
to work together in creating a unified vision for the Santa
Clarity Valley. The Santa Clarity City Council and Los
Angeles County Board of Supervisors initiated this joint.
planning. effort, called One Valley One Vision, in recogn-
tion of a mutual -need to coordinate land uses and the pace
of development with pravisio~ of adequate infrastructure;
conservation of natural resources, any common objectiives

.:for the Valley. Major goals of the One Valley One Vision
joint planning effort were to achieve greater cooperation
between the County and the City, coordinated planning
for. roadways, infrastructure, and resource management,
and enhanced quality of life for all who live and work in
the Santa Clarity Valley.

The One [/alley One Vision project included public input
during- all stages of the planning process. Community
participation was solicited through surveys, meetings and
workshops, mailings, maintenance of an informational
website, sCakeholder iriferviews, children's and-youth aetiv -
ties, visioning workshops, outreach to Spanish- speaking
residents through meetings and personal contact; place-
ment of door - hangers, bus- shelter advertising, newspaper
advertisements, the Valley Congress, correspondence; study
sessions, and public hearings. An initial. year -long <public
participation process resulted in formulation of commu'-
n tyrecommendations for the'future of the Valley. °These
recommendations were published and ratified by a diverse
collection of community representatives asthe Vision and
Guiding Principles, and are set forth in their entirety in Sec-
tion IX, below. The Guiding Principles also form the basis
for more specific issue -based goals and policies contained
in the various Area Plan elements.

Implementation of the One Valley One Vision policies will
be managed by the County of Los Angeles through adoption
of this Area Plan as a part of its General Plan, and through
use of the goals, policies and maps contained herein to
establish zoning regulations and guide new development
proposals within unincorporated portions of the Santa
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Clarity Valley. Those portions of the planning area within
the incorporated boundaries of the .City of Santa Glarta
will be regulated by adoption of the City's updated General
Plan, which. has also been revised to reflect the common
goals and policies agreed to as part of the One Palley One
Vision effort.

Together, the Santa Clarity Valley Area Plan and the City's
General Plan will clarify and articulate the County's and
City's intentions :with respect to the rights aid expec-
tations, of the general;public, property owners, special
interest groups, prospective,investors, and business inter-
ests..Through these documents, theCountyand the City
inform. -the community of their common goals, policies,
and standards.

01. COMPONENTS 0~ TWA ONE VALLEY ONE
VI51N P~,ANN~N EFFORT

The joint County -city effort to provide for comprehensive
planning of the. Santa:Glarita Valley has resulted in adop-
tion of the following panning documents:

• This Santa,Clarita Valley Area Plan,,adopted by the
Board of Supervisors. on __________ by adoption of
Resolution. No. __~_~____. The Santa Clarity
Valley Area Plan includes the following elements, with
maps, goals and policies specifically targeting the Santa
Clarity Valley:

Land Use
• ,Circulation

Safety
• Conservation and Open Space
• Noise.

• The updated City'of Santa Glarita General Plan, adopted
by the Gty Council on June 14,.2011 by adoption of

;Resolution No. 11-61 and 11-62, The City's .General
Plan includes all elements mandated by State law (Sec-
tion 65300 et. seq: of the California Government C.ode),
with open space and conservation combined into one
element, as follows:

• Land Use
• Circulation

. Housing
• Noise.
• Conservation and Open. Space.
• Safety.

Economic Development

Both. documents became effective on their respective date
of adoption. As required by Statelaw, all subsequent plan-
n ng and development decisions within the, Santa Clarity
Valley planning area shall be determined to be consistent
with these. documents, except as provided herein fox; any
land use: applications pending during the plan preparation
and adoption process. ;

Separate En"vironmentaI Impact Reports were prepared for
the One Valley One Vision'effort, one far the Santa Clarity
Valley Area Plan one for the City's General Plan Update.
The Draft Environmental ImpactReports (DEIRs): were was
prepared in accordance with the requirements: of the.. Cali-
fornia Environmental Quality Act. A DEIR prepared for
the County's Area Plan (SCH #20080711.19) was circulated
for public review on September 4, 2009. A Revised DEIR
(RDEIRj was circulated for public review on November23,
2010. Responses to the comments received on the RDEIR
were prepared and transmitted to responding agencies
on September 14, 2011. The RDEIR was reviewed by the
Regional Planning Commission at a noticed public hearing
on December 8, 2010. Responses to comments and other
relevant documentation were incorporated into the Final
EIR, which was. certified after;a public hearing by the. Board
of Supervisors on February 28,.2012.

IV. PLANNING AREA

L~cat nr~ and Setting
The One Valley One Vision planning effort encompassed
the entire Santa .Clarity Valley, 'generally bounded on the
west by the Ventura County line, on the north by the Los
Padres and Angeles National Forest areas, on the east by the
Angeles National Forest, and on the south by the major rid-
geline separating the Santa Clarity from the San Fernando
Valley. The County's Area Plan includes unincorporated
areas, including the communities of Agua Dulce, Bouquet



Canyon, Castaic, Fair Oaks Ranch, Hasley Canyon, Newhall
Ranch, San Francisquito Canyon, Val Verde; Sunset Pointe,
Southern Oaks, Stevenson Ranch, and Westridge. the
incorporated City of Santa Clarita communities of Can-
yon Country, Newhall, Saugus, and Valencia are included
in the City's General Plan update. The entire planning
area includes over 480 square miles, of which 432 square
miles are in the County unincorporated area (including
235''square miles within the National.Forest boundaries)
and 52 square miles are within the City limits:' The Citys
adopted spHere of influence' includes approximately 29
Square miles which; although still under County jur sdic-
ton, are also addressed in the City's Ueneral Plan: `Table
I -1 below summarizes jurisdictional'areas, and Figure'I =1
shows the planning area boundaries.

Table 1-1:
Jurisdictional Areas in Santa Clarity Valley Planning Area

'~ Total Planning Area X85.40
•One Valley One Vision Flrea 250.21
•United States Forest Service Area 235.19

County of Los Angeles 197.53

City of Santa Clarity (incoipor~~t~'d
'~ boundaries)

57_.68

City's Adopted Sphere oflnfluence* 2948

X'Nofe: The City's Sphere of Influence is included in County area; but
must also be included in the City',sGeneral Plan area boundaries for

planning purposes.

The planning area is located approximately 30-40 miles
northwest of downtown Los Angeles, Existing land use
patterns can be tracedlargely to the influence of geographic
constraints. The Valley is framed by mountain ranges,
including the San Gabriel, Santa Susana,: and Sierra Pelona
ranges. Angeles National Forest land, most of which is
undeveloped and protected, .surrounds much of the plan-
ningarea. The natural topography of the Santa Clara River
and its many tributary canyons, in conjunction with the
National Forest holdings, has focused growth in the Santa
Clarity Valley on the more central, level areas between the
Valley's two major freeways. Most of the development has
occurred adjacent to the Golden State (Interstate 5) and
Antelope Valley' (State Route 14) freeways; concentrating
urbanization within a "V" shaped area formed by these
two major transportation routes.

Ch~pter7:lntrad~etion

The Valley's topography is characterized by rolling terrain,
canyons, creeks; and the Santa Clara River. The river flows
from east to west for almost l00 miles from its headwaters
near Acton to'the Pacific Ocean, through a valley formed
between the Santa Susana Mountains.. That portion of the

-riverwithin the planning area is known as the JpperSanta
Clara River, and has a watershed consisting of approximately
680 square miles.

The Santa Clarity Valley is located °aY the convergence of
several major'transportation and utility facilities. The
Southern Pacific Railroad, the Goldem State and Antelope
Valley'freeways; and -two major aqueducts traverse the
Valley. Oil; natural gas and power lines enter from the
north through the Tejon Pass, cross the Valencia =Newhall
community, and then exit near Newhall Pass.

Goverr~~~te
TheSanta Clarity Valley contains territory under the juris-
diction oftwo political entities. The unincorporated areas
under the jurisdiction of Los Angeles County a're addressed
in'this Area Plan, and the incorporated" area within' the
boundaries of the City of Santa' Glarita is included in the
City's General Plan. Both agencies have revised their Plans
to reflect the goals and policies of the One Valley One Vision
planning process. The City's jurisdiction is located generally
in the central portion of the Valley, and is largely devel-
oped. The unincorporated area generally. surrounds the
City and much of it is either undeveloped or is developed
with lower density residential and rural uses: However,
there are several areas within the County's jurisdiction that
have developed or are in the process of being developed
with urban uses; some of these areas have been developed
through adoption of Specific Plans, as described in Section
V, below.

The County has established various advisory groups and
councils toadvise the Board of Supervisors and staffregard-
ing local planning issues. 'These include the Agua bulce
Town Council; the Castaic Area Town Council; the San
Francisquito Canyon Preservation Association; `the West
Ranch' Town Council (including. West Ridge; Stevenson
Ranch; Southern Oaks; and Sunset Aointe); and the Val
Verde' Civic Association. Althaugli these groups do not
have statutory .authority, they provide valuable ir€put to
decision makers regarding local issues.

5Y_
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The- City of Santa Clarity incorporated: on December 15,
1987. At incorporation „the. City boundaries included 39.78
square miles and. a population of about 130,000.... From 1987
through 2006 tie _City processed 28 annexations, expanding
its: boundaries to include_ territory for which residents or
property owners had petitioned to join the City. The City's
2006 population was 177,400, representing a three percent
annual growth rate since. incorporation (including natural
growth,, in- migration and, annexation)..

The City's;policy on annexation requests has beento wel-
come additional residents who wish to,jpin the City and
to provide neYV.residents with full representation and pity
services. Both the City and the County have taken the
position. that residents. in unincorporated areas .have the
xight and responsibility to determine. the jurisdictional
boundaries that are appropriate for their area.

Hi~~Qrdca~ Oveevi~r~
The earliest evidence: of human occupation in the Upper
Santa Clara River area dates frgm 7,000 to 4,000 years... aga,
and was recovered from two sites near Vasquez;Rocks.
Native Americans ofShoshonean- speaking culture groups
probably began to reach the planning area about 1,500 years
ago. Members of the Tataviam culture group — a Takic-
speaking subgroup of the Shoshonean language;group
—have been in the, Valley since about 1,000 B.C.> and were
described as a distinct linguistic group when they were first
encountered by Pedro;Fages in 1776. The Tataviam dived
primarily,on the upper reaches of the Santa Clara River, east
of Piru Creek and extending from the Antelope Valley to
the San Gabriel Mountains. Archaeological data indicate
that subsistence,patterns and ritual practises were similar
to neighboring Chumash and Gabrielino culture groups;
these,groups were. hunter - gatherers, subsisting on acorns,
yucca, juniper berries,,seeds, and small- ,game. Many of the
place names in the valley, such as Castaic, Piru, and Haslet',
reflect a Tataviam linguistic origin.

In thelate 1770's, Gaspar de Portola claimed the Valley for
Spain and European colonists began to arrive. Around 1779,
the Valley became part of the San Fernando Mission and
was used for cattle grazing. The. mission was,divided into
large ranches when California was added to the Mexican
Republic, and the western portion of,the Santa Clarity
Valley became part of Rancho San Francisco. In 1842 gold

was discovered in Placerita Canyon, initiating California's
first gold. rush; several million dollars Worth of gold was
mined in the valley during thi.s;perio~l.; After the war with
Mexico ended in 1848, the United States - gained controLof
the area. Two years later, California was admitted to, xhe
Union as a state.

Most of the growth in the Santa Clarity Valley after 1850
was fueled by the development of railroads and oil produc-
tion. In 1875, Henry Mayo Newhall purchased Rancho San
Francisco, andxenamed it,Newhall Ranch..Newhall knew
the railroad would transect the area.and sold rights -of -way
and,a;town site to the Southexn Pac}tic Railrgad. In 1$76,
the northerly and southerly rail lines were joined in Canyon
Country at Lang Station.

Also in 1876, California's first oil -producing well began
operation in Pico Canyon and the state',.s first oil refinery
was built in Railroad Canyon.. Besides. railroad and oil
activities, the Valley,was also .discovered ~o be,a good set-
tingfor filmmakers shooting westerns. The Valley's rugged
canyons have been usec~,as a backdrop for many television
shows and feature films.. Several of the Valley's remaining
historical sites are associated with this era.

From the::1960's on, growth in the Santa Clarity Valley was
fueled by the,.need;for affordable housing in proximity tq the

.Los Angeles basin and San Fernando;Valley. Post- war:sub-
urbangrowth pushed its.way north from the, Say Fernando
Valley after the designation and expansion of Interstate., 5
as a fedezal highway. Based.on.sta~istics;from the I?- egart-
ment of Regional Planning, the Santa Glarita Valley grew
by over 45,000 dwelling units from 1960 through 1989, with
Qver 20,000 units constructed during the 1980's. Rapid
residential growth during this period led to a call for local
government and incorporation of the City in 1987. After
incorporation, residential growth continued;within.both
City and: County areas ,and develgpment of commercial
retaiX, o#~ice, and industrial uses increased, particularly
along the Interstate 5 corridor.. According to City and
County estimates, in 2008 there were approximatelyS7,000
dwelling units,. within the: City and 23,000 units.in County
unincorporated areas. An additional 39,500 units have
been approved (6,000 in the City -and 33,500 in the.. County),
and other applications;for new development are pending.
Moreover, planning for areas adjacent to the Santa Glarita
Valley, such as the Tejon Ranch north of Castac and the
growing cities of Lancaster and Palmdale to the north along



State Route 14, are expected to impact transportation and
other infrastructure within the Valley.` -A -major challenge
in future pl'annirig for the Santa:Glarita ValleywilT be man-
aging tie anticipated growth within the north Los"Angeles
County region; in a manner that preserves both quality of
life andthe environment.

The Santa Clarity Valley has been tfie subject of several
previous'planning efforts by the County and the Gify of
Santa` Clarity. ` Following is a brief summary of prior adopted
plans. '

19 4 Sara~ta Clarity V~19ey Ares P~~~
(County of Los Angeles)
The initial Santa Clarita'Valley Area Plan was 'adopted in
1984;'based on` assistance from- the Santa Clarity Valley
Planning Aivsory Corrimittee (a cit'zeris' advisory com-
mitteerepresenting avariety oflocal interests and expertise).
It was designed fo provide decision - makers with a policy
framework to `g`uide `development decisions in the Valley.

Following its adoption by the. Board of Supervisors in 1984,
two significant changes occurred which' aft'ected`the Area
Plan.' The first of these was the incorporation of the City of
Santa Clarity in' 19'87, including the communities bf Newhall,
Valencia; Saugus and por`tions'of'Canyon Country and
Sand Canyon. Second;`growth' inthe Santa Clarity Valley
during the 1980's exceeded initial expectations, requiring
revision- of growth projection's for population, employ-
ment, and housing. To reflect these changes,'the Board of
Supervisors adopted a comprehensive update of the Santa
C1ariYa' Valley Area Flan in 1990.

City o~ Santa Clarifia P6ans
After'its'incorporation'in 1987, the City undertook prepa-
ratiori of its first comprehensive' General "Plan, which was
adopted on June`26,1991 by City CouneYl Resolution 91-98.
Tlie City's firest'General Plan'ncluded the following ele-
ments: Land Use, Housing; Community Desfgri; Economic
Development, Circulation, Human Resources, Public Ser-
eices; Parks andRecreation, Open Space and Conservation,
Air'Quality, Noise, and Safety. Varous'elemenfs were
updated frorri time to time to reflect conditions, require-
merits, and policies:

C~~pt~el:ln~r~duetio~

To implement its General Plan'the City adopted a Unified
Development Code, .containing zoning and subdivision
regulations, which was most recently updated in 2008: In
2001, the'City adopted the Santa Clarita Beautification iVlas-
ter Plan; which contains citywide design guidelines as well ``~~~`
as specific guidelines tailored to maintain community char-
acterwithin Canyon Country; Newhall Saugus; and Valen-
cia. According to the document; "the Beautification Master
Plan addresses concepts for "streetscape desgn,'landscape
enhancement, gateways, and monumentation and signage,
on both a regional and a community scale. ,T1ie Master Plari
strives to maintain the identity of individual communities
while unifying the entire City through'design."

In addition, the City adopted a set of Architectural`Guide-
lines in 2002'for the purpose of giving "clear direction iur
the renovation of existing buildings and construction of
new buildings." These Guidelines were updated in 2009 and
renamed the Community Character and Design Guidelines.
the Guidelines were prepared with the stated intent of
retaining and encouraging architectural variety, promot-
ing quality, and maintaining the scale and appearance of
the City; with `attractive development that preserves and
enhances natural features and provides amenities for enjoy-
rnent ofthe community.

~pe~ific'Plans ~:
Both the County and`tle City have used'tlie Specific Plan
process 'to provide :comprehensive planning for large
residential communities and business -complexes in the
plai~riing area." As described in the State's'General Plan
Guidelines; a Specific Plan is often used to address`the
development requirements for a single project; such as a
planned community.: It may"combine policy statements
with development regulations, and typically emphasizes
development criteria and standards. The text'and diagrams
of a Specific Plan address necessary'infrastrueture and
facilities as well as land uses and open space, including
programs and regulations riecessa'ry to finance infrastruc-
tureand public facilities. Specific Plans may be adopted by
resolution or' ordinance, and they must be consistent with
the General Plan.

Table: I -2 summarizes some of the major specific plans
already`adopted tyithinthe planning area that govern land
use and development for larger development projects:
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Table I -2: Major Adopted Specific Plans in Planning Area
~~
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Since adoption of the previous City and County Plans in the
1990's, the Santa Clarita Valley has evolved from a rural and
suburban bedroom community,nto more of a sustainable
community with commercial centers, balancing the small
town charm,with urban sophistication. Valley,residents
and policy makers have, recognized. the need.for _updated
planning that focuses on the challenges and opportunities
of the coming decades, leading to the One Valley One Vision
planning process.

1 ~ ~ 1 \ '1~0~~~~L
Through tk~e planning and visioning process of the One
Valley One Vision effort, the County and City identified
issues of Valley -wide significance that; it was felt, were best
addressed in a comprehensive and coordinated manner. In
recognition of the anticipated continuation of rapid growth,
the:One Valley One Vision planning effort focused on ways
to manage this growth and addressed the need for mutual
cooperation on the following issues:

1. Phasing of new developmentEwith provision o~.adequate
infrastructure required to serve such r~ew deve~opment>
in a manner that does not adversely impact existing
residents;

2. Planning for adequate sports,, park and recreation
facilities to serve both City and County residents;

3. Coordination on planning and construction of streets,
inGl~}ding ,location,, design, and timing of improve-
ments, in order to increase mobility.and access, and
reduce congestion;

4...Preservation of an open space greenbelt around the
urbanized central portions of the Valley,:in order
to preserve hillside .areas and significant rdgelines,
conserve biological resources and water quality, pro-
vide,opportunities for recreation; .and; make more
efficient use of existing urban infrastructure in the
core areas;

5. Planning for. integrated trail systems, including bike-
ways> walkways, and multi - purpose trails;

6. Planning for a balanced mix of residential and busi-
ness- oriented uses that will increase job creation, pro,-
mote avibrant economy, provide a wide variety of
goods and services to residents, and. ensure adequate
housing opportunities to serve all income levels and
household types;

7.. Preservation and enhancement.of rural, suburban,
and urban lifestyles and community character within
the diverse communities comprising the Santa Clarita
Val~ey>



8. Conservation of significant resources, including his-
toric and cultural sites, riparian and other protected
habitat areas, water quality, and scenic areas;

9. Preservation of public health, safety, and welfare,
througl' identification of riatur`al and environrriental
hazards, including noise, seismic, fire, and airborne
emissions, an'd designation` of land uses in an appro-
priatemanner to mitigate these impacts;

10. Creation of vibrant town centers with access to public
tr'an`sit systems through planning for transit - oriented
development around rail stations;

11. Coordination on enhancing public and community
services such as law enforcement, fire protection,
libraries, and cultural centers;

12. Planning for those intensive uses with potential land
use and environmental impacts wl "icl are needed to
support the Valley's anticipated growth, including land-
fills, aggregate mining and'processng, wastetransfer
and processing facilities, and similar facilities;'

`13. \ Planning'for social infrastructure and services'needed
to ensure`that the -basic need "s `of all "Valley'residents
are met; including emerg"ency'housing, transitional
housing, social care facilities, medical care and related

' services; and`ongoing coordination with school dis-
tricts and colleges arid' ''

14. Growing the economy at a rate commensurate with
res dential' growth, in' order to generate financial
resources needed to support' provision of services to
the public at acceptable levels of service.

i `' ~ ' t - ~

The Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan consists of various ele-
ments, described below. Each element contains. a section
describing the background and issues addressed in the ele-
men`t; aset of`goals, objectives and policies to be achieved
during the planning period, and a list of implementation
measures to ensure compliance with the goals and policies
outlined in the element.

Chap#erl;tn~roductio~

Lai1tIU5~ EI~~I~P~~
The Land Use Element contains a land use map and descrip-
tions of the designations applied to land within the Santa
Clarita Valley to guide the type, intensity, and density of
future uses. The°element also contains goals, policies; and
implementation measures to ensure that new develop-
menf and the use ofland reflect community ggals, enhance'

.quality of life, are supported by adequate services, utilities;
roadways and other infrastructure, ensure public safely
through consideration of hazardous land use conditions;
and conserve daluable resources and amenities with i n
the Valley.

Circula~ia~~ El~~~~~
The Circulation Element contains maps showing major
transportation facilities within the Santa Clarita Valley;
including streets and highways, rail and public transit
routes,.. stations and terminals, .airport facilities, and Snails.
Descriptions of each type of transportation facility are given;
in the element, along with goals, policies, and implementa-
tion measures to "ensure that circulation needs are met in a
timely manner to meet the needs of Valley residents.

Cons~~va~ ion artd Op~c~ Space Elemenfi
The Conservation and<Qpen Space Element'contains maps;
goals, policies;.and implementation measures to ensure
preservation of an open space greenbelt around most por-
tions of the Santa Clarita Vallgy, in addition to preserving:
water quality, Historic and cultural resources,. scenic views;
and providing recreational facilities to enhance the quality
of life for Valley residents. A key component of this element
is preservation of resources within portions of designated'
Significant;Ecological Areas (SEA's) within the bounty
General Plan. More comprehensive Countywide policies
are contained within elements of the County General Plan;.
however, conservation and open space issues specific to
the unincorporated Santa Clarita Valley are addressed in
this Area Plan.

Safety' Eleme~a~
The Safety Element contains maps, goals; policies, and imple-
mentationmeasures to ensure`fhat residents are not exposed
to health risksdue to air pollution, earthquakes, w ldland
fires, or other environmental hazards,' and that' adequate
provisions are made for crime prevention, law enforcement,
and fire protection services: While the County's General

,,~:~~,
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Plan contains a comprehensive Safety Element, this Area
Plan contains specific publicsafety information and policies
to guide development decisions in the Santa Clarita Valley
based upon local conditions,

Na~is~ El~mer~t
The Noise Element contains maps and policies to ensure
that residnets are not exposed to health risks or nuisances
due to noise generated frorr€ freeways and high -volume
rpadways, airports, industiral and recreation uses, spe-
cial events. and other uses emitting loud. sounds. Policies
address sound attenuation measures such aS setbacks, noise
barriers, and buffering to protect the .public health, safety
and welfare. While the County's General Plan contains
a comprefiensive, countywide Noise, Element, the Santa
Clar~ta Valley Ares Plan contains specific noise informa-
tion and policies to guide development decisions in the
unincorporated portions of the Santa Clarity Valley based
upon local conditions.

VI11. HOW TO USE THE SANTA CLARITA
VALLEY AREA PLAN

This Santa Clarity Valley'Area Plan is a component of the
Los Angeles County General Plan. All of its maps, goals,
policies, and implementing actions must be consistent with
the Countywideechapters and elements of the General Pl~ri.
Users should be guided. by the following:

• Should any areas of conflicting interpretation arise,
unless specifically noted, the provisions of the County-
wide General Plan shall prevail.

• No policy, whether in written or diagram form, shall be
given greater weight than any other,policy in evaluat-
ingthe policy intent of this Santa Clarity Valley Area
Plan..

• The Land Use Policy Map is never to be interpreted as a
stand - alone document, but must be interpreted in light
of applicable written policies in the Area Plan. .

• The interpretation of policy should be governed by the
Vision and Guiding Principles of the Santa Clarity Val-
leyArea Plan, as further clarified in the Area Plan.

Density Transfer:, In accordance with the provisions
of the County's General Plan, "a .transfer of .density
within a project is allowed,, regardless of the urban/
non-urban boundary, where supported by geologic
and/or topographic. data, and the change results in
a superior design," subject to consistency findings
with policies of the Santa. Clarita Valley Area Plan.
The Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan does not, however,
permit the creation of urban densities (exceeding one
dwelling unit per acre) within rural areas.

• Staff Consultation: While the Santa Clarity Valley Area
Plan is meant to be a guide for the public in determin-
ing allowable uses of private property, the public is
encouraged.. to consult with members of the County's
planning staff prior to investing in the preparation of
development plans that might later prove to be incon-
sistent with the Santa Clarity Valley Area Plan.

• Non- Conforming Uses: All legally established uses in
existence at tl~e time of adoption, of this Santa Clarity
Valley Area Plan are deemed to be consistent with this
Plan, although Zoning Ordinance provisions regard-
ing Non- Conforming Uses may apply. Existing legal
lets may be developed (following current development
requirements) regardless of lot size. ,

• Completed applications filed prior to the effective date
of this Area Phan shall be allowed, to be reviewed for
consistency,witli the,previously adopted Area Plan.
Projects may be maintained as originally approved
provided the, approval is still valid and has not expired.
Any subsequent changes) of use or intensity shall be
subject to the policies of this Area Plan,

In some instances, this Area p'lan's land use designation
boundaries follow Highways that were proposed at,the time
this Area Plan was prepared, as depicted on tk~e .Highway
Plan in this Area Plan. During the time this Ares Plan is
in effect, it is possible that the alignment of the proposed
Highways will be adjusted pursuant to review and. approval
by the County's Interdepartmental Engineering Committee
(IEC). In those instances, it is the intent of this Axea Plan
to allow adjustments to this Area Plan's land use designa-
tionboundaries to follow the adjusted Highway alignment
withoufi a Plan Amendment.. Such adjustments may. be



made by the reviewing authority (Director, Hearing Offi-
cer; or Regional Planning Commission); provided that the
reviewing authority finds:

• The adjustment is necessitated by ari'adjusted Highway
alignment that was approved by the IEC in a duly
noticed public meeting;` `

• The adjustment maintains the basic relationship
between land use types; and"

• The. adjustment is consistent with the goals and objec -.
t ees of this Area'Plan.

If a Highway, street, or right -of -way is vacated, it is the intent
of this Area Plan to allow the. adjoining Area Plan land use
designation to be extended into the vacated Highway, street,
or other right' of -way without a Plan Amendment.

Iri addition to the direction provided by this Santa Clarita
Valley Area Plan; new development and land use activities
are regulated by many agencies other than the Department
of Regional Planning. Obtaining approval for certain types
of actions may require'proof of the availability of public
services - including water /sewer,. power, police, fire and
schools - as well as fair -share provisions for public- 'parks,
libraries, streets, and other public facilities.

Along with the standard building requirements and zoning
regulations that apply throughout the Counfy; develop-
ment inhillside areas often requires special considerations
and`permits from local,. state, and federal agencies. 'Such
controls are intended fo ensure' compatibility with off -site
resources -such as downstream water qualify - in addition
to regulating the on-site impacts. For example, on-site sew-
age disposal systems, necessary in the more remote'areas
not served by public sewers, may require adherence to the
requirements of several'agencies dye to requirements for
grading, soil conditions' and water quality. These agencies
include the County Departments of Public Works andPub-
1 cHealth, as well as the California Regional Water Quality
Control Board: 'Also, any alteration of a streambed 'will
likely require permits from the California Department of
Fish and Game,'and possibly from the `U. S. Army Corps
of Engineers, in addition to compliance with County'site
design regulations. The applicant for any such applica-
tion is advised to consult all applicable departments and
agencies.

Chap~~r~:lntrod~ct6o~

The' following Vision "and Guiding Principles have been
formulated to serve as the framework' for the preparation
of consistent Plans for the Santa Clarita Valley by the City
of Santa Clarita and County of Los Angeles. They have
been written in consideration'of the extensive public`input
received during the One Valley One Vision process through
surveys, 'stakeholder interviews, children's and youth activi-
Yies, Visioning Workshops, and the Valley Congress. Pre-
vious drafts of the Guiding Principles have been mo~li-
fied to refl "ect the majority opinion and suggestions of the
October 25, 20Q1 Valley'Congress partkipants Additional
changes have been made in language to simplify language
and improve the tech "n cal accuracy of the document.` The
Guiding Principles have"also been included throughout the
Area Plan in the. goals and policies' of each element.

Vision
The Santa Clarita Valley is a wonderful place to live, work,
play, and raise a family.;. The>Valle}~ is a mosaic of unique
villages with growing ethnic diversity, each with individual
identities, surrounded by a greenbelt of forest lands and
natural open spaces. These villages. are unified by the Val-
leyCenter activity core; a beautiful environmental setting
that includes the'skyline and Santa Clara River, a vibrant
growing economy, and a rich history of common social
values. Th`e Valley's network of roads, transit; and trails
links these villages and provides access to a wide offering of
quality education, cultural, recreation, and social services
and facilities.

Life in the Santa Clarity Valley will'continue to tie exciting,
enjoyable, and rewarding through a broad range of housing
types, an increase in quality jobs in close proximity to all
neighborhoods; and transit - oriented villages complemented
liy excellent schools, attractive perks and other recreational
amenities, expanded trail networks, and preserved natural
resource areas. As the Valley moves forward, it is crucial
that sound and sustainable planning principles shape new
villages and enhance established neighborhoods. Imple-
menting policies to increase mobility and accessibility,
manage traffic congestion, improve air quality, and con-
servewater and energy resources throughout the Valley is
essential'to maintain the overall high quality of life.

io
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Guiding Princip6es
Development in the Santa Clarita Valley shall be consistent
with these guiding principles as agreed upon by the City
of Santa Clarita aid the County of Los Angeles.; The prin-
cipleswill be carried out with the; application of common
standards for land use:..development, infrastructure and
resource management, as appropriate or applicable. The
principles implement the vision for thg Santa Clarita Valley,
which is. intended to sustain and enhance environmental
resources, econoanic vitality, and the social well being of
its residents.

Management of Grpwth ._
1. Growth in the Santa Clarita Valley shall account for

the visions and objectives for each community and
must. be .consistent with ,principles,,as subsequently
defied in this document, ;for the protection,of the
Valley's significant environmental resources. It must
also be teased Qn the., availability ~f or ability to provide
adequate infrastructure, schools, and public services,
and must be,carefully planned to benefit the com-
munity's economy, lifestyles and needs.

2. Growth shall occur..within and on the periphery of
previously developed areas, rather than as "leapfrog"
development oX in areas of critical environmental habi-
t~t or, naturzl; hazards, and ta~Cing into consideration
accessibility to infrastructure anc~ public services.

3. Development shall beprioritized in areas for infill and
redevelopment sites within currently developed areas
consistent,with community character objectives and
those for which the City and County have approved
entitlements.. Commitments, for, new development
outside of these areas shall be made in accordance with
the other pr n~iples.defined ire this: document.

4. Higher density development, including multi. -family
housing and mixed use projects that integrate fious-
ing with conmercial,uses, shall be targeted in areas
adjacent to existing and planned transit corridors,
stations and key activity centers, such as,the Valencia
Town. Center. and portions of Newhall and Soledad
Canyon Road.

Environmental Resources
5. 'the natural buffer area surrounding the. entire Valley,

which includes the Angeles National Forest, Santa
Susanna,. San Gabriel, Sierra Pelona, and Del Sur
mountains, shall be preserved as a regional recreational,
ecological, and aesthetic resource.

6. 'the Santa Clara River corridor and its major tributar-
ies. shall be preserved a~ open space to accommodate
storm water flows and protect critical plant and animal
species.

a. Uses and improvements within the cor-
ridor shall be limited to those that benefit
the community's use of the river in its natural
state..

b. De~elopm,~nt on properties adjacent xo, but
outside of the defined pririnary river corridor,
shall~be:

located and designed to protect the river's water
quality, plants, and animal habitats, controlling
the type and density of uses, drainage runoff
(water. treatment), and other relevant elements;
and

• designed ~o maximize the fullrange of river ame-
nities, including views. and recreational .access;
while minimizing adverse impacts to the river.

7. The Santa Clarity Valley's prominent ridgelines. shall
be preserved and hillside development shall be limited
to protect their valuable aesthetic and visual qualities
intrinsic to the Valley landscape.

8. Development shall be located and designed to mini-
mize xheimpact onthe Valley topography, emphasizing
the use of_grading techniques for development pads
that mimic the natural topography in lieu of repetitive
flat, pads to the extent feasible and consistent with a
community's,open space objectives.

9, Development shall be located and designed to pro-
tect oak, sycamore, and other significant indigenous
woodlands.



10. Biological resources in the designated Significant Eco-
logical Areas (SEAS) shall`be protected through the
siting and design of development to account for and
be~highly ccsrripatible with the SEAresources. Specific

" development standards sliall6e'identified'to control
the types of land use; density, building location and
size, roadways and other infrastructure, landscape,
drainage; and other elemenfs to assure the'protection
of'the critical and ̀ important plant and animal`habi-
tats of each' SEA. In general, the principle shall be to
minimize the intrusion and impacts of development
in these,areas with sufficient setbacks, or buffers, to
adequately protect the resources. ``'

11. New developmenYshall be designed'to improve energy
efficiency, reducing energy and natural`resource con-
sumption by such techniques as theuse of solar gen-
erators, recycling of treated wastewater; capture of
storm runoff on-site, anduse of`recycle~ materials in
building construction, native and drought- tolerant
landscape, and. energy and water efficient appliances
and'systems.

Land Uses ~ , ;

12: The Santa Clarita Valley shall contain a diversity of
land uses that support the needs of current and future
residents including housing, :schools, libraries, parks,
retail, business and'indusfry, civic institutions, medi-
cal and social services, cultural, entertainment, open
spaces, and`comparable uses.

13. Tlie'type and density of Jand uses' in the Santa Clarita
Valley shall' be varied to reflect the special' character-

stics; life styles, and opportunities that differentiate
its communities:' A choice of urban, suburban, and
rural environments will be provided.

14. Valley communities shall contain a rn x of uses that
support the basic needs of residents —places to live,
shop, recreate, meet, socialize; `and. enjoy the envi-
ronmenfal "setting'- that' are appropriate and con-
sistent with their community character: `Regionally
oriented uses that serve residents of the entire Valley
or export goods and services maybe concentrated in
keybusiriess centers rather than unifarmlydspersed
throughout the Valley communities.

th~ptee1:ln #rod~ition

15. Development in the Valley shall be guided by a corn-
mon set of land use desgnatioxs and'standards for
comparable'usesincomparaMe locations:'' These start-
Bards, however; may be varied to'reflect the unique
int'entions'for "the quality and character of the distinct
communities that comprise the Valley.

ResidentiaC Neighborhoods
16: The Valley shall 'contain a mix of housing types that

meet the diverse needs of residents, and offer choices for
the Valley's population and lifestyles (e.g. ages, educa-
tion, income, etc.) that are appropriate and consistent
with their community character. This shall ineludC a
co~bination of single- andmulti- familq; owner occu-
pied and` rental units within each community, and
mixed- use'(i.e., integrated housing with commercial
or office uses) developYnent iri key activity centers.

17. The Valley is committed to providing affordable
work force housing to meet the needs of °individuals
employed'n the Santa Clarifa Valley.

18. Multi - family hoasing developments shall contain ade-
quate recreational grid open space amenities on-site
and be designed to ensure a high qualtyliving'envi-
ronment. Their architectural treatment and building
massing shall complement the characteristics of sur-
rounding single= family residential neighborhoods.

19: Neighborhood scale developrrient shall be encouraged
by promoting mixed density of housing units consis-
tentwith community character objectives and limiting
the` number and acreage ofmulti -family units that can
be developed in any single location.

20. Housing developments located in the more urbanized
communities of the Valley shall be designed to create
a sense of neighborhood by:

promoting walkabilty and' containing places
that'serve as'centers o£activty and identity (e.g.
schools, multi= purpose facilities, parks, conve-
nience services, neighborhood commercial cen-
ters, etc.);

• containing a mix of housing types, densities, and
parcel sizes, avoiding large areas and an over-
concentration of homogeneous density units;

12
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minimizing the dependence on, prominence, and
area dedicated to the automobile;

street categories. These standards shall consider objec-
tives for the character of the Valley's communities,
consistent with public health and safety.

featuring architectural design treatments along
all frontages of new housing to promote continu- 2
ity of architectural scale and rhythm and avoid

"blank walls "; and

including pedestrian linkages, landscaped park-
waysand green corridors, and separated trails (e.g.
pedestrian, bicycle or equestrian) where appropri-
ate and feasible.

Vital Economy
21. Commercial and retail uses will be expanded and new

centers developed to meet the needs of the Valley's
residents, as supportable by the market, minimize
the need to travel outside of the Valley, complement
(and not adversely. compete with) existing uses, and
contribute to a balanced Valley economy.

22. New "clean" industries and businesses that provide
job opportunities for local residents and enhance the
economy shall be encouraged within and adjacent
to existing and planned business centers /parks, and
adjacent to transportation corridors.

23. Older commercial areas and corridors that are eco-
nomically and/or physically obsolete or deteriorated,
such as portions of Castaic, Val Verde, Newhall, Lyons
Avenue, Sierra Highway, San Fernando Road, and Sole-
dadCanyon Road, shall be redeveloped for commercial,
mixed use, residential or other appropriate uses that
complement and serve adjoining land uses and can be
adequately supported by the market. Where appropri -.
ate> redeveloped uses and buildings shall reflect the
area's important architectural and cultural history.

6. A continuous bikeway network shall provide circula-
tion within each community, connect the various
Santa Clarita Valley communities, and provide access
to surrounding open spaces.

27. An integrated transit system shall serve -the Valley
(raxl> bus, shuttle, other), offering„ convenient alterna-
tives to the automobile, minimizing congestion and
providing access to regional transportation systems,
such as Metroli~k.

Infrastructure
28. The location and timing of development shall be coor-

dinated with the. provision of. adequate water, waste-
watertreatment, storm drainage, telecommunications,
energy, roads and other infrastructure.

29. Public infrastructure shall be improved, maintained
and expanded as needed to meet the needs of projected
population and employment growth and contribute
to the Valley's quality of Iife.

30. Common standards for providing utility infrastructure
(e.g. flood control channels, energy transmission, and
telecommunications) shall be developed and applied
throughout the Valley, in consideration of the character
of each community.

Schoolsand Public Services
31. The City and County shall work in partnership with

the Santa Clarita Valley school districts and the State
of California to ensure the development of adequate
facilities and programs to serve the needs and achieve
a high level of academic excellence for local students.

Mobility
24. A unified and well- maintained network of highways, 32

streets, truck routes, bikeways, and pedestrian paths
will provide access among Valley communities and to
regional centers outside of the Valley.

25. Santa Clarita Valley's streets and highways shall be
developed and rnaintainedaccording tocommon stan-
dards for right -of -way, paving and other improvements,
landscape, signage, lighting, and curb cuts for "like"
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While the City and County do not have direct author-
ityover the development of public schools, they shall
continue to coordinate with the school districts on
issues of mutual interest such as transportation ser-
vices, shared facilities, and long -range planning for
Valley schools.



33. Public 'services (e.g. police; fire, health care, youth,
seniors, homeless, etc.) shall be expanded to support
community needs and population growtfi.

Recreation
34. The City and` Eounty shall recognize that trails are

an important recreational asset that, when integrated
with transportation systems, contribute to mobility
throughout the Santa Clarita Valley.

35. A continuous and unified hiking and equestrian trail
network for a variety of users and developed according
to common standards shall connect and unify Santa
Clarita Valley communities and be interconnected
with the regional. and statewide system- (e.g., Pacific
Crest Trail).

36. New parklands will be deaeloped throughout the Santa
Clarita Valley, with priority on locations that are riot
now adequately served. These sha11encompass adiver-
sity of park types and functions, including passive and
active areas; in consideration of the'recreational needs
of the'residents to be served.

a. Common park standards shall be developed
and applied throughout the Valley, consistent
with'community character objectives.

b. A range of parkland types, sizes and uses shall
be provided fo accommodate recreational and
leisure activities.

Chapi~r 1: 9ntr~d~ction
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i. PURPOSE ~ INTENT
State law requires that the Area Plan include a Land Use
Element that designatesland far housing, business, industry,
and open space, as well as other uses deemed appropri-
ate by the agency (Government Code Sections 65302 -03).
Although all the Area Plan elemerns are needed to compre-
hensively address multiple planning issues, the Land Use
Element is generally considered to be the most representa-
tive of and essential to the Area Plan, because it guides and
directs the physical development of the community. This
element constitutes the required Land Use Element for
the City's General Plan; in addition, it forms the land use
component of the Area Plan adopted for the Santa Clarita
Valley by the County of Los Angeles.

The Land Use Element is the City's and County's long -term
blueprint for development of property to meet the Santa
Clarita Valley's future needs for new housing retail, office,
industrial, parks, open space, and other uses: The Element
contains a Land Use Map and goals, policies and programs
designed to address the development issues facing the com-
munity through a variety of land use planning strategies,
along with the type, intensity, quality, and location of future
uses within the planning area. Issues identified within each
of the other Area Plan elements have been integrated into
this elennent, to the extent that they affect land use planning.
The element also serves as a statement of the standards and '"

'targets for residential population density''an~ building
intensity. 'Ihe Land Use Element is the broadest of the ele-
ments in its scope, and forms the basis for implementing
sound land use policies.

The Land Use Element addresses existing development
patterns in the Santa Clarita Valley planning area and
establishes a framework for focusing future growth in a
logical and orderly manner. All ofthe principles of com-
munityand land use planning`are applied to the. preparation
and adoption of a comprehensive, long- terrn7and use plan
for the physical development of the Valley. 'Che process of
developing the land use plan involves analysis of existing '°
land use patterns and projected growth; current and future
availability of public service's and facilities; availability of
water and other needed resources; the need to protect sensi-
tive habitats and natural resources; protection of existing
and future residents from natural and man-made hazards;

AND SE CEMENT
analysis of social and economic conditions and needs; and
consideration of the constraints and opportunities inherent
in the physical environment. Based on this analysis, the
element establishes the distribution of land uses by type and
intensity. In addition, the element addresses the Valley's
development. pattern as an integrated network of villages,
each with its own community character. Equally important
in the Land Use dement is the goal to provide all residents
with awell- rounded and healthy lifestyle including a variety
of jobs, housing, goods, and services to meet the diverse
needs of the Valley's growing population.

Specifically, the Land Use Element` serves the following
purposes:

1. The Land Use Element informs the public of the City's
and Countys land use goals, objectives; and policies
for long -term development, and outlines programs
designed to implement the stated- goals.

2. ~ The Element serves as a guide for the day-to -day oper-
ational decisions of staff and decision makers with
respect to development matters. It sets forth policies on
which to base recommendations and decisions regard-
ingland use issues, and provides a basis for informing
citizens and developers about the City's and County's
policies on growth and development.

3. The Element establishes land. use classifications for
property within the planning area and sets forth stan-
dards of density and intensity for each classification,
as well as projections of future population growth and
its spatial distribution.

4. The Element addresses issues identified'in other Area
Plan elements that affect land uses and development
patterns, including circulation systems, infrastructure
availability, housing needs, economic development
goals, resource conservation, open space preservation,
and public safety.

5. As aState- mandated element >' it fulfills one of the
requirements of California Government Code Sec-
tion 65000 eY. seq. for preparation of adequate Area
Plan documents.
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State law requires that each element.. within. an Area Plan
be consistent with all the other elements of the Plan. This
section describes how the Land Use Element has been pre-
pared to maintain .:consistency with each of the other Plan
elements adopted by both the City and the County.

CireuBatiora Element
Closely related to the Land Use Element is the Circulation

..,Element, which is directly affected by and has a constraining
effect upon the viability of the land use plan., The Circula-
tion Element,contains amap showing major transportation
facilities.withn the Santa Clarita Valley, including major
streets (highways), rail and public transit routes, stations
and terminals, and airport facilities. A logical correspon-
dencebetween land use and circulation is essential for an
effective plan.

This Land Use Element was evaluated in conjunction with
the system of streets and highways,set forth in the Circula-
tion Element, through use of a computerized traffic model
analysis. The objective of the traffic model analysis was to
ensure that streets and highways are designed to convey
vehicles through the ,planning area at .acceptable service
levels, when the:land uses shown in the, Land Use Element
are developed.

In addition, the map and policies of the Land Use Element
were designedxo encourage: reduction of vehicle trips and
use of other kransportation modes, including public transit,
cycling, and walking. This goal is promoted through inclu-
sion of mixed -use districts, which allow supportive services
to be located in proximity to residential neighborhoods;
inclusion of, a mastgr plan for trails into the Circulation. This Land Use. Element is consistent with.the Housing Ele-
Element; and designation of higher residential densities in ments prepared for both the City and the County because
areas served by.,publc transit. the location and density ranges shown for residential land

.:use districts on the Land Use Map have been. designated
inconsideration of the housing needs:. projected for. all eco-
noznicand demographic segments of the Valley's residents,

,including households with: special needs and those with
incomes of less than the County median. Adequate sites
for attached and multi -family housing have been identified
to ensure that the need for affordable housing has been met
in the Santa Clarita Valley. Further, the number of dwelling
units that can be built in the planning area based on the

development and creation of housing within the Santa
Clarita Valley, without exacerbating traffic congestion to
unacceptable service levels, is to plan for alternatives. to use
of the single- occupant vehicle and single- purpose vehicle
trips. This cap be done in a number of ways, some of which
are described in the. Circulation Element.. With respect to
the Land Use Elexnent> emphasis has been placed on allow-
ingmixed uses i~ order to allow residents to reach services
in ways that, are not exclusively automobile- dependent.
Limited commercial. service centers will be allowed within
residential neighborhoods, and. will be accessible by walking,
bicycling, and bus transit. Multiple family residential uses
will;beallowed in regional and community commercial
areas: More residences will be allowed within walking
distance to rail transit stations to facilikate rail commuting
to employment outside of the Santa Clarita Valley., Mixed
residential densities will be allowed, to;permit housing alter-
natives at all income levels and age preferencesin proximity
to transit jobs, and services. Through design of the Land

.Use, Map in consideration of circulation patterns and needs,
this Area Plan will result in projected traffic impacts that

.are less significant than the. previous Area Plan, which was
largely based on the. separation of land uses.

F~ousing Elem~r~t
The separate Housing Elements prepared for the City and
the County each contain policies and programs to ensure

.that. adequate housing is provided to meet the needs of
.all Valley residents. These elements address the need for
affordable k~ousing, housing for people with special needs,
constraints to providing affordable housing, the agency's
progress in meeting its housing goal, quantified objec-
tivesfor provision of housing,. a survey of adequate sites for
housing, a resource inventory, and identification,of at -risk
affordable units and methods of preservation.

The relationship .between the Land. Use and Circulation
Elements cannot be over - emphasized. Traffic .conditions
and congestion are a direct result of the land uses that are
approved and constructed in the planning area. When land
use types are separated to an extent that residents are forced
to take multiple_vehicle trips to obtain.services and reach
.employment centers, the number of vehicles.. on roadways
will increase, The only way to allow continued,economic
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land use plan will ensure that the regional housing needs
allocated to the Santa Clarita Valley by the Southern' Cali-
fornia Association of Governments (SCAG) will be met.

C~r~s~rvation~ °and Open Sp~c~ Element
The Conservation and Open Space Element contains maps
and policies to ens~ire preservatioxrofan open'space green-

-belt around large portions of the Sarita Clarita Valley, in
addition to preserving water quality, historic and'cultural
resources, scenic views, and providing recreational facilities
to enhance the quality of life for Valley re"siderits:

The Land `Use Element was designed to ensure that- irre-
placeable natural resources and openspacesarepreserved

` and protected'from encroachment by future development.
The Land Use`Map designates a "greenbelt" of undeveloped
land'within and adjacent to the' foothills sur- rounding the
Santa Clarity Valley, with areas designated for rural devel-
opmentlocated between urban and suburban densities and
the foothills: `In addition, the Land Use Map was designed
to protect Sgnificant`Ecologcal Areas and the riparian
areas' adjacenfito the Santa Clara River aril its tributaries,
as well as ensuring provision of adequate open space for
recreational purposes, water conservation and quality, and
habitat preservation.

N~is~`~I~m~r~t ,
The Noise Element `contains 'maps and policies to' ensure

` that residents -are not`exposed to health risks or nuisances
due to`noise'generated from'freeways and'high'- volume
roadways, airports; industrial and recreational uses,`special
events, and other uses emitting loud sounds. Policies in
the Noise Element address so~ind attenuation measures

'' to protect the' public health; safety; and welfare, .such as
setbacks, noise barriers, and buffering.

The Land Use Element is consistenYwith the`map and poli-
ties ofthe Noise Elein'ent through its requirements for buffer
areas between "sensitive receptor" uses and'noise sources.
Sensitive receptors include residences, schools, hospitals,
preschools, end other uses for which intrusive noise is
considered `annoying and%or unsafe. Policies have also
been included' in theZand`Use Element to ensure noise
attenuation to safe levels within individual developmentprojects...;

thap~er 2:tand Use ~ler~es~t

Safe$y Event @n$
The Safety Element contains maps and policies to ensure
that residents are not exposed to health risks due to air pol-
lution,earthquakes, wildlandfires, or other environmental
hazards, and that adequate provisions are made for crime
prevention, law enforcement, and fire protection services.

The Land Use"Element is consistent with the`Safety Element.
because land uses were designated in consideration of the
locations of hazard areas, including known earthquake
fault zones, areas subject to flooding or wild fires, unstable
soils,'and other environmental hazards. Iri addition, the

`' Land Use Element'includes policies to ensure that'new
development plans in the Gity and County are evaluated
for conformance with accepted crime prevention measures,
and that adequate law enforcement and fire protection ser-

` vices'are provided to ensure the safety of City and County
residents.

lily LAND U5E CATEGORIES

When developing a Land Use Element and Land Use-Map,
certain terms` are typically used to desc~'ibe existing and
planned land use types. Since these land use categories are
referred to' often throughout the text of this' element, the
following general descriptions are infended`to clarify what
is meant by the'terms residential, commercial, industrial,
and so forth. It should be noted that the follc5wing terms
are general in nature and list uses typically found in most
urban`areas. The general land use terms listed below should
not be'interpreted as a description of permitted uses in this
Plan; a'general description of permitted uses in this Plan is
contained nSection XII of this Element.

Residential
The residential category includes dwelling units developed at
various densities and with varying housingtypes, including
single -family detached, single- family attached, multiple-
family, mobile home parks, and senior .housing. Special
residential uses include live -work units and group'living

'facilities.

Commercial
-The commercial category includes retail and offices provid-
ing`goodsand services'tothe general`public, and wholesale
and service uses provided to businesses. 'Commercial uses
also include food services, personal services, automobile

is
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services, entertainment and hospitality services, daycare
services, and regional commercial uses such as big box
retailers and auto mills.

Mixed Use
The mixed -use category generally includes commercial
retail, office, and service uses intermingled with. higher
density residential uses, within, a master- planned complex

(consisting of one or more buildings) designed to ensure
that residents are not adversely impacted, by commercial
,operations or traffic, and that businesses benefit from the
proximity of customers living nearby. The intended benefits
of mixed -use development include a reductign in vehicle
trips by residents to shopping areas, and the proximity of

..residents to employment- generating uses.

Industrial
The industrial category includes heavy manufacturing, less
intensive industrial uses that are typically located. in busi-
ness parks, and research and development complexes.'Light
industrial activities include warehousing, wholesale trade,
and some assembly. Industrial uses may include.. fabrication
and assembly of large items, .resource extraction, process-
ing ofraw orrecycled materials, .and businesses that use or
generate hazardous materiels.

Publicand Institutional
The public and institutional categpry includes government
buildings, hospitals, libraries, schools, colleges, fire and
police stations, .solid waste facilities, museums, .cultural
and community centers, and other similar .public, uses.
In addition, private schools; churches, convalescent care
and other social care facilities, day care services, private
meeting and convention facilities, and similar uses maybe
included. Special uses in ,this category include correctional
facilities. ,

Transportation and Communication
The transportation and communication category includes
freeways and major arterials, bikeways, railroads,park and
ride lots, truck terminals, airports, train stations, multi-
modaltransit stations, communication facilities, and similar
uses.

Qpen Spice and.Recreation
The open space .and recreation category includes the Ange-
les National. Forest and land used for private and public
recreational facilities,,conservancy land and other land set
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aside for preservation of open space and. natural resources,
.and local andregional parks and multi- purpose trails. Golf
courses and water bodies are also included,

Rural
:The rural lands category includes low- density residential
uses on large lots, in areas characterized by rural develop-
ment interspexsedwith natural open. space. Agricultural
uses_in rural lands include grazing, horticulture, row, field,
end tree crops, and limited keeping of livestock, horses and
other large animals. ,,

IVo MEETING THE CHALLENGES 0~
R~GONAL GRQINTH

According to the regional planning agency for the Los Ange-
les basin, the Southern California Association of Govern-
ments (SCAG)> a major challenge for Southern California
will be continuing to meet the demands of rapid urban
growth over the next several decades. A 2006 SCAG report
states; ,

For decades, Southern California has experienced
some of the most dramatic growth seen anywhere in
the world. Our collective population now surpasses
18 million. But it's not going to stop there., ,By 2035,
experts tell us that another six million people are
coming and that more than two -thirds of these will
be children born to our growing families. Even
as we have. enjoyed a robust economy and weath-
ered the recent downturn better than many parts
of the state, growth and development issues axe at
the forefront of public concern. High on the list of
complaints are:increasing congestion, loss of open
space, and anill- defined but strgngly held belief that

"livability'° is slipping away.

As the region's Metropolitan Planning Agency responsible
for preparing regional plans,for mobility, air quality, and
housing, SCAG urges all local planning agencies to consider
regional needs when preparing their general plans. Issues
such as air quality, open space, transportation, housing,
water supply, and jobs are not confined within city or county
boundaries. A unique opportunity for the City of Santa

,Clarita and the County of Los, Angeles in the. One Valley



One Vision planning effort is to` consider regional` issues
wiEh n an appropriate, meaningful context for the entire
Santa Clarita Valleq. '`

The challenges of determining where growth should occur
and ensuring that housing is provided to new residents are
also linked to transportation: Location of new housing
without cohsiderafon for where residents will work and
`shop will result in more traffic congestion and air pollution,
To address regional planning needs, SLAG has developed a
regional growth vision based on four key prnciplesc`'

Mobility - Getting where we want to go,
Livability - Creating positive.commimities;

• Prosperity -Long -term health for the region; and
• Sustainability - Preserving natural surroundings.

In order to achieve these principles SLAG has formulated
a plan for its six - county Southern California planning area
calling for the following measures:-

Focusing growth in existing and emerging centers and
along major transportation corridors;

• 'Creating significant areas ofmixed -use development
and walkable communities;' ` `

• Targetinggrowtfi around`existingand planned transit
'statio~is;'and
Preserving existing open space' and stable "residential
uses.

SCAG's growth strategy calls for changes to land use and
transportation trends on two ~ereent of the land area within
the six- counfy'meYropolitan'region in order accommodate
projected growth to`achieve the goals of mobility, livability,
prosperity, and sustain~bil ty. Within the'Santa Clarita
Valley,'thetwo= percent growth strategy identifies areas with
potential for growth in proximity to the three Metrolink
commuter stations in Downtown Newhall, Saugus, and
Canyon Country. (The existing temporary' Via Princessa
Metrolink station is being evaluated for relocation in the
future to a permanent Metrolink station on the. Valley's
east side).

City and County staff compiled growth statistics and pro-
jections for the Santa Clarita Valley when preparing the
Land Use Map for the Area Plan update. As of 2008; there
were approximately 80>000 dwelling units within the Val-
ley, of which 57,000 were in the City and 23,000 were in
the County. Another 39,500 dwelling units had received

chapter 2: Land ll~e ~lesr~er~~

land ~tse approval, including 33,500 units in County areas
and 6,000 units within the City;' and several thousand
more dwelling units were the subject of pending land use
applications. The estimated population of the Santa Clarita
Valley in 2008 was 252,000, with 177,000 people living in the
City and 75;000 residing in unincorporated County areas.
From'these numbers, it is expected that growth, and the
related issues of qualify of life, will continue to be pressing
for Valley residents and decision makers in the coming
decades. [lccoraing to a citizen "survey in` 2000, Valley
residents identified traffic, growth, community, cultural arts,
erivir'onrriental i'ssuespublc safety, economic development,
parks, open space, acid transit as significant concerns: The
primary objective of the Land Use Element is to demon-
stratehow projected`growth can be accommodated within
the Valley, and managed to maintain livability, mobility,
sustainability, and prosperity for all residents.

Va VALLEY OF VILLAGES

The physical setting and history% of the Santa Clarita Valley
have combined to create several distinctive `communities,
each with "its own special character; developmentpafferns,
and lifestyles. Topographically, many neighborhood's are
separated from adjacent development by ridgelines or can-
yons. The location of the Santa Clara River and Interstate 5,
both of which transect the planning area',' also act as barri-
ers that separate communities. In addition, the fisforical
development of the Valley took place over along period of
time during which development occurred in differentareas,
at'different`times;'andfor differerit'reasons. Old Town
Newhall, Saugus; end Castaic developed along transp'orta-
tion routes, while Valencia and Stevenson Ranch developed
according to master' plans prepared by residential builders.
Outlying areas, such as Val Verde and Hasley Canyon,
developed aslow- density rural areas based on their residents'
desire for retreat from high - intensity urban centers.

The diversity'of settlement patterns within the Santa Clarita
Valley is viewed as a positive aspect of the community, an
acknowledgement ofthe area's history and'topography, in
recognition that the Valley can accommodate and provide
diverse areas suitable for different lifestyles. However, the
benefits of a unified approach to good planning cannot be
ignored in favor of diversity. It rriay appear -that Valley resi-
dentsdesire two seemingly inconsistent goalsc maintenance
of'diversit}~'and community`identity, and' a coordinated
approach to orderly development. It is the aim of the One

to
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Valley One Vision planning effort to bring these two goals
together into two workable planning,policy documents, the
City's General Plan and the County's Area Plan. The theme
of these updated Plans is "Valley of Villages," in recogni-
tion of the various communities and neighborhoods within
the :Santa Clarity Valley that wish to maintain their own
distinctive character, while at the same time recognizing
their place in the "big picture" plan for development ~yithin
the entire planning area.

The term "village" brings many images to mind. A village
is a community in which people. know one another, support
local businesses, gather together at community events, and
share common ideals about their future. The term. "village"
also implies a cpmmunity that can sustain itself over many ,
years without being severely impacted by economic setbacks,
loss of housing, lack of education, inadequate parks or
public services, aid hazards ar ppllution that_threatens its
residents. Village residents typically send their, children to
neighborhood schools, use neighborhood parks, walk along
neighborhood streets. and trails, and work clpse to home.
1Vlore than anything else, a village invokes the concept of
quality of life based on a healthy living environment and
productive social and civic interaction. Village residents
can also, be apart of a larger network of comprised of
neighboring villages, connected by transportation. routes
and sharing major. community facilities that benefit the
larger Valley area.

The various existing _communities identified in the Santa
Glarita Valley, including approved specific plans are

.described below, and their general locations are indicated
on Figure L-L

Newh~lf
Newhall is generally located in the City of Santa Clarity and
was one of.the earliest permanent settlements in the Valley,
established in 1876 in conjunction with the construction of
the Southern Pacific Railroad. Henry Mayo- Newhall, who

.had deeded land to Southern Pacific Railroad to lay track
connecting Los; Angeles and San Francisco, also deeded
Southern Pacific a parcel of land to build a depot and a town
to be called Newhall. Old Newhall was once the largest
community in the Vallgy, and its,early development, typi-
cal of many western towns, was based. on oil, mining, and
the railroad. Newhall maintains its historic character, and

zi

includes the residence of silent :film stax William S. Hart,
whose 300-acre ranch is now a County park, museum, and
tourist attraction.

Prior to completion of the interstate highway system, Main.
Street (formerly San Fernando Road), whichxuns parallel
to the railroad tracks and served as the community's main
street, was a principal link between the San Joaquin Valley
and the Los Angeles Basin. It still serves as the. backbone
for Downtown Newhall's commercial district.

Commexcial.land rises are concentrated in what has been
called Old Town Newhall, along Lyons Avenue and.Main
Street.. Residential uses in Newhall include higher density
multi -family and single family uses, both north and south
of Lyons Avenue. Some of the older single family and
mobile home residences in east Newhall; are in need of
rehabilitation. The City recently completed a new 17,000
square foot recreation and co~rnunity center in Old Town
Newhall, offering a variety of progr~xns and containing a
Sheriff's substation. The new Metrolink train statipn, which
provides commuter services and a parking lot adjacent to
the community center, was built on the site of the original
Newhall train station.

In December 2005 the City.of Santa Glarita adopted the
Downtown Newhall Specific Plan as a foundation for facili-
tatingredevelopment and enhancement of the area. $ased
on extensige public input, economic analysis, and planning
design, the Specific Plan encompasses -20 blocks (550, acres,
including Hart Park) and provides opportunities for mixed
use and transit - oriented development. Approximately 700
new dwelling units. and .over 250,000, square feet. of new
commercial, spate are projected by the Specific Plan, in
addition to existing housing and business in the area. Both
new development and redevelopment are accommodated
in the Specific Plan.

_Because the Downtown Newhall Specific Plan was the first
plan targeted by the City towards transit - oriented develop-
mer~t, it will`serve as a prototype for other districts in the
Valley.. that will be clustered around transit centers.:: The
Design Principles fpr Transit Oriented Development as
identified in the document will be considered inplanning
for similar districts near other existing and future transit
centers. These,.principles included the following: , ,



• Make great public places;
`Make `great streets (both commercial and
residential);

• Live above stores;
Live near transit;
Build a variety of buildings;

• Create a variety of housing choices;
Provide for the right mix of retail; and'

• Provide the right amount of parking, in the right
locations:

Implementation strategies in the Specific Plan 'included
street improvements, provision of additional on- streetpark-
ing and a future parking structure, re- routing of through-

`traffic to Railroad Avenue, bicycle baths, streetscape beau-
tificat on, utility upgrades, affordable housing assistance,
billboard abatement, historic prese "rvaton, and creation of a
plaza'for outdoor markets. The plan also contains detailed
architectural 'guidelinesdesigned topromote human-scale,
pedestrian- orentezi streets and buildings consistent with
the old -town themes.

"rhe primary planning issues for Newhall include'imple-
mentation of the Downtown Newhall Specific Plan through
redevelopment efforts, attracting private investment com-
bined with public funds to create a'mixed -use, transit-
orierited>pedestrian -friendly; live- work -play environment
that will provide dining,' entertainment, retail; commercial,
and housing choices to both residents and visitors. This will
result in Newhall providing additional services, including
parking amenities arid'a new branch library.' Other plan-
ning issues include the future extension of Dockweiler
Drive to Lyons Avenue> the future expansion of The Master's
College campus, development of the 4.2 million square
foorGate -King industrial park, and providing anyneeded
drainage infrastructure imp~overrienfs.

Valencia
The community of Valencia is generally located withinthe
City of Santa Clarita'and is part of the orig na137,500 `acre
Newhall Rancli, a Mexican -land grant acquired bq Henry
Mayo Newhall and later owned by the Newhall Land and
Farming Company. ̀ Named after a city in Spain,'Valen-
cia was initiated in 1965 as a mastef planned community.
Residential, commercial, and industrial developments form
the basic community' structure, supported by shopping
centers, recreational facilities, schools, colleges, a medical
campus, golf courses, professional offices, and other support
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services connected by a system of walkways called paseos.
The'community is -home to the local Los Angeles County
Civic Center; College of the Canyons, California Institute
of the Arts, Santa Clarita's City -Hall, the Valencia Town
Center Mall, and Six Flags Magic Mountain. Developments
such as the Valencia Gateway (comprised of the Valencia
Industrial Center and Valencia Commerce Center) have
made Valencia the largest center for business and tech-
nology in the Valley and have resulted in the creation of
approximately 60,000 jobs. New industrial development
continues west of Interstate 5 in North Valencia, including
a postal distribution facility:'

Both the City and the County have jurisdiction over por-
tions ofValencia, although the majority of the land is within
City limits. Since 1965 more'than 20,000 residentiaTunits
have been constiructed and over 50;000 residents call Valen-
ciahome. The primary planning issues for Valencia will be
promoting development that provides employment oppor-
tunit es far Valley residents, and maintaining Valencia's
role as`an econoxriic center for the Valley,'as other regional
commercial uses are`constructed in neighboring'areas.

$at1~iN5
Generally located within the City of Santa Clarity and estab-
lislied in' 1887, Saugus was ̀named for the Massachusetts
birthplace of Henry Mayo Newhall and owes its existence
to the Southern Pacific Railroad. Saugus has a colorful
history. The Saugus Speedway, originally designed in 1924
as a rodeo arena; was the setting for the last great train
robbery in California, which took place behind the speed-
waq in 1928. A Metrolink station is now located near the
speedway, which includes parking and provides a transfer
point between commuter rail and buses. The 80-acre Santa
Clarity Central Park is located in Saugus.

Residential areas of Saugus are located in" Seco Canyon
and' Bouquet Canyon. Residential` development has also
occurred in Haskell Canyon and Plum Canyon. 'Commer-
cialuses inthe area primarily serve local residents. Saugus
also contains older industrial development along Rail "road
Avenue, interspersedwith newer commercial uses.

The northern portions of Saugus are hilly, with tree -lined
streets adjacent to hills covered with natural vegetation.
The natural'areas remaining along Bouquet Canyon Creek
present an opportunity to enhance the area by creating a
greenbelt connecting the community with other parts of
the Valley.
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'the primary planning issues for Saugus include addressing
traffic congestion in established neighborhoods, vehicular
access to activity centers and freeways, the need for beauti-
fication and public amenities such as roadway landscaping,
trails, and thg. need for enhanced;cornmercial to serve a
broader range of needs.for Saugus residents.

Canyon Coup#ry
Canyon, Countxy is partially. located within the City of
Santa Clarita and partially located within unincorporated

;Los Angeles County, ~in the eastern ~ortian of.the. Santa
Clarta Valley along Saledad Canyon Road east of Saugus

,and extending north of Sand Canyon along State Route 14
to Agua Dulce. Portions of Canyon Country lie;tyithin both
the City and the County. This area k~as the largest popula-
tion of any community in the Valley and contains. a wide
range of housing types, including large -lot single -family
custom homes, single -family tract homes, multiple -family
developments, and rr~ob~le_home parks, Comnnercal and
manufacturing activities are conc~ntra~ed.along both:sides
of Soledad Canyon Road and along the northg~rly portion of
:Sierra Highway within the planning area. A business park/
industrial hub, Centre Pointe Business Park, is located on
,Golden Valley Road. The City's Sports Complex and Aquat-
ics Center provide recreational facilities serving all Valley
residents, and the Vi~;Princessa Metrolink station serves
the east Valley cpmmunities. Commercial development is
located along Soledad CanyonRoad between White's Can-
yon and Sierra Highway, which includes the JoAnne Darcy
Canyon Country .Library and a movie theater complex.
Newer townhomes and apartment are located along State
;Route 14 between Sand Canyon and Via Princessa. In addi-
tion, there are zesidential neiglborhoo.ds in ~Vlint Canyon

.and Tick Canyon within unincorporated County territory.
A variety of architectural styles exist along Soledad Canyon
Road. Hornes.along the northern section of Sierra Highway
are generally rural and of vezy low density, with the. excep-
tion of- multi - Family development near tie intersection of
Sierra Highway and Soledad Canyon Road.

One issue for residents in Canyon Country has been access
to jobs in the Valencia area to the west. ~Iowever, with the
planned completion of the Cross Valley Connector, traffic
movement between Canyon Country and employment cen-
ters .along Interstate 5 is expected to improve, significantly.
Transit service improvements and additional park - and-ride
facilities will also be evaluated to address thisneed..;:
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College of the Canyons opened an East, Valley campus on
Sierra Highway in Canyon Country during. the fall of 2007.
The campus, which is open to students while construction
continues, will encompass 70 acres and accommodate 8>000
full -time students when fully built put. The campus will
.operate as afull- service comnnunity college to residents
on the east side of the. Santa,Clarita Valley.

Planning issuesfor Canyon.Countryinclude anopportunity
to upgrade land uses:along Sierra Highway in the area of
the new college campus, from Soledad Canyon Road north
to Vasquez Canyon Road. In this area Sierra Highway will
be widened to six lanes, and there is an opportunity to
provide services to area residents and;the college on vacant
land fronting the highway. ;Canyon, Counkry residents
have expressed a desire for higher end retail. and restau-
rantuses intheir area. In addition, Qlderuon- conforming
-uses in the area can be gradually phased out to .upgrade
the character. of development and encourage new users
to Canyon Country. This area yvill be planned as a mixed

.use corridor in order to create. jobs and provide new hous-
,ing and commercial services for area residents, as well as
for college students.and faculty. The mixed use corridor
designation will encourage a mix.of uses in a pedestrian-
friendly environment, creating ~a focal point far Canyon
Country. In order tarealize the rede~elopment,potential
along this corridor, a coordinated effort will be needed to
address regional drainage infrastructure issues.Another
planning opportunity for Canyon Country lies in the land
adjacent to State Route 14 access points. Four existing on-
andofd ramp systems provide direct freeway access to the
area, and represent gpportunities to enhance entryways
into the community. _ .

5a~d Canynrr
The Sand Canyon area is generally located within the
,City of Santa. Clarita,_southeast of Canyon Country and
is comprised predominantly of low- density single -family
residential uses. The area is rural with- extensive stands of

'oak trees and. is characterized by large estate. homes and
lots, many of which are equestrian and enjoy direct access
to an equestrian trail, system.linking the community... The
community is accessible via Sand Canyon Road end Plac-
erita Canyon Road, and is bordered on the south and east
by the Angeles National Forest.



Sand' Canyon is largely developed." A challenge for the
Sand Canyon .area will be'ensuring land use compatibil-
itybetween homes and adjacent natural areas in Angeles
National Forest and along the Santa Clara River. Majar
planning issues include protecting the rural and equestrian
character from development pressures to create more tra-
ditional subdivisions in this low -density' area; increasing
multiple purpose trail linkages; and providing. an effective
interface between residents and~Natonal Forest lands. In
addition; development in the area must comply with the
City's Special -Standards District to maintain the rural
community character desired by residents.

The eastern portion of the Sarid Canyon region, outside
the Santa Clarita city limits, is home to disturbed lands
resulting from'cu'rrent "and past aggregate mining practices,

'former militaty industrial support activities, and Superfund
hazard properties. It's to the benefit of the region fo have
these`properties restored fo an economic land use'r'ather
than left in a disturbed state. These highly impaired lands
are appropriate for future conversion to land uses comple-
mentary to the surrounding topography, national forest,
and Santa Clara River setting. Such land uses should be
consistent with the policies of this plan including'jobs/
housing balance, shortened commute times; and siting of
rie`w uses largely within the footprint of the disturbance area.
Such'uses "should 6eplanned so as to avoid adverse effects
on`the Santa'Clara River Significant Ecological Area.

P~aceri~a Canyon
Site of the first gold strike in California in 1842, Placerita
Canyon is generally located w Etiin the Gity of Santa Clarita
and is now a rural residential area located northeast of
downtown Newhall. Equestrian- oriented residential uses
among oak woodlands typify development in this area,
which still contains scattered ranches. `Oil fields are located
in the easterri`portion of the canyon; west of State "Route
14. East of State Route 14,' Placerita' Canyon is predomi-
nantly undeveloped with much o'f the land contained in
the Angeles 'National Forest: Placenta Canyon is home
to Tlie`Master's College, a private four- year'liberal arts
institution; and the Placenta Canyon Nature`Center: `Two
historic ranckes in Pl~cerita Canyon have been converted
to other `uses but retain the rural character of the area:
The Melody Ranch is now used primarily for filming and
to host the annual Cowboy Festival and other events; and
the Golden Oak Ranch is used by the Disney Company for
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filming and other corporate uses. A substantial number
of newer estate homes on large lots have been constructed
in tlie'area in recent years.

Planning issues in Placerita Canyon include accommodating
expansion plans for The Master's College; u~sgrading`non-
compliant older structures; extending sewer lines to serve
existing uses throughout the area to protect groundwater
quality; providing flood control and drainage improve-
ments; providing additional vehicular access (possibly
through extension of Dockweiler Drive); and opportuni-
ties for future development of the 100' -acre site located
at the westerly entrance of Placerita Canyon.. In addition,
developrnenf" in the area must comply with the City's Spe-
cial Standards District to maintain the rural community
character desired ~iy'residents.

Castaic, located in unincorporated Los Angeles- County,
developed from its role as a hightvaystop containing small
cafes, hotels and automotive services along the old Ridge
Route, which opened' in 1914. By- passed when Highway
99 (iow Interstate 5) openedin 1933, portions of the Ridge
Route can'still be` driven today. When the 'Ridge Route
was first constructed, it cuC 30 miles off thy` Lo"s Angeles to
Bal~ersfield route and allowed the journey fo be cor'ripleted
by automobile in only four days. 'Ilie eight lanes of Interstate
5 now bisect`~asta c, with` new residential'development
on both sides of the freeway and the `older portion of the
community`on the east side.

,;

The 500-mile long California'Water Project has turned the
community of "Castaic into one of the planning area's major
recreational centers: `Man-made Castaic Lake, the water
project's western terminus; is a popular spoYfor swimming,
sailing; fishing, boating, and water`skiing: 'The Castaic
Sports Complex is located just south'of CasYaic Lake and
provides sports opportuniEies for `all ages. These recre-
ational attractions have increased Castaic's growth poten-
tial, but have also resulted in traffic impacts, especially on
weekend`s.

Land use in Castaic'is mixed, with new residential develop-
mentsurrounding freeway- oriented'commercial uses along
Castac /Parker and Lake Hughes Roads. The community
still provides important services and facilities to the truck-
ing industry, and`there is a need to ensure that long -term
parking and servicing of big rigs does not adversely impact
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area residents. Castaic's commercial. corridor is changing
from a small highway; oriented service center along I -5 to
include more, goods and services for residents„ There is
potential for additional commercial infill development.
~n addition, there is an opportunity to expand services to
recreational users of the local lakes.

Also within Castaic is the Pitchess Detention Center (Way-
side Honor Rancho), a, Los Angeles County incarceration
facility... _t~ portion of the property is unused and presents
an opportunity for future planning.

Hasl~y Canyon, located north of Val Verde and southwest
of Castaic, is considered an outlying subarea of the Castaic
community. With the exception of an older existing mobile
home park, the area is characterized bylow- density estate
homes on larger lots amid scattered oak trees, and supports
a rural equestrian life, style. Major planning issues for Hasley
Canyon include maintaining compatibility gf,proposed
development with the area's rural character.

Los Angeles Co~xnty,developed a Community Standards
District (CSD) -for Castaic to address a wide range of plan-
ningissues for this evolving community. Regulations in the
CSD include lot size requirements for new homes, hillside
development restrictions, provisions for trail connections
and protection of native vegetation, and buffering between

:incompatible uses. In addition, the CSD limited tlae expan-
sion of trucking- related uses, in the.,Castaic center. and

;prohibited clustered subdivisions . in -the Hasley Canyon
and Sloan Canyon areas.

Val Verde
Val Verde is located in unincorporated Los Angeles County,
three miles west of Interstate 5; and is developed primarily.
with single- family homes in a rural setting, surrounded
by chaparral - covered hillsides and scattered canyon, oaks.
The community is located, near the intersection of San
:Martinez and Chiquita Canyon Roads. in the: hills north
of State Route,126. The. area was subdivided in the 1920's
and lots.. were sold for, nse as vacation. homes, by African-
Amercan residents of Los Angeles. Today the area is eth-
nically diverse, ,The County_ of Los A,ngele~ operates Val
Verde Park; a community park with a swimming pool, open
space, equestrian stables, and recreational amenities that
provides a focal point for area residents.
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Major planning issues for Val Verde include,potential nui-
sance impacts from expansion of the.landfill in Chiquita
Canyon, the compatibility of prpposed developments. with
the: village's rural character, and providing. residents with
increased access to employment opportunities, social ser-
vices, and adequate infrastructure.

Agua,~ace
Agua Dulce is located in unincorporated Los Angeles County,
in the,$ierr~ ~elo~a V~11ey nQtrtbeast,of Canyon Country.
The Antelope Palley Freeway (State Route 14) is located to
the south, providing access to the community via, Agua
Dixlce ,Canyon, Road end Escondido .Canyon Road. The
community's,setting is distinctively, rural and completely
surrounded by hills, imparting a feeling of separation from
nearby. urban areas. Vasquez Rocks County Park, located
just north of Agua Dulce off of State Route 14, is an area of
unique geologic formations that has been thg site of many
movies and~television shows. ~ ~

AguaDulce has been ranching country,sin~e the' 1870's.
Mining activity in nearby,Soledad Canyon first brought
attention to the area, bringing more ranchers into the. com-
munity. The construction of Sierra Highway and the Ante-
lope Valley Freeway have increased accessibility into the
community, bringing additional residenfis; however, the land
use character remains rural and equestrian, with a small
commercial "town center," and aprivately -owned airport.

Residents wish to maintain Agua Dulce as, a` rural com-
munity, but are generally open to additional low - density,
large -lot, equestrian -.oriented homes in the area utilizing
non-urban infrastructure systems,, in accordance with its
Community Standards District (CSD). There is also an
opportunity to enhance the rustic village center to provide
residents with more goods,and services andserve as a com-
munityfocal point.

West Ranch'(Stevenson ~~nch, 5unse~ P¢~i~~e,
1~estridg~, and Pico Car~ya~}
West of Interstafie 5 are various communities in unincor-
porated Los Angeles County that have a common setting
and shared interests, generally, referred to as West Ranch.
One of these is Stevenson Ranch, Tocated west of Interstate
5 and north of Pica Canyon Road, amaster- planned com-
munity developed in phases under a plan approved - by
Los Angeles County. the project's 4,000 acres -are largely
developed except for the last phase, which proposes 3,467



residential units. Over 100 acres of commercial uses were
included; nearly all of which are developed with regional
commercial, restaurant and office uses along the freeway
corridor (Valencia Marketplace). The project also included
45 acres of parkland:'

Adjacent to Stevenson Ranch is Westridge, a residential
community that includes elementary, junior high, and high
school site's: Soutih of Stevenson Ranch lie the residential
community of Sunset Pointe and the rural residential area '~

"' of Pico'Canyon; located west of The Old Road. 'Pico Canyon
extends into lioth City and County areas, and includes the
Santa Clarita Woodlands State'Park, fiowsley'Cariyon State
Park, Ed Davis Park, and the historic oil town of Mentryville.
IVlentryville is the`location of Pico #4 the$rst successful
oil well in the western United States. Surrounding the
developed areas are significant stands of oak trees and the
Lyons Canyon Significant Bcological Area: ``

The primary planning issues for Pico Canyon include com-
patiblty ofproposed developnentswith the Lyons Canyon
SEA,' "the Santa Mar to Woodlands;`and other parks and
natural areas in the area.

VI. SPECIFIC PANS

Sp~c~fic P~a~ Process'
State planning law provides a process for local governments
to use in approving'large, complex development projects
in a manger that provides for'long -term buildout, phased
with construction of infrastructure and publicfacilities and
supported with funding plans and' implementiation strate-
gies. Such projects maybe approved using the Specific Plan
process, pursuant to' Government Code Sections 65450-
65457 and'applicable local ordinances. Any applicant that
meets the minimum requirements for filing a Specific'Plan
(including public agencies) may submit a project for review
under these statutes, and each Specific Plan submittal will be
reviewed on its own merit by the reviewing authority (City
or County, depending ori'the location of the project):

`'' Every Specific Plan approved in California mustbe reviewed
using -the same. process used for a General Plan or Area Plan,
and must include the following components:

• The distribution; location, and extent of fhe uses of
land, including'open space, within the area covered
by the Plan;
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• THe proposed `distribution, location, arid' exfenY and
intensity of major components of public and; private
transportation; sewage, water; drainage, solid waste

'disposal, energy, and other essential facilities pro-
posed to be looted within tlie' area covered by the
Plan and needed to support the lend uses described
in the Plan;

• Standards and criteria by which development will
proceed,'and standards for the conservation, devel-
opment, and utilization of natural resources, where
applicable;

A program of implementation measures, including reg-
ulations,programs, public works projects, and'financ-
ing measures necessary to carry out the project;'

An explanation of how the Specific Plan is consistent
with the General Plan and/or Area Plan; and ''

• Any other subjects who in the judgment of the planning
agency' are necessary or desirable for 'implementation
of the General Plan and/or Area Plari.

Approved Specific PBans
Significant'portions of the: planning area`encompassed
6y tlie'Area Plan are'included in Specific Plans that have
already received land`use approval: As`these'areas build out
pursuant to approved Specific Plans and subdivision maps,
the resulting land'uses will lie integrated into the'Valley's
development pattern and circulation network. Therefore,.
the following previously approved projects were considered
in drafting the Area Plan Land Use Element and other
related Eleirients.

N~1Ai~ld~~ ~~19th

The County of Los' Angeles adopted` "the' Newhall Ranch
Specific Plan on May27, 2003. ``the planning area encom-
passes' 11,963 acres and extends approximately 5 miles from
east to'west, and 5'/Z miles from north to south, from`about
one mile west' of Interstate 5 to the Ventura County Line,
both north and south of State Route 126:' The southerly
portion of the site contains steep terrain and high plateaus
bf the Sanfa Susana 1Vfountans; over 6;000' acres of the
planning area will remain" in open space, including two
special resource management areas. The adopted plan will
allow construction of 20,885 dwelling units, 629 acres of
mixed -use development, 67 acres of commercial, 249 acres
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of business. park,. and 37 acres of visitor commercial uses.
Neighborhood parks, a 15-acre lake, public trails, an;l$ -hole
golf course, fire stations, a branch lib,~ary, and school. sites
are also planned, along with water and sewer infrastructure.
The Specific Plan states the project's intent,xs; to provide a
high - quality, master planned environment, which offers
homes, shopping, employment, and recreational opportuni-
ties. Development of the project is expected to occur over
a 25-year timeframe.

A key design feature of the Newhall Ranch Specific Plan is its
emphasis on the creation of interrelated villages, separated
by significant;open space areas and natural landforms. The
plan avoids "leap- frog" development into the Santa Susana
foothills and instead accommodates projected growth in
.areas. adjacent to existing and planned infrastructure, urban
services, transportation routes and employment centers.
Villages proposed by the project include Landmark Village,
Mission Village, Homestead Village, and Potrero Village.

Natural landmarks and topographical features define each
village. According to the Specific Plan, dividing tl~e large
project into villages allows for the creation of convenient
village centers and gives future residents optimal access to
commercial, recreational, and public facilities.: In addition,
-this design gives residents access to nature by providing
undeveloped open space accessible by trails from each vil- .
lage, Land uses were located to accommodate and preserve
major natural landforms and significant environmental
features, such. as the .river corxidor, ridgelines, .hillsides,
creeks,. bluffs, and.oak woodlands. Each village and its

.central activity area will be allowed to develop a unique
sense of identity, inspired by the natural features of the site.
The pillage concept was designed to provide residents with ,
a greater sense of identity with their community. Through
its design and planned development pattern, the Newhall
Ranch Specific Plan reinforces the; theme for the. Santa
Clarita Valley as a Valley of Villages.

Nar~~ lake
The Northlake, Specific Plan was approved for 3,623 resi-
dentialunits, both single family and multi - family, on 1,330
acres located two miles north of,Gastaic. The plan also calls
for 450 acres of open space, school sites, and a golf course;
however, the project proponents have requested revisions
to the proposed project amenities that are under review by
Los Angeles County. When developed, this. project will be
considered a part: of the Castaic village. community.
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C~~y~r~ Park (F~i~ Oaks Ranch)
The Canyon Park Specific. Plan (commonly known as Fair
Oaks Ranch) is a residential development located between
Sierra Highway and State Route 14, near Via Princessa. The
project includes 4,763 multi - family units and 637 single-
family.units on approximately 30,8 acres, and is nearly
built -out. The project is bisected by the Antelope Valley
Freeway and: contains no commercial uses. Therefore, there
is an opportunity to create a service center for Fair.Oaks
Ranch in the vicinity of the project.

UNhit~aker ~e~mite Property,
The 989-acre Whittaker Bermite site;is situated in the center
of the City and was used for over 80 years as a production
site -for military,explosives and flares by various manufac-
turers.:Manufacturng operations ceased in 1987: During
these years, manufacturing and testing of various chemicals

r on the site involved use and improper disposal of hazardous
materials, resulting in chemical contamination of,both soil
and groundwater..Directly beneath the site lies the Saugus
Aquifer, a significant groundwater. source for the Valley.
Since manufacturing operations ended, remediation of soil
and groundwater contamination (including perchlorate)
has been ongoing; however, more progress must be made
prior to redevelopment of the site.

The Porta Be11a Specific Plan wasapproved for the property,
which_proposed clean -up of contaminants and,re -use of
the site for mixed uses, including 1,244 single -family units,

.1,667 multi- family,unts, 96 acres of commercial and office
uses,: 407 acres of open space, and 42 acres of recreational
use.. Extension of major roadways designed to traverse
tk~e: planning area include Via Princessa, Magic Mountain
Parkway, and Santa Clarita Parkway. However, more work
is needed to ensure site clean -up and the location of uses in
an appropriate manner to avoid future health risks..The City
has joined environmental agencies and the water district in
promoting remediation of this Brownfield site and re -use
of the property for productive purposes.

Downtaw~ N~wha~I.,Sp~cifir PI~~ ,
As noted above in the,desc~ription o#' Newhall, the,Down-
town Newhall Specific Plan has been adopted by,the City to
encourage mixed -use and transit- orienfied development in
the historic community of Newhall, in order to promote new

...investment, spur economic,development, and create new
residential. opportunities in this area. Other opportunities



include creation of an arts districfin the vicinity of existing
theaters in the area,'and construction of a new library. The
Downtown Newhall Specific Plan was'adopted in 2005.

V~I~nsia Specific Plans
The'North Valencia Specific Plan was adopted in 1998.
The project encompassed 707`acres'generallybordered by
Newhall Ranch Road; Bouquet Canyon Road, and' Magic
Mountain Parkway, east of San Francisquito Creek. The Spe-
cific Plan provided for a mix of residential and commercial
uses, open space, and an industrial center. A significant
segment of the Santa Clara` River was preserved as open
space as part of the Specific Plan.

The North Valencia Specific Plan No. 2 was adopted in 2000
for 596 acres it the northern'porfion of the City, generally
located north of Newhall 'Ranch Road west of McKean
Parkway. 'The Specific'Plan called formixed' nse develop-
menY, including residential; industrial and commercial
uses: A major component of this project was preservation
of open space in environmentally sensitive areas along San
Francisquito C `reek:

These Specific Plan areas have been fully built out.

Pending and F~tur~ Spetifac Plans
At the time this Area Plari was adopted, several Specific Plan
projects were in the proces's of being prepared for properties
within the planning area, but'were not yet ready for public
hearings or land use decisions: The City and County agreed
that these projects would not be shown on the Land Use
Map'or reflected in "the`City's General Plan or the County's
Area Plan until such time as ea'eh such Specific Plan project
is completed'and reviewed, in conjuncfiion with an environ-
mentaldocument preparedfio meet the`requirements of the
California Environmental Quality Act, and circulated for
public review and input. However, the decision not toreflect
these project§ in the City's` General =Plan or the' County's
Area Plan until the required review process for each p"roject
is completed should not be interpreted to mean that any of
the pending Specific Plans will or will not be approved in
the'future. Nothing in'this Area Plan shall be interpreted to
preclude the future review of any application' for a Specific
Plan that is pending of the time of Area Flarn adoption. If
and when the applicants for each pending Specific Plan
project complete the requirementsfor "review'and "approval,
the decision on each project -will be made'based on the
merits of the project, which shall include conformance
with all applicable policies of the City's General Plan or
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the County's Area Plan. 'In addition; other Specifrc`Plans
may be undertaken in the future that are not yet identified,
and each Specific Plan will be evaluated based omits own
merits and conformance with the applicablepoliciesbf the
Citys General Plan or the County's Area Plan.

It should be noted that both'tHe City and the'County encour-
age use of the Specific Planprocess for preparation of com-
prehensive master plans for development: This process
allows for flexibility that can lead to innovative design
solutions beyond that allowed by regulations in the Zoning
Ordinance:'Particularly in mixed -use developments where
walkable; pedestrian - oriented neighborhoods are desired,
sach'as near transit centers; the Specific Plan process is
encouraged. Policies have been included in this element to
encourage preparation 6f Specific Plans where appropriate
to meet the goals for more fiealthy, vibrant; and attractive
communities:

VII. DEMOGRAPHICS CHARACTERI~T~CS
OF THE SANTA C6.ARITA VALLEY

Past Pop~a~a~iora Trends
A significant amount of the population growth in Los Ange-
les County over the past two decades has occurred in North
Los Angele's County, which includes both'the Santa Clarita
Valley and the'Aritelope Valley (including the cities ofPalm-
dale and Lancaster).: In 2000 the City of Santa Clarita was
the four "th largest city within the County iri term's of popu-
lation (following Los Angeles, Long Beach; and Glendale).
The fastest- growing cities from 1990 to 2000 were' Santa
Clarita, Palmdale and Lancaster, which maintained annual
average growth rates significantly higher tham the County
as a whole: During'tkat decade; the Santa Clarita Valley
grew liy almost 60;000 residents to reach 212,6TT by 2000,
a population growth of over 39 percent.

The Valley's population has diversified as a result of this
growth, with the percentage of residents who are of His-
panic,Asian, African - American; and mixed'ethnicityback-
grounds growing by over 95 percent between 1990 and-2000
(from 41,555 to 73;733). Households within the Valley had
a higher average household income than County re §idents
as a whole ($83,900 in the Valley compared to $63,909 as a
Countywide average in 2000). The population continues
to reflect larger households than the Countywide average,
indicative of young families with children: Average "house-
holdsize increased from 2.93 to 3.09 persons per household
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over the Census decade. In the 2000 Census> the largest under- .utilized, privately owned,. designated and zoned
age group represented in the Valley was the "5 to 17" age for future development, and free of majpr constraints
bracket.. Almost a third of the population in the planning such as ridgelines and floodways,
area is under the age,of 18, and less than l0 percent of the
population in 2000 were in the over 65-year age bracket. 3. For undeveloped and under - utilized land within each

TAZ, staff, estimated the projected,aGtual build -out
PrOJCCtl~tts f~i' P~~UIdt1~~1 ~Itt~ ~U~15~h0IdS : capacity under the draft Land Use Map, consider-
Based on adetailed analysis of the planning area conducted ing parcelization,, surrounding development, access,
by traffic analysis zones; staff from the City and County have topography, drainage patterns; infrastructure capacity,
determined that population of the Santa Clarita Valley at and similar site constraints.
full build -out of the uses shown on the Land Use Maps of
the City's General Plan and the County's Area Plan will be 4. the result of this analysis was an estimated build-
approximately 440,000 to 485,000 residents, .comprising out capacity for. each TAZ in terms of dwelling unit
approximately 150,000 to 155,000 households. This analysis number and type; non- residential development,poten-
was conducted based on the need to project ultimate devel- tal (including commercial, business park, retail, and
opment in terms of various indic~tors,.including dwelling institutional space); public uses, including govern-
units, commercial - industrial space, job creation, water use, merit and school facilities, parks and open space; and
traffic generation, noise generation, housing needs, park land devoted to infrastructure. (such ~s streets and
needs„and other public services and facilities. In compiling highways, transmission corridors, and flood control
these projections, staffmembers from the City and County easements).
planning and traffic divisions reviewed data from multiple
sources, including existing geographic information system 'rlie projections. generated from the TAZ analysis represent
(CIS) .data layers, existing and proposed zoning, existing staff's best efforts to achieve a realistic vision of actual build-
and proposed General and Area Plan land use designa- out potential for. the. planning, area. In preparing the One
tions, property subdivisions, existing development patterns, Valley One Vision land use projections, staff acknowledged
pending development applications, ,approved. planning that portions of the planning area are already largely devel-
entitlements, topographic and environmental constraints, , , oped, and that the City's General Plan; and the County's Area
and other relevant information., The methodology used by Plan are not based on a "clean slate” of vacant, undeveloped
staff to develop these detailed demographic projections land. Existing uses and development patterns must be
involved the following steps:. , recognized in planning for new uses.,

1. Staffprepared projections for each traffic analysis zone For purposes of a theoretical comparison, the TAZ analysis
(TAZ) contained in the traffic model. For purposes of could be compared to the "worst case" build -out projections
;traffic modeling, a TAZ is,a portion of land within the of the Land Use Maps of the City's General Plan and the
planning area in which certain land uses have been County's.. Area Plan. -The worst case scenario assumes that
designated, the development of which is expected to all existing uses are subject to demolition, reconstruction,
generate new vehicle trips to serve future develop- or intensification to achieve the maximum density allowed
merit. ,only undeveloped or under- utilizedland will by the Land Use Map.. For exarnple~ ifan area is designated
be expected to be used for new development that will for single -family residential uses atfive dwelling units per
generate new vehicle trips. Therefore, each,TAZ must acre and the area is. already developed at four. dwellings
be analyzed to determine the percentage of land that is per acre, the worst case scenario assumes that the existing
already fully built -out, and the amount of land that is subdivisions would be replaced with new subdivisions at a
available for new development or rebuilding. There are higher density, or thatexisting units would be subdivided
455 TAZs in the trafTic model for the planning area. into multi- family structures #o achieve the higher density.

Because many, areas of the Santa Clarita Valley: have been
2. Staff compared each TAZ with a current aerial. photo- developed within the last.20 years with structures that have

graph and Planning Department records to defiermine useful life -spans of 50 years or longer, staff determined
the amount of developable land in each one. Land that it would be unreasonable to assume that all existing
was considered to be developable if it was vacant or development would be replaced with new development at
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the'highest possible density allowed by the Land' Use Map.
'For this "reason, the "worst case" scenario under the land
use plan was not used as the 6asis'for demographic projec-
tions. Instead, the TAZ analysis described above formed
the basis for reasonable`build` -out projectioris'of land use,.
dwelling units population, and employment:

UI~I. ECONOM6C 1S5UES ~qR ~'HE SANTA
CLARiTA VALLEY

Economic Assets ire the Valley
The Santa Clarita Valley coritains'a wide variety of retail,
office;- industrial, medical, and entertainment centers that
provide employment, goods, and services to both regional
and local market areas: As an example, the Valencia Gate-
way consists ofsix `commerce centers, including the regional
mall; auto ma11, office; and industrial parks; contains 4,700
acres; and houses more than 5,000 businesses: Atbuild -out,
the Gateway will encompass 22.5 million square feet. The
following summary of some of the majar economic assets
in the Valley is intended to be representative of the quality
and scale of these developments, rather than a ̀complete
listing of all business projects in the planning area.

Retail Centers
Primary shopping districts' in the Valley' include the
following:

• Valencia Marketplace - a power center located west of
Interstate 5 in Stevenson Ranch, containing a variety
of big box anchor stores and supportive retail' and food
establishments;

• Westfield Valencia Town Center "- a regional shop-
p ng mall with almost 2 million square feet of retail,
restaurants, and`office`space, and a cinema complex.
fin 2008; a 300;000- square foot expansion of the mall
was approved'and construction began to add 40 new
retailers, more outdoor pedestrian plazas and seating,
and children's play areas;

• Old Town Newhall = as planned withn'the adopted
Downtown Newhall Specific Plan,'this area has poten-
tial for'growth into a prime specialty retail and dining
area with a direct rail link to'Los Angeles;

. The Valencia Auto Center - home to over 20 auto dealer
brands located in central Valencia;
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• 'The'Flaza at Golden Valley - a lifestyle center on the
east side of State Route 14 of 'Golden Valley Road in
Canyon`Country, slated for 618;000 squar'e'feet of
retail space for home and discount department stores,

'restaurants, specialty retail, a fire station and clinic.

Office Parks "
Primary office parks'in the Valley are generally located
within the City adjacent to the Golden State'Freeway (Inter-
state 5) and include the following:

• Valencia Corporate Center' - an 80 acre ofTice parkwith
`l:6 million square feet of office space;

• Town Center Drive - a 23-acre of~'ice park with 395,000
square. feet of office space.

Industrial Parks
Primary industrial parks in the Valley include the
following:

• Valencia Industrial Center - a 1,Y50 acre business park
with' 10.4 million square feet of manufacturing and
warehousing space;

Rye Canyon Business Park - a 379 acre businesspark
-'with 3.1 million square feet of'office, manufacturing
-and warehousing space;'

• Gate King Industrial Park - a 203 acre business park
with 4.2 million square feet of manufacturing and ware-
housing space approved but not yet constructed;

• Valencia Commerce Center - a 1,600'acre business
park'with 12.9'million square feet of manufacturing

'and warehousing space;'

• Centre Pointe`Business'Park - a 240 acre - business
park with 4.5' million'square feet of manufacturing
and'warehousirig space.

Medical Center
The Henry Mayo Newli~Il IVlemorial Hospital'(HMNMH)
campus Tocated in west Valencia; with 750 employees,
includes a 230-bed inpatient facility, medical offices, and
ouCpafient services that provide health services to Valley
residents. The HMN1vIH medical campus currently includes
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the Santa Clarita Valley's only trauma center. The approved
15-year HMNMH Master Plan includes an additional inpa-
tient building, three medical ofTices, an-site par~Cing facili-
ties, and two helipads.

Transportation Links
The location of the Santa Clarita Valley at the confluence
of major highway and. rail corridors provides an excellent
opportunity to move both people and freight efficiently in
and out of the Valley. These. links include the fallowing:

Entertainment Center
Six Flags Magic Mountain and Six Flags Hurricane Harbor

.theme darks together attract more than 3 million annual
visitors from the national and international tourist mar-
kets with world -class roller coasters and water rides. The
,Six Flags theme parks are jointly one, of the Santa Clarita
Valley's largest employers, providing 3,900 jobs during the
summer months.

Higher Education lns «itutons
The Santa Clarita Valley is home to three colleges, with a
total enrollment of over 15,000 students and a variety of
educational progxamsproviding job training and employ-
ment development, as described below:

•. College of the Canyons (COC) - afull- service com-,
mu~nity college with an~ e}~rollment of approximately _,
16,p00 students and two locations, the East and West
Valley campuses. COC provides several award -win -
ning,programs focused on economic and workforce
development, of tie Santa Clarita Valley, including
the Center for Applied Competitive Technologies, the
Advanced Technology Incubator, the Small Business
Development Center, and additional programs that
retrain the existing workforce with marketable skill
sets taxget~d to existing business industxy,clusters.

• California Institute of the Arts (CalArts) -the nation's
first art institute to offer,Bachelors of Fine Arts and ,
Master of Fine Arts in both the visual and performing
arts,,C~lArts is dedicated to training and nurturing
the next,generation of professional artists, fostering
brilliance and innovation within the broadest context
possible.

• The Master',s College - a,private four -year liberal arts
college; a 10-year Master Plan was. approved in 2009
which will add additional. educational facilities, dor-
mitories and a new chapel /auditorium.
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Freeways - Interstate 5 provides links between tl~e Los
Angeles basin, the Sari Joaquin /Central Valley, and
northern California...State Route 14,provides access
to Palmdale and Lancaster, and to major vacation
resorts along the eastern Sierra Nevada Mountains.
Stake Route 126. provides access to the coastal areas
of Ventura County. Just: to the south of the planning

.area, Interstate 210 provides links to the San Gabriel
Valley and Inland Empire region of San Bernardino
.and Riverside Counties.

Rail - Metrolink, a service of the Southern California
Regional Rail Aixthority, is a regional rail system pro-
viding comxnuter and passenger service between the
Valley and. employment centers in the San Fernando
Valley, Los Angeles> and other areas to the south. There
are three Metrolin~C stations inn the Santa Clarita Valley,
which are served by a public bus system. In addition,
plans for a future,high- speed rail linking northern and
southern California show a route generally following
State Route 14 through the Newhall Pass. Freight rail
service is provided by Union Pacific, using the same
tracks as Metrolink. Freight rail spurs service some
of the. industrial areas of the community...

• Airports -the Valley has access to the Los Angeles
International Airport, the Bob Hope (formerly Bur-
bank /Glendale /Pasadena) Airport, and the Palmdale
Airport. The Agua Dulce Airport is also located in
the Santa Clarita Valley.

Emp6~ym~~~ Trends
From 1992 to 2005, almosfi 40,000 new jobs were created
in the Santa Clarita Valley. ,.Between 2000 and 2005, job
growth averaged abort 3,900 jobs per year. Most of this job

.growth occurred in the manufacturing,. services, retail trade,
and construction sectors.. The planning area is becom-
ing asignificant employment center in north Los Angeles
.County.



Growth in construction was due~to the rapid -.rate of devel-
opmenf in the Valley since 1990, `but construction as a
component of the economy wilf slow as the Valley builds
out and construction activities decline. More lasting are
jobs in the manufacturing sector, which has added jobs
in the Valley; this sector is involved in manufacture of
machinery, transportation equipment, and electronics.
Wholesale trade also showed an increase in job creation,
reflecting the Valley's' excellent location for warehousing
and distribution of goods.

The Services sector accounted for the greatest number of
new jobs in "the planning area, adding 18,960 new jobs
between 1992 and 2005. Nearly half of these were in Busi-
ness Services, including office workers and support staff.
Job growth in other areas included Transportation and
Utilities, and Retail Trade:.

The total number of jobs in the Santa Clarita ~7alley in 2005
was 124,200, ofwhich about 60'percenf (74,889) were located
within`tHe Cify limits. The remaining 49,311 jobs were
located in the unincorporated County areas, primarily west
of Interstate Swithin Magic Mountain, Stevenson Ranch,
and the Valencia Commerce Center'(including the Postal
Distribution Center) Major Valley employers include Six
Flags Magic Mountain, the William S. Hart School District,
Princess Cruises> the Henry Mayo Newhall`IVlemoria] Hos-
pital, H. R: Textron, and Specialty Labs.

Although the planning area -had higher job growth than
the County as a whole, average pay per worker in the Val-
leyhas been only about'75 percent of the County average.
In 2000, an average employee in the Valley earned $29,201
annually compared to $39,671` for Los Angeles County. This
may reflect the number of service workers in the Valley,
the lack of major corporate headquarters, and fewer jobs
in financial and legal services.

Ernpl~yr~ent Projections
To project future job growth; a varetyof data sources were
used to identify actual employment numbers for existing
businesses in the Valley. Based` on this data, an average
number of jobs per square foot ofnon- residential uses was
derived; this number projected an employment generation
range of one employee per approximately 550 to 725 square
feet of floor area. Staff then estimated the potential for future
construction orexpansion ofnon- residential development
on vacant and underutilized land in the planning area that

Chap~ev 2: L~r~d Use E6e~a~r~fi

is developable and designated for employment- generating
uses. Based on this analysis, staff estimated that over 59
million square feet of new commercial, industrial and/
or institutional space could be built within the Valley. (It
should be noted that the actual number may fluctuate
based upon floor areas of new construction). Using the
employment generation factors and the estimated square
footage of new employment= generating uses; stafF developed
a range of estimated employment at build -out of the Land
i7se 1VIaps of the City's General Plan and the' County's Area
Plan: The estimated number of new jobs under build -out of
the City's General Plan and the County's Area Plan'ranges
from 98,322 to 128,850. Added to exlsfiriglobs within the
Valley, the total number of jobs in the planning area is
estimated to range from 217,91'0 to 286,254 at build -out of
the "City's General Plari and the County's Area Plan.'

Projections for C~r~merca~f and lndtastrial'
gev~lopment `
To project future commercial and industrial development,
an ad-hoc task force of staff membersrfrom the City and
County conducted a detailed analysis of tlie`planning area
according to #raffic analysis zones. This task force reviewed
data from multiple sources, including existing geographic
information system (GIS) data layers; existingandproposed
zoning, existing and proposed General and Area Plan land
use designations, property subdivisions, existing develop-
mctit ~atterns> pending development applications; approved
planning entitlements, topographic and environmental
constraints, and other relevant information. the method-
ologyused -by staff to develop these detailed development
projections involved the following steps:

1.' Staffprepared projections for each traffic analysis zone
(TAZ) contained in the traffic model. For purposes of
traffic modeling; a TAZ rs a portion of land within the

`planning aria in'which certain'land uses have been
designated, the development of which is expected to
generate new vehicle trips to serve future development.
Only undeveloped orunder - utilized land is expected
to contain future developmenYYhat wi11'generate new
vehicle trips. Therefore; each TAZ must' lie analyzed to

'determine the percentage of land that s'already fully
built -out, and the amount of land that is available for
new development or rebuilding. There are 455 TAZs
in the planning area's traffic model.
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2. $tallcompared each TAZ with a current aerial photo-
graph and Planning Department records to determine
the amount of developable land in each one. Land was
considered to be developable if it was vacant or under-
utilized,privately owned, appropriately designated and
zoned, and free of major constraints such as ridgelines
and floodways.

3. For undeveloped and under - utilized land within each
TAZ, staff estimated the projected actual build -out
capacity under the draft Land Use Map, considering
historical development trends, parcelization, surround-
ingdevelopment, access, topography, drainage patterns,
infrastructure capacity, and similar site constraints.

4. The result of this analysis :was. anestimated -build -out
capacity:for each TAZ in terms of commercial and
industrxa~ develo~me~t potential (square footage). The
estimated build -,out capacity for the entire,planning
area is 40,$96,590 sgixare feet of of commercial space
and 40,735,960 square,feet of industrial space.

The projections generated from the TAZ analysis represent
staff's best efforts to achieve a realistic vision of actual
commercial and industrial development potential for the
plapnit~g area. In,preparing the One. Valley Qne Vision
commercial and industrial development projections, staff
acknowledged that portions of the planning area _are already
largely developed and that the Area Plan is not based on
a "clean slate" of vacant, undeveloped land. ,Existing uses
and development patterns must be recognized in planning

.for new uses.

.For purposes of a,theoreticaT comparison, the TAZ analysis
could be compared to the "worst case" commercial and

.industrial build -out projections of the Area Plan land use
map. The worst case scenario assumes that all existing uses
are subject to demolition, reconstruction, or intensifica-
tion to achieve the maximum density allowed by the land
use map. For commercial and industrial uses, maximum
density; is established by the: calculation of floor to area
ratios (FARs). ,An FAR is the total floor area. of a building
to the: area of land on which the building is located. The
Area Plan specifies a maximum density of 1.O FAR for the
General Commercial (CG) and Light Industrial (IL) land
use designations and a maximum density of 2.0 FAR for the
Major Commercial (CM) and Industrial Office (IO) land
use designations. Because many areas of the Santa Clarita

33

Valley have been developed within the last 20 years that
have useful life -spans of 50 years of longer, staff determined
that it would be unreasonable to assume that all existing
development would be replaced with new development at
the higk~est possible density allowed by the land use map.
For #his reason, the "worst case" scenario under the land
use plan was not used as the basis for commercial and
industrial build -out projections. Instead, the TAZ analysis
described above formed the basis for reasonable build -out

,projections.

fobs /Flousir~g ~aBa~ns
The jobs /housing balance compares the available housing
and available jobs within a community. Currently, over half
of employed Valley residents must travel out.. of the Valley
to work. In 2000, the Valley had ajobs- household ratio of
0.88; as compared to the County -wide ratio of 1.43; jobs
per household.. By 2008, the Valley's .jobs /housing ratio
was estimated to range from 1,3 to 1,5 jobs per household.
Achieving ajobs /housing balance can significantly reduce
.the total number of vehicle trips on the road network and
provide greater quality, of life for residents. Improving the
jobslhousing balance requires planing for the location,
intensity, and nature of jobs and housing in order to encour-
age areduction in vehicle trips and miles traveled, ;and a
corresponding increase in the use of mays tzansit and alter-
native transportation methods such as bicycles, carpools,
and walking. Strategies include locating higher - density
housing near employment centers, promoting infill devel-
opment,promoting transit- a~'iented development, actively
recruiting businesses that wild utilize the local workforce,
developing a robust telecommunications infrastructure

.(including broadband,service to homes and businesses),
developing workforce skills consistent with evolving,local
economies, and providing affordable housing opportunities
within the community.

Using projected estimates of employment and residential
development allowed bythe Land Use.Maps. of the City's

.General Plan;and the .County's Area Plan, it is estimated
that the jobs - housing ratio within the Santa Glarita Valley
will maintain a minimum of 1.5 jobs,per household and
could approach nearly 2;1 depending on development trends.
The. City and. County have identified a; goal of achieving at,
least 1.5 jobs per household, as stated in the policy section
of this Element.



Ec~nemic Deeel~pen~ Efforts
The term economic development as used in the context of
this Land Use Element describes efforts bythe -City and the
County to promote land use planning that enhances the
local economy of the'Santa Clarita Valley, by expanding
job creation, provision of goods and serviEes to both retail
and wholesale' consumers, movement of gods, diversifi-
cation of the economic base, enhancement of land values,
attracfiori of new businesses to the area; and retention
and expansion of existing businesses within the'Valley.
Although successful economic development will benefit
local jurisdictions byenhancing the local tax base; this is
not the primary consideration for these efforts. The City
and County understand that economic vitality is necessary
to ensure the health -and well -being of Valley 7esidents.

In 2U06> the City obtained approval of a State'of California
`' Enterprise Zone designation' as one of 42 designated zones

throughout the State: The Santa Clarita Enterprise'Zone
designation became effective July i, 2007 and will remain in
effect'for 15 years. The designation provides for tax credits
for qualifying businesses that can substantially reduce their

"State income tax obligation.

The City fias formed a Redevelopment Agency,'w th the
City Councl' acting as the'Agency Board of Directors.
The Redevelopment Agency'has designated a Redevelop-
ment Projecf Area and adopted a Redeveloprilent Plan for `' .

`this area, which generally includes about 913 acres within
' Downtown Newhall; along Main Street, and south of L"yons

` Avenue. T}ie Agency funded` the preparation of the Down- ``
town Newhall Specific`Plzn and is undertaking roadway and.
infrastructure improvements in the -area pursuant fo the
adopted plan. During'the life'of the Redevelopment Plan, `
the'Redevelopment Agency expects approximately 1,780
housing units will be either constructed or rehabilitated
within the Redevelopment Area.

The City of Santa Clarita's Economic Development mis-
Sion is to aid` n the economx~ growth of the Santa Clarita
Valley'by fostering and encouraging responsible economic'
development'opportunities that result in: 1) a jobs /housing

"balance established through quality employment opportu-
nit es for residents; 2} an economic base through increased `'

'' sales tax generation; and 3) economic wealEh by attracting
external monies to the local economy.

C~rapt~e 2: L~~d Use Ele~en~

In working towards ajobs /housing'balance, the City and
County have targeted four main industry clustersfor expan-
son inthe Santa Clarifa Valley - Entertainment; Aerospace,
Biomedical, 'and Technology, further described below.

• Entertainments According to a 2005 ̀ Labor Base
Analysis compiled by Alfred Gobar and Associates,
approximately 6,600 Santa Clarita residents currently
work in the film industry and approximately 58 percent
of those workers commute out of the'Valley for work.
The Valley is home to offer 20 sound stages that serve
as the ongoing production homefor several 'television
shows as well as hosting'temporary filmngfor movies,
commercials, and musicvideos

• Aerospace: With existing employers sucH as Aerospace
Dynamics, IT'T Aerospace Tecfinologres, and HR Tex-
tron,the future is`briglt for aerospace advancement in
the Santa Clarita Valley. Through a partnership with
College` of the'Canyons local aero`space'companies
in the Valley have been able to'train new`and retrain
existing employees. This training partnership has

'produced a collaboration model that is recognized
'statewide for its innovation.

• BomedicaL• Several companies have relocated to the
Santa Clarita Valley since 2000 that specialize in bio-
medicaland life sciences, creating a biomedical cluster
in the Valley'w th companies such as 1V1ann B omedi-
ca1, Advanced Bionics, Specialty Laboratories, Boston
Scientific, BioNess,` Celestis, and more: Many of these
businesses are located in the Mann Biomedical'Park,
located in the Rye Canyon Business Park. The Valley
is now home to' more than' 1,100 biotechnology jobs,
and there are'opportunties for'co~itinued job growth
iri this clean industry to creafe'high paying jobs for
residents' of the' Valley.

`. Technology: A unique feature ofthe Santa Clarifa Val-
ley'sbusiness environment is the locaton'of athriving
business `disfrict The` Valencia'Gateway hosts nearly
1;500 companies and 45;000 employees,making tthe
largest and fastest growing center for business, tech-
nology,'andindustry in Los Angeles County. Three of
Southern`California's premier technology companies
merged in 2005 to offer audio; video, and information
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technology services: to businesses, homeowners and
homebuilders, -all: under one;. roof, with the:, creation
of Access Tech, Inc. in Valencia:

In order to reach the goal of enhancing and expanding the
local economic base, the City and County work to attract
and retain, businesses in the retail, restaurant, and enter-
tainment sectors that Santa Clarita Valley residents wish
to patronize, thereby reducing sales tax leakage to other
areas outside the Valley.

To generate economic wealth from external sources, the
City and the County target two primary opportunities:,
location filming and: visitor. attraction: These efforts are
described below:

• The City of Santa Clarita launched its Film Office in
2002 to increase filming in the .Santa Clarita Valley
and to brand;the Valley as one of Los Angeles County's
most filmed and film -friendly azeas. Santa Clarita has
several advantages fox the. film industry, including a
varied landscape;suitable to depict international and
domestic locations as well as being located within
the 30-mile zone of several: studios,and production

;companies. Despite statewide loss of filming to other
states and, countries in recent years, the Santa Clarita
Valley -has been able to increase location filming. In
2007, location filming contributed:over $2Q niillon to
the local economy.;,

In addition.to the touristattractions of Six Flags .Magic
Mountain and Six Flags; Hurricane Harbar theme
parks, the City focuses on visitor attractions through
event tourism. The City sponsors or supports several
special events throughaut,the;year to attract visitors
who positively impact the local economy without
increasing need for .public services. Some of these..
events, include the, AT&T Champzons;Golf Classic,,
the Amgen Tourof California cyclingxace, the Cow-
boy Festival, and adult and youth sport fiournaments.
These events .along with ..the two,:,theme :parks in the
Valley draw more than 3 million business,and tourist
travelers annually to the Valley.
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IX: URBAN CORM, COMMUNITY DESIGN,
AND`CITY BEAUTIFICATION

The-legal basis for all land use regulation isthe police power
_ granted to cities and counties to protect the public health,
safety, and welfare of their residents. Justice William O.

;Douglas, speaking for the Supreme Court on;this matter,
wrote;

The concept of the publicwelfare is broad and inclu-
siye..,the values }t represents are spiritual as well as
physical, aesthetic as well as monetary. ;It is within
the power. of the ~eg~slature to determine that the
community should be beautiful as well as healthy,
,spacious as well as clean,well balanced as well as
carefully patrolled..(Berman a Parker, 348 U. S, at
33) ,

As noted aboge, the .authority._ granted to local planning
,agencies has been interpreted by the Supreme Court as
extending to land use regulation for the.purpose of creating
an attractive, aesthetically pleasing comnnunity,character.
In 2004, -the California Legislature codified tktis authority
by, adopting the following legislation:

The text and diagrams in the Land Use Element that
address. the, location and gxtent of land uses, and the
zoning,ordinances that implement these provisions,
may also express connmunity,intentions regarding
urban form and design. ;These expressions may'
differentiate neighborhoods, districts, .and corri-
dors, provide fora mixture ofland ixses and housing
types within each, and provide;specific measures
for regulating relationships between buildings,. and
between buildings and outdoor public arias, includ-
ing streets. (California Government Code Section

::65302.4)

The City of Santa Clarita has; adopted:the Community Char-
~cter and.Design G.uideli~es:(2009) -,and a Beautification
Master,Plan (2001), which contain design guidelines for.
individual,dev~lopm~nt projects and;far overall:commu-
nity:design. During the One Valley One'Vision planning
effort undertaken by the City and the; County to develop
consistent Plans for the Santa: Clarita Valley; much discus-
sionfocused onthe urban form and design characteristics

.desired throughout the Valley; ..



Urban form refers to the combination of individual elements
in the built environment which together make up the. cities
and neighborhoods in which we live; work, play, and travel:
the houses, schools, parking lots, shopping centers, streets,
parks'busii~ess centers, offices and public buildings which
together create urban places. The idea of urban form can be
considered at varying scales bf development At the largest
scale, the distrib'utiori of land uses and open space within
the Valley can be considered one aspect of urban form.
At the smallest scale, within the context of an individual
development site, urban form can describe the placement of
a Building on a lot, the location of parking'and access, and
the height and massing of thebuilding relative`to -:the street.
Atamintermediate ccale,urban form can describe the physi-
cal relationship`s befween neighborhoods and streets, and
befween re'sid`ential aridmon- residential uses. Urban form
is partly determined`by natural features in the area, such
as rivers, mountains, lakes and forests. Urbatr form also
results from thousands of small, incremental decisions made
overmany years, each decision adding a building, parking
lot, or other feature'to the urban landscape. Sometimes
these'decisioris result iii unintended consequences- that
are'riot recognized until much later.' Urban planners use
terms` such as' density; concentration, centrality, diversity,
mixed use, connectivity, and proximity to define aspects
of urban form.

Community design is a term often used by planners to refer
to th'e overall style and- "look" of a community; based on
predominant architectural 'styles, landscape materials, use
of signs, streetlights and street furniture, and other aspects
of the built environment that convey a visual message
about the community's setting; history, and character. For
example, mountain~communities often encourage nse of
gable- roof designs and architecture f~pical of European
mountain areas; desert communities often emphasize use
of adobe- style'southwestern'mofiifs'; and'California Mis-
sion communities often promote Mission -style buildingsr
Collectively, these elements are referred as the "community
design" of the -area: Eden communities that do not `have
specific design themes such as Alpine, Mission, or South-
west; often develop a general design` style based on prevalent
development trends in -the region. Cities that have rio com-
munitydesign standards risk losing a particular community
identity, as corporations and franchises that use standard
building plans tend to construct the same big boxes chain
store`s; and fast food restaurants throughout their service
area. Loss of communit}~ identity has been criticized by
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urban`planners and social critics in recent `years, most
notablyin James Howard Kunstler's'book T{ie Geography of
Nowhere, which labels many modern cities as "depressing,
brutal, ugly, unhealthy, and spiritually degrading ".

City beautification; as used in fine Cifiy's master` plan, refers
to'the City of Santa Clarita's efforts to enHaiice'publirspaces
such as streets, gateways, public buildings; and plazas with
landscaping, ligHYing, signage and'`otlier'inprovements,
in order to eliminate blight and beautify -the city. Beau-
tification also includes ongoing maintenance of these
improvements.

A summary of how the Area Plari' deals with urban form,
community design, and beautification in the Santa Clarita
Valley is provided below.

Urban Farnn
At a macro scale,`lookirig at "the distribution`of land uses
throughout the Santa Clarity Valley, development has been
shaped by ttie National Forest lands occupying the moun-
tain ranges fo the north, east; and south of Valley commu-
nities> The Land Use Maps for the City's General Plan and
the County's Area Plan have reinforced the concentration
ofrurban land uses within central' portion§ of the Valley
by designating significant'areas of'open space'and rural
residential uses between more developed' areas and the
National Fare'st lands: The intent'of ~~ese`d'esignations
is to maintain urban uses within the flatter portions of
the Valley that have access to infrastructure, roads, and
public facilities, and to minimize encroacliinenf of urban
development'into hillside areas. The overall urban form
has also preserved open space near the Santa'Clara River
throughout most of'the Valley, in order to'protect water
quality and provide scenic .views,' recreational trails, and
habitat preservation.

At the intermediate scale, or neighborhood level of urban
form, the City's General Plan'and the County's Area Plan
provide opportunities in some areas to create more urban
environments with mixed uses, walkable pathways, and
ready access to public transit. Residential' densities and
building heights in these areas have-been increased to
promote additional housing opportunities in proximity to
supportive commercial and public services. In particular,
the areas around -rail commuter stations in Newhall and
Saugus have been designated through Specific Plans with
denser mixed uses to promote transit - oriented development,

36



Los Ang~~~s Cot~taty ~~n#~ Clarity Valley Area Ptah

as suggested by SCAG in the Compass 2%Strategy discussed
in Section IV, above. The urban form desired in these areas
is called Transit - Oriented Development (TOD), which is
defined asmoderate- to high- density development located
within an easy walk of a major transit stop, generally with
a mix of residential, employment, and shopping opportu-
nities. TOD encourages walking and transit use without
excluding the automobile. TOD card be new construction
or redevelopment of one or more buildings whose design
and orientation facilitate transit use. Benefits of a well-
designed, vibrant TOD neighborhood include increased
transit ridership and decrease of vehicle trip; provision
of mobility,choices; increased public safety; reduction in
,household income devoted to transportation cost; reduced
air .pollution and energy, consumption; conservation of
resources and open, space; enhanced economic develop-
ment; and increased housing supply. ;

In ordez to promote, TOD, policies have ,been included,in the
urea Plan that encourage supportive dex~sities,.a mix of land
uses, and design characteristics which. may include but are
not limited to, higher residential density, reduced parking
requirements, traffic calming strategies, street patterns with
smaller blocks,and high: connectivity, and architecture that
orients buildings to sidewalks, plazas and paxks, rather than
to parking loXs. Within the planning area, transit- Qriented
develppment is planned in proximity, to the Metroli~k sty- In keeping with the Valley of Villages concept, each neigh-
tions indowntown Newhall, Valencia, and Canyon Country borhood or community within the City may define the com-
(at thepermanent.east- Valley station location). munity characteristics that are considered appropriate for

that area. For example,. residents in Canyon Country have
endorsed rustic and natural building styles with emphasis
on materials. such as ~yood, ,stone, and enhanced paving.
Design standards specific to Sand Canyon- and Placerita
Canyon have been included in the City's Zoning Ordinance,
and will remain in p1aGe. Because of its historical character,
development in Newhall is subject to a Special Standards
District and.the Downtown Newhall Specific Plan standards.
Saugus,,an area that is largely,developed but may experience
rebuilding over time, is,seeking renovation of its oldertom-
mercial areas with more architectural detailing. Valencia,
with the largest commercial and industrial areas in the city,
is also the site. of more modern multi -story development and
contemporary designs. Although Valencia is "nearly built
out, any new development within the remaining industrial
portions of Valencia will be required to:follow the City's
design guidelines.

• The strength or vibrancy of activity centers and down-
#own areas;

• Accessibility of tk~e street network;
Residential density; and

• 'Ilse mix of homes, jobs,. and services at the neighbor-
hoodlevel

In general, areas with vibrant commercial areas, accessible
and walkable street networks, higher,residential densities,
and mixed:uses can, avoid .the::urban.formscharacteristic
of urban sprawl. Sprawl is created; by both, transporta-
tion and land use patterns; tk~erefore, both issues must be
addressed in order to avoid thenegativejeffects of this urban
form.:.Policies. have .been included in both the Land Use
and. Circulation Elements to address this issue.

~on~r~u~i~y Design
According to the City of Santa ~larita's Architectural Design
Guidelines, "no single architectural theme is being pro-
moted, but rather the emphasis is xo promote variety...
Caution should be exercised when considering architectural

.styles that have recently become popular (i.e, 'trendy'),
but lave not yet stood the test of time., In addition, his-
toric styles that cannot be faithfully replicated should be

.avoided:'

At the scale,of site - specific development, the Area Plan
contains policies to encourage the maintenance of neigh-
borhood character in tie various~illages thxgughout the
planning area, and to ensure that each new development
incarporates measures for pedestrian accessibility, multi-
mod~l opportunities, water conservation and quality, energy

..conservation, and otHer simila~.measures.., ,

Throughout all elements and policies of the Area Plan, the
focus has been to, avoid the negative effects of urban sprawl.
Urban sprawl has been described by O,liyer Gillham in The
Limitless City,as "a form of urbanization distinguished by
leapfrog patterns of ,development, cgmmerc~al strips, low
density, separated land.uses, automobile dominance, and a
minimum of public open space:' Urban sprawl is a function
of the, following factors:
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Wifhi~ the Countyportion'of the planning area; the "design
standards for Newhall Ranch are outlined in the adopted
Specific Plan. The Community Standards Districts adopted
by Los Angeles County will'mainYain desired`design char -
acteristics in Agua Dulce, Castaic; and San Francisquito
Canyon.

City ~~autificatian `;
Because the City and' County are working together to pro -
mote'comprelensive planning for the Santa Clarita Valley,'
opportunities exist'for the One Valley One`Vision` effort

' fo identify means of preserving and enhancing the scenic
environment`through acommon approach to streetscape
design and landscaping along arterial streets and'high-
ways and major gateways: In addition, preservation and
enhancement of significant ridgelines, hillsides, and the
Santa Clara River provide opportunities for beautification
efforts' throughout the' Valley:

Streetscapes along Major Arterials
In its~Beautification Plan, the' City has identified a goal of
providirig`laridscaped`riiedianswithin major arterial road -
ways; in order'to provide aesthetic appeal, "control vehicle
circulation, calm traffic; and provide'area for directional
and traffic signs. Specifically, the following. arterials are `
identified for landscapemedian enhancement:

• Via Princessa
• Santa Clarta Parkway
• ' Soledad Canyon Road
'• RoadRailroad Avenue

Newhall Ranch Road (Cross -Valley Connector)
Lyons Avenue

• Sierra Highway
Bouquet Canyon"Road

Standardized, drought- tolerant pl "ant palettes along with
decorative concrete are desired in the medians, ~tvhich will
help'to enhance and' unify tle" community. "Policies and
implementation measures have been included in this Ele -'
ment to'promote "coordination between the City and County
on uniform approaches to streetscape design, including
plant materials, hardscape, and street furniture.

`Unified Sign Program and Street Furniture
Another area in which the City and County can coordinate
.beautification efforts is provision of unified signs, especially
for regional trails, trail heads, open space and preserve areas.

~h~ptgr ~:iand Use Elemerst

In addition, consistent street furnfnre such as bus shelters,
benches and trash cans can be used to unify streetscapes
throughout the Valley.

Both'the "City and the County will continue to require new
development to provide utilities underground, in order to
avoid the visual effects of overhead' lines. In addition, the
two agencies may coordinate'on" undergroundirig projects
for major arterials where appropriate:

Preservation of Significant Ridgelines ,Hillsides, and Scenic
Resources'
The'Santa Clarita Valley is characterized by numerous
canyons, hills; and mountains. Theplanning`area consists
of a mountainous complex of,sedimentary rock formations,
dissected by long, narrow tributary'valleys of the Santa
Clara River. T1~e Va11ey'floor, which ranges in elevation
£rom 1,000 to 3,000 feet above sea level, is surrounded by
mounfain ranges;. including the San Gabriel; Santa' Susana,
and Sierra Pelona ranges. About'half of the planning`area
consists of larid'on`slo~es of 10 percent or less, with the
remaining area containing steeper slopes.

Both'tfie City and the County have recognized the hillside
areas of tlie'Valley to be important "resources and have
adopted hillside rnanagement`regulatons to restrict devel-
opment on steeper'slopes;' but the cu"r"rent hillside ordi-
narices of the two agencies differ as to both process and
intent. The County's ordinance applies to average slopes
of 25 percent and greater, while the City regulates develop-
ment onareas with' anaverage -cross slope of greaten than 10
percent. The ordinances also vary in terms of development
requirements for hillside areas. While both the City and
the Countiy regulate °density of development based'upon
slope steepness, the`City's ordinance also regulates build-
ingplacement topreserve des gnated'ridgeliries.' Although
County policies do' not prohibit building placement on
ridgelines, tie County has adopted ridgeline development
sta'nd'ards in the Castaic Area Community Standards Dis-
trict'(CSD)'andthe San Francsquto Canyon CSD,'and the
County's hillside ordinance is intended to protect hillsides
from environmental degradation'; preserve public safety
and property; and maintain `the natural topography to the
extent possible. The'Gounty figs prepared Hillside Design
Guidelines (1989) to assist developers in preparing•plans
for hillside areas, but these are advisor j~' only.' The County's
hillside ordinance requires no discretionary review for new
development below density thresholds. The City's ordinance
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requires preservation of natural topographic features; des- have .tended to focus more on other aspects: of the urban
ignated ridgelines, maintenance of off -site and on-site views, environment such as zoning regulation, design guidelines,
and;landform grading. provision of infrastructure, and economic development.

:Recently, however,: several, studies have raised: concerns
about the link between health and tl~e urban environment,
_particularly the effects of urban sprawl.: These studies cite
increasing cases of obesity, diabetes, asthma, cancer, depres-
sion, and other ills` that appear, to be related to thelifestyle
in modern urban. areas.' , In .the. book Ur&an Sprawl and
Public Health, the authors ask:

Sensitive treatment of the Valley's prominent hillsides and
ridgelines is considered to be important for several reasons.
These features contribute. to the character of the Valley of
Villages by forming a distinctive backdrop between neigh- ,
;borhood communities.. Theyprovide a scenic open;space
greenbelt around the perimeter of the Valley aid provide
residents with a connection to the natural mountain envi-
ronment. Inaddition, asthe supply of land in level portions
of the.Valley diminishes,: the development pressure for

;;building in hillside areas is:,likely to increase.. Therefore,
itwas considered to be important in:the.One: Valley.One
Visionplanning effort to reach agreement between the City
and the County on a coordinated approach to ridgeline
preservation and hillside protection; and policies have been
added to the Land Use Element to address xhese issues.

Preservation of the Santa Clara. River as an .Ecological Resource
The Santa Clara River traverses the entire Valley and repre-
sents'ajoint opportunity to preserve and plan for the pro -
tection and enhancement of this significant resource. Los
Angeles County has designated over 40,000 acres adjacent
to the Santa, -Clara River as a Significant Ecological Area,

<which encompasses the. surface- and subsurface.: hydrol-
ogy ofthe river from its headwaters to the western county
border. As the last unchannelized river in; Los Angeles
County, the Santa Clara River represents opportunities to .>
support diverse wildlife and vegetation communities. In
some areas of the Valley open space and trails are provided ,
adjacent to the river, and future plans for Newhall Ranch
will;preserve xhe river corridor in that project.: Land use ;
policies have been included.to require that future. planning
in both City and County areas adjacent to the river consider
the scenic and environmental qualities of this resource,
with the goal of creating a continuous greenbelt along the
river;to the extent feasible,

~' 1 ' ~: ~ ~ ~ (~

'Throughout much of the last sixty years, a period that has
seen substantal;growth im: suburban areas, the xelation-
ship between:: city planning and public health has often
received little emphasis in local land use policies. Planners
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What is life Iik~ in the expanding metropolitan,
areas? It is automobile - oriented; many young.
families live in neighborhoods with neither side-
walks nor walkable destinations; It is transient;
most Americans: cannot live in the same cpmmunity
throughouttheir lives and.grgw odd with friends
from school or child- rasing;years. It lacks diyer-
sty in homogeneous,subdivisions, many children
grow up never befriending ar even meeting anybody
from a lower social class or, ,for that natter, from a
wealthier social class. It is restrictive; many young

;people without driving licenses- or.cars,living in
subdivisions without shops, community centers,
and public transportation, are bored and alien-
ated..As we ,age and reach the point where we no
longer should be driving, there are few options such
as walkable town centers with - nearby services and
user -friendly transit, a matter of growing concern to
the baby l~oomer;generation.'

Post -World War II actions :of the federal government that
led to creation of sprawling suburbs around American, cities,
including funding of freeway, construction and provision
of,home mortgage lending,guarantees> were:ntended to
promote.,adequate housing, :jobs,:. and healthy lifestyles.
However, some of the unintended consequences of suburban
development,arebow being recognized:, Increased use,of the
automobile for: commuting between suburban residential
areas and-urban job centers has raised air pollution levels
significantly, leading to rising;rates of respiratory illness
and contributing to climate change. Increased paving over
native vegetation and soil to create streets anti parking lots
has resulted in more stormwater runoff and less infiltration
of surface. water into the :water tables, causing increased

1 See Urban Sprawl and public Mealth: gesic~ninc~, planning, and 9uilding for Meaithy C.om-
munitles, E~y tdoward Frun~ kin, i.awrence Frmik, and Richard Jarksan, island Press, Washington,
2004, fpranextensivelaibliuyraphyonthesubjecC
2 0~~. clt., pave xlil,



water pollution and flood control needs. Lengthy com-
mutes by parents to out -of -town jobs takes away valuable
time with their children. Young: people and senioYS' with-
out access to- vehicles become isolated. Increased energy
use for gasoline, aril for heating and'cooling of inefricient
building construction, has increased our dependence on
fossil fuels: 'Sedentary'lifestyles contribute to epidemics
of obesity, diabetes` grid associated diseases: "In addition,
urban environments dominated by'aufomol~ile use are
often unsightly.

According to the U. S Green Building Council; new develop -
ment'can -affect ecosystems in many ways, including land
con"sumption habitat destruction, and increased erosion.

"The impacts of increased impervious surfaces to`stormwater
runoff should be controlled to mimic natural conditions
and protect water quality...Heat from the sun is absorbed by
buildings and paved'surfaces`and is radiated back, increas-
ing temperatures iri surrounding areas. External lighting
systems may cause light' pollution'to the night sky and
interfere with nocturnal ecology. "3

New development also affects the environment ba§ed on the
need and options for travel to and from the site. According
to the `Federal' Bureau of Transportation Statistics, vehicle
use in the United.. States nearly tripled, from 1'to 2.85 tril-
lion`miles per year; between 1970 and 2002.' Vehicles are
responsiblefor approximately 20 percent of U S. greenhouse
gas emissions annually: Vehicle fuel consumption and emis-
sions contribute to climate change, smog; and particulate
pollution, all of which have negative impacts on human
health. The infrastructure- required to support vehicle
travel' {parking and roadway surfaces, service stations, fuel
distribution networks, etc:)' increases the consumption of
land and nonrenewable resources, alters storm water flow,
and absorbs'heat energy exacerbating heat island effects.

The use of zoning to separate land uses by allocating differ=
ent uses within dift'erent areaswas intended to create more

'orderly and organized cities: In the early years of the 1900's,
zoning was used and suppoftedby the Courts to separate
residences from noxious industrial uses. Iri the -One [ral-
ley One Vision planning effort, the City and County have
addressed the public health issues associated with urban
sprawl and separation of land uses through -the Land Use
Maps and policies found in all of the Elements of the City's

3 U. S. Green Building Coancii, LEED-NC (New Conshuction) Version 2.`I. Reference (';uide,
2006, page 79.
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General Plan and the County's Area Plan; The Land' Use
Maps of the City's'General Plan and'the County's Area Plan
have been designed to limit urban uses' witfiin rural and
hillside areas in order to preserve a greenbelt around the
developed portions of the Sarita Clarita Valley and promote
infill'development tyithinthe urban core areas. Upportuni-

f.~3a
ties to -mix compatible service`uses with residential -uses are
provided within all -rural and `urban residential land use
designations; subject to agency review: Commercial land use
designations`will allotyinclusion ofmulti- family residential
uses; where appropriate. Mixed- use"designations Have been
included for transit- oriented urlian areas,'underutilized
commercial corridors, and neighborhood village'areas.
Emphasis has been placed on higher'residential densities
near transit centers to limit =dependence on the automobile
and promote non- moto~'iaed transportation methods, and
policies have been included'to ensure that public health
factors such as walkability are considered in all aspects of
design review for future development projects.

XI. COORDINATION OF LA~ID,USE PLAN
ONITH RESOURCES AND OTHER AGENCIES

In addition to the issues identified in the preceding sections,
State law requires that'a Land Use Element be coordinated
with other agencies to ensure that adequate resources and
support services'will'be provided in the planning area to
support build - out of the designations shown on the'> Land
Use'1vlap. A-summary of how the land use element has
addressed =these issues follows.

~'a~~r Availability
The Castaic Lake Water'Agency (CLWA) was formed in 1962
for the purpose of contracting with the California` Depart-
ment of Water Resources {DW R} Yo provide a supplemental
supply of imported water to the water purveyors in the
Valley. GLWA serves an area of 195 square. miles in Los
Angeles and Ventura Counties, and whalesales'imported
water to local retail water purveyors through an extensive
transmission ppelinesystem. In 2005, the retail water.
purveyors served about 65,800 connections.

The California Urban Water Planning Act requires water
utilities with .more than 3,000 connections to update and
submit an Urban Water Management>Plam (UWMP) every
five years. In 200'5;the Castaic Lake Water Agency (CLWA)
prepared an UWMP that included CLWA and four local
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retail water purveyors that provide retail water service to
customers in the Santa Clarita Valley: CLWA Santa Clarita
Water Division;: Newhall County Water. District; Valencia
Water Company; and Los Angeles County, Waterworks
District No. 36 (whichparticipated euenthough it has fewer
than 3,000 connections). The UWMP was prepared for a
25-year period, from 2005 - 2030. Growth projections for
this planning period were based on the One [alley One
Vision planning_ effort: jointly. undertaken by the City and
County..

Watear, resources available to CLWA and the retail water
purveyors include wholesale (imported) water supplies from
the State Water Project (SWP); local groundwater supplies
from the Alluvium and Saugus Formation aquifers; and
transfers, exchanges, and groundwater banking programs..

_..The use of recycled water is also,an important component of
the districts',water management planning. The UWMP also
details plans for short -term contingencies such as droughts,
earthquakes, or service interruptions.

.The 2005 Urban Water Management Plan adopted for the
Valley's water providers concluded that adequate water
would be available to serve projected growth through year
2030. However, a subsequent 2007 federal court decision to

..protect habitat in the threatened Sacrar~enfio -San Joaquin
Delta curtailed SWP allocations for 200$-09. SWP reduc-
tions may pe experienced in future years if habitat condi-
tions for the. Delta smelt and ether endangered species
are not improved. ~n order to address potential future
reductions of SWP allocations, the local water districts

.are currently working to update the UWMP far the Santa
Clarity Valley..

The districts axe.. also developing additional plans and pro-
grarr~s to ensure long -term water supply for the Valley in
fyture planning periods beyond,yeax 2030. According to
the 2005 UWMP, the districts. are aggressively implement-
ing water audits /repairs, public outreach, conservation
pricing, residential plumbing retrofit, residential,ultra -low
flush toilet replacement, large landscape conservation, and
conservation programs for .commercial, industrial, and

:institutional uses. In addition, the CLWA has explored
opportunities for water exchanges, water banking, and
conjunctive use.: (the coordinated:operation of multiple water
supplies to achieve improved supplyxeliability).
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CLWA has also. developed plans for use of recycled water to
meet long -term water supply needs. Currently, wastewater
from the two water reclamation plants operated. by the
County Sanitation Districts is.treated to tertiary levels and
discharged to the Santa Clara River. Recycled water from
the Valencia reclamation plant has been used for landscape
irrigation (including Westridge Golf Course) and construc-
tion. The Newhall Ranch development is also planning to
construct a water recycling facility, .and water is available
from .oilfield production. By 2030, CLWA projects. that

,17,400 acre -feet per year of recycled water will be available
for landscaping purposes. However, more infrastructure
will be needed in order to deliver this water to end users.

Two major factors that affect water usage are weather and
.water conservation. Historically, the, districts,have found
that when the weather is hot and dry, water usage increases.
During the 1987-1992 drought period, overall water xequire-
mentsdue tothe effects of hot, dry weather were projected to
increase by approximately 10 percent. However, as a result
of extraordinary conservation measures enacted during this
period,:the overall water requirements actually decreased
by more than 10 percent. The greatest opportunity for
conservation is in developing greater efficiency and reduc-
tion inlandscape irrigation, which can represent more than
50 percent of the water demand for residential customers,
depending on lot size and amount of landscaping. The Area
Plan contains policies for conservation of irrigation water
through implementation of drought resistant landscaping
materials and irrigation techniques.

More detailed information about water supply is contained
in the Conservation and Open Space Element,of the Area
Plan.

Schools
Sever public school districts serve the Santa Glarita Valley

,planning aria, listed below:

• William $. Hart Union High School District;
Saugus Union Elementary School District; , .

• Newhall Elementary School District;
• Sulphur $.prings Union Elementary School District;
• Castaic Union School District
• Acton -Agua Dulce Unified School District; and
• Los Angeles Unified School District.



All school districts have been impacted by residential growth
over the last decade,' and all schools" are using temporary
portable classrooms to accommodate `student enrollment:
In addition to public schools,' the planning area includes
nine private schools, the Golden Oak Adult School; and
the Learning Post.

In pla'nriing for school capacity needs, school dstricfscon -'
sides two factors: "1) the addition of new d'wellin~; units
withn'their district boundaries; and 2) changes n house-
hold size due to changing demographics, which may' lead
to increased enrollment. Given the existing overcrowding '
of public schools in the planning area; anticipated growth,
and competing land use interests between schools and '`
other public'facilities, opportunities to share resources
are being explored. While some of the districts have`used
year -round academic calendars in this past, none of the dis-
tricts are using multi -track year -round education anymore
for capacity expansion, and ̀ it is unlikely to be used in the ``
future within the Santa Clarta Valley, Other methods of
expanding facility space are"being; considered, including
continued use ̀ of portable classrooms, use of fi Vo- story
buildings; use of multi- purpose rooms, shared library
faciltiies, jont'use of technological resources; andshared
recreationalfaci~ities: In addition, various funding sources ''
are being explored such as developer impact fees, state bond
proceeds, orlocal bond measures.

In general, an elementary school campus is recommended
to include a minimum of 10 riet'usable acres, middle schools
require 25 acres; and high schools require 35-40 acres. Many
i~f the existing schools in the Valley are below these recom-
mended areas:' Because of the use of portable classrooms,
outdoor play and field area is limited at many schools.

Funding for new school construction is provided by state-
wide bond measures and development impact fees. Fand-
ing to support students generated by new development is
provided through a combination of these revenue sources, `'
which may vary based on voter `approval'of bond mea-'
sures end State funding availability. 'In addition, districts
may use mitigation agreements reached with developers
to ensure construction of new schools as dwellings are
occupied.

Colleges within the planning area include the following;

~hapte~ 2: Land lls~ E~eo~ent

• College' of the Canyons (C(OC). Part of the Califor-
ria Community College System and fully accredited,
COC offers a variety of two -year degree programs
in academic and technical fields as well as access to
four year and graduate degrees through the Univer-
sty Ceri "ter. The University Center is an innovative
conceptin higher education with a mission to provide
immediate acces'sto upper - division aril graduate level
education opportunities through its affiliation with
partnering universities, -such as the University of La
Verne> Chapman, University, California State Univer-
styBakersfield, California 5tafe Universty:Northridge,
and the University of California Los Angeles: Enroll-
ment inboth COC campus locations for spring; 2008

` was 21,300 students, surpassing Che State's'enrollment
target for 2016: The`-west campus is located on 158
acres in Valencia and contains 664,623 square feet of `
building space,'ncluding a 950'seat tHeater. Recent

'additions to the Valencia campus include three new
buildings, two additions to existing buildings (the
Library and Media Arts building) and one building

'under construction (Studenti Services /Administration,
scheduled For completion in 2011). Iri'addition fo col-
legeclassrooms; COC includes facilities for the William
S. Hart Union High School District's Early College
High School (ECHS),'where students can take both

`high school and collegelevel classes in order'to gradu-
afe witH'both a higkschool diploma arid`an associate's
degree. The ECHS opened with' 85 freshman students
in 2008 and will add anew class each year.

• The College of the Canyons east campus, located on 70
acres in Canyon Country, opened in 2007 with35,000
square feet of instructional space including science labs,
computer labs, library, book store, cla §srooms, and
other facilities. The east carripusserved 3,500'sfudents
and offered more than 300 courses in its first semester.
At build -out; the east campus will se"rve nearly'10,000
atudents'and contain at least seven permarienf'multi-

'storybuildings:

• California Institute of the Arts`(Cal Arts). Cal Arts is
'the Nation's only fully accredited visual and' perform-

ng arts college and has won a national reputation as
the first'art institute to`offer Bachelor's of Fine -Arts
and Master's of Fine Arts degrees in both the visual
and performing arts. Founded through a partnership
between Walt Disney, the Los Angeles Conservatory
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of Music, and the Choinard Art Institute, the campus
is located,an a 60-acre site in Valencia. Cal Arts has a
film and entertainment focus and animation training
program., Emphasis is placed on new and experimental
work, and. students are admitted solely on the basis of
artistic ability.

. The, Master's College is a private liberal arts college
located on over 100 acres. in Placerita Canyon, and
offers 50 Bachelor of Arts and, Bachelor;of Science
degrees. Enrollment is estimated at 1,000 students.
The Master's College is planning a facility expansion ,
on the current campus.

..The challenge to provide additional school facilities,needed
to support new development will be met through on-going

.cooperation between the City, Gounty> and school districts.
Master- planned communities, such as Newhall Ranch,
provide fpr school sites and funding mechanisms in their
Specific Plans. As infill occurs inn other portions of the
planning area, hpwever, it will be necessary to .explore
all options to: alleviate over- crowding: Policies have been
included in the Area Plan to address coordination of land
use planning with school facility planning.,..

Pare
The provision of adequate park space and facilities to serve
.residents is not only required by State planning law,.but is
recognized as necessary to provide for public health and
qualitygflife. Parkland providesrecre~tionalandaesthetic
benefits as well as increased environmental quality, through
maintenance of open space, permeable land area for surface
water infiltration and percolation, trees and vegetation far
habitat, and the, economic benefits of increased property

.values. The Land Use Element is required to consider the .
number, size, and distribution of parklands and facilities to
ensure that these public amenities will be adequate to serve
the ultimate population level at build -out of uses permitted
by the Land Use Map.

Based on a 2003 GI$ inventory, thy, Valley contains. over
14,000 acres of parkland, including both local and regional
parks located within City and County areas; k~owever, much
of this parkland consists of natural open space and is not
developed for active recreational uses. There are four State
Parks located within the ~'lanning Area: Castac Lake Rec-
reation Area, Placerita Canyon State Park, Vasquez Rocks
State Park, and the Santa Glarita Woodlands. In addition,
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recreational facilities. within the Angeles National Forest
and Los Padres National Forest lands within and adjacent
to the planning area are available for public use by Val-
ley residents. ~. more detailed discussion of specific park
locations and acreage is contained in the Conservation and
Open $pace Element.

In addition to, parkland, the Valley contains an integrated
trail system traversing both City ar~d County areas and
available for use by equestrians,hikers> joggers, and cyclists.
Long-term plans call for a continuous trail along the Santa
Clara. River, tQ be completed as right -of -way is acquired.
Schools also provide land and facilities for recreational use
on a limited basis, through joint use agreements.

,.::Developed parkland in the planning area accommodates
a variety of organized. sports, including soccer, baseball,

;tennis, volleyball, basketball, and a skateboard park.. Facili-
ties also include picnic areas and playgrounds. A 58~acre
Sports Complex was constructed by the City within a former
industrial complex in 2002, with an aquatic center added in
2003. Future expansion plans include multi- purpose fields,
a second. gymnasium, the expanded skate park (which was
completed in 2009), and other amenities. The County has
constrncted.a 53-acre sports complexin Castaic. Both the

.City and County operate recreat9onal grograms,at their park
facilities. Passive recreational. areas include, conservancy
land located in Towsley Canypn and the Water Conserva-
tory Garden and Learning Center owed by, the Castaic
Lake Water Agency.

The City has adopted a standard 5 acres of parkland per
1,000 residents, and the Gpunty has.adopted a standard
of 3, acres per 1,000 residents. Based on these standards
aid without considering improvements or distribution of
,dark property, ,it may appear that the planning area has
adequate overall parkland acreage to serve the existing
population: However, much of the land designated for
parks and open space is notaccessible to residents or devel-
oped for recreational use. More parks. are needed to handle
specific recreational activities, such: as ball fields for youth,
in Qrder to better serve the existing population and future
growth. Within the City, there are only abort 1.5 to 2 acres
of developed parkland per x,000 population, and the City
has developed a separate master plan for parks to prioritize
actions needed to expand parkland and services.. Another
issue: for park development is distribution of park facilities,
as many local parks are concentrated within master planned



communities, and outlying areas have access to fewer local
parks: There is a need'for additional regionalparksthrough-
outthe Valley, as both City and County residents are active
park users in this family - oriented community.

It is anticipated that future: dedications of parkland will
be made from new developments. in the planning area as

Chapter 2: Lased Use Element

In 2008 the City Coancil approved purchase of three par-
cels on Lyons Avenue so that the' City'can move ahead
with plans to build a new public library' in Downtown
Newhall. Along with the new community center; this new
library facility is part of the plan to revitalize`Downtown
Newhall.

development occurs. 'In addition, both the -City and the In 2010, the Santa Clarita City Council voted to take over
County are planriing'for a variety of new parks to `serve operations `of the libraries located within the City limits
the growing population's recreational- needs. ' starting July 1, 2011.

The City and' County will' confinue to explore joint use
opportunities witih'school districts, utility corridors; and
other service providers and agencies to expand parkland
and recreational facilities, including trails and playfields. It
will'be critical in the future to identify sources of funding '-
andreserve lands for'future parkland'as the planning area
continues to develop, in order to provide adequate parkland
for all residents. More information about park planning is
provided in the Open Space and Conservation Element.

Libra~i~s
The County of Los Angeles operates all`public'libraries in
the planning area, including'the branches in Valencia, Can-
yon Country, Newhall,' Casfaic, at~d`Acton /Agua Dulce. In
addition, a bookmobile serves the commutiity'of VaT Verde
and the Friendly Va1Tey senior community. The County's
system contains over eight million items in its collections
and provides Trite "r - library loan programs with other local
and national libraries. Santa Clarita library branches also
maintain local and regional history collections..

Iii addition to the public libraries, schools' provide library
facilities to their students. Both Cal' Arts and The Mas-
ter's'Colrege provide liliraries' for students, and College of
the Canyons opens their library to both students and the
general pablc:

Based on the County Library's service guidelines, the' area
and number of items witliiri the Santa `Clarta branches
are not meeting service level standards. As population
increases based on growth anticipated by the Area' -Plan,
it will be necessary do increase funding to supporf'library
development: "In order to meet the library needs of new
development in the Valley, both the City and County assess
a development impact Fee for'l Mary construction, Other
funding sources include property taxes, bond measures,
and voter -approved special'taxes.

Loc~I Governm~~t 0~f'ites
Local government offices in the planning area include the
Santa Clarita City Hall and Los Angeles County Civic
Center (which includes County administrative offices and
the IVlunicipal' Court), both located in Valencia. The plan-
nirig'area also has 'offices of the County Department of
Children and Family Services, and fhe County Department
of Senior and' Social Services, which' provide services for
child welfare, emergency housing; food, domestcviolence
assistance, and referrals to other agencies. The County
Department of Pu(lic Social Service (DPSS) has an office in
Canyon Country thafprovides services for low- income and
disabled persons; homeless assistance, and aid to families
with dependent children.

Planning issues for government service providers include
providing more accessible service to`ontlying partions of
the planning area, and expansion ofser`vices as the'popula-
tio~ increases over the build -out horizon of the Land Use
Plan. Working together, the City and Countyare exploring
opportunities to maximize efficiency and provide enhanced
public service by co- locating services within a unified civic
center complex, which could include City`Hall,'County
Administrative Offices, ancl'the central Sheriff's Station.

Health Serv6tes
`' Henry Mayo Newhall`Memorial HospTtal,located in Valen-

cia, is the primary acute care hospital serving the planning
area with 230 beds for inpatient care. The hospital has
a 21-bed emergency room and is certified -for pediatrics,
outpatient 'surgery, intensive care, and obstetrics; among
other 'services.

The hospital `undertook seismic retrofitting; which'was
completed in 2002: The facility contains a Level 2 regional
trauma unit, one of 13 such centers in the County; as this is
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the only trauma center in the planning area, its maintenance
and continued financial viability xs of critical importance
to Valley residents. The Hospital is planning;for expansion,
along with additional medical office space for outpatient
services, specialized services, doctors ofrices, and hospital
administrative functions.

The Santa Clarita Convalescent Hospital in Newhall is a
99-bed facility specializing in senior care, including physi-
cal therapy and rehabil~ation.~Kaiser Fermanente operates
a facility on Tourney Road that offers family medicine,
internal medicine, obstetrics, ,gynecology, .dermatology,
optometry, endocr~nology> physical .therapy, .and a phar-
macy. Facey Medical Group is the largest medical care
provider, with six facilities throughout the Valley in Canyon
Country, Valencia,: Stevenson. Ranch.. and .Castaic, with
urgent care proq~ded at the. Valencia office. Several other
medical groups provide health care services in the plan-
ning area, including an ofFice of UCLA's Johnson Cancer
Center in Valencia. The closest medical facilities for Valley
military veterans are Wadsworth Hospital Center in West

-Los Angeles and the Sepulveda Ambulatory Hospixal.

Residents inxemote rural portions of the planning,area
generally do not have easy access to health care ser.~ices.
However, the Samuel,Dixon Family Health Center,in Val
Verde provides health care services to residents. in the north-
west portion of the planning area, and the Center also
operates x~obile clinics.-

The provision.. of emergency medical services,is divided
between basiclife support (EMT) and advanced life support

.(paramedic service), and is overseen by the Los Angeles

.County Fire, Department. All fire fighters are gained in
basic EMT, .while paramedic :units provide. advanced life
support. Private ambulance companies provide_ emergency
transportation services.

Mental health treatrne~t is available at the Henry:Mayo
Newhall Memorial Hospital psychiatric. unit, the Child and
Family Center, and through a number of family counseling
and mental health professionals. Services provided by both
private and non-profit organizations also include substance
abuse treatment, pregnancy counseling,- parenting.classes>
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programs for AIDS and other sexually;transmitted diseases,
.and programs for disabled residents and those with special
education needs.

As baby boomers age, the fastest. - growing segment of the
.population is expected to be people in the. age group 50
and, older, generating increased needs for long -term care
and gerontology services. Pximary planning: issues for the
Santa Clarita Valleywill be maintaining the trauma center,
providing more services to outlying areas, and meeting the
health needs of an aging population while maintaining
services to children and young people.

~;
~Cu~tu~~~ Arr~eni~ies
In 1996 the City of Santa Claxita, in cooperation with the

.Arts Alliance (a representative task force of arts community
leaders) undertook an initiative to identify, and address
the.community's cvlturalneeds. In .1997 the cultural task
force began Phase 1 of the Cultural Arts Master Plan, the
first o#',a two -part process, with the objective of assessing
the needs of the arts. community,. determining how arts
organizations can cooperate, and make recommendations
for future cultural arts planning.,

Facilities for performing and,visual arts are located at Cali-
fornia Institute of the Arts, Valencia High School, Hart
Performing Arts Theater, College of the Canyons (COC),
Canyon Theatre Guild, and Repertory East Playhouse in
Newhall: In addition, the City sponsors events with tempo -
xarystages in City parks. However, use of these facilities by
tie general public is limited, and there is a lack of exhibition
space for visual arts display. ,

'The City is the largest individual cultural arts provider, offer-
ing avariety of programs including the Cowboy Festival,
Summer,Concerts in the P,arks,.Street Arts Festival, art
and cultural grant and scholarship programs, and classes
in painting, dance, and the fine arts. Cultural awareness ,
is celebrated annually,through the Season :Qf Diversity
program, which includes.essay and poster contests in coop-
era~ion with local schools. The City also provided funding
for construction of the Performing Arts Center ~t COC,
hereby facilitating joint. use of that facility by the public.
Cultural arts programming occurs throughout the year in
this 47,000 square foot center, including performances by
the Santa Clarita Symphony, COC Theatre, Santa Clarita
Ballet,. Santa Clarita Regional, Theatre,. Santa Clarita;Mas-



ter Chorale, and more. Los Angeles County also sponsors
"cultural events throughout the year, including the' Native
American Festival

There is an active comxriunity of artists, performers, and
musicians in the planning area that contribute tb the cul-
turaPlife of the community. The Santa Clarita Artist §' ̀ Asso-
ciation sponsors fine arts exhibits, and the 'Santa Clarita

'' Va1leyFilm Festival highlights the community's importance
in the film industry. ' -

The Cultural Arts Master Plan identified{ the need to provide
cultural arts to all members of the community, create a
local arts agency for better coordination, and expand facili -'

`ties: Community benefits from access to the arts include "
increased educational `opportunities, an enriched cultural
life, economic development, and redevelopment in the
Newhall area. There are oppoYtunities to share resources
in the Valley,'such as school au~litori~ims; libraries;'tech -'
nologq centers; and recreational fa'cil'ities for cultural arts
purposes. Fufure'planning for cultural arts expansion in
the Valley`includes'deSelopmerit of an arts district in Old
Town Newhall, as envsionedby fhe'2005 Specific Plan for
that area; the need for more museum space; and expansion
of performance venues; including evaluating the feasibility
of ari outdoor'amphitheater:

The Los Angeles County Department of Public Works has
the responsibility to develop plans and'strateges to manage
and coordinate the solid waste generated in unincorporated
areas and to address the disposal needs of the County as
a whole. With respect to land use planning, solid waste
transfer and disposal sites were reviewed for their potential
impacts on adjacent'uses arid'future residents: Based on
the County's estimates, residents generate aliout 11 pounds
of solid waste per. day:

The Santa Clarita Valley is served primarily by thr "ee' Class '
III (non- hazardous)'landfills: Chiquit`a`Ganyori'Land -'

`fill near Val'Verde; the Antelope Valley`Landfill in'Palm-
dale,- and Sunshine Canyan Landfill`in Sylmar. Class III
landfills receive more than 50,00'0 tons of solid waste per

' year. With `approved'expansions, these landfills will have
capacity fig serve "the Va11ey beyond year 2020. However,

`the proposed expansion of the Ch quita Canyon Landfill
has raised concerns'by residents of nearby Val Verde;'who

C6aapter 2. Land lls~ El~mera~

a"re often impacted bywind -borne odors and'truck traffic;
compatibility`of landfihs with adjacent development must
continue to be addressed.

Boththe City and County manage programs to reduce waste
generation through diversion programs such'as'recycling
and re -use. Although these efforts will increase the life
expectancy of local landfill "s, they do not eliminatethe need
for new landfill space: In 2000, a"consortium of 78`cities
and Los Angeles County' signed agreements`to purchase
the eagle Mountain Landfill' n Riverside County and the
Mesquite Regional Landfill in Imperial County. The plan
calls for solid'waste to be transported'to these landfills by

'rail. _

Additional facilities are needed for'sorting and'resource
recovery from solid waste, including materials recovery
facilities (MRFs), composting facilities, collection centers
for electronic waste (such as discarded computers and tele-
visions), and recycling facilities. In' addition, the re -use
of construction demolition' debris requires storing and
crushing of old asphalt and concrete'for use as road base,
and sites for these uses are needed. However, siting these
facilities is afteri difricult due to local confroversy'from
neighbors. Planning:issues fgrthe Valley include identify-
ingareas for these uses that are required to support'Valley
businesses and residents.

A previous issue regarding landfill planning, which has
since been resolved, relates to Elsmere Canyon, a canyon
with coastal sage and oak woodlands habitat that provides
awildlife corridor from the Santa Susana Mountains to the
San Gabriel range: Proposed as a site for a landfill in 1989,
a coordinated' citizen effort to preserve Elsmere'Canyon
resulted in eventual withdrawal of the application: ` Dur-

' ing the environmental process for this project, thousands
of Valley residents opposed development ofa landfill in
Elsmere Canyon. Public concern ultimately culminated
in legislation in 1996prohi6iting tpeuse ofany land' n the
Angeles National Forest for landfill purposes: In'2007; 400

` acres in Elsrriere'Canyon were donated by the owners to a
conservancy for permanent open space.

Mineral Resources
The planning area contains extensive mineral resources.
Historically, gold mining and oil production have been the
pximary mineral extraction activities in and around the
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Santa Clarity Valley, Other minerals in the area include
construction_ aggregate. (sand .and gravel), t~ianium, tuff,
and rock.

Existing oil and; natural gas fields are primarily located in
the western portion of the Valley, with over 700. wells in
production. In 2003, approximately 3,180.acres were used
for oil,and natural gas extraction in the planning: area.
Aver 800 abanc~onec~ well situ amain in the Manning area,
which maybe subject to re -use or rert;~diat~on,

Sand and gravel resources axe primaxilyconcentrated -along
waterways, including the Santa Clara Bive~, Castaic Creek,
and east of Sand Canyon Road. A significant deposit of
construction -grade aggregate. extends along the Santa Clara
River approximately 15 miles from Agua Dulce Creek in
the east, to the Ventura County line on t$e west. Almost
19,000 acres in the planning area are designated by the State
as Mineral Resource Zone-2, or areas of prime importance
due to known economic mineral deposits.

As of 2003 there were about 525 acres of land used for min-
eral extraction of sand, gravel, and rock. Generally, mining
sites are located in Canyon Country, Agua Dulce, and Mint
Canyon in, the planing area, and in Acton to the north.
A proposed sand and; gravel mining operation in Soledad
Canyon has been controversial. due to concerns about noise,
air pollution, truck traffic, and visual impacts.,

Additional information about mineral resources.is con=
tained in the Conservation and Open Space Element. For
purposes, of the Land Use Element, however,,the issues of
land use compatibilitybetween less intense uses. and extrac-
t on operations must be considered, in order to provide for
adequate separation of these. uses. In addition, significant;.
resource areas shQUld be protected from developmept as.
they provide a needed resource to support the construction
of new homes, businesses, and roads. Finally, the Land Use:
Element must: consider restoration and re -use of mined
areas once mining operations cease.

Finally,,the Land Use Element must consider restoration ,
..and, re -use of mzned azeas once mining operations cease.
.Where restoration to open space is not a practical end use
solution, analternative development program which -con-
tributes to economicdevelopment, jobs - housing balance,
and/or .destination eco- tourism should be encouraged.
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Noise end Flood hazards
A complete discussion.of flood hazards is cpntained in the
Safety Element, and noise is addressed in the Noise Element
of the Area Plan. For purposes of the Land Use Element, it
was necessary to ic~gntify areas within the Valley.that are or
will be subject to flooding ox excessive noise, and to ensure
that the Land Use Map avoided placing uses in these areas
fihat would be detrimentally affected.

In general, sensitive receptors with regard to noise impacts
include residences, hospitais,.schools convalescent care,
and sim~la~.uses. The AXea Flan standard for these uses is

..established with a rating,scale known as Community Noise
Equivalent Levels (CNEL). For land planning :purposes,
sensitive receptors should be set back, away from noise
sources such a~,freeways, or otherwise protected by sound
barzier~ such a~ walls qr earthen berms.

Development in the Valley is required to be protected from
flood hazards by eithez' staying out of areas prone to flood-
ing, or through elevation of l~u ldi~~ pads in certain areas.
Areas prone to flooding are s~o~yn on the Floodplain Map
in the Safety Element. Policies in the Area Plan encourage

.accepted flood control standards for construction.

Agricultural Resources
Agricultural resources of significance to the land use plan=
Wing process are those which have been classified by the
California Department of Conservation (CDC) as impor-
tant to the local oz state agricult,ura~ economy. Agricul-

-tural -lands are classified by soil type, slope, and potential
for flooding and erosion hazard's, with the' most arable
land identified as Class I and Glass II by the iJnited States
Soil Conservation Service. The best soils for agriculture
are deep; generally well drained, ~and~ easily worked. ~ The
western portion of the planning area'contains soils within
the Class I and Class II categories. The remainder of the
planning area contains soils less suitable for agriculture,
ranging from Class III to Class VIIL

Based on soil characteristics and the presence of agricultural
uses, the CDC has designated land suitable for; agriculture
on a,set of maps called the "Zmport~~t Farmland Series ".
In order to be identified on the Important Farmland maps,
land must have been farmed within the last four years



prior to mapping. There are five categories of farmland
within the planning area shown on the state farmland
maps, described'below:

• Prime Farmland —land with the best combination of
physical and chemical features able 'to sustain long-
term'pr'oduction`dfagricultural crops, dne to soil`qual-
ity, growing season, and`moisture supply needed to

.produce sustained high yields;

• Farmland of Statewide` Importance =land with
good potential for agricultural production, but with
slightly more gradient or Tess soil fertility than prime ,
farmland;

• "Unique Farmland —land of lesser quality so fused
for production of agricultural crops, including: non-
irrigatedorchards or vineyards;

• Farmland of Local Importance -land used for'agricul~
ture that' s determined by the County Board of Super
visors to'be's~gnificarit to the local economy; and

• Grazing`Land ='lend with native vegetation -that is
suited to the grazing of livestock.

Table L-1: Parm(and designations in the` Planning`A`rea

i•

Prii~~e Farmland 1,17236 ~ 128J0 1,301.Ou
-- - - -- --

~ Farmland of li
i Statewide '~~ 178.25 ~0 118.25
~ importance - ---
- —

'~ Unique Farmland ~~ 364.11 ~' 2.45 366.56
_______-
Farmland of Local 

130.17 18.42 14859Importance

"Total Aaeac~e 1,844.98 1149.~~6 ~- - 1,994.44

th~p2er 2, tend Use Element

` Canyon. The largest areas of farmland' are located along the
Santa Clara River in the western portion of the planning
area, north and south of State Roixte 126 in the area slated
for development of Newhall Ranch. Designated farmlands
extending along the east side of Interstate 5`along Castaic
Creek, along San "Fraricisquito Canyon,'and near the inter-
settion of Bouquet Can~ori Road ~h&°Vasquez Canyon
Road; are` generally smaller in scale; sorrie are used for

'horse: ranches, 'non- irrigated`croplarid, improved pasture
lands, and vineyards.

The largest category of designated farmland in the planning
area is Grazing Larid, which includes over 61,000 acres

' within~the planning area. Much of this land'ivill`remain
vacant in the'nndeveloped foothills'surrounding the Val-
ley and adjacent to U. S. Forest Service land. Land use
designations'for these areas will be`Rural Land; allowing
low- density development on ̀large lots to maintain the rural
and'open character of designated Grazing Lands.' `'

Law Er~farc~m~nt and F~r~ Pr~~~~tion
A full discussion of law enforcement and fire protection
services is contained in the Safety Eleinent'.'However, the
Land Use Eletnenfiaddresses these issues in order to assure
that new development'allowed by the land use plan will not
be adversely affected by wildland fire or lack of adequate
services. In addition, policies -have been added to the Land
Use Element to ensure' that development'plans for new
structures have incorporated design measures to reduce
the potential for danger from crime and wildland fires.

Fire protection in the'Santa'Clarita Valley is provided by
the Los Angeles County Fire I~eparfinent. There are Il fire
stations with 12 engine companies;`four paramedic squads,
one hazardous material squad; and one ladder truck serving
the planning area. In addition, the U. S: Forest Service has
resporisibilityfor ngn- structure fires in federal forests, and

i. maintains five fire stations in the planning area at Bouquet
Canyon, Oak Flat, 5and.Canyon, and Agua Dulce:

The planning area contains abouf 1;994 acres of land des-
ignated on the State's Farmland Map, of which about 150
acre "s'are located within the City of Santia Clarita. Farmland
acreage is shown on Table L-1:

These designated farmlands occur in scattered locations,
generally on alluvial soils adjacent to the Santa Clara River,
Castaic Creek, San Francisquito Canyon, and Bouquet

According to the Fire Department, the average response
time to emergency calls in the Valley is about five to seven
minutes. However, response distances and times vary
due fo terrain, distance, and the size`of the planning area.
The department's median response' times throughout the
County are' 4:5 minutes in urban areas, 5.8 minutes in
suburban areas, and 8.3 minutes in rural areas.
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The planning area is susceptible to wildlandfires because of
its hilly terrain, dry weather conditions, and native vegeta-
tion. Steep slopes allow for the quick spread of flames during
fires, and pose difficulties for fire suppression due to access
constraints for firefighting equipments. Late summer and

;fall are critical times for wildland fires, as Santa Ana winds
deliver hot, dry desert air into the region. Chaparral and
sage v~getation,allows fires to,spread easily in hillside areas.
The Fire,Department;h~s classified 80 to 90 percent of the
planning area as .a Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone.

planning area. The. Los Angeles County Probation Depart-
ment provides secure detention. for delinquent minors in
juvenile halls and control and rehabilitation programs in
camps; such as Camp Scotk; ,Camp Scudder, and Camp
Francis J: SGObee. These juvenile halls and camps pro-
vide confinement to minors ranging in age from 8 to 18
who await adjudication and disposition of legal matters.
Camps provide treatment, care, custody, and,training for
the rehabilitation of delinquent minors as wards of the
Juvenile Court.

Areas. in the City that .are prone to wiidiand hre include por-
tions o~'Newhall and Canyp~ Country, _areas surrounding Planning issues for law enforcement include expanding
Sand Canyon, portions of Pico Canyon, Placerita Canyon, Sheriff,station facilities and identifying funding sources
Haslet' Canyon, Whites Canyon, Bouquet Canyon, and all fox staffing and operational needs to support the Valley's
areas at the interface between native vegetation with urban growing population.
development, Records indicate that wil~iland; fires occur
almost everyyeax. withlargefiresoccurringfairlyregularly 

XII. LAND USE MAP DESIGNATIONSabout: every rten years. ; This,fixe cycle_ is based upon the
growth of vegetation in fire -prone areas.

The Fire Department operates fire suppression camps and .,
maintains crews used for fire ,protection and suppression
through use of fire cuts, water- dropping helicopters, _and
other equipment. However, the best planning tools for wild-
landfire safety are to protect hillside areas from encroach-
ment bg urban development, to provide adequate fire flow
and fire. access roads in.hillside areas, and to maintain fuel
modification zones between wildland areas and structures
where possible..:

Wixh regard to law enforcement, the planning area is served
by the Lps Angeles County Sheriff's Department's Santa
Clarita Valley Station, which serves over 600,square miles.
Law enforcement within the City is provided by the Sheriff's
Department under contract. Thy Sheriff's station; located
in Val,Qncia; is insufficient to,meet.cur~ent needs. Tlie
Departx}~ent also.operates az storefront.station in Newhall.
New facilities and additional staffing, along with. equipment
and vehicles, will be needed to serve anticipated growth
allowed under the~and use plan. ~7iscussions; ire underway
regarding a new Sheriff Statipn. to be jointly Funded by the
City and County to serve Valley residents.

The Peter J. Pitchess Detention Center (Wayside Honor
Rancho).in Castaic serves the entire County..: -The jail con-
sists ofseveral facilities which together, comprise the largest
jail complex in the County. In addition to these facilities,
three youth camps serving the region are located within the
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'Lhe Land Use Element and accompanying Land Use Map
(provided as, a separate figure) describe and, designate the
,distribution ,of land uses by tyke, location, intensity, and
extentof use.. Designations show land planned for. devel-
opment asresidential, commercial, industrial, open space,
public facilities, and other categories of public and private

.land use. , Prior. to adoption of this Area Plana comprehen-
sive assessment of existing laid uses and their distribution
Fvas conducted using; aerial -photo analysis, field surveys,
and a geographic information: system. Land was evaluated
fqr suitability,of development type and,i~te~sity based on
topography, access, proximity to infrastructure, environ-
menialconstraints, character of surrounding development,
economic viability, and othex criteria. input on future land
use needs was solicited through extensive public participa-
tion at workshops, meetings,,th~ough correspondence and
the City's website.Based on this analysis and input, a Land
Use Map.was;developed.

This Area Plan is unique in that the City of Santa Clarita
and the County of Los Angeles have collaborated on a com-
patib~e system of land use des~gnatio~s that will maintain
consistenry of planning policies throughout the: entire
Sang Clarita Valley. The compatible land use designations
will ensure;that property owners, residents, and developers
throughout the planning area understand the relationship
between the Area Plan and the City of Santa Clarita's Gen-
eral Plan and operate from the same set of guidelines.



L~r~d Use Desi ~atin~ Descriptions'
The following descriptions identify the type, density,'and /ar
intensity of land uses that conform to each of the land use
designations sliown'on th'e Land Use Map. Anynterpreta-
tioriregarding nsesthat ar'enot specifically included in the
following land use designation descriptions shall be made
by the designated authority, pursuanfto applicable zoning
regulations and based on the intent of-each designation, as
set fo'r "th in'fh'is section:

It is important, to note, when reading the Land Use Map
and the descrptions'of eacli'landuse designation, that the

`maximum density or'intensity is not guaranteed 'for any
land use category. 'In determining the most appropriate use
for each property shown on the Land Use Map, consider-
ationwill begiven totopography; availability of roads and
infrastructure; existing development: patterns; potential `''
land use conflicts; public health, safety, and welfare; pres-
ence of environmental resources and hazards; and other
site'constraints. Therefore, the upper range °of residential
density and non=residential° use intensity will be granted '
onlywhen thereviewi'ng authority determines that another `
applicable Area Plan policies; codes, and requirements can
be met on the`site.

The density designations in the'urban Residential land
use desig'riations are considered "to be net density. and the
density designations in the Rural Land use 'designations

'' are considered to be gross density. 'Inpractice; this means
that the number of dwelling units allowed' within each
development site shall be divided tiythe net or gross'' area
of the property, depending on the designation: Area Plan '

"' density is an indicator'of th'e maximum number of dwelling
units per unit of area; it does not regulate minimum lotsize,'
which is a requirement of the Zoning Ordinance.

The California Legislature has identified secorid'dtNellings
on residential lots as a valuable form of housing (Govern -'
ment"Code Section 65852.150): State law requires that cities
and counties allow second dwelling units on residential
lots' without`imposng onerous requirements that would

"unreasonably restrict these units; except where firid3~gs are
made that second units would result in "specific "'adverse

'impacts on the public health, safety, and welfare" (Section
65852:2). The' County'and City of Santa Clarta have both
adopted ordinances regarding'second units in residential

t9~apt~r 2:.and Use Element

areas, to implement state law; procedures and standards for
.second units'shall be required as set'forth in the applicable
zoning ordinance.

The Area Plan recognizes that there 'are exsfiing utilities
and associated infrastructure, "operating with previous
approvals, located in all land use designations. The County's
ability to regulate or condition these' uses'is limited arid, in
some cases, "preempted by other lead government agencies.
It is expected that these uses will continue; that necessary
operations and maintenancewill continue to'be performed,
that on-site testing will continue #o be necessary, aril that
expansion will occur as demand's increase.

There are several parcels in tHe'unincor~ orated Santa Clarita
Valley that contain'an easement for the Los Angeles Aque-
ducts`(Aqueducts) or~tliat are adjacent to an easement for
tke' Aqueducts. At th'e time this'Area Plan was adopted,
those parcels were identified'as:

•''Assessor's Parcel Number (APN) 282T-032 -003;
• `~A~PN`2581 -001 -008;

'• APN2581-001=009;'and
APN 2581- 001-01'0:

The Aqueducts are a'crucial piece of pubYic'infrastructure
that'must be protected. Therefore; as a matter of Area Plan
policy; any'proposed' development on these parcels that
requires discretionary approval shall be referred to the City
of Los Angeles Department of Water and Power (LADWP)
for review -and comment.' In'addition; appropriate condi-
tions and/or mitigation measures to protect tine Aqueducts
shall be developed'in collaboration with LADWP: "

In~the "titles of the'following land use designation d'escrip-
tions; -the County's Terminology for each designation is
given -first, with the`correspondirig designation in the`Gity's
General Plan sfiown in parenthesis.

RL20 =RuratLand 20 (NU1- Non- Urban-1)
The Rural Land 20`deSignation idenfifies'lands in the plan-
ningarea that are'distinguished by significant enviranmen-
tal features and extreme development constraints. Lands ,
in This designatiomare largely`urideveloped and consist of
rolling hillside areas, steep slopes, and remote mountain
lands with limited access.
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Allowable uses in this designation include single- family
homes at a maximum density of 1 dwelling: unit per 20
acres, agriculture, equestrian uses, private recreation, and
public and institutional facilities serving the local area.
Specific allowable uses and development standards shall be
determined by,the underlying zoning designation.

Density- controlled development (clustering) is permitted
in this designation in accordance With the provisions of
the Zoning, Ordinance,- provided that all residential lots

.meet the minimum lot size requirements of a Community
Standards District, where applicable... Individual, homes
and other structures should be designed in consideration
of topographic and environmental constraints.

RL10 — Rural Land,10.(NU2 -Non -Urban 2)
The Rural Land 10 designation, identifies lands in the plan-
ning area that include .:environmental features, and are
not, appropriate for intense development requiring urban
services.. Lands. in this. category are largely undeveloped
and consist of rolling hillside areas,. slopes, and mountain
lands with limited access.

Allowable uses in this designation include single -family
homes at a maximum density of 1 dwelling,unit per 10
acres, agriculture, equestrian uses, private recreation, and

.public and institutional facilities serving the local area.
Specific allowable uses and development standards shall be
determined by the underlying zoning designation, .,

Density - controlled development (clustering) is permitted
in this designation in accordance with the provisions of
the Zoning Ordinance, provided that,all residential lots

.meet the,minimum lot size requirements of ~ Goxnmunity
Standards District, where applicable. Individual homes
and other structures should be designed inconsideration
of topographic. and environmental constraints.

RL5 —.Rural Land 5 (NU3 -Non -Urban 3)
The Rural Land.S designation..identifies lands in the. plan-
ningarea that include environmental features and are not
appropriate fox intense development requiring urban ser-
vices. Lands in this category are undeveloped -or partially.

:developed and consist of rolling hillside areas with limited
access.
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Allowable uses in this _designation include ,single -family
homes at a_ maximum density of l ,dwelling unit per 5 acres,
agriculture, equestrian uses, private recz~eation, and. public
and institutional facilities serving the local area. Specific
allowable uses and. development standards shall be deter-
mined bythe underlying zoning designation.

Density- .controlled. development.. (clustering} is permitted
in this designation in accordance with the provisions of
the Zoning Ordinance, provided that all residential lots
meet the minimuam lot size requirements of a Community
Standards District, where applicable. Individual homes
and other structures should be designed in consideration
of topographic and environmental constraints.

Rl2 - Rural~land 2 (NU4 -Non -Urban 4)
The Rural Land 2 designation, provides for the maintenance
and expansion of rural communities in the planning. area
that are distinguished by large lot sizes (generally two
acres or grater), agricultural and equestrian us~s> and an
absence o£urban services.

Allowable uses in this designation include single -family
homes at a maximum density of 1 dwelling unit per 2 acres,
agriculture, equestrian uses, private recreation, and public
and institutional facilities serving the local area, Specific
alloyvable uses and,development standards: shall be deter-
mined bythe underlying zoning. designatiop.

Supportive .commercial uses. serving, the local area,. such
as grocery stores, restaurants, personal services, and retail
sale of specialty goods for rural residents, such as feed and
tack stores, maybe allowed in "activity areas" within this
designation without a Plan Amendment, but may require
a zone change and/or other approvals. Such: "activity cen-
ters" must be at least 1 mile from any commercial land use
designation and must not exceed 5 acres in size.

Density - controlled development (clustering) is permitted
in this .designation in accordance. with the ,provisions of
the Zoning Ordinance, provided_that all residential lots
meet the minimum lot size requirements of a Community
Standards District, where,applicable, Individual homes
and other structures should be designed in consideration
of topographic and environmental constraints.



RLT = Ruraltand 1(NUS -Non -Urban 5)
The Rural Land 1 designation provides forthe maintenance
and expansion of rural communities'n the planning area
that are distinguished by large lot sizes (generally one acre or
greater), agricultural and equestrian -uses, and the absence
of urban services.

Allowable uses iri this designation' include single- family
homes at a maximum density of 1 dwelling unit per l `acre,
agriculture, eq~iesfr anuses, private'recreatiori, and public
and institutional facttiies serving the local area. Sp`ecifie
allowable uses and development standards shall be deter-
mined'by the `underlying zoning designation:'

.Supportive commercial uses serving the local area, such
as grocery stores, restaurants; personal services, and retail
sale of specialty goods for rural residents, such as feed and
tack stores, maybe allowed in "activity areas" ivitlYn this
designation without a`Plan Amendment; but may require
a zone change and/or other approvals. Such "activity cen-
ters" must be at least 1 mile from any commercial land use
designation and must not exceed 5 acres in size.

Density - controlled development (clustering) is permitted
in this designation in aceord'ance with the provisions of
the Zoning Ordinance, provided that all residential lots
meet the rriinimum lot size requirements of a Community
Standards District ,'where applicable. Individual' homes
and other structures should be designed in consideration
of topographic and environmental constraints.

H2- Residential 2 (UR1' —Urban Residential 1)'
The ̀ Residential 2 designation provides for'- residential
neighborhoods at densities- that require urban services.
Many of these neighborhoods provide a transition between
higher. density, urban developmenf and rural communi-
tiesthroughout the planning area, and this designation is
appropriate in such urban /rural interface areas.

Allowable uses in this designation include single- family
homes and other residential uses at a'max mum iiensity
of 2 dwelling units per 1 acre:' Specific allowable uses and
development standards shall be determined by'tihe underly-
ing zoning designation.

Supportive commercial and institutional uses serving the
local area, such as stores, restaurants, personal services,
limited medical services, and retail sale of specialty goods

Chapter 2: L~~d llse Element

for neighborhood residents, maybe allowed in a proposed
development project within this designation without a
Plan Amendment, but may require a zone change 'and /or
other approvals. "

Density - controlled development (clustering), in accordance
with the provisions of the Zoning Ordinance, is encouraged
on lands wifh significant environmental and/or topographi-
calfeatures or resources, in order to preserve open space for
protection of these natural features'or resources, to provide
recreational amenities; ar to act as' a buffer to surround-
ing'rural communities, provided that all resdenfal lots
meet the minimum lot 'size requirements of a Community
Standards District, where applicable: -

H5 —Residential 5 (UR2 - Urban Residential2)
The Residential 5 designation provides for residential neigh-
borhoodsthat typify much of the planning area. Allowable
uses in th §`designation include single- family homes and
other residential uses at a maximum density of 5 dwelling
units per 1 acre. Specific allowable uses and development
standards shall be determined by tle'underlying zoning
designation.

Supportive commercial and'institutional'uses serving the
local area; such as stores; restarants, personal- services,
limited medical services; and retail sale of specialtygoods

'for'neighliorl ood residents, may be' allowed in a proposed
development'project within this designation without a
Plan Amendment, but may require a zone change and/or
other approvals.

Density - controlled development (clustering), in accordance
with the provisions of'tihe Zoning Ordinance; is encouraged
on lands with significant environmental and/or topographi-
cal features or resodree's, in'order to' preserve open space
for protectidr'of these natural features or resources; or to
provide recreational amenities, provided that all residential
lots meet the minimum lot size requirements of a Com-
munity Standards 'District, where applicable.

The Itesidental5 designation has been applied to residential
areas that existed prior fo the effective date of the Area
Plan and are surrounded by Rural Land designations, in
order to recognize these existing areas as conforming to
the Area Plan. However, the Residential 5 designation in
these areas should not be interpreted as setting a precedent
for expanding urban development into adjacent Rural Land
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designations, because these areas are ~€at served,wth ade-
quatelevels ofurban infrastructure to accommodate greater
densities or ntensities,af use. These areas are described
below and shown on Figure L-2.

• Sleepy Valley, a neighborhood in the northeastern
portion of the planning area adjacent to -the Angeles
National Forest, generally located along Sierra, Highway
between Oak Street and Steele Avenue;

. ;.Val Verde,. a community in the. western portion of
the planning area adjacent to Newhall Ranch and the
Valencia Commerce Center, generally located along San
Martinez Road and Chiquito Canyon Road; and

Tract 25965, a subdivision in the. southern portion of
.the.. planning area,adjacent to the; Angeles National
Bo~est, ger~erallylocated at.the intersection of Placerita
Canyon Road and,Running Horse Road..

N18 - Residential 18 (UR4 -Urban Residential, 4).
The Residential 18 designation provides for mixed residen-
tial neighborhoods of detached and attached dwellings.
Allowable uses. in this designation include detached and
attached single -family homes,, duplexes, multiple family
dwellings, and: otherxesidential uses at a maximum density
of 18 dwelling units per 1 acre,. Specific allowable uses and
development standards shall be determined by the underly-
ing zoning designation.

.Supportive commercial and institutional uses serving the
local area, such.as stores, restaurants, personal services,
limited medical services, and retail sale;of specialty goods
for neighborhood residents, may be allowed in a proposed
development project within this designation without, a Plan
Amendment, but may require a zone change and/or other
approvals. Live -work units may. also,be allowed within this

.designation, subject to the requirements of the. underlying
zoning designation.

H30 —Residential 30 (UR5 -Urban Residential 5)
The Residential 30 designation provides for medium to high
density apartment and cpndominium complexes in areas
.easily accessible to transportation, employment, retail, and
.other urban services...Allowable uses<in this designation
include multiple family dwellings at a: minimum density..
of 18 dwelling units,per 1 acre and a.maximum density of
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30 dwelling units, per 1 acre., Specific allowable uses and
development standards shall be determined by the underly-
ing zoning designation.

Supportive commercial and institutional usesserving the
local. area, such as stores, restaurants, personal services,
limited medical services, and retail sale of specialty goods
for neighborhgod residents, maybe allowed in a proposed
development project within this designation w}tout a Plan
Amendment, but nnay require a zone charge and/or, other
approvals. Live -work units may also be allowed within this
designation, subject to the requirements of the underlying

:zoning .designation.

CG - General Commercial (CN— Neighborhood Commercial)
The General Commercial designation provides for -small
neighborhood commercial districts that serve the short-
term needs of residents in the immediate area. Allowable
uses in this designation include supermarkets; drug stores;
restaurants; personal services; repair services; light automo-
tiveservices; day care centers; and other shops and services
for neighborhood residents. Allowable uses shall have a
maxi~nnu~n Flgor Area.Ratio (FAR) of 1.0. specific allow-
able.usesand development standards shall,be determined
by the underlying zoning designation.

Multiple family dwellings. (including live -work units). may
be permitted in.this designation; subject to the requirements
of the; underlying zoning designation, provided that the
approval of multiply family, dwellings in this designation
does not adversely impact job creation or economic develop-
me~t in the planning- area.. Multiple family dwellings,shall
have a, minimum density of 6 dwelling units per 1 acre and
a maximum density of 18 dwelling units per, l acre..

Mixed use developments, zncorpora~ng multiple.. family
dwellings (including live -work units):and commercial uses,
may also be permitted in this ,designation,,subject to the
requirements pf the underlying zoning designation. Mul-
tiple .family dwellings; in mixed use•. developments. shall
have a minimum density of 6.dwelli~g units per 1 acre and
a maximum density of 18 dwelling. units per 1 acre, and

..,commercial uses in mixed use developments shall have a
maximum Floor Area Ratio; (FAR) of 1.0.



CM - Major Commercial`(CR - RegionaFCommercial)
The Major Commercial designation identifies major com-'
mercial districts in -the planning area and' is intended to
promote the development of regional focal points for com-
mercal, entertainment, and°cultural uses serving the gen-
eralpublic and dt~awng from a large market area. Allowable
uses in this designation include regional shopping centers;
retail sale of automobiles arid'recreational vehicles,'furni-
tune; and home improvement goods; theatres and other
`large -scale entertainment uses; corporate offices and finan-
cial institutions; daycare centers; and hotels, restaurants,'
and'other hospitality services.' Allowable uses shall have a
maximum Floor Area Ratio (FAR)'of 2.0. Specific allow -'
..t.,te .,..e...,.,a ,ae „et„~..,e,,, ..,.,.,a..,,a....~...n ~.~ a,,,.~......;~„a

by the underlying'zoning designation.

1Vlultiple family dwellings (including live -work unitsj`may
be permitted in this designation, subject to the requirements
of tfie underlying zoning'designaton, provided that the
approval of multiple family dwellings in this designation
doe§'not adversely impact job creation or economic devel-
opxtient in the planning area:' Multiple' family dwellings
shall fi'ave a minimum density of 18 dwelling units per 1
acre and a riaximum density of 50 dwelling units per 1 acre.

Mixed use developments, incorporating multiple family
dwellings (including live -work units) and comtnercial'uses>
may also be permitted in this designation, `subject to the
requirements of the underlying zoning designation:' Mul-
tiplefamily dwellings in mixed use developments sHall have
a'minimum density of 18 dwelling units per 1 acre' and
a maxinum'density of'S0 dwelling units per 1 acre; and
commercial uses in mixed'use developments shall have a
maximum Floor Area Ratio (FAR)'of2.0.

IL —Light industrial (1`= lndustra!)
'11ie Light Industrial designation provides for industrial
districts in areas with adequaEe access, infrastructure, and
services and is intended to accommodate the most nten-
sivetypes of industrial uses allowed in the' planning area.
Allowable uses in"ths designation include storage and
distribution of goods; vehicle storage; contractor's storage
facilities; batch plants; heavy equipment repair and sales;
wholesale sales; heavy vehicle repair; and supportive com-`
mercial uses. Allowable uses shall have a maximum Floor
Area Ratio (FAR) of 1.0. Specific allowable uses and devel -'
opment standards shall be determined by the underlying
zoning designation.

chap #~~ 2: L.a~d Use El~rraent

10 =lndustriaf Office (BP - Business Park)
The Industrial0ffice designation provides formixed employ-
mentdistricts in area's accessible to transportation and vis-
ible from freeways and major- arterials and`is intended to
promote the development ofmaster - planned environments
with a high`quality of design and construction. Allowable
use`s in this designation include offices; medical services;
research and development; light assembly and fabrication;
warehousing and distribution; and supportive commercial
uses. Allowable uses shall have a maximum Floor Area
Ratio (FAR) of 2.0. Specific allowaYile uses and development
standa'rd's' shall be determined by'tle underlying zoning
designation.

P-CS —Community Serving (PI —Public /Institutionaq
The Community Serving designation identifies lands in
the planriing area that are used for various'types of public
and community serving facilities owned and operated by
public agencies, special districts, non-profit organizations,
and other entities. Allowable uses include civic and govern-
mentaloffices; public workyards; public orprivate schools;
libraries; day care centers; hospitals and supporting medical
facilities; museums; fire stations; police stations; airports;
Iandfills;prisons; andairports. Allowable -uses shalhave
a maximum Flor Area Ratio” (FAR) of 0".5. Specific allow-
ableuses; maximum intensitystandards, and"development
standards shall be determined by'the underlying zoning
designation.' "'

P TF —Transportation Facilities (TC—Transportation Corridor)
The"Transportation Facilities designation identifies major
transportation facilities in the'planning area, including
freeways and'railroad lines.

OS-PR—P~rksandRecreation (OS—Open'Space)
The Parks antl'Recreation designation identifies open space
lands in the planning area that are used for public and pri-
vatepants and golf courses. Specific allowable uses; rnaxi-
mumintensity standards, and development standards shall
be determined by the underlying zoning designation.

OS-C - Conservation (05 — Open Spacej
The Conservation' designation identifies open space lands
in the planning area that are preserved as open space or
used for passive recreation: Allowable uses in this designa-
tion include conservancylands; nature preserves; wildlife
habitats; limited agriculture; drainage or slope easements;
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and utility right -af -ways. Specific allowable uses, maximum
intensity standards, and development standards shall be
determined by the ux~,derlying zoning designation.

OS-W —Water (OS —Open Space)
The Water designation. identifies open space lands in the
planning area that are water courses, including lakes, riv-
ers, and creeks.

OS-BLM —Bureau 9f Land Management (QS-BLM — Bureau of
Land Management)
The Bureau of Land Management designation identifies
lands in the planning area owned by the United States
Bureau of Land Management, ,Specific allowable uses, maxi-
mumintensity standards, and development standards shall
be determined by the underlying zoning designation.

OS-CIF - National Forest (OS-NF - National forest)
The National Forest designation identifies lands in the
.planning area within the Angeles and Los Padres National
Forests. For lands owned by the United States Forest Service,
specific allowable uses, maximum intensity standards, and
development standards shall be.determined by th, e underly-
ing zoning designation.

Far privately owned lands within the National Forest (in-
holdngs),allowable uses xn this designation includesingle-
familyhomes. at amaximum density, of 1 dwelling unit per
5 acres, agriculture, equestrian uses, private recreation,..
and public and institutional facilities serving the local
area. Specific allowable uses and development standards
are determined by the underlying zoning designation.
Density - controlled development (clustering) is permitted
in this designation in accordance with the provisions of

...the Zoning Ordinance,, provided that all residential lots
.meet the minimum lot_size requirements of a Go~nmunity
Standards District, where applicable. ;Individual homes
and other structures should be designed in consideration
of topographic and environmental constraints.

SP —Specific Plan (SP —Specific Plan)
The Specific Plan designation indentifies lands in the plan-
ning area that are governed by an adopted Specific Plan...
Specific allowable uses, maximum intensity standards, and
development standards shall be determined by the adopted
Specific Plan.
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In addition to the Land Use Map designation applied to
each,property within the planning area, other.elements in
the. Area Plan. contain maps and descriptions of land that
is subject to special consideration. due to the presence of
significant environmental resources or natural hazards.
These elements should be consulted for information pn any
constraints that may affect the approved density or intensity
of land uses fog any particular parcel of land..

The Safety Element identifies;properties within the plan-
ning area that are subject to the following hazards, that
may affect development: seismic activity, unstable geologic

.and soils conditions, flooding and dam inundation, and
fire hazards.

The Conservation and Open Space Element identifies prop-
ertieswithin the planing are, that may include the follow-
ingresources which may require protection. as part of the
development review pxocess, soils and geological features,
scenic views, aggregate and other mineral resouzces, sensi-
tivebiological species and habitat, water resources, cultural
and historical. resources, and open. space. .

The Noise Element contains information on the locations
of noise generators, and areas within the planning area
that may be subject to nose levels exceeding recommended
thresholds to maintain public health and safety.

The Circulation Element indicates locations of existing
and future transportation facilities that may be needed to
support future development, or that may impact certain
types of development,if not mitigated through site design
or other appropriate requirements.

In making any,land use decision, all applicable,maps, goals
and policies should be reviewed and considered to ensure
conformity with the entirety of the Area Plan.



Based on the <discusson of issues as set forth in fhe back-
ground sections of the Land Use Element, an'd on the pro-
jected'population growth in the Santa Clarifa Valley, the
following needs have been identified'for land use planning
which` are addressed in the goals, policies, and Land Use
Map portions. of this element.

1. Manage growth in the' Santa Clarita Valley to maintain
livability, mobility, sustainability, and prosperity for
all present and future resdenfs:

~ Ensure that the basic needs of residents and businesses

Chapter 2: Lind Use Ele~ae~t

9. `Promote urban form; community design, and city
beautification. strategies that unify and enhance the
Valley, increase quality of life, and provide a dstinc-
tive sense of place.

10. Promote land'use strategies that enhance'public health
and environmental quality.

11. Improve traffic congestion and air quality by pro-
m~tin~ mixed use and transit= oriented development
patterns and by planning for improved trarisiYcenters
and facilities.

12. Provide sufficient land designated for adequate housing
`affordable to all segments of the Valley's population.

are met and that public health,'safety and welfare are 13. Provide for the orderly phasing of infrastructure and
protected through orderly and equitable designations pubic improvements to meet the needs of residents
of land uses throughout the Valley. and businesses as developmerif occurs; and require

new development to provide the services needed to
3. Maintain the` qualities that drew residents to the Valley, support growth.

including open space and asmall -town atmosphere,
while accommodating growth at build -out of the plan- 14: Ensure compaf bilitybetween intensive uses, includ-
n`rig area: ing the Chiquita Canyon Landfill and the aggregate

mining sites, and adjacent sensitive land uses.
4. Ensure consistency between' County and' City visions

and plans for the Valley. 15. 'Provide incentives and opportunities to redevelop
aging commercial and industrial areas.

5. Recognizing that the Santa Clarita Valley is a Valley
of Villages, allow diversity within each neighborhood 16: Ensure that growth s'supported by adequate natural
through appropriate land use designations and com- ' resources; and`that anticipated growtfi`wilTnot deplete
munity design guidelines, or degrade these resources to unsustainable levels.

S:''Improve the jolis /housing balance in the Valley, pro - ' 17. 'Ensure that` growth is supported' by adequate com-
mote businesses'that bring higher- paying jobs, and 'munity services, -and work wifh all service providers
provide opportunities for jobs 'closer to all residents '° ` to coordinate land use decisions so as to maintain
of the Valley. `adequate levels of service.

7. Provide a wide range of retail, entertainment, and
cultural opp'orfuriities to serve residentsand`visitors
throughout the planning -area:

8. Retain and enhance an open space greenbelt around
the Valley through designation of uses that discourage
urban sprawl into foothill areas..
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XV. GOALS, OBJECTIVES, AND POLICIES
The goals and policies which apply to land use are:

An interconnected Valley of Villages providing diverse lifestyles,
surrounded by a greenbelt of natural open space.

Objec~i~~ tU-r.t
Maintain an urban form for the Santa Clarita Valley that preserves
an open space greenbelt around the developed portions ofthe
Valley, protects significant resources from development, and
directs growth to urbanized areas served with infrastructure.

• PolicylU- 1.1.1: Where appropriate, protect mountains and
foothills surrounding theValleyfloorfromurban develop-
ment by designating these areas as Qpen Space or Rural
Land on the Land Use Map.

• Policy LU-1.1.2: On the Land Use Map, concerttrdte urban
dexelopment within flitter portions. of the Santa Clarita
Valleyfloor in areas with limited environmental constraints
and served with infrastructure.
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• PolicyLU- 1.1.7: Preserve and protect important agricultural
resources, including farmland and grazing land, through
designating these areas as Open Space or Rural Land on
the Land Use Map where appropriate.

p~ff'C~'1Ne ~U-7.,~

Maintain the distinctive community character of villages and
neighborhoods throughout the planning area by establishing
uses, densities, and design guidelines. appropriate to the par-
ticulaCneeds and goals of each area, including but not limited
to tl~e. following:

• Policy LU•1,2.1: In Newhall, provide opportunities for new
business and housing by implementing the Downtown

.,Newhall Specific Plan, provide incentives to promote
infill development and J'e -use of underutilized sites, and
continue to plan for the future development of North
Newhall.

• PolicylU- 1.2,2: In Valencia, promote business development,
job creation, and expansioq of regional commercial, civic,
cultural, and entertainment uses, to create ~ vbrantTown
Center serving as a,community focal point for the entire
Santa Clarita Valley.

PolicylU- 1.1.3: Discourage urban sprawl into rural areas by . Rolicy LU-7,2.3: In Saugus,..promote revitalization of older
limiting non- contiguous, "leap- frog" development outside
of areas designated for urban use.

PolcylU- 1.1.4: Preserve community,character by maintain-
ingnatural features that act as natural boundaries between
developed areas, including significant ridgelines, canyons,
rivers anc~ drainage._ courses, riparian areas topographi-
cal features,, habitat. preserves, or other similar features,
where appropriate,

Policy LU-1.1,5: Increase infill development and re -use of
underutilized siteswithin and adjacenttodevelopedurban
areas to achieve maximum benefitfrom existing infrastrue
ture and minimize loss of open space, through redesigna-
tion of vacant sites for higher density and mixed use.

Policy LU-7.7.6: Preserve the rural lifestyle in canyons and
low- density, outlying areas of the Santa Clarita Valley,
through designating these areas as Rural Land on the
Land Use Map where appropriate.

commercial areas; relieve traffic congestion; look for oppor-
tunities to minimize cut - through. traffic; and enhance
streetscapes with landscaping, lighting, benches and
other fixtures.

Pol #cy LU-1:2.4: In Cagyon Country,. promote.. revitaliza-
tionalong Sierra Highway from Soledad Canyon Road to
Vasquez Canyon Road by encouraging retail and service
uses, and enhance on and off ramps along the Antelope
Valley Freeway with landscape amenities and appropri-
ateuses..

Policy LU-1.2.5: In Sand Canyon, ensure compatibility of
development with existing rural, equestrian lots and the
adjacent National Forest land; provide additional recre-
ationaltrail links; minimize impacts to the Santa Clara River
from incompatible development; and maintain commu-
nitycharacter inaccordance with the City's Sand Canyon
Special$tandards District.
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• Policy LU-1.2.6: In Piacer'ita'Canyon, ensure compatibility PoBcy LU•1r3.11: In Pico Canyon, recognize the historic sig-
of development with existing rural, equestrian lots and nificance of Mentryville in future planning; preserve the
the adjacent National Forest land;`maintan community 'existing rural development pattern; and ensure compat-
character inaccordance with the City's Placerita Canyon ibility of new development with the adjacent Significant
Special Standards District (PCCD); provide an orderlytran- Ecological Area and habitat.
sition between existing rural and low - density residential
uses and proposed new development; and require the Policy LU•1.2.12: In the Fair Oaks community, facilitate loca-
provision ofneeded infrastructure. Support efforts bythe tion of commercial and community services in proximity
City and the Placerita Canyon Property Owners Association to residences to serve local needs.
to work together to amend the PCSSD to provide addi-
tional certaintyand expectations for the developed areas PolicyLU- 1:2.1: Encourage use ofthe Specific Plan process
within the PCSSD and to create flexibility and continuity, "` to plan for cohesive, vibrant, pedestrian- oriented com-
subjecttotheprovisionsoutlinecJabove ,for undeveloped munities with mixed uses, access to public transit, and
properties within the PCSSD. These changes will include opportunities for living' and working within the same
transitional density provisions and rules and regulations community.
that wil( clearly outline 8evelopment codeswithin Plao-"
erita Canyon. Policy LU-1.2.14: Evaluate development fee schedules on

'an ongoing basis to determine fee incentives to attract
• Policy LU 1.2.7: On the Whittaker- Bermite site, continue to development.

workwifh the property ownerto facilitate master planning, ..................................................................................................................... ...............................
remediation, and the economic're -use of the property `' ~b,~eC~IVeCU 9,3
to' include roadway infrastructure and transit- oriented Plan for density and - intensity of'development -that respects

'development around the Metrolink station. and is reflective of the natural terrain. ~'

• Policy LU-1.2,8: In Castaic, promoteexpansion of neighbor- Policy LU-1.3.1: Encourage subdivision design techniques
hood comme"rcial' uses to serve local residents; address that reflect underlying physical topography or other
traffic congestion; ensure compatibility between highway- "unique physical features of the natural terrain.
oriented commercial uses and nearby residential uses; and
maintain'community character in accordance with the PolicyLU- 1:3.2: Substantially retain the integrity and natural
County's Castaic Area Community 5tandardsDistrict. grade elevations of significant natural ridgelines and prom-

inent landformsthat form the Valley's skyline backdrop.
• Policy lU•73.9: In Val Verde, protect the existing rural life -

`styleand small town community characterwhileproviding PolicyLU- 1:3.3: Discourage development on rdgelines and
residents with additional access to needed services; ensure lands containing SO% slopes so thatthese areas are main-
compatibilitybetween existing residential areas and the tained as natural open space.
nearby landfill; and maintain community character in
accordance with the County's Castaic -Area Community PolicyLU- 1:3.4: Encouragedensitytransferswhereappropri-
Standards District. ate to facilitate development in more suitable locations

while retaining significant natural slopes and areas of
• Policy LU-1.2.10: In Agua Dulce, recognize tfe scenic and environmental sensitivity, provided thaf urban densities

environmental qualities of Vasquez Rocks in future plan- (exceeding one dwelling unit per acre) are not permitted
Wing; protectthe existing rural lifestyle while providing in rural areas.
opportunities to enhance the village center; provide
additional services toresidents; and maintain community
character in accordance with the County's Agua Dulce
Community Standards District.
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• Policy LU-1.3.5: Encourage flexible siting,and design tech-

niques withinhillside areas in order to preserve steep
slopes or other unique physical features, including density-
controlled development (clustering) in accordance with
the provisions of the Zoning Ordinance,provided tkatall
residential lots meet the minimum lot size requirements
of a CommunityStandards District, where applicable.

• Policy LU-1.3.6: Encourage retention of natural drainage
patterns and the preservation of significant riparian areas,
both of which are commonly located in hillside areas.

€. ~~ ~

A mix of land uses to accommodate growth, supported by
adequate resources and maintaining community assets.

• Policy LU-2.1.5: Identify areas with hazardous conditions

and ensure that uses in or adjacent to, these areas pose
minimal risk to public health or safety.

Objective 11l -2.2
Protect significant community resources from encroachment
by incompatible uses, where feasible and appropriate.

• PolicyLU- 2.2.1: Identifyareasofscenicoraestheticvalueto
the community, and minimize the.designation of uses in
these areas that would diminish their aesthetic quality.

• Policy ~U-2,2.2: Identify sites and areas with historical or
cultural value to the cpmmunity, and ensure that uses in
or adjacent to these areas will not impact their historical
integrity.

,. 1 .. .,.. ..... ......... ...... ........
Ob eci'iveCU 2,1 Polfc LU-2.1.3• Consistent with ado ted tans, ensure that

y 
p p

Provide adequate, suitable sites for housing, employment, busi- adequate open space is set aside and.. protected from devel-
ness, shopping, public facilities, public. utility facilities, and opmentthroughoutthe planningarea in ordertoprovide
community services to meet current needs and the anticipated the benefits ofwatershed management, habitat preserva-
needs of future,growth. tion and connectivity, and recreational opportunities.

• Policy LU-2,1.1: On the Land Use Map, designate a balance O6j~CtiveCU 2,3
of land uses in appropriate amounts to meet future com- Increase mixed use development where appropriate to create
munity needs while ensuring that no use designation is , . more livable; neighborhoods, walkable business districts, and
over - represented in a manner that is not economically to reduce vehicle trips, while ensuring land use compatibility,
viable. through. the following policies:

• Policy LU-2.1.2: On the Land Use Map, integrate land use .Policy LU-2.3.1: In a mixed use development, residential
designations in a mannerthatpromotes healthy,walkable densities at the, higher end of the allowed. range should
communities, by providing an appropriate mix of residen- be allowed only if the development incorporates a robust
tial and service uses in proximity to one another. mix ofnon- residential uses.

• Policy LU-2.1.3; Provide a range of land use types and den-,, Policy LU-2.3.2: Either vertical or horizontal. integration of
sities to reflect the special characteristics, lifestyles, and uses shall be allowed in a mixed use development, with
opportunities that differentiate various communities and an emphasis on tying together the uses. with appropriate
villages in the Santa Clarita Valley, including, urban, sub- r pedestrian., linkages.
urban, and rural living environments.

• Policy LU-2.1.4: Adopt a .compatible set of land use des-
ignations between the County and City of Santa Clarita
for land in the Santa Clarita Valley,.to be implemented
through standards and zones applied by each agency to
ensure compatibility with the character of each area and
with the goals of the County's Area Plan and the City's
General Plan.
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• Policy LU-2.3.3: Manufacturing, .processing of goods and
materials, and warehousing shall: not be allowable uses
in a mixed use development, although some light manu-
facturingand warehousing may be appropriate in second
story units.



• PolicyLU- 2.3.4: Adequate public spaces and amenities shall
be provided in a mixed use development to support both
commercial and residential uses, including but not lim-
ited to plazas, landscaped walkways, village greens, and
greenbelts.

• PolicylU- 2.3.3: Mixed use developments shall be designed
to create apedestrian -scale environment through appro-
priate street and- sidewalk widths; knock {engths, relation-
ship ofbuildings to streets, and use of public spaces.

• Policy LU-2.3.6: Provide parking alternatives in mixed use
developments, including subterranean parking and struo-
tured parking, to lirriit the amount of surface area devoted
to'vehicle storage.

~. ~ ~~ ~i~

Healthy and safe neighborhoods for all residents:

Obje~trv~ LU 3.f
Providefor a diversity of housing types available to`provide safe
and suitable homes for all economic levels, household sizes, age
groups, and special needs groups within the community.

• PolicylU3.1:1: On`tfie Land Use'Map, designate adequate
land for residential use atvarious densities to provide a-mix
of hous+ng opportunities for all segrne~its of the popula-
tion, including attached, .detached, senior, and mixed
use housing types, which'~re consistent with community
character -and meet the region's housing goals.'

• PolicylU- 3.1.2: Provide a mix of housing types within neigh-
borhoods that accommodates households with varied
income levels:

• PoBcyLU3.1:3: PromoteopportunitieSforlive- workunitsto
accommodate residents with home- based: businesses.

• Policy LU3:1.4: Promote development of workforce hoes-
ing to meet the needs of those employed in the Santa

' Clarita Valley.

• Policy LU-3.1.5: Promote development of housing that is
affordable to residents, including households with incomes
in the very low, low, and moderate income classifications,

C9rapcer ~: Land Use E~ets~enc

through provision of adequate sites on thetand Use Map,
allowance for density bonuses'and other development
incentives.

• Policy LU-3.1.6: Promote development of housing suitable
to residents with special needs, including but not limited
to senior citizens and persons with' disabilities.`

• ` Policy lU- 3.1.7: Promote development of housing for stu-
dentsattending local colleges, in consideration of access
to campuses to the extent practicable.

Obj~rtrve Lt1 -3.2
Promote walkable neighborhoods that provide safe access to
community services and essential services.

• PoBcyLU•3.2.1: Require provision of adequate walkways in
urban residential neighborhoods that provide safe and
accessible connections to destinations such as schools,
parks, and neighborhood Commercial centers.

• Policy LU-3.2.Z: In planning residential neighborhoods,
include pedestrian linkages, landscaped parkways with
sidewalks, and separated trails for pedestrians and
bicycles:

....... .
06jectivelU -3.3
Ensure that the design of residential neighborhoods consid-
ersand includes measures to reduce impacts from natural or
man-made hazards.

• Policy LU-3.3.1: Identify areas subject to hazards from seis-
mic activity, unstable soils, excessive noise," unhealthful
air quality, or flooding, and avoid designating residential
uses in these areas unless adequately mitig "stied.

• PoBcy 1U-3:3.2: In areas subject to wildland fire danger,
ensure that land uses have adequate setbacks, fuel modi-
fication areas, and emergency access routes.

• 'PolicyL03.3.3: Identify neighborhoods in which uses that
pose a potential hazard to human health and`safety may
beover - concentrated; and address public safety through
use of buffer areas, policies on siting decisions for such

'uses, changing land'use designations, or other means as
deemed appropriate
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• Policy LQ-3.3.4: Evaluate service levels for law enforcement
and fire protection as needed to ensure that. adequate
response times are maintained as new residential devel-
op'ment isoccupied.

• Policy LU3.3,~: Through the development review process,
ensure that all new residential development is provided
with adequate emergency access and that subdivision
and site designs. permit ready access by public safety
personnel

• PolicylU- 3.3.6: Ensureadequate street - lighting in all urban
residential neighborhoods, as appropriate.: for each
community. -~

PplicylU- 3.4.5: Ensurecompatibflitybetweensinglefamily
and multiple family residential developments through
consideration of building height and massing, architec-
tural treatment, connectivity, privacy, and other design
considerations.

• PolicylU3.4.6: Promote mixed - density residential neighbor-
hoodsthat are consistent with community character, and
avoid over- developrr~ent of high density multiple family
units in any particular location.

• Policy ll!- 3.4.7; Minimize the prominence of areas devoted to
automobile parking and access in the design of residential
neighborhoods.

PolicylU- 3.3.7: Ensure adequate addressing in all residential
neighborhoods for,emerg~ncy response personnel:

PoliSy LU-3.3,.8: Within multiple family residential proj-
ects,comprised of multiple buildings, ensure that proJ-

ect designs include- crime;prevention meas_yres such as
delineating public and private open space, designs for
defensible space, easy surveillance by residents of all out-
doorand indoor common areas, lack of dead end aisles or
paths, and similar measures..

Objective lU -3.4
Encourage creation of pleasant neighborhoods that provide a
high ,quality of life for residents.

• . PolicyLU- 3.4.1: Promote the inclusion of green spaces, neigh-
borhood parks, and other gathering places that allow
neighbors to meet one another and encourage "eyes on
the street" for safety putposes.

• Policy 1U3.4.2: Ensure provision of street trees in urban
residential areas where appropriate, to provide shade,
4omfort, and aesthetic enhancement.

• Policy LU-3.4.3: Provide appropriate levels of code enforce-
ment toensure maintenance of neighborhoods in a clean,
healthy, and, safe condition.,

• PolicyLtt•3.4.4: Within higher density housing developments,
ensure provision of adequate recreational and open space
amenities to ensure a high,quality living environment.
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• PolicyLU- 3.4,8: Require architectural desjgn treatment Tong
all sides of new housing to promote continuity of archi-
tecturai scale and rhythm and avoid the appearance of
blank walls (3b0 degree enhancement).

• , PolicylU3. 4.9: Encouragestreetcross- sections,thatlocate
landscaped parkways between, the curb and the side-
walk tocreate avisually pleasing streetscape and provide
pedestrian protection.

~. ~ ~ ~

A diverse and healthy economy.,

Objective LU-4.1
Promote creation of strong regional and local economies.

PolicyLU-4.1.1: Promote expansion and enhancement of the
Valencia Town Center to provide a focal point for cultural,
civic, educational, and shopping activities serving the
entire Santa Clarita Valley..,.,

• Policy LU-4.1.2: Promote creation of village commercial
centers throughout the Santa Clarita Valley to meet the
local and :convenience needs of residents.

• Policy LU-4.1.3: Direct business creation and expansion
for larger companies within and adjacent to existing
and planned business centers and major transportation
corridors..



• PolicyLU- 4.1.4: Promote economic opportunityfor all seg-
ments ofthe community,'including small businesses and
new businesses.

• PalicyLU- 4.7.5: Provide a clear and consistent planning and
permitting process to encourage new development that

.conforms to the Area Plan;

• Policy LU-4.1.6: Encourage the deve{opment of a range
of child care services and ̀ facilities to serve the needs of
working families, inclutling public and private child care
centers,'infant care,'and after - school care, through sup-
portive Toning regulations and permitting procedures.

........................................................................................ ............................... .. ...............................
Ob~eciive LU-4.1
Promotejob creation, focusing on employment generators in

`the technical and professional sectors. `'

• Policy LU-4.2.1: Pursue business attraction and'expansion
programs for clean industries that provide job opportuni-
ties'forlocal residents, particularly in the areas offilm /enter-
tainment,biotechnology, aerospace, and technology.

• PolicylU- 4.2.2: Achieve a balanced ratio ofjobs to housing
through business expansion and economic development
programs, with a goaF`of at least 1:5 jobs per. household.

• PalicyLU- 4.2.3: Encourage businesses to locate in all eppro-
priateareas ofthe communityto encouragejob creation
in closer proximity to workforce housing.

• Policy lU•4.2.4: Coordinate with local colleges to promote
job training programs'for Santa Clarita Valley residents.

Chapter 2,tand Use Elernent

• Policy LU-4.3.2: Promote business development in Castaic
and VaI Verde to provide`a greater range of goods and
services to area residents:

• Policy lU- 4.3.3: Promote revitalization of commercial uses
along Sierra Highway between Soledad Canyon Road and
Vasquez Canyon Road, to encourage businesses serving
the'Canyon Country neighborhoods and support services
for the College of'the Canyons east campus.

• Policy LU-4.3.4: Promote business development that
"upgrades and revitalizes older' commercial corridors,
includingLyons Avenue, Railroad Avenue, Newhall Avenue,
Main Street, and Soledad Canyon Road, fn a manner that
reflects each area's character, architecture, and history.

• PolicyLU•4:3.5: Support efforts bythe Cityof Santa Clarita to
coordinate with property owners and environmental agen-
cies, and provide assistance as appropriate, to promote
clean -up and redevelopment of'the Whittaker Bermite
property as a business a'nd employr»ent center.

• Policy LU-4.3.6: Support efforts by the City of Santa Clarita
to coordinate with property owners and°environmental
agencies, and provide assistance as appropriate, to pro-
moteclean -upand remediation ofoil fields west of State
Route 14.

• Pollcy LU-4.3.7: Promote revitalization and reuse'of the

older industrial areas east of the railroad, adjacent to the
intersection of §pringbrook and Drayton Avenues and in
the Honky area adjacent to the Santa Clara River.

~36f ertive LU-4.4
• Policy'LU- 4.2.5: Promote development of uses that create Expand infrastructure to attract and sustain new business.

job opportunities for residents through the Santa Clarita
Enterprise Zone and other business assistance programs, ' •° PolicyLU- 4,4.1: Promote extension of state of the art commu-
asappropriate. " ' ° nication facilities to serve commercial and industrial areas,

`:.:::.:. ..:...'.: ..:.::... ..:.:... ..:::.:. `:......' .................. including fiber optic cable, telecommunication facilities,
O6jeefivelU -4.3 and othertechnologyas deemwiappropriate.
Enhance older commercial and industrial areas.

• PolicylU- 4.4.2: Improve flood control`facilities along Sierra
• PolicylU~4.3:7: Promote redevelopment in OldTown Newhall Highway north of Soledad Canyon Road to allow increased

through ":construction of public irriprovements pursuant `use of this corridor for business and employmentuses.
to the Downtown Newhall Specific Plan and future area
planning efforts. PolicytU- 4:4.3: Evaluate the feasibility of connecting busi-

ness activity centers throughout the Santa Clarita Valley
with light rail, to provide increased mobility and access
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forcustomers and employees between the Valencia Town
Center, Whittaker Bermite property, Newhall, Valencia
Industrial Center, Magic Mountain and Entrada, Newhall
Ranch, and other areas as deemed appropriate.

• Policy LU 4.4.4: Protect and enhance public utility facilities
as necessary,to maintain,the safety; reliability, integrity,

:and security of.essential public service systems for,all
Valley residents.

Objer~ive LU-4.S
~nsure;creation of attractive and technology- friendly business
environments to attract tenants and employees.

• PolicyLU- 4.5.1: Promote inclusion of employee amenities in
the workplace, including but not limited to outdoor seat -
ing,andbreak areas, child care services, we~~ness facilities,

• Po11cyLU- 5.1.21 Require connectivity between walkways and
bikeways serving neighborhoods and nearby commercial

,areas, schools, parks, and. other supporting services and
facilities..

• PolicylU- 5.1.3: Ensure that adequate bus turnouts, served by
walkways and comfortable, safe, and convenient waiting
facilities, are provided for Sransit users within residential,
shopping, and business developments.

O6IeeCive LU-S.2
.Coordinate land use. designations ..with support services and

public transit in order to encourage uehiclexrip reduction.

• Po11cyLU- 5.2,1: Designate higher- density;residential uses
in areas served by public transit and a full range of sup-
port services.

and facilities for bicycle commuters, including bikelockers
and showers, where appropriate.

• Policy LU-4.5,2; Encourage. the provision of usable open
space.that is aSCessible to employees and visitors, and
discourage the provision of large areas ofwater- consuming
landscaping that are not usable or accessible..

• Policy LU-4.5.3: Promote the inclusion of state -of -the -art
technologywithin business complexesfortelecommunica-
tions,heating and cooling, water and energy conservation,
and other similar design features.

• Policy LU 4.5.4: Encourage the provision of support ser-
vices for.. employees. within business park areas, such
as,dining, and personal services where appropriate, to
reduce vehicletripsand promote pedestrian -friendly work
environments..

~a~ ~u^~_ ~v~nr

Enhanced mobilitythrough alternativetranspprtation choices
and land use patterns.
......................................................................................................... ...............................
O6jet~~v~ LU-S.l

.Provide: #or alternative travel modes linking neighborhoods,
commercial districts, and job centers.

• Poltcy LU-5.1.1: Require safe, secure, clearly - delineated,
adequately - illuminated walkways and bicycle facilities
in all commercial and business centers.
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Policy LU-5.2.2: Provide for location ofneighborhood com-
mereial usesinproximity tothe neighborhoods they serve,
to encourage cycling and walking to local stores.

Policy LU-5.2.3: Promote location of non- polluting busi-
nessesproviding employment opportunities in proximity
to neighborhoods, to encourage walking to work. .

• Policy LU-5.2.4: Encourage transit - oriented development
(TOD) Xhrough designation of land uses that allow com-
pact, mixed -use development in proximityto rail stations
and multi - modal- :transit facilities, in conformance with
applicable policies.

• ,PollcyiU, 5.2.5: Encoueage the mix of compatible uses in
areas where, though not served by rail or,transit, mixed
uses will achieve more walkable: neighborhoods and trip
reduction, in conformance with applicable policies.

Goal lU 6. Co~nn~uiifi A `earance'

A scenicand;beautiful. urban environment that builds on the
community's history and natural setting.,.

Qbjecty~ tCt -6.1
Maintain the natural, beauty of the Santa Clarity Valley's hill-
sides, significant ridgelines, canyons, oak woodlands, rivers
and streams.



PoUry LU-6.1.1: Designate ridgelines throughout the plan-
ningarea, andpreservethese ridgelinesfromdevelopment
by encouraging a mnimum'distance for grading and
development from these ridgelines of 50 feet, or more if
determined preferable by the reviewing authority based
on site Conditions.

PolicytU- 6.1.2; On the hand Use'Map; designate publicly
owned portions of the Santa Clara Rivertorrdor and its
major tributaries as Open Space.

• PolicylU- 6.1.3: Ensurethat newdevelopment irrhillside areas
is designed to protect the scenic`backdrop of foothills
and canyons enjoyed by Santa Clarita Valley communi-
fes,through requiring compatible hillside management
techniques that -'may include but are not limited to den-
sity- controlled development (clustering) subject to the
limitations in Policy LU-1.3.5; contouring and landform
grading; revegetation witfi native plants] limited site dis-

Chapter 2:iasad Use E~e~aent

PolicylU= 613.3: Enhance major entrance points to the com-
munity,including onand off ramps from Interstate 5 and
State Route 14; entrances along State Route 726; and at the
northern and southern entrance points on Sierra Highway,
where feasible and appropriate.

Policy LU-6.3.4: Require undergrounding of utility lines for
new development where feasible, and plan` #or under-
grounding ofexisting utility lines in'conjunetion with street
improvement projects where economically feasible.

• Policy LU=b.3:5: Restrict the establishment of billboards
within the planning area.

Obj~ctPV~ 1U-6:4
Protect the Santa'Clarica Valley's significanthistoricaland cul-
tural resources in'a scenic setting through appropriate land
use designations.

turbance avoidance of tall retaining and build -up walls; Policy LU-6.4.1: Maintain the historic buildings in Newhall,
use of stepped pads; end other techniques as deemed including the William Hart Regional Park buildings, the
appropriate. -Tom Mix cottages at Heritage Junction, the American The-

atiertheMelod Ranch and variousothercommercialand........ ........ ......... ........ ....... ......... .......... y ,
Objeci~ive tU -6.2 residential'structures designated `as local historic resources,
Provide attractive public and open spaces in places visited by through implementation of preservation measures in the
residents and visitors, where feasible and appropriate. Downtown NewhallSpecificPlan. - `

• 'PolicyLU- 6:2.1: Promofethe inclusion of plazas,'courtyards, `' PolicylU= 6€4:2:'Enhance tfie area around historic Lang Sta-
seatingareas, public art; and `similar features within com- tion by requiring a Specific Plan for redevelopment of
mercial'centers, business parks, "and civic facilities visited this area.
by the general public,

• Policy ~U-632c " Proeide and enhance traiF heads where
appropriate with landscaping, seating, trash'receptacles
and information kiosks: "'

Objerrive LU-6.3
Beautify streetscapes and gateways to the community.

• PolicyLU- 6:3:1: Promote planting ofstreettreesthroughout
urban areas in the5anta ClariCa Valley.

• Policy lU- 6.3.2: Develop compatible landscape plans for
major arterials traversing the Santa Clarify Valley; includ-
ing landscaped medians and parkways, and implement
these -plans in both County and City of Santa Clarity areas;
where feasible and appropriate based on right of way and
other conditions.

• PolicyLU•6:4.3: Maintain cultural resourcesfrom pre- histor-
icalNative Amereanhabitation and historical settlement
in'the areas around Vasquez Rotks, Elsmere Canyon, and
along the Santa Clara River, through designation ofthese
areas as Open Space on the Land Use Map..

• Policy LU-6.4.4: Maintain the historic site of Mentryville
by designating the site as Open Space on the Land Use
Map.

PolicyLU- 6.4.5: Maintain the historic area of the Rancho San
Francisco Estancia through implpmenfation ofpreserva-
tion measures in the Newhall Ranch Specific'Plan;
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• Policy LU-6.4.6: Through the; environmental review and

,development review processes, evaluate impacts on his-
toricand cultural sites from proposed development and
require appropriate mitigation.

• PolicylU- 7.1.3: Encourage development ofenergy- efficient
buildings, and discourage construction of new buildings
for which energy efficiency cannot be demonstrated.

PolirylU- 7.1.4: Support theestablishmeniof .energy - efficient
Obj~e~'iVeCCf -6.5 _ , industries in the Santa Clarita Valley.
Promote high quality development that enhances the urban .......:.. ... ..... .. ............... .. ........ ......:...,: ...........
environment and builds long -term value. ObjetftV~ LC/-T.2

Ensure an adequate water supply to meet the demands of
• Policy LU-6.5.1: Require use of high quality, durable, and

natural- appearing building materials, pursuant to the
ordinances developed through the County's Green Build-
ing Program.

• Policy LU-6.5,2: Encourage the use of designs and architeo-
tural styles that incorporate classic and timeless architeo-
tural features. ,

growth.

• PolicylU- 7.2.1: Monitor growth, and coordinate ~tvith,water
districts as needed to ensure that long -range needs for
potable and reclaimed water will be met.

• PolicyLU- 7.2.2: If water supplies are reduced from protected
levels due to drought, emergency, or other unanticipated

k I' d h
Policy LU-6.5.3: Require architectural enhancement and
articulation on ail sides of buildings (360 degree archi-
tecture),with special consideration at building. entrances
and corners, and along facades adjacent tomajor arterial
streets. _

Policy W-6.5.4: Evaluate new development in consideration
of its context, to ensure that buildings create, a coherent
living environment, a cohesive urban fabric, and contrib-
ute to a, sense of place consistent with the, surrounding
neighborhoods,

Goal lli~~'~t..~nvironmentall Res~`~n~s9b1~ p~vielopment_;

Environmentally responsible development through site;plan-
ning, building design, waste reduction, and responsible stew-
ardship of resources.

~Q~}~etive lfd 71.~ ,
Achieve greater energy efficiency in building and site design.

PolicyLU- 7.7.1: Require shade trees within parking lots and
adjacent to;buildings to reduce. the heat. island effect,
in consideration of Fire Department fuel modification
restrictions.

Policy LU-7.1.2: Promote the use of solar panels and renew-
able energy sources in all projects;
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events, to e appropriate,steps to unit, re uce, or of erwise
modifygrowth permitted bytheArea Plan inconsuitation
with water districts to ensure adequate long -term supply
for existing businesses and residents.

• Policy LU-7.2.3: Require that alt new development propos-
alsdemonstrate asufficient and sustainable water supply
prior to approval

(1 &j~rti~~ ZU 73
Protect surface anc~ ground water quality through, design of
development sites and, drainage improvements.

• Policy LU-7.3.1: Promote the use of permeable paving mate-
rials to allow infiltration of surface ,water intothe water
table.

PolicylU- 7.3.2: Maintainstormwaterrunoffonsite ,bydirect-
ingdrainage into rain gardens, natural landscaped swales,
rain barrels, permeable areas and use of drainage areas as
design elements, where feasible and reasonable.

• PolicyLU- 7.3.3: Seek methods,to decrease impermeable site
area where reasonable and. feasible, in order to reduce
stormwater runoff and increase groundwater infiltra-
t~on, including,use of shared parking and other means
as.appropriate.

• PolicyLU- 7.3.4: Implement best management practices for
erosion control throughout the construction and devel-
opmentprocess.



• PolicyLU= 7.3.5: Limit developmentwithnflood -prone areas
to minimize down-stream impacfs`

• Policy LU-7.3.6: Support emerging methods and technolo-
giesfor the on-site capture, treatment, and infiltration of
stormwater and greywater, and amendthe County Code
to allow these methods and technologies when they are
proven to be safe and feasible.

Chapter 2: Lind Use ~lem~r~t

•' Policy'LU- 7:6.3: Protect wildlife corridors through site
'design and appropriate land use designations,'including
`mapped corridors and other corridors that maybe identi-

fied through biological surveys: `

• PoUcy LU 7.6.4: Encourage site designs that protect oak
trees, Hillsides, and biological resources through creative
solutions.

Objective tt~ -7,4 Objec~iue ~U-7.7
Promote water conservation through building and site '' Protect significant rnineral resources, natural gas storagefacili-
tlesign: ties, and petroleum extraction facilities from encroachment by

incompatible uses.
PolicyLU- 7.4.1: Requiretlieuseofdroughttolerantlandscap-
ing, native California plant materials, and evapotranspira- '' PolicylU- 7:7.7: Maintain a suitable distance and/or provide
tion (smart) irrigation systems. '` buffering to separate aggregate mining and processing

_ _ f b .d ~ d, h . hactivities rom near y rest entia uses an of er uses wit
• PolicyLU 7.4:2: Requirethe use of low- flowfixtures in all non- sensitive receptors to noise and airborne emissions.

` residential development and residential development with `
five or more dwelling units, whic{i`may include but are not
limited to water conserving shower heads, toilets, water-
lessurinals and motion- sensorfaucets,and encourage use

'of such fixturesin building'retrofits asappropriate.

Objertiv~tU -7.~'
Promote waste reduction through. site and building design.

• Poliey lU•7.5.1: Ensure that all new development provides
adequate space'for recycling receptacles and bins on
site.

• Policy LU-7.5.`2: Promote the use of recycled building
materials.

06jective LU`7.6
Protect natural habitats throughsite design where reasonable
and feasible. 

,_.

• PolicylU- 7.6.1: Limit outdoorlightinglevelstotheminimum
needed for safety and security, and 'encourage lower light-

'inglevels when businessesare closed.

•' PolicyLU- 7:6.2: Preserve' habitatconnectivityinsiteplanning
where feasible, and discourage the creation of open space
islands surrounded by paving.

• Policy LU-7.7.2: Avoid designating land uses'in areas with
significant mineral resources or utility facilities "that would
preclade the future extraction and use'of thosefesources
and facilities.

• `Policy LU-7.7.3: Encourage the operators of existing surface
mines to consider an end use site restoration plan that will
result inland use conversions to aide in implementing the
jobs- housing`balancepolicies, economicvitalitygoalsand
policies, and which will reinforce the image of the Santa
Clarita Valley as an eco, conscious community.;.

........................................................... ...............................
Objective LU-78
Protect significant woodlantls, heritage oak trees, and other
biological "resources from the impact "s of development.`

• ,PolicyLU- 7.8.1: Adopt and implement policies for protection
of oak woodlands and oak trees throughout the plan-
ning area that are compatible'with City of Santa Clarita
policies.

• Policy'LU= 7.8.2: ProtectaltdesignatedSignificantEcological
Areas (SEA'S) from' incompatible development:
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'' ~ ~

Equitable and convenient access to social, cultural, educational,
civic, medical, and recreational facilities and opportunities for
all residents.

Ob/ettav~ Ltl ~.1
Work with service providers to plan for adequate community
facilities and services to meet the needs of present and future
residents.

• Policy LU-8.1.1: Coordinate plans for new residential devel-
opmentwith affected school districts to ensure adequate
mitigation of impacts on school facilities; provision of
facilities and programs to promote academic excellence for
Santa Clarita:Valley students; coordinatipn on joint use of
facilities and transportation;. and long- range, planning.

• PolicyLU- 8.1.2: Implement a master plan far trails through-
outthe Santa Clarita Valley to serve -all residents.

• Policy LU-8.1.3: Implement a master plan. for parks,. with
.special focus on, provision of additional. piayfields for
youth sports in locations accessible to underserved
neighborhoods.

• PolicyLU- 8.1.4: Ensure that an adequate and diverse supply
of,~hild care facilities and services is available_to parents
who live and/or work in the Santa Clarita Valley, by pro-
moting child care facilities in commercial and residential
areas, subject to the provisions of the County Zoning
Ordinance.

z Po1lcy,lU- 8.1.5: Coordinate with the Los An~el~s County
Library System to assist in expanding library services as
needed to meet the needs of the community.

~:,
• PoHcy LU-8.1.6: Coordinate with the Arts Alliance and other

similar entities to promote access to cultural events and
facilities for all residents.

• PolicyLU- 8.7.7: Workwithmedicals ,erviceproviderstofacili-
tate preservation and enhancement of health services,
including the Santa Clarita Valley's trauma center, provided
applications are in conformance with applicable Area Plan
policies and environmental requirements.
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PolicyLU- 8.1.8: Work with social service agencies providing
assistance to, homeless persons to develop and maintain
a suitable shelter in the Santa Clarita Valley.

Poi~cy LU-$.7.9: Assist.. persons and households with tem-
poraryhousing needs by promoting transitional housing
facilities forvictims of domestic violence in multiple family
residential land use designations, subjectto the provisions
of the County Zoning Ordinance.

Policy LU 8.1.10: Coordinate with agencies that,provide ser-
vices toseniors and the elderly to expand senior facilities,
which may include a new senior center.

Policy LU-8.1.11: Work with existing utilities, agencies and
renewable energy,companies to remove barriers to renew-
at~le energy production.

Policy LU-8.1.12: The City, County and the school districts
shall cooperate to identify appropriate land to construct
new school facilities throughout the planning area. Annual
information and update meetings between the planning
agencies and the districts are encouraged.

.Policy LU-8.1.13: In meeting state, law. for mitigation, there
.may be times when additional resources are required
in order for the district to fully prpvide necessary ser-
vices. Accordingly, Developers are encouraged to reach
full mitigation agreements with the appropriate school
districts. impactedbytheirproposedproject. Mitigation
may include, but might not be limited to, .modifications
to existing school sites,

PolicyLU- 8.1J4: Developers of nfill projects shall be aware of
the potential cumulative effect that these smaller projects
have on schools. Pre and post construction, infill projects
shall. be monitored to evaluate student generation rates.

Policy LU-8.1.15: Proposed school sites shall be sufficiently
sized, pre - identified and on California Department of
Education and. Department,of Toxic Substances Control
approyable land, Further site design considerations shall
include appropriate, pedestrian and bicycle access.



O6/er~ive tU-B.
Ensure equal access to community services and facilities by
all residents.

Chapter 2: Land Use ~8es~ent

• Policy LU-9.1.4: Develop and'apply compatible standards
within County and City of Santa Clarita areas for design
and maintenance of utility infrastructure, inconsideration
of the character of each community.

• PoBcyLU- 8.2.1: In making locational;decisionsforsiting new
community facilities, consider ease of access for all users Policy LU•9.1.5: Work with the Los Angeles County Sher-
(vehicular, pedestrian, a'nd transit): iff's Department to expand law enforcement facilities

fo -meet the needs of the Santa'~larita'VaHey's growing
• Policy LU-8.2.2: Identify neig{iborhoods that are under- population.

served by public facilities and community services, and
plan for equitable'distribution of these facilities. PolicyLU- 9.1.6: Coordinate with appropriate agencies and

.... `... ......::. `' ................. organizations to ensure that landfill expansion needs
Objeti'i~eLU -~3 '' ' ` ' " are met while minimizing adverse impacts to Valley
Promote equitable development and utilization of land. residents.

• PolicyLU- 8.3.1:' Requirefairandequitabletreatmentin •' PolicyLU- 9.1J: Provdeforlocationofadditionalwastetrans-
considering, adopting, implerr€enting, and' enforcing fer stations and other facilities to promote retycling and
development regulations and policies, including but not reuse of materials within Industrial designations on the

`limited to providing equal opportunity for'public input land Use Map; subject to the provisions of the County
and cons tlering impacts from developmentapprovals Zoning Ordinance:
on all segments of the population:. - :

_ ......................................._......... ...............................
Obj~rt~v~ CU-9.3

~ • + Coordination of County and City of Santa Clarita sewer master
'planning and sewer mitigation to support future development

Adequate public facilities and services; provided in a timely and avoid fiscal impacts to local government or the existing
manner and in appropriate locations to serve existing and community.
future residents and businesses.

.... '. ...... .....:' :..... , ' PolieylU- 9:2.7: Ensure thafthe cost of extending "new sewer
ObjertiveLU -9~ ` ' infrastructure isfully borne by the development that is
Coordinate landuse'planning with provision ofadequate public' served and is not passed'on to the existing community.
services and facilities to support development: ' `

• PolicyLU- 9.21: Require that all new development mitigates
• Policy LU-9.7.1: Ensure construction of ;adequate infra- its impact on existing sewer capacity by upgrading facili-

structure #o meet the need's of new development prior ties when warranted or payment ofa fee to allow construc-
tooccupancy. tion of new facilities when needed:

• PoliiyLU= 9.1.2: Coordinate review of development projects Policy LU-9.2.3: Develop a common County /City of Santa
with other agencies and special districts providing utilities Clarita ca''pacity -based threshold to determine when new
and other services: developmentwill berequired toconstruct upsized down-

stream sewer facilities.
• Policy LU-9.1.3: Protect major utilify transmission corridors,

pumping`stations, reservoirs, booster stations, and other PolicyLU•9.2.4: Facilitate the efficieht construction of sewer
similarfacilities from "encroachment by incompatible uses, infrastructure by sizing facilities to accommodate antici-
whileallowing non- intrusive uses such as plant nurseries, gated future sewer flows within the sewershed.
greenbelts and recreational trails.
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Policy LU-9.2.5: Cooperate with the development commu-
nity to allow reimbursement for the cost of constructed
sewer facilities with a capacity that exceeds what would
be required to mitigate a project's own sewer impact.

PolicyLU- 9.2.6: Coordinate to ensure that new development
projects have agreed to mitigate both County and City of
Santa Clarita sewer impacts prior to project approval.

The County of Los Angeles will implement the. goals, objec-
tives and policies of the Land Use Element of the Santa
Clarita Valley Area Plan through the following actions.

Action 1: Revise the County Zoning Ordinance and
Map, including Community Standards Districts, as
deemed necessary to ensure consistency with the Land
Use Map and the goals and policies of the Land Use
Element.

• Action 2: Through the review process for new discre-
tionary development applications, require all new
development to be consistent with the Land Use Map
and the goals and policies of the Land Use Element.

• Action 3: Implement policies and guidelines for hillside
development and ridgeline protection within the Santa
Clarita Valley that are compatible with City of Santa
Clarita policies and guidelines.

• Action 4: Implement guidelines for streetscape beau-
tification, enhancement of Santa Clarita Valley gate-
ways, enhancement of regional trail facilities, transit
benches and shelters, and other similar features that
are compatible with City of Santa Clarita guidelines
and will create a distinctive community identity for
the Santa Clarita Valley.

• Action 5: Implement policies for protection of oak wood-
lands and significant trees throughout the planning
area that are compatible with City of Santa Clarita
policies.
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Actiorr6; Coordinate review of major development
projects, such as Specific Plans and projects that may
have regional impacts, with the City of Santa Clarita
in order to ensure consistency of such projects with
the mutual objectives of the Area Plan and the City
General Plan.

Action 7: Coordinate review of any proposed Area
Plan Amendments that may have regional effects with
the City of Santa Clarita to ensure compliance with
the mutual objectives of the Area Plan and the City
General Plan.
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The Santa Clarity Valley's circulation system provides -vital
connections linking neighborhoods, services, and employ-
mentcenters throughontthe community and the region. A
comprehensive transportation network of roadways, multi-
use trails and bike paths, bus transit, and commuter rail
provides mobility options to Valley residents and businesses.
Planning for the ultimate location and capacity of circula-
tion improvements: will also enhance economic strength
and quality of life in the Valley.

The Circulation Element plans for the continued develop-
ment of efficient, cost- effective and comprehensive trans-
portation systems that are consistent with regional plans,
local needs, and the Valley's community character. The
Circulation Element complernerits and supports the Land
Use Element, insofar as a cohesive landuse pattern cannot
be achieved without adequate circulation. The Circulation
Element identifies and promotes a variety of techniques
fob improving mobility that go beyond'planning'for con-
struction of new streets and highways: These. techniques
include development of alternative travel modes and sup-
portfacilities; increased efficiency and capacity of existing
systems through management strategies; and coordina-
ton of land use planning with transportation planning
by promoting concentrated, mixed -use development near
transit facilities.

;~1 C'~, ~

The California Government Code describes conditions and
data that must be researched, analyzed, and discussed in
a Circulation Blement. Section fi530~Fb) states that. the
General Plan shall include the general location and extent
ofexisting and proposed' -major thoroughfares, transporta-
tion routes, terminals and other local public utilities and
facilities. The City and County are also required to coor-
dinate the Circulation Element provisions with regional
transportation plans,'as set forth in Government Code
Sections 65103(f) and 65080.' Regional plans affecting the
Santa Clarity Valley include those of the California Depart-
ment of Transportation (Caltrans); the Regional Mobility
Plan prepared by the Southern California Association
of Governments (SCAG); the Los Angeles 1Vletropolitan

IRCULATION LEMENT
Transportation Authority's (MTA or Metro) Congestion
Management Program and bikeway strategic plan; Santa
Clarita Transit's Transpartation Development Plan; and Los
Angeles County'sAirport Lynd Use Plan. The Cit•culation
Element has been developed in conformance with these
regional transportation programs.

The proposed street and highway network is based on
projected development pezmitted Uy the Land Use Ele-
ment. Policies have been included reyuiring coordination
of land use and circulation planning in order to reduce
vehicle trips by mixing land uses, locating higher densities
within proximity of public transit, and providing greater
access and connectivity for non- motorized travel modes.
~n addition, implementation of the Circulation Elemexrt
will assist the City and County inachieving -their land use
goals for job creation, because the economic viability of
new commercial and industrial development throughout
the Valley will be improved with better access.

The Circulation Element is also consistent with other ele-
ments ofthe General Plan -.and Area Platt. Projected noise
levels as contained in the Noise Element are Based upon
traffic volumes estimated for the CirculationBlement. By
planning for asmooth- flowing transportaton'system, the
potential of shorter trip lengths, and alternative travel
modes, the Circulation Element encourages reduction of
vehicle emissions as envisioned by the Conservation and
Open Space Element. Trails and bikeways are addressed in
the Circulation Element as well as in'tlie Conservation and

'Open Space Element. Policies to`ensure that -the circula-
ton system is safe, such as provision bf emergency access
and maintenance of evacuation routes, are consistent'with
provisions of the Safety Element. Finally, the provision
of any adequate circulation system to support residential
development is consistent with the Housing Element.

TAe Circulation Element has been developed based on
analysis of existing conditions in the Valley; futuie devel-
opment in both City and County areas; and'anticipated
growth. A variety of data were used to quantify and char-
acterize existing and future projected traffic volumes and
conditions .along roadway links and at key- intersection §.
A traffic model was developed to distribute and' analyze
projected trips based on developrnent'projections:' Based
on this information, recommendations were formulated

72



Las Angeles County Sang Clarita UaEt~y Area PBan

for the roadway designations shown on the Circulation
Map, and for goals, policies and programs included in the
Circulation, Element.

1, ~ i 1';
r ~ ~ r ,

To provide greafer clarity on circulation issues, and needs
affecting the:street and highway system; several key terms
are discussed in,this section.

Access ~~d ~i~bility
The Valley's system of streets and highways consists of
a range of transportation facilities that serve two basic
functions for motorists: mobility, and lend access. +Mob l-
ity means providing the facilities for motorists to travel
between points of activity, and access meanspxoviding for
entrance: and egress to a particular laid parcel or develop-
ment site at -the final destination.:. A.circulation network
is .composed of facilities that emphasize the mobility or
access functions. to different degrees, For example, freeways
provide:limited access but good mobility between access
points, while local rieighborhoQd streets provide access to
every residence but a low degree of mobility, dueto slow
speeds and frequentstops. The streets and highways in the
Valley have been classified.as- follow; based on differing
degrees of mobility and access:

• Freeways. Freeways provide.. mobility with very> lim-
ited access. Generally, federal guidelines call for at
least one mile of separation :between freeway access

'ramps. Within the Santa Glarita "Valley, Interstate 5
(I -S, or the Golden State Freeway) anc~ State Route 14
(SR-1~, or the Antelope Valley.Freeway) are:classified
as freeways; both are under the jurisdiction of Caltrans
for maintenance and traffic control.

• Expressways. 'Expressways refer to State routes. that
provide a high degree of mobility and limited 'access,
but do not meet:the design: standards: for freeways.
Access to expressways can be either by grade separated
crossings or b~ at -grade intecsections,.and state guide-
lnescall for at least one mile of separation between sig-
nalizedintersections. Within the planning area, State

..Route 126 west of I -5 is classified;as an expressway:
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. Arterial streets (Highways): Arterials provide a high
degree of mobility as major traffic carrierswith access
to collectors and soimelocal streets. Theseroadw~ys
are referred to as Highways;in the County Highway
Plan, a component of the Countywide General Plan,
and in the Gity of Santa Claritia General Plan. Arteri-
als are typically the widest streets in -terms of right-
of -way. and pavement width,. and they. generally have
the highest speed limits. Arterials. may be further
classified as major or secondary; based on their width
and capacity.

• .Gollectar streets. Collectors connectbcalstrcets with
arterials and also provide access to adjacentland uses,
thus balancing mobility with access. While a collector
street is not as wide as an arterial, it is aften wider than
local streets in terms of right -of -:way and lane width.

• Local streets: ,Local streets are intended to provide
access -to adjacentland uses. exclusively, and. are not
designed or intended to carry through - traffic or allow
for high speeds. ~'ypically, residential streets within
neighborhoods are designed as local streets.

Roadway systems are .designed with different :types of
streets to balance mobility and ;access needs in an effi-
cient manner. The different functions,ofvarioussoadways
require ;specific methods of;analysis and designr because

:each street type musfi meet different traffic capacity. and
access requirements. While it might be considered desir-
able to pro~ideboth access and mobility on:all roadways;
most residents would not like their local neighborhood
streets to be designed to carry large volumes of through
traffic. Conversely, congestion problems occur when a
street designed to provide rnobilitg is expected to provide
for access as well. Local streets typically'requ re numerous
driveways to move vehicles off the street and onto adjacent

.:properties. When too many access points are provided on
a street intended formobility, friction and conflicts occur
between those vehicles needing access and other vehicles
using the facility far mobility.: Therefore, the designa-
tion ofstreets for different uses has both a functional and
economic value >-and mustbe considered in developing a
viable circulation plan.



Capacity and Cdnn~ctiuity
In evaluating and planning for a functional circulation
system, both capacity `and connectivity must' also be con-
sidered Capacity refers to the ability of the'street system,
including roadways and intersections; to adequately -serve
the traffic demand. It is a measure'of how well the mobil-
ty needs of the =Valley are met. Connectivity is defined

as a measure of how well various parts: of the: Valley are.
linked, and how easy it is to move between different parts
of the Valley. <

A poorly connected transportation system can make even
nearby destinations functionally far apart: Conversely, a

'well connected system can ease travel between destina-
tions by shoftening on- the - ground distances. The street
arrangementwiththe greatest connectivity is a grid pattern,
which provides`many- intersections and mates. Subdivision
patterns that contain numerous cul -de -sacs and looped
streets provide low connectivity; increasing dependence on
the automobile to reach destinations'that rnayberelatively
nearby "as the crow flies:' One of `the: defining features of
urban sprawl is lack of connectivity, which requires more
driving time to reach destinations.

Within the Santa Clarity Valley; connectivity of the street
network is interrupted by topographic constraints, nclud-
ingrollingterrain, canyons, and-the Santa Clara River. In
addition; the prevalent subdivision pattern, comprised of
local cul -de -sac streets with limited connectivity, acts to
funnel -a11- traffic onto collector and arterial streets; As a
result, .regional traffi °e is concentrated on a limited.num-
ber of arterial streets: Projects' such as completion of the
Cross - Valley Connector; the Via Princessa gap closure; and.
plans to create a new north -south connection through the.
center of the Valley (Santa Clarity Parkway), are examples
of projeets-intended to increase connectivity.

The capacity'of a roadway is affected by several factors,
including -the street's width; the number of cross streets,
the amount of green time given to the street at eaahsignal
(signal- timing); the presence or'absence of on=street park-
ing,'the number of turn lanes at -each intersection; and the
number of driveway. Intersection capacity depends on the
lane configuration, meaning the number of through lanes
and turn lanes, their width and alignment, and the signal
timing. Daily capacity analysis is a general measure of a
street's ability to carry traffic; this indicator is typically used
to identify roadways which are nearing or exceeding their
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capacity, and`which should - be the subject -of further peak
hour analysis. TrafTic operations are usuallydescribed by
a roadway's or intersection's level of service during peak
trafric hours.

Planners and traffic engineers are faced with competing
demands when designing street patterns. In order to
increase traffic flow and reduce congestion, they need to
increase roadway capacity and limit access; _however; in
order do increase connectivity and public safety; they need
to slow trafficdown to allow for turn movements, bikeways,
and pedestrian crossings. The design solutions to these
challenges are complex, but many potential problems can
be solved by creatingmxed~use communitiesthat provide
alternative travel modes befween Homes, employment,
schools, shopping, and services:

Level of Service
The level of'service {LOSj designation of a roadway or inter-
sectionindicates whether the capacity is adequate to handle
the volume of traffic using the' facility. The LOS provided
by street segments and intersections are dependent upon
traffic volumes,- ;number of lanes, whether the roadway is
divided; the number ofaccesspoints- (driveways and cross
streets) along the roadway, and the lane configuration at
intersections: 'LOS is a term'used to describe prevailing

.conditions and ,their effect on- traffic: - It is a qualitative
measure which describes operational conditionswithin'a
traffic stream, generally in terms of such factors as travel
speed, -travel time; traffic interruptions; freedom to maneu-
ver safety, driving comfort; and convenience: The-LOS is
represented alphabetically, with; LOS A representing the
least'irnpacted roadway,. and LOSE°representing a roadway
operating at the maximum capacity. LOS F represents
'long queues of traffic and'unstable flows, and is generally
considered to be unsatisfactory {see Table G-1):

Although LOS is an important factor in .transportation
planning, it is not the only or even the most- important
criterion used in all cases. Depending on the' area being
planned; other factors maybe considered as having prior-
ityover expedited movement of vehicles. For example, in
pedestrian- oriented'commercial areas, high= speedvehicle
movements could be detrimental to tfie desired character
of development; and traffic - calming measures maybe used
to slow'vehicle speeds. Ih all portions of the planning area,
traffic LOS must be weighed against other community pri-
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C-1: Level of Service Standards for Urban Streets:_

LOS °A" describes primarily fi~ee -flow operations at average travel speeds, usually about 90 percent of the Free Flow
A Speed (FFS) for the given street class, Vehicles are completely unimpeded in their ability to maneuver within the

traffic stream. Control delay at signalized intersecCions is normal.

LOS "B °describes reasonably unim~ecled operations at average travel speeds, usually about 70:percent of the FFS for
B the street class. Vehicles are completely unimpeded in their ability to maneuver with the traffic stream. Control delay

at signalized intersections is minimal.

LOS "C" describes stahie operations; however, ability to maneuver and change lanes in midblock locations maybe
C more restricted that at LOS °B, "and longer queues, adverse signal coordination, or both may contribute to lower

average travel speeds of about 50 percent of the FFS for the street class.

LOS "D" borders on a range in which small inueases in flow may cause substantial increases in delay acid decreases
D in travel speed. LOS "D" may be due to adverse signal progression, inappropriate signal ti m iny, high Volumes, or a

combination of these factors. Average travel speeds are about 40 percent of FFS.

LOS °E" is characterized by significant delays and average Gravel speeds of 33 percent or less of the FFS Such
E operations are caused by a combination of adverse progression, high signal density, high volumes, exCensive delays

at critical intersections, and inappropriate signal timing.

LOS ''F" is characterized by urban street flow at'extremely low speeds, typically one-third to one-fourth of the
F FFS. Intersection congestion.. is likely ~t critical signalized locations, with high delays, high volumes, and extensive

orities such as quality of life and environmental resource
protection, in order to, achieve a balanced approach to
transportation and land use planning.

Peak dour ar~d Ave~ag~ pai9y Traffic V~~um~s
Average Daily Traffic (ADT) is a measurement of the aver-
age number of vehicles that travel a segment of roadway
during a 24-hour perigd. The ADT is a useful benchmark
for determining roadway capacities, and is typically used
for long -range planning analysis. Peak hour informa-
tion, which,is, the highest volume. of traffic. to pass over
a road in a one-hour period, allows for a more detailed
method of,evaluating traffic conditions alongxoadways and
intersections, and is used whenever operational analysis
is required.;

Inte~secti~n Capacity
The LOS along urban streets is typically dependenton t,~e
quality of traffic flow at the intersections along that roadway.
Usuallybottlenecks and delays start at intersections rather
than on the roadwaybetween them. The LOS at intersec-
tions is based on factors such as delay time or volume to
capacity ratios, with specific methods of analysis utilized
for signalized and unsignalized intersections.
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Air pu~f ~y end ~a~`~ty Issues
In addition to vehicular moblity.and access .issues, the
Circulation Element addresses broader issues of public
health and safety as they relate to the circulation network.
The greatest source of air pollutants in'the Valley is gen-
erated from transportation (mobile sources). Because
of its geographical location and meteorological condi-
tions,the Santa,Clarita Valley;records some of the highest
ozone readings in the. South Coast Air Basin. ,Although
ozone concentrations are. generated largely from pollutants
transported, from outside the Valley,: focally- generated
air pollutants axe also an issue for Valley residents due
to increased automobile tra1~1c associated with growth.
Localized carbon monoxide concentrations are found at
congested intersections, especially in winter. Concentra-
tions of fine airborne particulates also result from locally
generated emissions, such as increased truck traffic.

I,and,use patterns and the density of development directly
.affect the amount of air pollution that is generated: from
mobile sources within a community. Land uses that are
segregated increase. the number of motor vehicle trips and
associated air pollutant emissions, because it is inconve-
nient orimpossible towalk orbicycle between destinations
or public transit is not.available. Communities.in which
the ratio of jobs to housing units is not balanced result in
additional.vehicle mllestraveled bycommuters who must
drive to employment centers.. When communities are



designed to mix residential with commercial, business, and
employment uses, the trip length and frequency of motor
vehicle;use can be reduced. Goals and policies included the
Land Use, Conservation, and Circulation Elemenfis have

:been- coordinated to address the: related issues. of traf~'ic,
land use patterns, and air quality:

A recent book on the impacts of urban sprawl. highlights.
the enormous toll that automobile accidents andpedestrian
fatalities take on public health, stating that `9utorinobl~s
claim more than 40;0001ives each year in the United "States.
Automobile crashes are. the leading cause of death among;
people from one year to 24 years old, cause about3.4 million
nonfatal injuries each.year, and cost an estimated $200 bit-
lion annually. "' Designing a roadway system that protects
public safety is of paramount importance, and this. issue is
addressed in the goals and policies of the CirculationEle-
ment 'The issue of safety for bicyclists' and pedestrians is
also a primary concern for developing a healthy and safe
circulation system for the Valley, and the maps and policies
of the Circulation Element have been prepared to address
safe pedestrian routes and bikeways.

~'U. CONGESTION MANAGEMENT

The Gorigestio~ Management Program (CMP)"was enacted
by "the California Legislature in 1989 ̀ to improve traffic
congestion in'urban areas. The program became effective
with tlie' passage of'Proposit on 111 in 1990; which also
increased th`e State gas'tax. Funds generated by Proposition
111 are available to cities aril counties for regional road
improvements, provided these agencies are in compliance
with CIVIP requirements. The intent of the legislation was
to link'transportation;'land nse and a equality decisions
by addressing the impact of local growth on the regional
transportation" system. 'State statute'requires that a' CMP
be developed, adopted, and updated biennially for every
county that includes an urbanized area, wAich shall include

'every city aril `county'government within' that county.
Tlierefore,`the City of`Santa'Clarita aid County of Los
Angeles must comply with CIVIP requirements in developing
a circulation plan for the Santa Clarita Valley.

Under the legislation regional agencies are designated
within each county to prepare and administer the CMP for
agencies within'that county:' Each local planning agency
included in the'CMP has the following responsibilities:'

i Frumkin, Hnward, t. awrencefrank, Richardlacksnn, UrbnnS} tirardundpub lteWeatth:pestgnYiry,
Yfur~nir~y and BuiJ<ling for Nevltby Cbrnmuriities. Washintun, Island Preis, 20G5, parye ilp.
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• Assisting in monitoring the roadways 'designated
within the CMP system;

• Adopting and implementing a trip'reduction and travel
demand ordinance;

. Analyzing the impacts of local land use decision§ on
the regional transportation system; and

Preparing annual deficiency plans for portions
of the CMP system where LOS standards are not
maintained.

In Los Angeles. County; the CMP agency is the. Los,Angeles
County Metropolitan Transportation ;Autihority,(Metro).
Metro has the responsibility to `review cofnpliance with the
CMP byagencies under its jurisdiction: - For ariy agency out
of compliance; after receiving notice and after a correction
period, a portion of state gas tax funds may be withheld if
compliance is not achieved. In addition, compliance with
the C1VIP'is necessary to preserve eligibilityfor state and
federal funding'for transportation projects.

Metro adopted the County's first CMP in 1992, and com-
pletedits most recent update in 2004. Tlie statute requires
that all state li'ighways'and principal arterials be included
within'the CMP roadway system: Within the Santa Clarita
Valley, tine following 'roadways are designated as CMP
roadways:

Interstate 5(I -5 or Gold'en`State Freeway);

• Sfafe Route 14 (SR-14; or Antelope'Va11ey Freeway);

• Sierra Highway from Newhall Avenue (formerly San
Fernando Road), to SR-14 at Red Rover Mine Road;

Magic Mountain Parkway from I ̀ S to Ttailroad Avenue
(formerly San Fernando' Road);

• Railroad' Avenue/Newlall`Avenue (formerly San Fer-
nando Road) from Magic Mountain Parkway to SR-14;
and

• State Route 126 west of I -5.
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The 2004 CMP noted that both I -5 :and SR-14 within the
planning -area dcmo~strate traditional commute patterns,
with congestion flowing into Los Angeles and the San
Fernando Valley in the morning and a reverse flow in the
afternoon.. The GMF indicates that all CMS' roadways in
the Santa Clarita Valley except SR-14 operate at a LOS D
or better during a:m. and p.m. peak hours. < Portions of
SR-14 are reported to operate at LOS E during a.m: and
p.m. peak hours, However, the 2004 CMP indicates that
both I -S and SR-14 trafTic conditions have improved -since
the first GMP was completed in 1991, due to the completion
of ~yidenng projects on these routes.

Preparation ofa General Plan update constitutes a project
that must be evaluated for CMP compliance. If a new
General Plan is found to further impact traffic conditions
on CMP roadways, mitigations may:bQ required..The,Los
Angeles County .GMF allows a local jurisdiction.to define
acceptable levels of service up to LOS E

The.200.~k CMP..adopted by Metro found that, while 46 of
the County's. cities experienced very limited,grpwth im the
planning period; most of the County's growth has occurred
in 10 jurisdictions; of which the Santa Clarita Valley is
ranked fourth in terms of growth: Sixteen percent of the
County's growth occurred in the San Fernando Valley and
North County areas,- including. residential, :commercial,
and office growth sectors.

Various strategies are available to local jurisdictions to
mitigate CMP traffic impacts, including constructing new
roadway improvements; managing traffic. flow through
signal improvements and trip :reduction. measures; and
land use strategiessuch as locating higher,density uses in
proximityto public transit. The 2004 CMP found that only
three percent of the total mobility benefit throughout the
County wasa result of land use measures used by local agen-
cies. In the Santa Clarita Ualley,: the City and County have
an opportunity, with the One Valley One Vision (OVOV)
planning.effort to increase the coordination. of land use
planning with transportation improvements in order to
increase mobility benefits.

The traffic analysis,conducted for the OVQV planning effort
addressed these issues, and its conclusions are presented in
the txaffic report;;Based on the trafTic model; all roadway
segments within the planning area that.are designated as
GMT roadways will operate at LOOS E or better at build-

out of the City's General Plan and the. County's Area Plan.
Therefore; the Circulation Element is consistent with the
CMP as required by State law.

V. EXISTING ROADI~AY ~YSTENi WITHIN
THE:SANTA CLARITA VAL~.EY

Regional Access
Regional access tq -the Santa Clarita Valley isprovided by
two primary freeway corridors: Interstate S (I -5, pr the
Golden State; Freeway) traverses theplannng;area in a
northwesterly direction and is delineated with, eighttravel
lanes;. and State Route 14 (SR-14; or the Antelope Valley
Freeway) traverses the planning. area in a northeasterly
direction and accommodates between four and 10 travel
lanes. I -5 provides an important link between the southern
and northern portions of the United States; and also serves
as a vital link for commuter traffic.between Santa Clarita
Valley communities and Los Angeles. SR-14 is -.also used by
a.significant aax~ount of commuter traffic,;as:well as provid-
irig aregional link between the Los Angeles basin aid the
high desert communities of Palmdale and Lancaster. I -5
and SR-14 converge in the Newhall Pass, located,south of
the southerly planning area boundary. Newhall Pass has
traditionally been one of the most congested regional cor-
ridors in Southern;California and is in need of additional
capacity improvements.

Secondary regional access is provided to motorists in the
western portion of the planning area via State Route 126
(SR 126), which ;extends from the City of Ventura east to
I -S East of I -5, SR-126 was once designated along portions
of Magic Mountain Parkway and San,Fernando Road (now
known as Railroad Avenue and Newhall Avenue). between
I -5 and SR-14; however,'these roadways were.turned over
to the City in 2002 and no longer serve as a Skate highway

.alignment.

Streefis arod Flighvuays
,Streets and highways within the planning area have;been
classified into fihe Following categories;;based on their funo-
tion and'design:

• Major Highways are arterials with at least six travel lanes
for high mobility, designed with limited vehicular
access to driveways and cross streets. "The typical road
section includes a raised landscaped median with left



tur =n pockets at intersections: When fully improved
and operating ~t LOS E`, major highways'canaccom-
modate approximately 54;000 vehicles per day. Street
sections may include .striped, on- street bike lanes or
separated bike paths.

Secondary Highways are arterials with: an ultimate design
section of four travel lanes, designed for high mobil-
ity and with limited vehicular access from driveways
and cross streets. 'The'typical road section includes
a median with left turn pbekets provided at intersec-
tions. Secondary highways are.c~esigned to service both
through traffic; and to collect traffic from collector
and'local streets: When fully improved and operat-
ing at -LOS E, secondary highways can accommodate

'approximately 36,000 vehicles per day.'

Limited Secondary "Highways are arterials with° more lim-
ited mobility and greater access, with ari :ultimate
roadway design sectiom of two travel lyrics and with
partial control ofvehicular andpedestriamaccessto the
roadway from. driveways, cross streets; and crosswalks.
The> roadway is usually undivided- and may accom-
modatelimited parking activity and left turn pockets
at major intersections. 'These streets are' designed to
accommodate moderate volumes of traffic and provide
local access to major and secondaryhighways When
fully improved and operating at LOS E these streets
can. accommodate approximately 18,000 vehicles per
day.

tollectorStreets are roadways which'have'an ultimate
roadway design section of two travel'lanes with limited
vehicular access: to the roadway from driveways and
cross streets: The roadway is usually undivided and
does not always accommodate left turn pockets at
intersections. Collector streets are designed'to provide
both access and limited mobility, servicing local traffic
from residential, commercial, and industrial uses and
providing access to the arterial roadway system: CoT-
lectorstreets are not depicted on the adopted Highway
Plan. When fully improved and operating at L(OS E,
collectors can accommodate approximately `15;000
vehiclesper day.

• 6o~al streets are streets :designed for full access and
limited mobility; and mayinclude residential streets,
private streets; service: roads, and public alleys. For

Chaptee3: tsrc~la~ionElemen~

the purposes of circulation planning at the General
Plan level, local streets are not inclixded on the adopted
Highway Flan. However, policies Have been included
in the Circulation Element to ensure that local streets
contribute. to' healthy, safe neighborhoods.

Arterial H g4~wayx ~~d C~l~ec~mrs in th~;S~a~ata Clarity
Va~l~q
Arterial highways traversing the Santa Clarita Valley pro-
vide connections between' communities -and to outlying
areas: Bouquet Canyon Road connects the Santa Clarity
Valley to the Antelope Valley through the Angeles National
Forest. Sierra Highway, which generally parallels the SR-14
corridor; also provides connecEion to the Antelope Valley
as well asanon- freeway connecton'between the'Santa
C1ariEa Valley and the Los Angeles' Basin, through the
Newhall Pass.: The combination of Valencia Boulevard
and Soledad Canyon Road currentlyprovides the primary
east -west connection between I -5 and SR-14 through the
Santa Clarity Valley. Soledad Canyon Road also provides
the primary non- freeway connectionbetween the Gity of
Santa Clarity and the communities' of Agua'Dulce and
Acton. Escondido Canyon Road, Grown Valley Road; and
Santiago Road also serve the Acton community and provide
north -south connections between Soledad Ca-rayon Road
and SR-14..Agua Dulce Canyon Road, which connects
Soledad Canyon Road`to Sierra Highway; is the main north-
south facility in the Agua Dulce community. Escondido
Canyon Road, running east and west, also connects the
communities of Acton and Agua Dulce.

Other canyon routes connect the Santa Clarity Valley to
the Antelope Valley, including Lake HughesRoad and San
Francisquto Canyon Road.- Sand Canyon Road and Plac-
erita Canyon Road connect the Santa Clarity Valley to the
northeast San Fernando Valley communities of Sunland
and Tujunga, via their connection with Little Tujunga Road
through the Angeles National Forest,

The City recently renamed San Fernando Road as Railroad
Avenue'betweenMagic Mountain Parkt~vay and Lyons Ave-
nue.Between Lyons Avenue and Newhall Avenue, through
downtown Newhall, San Fernando Road was renamed as
IVlan Street. Befween Newhall Avenue-and its terminus at
SR-14; San Fernando Road was`reriamed to Newhall Avenue
and was restriped to increase roadway capacity from four
lanes to six, which significantl}~ improved traffic circula-
tionthrough the intersection at Newhall Avenue and Sierra
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Highway. In downtown Newhall, between Lyons Avenue
and Pine Street, Main Street was restriped from four travel
lanes to two lanes with. on- street parking. as part ofthe
.Downtown Newhall. Specific Plan improvements in 2007.
To accommodate north -south through traffic inthis area,
Railroad.Avenue in downtown Newhall was expanded to
accommodate four travel lanes.

Other major new roadways, planned to increase both con-
nectivityand capacity of the arterial system, were included
in the: prior Crculation,Eleme~nt and are also ,includQd
in this, update, ;including the following arterial roadway
segments:

. The. Via Princessa gap closure between its current west-
erly terminus near Oak Ridge Drive and its current
easterly terminus near Isabella Parkway;

The extension of Magic Mountain Parkway from the
ntersectian;of Bouquet Canyon Road/Railroad Avenue

south to Via Pxincessa;

• Santa Clarita Parkway> a. new north- .south arterial
that extends from SR-14 at Placerita,Canyon Road to
Bouquet Canyon Road;

Long: Canyon Road, a new north- south: arterial in
the west side. of the;valley> extends from SR-126 to; a
westerly extension of Valencia Boulevard; and

.. Dockweler Drive from Railroad Avenue to Sierra
Highway.

A complete list of planned new roadways and xoadway
extensions as depicted in the Highway Plan is provided
in Section VII.,: _ ,

Based an existing conditions trafficdata collected fox
approximately X00 selected major segments of County
and City roadway network throughout the .Santa Clarity
Valley, all links,studied are currently operating at LOS E
or better except for the, :following:

• Soledad Canyon Road between $ouquet Canyon Road
and Commuter Way;
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• Whites Canyon,Road between Soledad,Canyon Road
and. Pleasantdale Street;

Lyons Avenue between Orchard Village Road and
Newhall Avenue; and

Newhall Avenue between; Lyons Avenue and Main
Street.

The existing deficiencies noted above are being addressed
by this Circulation Element update through a combination
of measures, such as the completion of future roadways as
identified in the Highway Plan, development of alternative
travel. modes and support facilities, increased, efficiency
of existing systems through management strategies, and
coordination of land use planning,with transportation
planning by promoting concentrated,; mixed -use develop-
ment near trar~s~t facilities.: The traffic model developed
for the One Valley One Vision (OUOV)<planning eflortwas
used to evaluate projected traffic conditions for both the

.existing and proposed City General Plan -and Cqunty Area
:Elan: Circulation Elements at build -out of the land Vises
envisioned by both documents..,This analysis, concluded
that build -out under the existing City General Plan and
County Area Plan Circulation Elements and Land Use Ele-
mentswould result in worse traffic congestion than under
the City; General Plan -.and County Area, Plan Circulation
Elements developed through the OVOU,planning effort,
because more roadway segments would operate at unac-
ceptablelevels ofservice under the prior plans than under
the updated plans.. Further information on this analysis
is contained in the traffic study.

Crnss,ValB~y Cor~nectmr
In order to provide greater. connectivity and capacity,for
east -west, traffic across t1~e Santa Clarity Valley, the Gity
and County have worked in.partnership to complete the
Cross -Valley Connector. The 8.5 -mile system,of arterial
road, bridges, and intersections provides a seamless con-
nection,between Newhall Ranch Road and Golden Valley

.Road, :and a direct connection, between the I -5 /SR-126
junction and the SR-14 /Golden Va11ey,Ro~d interchange.
In addition to serving auto and truck traffic in the Valley
with an ultimate width of six to eight travel lanes, the
Cross -Valley Connector was designed to include a Class 1
bike path adjacent to;the road .way and a landscaped median.



Completion in 2010, the Cross- Ya11ey Connector is pro-
jected to substantially reduce traffic volumes on`Soledad
Canyon Road and other major arterials in the City.

Major Roadway Ir~prove~~nts R~c~ntly Connpleted or
U~d~rv~ay
A recent phase of construction for the'Cross'Valley Con-
nector was the "gap closure ", construction of a one-mile
segment linking I -5/SR-126 with Copper Hi11 Drive /Rye
Canyon Road.' "completed in`2007; this portion of`the
roadway "provides multi =modal access fo the area's largest
employment centers (1;000 companies and 50;000 jobs):

In a cooperative effort between Newhall' Land> Caltrans,
'Metro; -the County and the City> expansion of the inter-
change of I -5 and Magic' Mountain Parkway began in 2007
and'was completed in 2010: The projeet`will help'relieve
existing and future traffic congestion bywidening the free-
way on-'and off -ramps and' Magic Mountain Parkway.

Tfie Hasley Canyon Road interchange at I -5 is also currently
being reconstructed in a cooperative effortbetween'the

'County; Caltrans, Metro, and Newhall Larid.. Construction
began in 2007and was completed in 2009. The project'will
significantly improve fraf~icconditions at the interchange
and includes constructing a new bridge over`the I =5 free-
way, building modern roundabouts on the east and west
sides of the freeway; and providing additional ramps for
freeway access:

Construction of new bridges along Sierra Highway -over the
railroad between Canyon ParkBoulevar "d and Flying Tiger
Drive was initiated in 2007 and completed in 2009. This
project replaced the northbound bridge and rehabilitated
the southbound bridge'on'Sierra Highway, eliminating
the gap. between 'the two bridges. The new`bridge will
provide: wider'trafTic lanes and shared lanes for bicycles
and pedestrians. ''

Anew bridge planned over the Santa Clara River as part of
the Gross'Valley connector was completed in 2010: -'This
bridge will provide a seamless'connecfion between`Golden
Valley Road and Newhall Ranch Road:

Peak Hour Traffic C~nd~tinr~s
The Santa Clarity Valley experiences typical suburban traf-
ficpatterns, which are characterized by traffic volumes that
peak during the AM and PM commute periods. Based on
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existing conditions traffic data and'traf~ic model forecast
data for 23 key intersections within the Valley, the current
AM and PM peak hour conditions will continue to worsen
over time absent any changes to'the current circulation
system. `This'Circulation Element -update addresses the
existing and potential future'deficiencies through a coiii-
bination ofland use and transportation planning; asnofed
in prior sections.

T~a~sp~r~afii~~ Management°System
The City has`completed th'e first stage of an Intelligent Trans-
portaton Management System (ITMS) project. Through
the use of real -time video and other traffic- related rifor-
mation, ITMS interconnects 172 traffic signals to the new
Traffic Operation Center located at City Hall. There; -City
staff can adjust signal problems, minimize congestion and
provide additional capacity on alternate routes in case of
an accident or other incidents. Staff can quickly be alerted
to situations that require the `dispatch of a maintenance
crew or law enforcement personnel'.` Subsequent'stages
of the project will increase the number of roadways and
intersections included in the system, with the ultimate
goal of including all signalized intersections within the
Santa Clarita Valley:

The County Department of Public Works is in the process
of evaluating communications devices to enable- traffic
signals iri'the unincorporated areas -of the Valley to he
monitored and controlled from their Traffic Management
Center in Alhambra. This traffic signal control system
provides for continuous monitoring of conditionsand will
provide once - per -second monitoring of trafficsigrials. The
system enables traffic signal timing to be controlled and
coordinated from the Traffic Management Center:

The County's Information Exchange Network (IEN) is an
advanced traffic management system and network capable
of sharing' information and control of various traffic con-
troLsystems and field devices betweeri'agencies.`The IEN
is currently being deployed Countywide and will improve
regional traffic flow through -the exchange of traffic' §ignal
data among multiple agencies. The'County and ̀ City are
currently discussing connecting the City's traffic control
system to the IEN, which will allow for a coordinated
response to trafi'ic congestion and incidents.
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In addition, the City,and County have been implementing
signal timing along major arterials, using signal. synchro-
nizat on to coordinate; signals with.each other in an effort
to improve vehicle progression and reduce traffic conges-
tion. The .City. retiznes and synchronizes _approximately
one-third of its traffic signals every year, which means
that alb traffic signals are evaluated and retuned within a
three -year period.

Neig~ba~rh~ad;T~af~ic ~~na~gemen~ ,
As traffic volumes and congestion increase on arterial
roadways, some drivers attempt to reduce travel times by
traveling alternate routes using local neighborhood streets.
This neighborhood intrusion by "cut- through ";traffic has
become a concern in some residential areas. The City takes
action when necessary to minimize intrusion of regional
cut - through traffic in residential neighborhoods through
traffic management and traffic calming strategies, including
the use of circles, chokers, and diverters: The County has
an established neighborhood traffic management program
to make neighborhoods safer for pedestrians, bicyclists,
residents and the. motoring public.

Stree~~ Ma~~~~~~c~
The City Public Works Department currently manages a
$5 million annual program for overlay and slurry -seal of
streets..tlppxoximately seven miles of street pavement per
year is maintained under this program. Private streets are
requixed, to be maintained by,property owners ar hom-
eowners associations.

Some portions of the planning areaxequire. additional
street maintenance due to .substandard street sections.
In particular, .older and more rural canyon areas were
developed with substandard streets and lack curbs and

:gutters for, drainage, and sidewalks.. As a result, stormwater
runoffundermines the pavement, and maintenance;costs
.are increased. Road improvements: will be required to
upgrade street systems in these areas.

i ° i

The following steps werefollowed in developing the roadway
component of the Circulation Element:
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1. Documentation of existing conditions and assembling
the data base;

2. ;Update of the City /County traffic model for the Santa
Clarita Valley used to forecast future usage; of existing
and planned circulation routes;

3. Identification of problems, opportunities_ and issues
on the roadway network;

4. Testing and evaluation of alternative improvement
plans; and

5. Selection and.refinement of the recommended circu-
lation.plan.

The Santa Clarita Valley's existing roadway network is
illustrated on:Figure C-1. Average daily traffic volumes for
arterials: within; the Valley were obtained through traffic
counts, to assess existing levels of service. Both capacity
and connectivity of the network were evaluated.

'Ihe traffic engineers utilized a computerized traffic demand
model, the Santa Clarita Valley Consolidated Traffic Model
(SCVCTM), which is jointly maintained by the City of
Santa Clarita and the County of Las Angeles, to analyze
the roadway ,system and develop. a circulation plan. For
modeling purposes, the. planning area is divided into 455

.traffic analysis zones (TAZ's). The model used a software
program comparable to the regional modeling done by the
Southern California Association of Governments (SLAG)
and the County.' Congestion, ~vIanagement Program, in
order to assure consistency with regional plans.

Traffic analysis with a traffic demand model involves four
general steps: 1) specification of the roadway network; 2)
calculation of vehicle: trip. ;generation amounts for uses
within each TAZ; 3) distribution of these vehicle trips to
destination points, and 4) assignment of ~~hicle trips. to
specific roadway segments. used on this analysis, the
model indicates whether planned roadway widths will be

.adequate to handle projected.traffic volumes, and where
capacityproblems tyilloccur. The process requires a model
that. has been calibrated to existing conditions, and the
SCVCTM underwent a comprehensive update and,reca-
libration in 2004. With this calibrated model, the traffic
engineers performed; several difi`erent model runs based
on various assumptions. The model was,run to predict
traffic volumes at build -out of the land uses permitted by
the City and County's Land Use Elements.



Based on the traffic model analysis, the traffic engineers
identified several needed improvements to the street and
highway system. Traffic issues identified 'through the
public input process were also. considered and evaluated.
These traffic issues and needs'lave been addressed`in the
Circulation Plan and the goals`and policies section of the
element..

Once the traffic model was completed and run; it became
'necessary to make certain adjustments to the`Land Use
Plan and the road network to achieve acceptab`l'e levels of
service at General Plan and Area Plan build -out for most

'roadways: In some cases, adjustments were made td the
ultimate right =of-way for specific roadway links: The final
recommended Highway Plan is shotivn on Figure G2, and
is discussed in further detail in Section VII.' -

M:evel ~f 5er~ice Standard
The Countywide General Plan does not "specify an accept-
able Level of Service (LOS) for the purpo`s~ of long -range
planning; however,'in conformance with the Congestion
Management Programs tfie'preferred maximum acceptable
LOS on arterial'roads (i.e:, major, secondary; and limited

'secondary highways) within the planning area is LOS E.
The City strives to acfieve I;OS D or better on highways
to the extent feasible given right -of -way and physical con-
strairifs; while recognizing that in higher density urban
areas there is generally a tradeoff between vehicle -LOS and

'other factors such as pedestrian mobility; therefore, LOS
F maybe necessary at limited locations to implement the

`City's`General'Plan. Iii residential neighborhoods, the'Gity
and Co"unty desire conditions of LOS C'ar lie'tter.

Revised Roadway D~s~gnations _
Designations of the following roadway segments were
recommended to lie reclassified as a result of the traffic
analysis;

1. 'Lake Hughes Road from Ridge Route Road to Angeles
National Forest Boundary - Reclassify from a major
highway to a limited secondary highway.
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2. Vasquez Canyon Road from Bouquet Canyon Road to
Sierra Highway - Reclassify from a secondary highway
to a limited secondary highway:

3. Sand Canyon Road from the Santa Clarta City bound-
ary to Sierra Highway - Reclassify from a major highway
to a secondary highway along existing alignment:

4. Shadow Pines Boulevard /Tick Canyon Road from
Grandifloras Road- to'Davenport Road - ̀Reclassify

'From a secondary highway to a limited secondary
highway:

5. Bouquet `Canyon Road'from Plum Canyon Road to
Vasquez'Canyon Road = Reclassify from a major high-
way to a secoridaryhighway.

6. 'Skyline Ranch Road from Plum Canyon Road to Sierra
Highway - Reclassifyplanned major lighwayfo a
secondary highway.

7. Valencia Boulevard /Potrero Canyon Road from the
Newhall Ranch/Stevenson Ranch boundary to the
planned Long Canyon Road - Reclassifyplanned sec-
ondaryhighway to amajor highway.

8. 'Long Canyon Road from the planned Santa Clara River
Bridge to `the planned Valencia Boulevard /Potrero
Canyon' Road - Reclassify planned secondary highway
to a major highway.

9. Pico Ganyan Road from the Newhall Ranch/St'evenson
Ranch boundary to Valencia Boulevard'- Reclassify
planned secondary highway to a major Highway:

10. ' Jakes Way from Canyon Park Boulevard to'the planned
Lost Canyon Road extension -Add classification for
the existing roadway as a limited secondary highway.

11. McKean Parkway from Copper Hill Drive to San Fran-
cisquito Canyon Road - Reclassify;planned secondary
highway to a limited secondary highway..,

12. San Francisquito Canyon Road from the planned.
extension of McKean Parkway to tihe Ai~gelesNational
Forest - Reclassify from a secondary highway to a
limited secondary highway.

sz



t,os Angetes C¢unty Santa CIa~6ta iialley Area PCan

13. Lost Canyon Road from fakes Way to Sand Canyon The following roadway alignments were recommended
Road - Reclassify planned major highway to asecond- to be realigned as a result of the traffic analysis
ary highway.

1. Sand Canyon Road;from the Santa Clarita City bound-
14. Davenport Road from Sierra Highway to AguaDulce ary to Sierra Highway "- Realign planned secondary

Canyon Road - Reclassify from a secondary highway highway along the existing driven roadway.
to a limited secondary highway.

,2..Long Canyon Road/Potrero Canyon Road/Valencia
15. Agua Dulce Canyon Road from SoledadCanyon -Road ~. Boulevard at planned intersection - Realign to make

to Sierra Highway - Reclassify from a secondarghigh- Long Gariyon Road/Valencia Boulevard the continu-
way to alimited secondary highway:` ous roadway

16. Escondido Canyon Road from Agua Dulce Canyon -:3. Chiquito Canyon Road/Long Canyon Road at State
Road to planning area boundary - Recla'ssify from a Route 1'26 - Revise alignments to create a continuous
secondary highway to a limited secondary highway: north /south roadway.

The following roadway segments were recommended to be 4. Whites Canyon Road from Plum Canyon Road to
removed from the Highway Plan as a result of the traffic Vasquez Canyon Road - Revise alignment to connect
analysis: from Plum`Canyon Road to Sierra Highway (as the

proposed Skyline Ranch Road).
1. 16th Street from Newhall Avenue to Railroad Avenue

- Remove planned secondary highway. Table G=2 indicates the designation of all General Plan
roadways within the planning area. It should be noted that

2. Sloan Canyon Road from Hillcrest Parkway to Mando- local and collectoz streets,are not included on the Highway
lin Canyon Road - Remove planned limited secondary Plan, whichcontains only major and secondary highways,
highway. expr`essways> and parkways.

3. Castaic Road from Parker Road to Newhall Ranch
Road - Remove planned secondary highway. ,

4. Biscailuz Drive from The Old Road to the previously
planned extension of Castaic Road - Remove planned
secondary highway.

5. Landmark Village (VTTM 53108) Spine Road - Remove
planned secondary highway.

6. "A"Street (Mallory Drive) from Poe Parkway to Valencia
Boulevard - Remove planned secondary highway.

7. Poe Parkway from Stevenson Ranch Parkway to
Valencia Boulevard - Remove secondary (existing
and planned) highway.

8. Cruzan Mesa Road from Whites Canyon Road to
Sierra Highway - Remove planned limited secondary
highway.
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Table G2: Highway Plan Roadways in the planning Area

ExpressNays SR-126

Avenue Scott (from Rye Canyon to Avenue Tibbitts)
Avenue fibbitts
Bouquet Canyon Road (from Plum Canyon Roadxo Magic Mountain Parkway)
Castaic Road (from Ldke Hughes Road to Parker Road)
Commerce Center Drive
Copper Hill Drive. (from Newhall Ranch Road to Seco Canyon Road)
Golden Valley Road. (from Newhall Ranch Road to SR-14 freeway)
Hasley Canyon Road (from Commerce Center Drive to 1-5 freeway)
fake ~;iughes Road (from The Old Road to Ridgy RQyte Road).
Long Canyon Road (from SR-126 to Valencia Boulevard)
Lost Canyon Road (from Jakes Way to Via Princessa)
Lyons Avenue
MagicMountain Parkway (from Comrneree Center Drive to -:Via Princessa)
McKean Parkway (from l -5 freeway to Copper Hit) Drive)
Newhall Avenue (from Railroad Avenue to SR-14 freeway) ,
Newhall Ranch Road

Major Highways Orchard Village Road
Parker Road (from -The Old'Road to:Castaic Road),
Pico Canyon Road:
Plum Canyon Road
Railroad Avenue (from Magic Mountain Parkway to Lyons Avenue)
Rye Cany'orr Road'
Sand Canyon Road (from Soledad Canyon=Road to Lost Canyon:Road)
Santa Clarita Parkway (fro. m Bouquet Canyon Road to Sierra Highway)
sierra Highway
Soledad `Canyon, Road
Stevenson' Raneh Parkway a
The OId Road (from' HasleyCanyon -,Road to Lyons Avenue)
The OId Road (from Calgeove Boulevard to Sierra Highway)
Valencia Boulevard
Via Princessa (from Wiley Canyon Road to Lost Canyon Road)
Whites Canyon Road
Wiley Canyon Road (from Lyons Avenue to Via Princessa)'
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Secondary Highways

Limited Secondary,
Highways

Parkways
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16th Street (from Orcha~~d Village Road Yo Newhall Avenue)
Avenue Scott (from Avenue Tibbitts to McKean Parkway)
6ouque~ Canyon Road (fi~om Plum Canyon Road to Angeles National Forest boundary)
Calgrove ~oulevar~d
Canyon Park Boulevard
Copper Hili Drive (from Seco Canyon Road to bouquet Canyon Road)
Decoro Drive
Dickason Drive
Dockv~~eiler Drive
Golden Valley Road (from fJewhall Ranch Road to Plum Canyon Road)
Golden Valley Road (from SR-14 freewayto Via P~~incessa)
Haskell Canyon Road (from Copper Hill Drive to Bouquet Canyon Road)
Halley Canyon Road (from Del V~IIc Road to Commerce Center Drive)
Hilicrest Parkway
Long Canyon Road (from Chiquito Canyon Road to SR-126)
Lost Canyon Road (from Jakes V~ay to Sand Canyon Road)
Magic Mountain Parkway (from Long Canyon Road to Commerce Center Drive)
Newhall Avenue (from 16th Street to P,ailroad Avenue)
Placerita Canyon Road (from Sierra Higf~wayto Sand Canyon Road)
Potrero Canyon Road
Railroad Avenue (from Lyons Avenue to Newhall Avenue)
Ridge Route Road (from apE~r~oximately 3/, mile north of Northl~ke Hills elementary school to
Castaic Road}
Rockwell Canyon Road
Sand Canyon Road (from Sierra Highway Yo Soledad Canyon Road)
Seco Canyon (from Co~pei~ Hill Drive to Bouquet Canyon Road)
Shadow Pines Boulevard
Skyline I;anch Road
Sloan Canyon Road (fi~om The Old Road to Quail Valley Road)
The Old Road (from Oak Valley Road to Halley Canyon Road)
The Old Load (from Pico Canyon Road Yo Calgrovc Boulev~r~d)
Tourney Road
Valley Street
Via Princessa (from I ost Canyon Road to Golden Valley Road)
Wiley Canyon Road (from Lyons Avenue to Calyrove Boulevard]

- — - __ _ -
Agua Dulce,Canyon Road
"Bouquet Canyon (from Angeles National Forest Boundary to Elizabeth Lake Road)
Chiquito Canyon Road (from Del Valle Road to Long Canyon Road) ,
Davenport Road'
DeI Valle Road (from Chiquito Canyon Road to Halley Canyon Road)
Escondido Canyon Road
Hasley,Canyon Road, (from Slpan Canyon Road to Dei Valle Road)
Jakes Way
Lake Hughes Road (from Ridge Route Road to Pine Canyon Road)
Losti Canyon Road (from Sand Canyon Road to Oak Springs'Canyon Road)
McKean Parkway (from San Francisquito canyon Road to Copper N II,Drive)
Ridge Route Road (from Templin Highway to approximately ~/amile north of Ngrthlake Hills
elementary school)
San Francisquito canyon Road (from McKean Parkway to ~Iizabeth lake Road)
Sand Canyon Road (from Lost Canyon Roa`d'to Little Tujunga Canyon Road)
Seco Canyon (from Discovery Ridge Drive to Copper HiII Drive)
Sloan Canyon Road (from Nillcrest Parkway to Halley Canyon Road)
Tick Canyon Road
Tournament Road
Vasquez Canyon Road

Henry Mayo Drive (fror~i Commerce Center Drive io The Old Road)
- - - - - --
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A complete listing of the future rgadway improvements needed to implement the recommended Highway Plan is provided
in Table G3.

Table t -3: Roadway Improvements Needed farBuild -Out of Highway Plan.

Agua Dulce Canyon Road

BeV~ €e~)O is~on(~iiclo Canyon Road and io~if,tiruyt new 2 lane Limited Secondary

Avenue Scott

Between Rye Canyon Rq'ad and Avenue Re-stripe midway from 4 lanes to 6
7ibbitts lanes

AvenueTibbitts
---- - _

Between Avenue Scott and Avenue Hopkins fie- stripe ro~devay from 4 lanes to b
lams

-- ---
i 6eCween Aven~ie Hopkins and Magic

Mountain Parkway Construct new 6 lane Major Highway
- --

BouquetCanyon Road

Between Angeles National Forest and Plum ~ Widen roadway from 2 lanes to a 41an
Canyon Road i Secondary Highway

Between Plum Canyon and future Santa
Clarita Parkway

_ - -- - -
getween fut~n~e Santa ClariCa Parkway and
Seco Canyon Road

Re- stripe roadway from 4 lanesto 6
lanes

Re- stripe road~.vay from 5 lanes to 6
lanes

Between Seco Canyon Road and Espuella Widen roadt~ay from 6 I~r~es to an 8
Drive lane Major Highway

- --- -- --
6etween Soledad Canyon Road ar~d Magic Re-stnpe roadway from 4lanes to6
Nlount~in Park~rlay lanes

CastaicRoad - - ------ - - -- --
-__ -- - --

between Lake Hughes Road and Ride Re- stripe roadway from 4lanes to 6
!?Dote Road lane

- - --
.Commerce Center Drive

i
Fet~veen I lenr~y Mayo DrivE~ an~i M~~~ic
Mountain Parkway ~ Construct new 6 lane Major Hic~V~ way

Copper Hill Drive

Gap closure segment

=7~':%

--
Indudes new bridge over the Santa
Clara River

e Includes realignment in lf~ie Cof?P~'r '~~C

Hill Drive area

WIII lose the existing Class II bike
lane due to re- striping

i Will losethe existing Class II bike
'I lane due to r~- striping

-- -

Ind~icles bn~ie widening

Includes new bridge oven the Santa
Clara River

- -__ __
Between Avenida Rancho Tesoro and San Re- stripe roadwayfi~om 4 lanes to 6
Francisquito Creek ~ridye lanes

Between San FYancisquito Creek Bridge and Wicien roadway froi7~ 4lanes to a 6 I~ne Indud25 widening bridge over the
~ McBean Parkway _ h~1ajor Highway ~San Francisquito Creek__

Dockweller Drive
- - -- -- --
Between Sierra Highv~~ay and ~gua Dulce Widen roadway from 2 lanes to a 4 lane
Canyon Roatl Secondary Highway

__

Dockweiler Drive

Between Railroad Avenue and Leonard Tree Construct ne~v 4 I~ne Secondary
Lane ~ Highway

Between Leonard Tree I..ane and Sierra Re- stripy roadway from 2 lanes to 4 Will lose the existing on- street
Highway I lanes parking due to r~e- striping

_- --- - --
GoldenValley Road

PF•t~veen Plum Can on Road and Doroth ~ f~c -stn c road~~a from 2 lames t'o 4Y Y i p Y - --I, Street lanes
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Between Dorothy Street and Newhall Ranch. Construct new 4 lane Secondary. _~_
Road Highway

'_ Between Newhall Ranch Road and Valley Construct new 6 lane Major Highway ~ Includes new bridge over the Santa
Center Drive Clara River

Between Valley Center Drive and Center Re- stripe~oadv,~ay from4lanesto,6
Pointe Parkway l a m s

Between Center Pointe Par!<way acid Sierra i Widen roadway from 4lanes to a 6 lane
E lic~hway ~~ Major Highway

_-_

Between SR-14 freeway andVi~Princessa 
Constructnew4laneSecondary _
Highway

Haskell Canyon Road

Between~CopperHillDriveandGrovepark Re-stri~eroadwayf~~om2lanesto4
Drive /Ridgegrove Drive lanes

Henry Mayo Drive
— - -- -

Between Commerce Center Diive and The Widen Yoadwayfrom 2 lanes Co a 4 lane
Old Road P ~rkway

- --- _ _ __
Lake Hughes Road

__ __

Between I-5 freeway and Castaic Road Re-stripe roadway fro~z~ 4 lanes to 6
lanes

Long Canyon Road (future)

Between Chiquito Canyon Road andSR-126 ~, Construct new 4 lane Secondary _
High~,~~,Y - - - - --

~ Includes new bridge over the Santa
[3Mwcen SR-176 and VaiFncia f3oulev~rd

-
Consir~uci new 6 lane Major Hiyfnvay

Clara River
---

LostCanyon Road

Between Sand Canyon Road and La Veda Widen roadway from 2 lanes to a 41ane
Avenue Secondary Highway

Between La Veda Avenue and lakes Way Construct new•4 faneSecondary:- __
Highway

Bet~.veen Jakes Way and railroad bridge Construct new 6 lane Major Highway --

Between railroad brid~~e and Via Pnn~ essa Re-stripe roadway from 4 lanes to 6

-_ _- lanes

LyonsAvenue

Between Orchard Village Road and Railroad Re-sfripe roadway #rom ~ Imes to 6 Will lose theexisting on- street
~Avenue

--
lanes parking due to re- striping

MagicMountain Parkway
- - - _ -

Between Long Ctinyon Road and Commerce ~ Construct new 4 lane Secondary
Center Drive Highway

Between Commerce Center Drive and Construct new 6 lane Major Highway - --
Westridge Parkway

Between WesCridge Parkway and Six flags
Construct ne~v 8 lane M~~or Highway - --

Magic P~~ountain

Between Six flags Magic Mountain and I -5 ~ Widen roadway from 4lanes to an 8 '
freeway l lane tvtajor High~.vay

Between I-5 freeway and Auto Center Drive 
Re-stripe caad~~~ay from 6 lanes to 8

I_lanes

Fetween Auto Center Drive and Valencia lNiden roadway from 4lanes to an II
6oul~~var~l _ i lane Major Highway
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Between Valencia Boulevard and Railroad I Rc- stripe'roadway from 4 lanesfo 6 ___
Avenue lanes

Between R~ili~o~d Avenue and Via Princessa ~ConsU~uct n~r~ 6 lane ilAajor Highway - --
-- - -- ___ _ _- --

A1cBean Parkway
- -___

Between San Francisquito Canyon Road and ~ Construct n~~ni 2 I~ne Ln~~it~~d Secondary
Cop~~er Hill Drive Hiyh~vay

Widen ro ~dw~y from 6 lanes to an 8 Inciu~ies wi~iei~lnq bridge over theBet~n~een Avenue SCOttand Cree~tside Road 
~~~~e Major Fligh~n.~ay ', Sang Clara River

Between M~yic M~unt~in Parkway ~r~d Re- stripe roadway (rc~rn 6 lands l0 8
- --

V~3~E'flClcl ~cl I1 C'S _

Newhall Ranch Road

Between Rye Canyon Road and Avenue Widen roadway froili 4 lanes to an 8 ~
Tibbitts lane Major Highway

~Betw~en AVenueTibbittsand MtBean ~ Widen rgadwayfrom 6 lanes t~o an 8 Includes v~~idening bridge over the
Parkway lane Majb~Hi~tiviray San 1=rancisquito Creek

Between N1cBean Parkway and Bouquet Re- stripe roadway from 7 lanes to 8
Canyon Road lanes

Between Bouquet Canyon Road and Santa - Re-stripeYOadwayfrom 41anPS to 6
Clarity Parkway lanes

~, Between Santa Clari[a Parkway and Golden Construct new 6 lane Major Highway - --Valley Road

Newhall Avenue

Between loth Street and Railroad Avenue ~ Re- SY~ipe roadway from ] lanes to 4 Will lose the existing on- street
1 lanes parking d ie to re- striping

- -- -- — - -- _ ___
The Old Road

North of Lake Hughes Road

Between Lake Hughes Road and Sedona
Way

- - - _ - -- -
Qetween Hasley Canyon Road and I -5 SB
RamE~s at Rye Canyon Road

Between 1-5 SB Ramps at Rye Canyon Road
and Rye Canyon Road'
Between Rye Canyon Road and Magic
Mountain Parkway

f3et~veen Mcf3ean Parkway and Lyons
Avenue

Between Sagecrest Circle (South) and
Calgrove Eoulevard

Between Calgrove Boulevard and Sierra
Ifigh~.vay

Orchard Village Road

Between ~~ncaean Parkway and Lyons
Avenue

Parker Road

Betv~~een The Old Road and 15 fieeway

Pico Canyon Road

Between Valencia Boulevard and
Whispering Oaks Road

Re-stripe road~~vay frorm J_ lanes to 4 ~'~,
lanes

Vlliden roadway from 2lanes to ~ ~t Inc
- --

Secondar }~ Highway
_. _

Widen roadway from 4 lanes to a 6 lane ',
~Ylajor Highway

Re- stripe roadwayfrom 41ane`sto -6 ' --I~nes

Widen roadway from ~ Imes to a 6 lane Includes ~videniny bridge over the
Major Highway Santa Clara River

Re- stripe roadway from 4 lanes to 6
lanes

Widen roadway from 2 lanes to a 4 lane
Secondary Highway

-- - -- - -- -
Wid~n roadway from 4 i~nes to a 6 lane

- --MajorHighway

Widen r~oad~vay from 4lanes to a 6 lane
Majoi I lighway - --

- -- - -
Widen roadwayfrom 21.~nes to a 6 lane
Major Highway

Construct new 6 lane Major Highway ~--
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'~.~ ~ ~ ~

Between Whispering Oaks Road and I -5 ~ Re- stripe roadway from 4lanes to 6 ~
freeway j lanes

Placerlta Canyon Road

~~~ 
SR 14 freeway and Sand Canyon ~ Widen roadway from 2 lanes to a 4 laneRoaween ___

Secondary Highway

Plum Canyon Road
- -- - __

(3etween Bouquet Canyon Road and Golden~e- stripe roadway from 4 lanes to 6 __
Valley Road lanes '

Potrero Canyon Road (future)

~onstruct new 4 lane Secondary Includes new bridge over the Santa I
~, Between SR-126 and Long Canyon Road

'~Highway Clara Rivcr
-- - — __
Railroad Avenue

~ Between Magic f~liountain Parkway and Re- stripe road~n~ay from 4lanes to 6
---Lyons Avenue lanes

--
Ridge Route Road

Bciween i -S fi~ecv~~y and Castaic Road ~ Widen roadway from 2 lanes to a 6 lan~
Major Highway

Sa~~d Canyon Road

Between Sierra Highway and Soledad ~ Widen roadway from 2 lanes to a 41ane
Canyon Road Secondary Highway

Widen roadway from 2 lanes to a 6 lane Includes widening bridge over theBetween SR-14 freeway and Lost Canyon
Road Major Highway Santa Clara River

-- — - -- -
Santa Clarita Parkway (future)

IBetween Bouquet Canyon Road and Sierra includes nety bridge over the Santa
Highway 

Construct new 61ane MaJor Hiyh~,vay Clara River
L- - -- - —

'I Shadow Pines Blvd. /Tick Canyon Rd.

Between Grandifloras Road and Davenport ~ConsU~uct new 2 lane Limited Secondary
Road ' Hiyh~vay

Sierra Highway
__ - -_- -

East of Agua Dulce Canyon Road 
(W~den roadway from 2 lanes toa 61ane ___

Major Highway

Ben~~een Agua Dulce Canyon Road and ~ Widen roadway from 2 lanes to a 6 lane
\/asquez Canyon Road Major Hiyh~vay

Betwieerl Vasquez Canyon and Soledad WiBen~roadway from 4lanes to a 6 lane
Canyon Major Hiyhv~~ay

between Via Princessa and Newhall Avenue Re- stride roadway from 4 lanes to 6
lanes

Between Newhall Avenue and The Old Road ~h~iden roadway fror,~ 4 lanes to a 6 lane ___
Major I liyhway

-- -- -
SkyllneRanch Road (future)

Between Whites Canyon Road and Sierra Construct new 4 lane Secondary
~- --Highway Highway - --- --- --—

SloanCanyon Road

Between The Old Road and Parker Road Widen roadway from 2 lanes to a 41ane _
Secondary Highway

Between Parker Road and Quail Valley Road Re-stir ~e roadwa from 2 lanes ro 4E Y __
lanes

Between Hillcrest Parkway and Hassey Construct new 2 lane Limited Secondary ___
Canyon Road Highway
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~~ •~~ ~ ~

Soledad Canyon Road
-- -

BetweenRiverCircleandSR- 14free~.~,~ay Re-striperoadwayfrom4lanesto6 - Will lose the existingClassubike
-lanes

__ _-
lane due to re- stri~~ing

---
East of SR-14 freeway Widen road~r~ay from 2 lanes to a 6 lane

Major Hi~h~vay
--

Stevenson Ranch Parkway

Between The Old Road and Pico Canyon Re- stripe roadway from 4lanes to 6 Will lose the existing Class II bike
Road

~ 
i lanes lane due to ie- striping ~i

Valencia Boulevard

between Long Canyon Road and existing
ValEncia Boulevard terminus just west of ~ Constr ict new 6 lane Major Highway ~ - --

'~~ Boulder Crest Drive
— - -—

Between 1-5 freewayand McKean Park~~~ay
Reconstruct roadway from 7 lanes to an

- -
'~__

8 lane i~1ajor Highway

Via Princessa ~I

Between. existing Via. Princessa terminus
just east of Claibourne Court and existing
Via Princessa terminus just west'of Sheldon Construct new 6 lane Major Highway Gap closure segment

Avenue
-

j 2etweenSheldon Aveiiu~a~id Rainbow
-- - -

I Widen roadw~yfi~om 2 lanesto a 6laiif~
__

~~~
- --Glen Drive 'Major Highway '

E3et~vicen Rainbow Glen Drive and Whites Re-stripe roadway froili 4 lanes to 6
Canyon Road Manes

f;etwFen SH-14 fr~e~~iay ~ncl I ost C anyon ', Re- striE~c roadway from ~} lanes to 6 ~~___
Road ~ IaneS

Y Construct new 4 Iane Secondaryex st ne V ~~~ inc ssa teRmi usnustf south of9 1 Highway.
- --

Swdn Lane

Whites Canyon Road
--- --

Between Ashboro drive and Soledad Re-stripe roadwayfrom 4lanesto 6
(-°`Canyon Road _ . lanes

Wiley Canyon Road

Bridge over Railroad Avenue Widen roadway from 4 lanes to a 6 lane Inducles bridge wideningMajor Highway

Between bridge over Railroad Avenue and Re-stripe roadway from 4 lanes to 6 I Wili lose the existing Class Il~bike
', Lyons Avenue lanes 'lade due to re- steipiny
- — --—

Betweeniyons Avenge and Wabuska Street
W roadway fi~om 4 lanes to a 6 lane

--- - -

—

~idPn
ajor Highway

--1
Eetween ~labuska Street and ~al~rove

_ __ - - -- -- - - - -- --
1~l iden roadway from 2 lanes to a 6 IanP

-—
I ',
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S$~61~1~d CpOS5 $EC~i0t1S
The standard cross sections shown in Figure C-3 are adopted for both City and County areas of the Santa Clarita Valley.

Figure C-3: Standard Roadway Cross Sections
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12

Master Plan- Multi -Purpose Riding "and Miking Trail per Santa Ciarita AYea Plan.

Final design of rural highways to be approved by Los Angeles County Department of Public Works:
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Tra~tk Rt)tlfie PiaBt
One of the primary goals of the Circulation Element is
to provide for the safe and efficient movement of goods
throughout the planning area. Industrial uses require truck
access for the delivery of rawmaterials or parts, the shifting
of;inventory, and the delivery of finished products. Com-
mercial uses require the delivery of sales goods to market
and the transferring of commercial inventories.

Designating appropriate routes for trucks within the plan~;._ ~..
ning area serves to minimize the effects of truck traffic on
normal vehicular traffic, and to limit noise and air pollution
impacts on residential;neighborhoods. In addition,_ the
weight of trucks can have deleterious effects on paving, if
the roadway was not designed'for truck traffic. Within the
planning area, streets'approved to be used for truck traf-
fic include all streets designated as major and secondary
highways. Allowing trucks to use these streets, rather than
local and collector streets except for the purpose of local
deliveries, will ensure that the noise and diesel exhaust gen-
erated bytruck traffic will not adversely impact residential
neighborhoods. In addition, by allowing trucks to use all
major and secondary highways, instead of designating only
certain truck routes through the planning area, truck traffic
will be dispersed instead of concentrated in a few locations,
thereby lessening impacts on pavement.

Truck parking has also been identified as a concern,. espe-
cially in areas where residential neighborhoods are subject
to noise from idling engines and refrigeration units. Truck
parking will continue to be regulated in terms of location
and hours,'as issues arise.;

Additional Access for ~~st~ic
The Castaic community, located in the northwestern portion
of the planning area,, has limited access to the remainder
of the Santa Claeita Valley.:Access is primarily provided
by the Golden State Freeway (Interstate 5), which is often-
subject to heavy congestion and closures resulting. from.
snow; wildfires, and traffic accidents. The Old Road is the
principal alternative to Interstate 5. However, The Old
Road is often subject to the same constraints; as it parallels
Interstate 5 through Castaic.

The Castaic Town Council identified Castaic's limited access
as a pressing issue and. requested alternatives to Inter-
state 5 and The Old Road. Specifically, the Town Council
requested an alternative access route from Castaic to the
Tesoro del Valle community. The alternative access route

Chapter 3: Circul~Yios~ Element

would generally travel southeasterly from Ridge Route Road,
in the center of the Castaic community, to Tesoro del Valle
Drive near its intersection with Copper Hill Drive.

The Town Council requested that this alternative access
route be designated on the County's Master Plan of High-
ways. The County's Interdepartmental Engineering Com-
mittee (IEC) evaluated this request and determined that
4he route should not be designated on the Master Plan of
Highways. 'Ihe IEC's determination was based on two fac-
tors. First, the route ivoald traverse steep topography and
other environmental. constraints, making construction of
a Highway extremely difficult and expensive. Second, the
route would traverse lands where minimal future develop-
ment is envisioned by the Land Use Map.

Although the alternative access route is not designated on
the Master Plan of Highways, it could be constructed as
a collector street. As described earlier in this Element, a
collector street is a roadway which has an ultimate roadway
section of two lanes with limited vehicular access to the
roadway from driveways and cross streets..Any future
land division in this area will be regixired to explore the
feasibility of accommodating the roadway and reserving
right -of -way or constructing the roadway, where deemed
appropriate.

Sin Fra~cisq~ita C~ngor€ R~~d E~t~nsaoa~
The Circulation Element includes a proposed extension of
San Francisquito Canyon Road, north of Copper Hill Drive
that would connect directly to McKean Parkway. Prior to
the adoption of this Area Plan, the proposed extension was
designated as'a Secondary Highway. As mentioned earlier
in this Element; the proposed extension was recommended
to be reclassified as a Limited Secondary Highway as a
result of the traffic analysis conducted for this Area Plan.
Accordingly, the proposed extension is now designated
as a Limited Secondary Highway on the Master Plan of
Highways (see ExhibitG -2 in this Area Plan).

The community expressed concerns regarding the proposed
extension of San Francisquito Canyon Road.. Although
the community acknowledged that a Limited Secondary
Highway would have fewer potential impacts on the local
community than a Secondary Highway, they requested

.that the proposed extension be completely removed from
the Master Plan of Highways. The request was evaluated
and it was determined that the proposed extension should
remain on the Master Plan of Highways. The determination

98

;<3 k
„r



lws A~ageles Ccsun~y Santa C6ar6~a {fali~y Ares P~a~s

was based on the need for safe, effective circulation in the
area, as the proposed extension is superior to the current
alignment of San Francisquito Canyon Road. However, the
community's concerns were acknowledged, especially as
they related to equestrian users.

Prior to the construction of the proposed extension;of San
Francisquito .Canyon Road, the County will conduct out-
reacl~ to the community and will investigate any concerns
that are expressed. To ensure that concerns are addressed
and potential impacts are minimized, .the County will
also implement any required traffic mitigations. These
mitigations could include an equestrian crossing above or
below the roadw,ay> provided that the crossing is technically,
environmentally, and financially feasible.

1' ~ ~ 1 1€€~`€

Finding fir Roadways
Metro has the authority as the Regional Transportation
Planning Agency to award regional transportation funds
in Los Angeles County. Metro administers two local trans-
portationsales tax initiatives, receiving the collected funds
from the State. The primary sQUrces of Metro funds are
local sales taxes.. (Propositions A and C) and portions of the
State and. federal gasoline tax. California sales tax on motor
vehicle fuel provides additional, revenue. Metro provides
finding directly to projects through grants of local funds,
or indirectly through allocated federal or State grants.

Another funding source for traffic improvements is provided
by developers, who are required to provide infrastructure
to; support new growth as it occurs. As part of the land use
entitlement and subdivision approval process; developers
are required to build,on -site roadway improvements and to
contribute their fair share to off -site improvements. Often
this fair -share contribution to off -site regional. improve-
ments is collected in the form of a traffic impact fee.

City and County have received sufficient funds over the
last 10 years to make significant improvements to the street
systems in the Valley., More improvements are planned;
including completion of the Cross -Valley Connector, road
widening, and intersection improvements. However, the
availability of funding is limited and targeted to increasing
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capacity of the existing roadway system. Additionally, the
Valley's topography, with its ridgelines, canyons „drainage
courses, and utility rights -of -way,. makes building many new
arterial highways and freeways infeasible for environmental
as well as financial reasons. As,a result of these constraints,
no new frcew~ys or new arterial highways are planned as
part of this Circulation Elemeni, other than those planned
for in the prior Element. Instead, the Element proposes
methods and policies ,to make more. ef~icient,use of the
existing roadway system through various types of system
improvements,,as described in this section.

1"ravel D~maa~d Ma~agerre~~t
Travel pemand Management (TDM) refers to strategies
intended to result in more efficient use. pf transportation
resources, which may include moving people more efficiently
as well as designing land uses to reduce distances between
destinations. Typical TDM strategies include;policies to
reduce congestion through alternative work schedules, use
ofhigh - occupancy vehicle lanes, promotion of alternative
travel modes, and mixed -use zoning designations. The
City's Non- Motorized Transportation Plan identified the
following,TDM measures which could effectively reduce
vehicle trips in the Santa Clarity Valley:

Employer incentives to,proxnote alternatives to single-
occupancyvehicle work trips;

• Employer incentives to promote ridesharing;
• Promotion of alternative work schedules, including

compressed work weeks, staggered shifts, and flex
time;

• Guaranteed Ride Home programs for employees who
use. alternative,travel modes to work;

• Telecommuting;
• Shuttle buses along high- use,routes; and
. Increased use ofnon - motorized travel modes.

In addition to the,Gity's plans for non- motorized transporta-
tionimprovements, regional plans have been developed to
promote alternative travel modes. The Long Range Trans-
portation Plan for Los Angeles County, approved;in April
2006 by the Metro Board, establishes goals and. strategies
to imprQVe mobility, air quality, and access throughout
the County. Strategies, include TDM measures such as
incentives by employers. for alternative travel modes by
employees. and smart growth strategies to maximize :use
of public transit.



Parking a~agem~~t
' Parking management refers to strategies that encourage

efficient use ̀ of parking spaces as a method of reducing
vehicle trips: Recent studies have concluded that park-
ing spaces a're provided at °'a higher rate than needed to
support' development: Tn his book Tli e High Gost of Free
Parking, UC~;A Urban Planning Professor'Dr. D"onald
Shoup presents documentation supporting'his conclu-
sion that reforming parking policy will lead to better
pedestrian environments, cleaner streets and air, safer
shopping districts, and no significant i`ncorivenience to
motorists.z In addition, the reduction of parking require -
mentsmay free land for other more beneficial uses, and
alleviate "tl~e'heat- island effect of large asphalt parking
lots. Based on these concepts, some cities have revised
their zoning ordinances to reduceparking requirements.
Possible parking management` strategies for`the Santa
Clarity Valley include the following:'

Allowance for shared parking befween uses and
:.:sites;

' Provision of public parking to serve multiple uses;
Within transit- oriented,'mixed -use `areas, the sepa-
ration of parking requirements from development
entitlements;

• `Pricixig'(fee parking) strategies;
• Regulation of parking to restrict d`uraCion arid desig-

nation of'spaces for employees and resdents;`and
• Restricting vehicles witfiinpedestrian- oriented areas.

Intersection lonproverrr~nts
''Traffic congestion is usually generated at intersections;

due to turn movements, pedestrian crossings,' §ignal
timing and other traffic control devices. If traffic flow at
intersections is maintained, then the intervening road-
waysegments also generally operate at acceptable'levels
of service. As noted above, the City has implemented
programs for'intersection'monitoring and signal syn-
chronization to improve capacity at intersections.

Based on the traffic model' analysis undertaken for tl~e
Orie Valley One Vision planning effort, which evalu-
ated 23 key intersections within the Santa Glarita Valley,
intersection improvements are required at the following
locations. These improvements may include but are not
limited to `additional turn lanes, installation of traffic
signals, synchronization of signals, and other' traffic
control devices.
2 Show,Donald. i'he fiigb Catioffree Pc~rkrn3. Chicago: Vlanners Press, 2005.
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City Intersections
• $ouquet Canyon Road at Newhall Ranch Road
• Bouquet Canyon Road at Soledad Canyon Road'
• Sierra Highway at Soledad Canyon Road '`
• Sierra Highway at Newkall Avenue
• McBean Parkway at Newhall Ranch Road
. `McBean Parkway at Magic 1Vlountain Parkway

McKean Parkway xt Valencia Boulevard ''
• Valencia Boulevard' at Magic Mountain Parkway

Railroad Avenue at Lyons Avenue
. ' Whites Canyon Road aYSoledad "canyon Road `
• Orchard Village Road at IvIcBean'Parkway

Orchard Village Road aY Wiley Canyon Road

County Intersections
• Tlie' Old Road at Rye Canyon Road
• The Old Road at Magic Mountain Parkway,
• The Old Road at McKean Parkway
• The Old Road at Pico Canyon Road

I.~md`Use S~'r~~~gi~s
As furthef explained in'the Land Use' Element; trip reduc-
tions can be gained by allowing mixed land u"ses so that
residents can walk or bicycle fio needed services; recreational
facilities, parks,'and shops. Theland use plan developed for
the Santa Clarity Valleyincludes many strategies designed
to reduce vehicle trips, including desigriation`of mixed'use
designations; allowance for neighborhood commercial
uses within`residential areas;" allowance for higher resden-
tial densities in urban areas; restrictions on urban sprawl
through'land -use designations; and promotion of transit-
oriented,compact developmenfaround Metrolink stations.
People are generally comfortable walking: to destinations
within one-quarter mile, but' routinely walk one-half mile
to access `rail transit.' Surveys of bicycle commuters indi-
cate that average bicycle commute distance can vary from
approximately 4.5 miles ", to 7:5 miless. By encouraging
mixed uses, -the land use plan will create opportunities for
non- motorized travel modes.

Cong~stibn Relied'
The strategies `identified in this section, including inter-
section'enhancements signal' synchronization; mixed
land uses, transportation demand'and parking demand
3 Srholss6r. rg, Agrawal, Irvin, and (3ekkauchr., "Flow Far, by Which~Route, and Why? A Spatial
An2lysis oC Pedesti~ain Preference;' Mineta 7raiisportatlonmstitute, 2007.
4 Forester, Jahn, "6lcycle Transportation: A Handbook for Cycling 17aiuportation [nyineers,"
iYilT Press, 1494.
S Moritz, William E., "A Survey of Norch Amerian Rlryde Comtnu ters;'Transportation Research
Record 7578, 1997.
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management, and transpo~xation system management, will
all be used. to address traffic congestion. on the Valley's street
and highway system. Hpwever, even with aggressive use of
these programs,.traffic congestion may,still occur at same
locations due to daily and seasonal fluctuations,in traffic
volumes, lack of a grid pattern of streets to provide alternate
routes to motorists, and relatively high volumes of traffic
concentrated along major.: arterial corridors,. The most cost-
effectiveway toachieve congestion relief on surface streets
will be provision of alternative transportation modes that
are convenient, .safe, efficient, pleasant and cost - effective,
as described in later sections of this Element. ,

IX. RAIL S~RV~C

~o6 Ereght,~~rvice
The rail freight element.. of the State Rail Plan provides a
detailed account of the State's rail system,,including service
in North Los Angeles County. ;Port projections in Sauth-
ern California show a doubling of international container
shipments by year 2020. Capacity issues are, a growing
concern_ among California's railroads and rail freight ship-
pers. There is only one rail line extending through :the
Santa Clarity Valley, which is shared by both freight and
passenger rail service. Only. about five freight trains per.
day use; the rail line. The primary issue for freight service
on this line is competition with the service needs of pas-
sengerrail, and potential conflicts with surface street traffic
atrail crossings...

Due to the. rapidly increasing use of the ports at San Pedro
and Long Beach, it has. been proposed that the. port facili-
t es at Port Hueneme in. Ventura County be expanded to
handle a largex proportion of incoming freight, As part of
this proposal, a- fxeight rail line,has been proposed £rom
Port Hueneme through Santa Clarity to Victorville, which
is emerging as a distribution hub. ~-ioFveyer, th~s.concept
has not won wide;support in the Santa Clarity Valley, due
to concerns about potential environmental impacts as well
as economic Feasibility. Other rail needs, such as additional
grade separations and capacity expansion of the Antelope
Valley Route (through double- tracking. and/or passing sid-
ings) have been identified as more necessary and feasible
within the Valley,,

M~trali~k 5~rvice
The Southern California Regional Rail Authority (SCRRA)
operates Metrolink, afive- county commuter rail network
of over 400 miles. Metrolink's seven commuter rail routes

toi

all connect at Union. Station near downtown, Los Angeles>
where connections to _other trains operated by Amtrak
can be made, or where riders may. board buses, vans, or
the Metro Red Line subway to other Los Angeles locations.
Union Station also provides connections to the Metro Gold
Line, a light rail transit line connecting to Pasadena and
other San Gabriel Valley destinations, and to Los Angeles
International Airport (LAX) via the Metro Purple, Blue and
Green light rail lines or tie Fly -Away Bus service. Average
daily ridership on all Metrolink commuter train lines trains
is over 48,000, and more than one mi,llian passengers ride
Metrolink trains each month.

Metrolink began service between Santa Clarita, the San
Fernando Valley, Burbank, Glendale and Los Angeles
Union Station in 1992. Metrolink now provides commuter
service between Santa Clarita and downtown. Los Angeles,
Glendale, Burbank, San Fernando, and the Antelope Valley.
The Antelope Valley line, operates on the Union Pacific rail
line, which is also used for freights rail service. About 24
Metrolink trains per day use the line.

When established in 1992, Metrolink commuter rail ser-
vice included only one station, the Santa Clarity station in
Saugus, near Soledad Canyon Road about two miles east of
Valencia..This station has parking for about 500 vehicles,
restroom facilities, and. a passenger .drop -off area. The
station€ also serves as a major transit center for buses. A
second. station,:Via Princessa> was opened, as a temporary
facility in 19, 94 to serve Canyon Country residents in the
wake of the Northridge earthquake. This statign contains
42p parking spaces. Recommendations todevelop a perma-
nent Metrolinkstation with transfer facilities to accommo-
datebus service, and increased;park- and-ride spaces, were
included in the City's, 2006 Transportation Development
Plan. ,The Jai Heidt Newhall station opened in.2000 with
150 parl~ing spaces, and-was later expanded by ~n additional
100 spaces in 2006. A need has.been identified for a future
fourth station on the east side of the Valley.

As of 2008, 12 commuter trains run: daily. in each, direction
on the Antelope; Valley line from Monday through Friday,
with five trains: departing Santa. Clarity to Union Station
before 8:00 a.m. Three of the .twelve daily trains in each
direction do not extend to theAntelope Valley, and City of
Santa Clarity Transitprovides,connecting express buses for
those,trips. Commuters benefit from the lime's easy access
to the Metro Red Line subway and buses. Reduced Saturday



and Sunday service is also available on-the Antelope Valley
Lirie, with six Trains on Saturday and three Trains on'Sunday
running between Unori Station and Lancaster.

Approximately 6,500 passengers fiypically ride'the Antelope
Valley Line on weekdays, with about1,100 passengers from
the Santa ClarYa Valley. 'Interviews with riders indicatie
'that gas prices, 'avoiding clogged freeways, environmental
concerns, and time forreading'while commuting are pr-
maryreasons for riding''1Vletrolnk. Recently some issues of
crowding have been identified by passengers of the Antelope
Valley line. In response to increased`' ridership, SLRRA
ordered new cars which were in use on the Antelope Val-
leylne in 2008. Passengers have also asked for additional
runs 'during mid -day hours.

An abandoned `railroad right -of -way parallels State Route
126 and Magic Mountain Parkway connecting Santa Clarity
with Fillmore and Santa Paula in Ventura County.' A portion
of the railroad corridor has been'displaced by development
along Magic Mountain Parkway. If this "right -of =way were
re -used for transportation purposes, a new alignment would
be required over much` of this distance: The Newhall Larid
and Farming Company has indicated its`intenYto preserve
the segment ofright -of -way within its'development area'to
allow for potential future use as a railpassenger corridor,
and has indicated interest in constructidn of a'station and
park - and-ride lot. No funding has been identified for "rail
in this corridor; however, future rail service between the
Santa Clarity Valley and Ventura County could be pro-
vided through'this linkage. "One proposal being studied
by the 'Ventura County`Transporfation Committee calls
for extending the Santa Paula Line to tfle terminus at the
Santa Clarity IvIetrol nk Rail Station. The Santa Clarity City
Council has supported extending'the Santa Paula Line into
the Santa Clarity Valley for tourism and'passeriger service,
but has not indicated'support for "any portion~of this line
to be used for freight service. `'

Another concern regarding commuter rail service in the
Valley is the number'of at -grade crossings in urbanized
areas; which have the potential to result in conflicts with.
vehicles and pedestrians, especially during'pealc traffic
periods: In California, grade crossings are regulated by
the State'Publ c Utilities Commission, whose policy is to
increase public safety by reducing'the number of at -grade
crossings. Additional "at -grade crossings will generally

C9~~pter ~: tirculataan Elemen#

not be allowed'except where the Total number does' not
increase. Opportunities forgrade separations will6e con
sidered where feasible in the future. In`the North Newhall
Specific Plan, where an at -grade crossing is proposed to be
relocated and improved; upgrades to other crossings'may
also he proposed.

In cooperation'with SCRRA; the City has studied a'pro
posed`realighment ofthe Metrolink tracks within the Whit-
taker- Bermite "property; however, due td the -cost of such
realignment it was found to be`irifeasible. Planning studies
for this area are also acldressin'g the issue of grade separa-
tions to allow for extension of two major arterial streets
(Magic Mountain Parkway and Santa Glarita >Parkway).

Amtrak Cali~~rni~
Amtrak California rail service does not operate between
Bakersfield and Santa Clarity: However; Amtrak California
operates an extensive network of daily express buses along
I =5 that conned Soutfiern California to and from the daily
Sari Joaquin trains thatoriginate at the'Bakersfield Amtrak
station. Of these connecting Bakersfield' buses, a total of
five daily northbound'and six daily' southbound trips stop
in Santa Clarity at the Newhall Metrolink station. -

WighSpeed RaiFD~~vel~pm~n
The State of Californa`has been studying the feasibility of
a statewide intercifyhigh speed rail network`since the early
1990's:' Various possible alignments have been looked at by
the California High Speed Rail Authority for the 700-mile
route linking the cities of Sacramento, San Francisco, Los
Angeles and San Diego: The proposed rail system would
use steel wheels on steel rails and Be powered by electricity,
with`top speeds of over'200 miles per hour: One segment
of the proposed route'would' extend from Union Station in
Los Angeles to Bakersfield, through the San Fernando Val-
ley,Santa Glarita, the Antelope' Valley, and Tehachapi Pass.
Under this'scenario, the closest station serving Santa Clarity
would likely be Sylmar. The greatest potential impacts of
a high speed 'rail line on the Santa Clarity Valley maybe
from noise, aesthetics, -and on biological resources along
the Santa Clara River. The environmental studies for this
project'are underway. ''

In addition to the State's high speed rail project, the Orange-
line Development Authority (OLDA) was formed as a joint
powers authority to finance, design, construct, and oper-
ate an environmentally sensitive, high -speed transporta-
tion system. OLbA includes 14 Orange County and Los
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