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The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street
Los Angeles, California 90012

RE: GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENT NUMBER 2009-00006-(5)
SANTA CLARITA VALLEY AREA PLAN UPDATE
FIFTH SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICT/THREE-VOTE MATTER

Dear Supervisors:-

Your Board previously conducted aduly-noticed public hearing
regarding the above-referenced general plan amendment to: (1) repeal and
replace the current Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan ("Area Plan"), a
component of the Los Angeles County General Plan; and (2) modify the
General Plan with respect to hillside management areas. The proposed
general plan amendment was heard concurrently with Zone Change
No. 2009-00009-(5), which proposes to amend Title 22 of the Los Angeles
County Code ("Zoning Code") regarding hillside management areas and to
rezone properties in several zoned districts within the Area Plan to ensure
the zoning is consistent with the new Area Plan.

At the conclusion of the public hearing, you indicated an intent to
approve the general plan amendment, with certain modifications, and
instructed us to prepare the appropriate resolution for approval. As a result
of the these modifications, an Addendum to your Board's previously certified
environmental impact report has also been prepared for your Board's
adoption.

Enclosed is the appropriate resolution for your consideration, which
provides for the adoption of the general plan amendment and the Addendum.
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The related amendments to the Zoning Code are being submitted
separately. .

Very truly yours,

JOHN F. KRATTLI
County Counsel

c

ELAINE M. LEMKE
Principal Deputy County Counsel
Property Division
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A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
OF THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES
RELATING TO THE ADOPTION OF

GENERAL PLAN AMENDMENT NUMBER 2009-00006-(5)

WHEREAS, pursuant to Article 6 of Chapter 3 of Division 1 of Title 7 of the
Government Code of the State of California (commencing with section 65350), the
County of Los Angeles ("County") is authorized to adopt amendments to its General
Plan and elements thereof; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Article 1 of Chapter 4 of Division 1 of Title 7 of the
Government Code of the State of California (commencing with section 65800), the
County is authorized to adopt amendments to the County Zoning Ordinance; and

WHEREAS, on February 16, 1984, the County adopted the Santa Clarita Valley
Area Plan ("Area Plan"),apart of the County's General Plan ("General Plan"); and

WHEREAS, the County Regional Planning Commission ("Commission") held a
duly-noticed public hearing on October 5, 2009, November 23, 2009, February 24,
2010, September 29, 2010, December 8, 2010, March 23, 2011, May 25, 2011, ,and
September 28, 201..1 to consider: (1) General Plan Amendment No. 2009-00006-(5)
("Plan Amendment"), which proposes the repeal of the existing Area Plan and adoption
of an updated Area Plan, and the amendment of the General-Plan related to hillside
management areas; and (2) Zone Change No. 2009-00009-(5) ("Zone Change"), which
included the proposed rezoning of properties located in zoned districts within the Area
Plan to ensure consistency with the updated Area Plan, and the amendment to the
County Zoning Ordinance regarding hillside management areas; and

WHEREAS, the Commission recommended approval of the Plan Amendment
and Zone Change to the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors ("Board"); and

WHEREAS, the Board held aduly-noticed public hearing on February 28, 2012,
to consider the Plan Amendment and Zone Change; and

WHEREAS, the Board finds as follows:

1. The Area Plan guides development and conservation within the unincorporated
communities of the Santa Clarita Valley ("Valley").

2. After the initial adoption of the Area Plan in 1984, a comprehensive update to the
Area Plan was adopted by the Board on December 6, 1990, and the Board
adopted several subsequent amendments.

3. The current Area Plan has a horizon year of 2010 and must therefore be updated
with revised demographic information, maps, goals, objectives, and policies that
reflect current conditions, projected growth, and desired outcomes.
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4. The City of Santa Clarita ("City") was incorporated on December 15, 1987. The
City's first General Plan ("City General Plan") was adopted by the. City Council on
June 26, 1991. The City General Plan guides development and conservation
within the City's jurisdiction, which is surrounded by the unincorporated
communities of the Valley.

5. In 2000, the County and the City initiated One Valley One Vision ("OVOV"), a
cooperative planning effort to update the County's Area Plan and the City
General Plan with compatible goals, objectives, and policies that would provide
cohesive guidance for development and conservation within the entire Valley.

6. The OVOV effort acknowledged the common needs and desires of Valley
residents, regardless of whether they lived in the City or in an unincorporated
community or area.

7. In January, April, May, and October 2001, the County and the City conducted
extensive outreach on OVOV with interested stakeholders, including residents,
town councils from various unincorporated communities, business owners, real
estate developers, and school districts related to OVOV.

8. The "Vision and Guiding Principles" set forth in the Introduction to the proposed
updated Area Plan, which were developed, in part, through community input, are
the foundation of the updated Area Plan and the City's updated General Plan.

9. In February 2004, the County and the City released Technical Background
Reports which provided a snapshot of the population, jobs, housing,
infrastructure, community services, health and safety, and environmental
conditions within the- OVOV area and then subsequently began preparing the
updated Area Plan and the City's updated General Plan in light of these reports.

10. In May 2007, a poster plan was released by the County and the City, which
depicted a land use concept plan for OVOV, documented the progress of the
OVOV effort, and identified future tasks for completion of OVOV.

11. As the OVOV effort proceeded, in .May 2007, the County and the City again
conducted outreach meetings with interested stakeholders regarding OVOV.

12. In October 2008, the County released its Preliminary Draft Area Plan and the City
released its Preliminary Draft General Plan. The County also launched OVOV-
NET, an interactive geographic information system mapping tool that the public
could access on the Internet for OVOV-related information.

13. As the OVOV effort proceeded, in November 2008, the County and the City
again conducted outreach meetings with interested stakeholders regarding
OVOV.

14. In conducting its preliminary environmental review for the Plan Amendment and
Zone Change, staff of the County Department of Regional Planning ("Regional
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Planning") determined that a Program Environment Impact Report ("EIR") was
the appropriate environmental document under the California Environmental
Quality Act ("CEQA") for the Plan. Amendment and Zone Change. A Notice of
Preparation ("NOP") for the Program EIR was distributed in July 2008.

15. In 2009, the Draft Program Environmental Impact Report ("DEIR") was prepared
for this project in compliance with CEQA and the County's environmental
reporting procedures and guidelines. Written and verbal comments on the NOP
were addressed in the DEIR.

16. A Notice of Completion for the DEIR was filed with the Registrar-
Recorder/County Clerk and the State Clearinghouse. The initial formal public
review period for the DEIR was from September 4, 2009 to November 2, 2009.
Subsequently, the Commission extended the formal review period for the DEIR
to February 1, 2010.

17. On September 4, 2009, the County released the Draft Area Plan and DEIR for
the project. To facilitate public review, copies of the Draft Area Plan and DEIR
were made available on Regional Planning's website and were provided to
County libraries in Canyon Country, Castaic, Newhall, and Valencia.

18. On October 5, 2009, the Commission held a public hearing regarding the Plan
Amendment (including the Draft Area Plan) and Zone Change, and the DEIR at
the Castaic Sports Complex.

19. .The Commission continued the public hearing to November 23, 2009, then again
to February 24, 2010, hearing testimony in each public hearing session. Over
the course of those three sessions, approximately 50 individuals testified and the
Commission was provided with approximately 100 written comment letters.

20. At the February 24, 2010 Commission public hearing session, Regional Planning
staff reported that the Draft Area Plan and DEIR would be revised and re-
circulated to address various issues and concerns raised in the testimony and
written comments, particularly with respect to the_ CEQA baseline used in the
analysis. The Commission continued the public hearing to September 29, 2010,
at which time it approved Regional Planning's request to again continue the
hearing to allow completion and release of the Revised Draft Environmental
Impact Report ("RDEIR") prior to further public comment, and continued the
public hearing to December 8, 2010.

21. On November 23, 2010, the County released its Revised Draft Area Plan and
RDEIR. To facilitate public review, copies of the Revised Draft Area Plan and
RDEIR were made available on Regional Planning's website and were provided
to County libraries in the communities of Acton/Agua Dulce, Castaic, Newhall,
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and Valencia. The RDEIR was prepared in compliance with CEQA and the
County's environmental reporting procedures. Written and verbal comments on
the NOP were addressed in the RDEIR.

22. A Notice of Completion for the RDEIR was filed with the Registrar-
Recorder/County Clerk and the State Clearinghouse. The formal public review
period for the RDEIR was from November 23, 2010 to January 24, 2011.

23. While substantive changes were only required in, and made to, the Air Quality,
Traffic and Circulation, Global Climate Change, and Water Supply sections of the
DEIR, Regional Planning staff determined, as allowed by CEQA, that the entire
RDEIR would be re-circulated for review and comment.

24. At the December 8, 2010 Commission public hearing session, the Commission
directed Regional Planning staff to prepare the Final Draft Area Plan, the Final
Environmental Impact Report ("FEIR"), and a resolution recommending adoption
of the Final Draft Area Plan by the Board. The Commission continued the public
hearing to March 23, 2011, then again to -May 25, 2011, hearing testimony on
each date. Over the course of those three sessions, 22 people testified and
approximately 130 comment letters were received. At the close of the May 25,
2011 Commission public hearing session, the Commission continued the public
hearing to September 28, 2011.

25. The FEIR was distributed to the State Clearinghouse, individuals and
organizations that submitted comments on the RDEIR, and other interested
parties on September 14, 2011. The FEIR included written responses to the
environmental issues raised in the public testimony and comment letters that
were received during, or after, the RDEIR comment period.

26. On June 14, 2011, the City Council certified its separate final environmental
impact report and adopted the updated City General Plan, which concluded the
City's portion of the OVOV effort.

27. On September 15, 2011, the County released its Final Draft Area Plan and FEIR.
To facilitate public review, copies of the Final Draft Area Plan and FEIR were
made available on Regional Planning's website. In addition, copies of the FEIR
were provided to County libraries in the Acton/Agua Dulce and Castaic
communities, and were provided- to each individual and organization that
previously testified or submitted written comments on the RDEIR.

28. On September 28, 2011, the Commission closed the public hearing for the Plan
Amendment and Zone Change and adopted a resolution recommending to the
Board that the Board approve: (1) the updated Area Plan; (2) revisions to the
General Plan related to hillside management areas; (3) changes to the zoning
designations of parcels within the Bouquet Canyon, Castaic Canyon, Mount
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Gleason, Newhall, Sand Canyon, and Soledad Zoned Districts; and (4) revisions
to the Zoning Ordinance related to hillside management areas. The resolution
also recommended to the Board that it certify the FEIR.

29. At the Board's public hearing on the Plan Amendment and Zone Change,
information was provided by staff of Regional Planning and the County
Department of Public Works ("Public Works"). In addition, 14 individuals
testified, both in favor of and in opposition to the updated Area Plan. A
representative of the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power ("LADWP")
was among the speakers at the hearing and requested that reconsideration be
given to a certain land use designation proposed by staff for a parcel under which
a portion of the LADWP aqueduct is located.

30. At the close of the Board's public hearing, the Baard directed Regional Planning
staff to meet with representatives of LADWP to attempt to resolve the issues
related to the aqueduct raised at the public hearing. Since the hearing,
resolution has been reached on that issue between Regional Planning staff and
LADWP to protect the aqueduct without requiring substantial changes to the
project and which do not change the conclusions in the FEIR.

31. At the close of the Board's public hearing, the Board also directed Regional
Planning staff to accommodate the requests of the town councils for the
unincorporated communities of Castaic and Acton/Agua Dulce, and the Tesoro
del Valle Master Homeowners Association ("HOA") with respect to changing the
land use designations of the Charlie Canyon area and the properties within the
Tesoro del Valle community, and changing the highway designations of Agua
Dulce Canyon Road, Davenport Road, and Escondido Canyon Road to Limited
Secondary Highway. Those changes to the Area Plan were made after the
Board's hearing and did not require changing the conclusions in the FEIR.

32. After the Board's public hearing, an Addendum to the FEIR was prepared
pursuant to CEQA Guidelines section 15164 to address the LADWP aqueduct
issue, and the issues raised by the town councils, the HOA, and the Board at the
public hearing. None of the issues addressed in the Addendum reflected new
significant environmental effects, a substantial increase in previously identified
significant effects, or the requirement for additional mitigation measures than
were otherwise set forth in the FEIR. Accordingly, a subsequent EIR was not
required.

33. The Plan Amendment includes the repeal of the currently adapted Area Plan and
the adoption of the updated Final Area Plan developed through the OVOV effort.

34. The Plan Amendment also includes an amendment to the General Plan to clarify
certain provisions related to hillside management areas, and to allow local plans,
such as the updated Area Plan, to establish the allowable maximum residential
densities in all hillside management areas.
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35. The updated Area Plan includes the following elements, which are compatible
with the corresponding elements in the updated City General Plan: Land Use,
Circulation, Conservation and Open Space, Safety, and Noise.

36. The Zone Change includes modifications to the zoning designations of various
parcels within the Bouquet Canyon, Castaic Canyon, Mount Gleason, Newhall,
Sand Canyon, and Soledad Canyon Zoned Districts to make them consistent
with the land use designations in the updated Area Plan. The Zone Change is
necessary to ensure that zoning is consistent with the updated Area Plan land
use designations, as required by State law.

37. The Zone Change also includes an amendment to the County zoning ordinance
to clarify certain provisions related to hillside management areas, including
revisions to provide that acreage with slopes within a 50 percent or more natural
slope category is not entitled to any density credit within anon-urban hillside
management area. This zoning code ordinance amendment is necessary to
ensure that the County's zoning ordinance is consistent with the proposed Plan
Amendment, as required by State -law.

38. Regional Planning staff conducted an e~ensive zoning consistency analysis for
all unincorporated communities within the Valley. As a result of that zoning
consistency analysis, staff determined that the zoning on various parcels was
inconsistent with minimum lot size requirements of the adopted Agua Dulce,
Castaic Area, and San Francisquito Canyon Community Standards Districts
("CSDs"). Thus, zoning of certain parcels in these CSD areas was inconsistent
both with the proposed Area Plan and with the already adopted CSDs. The Zone
Change makes the zoning on those parcels consistent with the revised Area Plan
and the CSD requirements.

39. The Zone Change. will be in the interest of public health, safety, and general
welfare; is in conformity with good zoning practice; and is compatible with and
supportive of the goals and policies of the General Plan and the updated Area
Plan.

40. The Area Plan was developed to be generally consistent with the General Plan.
The Plan Amendment, however, also amends the General Plan to clarify
provisions related to hillside management areas, and to allow local plans, such
as the Area Plan, to establish the allowable maximum residential densities in all
hillside management areas. These amendments to the General Plan result in the
updated Area Plan being consistent with the General Plan.

41. The Area Plan is consistent with the policies of the General Plan, including but
not limited to General Policies Nos. 9, 12, 13, 14, 17, 22, 23, 24, 49, 64, and 67;
Area-Specific Policy Nos. 63-66 (Santa Clarita Valley).

42. The Board independently reviewed the information contained in the RDEIR and
FEIR.
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43. A mitigation monitoring plan ("MMP") consistent with the conclusions and
recommendations of the FEIR was prepared. Some of the mitigation measures
identified in the MMP are included in the updated Area Plan as goals, objectives,
and policies, and included as action items in the implementation provisions of the
various elements of the updated Area Plan. The MMP identifies the manner in
which compliance with the measures adopted to mitigate or avoid potential
adverse impacts to the environment is ensured. All of the measures identified in
the MMP will be implemented and enforced by the County, primarily by Public
Works and Regional Planning.

44. Implementation of the Plan Amendment and Zone Change will result in
specifically identified significant effects upon the environment. However, except
for significant unavoidable effects related to air quality, global climate change,
agricultural resources, biological resources, water service (outside the Castaic
Lake Water Agency Service Area), and utilities and infrastructure (solid waste),
which cannot be found to be mitigated to less than significant levels, specifically
identified significant effects in the FEIR can be reduced to less than significant
levels with the mitigation measures identified in the FEIR and incorporated into
the MMP.

45. With respect to the adverse effects upon air quality, global climate change,
agricultural resources, biological resources, water service (outside the Castaic
Lake Water Agency Service.Area), and utilities and infrastructure (solid waste),
which cannot be found to be mitigated to less than a level of significance, the
Board determined that the substantial benefits resulting from implementation of
the Plan Amendment and Zone Change outweigh the potential significant
unavoidable effects and are acceptable based upon the overriding considerations
set forth in the CEQA Findings and Statement of Overriding Considerations
submitted to the Board and adopted by the Board at the close of the public
hearing on the project.

46. The CEQA Findings and Statement of Overriding Considerations are
incorporated herein by this reference, as if set forth in full.

47. At the conclusion of its public hearing, the Board certified that the FEIR was
completed in compliance with CEQA and the State and County guidelines related
thereto and reflected the independent judgment of the Board, and certified the
FEIR.

48. The MMP was adequately designed to ensure compliance with the mitigation
measures during implementation of the Plan Amendment and Zone Change,
pursuant to section 21081.6 of the Public Resources Code.

49. The Board certifies that it approved and adopted the MMP for the project at the
conclusion of its public hearing which is incorporated in the FEIR provided to the
Board and adopted by it at the close of the public hearing on the project. The
Board also certifies that it has considered the Addendum for the Project, which
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was completed in compliance with CEQA and the State and County guidelines
related thereto, and that it reflects the independent judgment of the Board.

THEREFORE, THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS:

1. Certifies that the FEIR and Addendum for the project were completed in
compliance with CEQA and the State and County CEQA Guidelines related
thereto; certifies that it independently reviewed and considered the information
contained in the FEIR and Addendum, and that the FEIR and Addendum reflect
the independent judgment and analysis of the Board as to the environmental
consequences of the project; certifies that it certified the FEIR at the conclusion
of its hearing on the project and adopted the CEQA Findings and Statement of
Overriding Considerations, and MMP, finding that pursuant to section 21081.6 of
the California Public Resources Code, the MMP is adequately designed to
ensure compliance with the mitigation measures, finding that the unavoidable
significant effects of the project have been reduced to an acceptable level and
are outweighed by specific health and safety, economic, social, and/or
environmental benefits of the project as stated in the CEQA Findings and
Statement of Overriding Considerations;

2. Adopts the Addendum, which is attached hereto as Attachment 1;

3. Finds that the proposed Plan Amendment is compatible with and supportive of
the goals and policies of the General Plan; and

4. Adopts Plan Amendment No. 2009-00006-(5) which includes: a) the repeal of
the existing Area Plan and the adoption of the updated Area Plan, which is
attached hereto as Attachment 2; and b) an amendment to the General Plan
related to hillside management areas, which is attached hereto as Attachment 3.
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~. PURPOSE OF THE ~ANTACLAR~TA
VALLEY AREA PLAN

The Santa Clarita Valley AreaPlan is a component of the
Los Angeles County General Plan and is intended to provide

focused goals; policies, and :maps. to guide the. regulation

of development within the unincorporated portions of the

Santa Clarity Valley. This updated Santa Clarity Valley Area

Plan replaces in its entirety the Santa Clarity Valley Area
Plan adopted by the Los Angeles County Board of Superv-

sors on February 16, 1984 and subsequently amended on

December 6, 1.990, tvhich'had previously served as the basic
planning tool for the unincorporatedportions of the Santa

Clarity Valley. This Area Plan, as it may be amended from

time totime, isintended toserve as along-term blueprint for

development over the next approximately 20-year planning

period, except where specific policies .address other target

dates as set forth in the plan.

According to the General Plan Guidelines published by

the State of California', an "Area Plan" is a planning tool

that focuses on a particular: region or community within

the overall General Plan area. An Area Plan is adopted

by resolution as an amendment to the General Plan as set

forth in Section 65350 et. seq. of the California Government

Gode. It refines the policies of the General Plan as they
apply to a smaller geographic area and is implemented by

ordinances and other discretionary actions, such as zoning

regulations and Community Standards Districts. The Area
Plan must be internally consistent with the General Plan

of which it is a part. An Area Plan need not address all of

the required elements of the General Plan, when the overall

General Plan satisfies these requirements.

This Santa Clarity Valley Area Plan has been prepared to

ensure consistency with both the County's comprehensive

General Plan and with the City of Santa Clarity's General

Plan. The Area Plan does not include all of the manda-
tory General Plan Elements, such as Housing, because

the County's overall General Plan addresses all these
mandatory issues on a Countywide basis. The Area Plan

contains detailed background, maps, goals and policies
regarding land use and circulation ,planning, and policy-

1 Governor's Office of Planning and Research, Stafe of.California General Plan C,utde~ines, 2003,
p. 7 Z

NTRODUCTION
level discussions: of other issues relating to specific needs

and characteristics of the Santa Clarita Valley such as open

space preservation, .trail planning, hillside. development,

and historic preservation

The 2010 Santa Clarity Valley Area Plan is the culmination

of a unique cooperative effart with the City of Santa Clarity

to work together in creating a unified vision for the Santa

Clarity Valley. The Santa Clarity City Council and Los

Angeles County Board of Supervisors initiated this joint.

planning. effort, called One Valley One Vision, in recogn-

tion of a mutual-need to coordinate land uses and the pace

of development with pravisio~ of adequate infrastructure;
conservation of natural resources, any common objectiives

.:for the Valley. Major goals of the One Valley One Vision

joint planning effort were to achieve greater cooperation

between the County and the City, coordinated planning

for. roadways, infrastructure, and resource management,

and enhanced quality of life for all who live and work in

the Santa Clarity Valley.

The One [/alley One Vision project included public input

during- all stages of the planning process. Community

participation was solicited through surveys, meetings and

workshops, mailings, maintenance of an informational

website, sCakeholder iriferviews, children's and-youth aetiv -

ties, visioning workshops, outreach to Spanish-speaking

residents through meetings and personal contact; place-

ment of door-hangers, bus-shelter advertising, newspaper

advertisements, the Valley Congress, correspondence; study

sessions, and public hearings. An initial. year-long<public

participation process resulted in formulation of commu'-

n tyrecommendations for the'future of the Valley. °These

recommendations were published and ratified by a diverse

collection of community representatives asthe Vision and

Guiding Principles, and are set forth in their entirety in Sec-

tion IX, below. The Guiding Principles also form the basis

for more specific issue-based goals and policies contained

in the various Area Plan elements.

Implementation of the One Valley One Vision policies will

be managed by the County of Los Angeles through adoption

of this Area Plan as a part of its General Plan, and through

use of the goals, policies and maps contained herein to

establish zoning regulations and guide new development

proposals within unincorporated portions of the Santa
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Clarity Valley. Those portions of the planning area within
the incorporated boundaries of the .City of Santa Glarta
will be regulated by adoption of the City's updated General
Plan, which. has also been revised to reflect the common
goals and policies agreed to as part of the One Palley One
Vision effort.

Together, the Santa Clarity Valley Area Plan and the City's
General Plan will clarify and articulate the County's and
City's intentions :with respect to the rights aid expec-
tations, of the general;public, property owners, special
interest groups, prospective,investors, and business inter-
ests..Through these documents, theCountyand the City
inform.-the community of their common goals, policies,
and standards.

01. COMPONENTS 0~ TWA ONE VALLEY ONE
VI51N P~,ANN~N EFFORT

The joint County-city effort to provide for comprehensive
planning of the. Santa:Glarita Valley has resulted in adop-
tion of the following panning documents:

• This Santa,Clarita Valley Area Plan,,adopted by the
Board of Supervisors. on __________ by adoption of
Resolution. No. __~_~____. The Santa Clarity
Valley Area Plan includes the following elements, with
maps, goals and policies specifically targeting the Santa
Clarity Valley:

Land Use
• ,Circulation

Safety
• Conservation and Open Space
• Noise.

• The updated City'of Santa Glarita General Plan, adopted
by the Gty Council on June 14,.2011 by adoption of
;Resolution No. 11-61 and 11-62, The City's .General
Plan includes all elements mandated by State law (Sec-
tion 65300 et. seq: of the California Government C.ode),
with open space and conservation combined into one
element, as follows:

• Land Use
• Circulation

. Housing
• Noise.
• Conservation and Open. Space.
• Safety.

Economic Development

Both. documents became effective on their respective date
of adoption. As required by Statelaw, all subsequent plan-
n ng and development decisions within the, Santa Clarity
Valley planning area shall be determined to be consistent
with these. documents, except as provided herein fox; any
land use: applications pending during the plan preparation
and adoption process. ;

Separate En"vironmentaI Impact Reports were prepared for
the One Valley One Vision'effort, one far the Santa Clarity
Valley Area Plan one for the City's General Plan Update.
The Draft Environmental ImpactReports (DEIRs): were was
prepared in accordance with the requirements: of the.. Cali-
fornia Environmental Quality Act. A DEIR prepared for
the County's Area Plan (SCH #20080711.19) was circulated
for public review on September 4, 2009. A Revised DEIR
(RDEIRj was circulated for public review on November23,
2010. Responses to the comments received on the RDEIR
were prepared and transmitted to responding agencies
on September 14, 2011. The RDEIR was reviewed by the
Regional Planning Commission at a noticed public hearing
on December 8, 2010. Responses to comments and other
relevant documentation were incorporated into the Final
EIR, which was. certified after;a public hearing by the. Board
of Supervisors on February 28,.2012.

IV. PLANNING AREA

L~cat nr~ and Setting
The One Valley One Vision planning effort encompassed
the entire Santa .Clarity Valley, 'generally bounded on the
west by the Ventura County line, on the north by the Los
Padres and Angeles National Forest areas, on the east by the
Angeles National Forest, and on the south by the major rid-
geline separating the Santa Clarity from the San Fernando
Valley. The County's Area Plan includes unincorporated
areas, including the communities of Agua Dulce, Bouquet



Canyon, Castaic, Fair Oaks Ranch, Hasley Canyon, Newhall
Ranch, San Francisquito Canyon, Val Verde; Sunset Pointe,
Southern Oaks, Stevenson Ranch, and Westridge. the
incorporated City of Santa Clarita communities of Can-
yon Country, Newhall, Saugus, and Valencia are included
in the City's General Plan update. The entire planning
area includes over 480 square miles, of which 432 square

miles are in the County unincorporated area (including
235''square miles within the National.Forest boundaries)
and 52 square miles are within the City limits:' The Citys
adopted spHere of influence' includes approximately 29
Square miles which; although still under County jur sdic-
ton, are also addressed in the City's Ueneral Plan: ̀Table
I-1 below summarizes jurisdictional'areas, and Figure'I=1

shows the planning area boundaries.

Table 1-1:
Jurisdictional Areas in Santa Clarity Valley Planning Area

'~ Total Planning Area X85.40
•One Valley One Vision Flrea 250.21
•United States Forest Service Area 235.19

County of Los Angeles 197.53

City of Santa Clarity (incoipor~~t~'d
'~ boundaries)

57_.68

City's Adopted Sphere oflnfluence* 2948

X'Nofe: The City's Sphere of Influence is included in County area; but
must also be included in the City',sGeneral Plan area boundaries for

planning purposes.

The planning area is located approximately 30-40 miles
northwest of downtown Los Angeles, Existing land use

patterns can be tracedlargely to the influence of geographic
constraints. The Valley is framed by mountain ranges,
including the San Gabriel, Santa Susana,: and Sierra Pelona
ranges. Angeles National Forest land, most of which is
undeveloped and protected, .surrounds much of the plan-
ningarea. The natural topography of the Santa Clara River

and its many tributary canyons, in conjunction with the
National Forest holdings, has focused growth in the Santa
Clarity Valley on the more central, level areas between the
Valley's two major freeways. Most of the development has
occurred adjacent to the Golden State (Interstate 5) and
Antelope Valley' (State Route 14) freeways; concentrating
urbanization within a "V" shaped area formed by these
two major transportation routes.

Ch~pter7:lntrad~etion

The Valley's topography is characterized by rolling terrain,

canyons, creeks; and the Santa Clara River. The river flows

from east to west for almost l00 miles from its headwaters

near Acton to'the Pacific Ocean, through a valley formed
between the Santa Susana Mountains.. That portion of the
-riverwithin the planning area is known as the JpperSanta

Clara River, and has a watershed consisting of approximately

680 square miles.

The Santa Clarity Valley is located °aY the convergence of

several major'transportation and utility facilities. The

Southern Pacific Railroad, the Goldem State and Antelope
Valley'freeways; and-two major aqueducts traverse the

Valley. Oil; natural gas and power lines enter from the

north through the Tejon Pass, cross the Valencia=Newhall

community, and then exit near Newhall Pass.

Goverr~~~te
TheSanta Clarity Valley contains territory under the juris-

diction oftwo political entities. The unincorporated areas

under the jurisdiction of Los Angeles County a're addressed

in'this Area Plan, and the incorporated" area within' the

boundaries of the City of Santa' Glarita is included in the

City's General Plan. Both agencies have revised their Plans

to reflect the goals and policies of the One Valley One Vision

planning process. The City's jurisdiction is located generally

in the central portion of the Valley, and is largely devel-

oped. The unincorporated area generally. surrounds the

City and much of it is either undeveloped or is developed
with lower density residential and rural uses: However,

there are several areas within the County's jurisdiction that

have developed or are in the process of being developed

with urban uses; some of these areas have been developed

through adoption of Specific Plans, as described in Section

V, below.

The County has established various advisory groups and
councils toadvise the Board of Supervisors and staffregard-

ing local planning issues. 'These include the Agua bulce

Town Council; the Castaic Area Town Council; the San

Francisquito Canyon Preservation Association; ̀the West

Ranch' Town Council (including. West Ridge; Stevenson

Ranch; Southern Oaks; and Sunset Aointe); and the Val

Verde' Civic Association. Althaugli these groups do not

have statutory .authority, they provide valuable ir►put to
decision makers regarding local issues.

5Y_
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The- City of Santa Clarity incorporated: on December 15,
1987. At incorporation„the. City boundaries included 39.78
square miles and. a population of about 130,000.... From 1987
through 2006 tie _City processed 28 annexations, expanding
its: boundaries to include_ territory for which residents or
property owners had petitioned to join the City. The City's
2006 population was 177,400, representing a three percent
annual growth rate since. incorporation (including natural
growth,, in-migration and, annexation)..

The City's;policy on annexation requests has beento wel-
come additional residents who wish to,jpin the City and
to provide neYV.residents with full representation and pity
services. Both the City and the County have taken the
position. that residents. in unincorporated areas .have the
xight and responsibility to determine. the jurisdictional
boundaries that are appropriate for their area.

Hi~~Qrdca~ Oveevi~r~
The earliest evidence: of human occupation in the Upper
Santa Clara River area dates frgm 7,000 to 4,000 years... aga,
and was recovered from two sites near Vasquez;Rocks.
Native Americans ofShoshonean-speaking culture groups
probably began to reach the planning area about 1,500 years
ago. Members of the Tataviam culture group — a Takic-
speaking subgroup of the Shoshonean language;group
—have been in the, Valley since about 1,000 B.C.> and were
described as a distinct linguistic group when they were first
encountered by Pedro;Fages in 1776. The Tataviam dived
primarily,on the upper reaches of the Santa Clara River, east
of Piru Creek and extending from the Antelope Valley to
the San Gabriel Mountains. Archaeological data indicate
that subsistence,patterns and ritual practises were similar
to neighboring Chumash and Gabrielino culture groups;
these,groups were.hunter-gatherers, subsisting on acorns,
yucca, juniper berries,,seeds, and small-,game. Many of the
place names in the valley, such as Castaic, Piru, and Haslet',
reflect a Tataviam linguistic origin.

In thelate 1770's, Gaspar de Portola claimed the Valley for
Spain and European colonists began to arrive. Around 1779,
the Valley became part of the San Fernando Mission and
was used for cattle grazing. The. mission was,divided into
large ranches when California was added to the Mexican
Republic, and the western portion of,the Santa Clarity
Valley became part of Rancho San Francisco. In 1842 gold

was discovered in Placerita Canyon, initiating California's
first gold. rush; several million dollars Worth of gold was
mined in the valley during thi.s;perio~l.; After the war with
Mexico ended in 1848, the United States-gained controLof
the area. Two years later, California was admitted to, xhe
Union as a state.

Most of the growth in the Santa Clarity Valley after 1850
was fueled by the development of railroads and oil produc-
tion. In 1875, Henry Mayo Newhall purchased Rancho San
Francisco, andxenamed it,Newhall Ranch..Newhall knew
the railroad would transect the area.and sold rights-of-way
and,a;town site to the Southexn Pac}tic Railrgad. In 1$76,
the northerly and southerly rail lines were joined in Canyon
Country at Lang Station.

Also in 1876, California's first oil -producing well began
operation in Pico Canyon and the state',.s first oil refinery
was built in Railroad Canyon.. Besides. railroad and oil
activities, the Valley,was also .discovered ~o be,a good set-
tingfor filmmakers shooting westerns. The Valley's rugged
canyons have been usec~,as a backdrop for many television
shows and feature films.. Several of the Valley's remaining
historical sites are associated with this era.

From the::1960's on, growth in the Santa Clarity Valley was
fueled by the,.need;for affordable housing in proximity tq the
.Los Angeles basin and San Fernando;Valley. Post-war:sub-
urbangrowth pushed its.way north from the, Say Fernando
Valley after the designation and expansion of Interstate., 5
as a fedezal highway. Based.on.sta~istics;from the I?-egart-
ment of Regional Planning, the Santa Glarita Valley grew
by over 45,000 dwelling units from 1960 through 1989, with
Qver 20,000 units constructed during the 1980's. Rapid
residential growth during this period led to a call for local
government and incorporation of the City in 1987. After
incorporation, residential growth continued;within.both
City and: County areas ,and develgpment of commercial
retaiX, o#~ice, and industrial uses increased, particularly
along the Interstate 5 corridor.. According to City and
County estimates, in 2008 there were approximatelyS7,000
dwelling units,. within the: City and 23,000 units.in County
unincorporated areas. An additional 39,500 units have
been approved (6,000 in the City-and 33,500 in the.. County),
and other applications;for new development are pending.
Moreover, planning for areas adjacent to the Santa Glarita
Valley, such as the Tejon Ranch north of Castac and the
growing cities of Lancaster and Palmdale to the north along



State Route 14, are expected to impact transportation and

other infrastructure within the Valley. -̀A-major challenge
in future pl'annirig for the Santa:Glarita ValleywilT be man-
aging tie anticipated growth within the north Los"Angeles
County region; in a manner that preserves both quality of
life andthe environment.

The Santa Clarity Valley has been tfie subject of several
previous'planning efforts by the County and the Gify of
Santa` Clarity. ̀ Following is a brief summary of prior adopted
plans. '

19 4 Sara~ta Clarity V~19ey Ares P~~~
(County of Los Angeles)
The initial Santa Clarita'Valley Area Plan was 'adopted in
1984;'based on àssistance from- the Santa Clarity Valley
Planning Aivsory Corrimittee (a cit'zeris' advisory com-
mitteerepresenting avariety oflocal interests and expertise).
It was designed fo provide decision-makers with a policy
framework to ̀g`uide ̀development decisions in the Valley.

Following its adoption by the. Board of Supervisors in 1984,

two significant changes occurred which' aft'ected`the Area
Plan.' The first of these was the incorporation of the City of

Santa Clarity in' 19'87, including the communities bf Newhall,
Valencia; Saugus and por`tions'of'Canyon Country and
Sand Canyon. Second;`growth' inthe Santa Clarity Valley
during the 1980's exceeded initial expectations, requiring
revision- of growth projection's for population, employ-
ment, and housing. To reflect these changes,'the Board of
Supervisors adopted a comprehensive update of the Santa
C1ariYa' Valley Area Flan in 1990.

City o~ Santa Clarifia P6ans
After'its'incorporation'in 1987, the City undertook prepa-
ratiori of its first comprehensive' General "Plan, which was
adopted on June`26,1991 by City CouneYl Resolution 91-98.
Tlie City's firest'General Plan'ncluded the following ele-
ments: Land Use, Housing; Community Desfgri; Economic
Development, Circulation, Human Resources, Public Ser-
eices; Parks andRecreation, Open Space and Conservation,
Air'Quality, Noise, and Safety. Varous'elemenfs were
updated frorri time to time to reflect conditions, require-
merits, and policies:

C~~pt~el:ln~r~duetio~

To implement its General Plan'the City adopted a Unified
Development Code, .containing zoning and subdivision
regulations, which was most recently updated in 2008: In

2001, the'City adopted the Santa Clarita Beautification iVlas-
ter Plan; which contains citywide design guidelines as well ``~~~`

as specific guidelines tailored to maintain community char-
acterwithin Canyon Country; Newhall Saugus; and Valen-

cia. According to the document; "the Beautification Master
Plan addresses concepts for "streetscape desgn,'landscape
enhancement, gateways, and monumentation and signage,
on both a regional and a community scale. ,T1ie Master Plari

strives to maintain the identity of individual communities
while unifying the entire City through'design."

In addition, the City adopted a set of Architectural`Guide-
lines in 2002'for the purpose of giving "clear direction iur

the renovation of existing buildings and construction of

new buildings." These Guidelines were updated in 2009 and
renamed the Community Character and Design Guidelines.

the Guidelines were prepared with the stated intent of

retaining and encouraging architectural variety, promot-
ing quality, and maintaining the scale and appearance of

the City; with ̀attractive development that preserves and
enhances natural features and provides amenities for enjoy-

rnent ofthe community.

~pe~ific'Plans ~:
Both the County and`tle City have used'tlie Specific Plan

process 'to provide :comprehensive planning for large

residential communities and business-complexes in the

plai~riing area." As described in the State's'General Plan

Guidelines; a Specific Plan is often used to address`the

development requirements for a single project; such as a
planned community.: It may"combine policy statements
with development regulations, and typically emphasizes
development criteria and standards. The text'and diagrams

of a Specific Plan address necessary'infrastrueture and

facilities as well as land uses and open space, including

programs and regulations riecessa'ry to finance infrastruc-
tureand public facilities. Specific Plans may be adopted by

resolution or' ordinance, and they must be consistent with

the General Plan.

Table: I-2 summarizes some of the major specific plans

already`adopted tyithinthe planning area that govern land

use and development for larger development projects:
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Table I-2: Major Adopted Specific Plans in Planning Area
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Since adoption of the previous City and County Plans in the
1990's, the Santa Clarita Valley has evolved from a rural and
suburban bedroom community,nto more of a sustainable
community with commercial centers, balancing the small
town charm,with urban sophistication. Valley,residents
and policy makers have, recognized. the need.for _updated
planning that focuses on the challenges and opportunities
of the coming decades, leading to the One Valley One Vision
planning process.

1 ~ ~ 1 \ '1~0~~~~L
Through tk~e planning and visioning process of the One
Valley One Vision effort, the County and City identified
issues of Valley-wide significance that; it was felt, were best
addressed in a comprehensive and coordinated manner. In
recognition of the anticipated continuation of rapid growth,
the:One Valley One Vision planning effort focused on ways
to manage this growth and addressed the need for mutual
cooperation on the following issues:

1. Phasing of new developmentEwith provision o~.adequate
infrastructure required to serve such r~ew deve~opment>
in a manner that does not adversely impact existing
residents;

2. Planning for adequate sports,, park and recreation
facilities to serve both City and County residents;

3. Coordination on planning and construction of streets,
inGl~}ding ,location,, design, and timing of improve-
ments, in order to increase mobility.and access, and
reduce congestion;

4...Preservation of an open space greenbelt around the
urbanized central portions of the Valley,:in order
to preserve hillside .areas and significant rdgelines,
conserve biological resources and water quality, pro-
vide,opportunities for recreation; .and; make more
efficient use of existing urban infrastructure in the
core areas;

5. Planning for. integrated trail systems, including bike-
ways> walkways, and multi-purpose trails;

6. Planning for a balanced mix of residential and busi-
ness-oriented uses that will increase job creation, pro,-
mote avibrant economy, provide a wide variety of
goods and services to residents, and. ensure adequate
housing opportunities to serve all income levels and
household types;

7.. Preservation and enhancement.of rural, suburban,
and urban lifestyles and community character within
the diverse communities comprising the Santa Clarita

Val~ey>



8. Conservation of significant resources, including his-
toric and cultural sites, riparian and other protected
habitat areas, water quality, and scenic areas;

9. Preservation of public health, safety, and welfare,
througl'identification of riatur`al and environrriental

hazards, including noise, seismic, fire, and airborne
emissions, an'd designation` of land uses in an appro-
priatemanner to mitigate these impacts;

10. Creation of vibrant town centers with access to public
tr'an`sit systems through planning for transit-oriented
development around rail stations;

11. Coordination on enhancing public and community
services such as law enforcement, fire protection,
libraries, and cultural centers;

12. Planning for those intensive uses with potential land
use and environmental impacts wl "icl are needed to
support the Valley's anticipated growth, including land-
fills, aggregate mining and'processng, wastetransfer

and processing facilities, and similar facilities;'

`13. \ Planning'for social infrastructure and services'needed
to ensure`that the-basic need"s ̀ of all"Valley'residents
are met; including emerg"ency'housing, transitional
housing, social care facilities, medical care and related

' services; and`ongoing coordination with school dis-
tricts and colleges arid' ''

14. Growing the economy at a rate commensurate with

res dential'growth, in' order to generate financial

resources needed to support' provision of services to
the public at acceptable levels of service.

i ̀ ' ~ ' t - ~

The Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan consists of various ele-
ments, described below. Each element contains. a section
describing the background and issues addressed in the ele-
men`t; aset of`goals, objectives and policies to be achieved
during the planning period, and a list of implementation

measures to ensure compliance with the goals and policies
outlined in the element.

Chap#erl;tn~roductio~

Lai1tIU5~ EI~~I~P~~
The Land Use Element contains a land use map and descrip-

tions of the designations applied to land within the Santa

Clarita Valley to guide the type, intensity, and density of

future uses. The°element also contains goals, policies; and

implementation measures to ensure that new develop-

menf and the use ofland reflect community ggals, enhance'

.quality of life, are supported by adequate services, utilities;

roadways and other infrastructure, ensure public safely

through consideration of hazardous land use conditions;

and conserve daluable resources and amenities with i n

the Valley.

Circula~ia~~ El~~~~~
The Circulation Element contains maps showing major
transportation facilities within the Santa Clarita Valley;
including streets and highways, rail and public transit
routes,.. stations and terminals, .airport facilities, and Snails.
Descriptions of each type of transportation facility are given;
in the element, along with goals, policies, and implementa-
tion measures to "ensure that circulation needs are met in a

timely manner to meet the needs of Valley residents.

Cons~~va~ion artd Op~c~ Space Elemenfi
The Conservation and<Qpen Space Element'contains maps;

goals, policies;.and implementation measures to ensure
preservation of an open space greenbelt around most por-

tions of the Santa Clarita Vallgy, in addition to preserving:
water quality, Historic and cultural resources,. scenic views;

and providing recreational facilities to enhance the quality

of life for Valley residents. A key component of this element

is preservation of resources within portions of designated'
Significant;Ecological Areas (SEA's) within the bounty
General Plan. More comprehensive Countywide policies

are contained within elements of the County General Plan;.
however, conservation and open space issues specific to
the unincorporated Santa Clarita Valley are addressed in

this Area Plan.

Safety' Eleme~a~
The Safety Element contains maps, goals; policies, and imple-
mentationmeasures to ensure`fhat residents are not exposed

to health risksdue to air pollution, earthquakes, w ldland
fires, or other environmental hazards,' and that' adequate
provisions are made for crime prevention, law enforcement,

and fire protection services: While the County's General

,,~:~~,
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Plan contains a comprehensive Safety Element, this Area
Plan contains specific publicsafety information and policies
to guide development decisions in the Santa Clarita Valley
based upon local conditions,

Na~is~ El~mer~t
The Noise Element contains maps and policies to ensure
that residnets are not exposed to health risks or nuisances
due to noise generated frorr► freeways and high-volume
rpadways, airports, industiral and recreation uses, spe-
cial events. and other uses emitting loud. sounds. Policies
address sound attenuation measures such aS setbacks, noise
barriers, and buffering to protect the .public health, safety
and welfare. While the County's General Plan contains
a comprefiensive, countywide Noise, Element, the Santa
Clar~ta Valley Ares Plan contains specific noise informa-
tion and policies to guide development decisions in the
unincorporated portions of the Santa Clarity Valley based
upon local conditions.

VI11. HOW TO USE THE SANTA CLARITA
VALLEY AREA PLAN

This Santa Clarity Valley'Area Plan is a component of the
Los Angeles County General Plan. All of its maps, goals,
policies, and implementing actions must be consistent with
the Countywideechapters and elements of the General Pl~ri.
Users should be guided. by the following:

• Should any areas of conflicting interpretation arise,
unless specifically noted, the provisions of the County-
wide General Plan shall prevail.

• No policy, whether in written or diagram form, shall be
given greater weight than any other,policy in evaluat-
ingthe policy intent of this Santa Clarity Valley Area
Plan..

• The Land Use Policy Map is never to be interpreted as a
stand-alone document, but must be interpreted in light
of applicable written policies in the Area Plan. .

• The interpretation of policy should be governed by the
Vision and Guiding Principles of the Santa Clarity Val-
leyArea Plan, as further clarified in the Area Plan.

Density Transfer:, In accordance with the provisions
of the County's General Plan, "a .transfer of .density
within a project is allowed,, regardless of the urban/
non-urban boundary, where supported by geologic
and/or topographic. data, and the change results in
a superior design," subject to consistency findings
with policies of the Santa. Clarita Valley Area Plan.
The Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan does not, however,
permit the creation of urban densities (exceeding one
dwelling unit per acre) within rural areas.

• Staff Consultation: While the Santa Clarity Valley Area
Plan is meant to be a guide for the public in determin-
ing allowable uses of private property, the public is
encouraged.. to consult with members of the County's
planning staff prior to investing in the preparation of
development plans that might later prove to be incon-
sistent with the Santa Clarity Valley Area Plan.

• Non-Conforming Uses: All legally established uses in
existence at tl~e time of adoption, of this Santa Clarity
Valley Area Plan are deemed to be consistent with this
Plan, although Zoning Ordinance provisions regard-
ing Non-Conforming Uses may apply. Existing legal
lets may be developed (following current development
requirements) regardless of lot size. ,

• Completed applications filed prior to the effective date
of this Area Phan shall be allowed, to be reviewed for
consistency,witli the,previously adopted Area Plan.
Projects may be maintained as originally approved
provided the, approval is still valid and has not expired.
Any subsequent changes) of use or intensity shall be
subject to the policies of this Area Plan,

In some instances, this Area p'lan's land use designation
boundaries follow Highways that were proposed at,the time
this Area Plan was prepared, as depicted on tk~e .Highway
Plan in this Area Plan. During the time this Ares Plan is
in effect, it is possible that the alignment of the proposed
Highways will be adjusted pursuant to review and. approval
by the County's Interdepartmental Engineering Committee
(IEC). In those instances, it is the intent of this Axea Plan
to allow adjustments to this Area Plan's land use designa-
tionboundaries to follow the adjusted Highway alignment
withoufi a Plan Amendment.. Such adjustments may. be



made by the reviewing authority (Director, Hearing Offi-
cer; or Regional Planning Commission); provided that the
reviewing authority finds:

• The adjustment is necessitated by ari'adjusted Highway
alignment that was approved by the IEC in a duly
noticed public meeting;` `

• The adjustment maintains the basic relationship
between land use types; and"

• The. adjustment is consistent with the goals and objec-.
t ees of this Area'Plan.

If a Highway, street, or right-of-way is vacated, it is the intent
of this Area Plan to allow the. adjoining Area Plan land use
designation to be extended into the vacated Highway, street,
or other right' of-way without a Plan Amendment.

Iri addition to the direction provided by this Santa Clarita
Valley Area Plan; new development and land use activities
are regulated by many agencies other than the Department
of Regional Planning. Obtaining approval for certain types
of actions may require'proof of the availability of public
services -including water/sewer,. power, police, fire and
schools - as well as fair-share provisions for public-'parks,
libraries, streets, and other public facilities.

Along with the standard building requirements and zoning
regulations that apply throughout the Counfy; develop-
ment inhillside areas often requires special considerations
and`permits from local,. state, and federal agencies. 'Such
controls are intended fo ensure' compatibility with off-site
resources -such as downstream water qualify - in addition
to regulating the on-site impacts. For example, on-site sew-
age disposal systems, necessary in the more remote'areas
not served by public sewers, may require adherence to the
requirements of several'agencies dye to requirements for
grading, soil conditions'and water quality. These agencies
include the County Departments of Public Works andPub-
1 cHealth, as well as the California Regional Water Quality
Control Board: 'Also, any alteration of a streambed 'will
likely require permits from the California Department of
Fish and Game,'and possibly from the ̀U. S. Army Corps
of Engineers, in addition to compliance with County'site
design regulations. The applicant for any such applica-
tion is advised to consult all applicable departments and
agencies.

Chap~~r~:lntrod~ct6o~

The' following Vision "and Guiding Principles have been
formulated to serve as the framework' for the preparation
of consistent Plans for the Santa Clarita Valley by the City
of Santa Clarita and County of Los Angeles. They have
been written in consideration'of the extensive public`input
received during the One Valley One Vision process through
surveys, 'stakeholder interviews, children's and youth activi-
Yies, Visioning Workshops, and the Valley Congress. Pre-
vious drafts of the Guiding Principles have been mo~li-

fied to refl"ect the majority opinion and suggestions of the
October 25, 20Q1 Valley'Congress partkipants Additional
changes have been made in language to simplify language
and improve the tech"n cal accuracy of the document.` The
Guiding Principles have"also been included throughout the
Area Plan in the. goals and policies' of each element.

Vision
The Santa Clarita Valley is a wonderful place to live, work,
play, and raise a family.;. The>Valle}~ is a mosaic of unique
villages with growing ethnic diversity, each with individual
identities, surrounded by a greenbelt of forest lands and
natural open spaces. These villages. are unified by the Val-
leyCenter activity core; a beautiful environmental setting
that includes the'skyline and Santa Clara River, a vibrant
growing economy, and a rich history of common social
values. Th`e Valley's network of roads, transit; and trails
links these villages and provides access to a wide offering of
quality education, cultural, recreation, and social services
and facilities.

Life in the Santa Clarity Valley will'continue to tie exciting,
enjoyable, and rewarding through a broad range of housing
types, an increase in quality jobs in close proximity to all
neighborhoods; and transit-oriented villages complemented
liy excellent schools, attractive perks and other recreational
amenities, expanded trail networks, and preserved natural
resource areas. As the Valley moves forward, it is crucial
that sound and sustainable planning principles shape new
villages and enhance established neighborhoods. Imple-
menting policies to increase mobility and accessibility,
manage traffic congestion, improve air quality, and con-
servewater and energy resources throughout the Valley is
essential'to maintain the overall high quality of life.

io
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Guiding Princip6es
Development in the Santa Clarita Valley shall be consistent
with these guiding principles as agreed upon by the City

of Santa Clarita aid the County of Los Angeles.; The prin-

cipleswill be carried out with the; application of common
standards for land use:..development, infrastructure and
resource management, as appropriate or applicable. The
principles implement the vision for thg Santa Clarita Valley,
which is. intended to sustain and enhance environmental
resources, econoanic vitality, and the social well being of
its residents.

Management of Grpwth ._
1. Growth in the Santa Clarita Valley shall account for

the visions and objectives for each community and
must. be .consistent with ,principles,,as subsequently

defied in this document, ;for the protection,of the
Valley's significant environmental resources. It must
also be teased Qn the., availability ~f or ability to provide
adequate infrastructure, schools, and public services,
and must be,carefully planned to benefit the com-
munity's economy, lifestyles and needs.

2. Growth shall occur..within and on the periphery of
previously developed areas, rather than as "leapfrog"
development oX in areas of critical environmental habi-

t~t or, naturzl; hazards, and ta~Cing into consideration

accessibility to infrastructure anc~ public services.

3. Development shall beprioritized in areas for infill and
redevelopment sites within currently developed areas
consistent,with community character objectives and
those for which the City and County have approved

entitlements.. Commitments, for, new development
outside of these areas shall be made in accordance with
the other pr n~iples.defined ire this: document.

4. Higher density development, including multi.-family
housing and mixed use projects that integrate fious-
ing with conmercial,uses, shall be targeted in areas
adjacent to existing and planned transit corridors,
stations and key activity centers, such as,the Valencia
Town. Center. and portions of Newhall and Soledad
Canyon Road.

Environmental Resources
5. 'the natural buffer area surrounding the. entire Valley,

which includes the Angeles National Forest, Santa
Susanna,. San Gabriel, Sierra Pelona, and Del Sur

mountains, shall be preserved as a regional recreational,
ecological, and aesthetic resource.

6. 'the Santa Clara River corridor and its major tributar-

ies. shall be preserved a~ open space to accommodate
storm water flows and protect critical plant and animal
species.

a. Uses and improvements within the cor-
ridor shall be limited to those that benefit
the community's use of the river in its natural
state..

b. De~elopm,~nt on properties adjacent xo, but
outside of the defined pririnary river corridor,

shall~be:

located and designed to protect the river's water

quality, plants, and animal habitats, controlling

the type and density of uses, drainage runoff
(water. treatment), and other relevant elements;

and

• designed ~o maximize the fullrange of river ame-

nities, including views. and recreational .access;
while minimizing adverse impacts to the river.

7. The Santa Clarity Valley's prominent ridgelines. shall

be preserved and hillside development shall be limited
to protect their valuable aesthetic and visual qualities

intrinsic to the Valley landscape.

8. Development shall be located and designed to mini-
mize xheimpact onthe Valley topography, emphasizing
the use of_grading techniques for development pads
that mimic the natural topography in lieu of repetitive
flat, pads to the extent feasible and consistent with a
community's,open space objectives.

9, Development shall be located and designed to pro-
tect oak, sycamore, and other significant indigenous
woodlands.



10. Biological resources in the designated Significant Eco-
logical Areas (SEAS) shall`be protected through the
siting and design of development to account for and
be~highly ccsrripatible with the SEAresources. Specific

" development standards sliall6e'identified'to control
the types of land use; density, building location and
size, roadways and other infrastructure, landscape,
drainage; and other elemenfs to assure the'protection
of'the critical and ̀important plant and animal`habi-
tats of each' SEA. In general, the principle shall be to
minimize the intrusion and impacts of development
in these,areas with sufficient setbacks, or buffers, to
adequately protect the resources. ̀ `'

11. New developmenYshall be designed'to improve energy
efficiency, reducing energy and natural`resource con-
sumption by such techniques as theuse of solar gen-
erators, recycling of treated wastewater; capture of
storm runoff on-site, anduse of`recycle~ materials in
building construction, native and drought-tolerant
landscape, and. energy and water efficient appliances
and'systems.

Land Uses ~ , ;

12: The Santa Clarita Valley shall contain a diversity of
land uses that support the needs of current and future
residents including housing, :schools, libraries, parks,
retail, business and'indusfry, civic institutions, medi-
cal and social services, cultural, entertainment, open
spaces, and`comparable uses.

13. Tlie'type and density of Jand uses' in the Santa Clarita
Valley shall' be varied to reflect the special' character-
stics; life styles, and opportunities that differentiate
its communities:' A choice of urban, suburban, and
rural environments will be provided.

14. Valley communities shall contain a rn x of uses that
support the basic needs of residents — places to live,
shop, recreate, meet, socialize; ̀and. enjoy the envi-
ronmenfal"setting'- that' are appropriate and con-
sistent with their community character: ̀ Regionally
oriented uses that serve residents of the entire Valley
or export goods and services maybe concentrated in
keybusiriess centers rather than unifarmlydspersed
throughout the Valley communities.

th~ptee1:ln#rod~ition

15. Development in the Valley shall be guided by a corn-

mon set of land use desgnatioxs and'standards for

comparable'usesincomparaMe locations:'' These start-

Bards, however; may be varied to'reflect the unique
int'entions'for "the quality and character ofthe distinct

communities that comprise the Valley.

ResidentiaC Neighborhoods
16: The Valley shall 'contain a mix of housing types that

meet the diverse needs of residents, and offer choices for
the Valley's population and lifestyles (e.g. ages, educa-
tion, income, etc.) that are appropriate and consistent
with their community character. This shall ineludC a
co~bination of single- andmulti-familq; owner occu-
pied and` rental units within each community, and
mixed-use'(i.e., integrated housing with commercial
or office uses) developYnent iri key activity centers.

17. The Valley is committed to providing affordable
work force housing to meet the needs of °individuals
employed'n the Santa Clarifa Valley.

18. Multi-family hoasing developments shall contain ade-
quate recreational grid open space amenities on-site
and be designed to ensure a high qualtyliving'envi-
ronment. Their architectural treatment and building
massing shall complement the characteristics of sur-
rounding single=family residential neighborhoods.

19: Neighborhood scale developrrient shall be encouraged
by promoting mixed density of housing units consis-
tentwith community character objectives and limiting
the` number and acreage ofmulti-family units that can
be developed in any single location.

20. Housing developments located in the more urbanized
communities of the Valley shall be designed to create
a sense of neighborhood by:

promoting walkabilty and' containing places
that'serve as'centers o£activty and identity (e.g.
schools, multi=purpose facilities, parks, conve-
nience services, neighborhood commercial cen-
ters, etc.);

• containing a mix of housing types, densities, and
parcel sizes, avoiding large areas and an over-
concentration of homogeneous density units;

12
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minimizing the dependence on, prominence, and

area dedicated to the automobile;

street categories. These standards shall consider objec-

tives for the character of the Valley's communities,

consistent with public health and safety.
featuring architectural design treatments along

all frontages of new housing to promote continu- 2

ity of architectural scale and rhythm and avoid

"blank walls"; and

including pedestrian linkages, landscaped park-

waysand green corridors, and separated trails (e.g.

pedestrian, bicycle or equestrian) where appropri-

ate and feasible.

Vital Economy
21. Commercial and retail uses will be expanded and new

centers developed to meet the needs of the Valley's
residents, as supportable by the market, minimize
the need to travel outside of the Valley, complement
(and not adversely. compete with) existing uses, and
contribute to a balanced Valley economy.

22. New "clean" industries and businesses that provide
job opportunities for local residents and enhance the
economy shall be encouraged within and adjacent
to existing and planned business centers/parks, and
adjacent to transportation corridors.

23. Older commercial areas and corridors that are eco-
nomically and/or physically obsolete or deteriorated,
such as portions of Castaic, Val Verde, Newhall, Lyons
Avenue, Sierra Highway, San Fernando Road, and Sole-
dadCanyon Road, shall be redeveloped for commercial,
mixed use, residential or other appropriate uses that
complement and serve adjoining land uses and can be
adequately supported by the market. Where appropri-.
ate> redeveloped uses and buildings shall reflect the
area's important architectural and cultural history.

6. A continuous bikeway network shall provide circula-
tion within each community, connect the various
Santa Clarita Valley communities, and provide access
to surrounding open spaces.

27. An integrated transit system shall serve-the Valley
(raxl> bus, shuttle, other), offering„ convenient alterna-
tives to the automobile, minimizing congestion and
providing access to regional transportation systems,
such as Metroli~k.

Infrastructure
28. The location and timing of development shall be coor-

dinated with the. provision of. adequate water, waste-
watertreatment, storm drainage, telecommunications,
energy, roads and other infrastructure.

29. Public infrastructure shall be improved, maintained
and expanded as needed to meet the needs of projected
population and employment growth and contribute
to the Valley's quality of Iife.

30. Common standards for providing utility infrastructure
(e.g. flood control channels, energy transmission, and
telecommunications) shall be developed and applied
throughout the Valley, in consideration of the character
of each community.

Schoolsand Public Services
31. The City and County shall work in partnership with

the Santa Clarita Valley school districts and the State
of California to ensure the development of adequate
facilities and programs to serve the needs and achieve
a high level of academic excellence for local students.

Mobility
24. A unified and well-maintained network of highways, 32

streets, truck routes, bikeways, and pedestrian paths
will provide access among Valley communities and to
regional centers outside of the Valley.

25. Santa Clarita Valley's streets and highways shall be
developed and rnaintainedaccording tocommon stan-
dards for right-of-way, paving and other improvements,
landscape, signage, lighting, and curb cuts for "like"
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While the City and County do not have direct author-
ityover the development of public schools, they shall
continue to coordinate with the school districts on
issues of mutual interest such as transportation ser-
vices, shared facilities, and long-range planning for
Valley schools.



33. Public 'services (e.g. police; fire, health care, youth,
seniors, homeless, etc.) shall be expanded to support
community needs and population growtfi.

Recreation
34. The City and` Eounty shall recognize that trails are

an important recreational asset that, when integrated
with transportation systems, contribute to mobility
throughout the Santa Clarita Valley.

35. A continuous and unified hiking and equestrian trail
network for a variety of users and developed according
to common standards shall connect and unify Santa
Clarita Valley communities and be interconnected
with the regional. and statewide system- (e.g., Pacific
Crest Trail).

36. New parklands will be deaeloped throughout the Santa
Clarita Valley, with priority on locations that are riot
now adequately served. These sha11encompass adiver-
sity of park types and functions, including passive and
active areas; in consideration of the'recreational needs
of the'residents to be served.

a. Common park standards shall be developed
and applied throughout the Valley, consistent
with'community character objectives.

b. A range of parkland types, sizes and uses shall
be provided fo accommodate recreational and
leisure activities.

Chapi~r 1: 9ntr~d~ction
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i. PURPOSE ~ INTENT

State law requires that the Area Plan include a Land Use
Element that designatesland far housing, business, industry,

and open space, as well as other uses deemed appropri-

ate by the agency (Government Code Sections 65302-03).
Although all the Area Plan elemerns are needed to compre-
hensively address multiple planning issues, the Land Use
Element is generally considered to be the most representa-
tive of and essential to the Area Plan, because it guides and

directs the physical development of the community. This
element constitutes the required Land Use Element for

the City's General Plan; in addition, it forms the land use

component of the Area Plan adopted for the Santa Clarita
Valley by the County of Los Angeles.

The Land Use Element is the City's and County's long-term
blueprint for development of property to meet the Santa

Clarita Valley's future needs for new housing retail, office,
industrial, parks, open space, and other uses: The Element

contains a Land Use Map and goals, policies and programs
designed to address the development issues facing the com-

munity through a variety of land use planning strategies,
along with the type, intensity, quality, and location of future
uses within the planning area. Issues identified within each

of the other Area Plan elements have been integrated into
this elennent, to the extent that they affect land use planning.

The element also serves as a statement of the standards and '"
'targets for residential population density''an~ building

intensity. 'Ihe Land Use Element is the broadest of the ele-
ments in its scope, and forms the basis for implementing

sound land use policies.

The Land Use Element addresses existing development
patterns in the Santa Clarita Valley planning area and

establishes a framework for focusing future growth in a
logical and orderly manner. All ofthe principles of com-

munityand land use planning`are applied to the. preparation

and adoption of a comprehensive, long-terrn7and use plan
for the physical development of the Valley. 'Che process of
developing the land use plan involves analysis of existing '°

land use patterns and projected growth; current and future
availability of public service's and facilities; availability of

water and other needed resources; the need to protect sensi-

tive habitats and natural resources; protection of existing

and future residents from natural and man-made hazards;

AND SE CEMENT
analysis of social and economic conditions and needs; and
consideration of the constraints and opportunities inherent

in the physical environment. Based on this analysis, the

element establishes the distribution of land uses by type and

intensity. In addition, the element addresses the Valley's

development. pattern as an integrated network of villages,
each with its own community character. Equally important

in the Land Use dement is the goal to provide all residents

with awell-rounded and healthy lifestyle including a variety

of jobs, housing, goods, and services to meet the diverse

needs of the Valley's growing population.

Specifically, the Land Use Element` serves the following

purposes:

1. The Land Use Element informs the public of the City's

and Countys land use goals, objectives; and policies

for long-term development, and outlines programs

designed to implement the stated- goals.

2. ~ The Element serves as a guide for the day-to-day oper-

ational decisions of staff and decision makers with

respect to development matters. It sets forth policies on

which to base recommendations and decisions regard-

ingland use issues, and provides a basis for informing

citizens and developers about the City's and County's

policies on growth and development.

3. The Element establishes land. use classifications for

property within the planning area and sets forth stan-

dards of density and intensity for each classification,

as well as projections of future population growth and

its spatial distribution.

4. The Element addresses issues identified'in other Area

Plan elements that affect land uses and development

patterns, including circulation systems, infrastructure

availability, housing needs, economic development

goals, resource conservation, open space preservation,

and public safety.

5. As aState-mandated element>' it fulfills one of the

requirements of California Government Code Sec-

tion 65000 eY. seq. for preparation of adequate Area

Plan documents.
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State law requires that each element.. within. an Area Plan
be consistent with all the other elements of the Plan. This
section describes how the Land Use Element has been pre-
pared to maintain .:consistency with each of the other Plan
elements adopted by both the City and the County.

CireuBatiora Element
Closely related to the Land Use Element is the Circulation

..,Element, which is directly affected by and has a constraining
effect upon the viability of the land use plan., The Circula-
tion Element,contains amap showing major transportation
facilities.withn the Santa Clarita Valley, including major
streets (highways), rail and public transit routes, stations
and terminals, and airport facilities. A logical correspon-
dencebetween land use and circulation is essential for an
effective plan.

This Land Use Element was evaluated in conjunction with
the system of streets and highways,set forth in the Circula-
tion Element, through use of a computerized traffic model
analysis. The objective of the traffic model analysis was to
ensure that streets and highways are designed to convey
vehicles through the ,planning area at .acceptable service
levels, when the:land uses shown in the, Land Use Element
are developed.

In addition, the map and policies of the Land Use Element
were designedxo encourage: reduction of vehicle trips and
use of other kransportation modes, including public transit,
cycling, and walking. This goal is promoted through inclu-
sion of mixed-use districts, which allow supportive services
to be located in proximity to residential neighborhoods;
inclusion of, a mastgr plan for trails into the Circulation. This Land Use. Element is consistent with.the Housing Ele-
Element; and designation of higher residential densities in ments prepared for both the City and the County because
areas served by.,publc transit. the location and density ranges shown for residential land

.:use districts on the Land Use Map have been. designated
inconsideration of the housing needs:. projected for. all eco-
noznicand demographic segments of the Valley's residents,
,including households with: special needs and those with
incomes of less than the County median. Adequate sites
for attached and multi-family housing have been identified
to ensure that the need for affordable housing has been met
in the Santa Clarita Valley. Further, the number of dwelling
units that can be built in the planning area based on the

development and creation of housing within the Santa
Clarita Valley, without exacerbating traffic congestion to
unacceptable service levels, is to plan for alternatives. to use
of the single-occupant vehicle and single-purpose vehicle
trips. This cap be done in a number of ways, some of which
are described in the. Circulation Element.. With respect to
the Land Use Elexnent> emphasis has been placed on allow-
ingmixed uses i~ order to allow residents to reach services
in ways that, are not exclusively automobile-dependent.

Limited commercial. service centers will be allowed within
residential neighborhoods, and. will be accessible by walking,
bicycling, and bus transit. Multiple family residential uses
will;beallowed in regional and community commercial
areas: More residences will be allowed within walking
distance to rail transit stations to facilikate rail commuting
to employment outside of the Santa Clarita Valley., Mixed
residential densities will be allowed, to;permit housing alter-
natives at all income levels and age preferencesin proximity
to transit jobs, and services. Through design of the Land
.Use, Map in consideration of circulation patterns and needs,
this Area Plan will result in projected traffic impacts that
.are less significant than the. previous Area Plan, which was
largely based on the. separation of land uses.

F~ousing Elem~r~t
The separate Housing Elements prepared for the City and
the County each contain policies and programs to ensure
.that. adequate housing is provided to meet the needs of
.all Valley residents. These elements address the need for
affordable k~ousing, housing for people with special needs,
constraints to providing affordable housing, the agency's
progress in meeting its housing goal, quantified objec-
tivesfor provision of housing,. a survey of adequate sites for
housing, a resource inventory, and identification,of at-risk
affordable units and methods of preservation.

The relationship .between the Land. Use and Circulation
Elements cannot be over-emphasized. Traffic .conditions
and congestion are a direct result of the land uses that are
approved and constructed in the planning area. When land
use types are separated to an extent that residents are forced
to take multiple_vehicle trips to obtain.services and reach
.employment centers, the number of vehicles.. on roadways
will increase, The only way to allow continued,economic
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land use plan will ensure that the regional housing needs
allocated to the Santa Clarita Valley by the Southern' Cali-
fornia Association of Governments (SCAG) will be met.

C~r~s~rvation~°and Open Sp~c~ Element
The Conservation and Open Space Element contains maps
and policies to ens~ire preservatioxrofan open'space green-
-belt around large portions of the Sarita Clarita Valley, in
addition to preserving water quality, historic and'cultural
resources, scenic views, and providing recreational facilities
to enhance the quality of life for Valley re"siderits:

The Land ̀Use Element was designed to ensure that- irre-
placeable natural resources and openspacesarepreserved

` and protected'from encroachment by future development.
The Land Use`Map designates a "greenbelt" of undeveloped
land'within and adjacent to the' foothills sur-rounding the
Santa Clarity Valley, with areas designated for rural devel-
opmentlocated between urban and suburban densities and
the foothills: ̀In addition, the Land Use Map was designed
to protect Sgnificant`Ecologcal Areas and the riparian
areas' adjacenfito the Santa Clara River aril its tributaries,
as well as ensuring provision of adequate open space for
recreational purposes, water conservation and quality, and
habitat preservation.

N~is~`~I~m~r~t ,

The Noise Element ̀contains 'maps and policies to' ensure
` that residents-are not`exposed to health risks or nuisances
due to`noise'generated from'freeways and'high'-volume
roadways, airports; industrial and recreational uses,`special
events, and other uses emitting loud sounds. Policies in
the Noise Element address so~ind attenuation measures

'' to protect the' public health; safety; and welfare, .such as
setbacks, noise barriers, and buffering.

The Land Use Element is consistenYwith the`map and poli-
ties ofthe Noise Elein'ent through its requirements for buffer
areas between "sensitive receptor" uses and'noise sources.
Sensitive receptors include residences, schools, hospitals,
preschools, end other uses for which intrusive noise is
considered ̀ annoying and%or unsafe. Policies have also
been included' in theZand`Use Element to ensure noise
attenuation to safe levels within individual developmentprojects...;

thap~er 2:tand Use ~ler~es~t

Safe$y Event@n$
The Safety Element contains maps and policies to ensure
that residents are not exposed to health risks due to air pol-
lution,earthquakes, wildlandfires, or other environmental
hazards, and that adequate provisions are made for crime
prevention, law enforcement, and fire protection services.

The Land Use"Element is consistent with the`Safety Element.
because land uses were designated in consideration of the
locations of hazard areas, including known earthquake
fault zones, areas subject to flooding or wild fires, unstable
soils,'and other environmental hazards. Iri addition, the

`' Land Use Element'includes policies to ensure that'new
development plans in the Gity and County are evaluated
for conformance with accepted crime prevention measures,
and that adequate law enforcement and fire protection ser-

` vices'are provided to ensure the safety of City and County
residents.

lily LAND U5E CATEGORIES

When developing a Land Use Element and Land Use-Map,

certain terms` are typically used to desc~'ibe existing and

planned land use types. Since these land use categories are

referred to' often throughout the text of this' element, the

following general descriptions are infended`to clarify what

is meant by the'terms residential, commercial, industrial,

and so forth. It should be noted that the follc5wing terms

are general in nature and list uses typically found in most

urban`areas. The general land use terms listed below should

not be'interpreted as a description of permitted uses in this

Plan; a'general description of permitted uses in this Plan is

contained nSection XII of this Element.

Residential
The residential category includes dwelling units developed at
various densities and with varying housingtypes, including
single-family detached, single-family attached, multiple-
family, mobile home parks, and senior .housing. Special
residential uses include live-work units and group'living

'facilities.

Commercial
-The commercial category includes retail and offices provid-
ing`goodsand services'tothe general`public, and wholesale
and service uses provided to businesses. 'Commercial uses

also include food services, personal services, automobile

is
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services, entertainment and hospitality services, daycare
services, and regional commercial uses such as big box
retailers and auto mills.

Mixed Use
The mixed-use category generally includes commercial
retail, office, and service uses intermingled with. higher
density residential uses, within, a master-planned complex
(consisting of one or more buildings) designed to ensure
that residents are not adversely impacted, by commercial
,operations or traffic, and that businesses benefit from the
proximity of customers living nearby. The intended benefits
of mixed-use development include a reductign in vehicle
trips by residents to shopping areas, and the proximity of
..residents to employment-generating uses.

Industrial
The industrial category includes heavy manufacturing, less
intensive industrial uses that are typically located. in busi-
ness parks, and research and development complexes.'Light
industrial activities include warehousing, wholesale trade,
and some assembly. Industrial uses may include.. fabrication
and assembly of large items, .resource extraction, process-
ing ofraw orrecycled materials, .and businesses that use or
generate hazardous materiels.

Publicand Institutional
The public and institutional categpry includes government
buildings, hospitals, libraries, schools, colleges, fire and
police stations, .solid waste facilities, museums, .cultural
and community centers, and other similar .public, uses.
In addition, private schools; churches, convalescent care
and other social care facilities, day care services, private
meeting and convention facilities, and similar uses maybe
included. Special uses in ,this category include correctional
facilities. ,

Transportation and Communication
The transportation and communication category includes
freeways and major arterials, bikeways, railroads,park and
ride lots, truck terminals, airports, train stations, multi-
modaltransit stations, communication facilities, and similar
uses.

Qpen Spice and.Recreation
The open space .and recreation category includes the Ange-
les National. Forest and land used for private and public
recreational facilities,,conservancy land and other land set
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aside for preservation of open space and. natural resources,
.and local andregional parks and multi-purpose trails. Golf
courses and water bodies are also included,

Rural
:The rural lands category includes low-density residential
uses on large lots, in areas characterized by rural develop-
ment interspexsedwith natural open. space. Agricultural
uses_in rural lands include grazing, horticulture, row, field,
end tree crops, and limited keeping of livestock, horses and
other large animals. ,,

IVo MEETING THE CHALLENGES 0~
R~GONAL GRQINTH

According to the regional planning agency for the Los Ange-
les basin, the Southern California Association of Govern-
ments (SCAG)> a major challenge for Southern California
will be continuing to meet the demands of rapid urban
growth over the next several decades. A 2006 SCAG report
states; ,

For decades, Southern California has experienced
some of the most dramatic growth seen anywhere in
the world. Our collective population now surpasses
18 million. But it's not going to stop there., ,By 2035,
experts tell us that another six million people are
coming and that more than two-thirds of these will
be children born to our growing families. Even
as we have. enjoyed a robust economy and weath-

ered the recent downturn better than many parts
of the state, growth and development issues axe at
the forefront of public concern. High on the list of
complaints are:increasing congestion, loss of open
space, and anill-defined but strgngly held belief that
"livability'° is slipping away.

As the region's Metropolitan Planning Agency responsible
for preparing regional plans,for mobility, air quality, and
housing, SCAG urges all local planning agencies to consider
regional needs when preparing their general plans. Issues
such as air quality, open space, transportation, housing,
water supply, and jobs are not confined within city or county
boundaries. A unique opportunity for the City of Santa
,Clarita and the County of Los, Angeles in the. One Valley



One Vision planning effort is to`consider regional` issues
wiEh n an appropriate, meaningful context for the entire
Santa Clarita Valleq. '`

The challenges of determining where growth should occur
and ensuring that housing is provided to new residents are
also linked to transportation: Location of new housing
without cohsiderafon for where residents will work and
`shop will result in more traffic congestion and air pollution,
To address regional planning needs, SLAG has developed a
regional growth vision based on four key prnciplesc`'

Mobility -Getting where we want to go,
Livability - Creating positive.commimities;

• Prosperity -Long-term health for the region; and
• Sustainability -Preserving natural surroundings.

In order to achieve these principles SLAG has formulated
a plan for its six-county Southern California planning area
calling for the following measures:-

Focusing growth in existing and emerging centers and
along major transportation corridors;

• 'Creating significant areas ofmixed-use development
and walkable communities;' ̀ `

• Targetinggrowtfi around`existingand planned transit
'statio~is;'and
Preserving existing open space' and stable"residential
uses.

SCAG's growth strategy calls for changes to land use and
transportation trends on two ~ereent of the land area within
the six-counfy'meYropolitan'region in order accommodate
projected growth to`achieve the goals of mobility, livability,
prosperity, and sustain~bil ty. Within the'Santa Clarita
Valley,'thetwo=percent growth strategy identifies areas with
potential for growth in proximity to the three Metrolink
commuter stations in Downtown Newhall, Saugus, and
Canyon Country. (The existing temporary' Via Princessa
Metrolink station is being evaluated for relocation in the
future to a permanent Metrolink station on the. Valley's
east side).

City and County staff compiled growth statistics and pro-
jections for the Santa Clarita Valley when preparing the
Land Use Map for the Area Plan update. As of 2008; there
were approximately 80>000 dwelling units within the Val-
ley, of which 57,000 were in the City and 23,000 were in
the County. Another 39,500 dwelling units had received
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land ~tse approval, including 33,500 units in County areas
and 6,000 units within the City;' and several thousand
more dwelling units were the subject of pending land use
applications. The estimated population of the Santa Clarita
Valley in 2008 was 252,000, with 177,000 people living in the
City and 75;000 residing in unincorporated County areas.
From'these numbers, it is expected that growth, and the
related issues of qualify of life, will continue to be pressing
for Valley residents and decision makers in the coming
decades. [lccoraing to a citizen "survey in` 2000, Valley
residents identified traffic, growth, community, cultural arts,
erivir'onrriental i'ssuespublc safety, economic development,
parks, open space, acid transit as significant concerns: The
primary objective of the Land Use Element is to demon-
stratehow projected`growth can be accommodated within
the Valley, and managed to maintain livability, mobility,
sustainability, and prosperity for all residents.

Va VALLEY OF VILLAGES

The physical setting and history% of the Santa Clarita Valley
have combined to create several distinctive ̀communities,
each with"its own special character; developmentpafferns,
and lifestyles. Topographically, many neighborhood's are
separated from adjacent development by ridgelines or can-

yons. The location of the Santa Clara River and Interstate 5,
both of which transect the planning area',' also act as barri-
ers that separate communities. In addition, the fisforical
development of the Valley took place over along period of
time during which development occurred in differentareas,
at'different`times;'andfor differerit'reasons. Old Town
Newhall, Saugus; end Castaic developed along transp'orta-
tion routes, while Valencia and Stevenson Ranch developed
according to master' plans prepared by residential builders.
Outlying areas, such as Val Verde and Hasley Canyon,
developed aslow-density rural areas based on their residents'
desire for retreat from high-intensity urban centers.

The diversity'of settlement patterns within the Santa Clarita
Valley is viewed as a positive aspect of the community, an
acknowledgement ofthe area's history and'topography, in
recognition that the Valley can accommodate and provide
diverse areas suitable for different lifestyles. However, the
benefits of a unified approach to good planning cannot be
ignored in favor of diversity. It rriay appear-that Valley resi-
dentsdesire two seemingly inconsistent goalsc maintenance
of'diversit}~'and community`identity, and' a coordinated
approach to orderly development. It is the aim of the One

to
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Valley One Vision planning effort to bring these two goals
together into two workable planning,policy documents, the
City's General Plan and the County's Area Plan. The theme
of these updated Plans is "Valley of Villages," in recogni-
tion of the various communities and neighborhoods within
the :Santa Clarity Valley that wish to maintain their own
distinctive character, while at the same time recognizing
their place in the "big picture" plan for development ~yithin
the entire planning area.

The term "village" brings many images to mind. A village
is a community in which people. know one another, support
local businesses, gather together at community events, and
share common ideals about their future. The term."village"
also implies a cpmmunity that can sustain itself over many ,
years without being severely impacted by economic setbacks,
loss of housing, lack of education, inadequate parks or
public services, aid hazards ar ppllution that_threatens its
residents. Village residents typically send their, children to
neighborhood schools, use neighborhood parks, walk along
neighborhood streets. and trails, and work clpse to home.
1Vlore than anything else, a village invokes the concept of
quality of life based on a healthy living environment and
productive social and civic interaction. Village residents
can also, be apart of a larger network of comprised of
neighboring villages, connected by transportation. routes
and sharing major. community facilities that benefit the
larger Valley area.

The various existing _communities identified in the Santa
Glarita Valley, including approved specific plans are
.described below, and their general locations are indicated
on Figure L-L

Newh~lf
Newhall is generally located in the City of Santa Clarity and
was one of.the earliest permanent settlements in the Valley,
established in 1876 in conjunction with the construction of
the Southern Pacific Railroad. Henry Mayo-Newhall, who
.had deeded land to Southern Pacific Railroad to lay track
connecting Los; Angeles and San Francisco, also deeded
Southern Pacific a parcel of land to build a depot and a town
to be called Newhall. Old Newhall was once the largest
community in the Vallgy, and its,early development, typi-
cal of many western towns, was based. on oil, mining, and
the railroad. Newhall maintains its historic character, and

zi

includes the residence of silent :film stax William S. Hart,
whose 300-acre ranch is now a County park, museum, and
tourist attraction.

Prior to completion of the interstate highway system, Main.
Street (formerly San Fernando Road), whichxuns parallel
to the railroad tracks and served as the community's main
street, was a principal link between the San Joaquin Valley
and the Los Angeles Basin. It still serves as the. backbone
for Downtown Newhall's commercial district.

Commexcial.land rises are concentrated in what has been
called Old Town Newhall, along Lyons Avenue and.Main
Street.. Residential uses in Newhall include higher density
multi-family and single family uses, both north and south
of Lyons Avenue. Some of the older single family and
mobile home residences in east Newhall; are in need of

rehabilitation. The City recently completed a new 17,000
square foot recreation and co~rnunity center in Old Town
Newhall, offering a variety of progr~xns and containing a
Sheriff's substation. The new Metrolink train statipn, which
provides commuter services and a parking lot adjacent to
the community center, was built on the site of the original
Newhall train station.

In December 2005 the City.of Santa Glarita adopted the
Downtown Newhall Specific Plan as a foundation for facili-
tatingredevelopment and enhancement of the area. $ased
on extensige public input, economic analysis, and planning
design, the Specific Plan encompasses-20 blocks (550, acres,
including Hart Park) and provides opportunities for mixed
use and transit-oriented development. Approximately 700
new dwelling units. and .over 250,000, square feet. of new
commercial, spate are projected by the Specific Plan, in
addition to existing housing and business in the area. Both
new development and redevelopment are accommodated
in the Specific Plan.

_Because the Downtown Newhall Specific Plan was the first
plan targeted by the City towards transit-oriented develop-
mer~t, it will`serve as a prototype for other districts in the
Valley.. that will be clustered around transit centers.:: The
Design Principles fpr Transit Oriented Development as
identified in the document will be considered inplanning
for similar districts near other existing and future transit
centers. These,.principles included the following: , ,



• Make great public places;
`Make ̀ great streets (both commercial and
residential);

• Live above stores;
Live near transit;
Build a variety of buildings;

• Create a variety of housing choices;
Provide for the right mix of retail; and'

• Provide the right amount of parking, in the right
locations:

Implementation strategies in the Specific Plan 'included
street improvements, provision of additional on-streetpark-
ing and a future parking structure, re-routing of through-

`traffic to Railroad Avenue, bicycle baths, streetscape beau-
tificat on, utility upgrades, affordable housing assistance,
billboard abatement, historic prese"rvaton, and creation of a
plaza'for outdoor markets. The plan also contains detailed
architectural'guidelinesdesigned topromote human-scale,
pedestrian-orentezi streets and buildings consistent with
the old-town themes.

"rhe primary planning issues for Newhall include'imple-
mentation of the Downtown Newhall Specific Plan through
redevelopment efforts, attracting private investment com-
bined with public funds to create a'mixed-use, transit-
orierited>pedestrian-friendly; live-work-play environment
that will provide dining,' entertainment, retail; commercial,
and housing choices to both residents and visitors. This will
result in Newhall providing additional services, including
parking amenities arid'a new branch library.' Other plan-
ning issues include the future extension of Dockweiler
Drive to Lyons Avenue> the future expansion of The Master's
College campus, development of the 4.2 million square
foorGate-King industrial park, and providing anyneeded
drainage infrastructure imp~overrienfs.

Valencia
The community of Valencia is generally located withinthe
City of Santa Clarita'and is part of the orig na137,500 ̀acre
Newhall Rancli, a Mexican-land grant acquired bq Henry
Mayo Newhall and later owned by the Newhall Land and
Farming Company. ̀Named after a city in Spain,'Valen-
cia was initiated in 1965 as a mastef planned community.
Residential, commercial, and industrial developments form
the basic community' structure, supported by shopping
centers, recreational facilities, schools, colleges, a medical
campus, golf courses, professional offices, and other support
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services connected by a system of walkways called paseos.
The'community is-home to the local Los Angeles County
Civic Center; College of the Canyons, California Institute
of the Arts, Santa Clarita's City-Hall, the Valencia Town
Center Mall, and Six Flags Magic Mountain. Developments
such as the Valencia Gateway (comprised of the Valencia
Industrial Center and Valencia Commerce Center) have
made Valencia the largest center for business and tech-
nology in the Valley and have resulted in the creation of
approximately 60,000 jobs. New industrial development
continues west of Interstate 5 in North Valencia, including
a postal distribution facility:'

Both the City and the County have jurisdiction over por-
tions ofValencia, although the majority of the land is within
City limits. Since 1965 more'than 20,000 residentiaTunits
have been constiructed and over 50;000 residents call Valen-
ciahome. The primary planning issues for Valencia will be
promoting development that provides employment oppor-
tunit es far Valley residents, and maintaining Valencia's
role as`an econoxriic center for the Valley,'as other regional
commercial uses are`constructed in neighboring'areas.

$at1~iN5
Generally located within the City of Santa Clarity and estab-
lislied in' 1887, Saugus was ̀named for the Massachusetts
birthplace of Henry Mayo Newhall and owes its existence
to the Southern Pacific Railroad. Saugus has a colorful
history. The Saugus Speedway, originally designed in 1924
as a rodeo arena; was the setting for the last great train
robbery in California, which took place behind the speed-
waq in 1928. A Metrolink station is now located near the
speedway, which includes parking and provides a transfer
point between commuter rail and buses. The 80-acre Santa
Clarity Central Park is located in Saugus.

Residential areas of Saugus are located in" Seco Canyon
and' Bouquet Canyon. Residential` development has also
occurred in Haskell Canyon and Plum Canyon. 'Commer-
cialuses inthe area primarily serve local residents. Saugus
also contains older industrial development along Rail"road
Avenue, interspersedwith newer commercial uses.

The northern portions of Saugus are hilly, with tree-lined
streets adjacent to hills covered with natural vegetation.
The natural'areas remaining along Bouquet Canyon Creek
present an opportunity to enhance the area by creating a
greenbelt connecting the community with other parts of
the Valley.
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'the primary planning issues for Saugus include addressing
traffic congestion in established neighborhoods, vehicular
access to activity centers and freeways, the need for beauti-
fication and public amenities such as roadway landscaping,
trails, and thg. need for enhanced;cornmercial to serve a
broader range of needs.for Saugus residents.

Canyon Coup#ry
Canyon, Countxy is partially. located within the City of
Santa Clarita and partially located within unincorporated

;Los Angeles County, ~in the eastern ~ortian of.the. Santa
Clarta Valley along Saledad Canyon Road east of Saugus
,and extending north of Sand Canyon along State Route 14
to Agua Dulce. Portions of Canyon Country lie;tyithin both
the City and the County. This area k~as the largest popula-
tion of any community in the Valley and contains. a wide
range of housing types, including large-lot single-family
custom homes, single-family tract homes, multiple-family
developments, and rr~ob~le_home parks, Comnnercal and
manufacturing activities are conc~ntra~ed.along both:sides
of Soledad Canyon Road and along the northg~rly portion of
:Sierra Highway within the planning area. A business park/
industrial hub, Centre Pointe Business Park, is located on
,Golden Valley Road. The City's Sports Complex and Aquat-
ics Center provide recreational facilities serving all Valley
residents, and the Vi~;Princessa Metrolink station serves

the east Valley cpmmunities. Commercial development is
located along Soledad CanyonRoad between White's Can-
yon and Sierra Highway, which includes the JoAnne Darcy
Canyon Country .Library and a movie theater complex.
Newer townhomes and apartment are located along State
;Route 14 between Sand Canyon and Via Princessa. In addi-
tion, there are zesidential neiglborhoo.ds in ~Vlint Canyon
.and Tick Canyon within unincorporated County territory.
A variety of architectural styles exist along Soledad Canyon
Road. Hornes.along the northern section of Sierra Highway
are generally rural and of vezy low density, with the. excep-
tion of-multi-Family development near tie intersection of
Sierra Highway and Soledad Canyon Road.

One issue for residents in Canyon Country has been access
to jobs in the Valencia area to the west. ~Iowever, with the
planned completion of the Cross Valley Connector, traffic
movement between Canyon Country and employment cen-
ters .along Interstate 5 is expected to improve, significantly.

Transit service improvements and additional park-and-ride
facilities will also be evaluated to address thisneed..;:
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College of the Canyons opened an East, Valley campus on
Sierra Highway in Canyon Country during. the fall of 2007.
The campus, which is open to students while construction
continues, will encompass 70 acres and accommodate 8>000
full-time students when fully built put. The campus will

.operate as afull-service comnnunity college to residents
on the east side of the. Santa,Clarita Valley.

Planning issuesfor Canyon.Countryinclude anopportunity
to upgrade land uses:along Sierra Highway in the area of

the new college campus, from Soledad Canyon Road north
to Vasquez Canyon Road. In this area Sierra Highway will
be widened to six lanes, and there is an opportunity to
provide services to area residents and;the college on vacant
land fronting the highway. ;Canyon, Counkry residents
have expressed a desire for higher end retail. and restau-
rantuses intheir area. In addition, Qlderuon-conforming
-uses in the area can be gradually phased out to .upgrade
the character. of development and encourage new users
to Canyon Country. This area yvill be planned as a mixed
.use corridor in order to create. jobs and provide new hous-
,ing and commercial services for area residents, as well as
for college students.and faculty. The mixed use corridor
designation will encourage a mix.of uses in a pedestrian-

friendly environment, creating ~a focal point far Canyon
Country. In order tarealize the rede~elopment,potential
along this corridor, a coordinated effort will be needed to
address regional drainage infrastructure issues.Another
planning opportunity for Canyon Country lies in the land
adjacent to State Route 14 access points. Four existing on-
andofd ramp systems provide direct freeway access to the
area, and represent gpportunities to enhance entryways
into the community. _ .

5a~d Canynrr
The Sand Canyon area is generally located within the
,City of Santa. Clarita,_southeast of Canyon Country and
is comprised predominantly of low-density single-family
residential uses. The area is rural with- extensive stands of
'oak trees and. is characterized by large estate. homes and
lots, many of which are equestrian and enjoy direct access
to an equestrian trail, system.linking the community... The
community is accessible via Sand Canyon Road end Plac-
erita Canyon Road, and is bordered on the south and east
by the Angeles National Forest.



Sand' Canyon is largely developed." A challenge for the

Sand Canyon .area will be'ensuring land use compatibil-

itybetween homes and adjacent natural areas in Angeles

National Forest and along the Santa Clara River. Majar
planning issues include protecting the rural and equestrian

character from development pressures to create more tra-
ditional subdivisions in this low-density' area; increasing

multiple purpose trail linkages; and providing. an effective
interface between residents and~Natonal Forest lands. In

addition; development in the area must comply with the
City's Special -Standards District to maintain the rural

community character desired by residents.

The eastern portion of the Sarid Canyon region, outside

the Santa Clarita city limits, is home to disturbed lands

resulting from'cu'rrent"and past aggregate mining practices,

'former militaty industrial support activities, and Superfund

hazard properties. It's to the benefit of the region fo have

these`properties restored fo an economic land use'r'ather
than left in a disturbed state. These highly impaired lands
are appropriate for future conversion to land uses comple-
mentary to the surrounding topography, national forest,
and Santa Clara River setting. Such land uses should be
consistent with the policies of this plan including'jobs/
housing balance, shortened commute times; and siting of
rie`w uses largely within the footprint of the disturbance area.
Such'uses "should 6eplanned so as to avoid adverse effects
on`the Santa'Clara River Significant Ecological Area.

P~aceri~a Canyon
Site of the first gold strike in California in 1842, Placerita
Canyon is generally located w Etiin the Gity of Santa Clarita
and is now a rural residential area located northeast of
downtown Newhall. Equestrian-oriented residential uses
among oak woodlands typify development in this area,
which still contains scattered ranches. ̀Oil fields are located
in the easterri`portion of the canyon; west of State"Route
14. East of State Route 14,' Placerita' Canyon is predomi-
nantly undeveloped with much o'f the land contained in
the Angeles 'National Forest: Placenta Canyon is home
to Tlie`Master's College, a private four-year'liberal arts
institution; and the Placenta Canyon Nature`Center: ̀Two
historic ranckes in Pl~cerita Canyon have been converted
to other ̀uses but retain the rural character of the area:
The Melody Ranch is now used primarily for filming and
to host the annual Cowboy Festival and other events; and
the Golden Oak Ranch is used by the Disney Company for
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filming and other corporate uses. A substantial number
of newer estate homes on large lots have been constructed
in tlie'area in recent years.

Planning issues in Placerita Canyon include accommodating
expansion plans for The Master's College; u~sgrading`non-
compliant older structures; extending sewer lines to serve
existing uses throughout the area to protect groundwater
quality; providing flood control and drainage improve-
ments; providing additional vehicular access (possibly
through extension of Dockweiler Drive); and opportuni-
ties for future development of the 100'-acre site located
at the westerly entrance of Placerita Canyon.. In addition,
developrnenf" in the area must comply with the City's Spe-
cial Standards District to maintain the rural community
character desired ~iy'residents.

Castaic, located in unincorporated Los Angeles-County,
developed from its role as a hightvaystop containing small
cafes, hotels and automotive services along the old Ridge
Route, which opened' in 1914. By-passed when Highway
99 (iow Interstate 5) openedin 1933, portions of the Ridge
Route can'still be` driven today. When the 'Ridge Route
was first constructed, it cuC 30 miles off thy` Lo"s Angeles to
Bal~ersfield route and allowed the journey fo be cor'ripleted
by automobile in only four days. 'Ilie eight lanes of Interstate
5 now bisect`~asta c, with` new residential'development
on both sides of the freeway and the ̀older portion of the
community`on the east side.

,;

The 500-mile long California'Water Project has turned the
community of"Castaic into one of the planning area's major
recreational centers: ̀ Man-made Castaic Lake, the water
project's western terminus; is a popular spoYfor swimming,
sailing; fishing, boating, and water`skiing: 'The Castaic
Sports Complex is located just south'of CasYaic Lake and
provides sports opportuniEies for ̀all ages. These recre-
ational attractions have increased Castaic's growth poten-
tial, but have also resulted in traffic impacts, especially on
weekend`s.

Land use in Castaic'is mixed, with new residential develop-
mentsurrounding freeway-oriented'commercial uses along
Castac/Parker and Lake Hughes Roads. The community
still provides important services and facilities to the truck-
ing industry, and`there is a need to ensure that long-term
parking and servicing of big rigs does not adversely impact
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area residents. Castaic's commercial. corridor is changing

from a small highway; oriented service center along I-5 to

include more, goods and services for residents„ There is
potential for additional commercial infill development.
~n addition, there is an opportunity to expand services to

recreational users of the local lakes.

Also within Castaic is the Pitchess Detention Center (Way-
side Honor Rancho), a, Los Angeles County incarceration

facility... _t~ portion of the property is unused and presents

an opportunity for future planning.

Hasl~y Canyon, located north of Val Verde and southwest
of Castaic, is considered an outlying subarea of the Castaic

community. With the exception of an older existing mobile
home park, the area is characterized bylow-density estate
homes on larger lots amid scattered oak trees, and supports
a rural equestrian life, style. Major planning issues for Hasley
Canyon include maintaining compatibility gf,proposed
development with the area's rural character.

Los Angeles Co~xnty,developed a Community Standards
District (CSD) -for Castaic to address a wide range of plan-
ningissues for this evolving community. Regulations in the
CSD include lot size requirements for new homes, hillside
development restrictions, provisions for trail connections
and protection of native vegetation, and buffering between
:incompatible uses. In addition, the CSD limited tlae expan-
sion of trucking-related uses, in the.,Castaic center. and
;prohibited clustered subdivisions.in-the Hasley Canyon
and Sloan Canyon areas.

Val Verde
Val Verde is located in unincorporated Los Angeles County,
three miles west of Interstate 5; and is developed primarily.
with single-family homes in a rural setting, surrounded
by chaparral-covered hillsides and scattered canyon, oaks.
The community is located, near the intersection of San
:Martinez and Chiquita Canyon Roads. in the: hills north
of State Route,126. The. area was subdivided in the 1920's
and lots.. were sold for, nse as vacation. homes, by African-
Amercan residents of Los Angeles. Today the area is eth-
nically diverse, ,The County_ of Los A,ngele~ operates Val
Verde Park; a community park with a swimming pool, open
space, equestrian stables, and recreational amenities that
provides a focal point for area residents.
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Major planning issues for Val Verde include,potential nui-
sance impacts from expansion of the.landfill in Chiquita
Canyon, the compatibility of prpposed developments. with
the: village's rural character, and providing. residents with
increased access to employment opportunities, social ser-
vices, and adequate infrastructure.

Agua,~ace
Agua Dulce is located in unincorporated Los Angeles County,
in the,$ierr~ ~elo~a V~11ey nQtrtbeast,of Canyon Country.
The Antelope Palley Freeway (State Route 14) is located to
the south, providing access to the community via, Agua
Dixlce ,Canyon, Road end Escondido .Canyon Road. The
community's,setting is distinctively, rural and completely
surrounded by hills, imparting a feeling of separation from
nearby. urban areas. Vasquez Rocks County Park, located
just north of Agua Dulce off of State Route 14, is an area of
unique geologic formations that has been thg site of many
movies and~television shows. ~ ~

AguaDulce has been ranching country,sin~e the' 1870's.
Mining activity in nearby,Soledad Canyon first brought
attention to the area, bringing more ranchers into the. com-
munity. The construction of Sierra Highway and the Ante-
lope Valley Freeway have increased accessibility into the
community, bringing additional residenfis; however, the land
use character remains rural and equestrian, with a small
commercial "town center," and aprivately-owned airport.

Residents wish to maintain Agua Dulce as, a` rural com-
munity, but are generally open to additional low-density,
large-lot, equestrian-.oriented homes in the area utilizing
non-urban infrastructure systems,, in accordance with its
Community Standards District (CSD). There is also an
opportunity to enhance the rustic village center to provide
residents with more goods,and services andserve as a com-
munityfocal point.

West Ranch'(Stevenson ~~nch, 5unse~ P¢~i~~e,
1~estridg~, and Pico Car~ya~}
West of Interstafie 5 are various communities in unincor-
porated Los Angeles County that have a common setting
and shared interests, generally, referred to as West Ranch.
One of these is Stevenson Ranch, Tocated west of Interstate
5 and north of Pica Canyon Road, amaster-planned com-
munity developed in phases under a plan approved- by
Los Angeles County. the project's 4,000 acres-are largely
developed except for the last phase, which proposes 3,467



residential units. Over 100 acres of commercial uses were
included; nearly all of which are developed with regional
commercial, restaurant and office uses along the freeway
corridor (Valencia Marketplace). The project also included
45 acres of parkland:'

Adjacent to Stevenson Ranch is Westridge, a residential
community that includes elementary, junior high, and high
school site's: Soutih of Stevenson Ranch lie the residential

community of Sunset Pointe and the rural residential area '~

"' of Pico'Canyon; located west of The Old Road. 'Pico Canyon
extends into lioth City and County areas, and includes the
Santa Clarita Woodlands State'Park, fiowsley'Cariyon State
Park, Ed Davis Park, and the historic oil town of Mentryville.
IVlentryville is the`location of Pico #4 the$rst successful
oil well in the western United States. Surrounding the
developed areas are significant stands of oak trees and the
Lyons Canyon Significant Bcological Area: ``

The primary planning issues for Pico Canyon include com-

patiblty ofproposed developnentswith the Lyons Canyon
SEA,'"the Santa Mar to Woodlands;`and other parks and
natural areas in the area.

VI. SPECIFIC PANS

Sp~c~fic P~a~ Process'
State planning law provides a process for local governments

to use in approving'large, complex development projects
in a manger that provides for'long-term buildout, phased
with construction of infrastructure and publicfacilities and
supported with funding plans and' implementiation strate-
gies. Such projects maybe approved using the Specific Plan
process, pursuant to' Government Code Sections 65450-
65457 and'applicable local ordinances. Any applicant that
meets the minimum requirements for filing a Specific'Plan
(including public agencies) may submit a project for review
under these statutes, and each Specific Plan submittal will be
reviewed on its own merit by the reviewing authority (City
or County, depending ori'the location of the project):

`'' Every Specific Plan approved in California mustbe reviewed
using-the same. process used for a General Plan or Area Plan,

and must include the following components:

• The distribution; location, and extent of fhe uses of

land, including'open space, within the area covered
by the Plan;
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• THe proposed ̀distribution, location, arid' exfenY and
intensity of major components of public and; private
transportation; sewage, water; drainage, solid waste
'disposal, energy, and other essential facilities pro-
posed to be looted within tlie' area covered by the
Plan and needed to support the lend uses described
in the Plan;

• Standards and criteria by which development will

proceed,'and standards for the conservation, devel-

opment, and utilization of natural resources, where
applicable;

A program of implementation measures, including reg-
ulations,programs, public works projects, and'financ-
ing measures necessary to carry out the project;'

An explanation of how the Specific Plan is consistent
with the General Plan and/or Area Plan; and ''

• Any other subjects who in the judgment of the planning

agency' are necessary or desirable for 'implementation

of the General Plan and/or Area Plari.

Approved Specific PBans
Significant'portions of the: planning area`encompassed

6y tlie'Area Plan are'included in Specific Plans that have
already received land`use approval: As`these'areas build out

pursuant to approved Specific Plans and subdivision maps,

the resulting land'uses will lie integrated into the'Valley's
development pattern and circulation network. Therefore,.

the following previously approved projects were considered

in drafting the Area Plan Land Use Element and other

related Eleirients.

N~1Ai~ld~~ ~~19th

The County of Los' Angeles adopted "̀the' Newhall Ranch

Specific Plan on May27, 2003. ̀`the planning area encom-
passes' 11,963 acres and extends approximately 5 miles from

east to'west, and 5'/Z miles from north to south, from`about
one mile west' of Interstate 5 to the Ventura County Line,
both north and south of State Route 126:' The southerly
portion of the site contains steep terrain and high plateaus
bf the Sanfa Susana 1Vfountans; over 6;000' acres of the
planning area will remain" in open space, including two
special resource management areas. The adopted plan will
allow construction of 20,885 dwelling units, 629 acres of

mixed-use development, 67 acres of commercial, 249 acres
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of business. park,. and 37 acres of visitor commercial uses.
Neighborhood parks, a 15-acre lake, public trails, an;l$-hole
golf course, fire stations, a branch lib,~ary, and school. sites
are also planned, along with water and sewer infrastructure.
The Specific Plan states the project's intent,xs; to provide a
high-quality, master planned environment, which offers
homes, shopping, employment, and recreational opportuni-
ties. Development of the project is expected to occur over
a 25-year timeframe.

A key design feature of the Newhall Ranch Specific Plan is its
emphasis on the creation of interrelated villages, separated
by significant;open space areas and natural landforms. The
plan avoids "leap-frog" development into the Santa Susana
foothills and instead accommodates projected growth in
.areas. adjacent to existing and planned infrastructure, urban
services, transportation routes and employment centers.
Villages proposed by the project include Landmark Village,
Mission Village, Homestead Village, and Potrero Village.

Natural landmarks and topographical features define each
village. According to the Specific Plan, dividing tl~e large
project into villages allows for the creation of convenient
village centers and gives future residents optimal access to
commercial, recreational, and public facilities.: In addition,
-this design gives residents access to nature by providing
undeveloped open space accessible by trails from each vil- .
lage, Land uses were located to accommodate and preserve
major natural landforms and significant environmental
features, such. as the .river corxidor, ridgelines, .hillsides,
creeks,. bluffs, and.oak woodlands. Each village and its
.central activity area will be allowed to develop a unique
sense of identity, inspired by the natural features of the site.
The pillage concept was designed to provide residents with ,
a greater sense of identity with their community. Through
its design and planned development pattern, the Newhall
Ranch Specific Plan reinforces the; theme for the. Santa
Clarita Valley as a Valley of Villages.

Nar~~lake
The Northlake, Specific Plan was approved for 3,623 resi-
dentialunits, both single family and multi-family, on 1,330
acres located two miles north of,Gastaic. The plan also calls
for 450 acres of open space, school sites, and a golf course;
however, the project proponents have requested revisions
to the proposed project amenities that are under review by
Los Angeles County. When developed, this. project will be
considered a part: of the Castaic village. community.

z~

C~~y~r~ Park (F~i~ Oaks Ranch)
The Canyon Park Specific. Plan (commonly known as Fair
Oaks Ranch) is a residential development located between
Sierra Highway and State Route 14, near Via Princessa. The
project includes 4,763 multi-family units and 637 single-
family.units on approximately 30,8 acres, and is nearly
built-out. The project is bisected by the Antelope Valley
Freeway and: contains no commercial uses. Therefore, there
is an opportunity to create a service center for Fair.Oaks
Ranch in the vicinity of the project.

UNhit~aker ~e~mite Property,
The 989-acre Whittaker Bermite site;is situated in the center
of the City and was used for over 80 years as a production
site-for military,explosives and flares by various manufac-

turers.:Manufacturng operations ceased in 1987: During
these years, manufacturing and testing of various chemicals

r on the site involved use and improper disposal of hazardous
materials, resulting in chemical contamination of,both soil
and groundwater..Directly beneath the site lies the Saugus
Aquifer, a significant groundwater. source for the Valley.
Since manufacturing operations ended, remediation of soil
and groundwater contamination (including perchlorate)
has been ongoing; however, more progress must be made
prior to redevelopment of the site.

The Porta Be11a Specific Plan wasapproved for the property,
which_proposed clean-up of contaminants and,re-use of
the site for mixed uses, including 1,244 single-family units,
.1,667 multi-family,unts, 96 acres of commercial and office
uses,: 407 acres of open space, and 42 acres of recreational
use.. Extension of major roadways designed to traverse
tk~e: planning area include Via Princessa, Magic Mountain
Parkway, and Santa Clarita Parkway. However, more work
is needed to ensure site clean-up and the location of uses in
an appropriate manner to avoid future health risks..The City
has joined environmental agencies and the water district in
promoting remediation of this Brownfield site and re-use
of the property for productive purposes.

Downtaw~ N~wha~I.,Sp~cifir PI~~ ,
As noted above in the,desc~ription o#' Newhall, the,Down-
town Newhall Specific Plan has been adopted by,the City to
encourage mixed-use and transit-orienfied development in
the historic community of Newhall, in order to promote new

...investment, spur economic,development, and create new
residential. opportunities in this area. Other opportunities



include creation of an arts districfin the vicinity of existing
theaters in the area,'and construction of a new library. The
Downtown Newhall Specific Plan was'adopted in 2005.

V~I~nsia Specific Plans
The'North Valencia Specific Plan was adopted in 1998.
The project encompassed 707`acres'generallybordered by
Newhall Ranch Road; Bouquet Canyon Road, and' Magic
Mountain Parkway, east of San Francisquito Creek. The Spe-
cific Plan provided for a mix of residential and commercial

uses, open space, and an industrial center. A significant
segment of the Santa Clara` River was preserved as open
space as part of the Specific Plan.

The North Valencia Specific Plan No. 2 was adopted in 2000
for 596 acres it the northern'porfion of the City, generally
located north of Newhall 'Ranch Road west of McKean
Parkway. 'The Specific'Plan called formixed' nse develop-
menY, including residential; industrial and commercial

uses: A major component of this project was preservation
of open space in environmentally sensitive areas along San
Francisquito C ̀reek:

These Specific Plan areas have been fully built out.

Pending and F~tur~ Spetifac Plans
At the time this Area Plari was adopted, several Specific Plan

projects were in the proces's of being prepared for properties
within the planning area, but'were not yet ready for public
hearings or land use decisions: The City and County agreed
that these projects would not be shown on the Land Use
Map'or reflected in "the`City's General Plan or the County's
Area Plan until such time as ea'eh such Specific Plan project

is completed'and reviewed, in conjuncfiion with an environ-
mentaldocument preparedfio meet the`requirements of the
California Environmental Quality Act, and circulated for

public review and input. However, the decision not toreflect
these project§ in the City's` General=Plan or the' County's

Area Plan until the required review process for each p"roject
is completed should not be interpreted to mean that any of

the pending Specific Plans will or will not be approved in

the'future. Nothing in'this Area Plan shall be interpreted to
preclude the future review of any application' for a Specific
Plan that is pending of the time of Area Flarn adoption. If

and when the applicants for each pending Specific Plan

project complete the requirementsfor"review'and"approval,

the decision on each project-will be made'based on the

merits of the project, which shall include conformance
with all applicable policies of the City's General Plan or

Chapter 2: Laa~d Use Element

the County's Area Plan. 'In addition; other Specifrc`Plans

may be undertaken in the future that are not yet identified,
and each Specific Plan will be evaluated based omits own

merits and conformance with the applicablepoliciesbf the
Citys General Plan or the County's Area Plan.

It should be noted that both'tHe City and the'County encour-

age use of the Specific Planprocess for preparation of com-

prehensive master plans for development: This process

allows for flexibility that can lead to innovative design

solutions beyond that allowed by regulations in the Zoning
Ordinance:'Particularly in mixed-use developments where
walkable; pedestrian-oriented neighborhoods are desired,
sach'as near transit centers; the Specific Plan process is

encouraged. Policies have been included in this element to
encourage preparation 6f Specific Plans where appropriate

to meet the goals for more fiealthy, vibrant; and attractive

communities:

VII. DEMOGRAPHICS CHARACTERI~T~CS
OF THE SANTA C6.ARITA VALLEY

Past Pop~a~a~iora Trends
A significant amount of the population growth in Los Ange-

les County over the past two decades has occurred in North

Los Angele's County, which includes both'the Santa Clarita

Valley and the'Aritelope Valley (including the cities ofPalm-

dale and Lancaster).: In 2000 the City of Santa Clarita was

the four"th largest city within the County iri term's of popu-

lation (following Los Angeles, Long Beach; and Glendale).

The fastest-growing cities from 1990 to 2000 were' Santa

Clarita, Palmdale and Lancaster, which maintained annual

average growth rates significantly higher tham the County

as a whole: During'tkat decade; the Santa Clarita Valley

grew liy almost 60;000 residents to reach 212,6TT by 2000,

a population growth of over 39 percent.

The Valley's population has diversified as a result of this
growth, with the percentage of residents who are of His-

panic,Asian, African-American; and mixed'ethnicityback-

grounds growing by over 95 percent between 1990 and-2000

(from 41,555 to 73;733). Households within the Valley had

a higher average household income than County re§idents

as a whole ($83,900 in the Valley compared to $63,909 as a

Countywide average in 2000). The population continues

to reflect larger households than the Countywide average,

indicative of young families with children: Average "house-

holdsize increased from 2.93 to 3.09 persons per household

zs



Lai Angetes Coue~ty Santa Ctarit~ Ualley Ares Ptah

over the Census decade. In the 2000 Census> the largest under-.utilized, privately owned,. designated and zoned
age group represented in the Valley was the "5 to 17" age for future development, and free of majpr constraints
bracket.. Almost a third of the population in the planning such as ridgelines and floodways,
area is under the age,of 18, and less than l0 percent of the
population in 2000 were in the over 65-year age bracket. 3. For undeveloped and under-utilized land within each

TAZ, staff, estimated the projected,aGtual build-out
PrOJCCtl~tts f~i' P~~UIdt1~~1 ~Itt~ ~U~15~h0IdS : capacity under the draft Land Use Map, consider-
Based on adetailed analysis of the planning area conducted ing parcelization,, surrounding development, access,
by traffic analysis zones; staff from the City and County have topography, drainage patterns; infrastructure capacity,
determined that population of the Santa Clarita Valley at and similar site constraints.
full build-out of the uses shown on the Land Use Maps of
the City's General Plan and the County's Area Plan will be 4. the result of this analysis was an estimated build-
approximately 440,000 to 485,000 residents, .comprising out capacity for. each TAZ in terms of dwelling unit
approximately 150,000 to 155,000 households. This analysis number and type; non-residential development,poten-
was conducted based on the need to project ultimate devel- tal (including commercial, business park, retail, and
opment in terms of various indic~tors,.including dwelling institutional space); public uses, including govern-
units, commercial-industrial space, job creation, water use, merit and school facilities, parks and open space; and
traffic generation, noise generation, housing needs, park land devoted to infrastructure. (such ~s streets and
needs„and other public services and facilities. In compiling highways, transmission corridors, and flood control
these projections, staffmembers from the City and County easements).
planning and traffic divisions reviewed data from multiple
sources, including existing geographic information system 'rlie projections. generated from the TAZ analysis represent
(CIS) .data layers, existing and proposed zoning, existing staff's best efforts to achieve a realistic vision of actual build-
and proposed General and Area Plan land use designa- out potential for. the. planning, area. In preparing the One
tions, property subdivisions, existing development patterns, Valley One Vision land use projections, staff acknowledged
pending development applications, ,approved. planning that portions of the planning area are already largely devel-
entitlements, topographic and environmental constraints, , , oped, and that the City's General Plan; and the County's Area
and other relevant information., The methodology used by Plan are not based on a "clean slate” of vacant, undeveloped
staff to develop these detailed demographic projections land. Existing uses and development patterns must be
involved the following steps:. , recognized in planning for new uses.,

1. Staffprepared projections for each traffic analysis zone For purposes of a theoretical comparison, the TAZ analysis
(TAZ) contained in the traffic model. For purposes of could be compared to the "worst case" build-out projections
;traffic modeling, a TAZ is,a portion of land within the of the Land Use Maps of the City's General Plan and the
planning area in which certain land uses have been County's.. Area Plan. -The worst case scenario assumes that
designated, the development of which is expected to all existing uses are subject to demolition, reconstruction,
generate new vehicle trips to serve future develop- or intensification to achieve the maximum density allowed
merit. ,only undeveloped or under-utilizedland will by the Land Use Map.. For exarnple~ ifan area is designated
be expected to be used for new development that will for single-family residential uses atfive dwelling units per
generate new vehicle trips. Therefore, each,TAZ must acre and the area is. already developed at four. dwellings
be analyzed to determine the percentage of land that is per acre, the worst case scenario assumes that the existing
already fully built-out, and the amount of land that is subdivisions would be replaced with new subdivisions at a
available for new development or rebuilding. There are higher density, or thatexisting units would be subdivided
455 TAZs in the trafTic model for the planning area. into multi-family structures #o achieve the higher density.

Because many, areas of the Santa Clarita Valley: have been
2. Staff compared each TAZ with a current aerial. photo- developed within the last.20 years with structures that have

graph and Planning Department records to defiermine useful life-spans of 50 years or longer, staff determined
the amount of developable land in each one. Land that it would be unreasonable to assume that all existing
was considered to be developable if it was vacant or development would be replaced with new development at
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the'highest possible density allowed by the Land' Use Map.
'For this "reason, the "worst case" scenario under the land
use plan was not used as the 6asis'for demographic projec-
tions. Instead, the TAZ analysis described above formed
the basis for reasonable`build -̀out projectioris'of land use,.
dwelling units population, and employment:

UI~I. ECONOM6C 1S5UES ~qR ~'HE SANTA
CLARiTA VALLEY

Economic Assets ire the Valley
The Santa Clarita Valley coritains'a wide variety of retail,
office;- industrial, medical, and entertainment centers that
provide employment, goods, and services to both regional
and local market areas: As an example, the Valencia Gate-
way consists ofsix ̀commerce centers, including the regional
mall; auto ma11, office; and industrial parks; contains 4,700
acres; and houses more than 5,000 businesses: Atbuild-out,
the Gateway will encompass 22.5 million square feet. The
following summary of some of the majar economic assets
in the Valley is intended to be representative of the quality
and scale of these developments, rather than a ̀complete
listing of all business projects in the planning area.

Retail Centers
Primary shopping districts' in the Valley' include the
following:

• Valencia Marketplace - a power center located west of
Interstate 5 in Stevenson Ranch, containing a variety
of big box anchor stores and supportive retail' and food
establishments;

• Westfield Valencia Town Center "- a regional shop-
p ng mall with almost 2 million square feet of retail,
restaurants, and`office`space, and a cinema complex.
fin 2008; a 300;000-square foot expansion of the mall
was approved'and construction began to add 40 new
retailers, more outdoor pedestrian plazas and seating,
and children's play areas;

• Old Town Newhall= as planned withn'the adopted
Downtown Newhall Specific Plan,'this area has poten-
tial for'growth into a prime specialty retail and dining

area with a direct rail link to'Los Angeles;

. The Valencia Auto Center - home to over 20 auto dealer

brands located in central Valencia;
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• 'The'Flaza at Golden Valley - a lifestyle center on the
east side of State Route 14 of 'Golden Valley Road in
Canyon`Country, slated for 618;000 squar'e'feet of
retail space for home and discount department stores,
'restaurants, specialty retail, a fire station and clinic.

Office Parks "
Primary office parks'in the Valley are generally located
within the City adjacent to the Golden State'Freeway (Inter-

state 5) and include the following:

• Valencia Corporate Center'- an 80 acre ofTice parkwith

`l:6 million square feet of office space;

• Town Center Drive - a 23-acre of~'ice park with 395,000
square. feet of office space.

Industrial Parks
Primary industrial parks in the Valley include the
following:

• Valencia Industrial Center - a 1,Y50 acre business park
with' 10.4 million square feet of manufacturing and
warehousing space;

Rye Canyon Business Park - a 379 acre businesspark
-'with 3.1 million square feet of'office, manufacturing

-and warehousing space;'

• Gate King Industrial Park - a 203 acre business park
with 4.2 million square feet of manufacturing and ware-
housing space approved but not yet constructed;

• Valencia Commerce Center - a 1,600'acre business
park'with 12.9'million square feet of manufacturing

'and warehousing space;'

• Centre Pointe`Business'Park - a 240 acre- business
park with 4.5' million'square feet of manufacturing
and'warehousirig space.

Medical Center
The Henry Mayo Newli~Il IVlemorial Hospital'(HMNMH)

campus Tocated in west Valencia; with 750 employees,

includes a 230-bed inpatient facility, medical offices, and

ouCpafient services that provide health services to Valley

residents. The HMN1vIH medical campus currently includes
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the Santa Clarita Valley's only trauma center. The approved
15-year HMNMH Master Plan includes an additional inpa-
tient building, three medical ofTices, an-site par~Cing facili-
ties, and two helipads.

Transportation Links
The location of the Santa Clarita Valley at the confluence
of major highway and. rail corridors provides an excellent
opportunity to move both people and freight efficiently in
and out of the Valley. These. links include the fallowing:

Entertainment Center
Six Flags Magic Mountain and Six Flags Hurricane Harbor

.theme darks together attract more than 3 million annual
visitors from the national and international tourist mar-

kets with world-class roller coasters and water rides. The
,Six Flags theme parks are jointly one, of the Santa Clarita

Valley's largest employers, providing 3,900 jobs during the
summer months.

Higher Education lns«itutons
The Santa Clarita Valley is home to three colleges, with a
total enrollment of over 15,000 students and a variety of
educational progxamsproviding job training and employ-
ment development, as described below:

•. College of the Canyons (COC) - afull-service com-,
mu~nity college with an~ e}~rollment of approximately _,
16,p00 students and two locations, the East and West
Valley campuses. COC provides several award-win-
ning,programs focused on economic and workforce
development, of tie Santa Clarita Valley, including
the Center for Applied Competitive Technologies, the
Advanced Technology Incubator, the Small Business
Development Center, and additional programs that
retrain the existing workforce with marketable skill
sets taxget~d to existing business industxy,clusters.

• California Institute of the Arts (CalArts) -the nation's
first art institute to offer,Bachelors of Fine Arts and ,
Master of Fine Arts in both the visual and performing
arts,,C~lArts is dedicated to training and nurturing
the next,generation of professional artists, fostering
brilliance and innovation within the broadest context
possible.

• The Master',s College - a,private four-year liberal arts
college; a 10-year Master Plan was. approved in 2009
which will add additional. educational facilities, dor-
mitories and a new chapel/auditorium.
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Freeways -Interstate 5 provides links between tl~e Los
Angeles basin, the Sari Joaquin/Central Valley, and
northern California...State Route 14,provides access
to Palmdale and Lancaster, and to major vacation
resorts along the eastern Sierra Nevada Mountains.
Stake Route 126. provides access to the coastal areas
of Ventura County. Just: to the south of the planning
.area, Interstate 210 provides links to the San Gabriel
Valley and Inland Empire region of San Bernardino
.and Riverside Counties.

Rail - Metrolink, a service of the Southern California
Regional Rail Aixthority, is a regional rail system pro-
viding comxnuter and passenger service between the
Valley and. employment centers in the San Fernando
Valley, Los Angeles> and other areas to the south. There
are three Metrolin~C stations inn the Santa Clarita Valley,
which are served by a public bus system. In addition,
plans for a future,high-speed rail linking northern and
southern California show a route generally following
State Route 14 through the Newhall Pass. Freight rail
service is provided by Union Pacific, using the same
tracks as Metrolink. Freight rail spurs service some
of the. industrial areas of the community...

• Airports -the Valley has access to the Los Angeles
International Airport, the Bob Hope (formerly Bur-
bank/Glendale/Pasadena) Airport, and the Palmdale
Airport. The Agua Dulce Airport is also located in
the Santa Clarita Valley.

Emp6~ym~~~ Trends
From 1992 to 2005, almosfi 40,000 new jobs were created
in the Santa Clarita Valley. ,.Between 2000 and 2005, job

growth averaged abort 3,900 jobs per year. Most of this job
.growth occurred in the manufacturing,. services, retail trade,
and construction sectors.. The planning area is becom-
ing asignificant employment center in north Los Angeles

.County.



Growth in construction was due~to the rapid-.rate of devel-
opmenf in the Valley since 1990, ̀but construction as a
component of the economy wilf slow as the Valley builds
out and construction activities decline. More lasting are
jobs in the manufacturing sector, which has added jobs
in the Valley; this sector is involved in manufacture of
machinery, transportation equipment, and electronics.
Wholesale trade also showed an increase in job creation,
reflecting the Valley's' excellent location for warehousing
and distribution of goods.

The Services sector accounted for the greatest number of
new jobs in"the planning area, adding 18,960 new jobs
between 1992 and 2005. Nearly half of these were in Busi-
ness Services, including office workers and support staff.
Job growth in other areas included Transportation and
Utilities, and Retail Trade:.

The total number of jobs in the Santa Clarita ~7alley in 2005
was 124,200, ofwhich about 60'percenf (74,889) were located
within`tHe Cify limits. The remaining 49,311 jobs were
located in the unincorporated County areas, primarily west
of Interstate Swithin Magic Mountain, Stevenson Ranch,
and the Valencia Commerce Center'(including the Postal
Distribution Center) Major Valley employers include Six
Flags Magic Mountain, the William S. Hart School District,
Princess Cruises> the Henry Mayo Newhall`IVlemoria] Hos-
pital, H. R: Textron, and Specialty Labs.

Although the planning area-had higher job growth than
the County as a whole, average pay per worker in the Val-
leyhas been only about'75 percent of the County average.
In 2000, an average employee in the Valley earned $29,201
annually compared to $39,671` for Los Angeles County. This
may reflect the number of service workers in the Valley,
the lack of major corporate headquarters, and fewer jobs
in financial and legal services.

Ernpl~yr~ent Projections
To project future job growth; a varetyof data sources were
used to identify actual employment numbers for existing
businesses in the Valley. Based` on this data, an average
number of jobs per square foot ofnon-residential uses was
derived; this number projected an employment generation
range of one employee per approximately 550 to 725 square
feet of floor area. Staff then estimated the potential for future
construction orexpansion ofnon-residential development
on vacant and underutilized land in the planning area that
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is developable and designated for employment-generating
uses. Based on this analysis, staff estimated that over 59
million square feet of new commercial, industrial and/
or institutional space could be built within the Valley. (It
should be noted that the actual number may fluctuate
based upon floor areas of new construction). Using the
employment generation factors and the estimated square
footage of new employment=generating uses; stafF developed
a range of estimated employment at build-out of the Land
i7se 1VIaps of the City's General Plan and the' County's Area
Plan: The estimated number of new jobs under build-out of
the City's General Plan and the County's Area Plan'ranges
from 98,322 to 128,850. Added to exlsfiriglobs within the

Valley, the total number of jobs in the planning area is

estimated to range from 217,91'0 to 286,254 at build-out of

the"City's General Plari and the County's Area Plan.'

Projections for C~r~merca~f and lndtastrial'
gev~lopment `
To project future commercial and industrial development,
an ad-hoc task force of staff membersrfrom the City and
County conducted a detailed analysis of tlie`planning area
according to#raffic analysis zones. This task force reviewed
data from multiple sources, including existing geographic
information system (GIS) data layers; existingandproposed
zoning, existing and proposed General and Area Plan land
use designations, property subdivisions, existing develop-
mctit ~atterns> pending development applications; approved
planning entitlements, topographic and environmental
constraints, and other relevant information. the method-
ologyused-by staff to develop these detailed development
projections involved the following steps:

1.' Staffprepared projections for each traffic analysis zone
(TAZ) contained in the traffic model. For purposes of
traffic modeling; a TAZ rs a portion of land within the
`planning aria in'which certain'land uses have been
designated, the development of which is expected to
generate new vehicle trips to serve future development.
Only undeveloped orunder-utilized land is expected
to contain future developmenYYhat wi11'generate new
vehicle trips. Therefore; each TAZ must' lie analyzed to
'determine the percentage of land that s'already fully
built-out, and the amount of land that is available for
new development or rebuilding. There are 455 TAZs
in the planning area's traffic model.
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2. $tallcompared each TAZ with a current aerial photo-
graph and Planning Department records to determine
the amount of developable land in each one. Land was
considered to be developable if it was vacant or under-
utilized,privately owned, appropriately designated and
zoned, and free of major constraints such as ridgelines
and floodways.

3. For undeveloped and under-utilized land within each
TAZ, staff estimated the projected actual build-out
capacity under the draft Land Use Map, considering
historical development trends, parcelization, surround-
ingdevelopment, access, topography, drainage patterns,
infrastructure capacity, and similar site constraints.

4. The result of this analysis :was. anestimated-build-out
capacity:for each TAZ in terms of commercial and
industrxa~ develo~me~t potential (square footage). The
estimated build-,out capacity for the entire,planning
area is 40,$96,590 sgixare feet of of commercial space
and 40,735,960 square,feet of industrial space.

The projections generated from the TAZ analysis represent
staff's best efforts to achieve a realistic vision of actual
commercial and industrial development potential for the
plapnit~g area. In,preparing the One. Valley Qne Vision
commercial and industrial development projections, staff
acknowledged that portions of the planning area _are already
largely developed and that the Area Plan is not based on
a "clean slate" of vacant, undeveloped land. ,Existing uses
and development patterns must be recognized in planning
.for new uses.

.For purposes of a,theoreticaT comparison, the TAZ analysis
could be compared to the "worst case" commercial and
.industrial build-out projections of the Area Plan land use
map. The worst case scenario assumes that all existing uses
are subject to demolition, reconstruction, or intensifica-
tion to achieve the maximum density allowed by the land
use map. For commercial and industrial uses, maximum

density; is established by the: calculation of floor to area
ratios (FARs). ,An FAR is the total floor area. of a building
to the: area of land on which the building is located. The
Area Plan specifies a maximum density of 1.O FAR for the
General Commercial (CG) and Light Industrial (IL) land
use designations and a maximum density of 2.0 FAR for the
Major Commercial (CM) and Industrial Office (IO) land
use designations. Because many areas of the Santa Clarita
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Valley have been developed within the last 20 years that
have useful life-spans of 50 years of longer, staff determined
that it would be unreasonable to assume that all existing
development would be replaced with new development at
the higk~est possible density allowed by the land use map.
For #his reason, the "worst case" scenario under the land
use plan was not used as the basis for commercial and
industrial build-out projections. Instead, the TAZ analysis
described above formed the basis for reasonable build-out
,projections.

fobs/Flousir~g ~aBa~ns
The jobs/housing balance compares the available housing
and available jobs within a community. Currently, over half
of employed Valley residents must travel out.. of the Valley
to work. In 2000, the Valley had ajobs-household ratio of
0.88; as compared to the County-wide ratio of 1.43; jobs
per household.. By 2008, the Valley's .jobs/housing ratio
was estimated to range from 1,3 to 1,5 jobs per household.
Achieving ajobs/housing balance can significantly reduce
.the total number of vehicle trips on the road network and
provide greater quality, of life for residents. Improving the
jobslhousing balance requires planing for the location,
intensity, and nature of jobs and housing in order to encour-
age areduction in vehicle trips and miles traveled, ;and a
corresponding increase in the use of mays tzansit and alter-
native transportation methods such as bicycles, carpools,
and walking. Strategies include locating higher-density
housing near employment centers, promoting infill devel-
opment,promoting transit-a~'iented development, actively
recruiting businesses that wild utilize the local workforce,
developing a robust telecommunications infrastructure
.(including broadband,service to homes and businesses),
developing workforce skills consistent with evolving,local
economies, and providing affordable housing opportunities
within the community.

Using projected estimates of employment and residential

development allowed bythe Land Use.Maps. of the City's
.General Plan;and the .County's Area Plan, it is estimated
that the jobs-housing ratio within the Santa Glarita Valley
will maintain a minimum of 1.5 jobs,per household and
could approach nearly 2;1 depending on development trends.
The. City and. County have identified a; goal of achieving at,
least 1.5 jobs per household, as stated in the policy section
of this Element.



Ec~nemic Deeel~pen~ Efforts
The term economic development as used in the context of
this Land Use Element describes efforts bythe-City and the
County to promote land use planning that enhances the
local economy of the'Santa Clarita Valley, by expanding
job creation, provision of goods and serviEes to both retail
and wholesale' consumers, movement of gods, diversifi-
cation of the economic base, enhancement of land values,
attracfiori of new businesses to the area; and retention
and expansion of existing businesses within the'Valley.
Although successful economic development will benefit
local jurisdictions byenhancing the local tax base; this is
not the primary consideration for these efforts. The City
and County understand that economic vitality is necessary
to ensure the health-and well-being of Valley 7esidents.

In 2U06> the City obtained approval of a State'of California
`' Enterprise Zone designation' as one of 42 designated zones
throughout the State: The Santa Clarita Enterprise'Zone
designation became effective July i, 2007 and will remain in
effect'for 15 years. The designation provides for tax credits
for qualifying businesses that can substantially reduce their

"State income tax obligation.

The City fias formed a Redevelopment Agency,'w th the
City Councl'acting as the'Agency Board of Directors.
The Redevelopment Agency'has designated a Redevelop-
ment Projecf Area and adopted a Redeveloprilent Plan for ̀' .

`this area, which generally includes about 913 acres within
' Downtown Newhall; along Main Street, and south of L"yons
` Avenue. T}ie Agency funded` the preparation of the Down- ̀`
town Newhall Specific`Plzn and is undertaking roadway and.
infrastructure improvements in the-area pursuant fo the
adopted plan. During'the life'of the Redevelopment Plan, ̀
the'Redevelopment Agency expects approximately 1,780
housing units will be either constructed or rehabilitated
within the Redevelopment Area.

The City of Santa Clarita's Economic Development mis-
Sion is to aid` n the economx~ growth of the Santa Clarita
Valley'by fostering and encouraging responsible economic'
development'opportunities that result in: 1) a jobs/housing
"balance established through quality employment opportu-
nit es for residents; 2} an economic base through increased `'

'' sales tax generation; and 3) economic wealEh by attracting
external monies to the local economy.

C~rapt~e 2: L~~d Use Ele~en~

In working towards ajobs/housing'balance, the City and
County have targeted four main industry clustersfor expan-
son inthe Santa Clarifa Valley -Entertainment; Aerospace,
Biomedical, 'and Technology, further described below.

• Entertainments According to a 2005 ̀Labor Base
Analysis compiled by Alfred Gobar and Associates,
approximately 6,600 Santa Clarita residents currently
work in the film industry and approximately 58 percent
of those workers commute out of the'Valley for work.
The Valley is home to offer 20 sound stages that serve
as the ongoing production homefor several'television
shows as well as hosting'temporary filmngfor movies,
commercials, and musicvideos

• Aerospace: With existing employers sucH as Aerospace
Dynamics, IT'T Aerospace Tecfinologres, and HR Tex-
tron,the future is`briglt for aerospace advancement in
the Santa Clarita Valley. Through a partnership with
College` of the'Canyons local aero`space'companies
in the Valley have been able to'train new`and retrain
existing employees. This training partnership has
'produced a collaboration model that is recognized
'statewide for its innovation.

• BomedicaL• Several companies have relocated to the
Santa Clarita Valley since 2000 that specialize in bio-
medicaland life sciences, creating a biomedical cluster
in the Valley'w th companies such as 1V1ann B omedi-
ca1, Advanced Bionics, Specialty Laboratories, Boston
Scientific, BioNess,` Celestis, and more: Many of these
businesses are located in the Mann Biomedical'Park,
located in the Rye Canyon Business Park. The Valley
is now home to' more than' 1,100 biotechnology jobs,
and there are'opportunties for'co~itinued job growth
iri this clean industry to creafe'high paying jobs for
residents' of the' Valley.

`. Technology: A unique feature ofthe Santa Clarifa Val-
ley'sbusiness environment is the locaton'of athriving
business ̀disfrict The` Valencia'Gateway hosts nearly
1;500 companies and 45;000 employees,making tthe
largest and fastest growing center for business, tech-
nology,'andindustry in Los Angeles County. Three of
Southern`California's premier technology companies
merged in 2005 to offer audio; video, and information
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technology services: to businesses, homeowners and
homebuilders, -all: under one;. roof, with the:, creation
of Access Tech, Inc. in Valencia:

In order to reach the goal of enhancing and expanding the
local economic base, the City and County work to attract
and retain, businesses in the retail, restaurant, and enter-
tainment sectors that Santa Clarita Valley residents wish
to patronize, thereby reducing sales tax leakage to other
areas outside the Valley.

To generate economic wealth from external sources, the
City and the County target two primary opportunities:,
location filming and: visitor. attraction: These efforts are
described below:

• The City of Santa Clarita launched its Film Office in
2002 to increase filming in the .Santa Clarita Valley
and to brand;the Valley as one of Los Angeles County's
most filmed and film-friendly azeas. Santa Clarita has
several advantages fox the. film industry, including a
varied landscape;suitable to depict international and
domestic locations as well as being located within
the 30-mile zone of several: studios,and production
;companies. Despite statewide loss of filming to other
states and, countries in recent years, the Santa Clarita
Valley-has been able to increase location filming. In
2007, location filming contributed:over $2Q niillon to
the local economy.;,

In addition.to the touristattractions of Six Flags.Magic
Mountain and Six Flags; Hurricane Harbar theme
parks, the City focuses on visitor attractions through
event tourism. The City sponsors or supports several
special events throughaut,the;year to attract visitors
who positively impact the local economy without
increasing need for .public services. Some of these..
events, include the, AT&T Champzons;Golf Classic,,
the Amgen Tourof California cyclingxace, the Cow-
boy Festival, and adult and youth sport fiournaments.
These events .along with ..the two,:,theme :parks in the
Valley draw more than 3 million business,and tourist
travelers annually to the Valley.
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IX: URBAN CORM, COMMUNITY DESIGN,
AND`CITY BEAUTIFICATION

The-legal basis for all land use regulation isthe police power
_ granted to cities and counties to protect the public health,
safety, and welfare of their residents. Justice William O.
;Douglas, speaking for the Supreme Court on;this matter,
wrote;

The concept of the publicwelfare is broad and inclu-
siye..,the values }t represents are spiritual as well as
physical, aesthetic as well as monetary. ;It is within

the power. of the ~eg~slature to determine that the
community should be beautiful as well as healthy,
,spacious as well as clean,well balanced as well as
carefully patrolled..(Berman a Parker, 348 U. S, at
33) ,

As noted aboge, the .authority._ granted to local planning
,agencies has been interpreted by the Supreme Court as
extending to land use regulation for the.purpose of creating
an attractive, aesthetically pleasing comnnunity,character.
In 2004,-the California Legislature codified tktis authority
by, adopting the following legislation:

The text and diagrams in the Land Use Element that
address.the, location and gxtent of land uses, and the
zoning,ordinances that implement these provisions,

may also express connmunity,intentions regarding
urban form and design. ;These expressions may'

differentiate neighborhoods, districts, .and corri-
dors, provide fora mixture ofland ixses and housing
types within each, and provide;specific measures
for regulating relationships between buildings,. and
between buildings and outdoor public arias, includ-
ing streets. (California Government Code Section

::65302.4)

The City of Santa Clarita has; adopted:the Community Char-
~cter and.Design G.uideli~es:(2009)-,and a Beautification
Master,Plan (2001), which contain design guidelines for.
individual,dev~lopm~nt projects and;far overall:commu-
nity:design. During the One Valley One'Vision planning
effort undertaken by the City and the; County to develop
consistent Plans for the Santa: Clarita Valley; much discus-
sionfocused onthe urban form and design characteristics
.desired throughout the Valley; ..



Urban form refers to the combination of individual elements
in the built environment which together make up the. cities
and neighborhoods in which we live; work, play, and travel:
the houses, schools, parking lots, shopping centers, streets,
parks'busii~ess centers, offices and public buildings which
together create urban places. The idea of urban form can be
considered at varying scales bf development At the largest
scale, the distrib'utiori of land uses and open space within
the Valley can be considered one aspect of urban form.
At the smallest scale, within the context of an individual
development site, urban form can describe the placement of
a Building on a lot, the location of parking'and access, and
the height and massing of thebuilding relative`to-:the street.
Atamintermediate ccale,urban form can describe the physi-
cal relationship`s befween neighborhoods and streets, and
befween re'sid`ential aridmon-residential uses. Urban form
is partly determined`by natural features in the area, such
as rivers, mountains, lakes and forests. Urbatr form also
results from thousands of small, incremental decisions made
overmany years, each decision adding a building, parking
lot, or other feature'to the urban landscape. Sometimes
these'decisioris result iii unintended consequences- that
are'riot recognized until much later.' Urban planners use
terms` such as' density; concentration, centrality, diversity,
mixed use, connectivity, and proximity to define aspects
of urban form.

Community design is a term often used by planners to refer
to th'e overall style and-"look" of a community; based on
predominant architectural 'styles, landscape materials, use
of signs, streetlights and street furniture, and other aspects
of the built environment that convey a visual message
about the community's setting; history, and character. For
example, mountain~communities often encourage nse of
gable- roof designs and architecture f~pical of European
mountain areas; desert communities often emphasize use
of adobe-style'southwestern'mofiifs'; and'California Mis-
sion communities often promote Mission-style buildingsr
Collectively, these elements are referred as the "community
design" of the -area: Eden communities that do not ̀have
specific design themes such as Alpine, Mission, or South-
west; often develop a general design` style based on prevalent
development trends in-the region. Cities that have rio com-
munitydesign standards risk losing a particular community
identity, as corporations and franchises that use standard
building plans tend to construct the same big boxes chain
store`s; and fast food restaurants throughout their service
area. Loss of communit}~ identity has been criticized by
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urban`planners and social critics in recent ̀years, most
notablyin James Howard Kunstler's'book T{ie Geography of
Nowhere, which labels many modern cities as "depressing,
brutal, ugly, unhealthy, and spiritually degrading".

City beautification; as used in fine Cifiy's master` plan, refers
to'the City of Santa Clarita's efforts to enHaiice'publirspaces
such as streets, gateways, public buildings; and plazas with
landscaping, ligHYing, signage and'`otlier'inprovements,
in order to eliminate blight and beautify -the city. Beau-
tification also includes ongoing maintenance of these
improvements.

A summary of how the Area Plari' deals with urban form,
community design, and beautification in the Santa Clarita
Valley is provided below.

Urban Farnn
At a macro scale,`lookirig at"the distribution`of land uses
throughout the Santa Clarity Valley, development has been
shaped by ttie National Forest lands occupying the moun-
tain ranges fo the north, east; and south of Valley commu-
nities> The Land Use Maps for the City's General Plan and
the County's Area Plan have reinforced the concentration
ofrurban land uses within central' portion§ of the Valley
by designating significant'areas of'open space'and rural
residential uses between more developed' areas and the
National Fare'st lands: The intent'of ~~ese`d'esignations
is to maintain urban uses within the flatter portions of
the Valley that have access to infrastructure, roads, and
public facilities, and to minimize encroacliinenf of urban
development'into hillside areas. The overall urban form
has also preserved open space near the Santa'Clara River
throughout most of'the Valley, in order to'protect water
quality and provide scenic .views,' recreational trails, and
habitat preservation.

At the intermediate scale, or neighborhood level of urban
form, the City's General Plan'and the County's Area Plan
provide opportunities in some areas to create more urban
environments with mixed uses, walkable pathways, and
ready access to public transit. Residential' densities and
building heights in these areas have-been increased to
promote additional housing opportunities in proximity to
supportive commercial and public services. In particular,
the areas around-rail commuter stations in Newhall and
Saugus have been designated through Specific Plans with
denser mixed uses to promote transit-oriented development,
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as suggested by SCAG in the Compass 2%Strategy discussed
in Section IV, above. The urban form desired in these areas
is called Transit-Oriented Development (TOD), which is
defined asmoderate- to high-density development located
within an easy walk of a major transit stop, generally with
a mix of residential, employment, and shopping opportu-
nities. TOD encourages walking and transit use without
excluding the automobile. TOD card be new construction
or redevelopment of one or more buildings whose design
and orientation facilitate transit use. Benefits of a well-

designed, vibrant TOD neighborhood include increased
transit ridership and decrease of vehicle trip; provision
of mobility,choices; increased public safety; reduction in
,household income devoted to transportation cost; reduced
air .pollution and energy, consumption; conservation of
resources and open, space; enhanced economic develop-
ment; and increased housing supply. ;

In ordez to promote, TOD, policies have ,been included,in the
urea Plan that encourage supportive dex~sities,.a mix of land
uses, and design characteristics which. may include but are
not limited to, higher residential density, reduced parking
requirements, traffic calming strategies, street patterns with
smaller blocks,and high: connectivity, and architecture that
orients buildings to sidewalks, plazas and paxks, rather than
to parking loXs. Within the planning area, transit-Qriented
develppment is planned in proximity, to the Metroli~k sty- In keeping with the Valley of Villages concept, each neigh-

tions indowntown Newhall, Valencia, and Canyon Country borhood or community within the City may define the com-

(at thepermanent.east-Valley station location). munity characteristics that are considered appropriate for
that area. For example,. residents in Canyon Country have
endorsed rustic and natural building styles with emphasis
on materials. such as ~yood, ,stone, and enhanced paving.
Design standards specific to Sand Canyon- and Placerita
Canyon have been included in the City's Zoning Ordinance,
and will remain in p1aGe. Because of its historical character,
development in Newhall is subject to a Special Standards
District and.the Downtown Newhall Specific Plan standards.
Saugus,,an area that is largely,developed but may experience
rebuilding over time, is,seeking renovation of its oldertom-
mercial areas with more architectural detailing. Valencia,
with the largest commercial and industrial areas in the city,
is also the site. of more modern multi-story development and
contemporary designs. Although Valencia is"nearly built
out, any new development within the remaining industrial

portions of Valencia will be required to:follow the City's
design guidelines.

• The strength or vibrancy of activity centers and down-
#own areas;

• Accessibility of tk~e street network;
Residential density; and

• 'Ilse mix of homes, jobs,. and services at the neighbor-
hoodlevel

In general, areas with vibrant commercial areas, accessible
and walkable street networks, higher,residential densities,
and mixed:uses can,avoid.the::urban.formscharacteristic
of urban sprawl. Sprawl is created; by both, transporta-
tion and land use patterns; tk~erefore, both issues must be
addressed in order to avoid thenegativejeffects of this urban
form.:.Policies. have .been included in both the Land Use
and. Circulation Elements to address this issue.

~on~r~u~i~y Design
According to the City of Santa ~larita's Architectural Design

Guidelines, "no single architectural theme is being pro-
moted, but rather the emphasis is xo promote variety...
Caution should be exercised when considering architectural

.styles that have recently become popular (i.e, 'trendy'),
but lave not yet stood the test of time., In addition, his-
toric styles that cannot be faithfully replicated should be

.avoided:'

At the scale,of site-specific development, the Area Plan
contains policies to encourage the maintenance of neigh-

borhood character in tie various~illages thxgughout the
planning area, and to ensure that each new development
incarporates measures for pedestrian accessibility, multi-
mod~l opportunities, water conservation and quality, energy
..conservation, and otHer simila~.measures.., ,

Throughout all elements and policies of the Area Plan, the
focus has been to, avoid the negative effects of urban sprawl.
Urban sprawl has been described by O,liyer Gillham in The
Limitless City,as "a form of urbanization distinguished by
leapfrog patterns of ,development, cgmmerc~al strips, low
density, separated land.uses, automobile dominance, and a
minimum of public open space:' Urban sprawl is a function
of the, following factors:
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Wifhi~ the Countyportion'of the planning area; the"design
standards for Newhall Ranch are outlined in the adopted
Specific Plan. The Community Standards Districts adopted
by Los Angeles County will'mainYain desired`design char-
acteristics in Agua Dulce, Castaic; and San Francisquito
Canyon.

City ~~autificatian `;
Because the City and' County are working together to pro-
mote'comprelensive planning for the Santa Clarita Valley,'
opportunities exist'for the One Valley One`Vision`effort

' fo identify means of preserving and enhancing the scenic
environment`through acommon approach to streetscape
design and landscaping along arterial streets and'high-
ways and major gateways: In addition, preservation and
enhancement of significant ridgelines, hillsides, and the
Santa Clara River provide opportunities for beautification
efforts' throughout the' Valley:

Streetscapes along Major Arterials
In its~Beautification Plan, the' City has identified a goal of
providirig`laridscaped`riiedianswithin major arterial road-
ways; in order'to provide aesthetic appeal, "control vehicle
circulation, calm traffic; and provide'area for directional
and traffic signs. Specifically, the following. arterials are ̀
identified for landscapemedian enhancement:

• Via Princessa
• Santa Clarta Parkway
• ' Soledad Canyon Road
'• RoadRailroad Avenue

Newhall Ranch Road (Cross-Valley Connector)
Lyons Avenue

• Sierra Highway
Bouquet Canyon"Road

Standardized, drought-tolerant pl"ant palettes along with
decorative concrete are desired in the medians, ~tvhich will
help'to enhance and' unify tle" community. "Policies and
implementation measures have been included in this Ele-'
ment to'promote"coordination between the City and County
on uniform approaches to streetscape design, including
plant materials, hardscape, and street furniture.

`Unified Sign Program and Street Furniture
Another area in which the City and County can coordinate
.beautification efforts is provision of unified signs, especially
for regional trails, trail heads, open space and preserve areas.

~h~ptgr ~:iand Use Elemerst

In addition, consistent street furnfnre such as bus shelters,
benches and trash cans can be used to unify streetscapes
throughout the Valley.

Both'the"City and the County will continue to require new
development to provide utilities underground, in order to
avoid the visual effects of overhead' lines. In addition, the
two agencies may coordinate'on" undergroundirig projects
for major arterials where appropriate:

Preservation of Significant Ridgelines,Hillsides, and Scenic
Resources'
The'Santa Clarita Valley is characterized by numerous
canyons, hills; and mountains. Theplanning`area consists
of a mountainous complex of,sedimentary rock formations,
dissected by long, narrow tributary'valleys of the Santa
Clara River. T1~e Va11ey'floor, which ranges in elevation
£rom 1,000 to 3,000 feet above sea level, is surrounded by
mounfain ranges;. including the San Gabriel; Santa' Susana,
and Sierra Pelona ranges. About'half of the planning`area
consists of larid'on`slo~es of 10 percent or less, with the
remaining area containing steeper slopes.

Both'tfie City and the County have recognized the hillside
areas of tlie'Valley to be important "resources and have
adopted hillside rnanagement`regulatons to restrict devel-
opment on steeper'slopes;' but the cu"r"rent hillside ordi-
narices of the two agencies differ as to both process and
intent. The County's ordinance applies to average slopes
of 25 percent and greater, while the City regulates develop-
ment onareas with' anaverage-cross slope of greaten than 10
percent. The ordinances also vary in terms of development
requirements for hillside areas. While both the City and
the Countiy regulate°density of development based'upon
slope steepness, the`City's ordinance also regulates build-
ingplacement topreserve des gnated'ridgeliries.' Although
County policies do' not prohibit building placement on
ridgelines, tie County has adopted ridgeline development
sta'nd'ards in the Castaic Area Community Standards Dis-
trict'(CSD)'andthe San Francsquto Canyon CSD,'and the
County's hillside ordinance is intended to protect hillsides
from environmental degradation'; preserve public safety
and property; and maintain ̀the natural topography to the
extent possible. The'Gounty figs prepared Hillside Design
Guidelines (1989) to assist developers in preparing•plans
for hillside areas, but these are advisor j~' only.' The County's
hillside ordinance requires no discretionary review for new
development below density thresholds. The City's ordinance
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requires preservation of natural topographic features; des- have .tended to focus more on other aspects: of the urban
ignated ridgelines, maintenance of off-site and on-site views, environment such as zoning regulation, design guidelines,
and;landform grading. provision of infrastructure, and economic development.

:Recently, however,: several, studies have raised: concerns
about the link between health and tl~e urban environment,
_particularly the effects of urban sprawl.: These studies cite
increasing cases of obesity, diabetes, asthma, cancer, depres-
sion, and other ills` that appear, to be related to thelifestyle
in modern urban. areas.' , In .the. book Ur&an Sprawl and
Public Health, the authors ask:

Sensitive treatment of the Valley's prominent hillsides and
ridgelines is considered to be important for several reasons.
These features contribute. to the character of the Valley of
Villages by forming a distinctive backdrop between neigh- ,
;borhood communities.. Theyprovide a scenic open;space
greenbelt around the perimeter of the Valley aid provide
residents with a connection to the natural mountain envi-
ronment. Inaddition, asthe supply of land in level portions
of the.Valley diminishes,: the development pressure for

;;building in hillside areas is:,likely to increase.. Therefore,
itwas considered to be important in:the.One: Valley.One
Visionplanning effort to reach agreement between the City
and the County on a coordinated approach to ridgeline
preservation and hillside protection; and policies have been
added to the Land Use Element to address xhese issues.

Preservation of the Santa Clara. River as an .Ecological Resource
The Santa Clara River traverses the entire Valley and repre-
sents'ajoint opportunity to preserve and plan for the pro-
tection and enhancement of this significant resource. Los
Angeles County has designated over 40,000 acres adjacent
to the Santa,-Clara River as a Significant Ecological Area,
<which encompasses the. surface- and subsurface.: hydrol-
ogy ofthe river from its headwaters to the western county
border. As the last unchannelized river in; Los Angeles
County, the Santa Clara River represents opportunities to .>
support diverse wildlife and vegetation communities. In
some areas of the Valley open space and trails are provided ,
adjacent to the river, and future plans for Newhall Ranch
will;preserve xhe river corridor in that project.: Land use ;
policies have been included.to require that future. planning
in both City and County areas adjacent to the river consider
the scenic and environmental qualities of this resource,
with the goal of creating a continuous greenbelt along the
river;to the extent feasible,

~' 1 ' ~: ~ ~ ~ (~

'Throughout much of the last sixty years, a period that has
seen substantal;growth im: suburban areas, the xelation-
ship between:: city planning and public health has often
received little emphasis in local land use policies. Planners
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What is life Iik~ in the expanding metropolitan,
areas? It is automobile-oriented; many young.
families live in neighborhoods with neither side-
walks nor walkable destinations; It is transient;
most Americans: cannot live in the same cpmmunity
throughouttheir lives and.grgw odd with friends
from school or child-rasing;years. It lacks diyer-
sty in homogeneous,subdivisions, many children
grow up never befriending ar even meeting anybody
from a lower social class or, ,for that natter, from a
wealthier social class. It is restrictive; many young
;people without driving licenses-or.cars,living in
subdivisions without shops, community centers,
and public transportation, are bored and alien-
ated..As we ,age and reach the point where we no
longer should be driving, there are few options such
as walkable town centers with- nearby services and
user-friendly transit, a matter of growing concern to
the baby l~oomer;generation.'

Post-World War II actions :of the federal government that

led to creation of sprawling suburbs around American, cities,
including funding of freeway, construction and provision
of,home mortgage lending,guarantees> were:ntended to
promote.,adequate housing, :jobs,:. and healthy lifestyles.
However, some of the unintended consequences of suburban
development,arebow being recognized:, Increased use,of the
automobile for: commuting between suburban residential
areas and-urban job centers has raised air pollution levels
significantly, leading to rising;rates of respiratory illness
and contributing to climate change. Increased paving over
native vegetation and soil to create streets anti parking lots
has resulted in more stormwater runoff and less infiltration
of surface. water into the :water tables, causing increased

1 See Urban Sprawl and public Mealth: gesic~ninc~, planning, and 9uilding for Meaithy C.om-
munitles, E~y tdoward Frun~kin, i.awrence Frmik, and Richard Jarksan, island Press, Washington,
2004,fpranextensivelaibliuyraphyonthesubjecC
2 0~~. clt., pave xlil,



water pollution and flood control needs. Lengthy com-
mutes by parents to out-of-town jobs takes away valuable
time with their children. Young: people and senioYS' with-
out access to-vehicles become isolated. Increased energy
use for gasoline, aril for heating and'cooling of inefricient
building construction, has increased our dependence on
fossil fuels: 'Sedentary'lifestyles contribute to epidemics
of obesity, diabetes` grid associated diseases: "In addition,
urban environments dominated by'aufomol~ile use are
often unsightly.

According to the U. S Green Building Council; new develop-
ment'can-affect ecosystems in many ways, including land
con"sumption habitat destruction, and increased erosion.
"The impacts of increased impervious surfaces to`stormwater
runoff should be controlled to mimic natural conditions
and protect water quality...Heat from the sun is absorbed by
buildings and paved'surfaces`and is radiated back, increas-
ing temperatures iri surrounding areas. External lighting
systems may cause light' pollution'to the night sky and
interfere with nocturnal ecology."3

New development also affects the environment ba§ed on the
need and options for travel to and from the site. According
to the ̀Federal' Bureau of Transportation Statistics, vehicle
use in the United.. States nearly tripled, from 1'to 2.85 tril-
lion`miles per year; between 1970 and 2002.' Vehicles are
responsiblefor approximately 20 percent of U S. greenhouse
gas emissions annually: Vehicle fuel consumption and emis-
sions contribute to climate change, smog; and particulate
pollution, all of which have negative impacts on human
health. The infrastructure-required to support vehicle
travel'{parking and roadway surfaces, service stations, fuel
distribution networks, etc:)' increases the consumption of
land and nonrenewable resources, alters storm water flow,
and absorbs'heat energy exacerbating heat island effects.

The use of zoning to separate land uses by allocating differ=
ent uses within dift'erent areaswas intended to create more
'orderly and organized cities: In the early years of the 1900's,
zoning was used and suppoftedby the Courts to separate
residences from noxious industrial uses. Iri the-One [ral-
ley One Vision planning effort, the City and County have
addressed the public health issues associated with urban
sprawl and separation of land uses through-the Land Use
Maps and policies found in all of the Elements of the City's

3 U. S. Green Building Coancii, LEED-NC (New Conshuction) Version 2.`I. Reference (';uide,
2006, page 79.
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General Plan and the County's Area Plan; The Land' Use
Maps of the City's'General Plan and'the County's Area Plan

have been designed to limit urban uses' witfiin rural and

hillside areas in order to preserve a greenbelt around the
developed portions of the Sarita Clarita Valley and promote

infill'development tyithinthe urban core areas. Upportuni-
f.~3a

ties to-mix compatible service`uses with residential-uses are
provided within all-rural and ̀urban residential land use
designations; subject to agency review: Commercial land use
designations`will allotyinclusion ofmulti-family residential
uses; where appropriate. Mixed-use"designations Have been
included for transit-oriented urlian areas,'underutilized
commercial corridors, and neighborhood village'areas.
Emphasis has been placed on higher'residential densities
near transit centers to limit=dependence on the automobile
and promote non-moto~'iaed transportation methods, and
policies have been included'to ensure that public health
factors such as walkability are considered in all aspects of
design review for future development projects.

XI. COORDINATION OF LA~ID,USE PLAN
ONITH RESOURCES AND OTHER AGENCIES

In addition to the issues identified in the preceding sections,
State law requires that'a Land Use Element be coordinated
with other agencies to ensure that adequate resources and
support services'will'be provided in the planning area to
support build-out of the designations shown on the'> Land
Use'1vlap. A-summary of how the land use element has
addressed=these issues follows.

~'a~~r Availability
The Castaic Lake Water'Agency (CLWA) was formed in 1962
for the purpose of contracting with the California` Depart-
ment of Water Resources {DW R} Yo provide a supplemental
supply of imported water to the water purveyors in the
Valley. GLWA serves an area of 195 square. miles in Los
Angeles and Ventura Counties, and whalesales'imported
water to local retail water purveyors through an extensive
transmission ppelinesystem. In 2005, the retail water.
purveyors served about 65,800 connections.

The California Urban Water Planning Act requires water
utilities with .more than 3,000 connections to update and
submit an Urban Water Management>Plam (UWMP) every
five years. In 200'5;the Castaic Lake Water Agency (CLWA)
prepared an UWMP that included CLWA and four local
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retail water purveyors that provide retail water service to

customers in the Santa Clarita Valley: CLWA Santa Clarita

Water Division;: Newhall County Water. District; Valencia

Water Company; and Los Angeles County, Waterworks

District No. 36 (whichparticipated euenthough it has fewer

than 3,000 connections). The UWMP was prepared for a

25-year period, from 2005 - 2030. Growth projections for

this planning period were based on the One [alley One
Vision planning_ effort: jointly. undertaken by the City and
County..

Watear, resources available to CLWA and the retail water
purveyors include wholesale (imported) water supplies from
the State Water Project (SWP); local groundwater supplies
from the Alluvium and Saugus Formation aquifers; and
transfers, exchanges, and groundwater banking programs..

_..The use of recycled water is also,an important component of
the districts',water management planning. The UWMP also
details plans for short-term contingencies such as droughts,
earthquakes, or service interruptions.

.The 2005 Urban Water Management Plan adopted for the
Valley's water providers concluded that adequate water
would be available to serve projected growth through year
2030. However, a subsequent 2007 federal court decision to

..protect habitat in the threatened Sacrar~enfio-San Joaquin
Delta curtailed SWP allocations for 200$-09. SWP reduc-
tions may pe experienced in future years if habitat condi-
tions for the. Delta smelt and ether endangered species
are not improved. ~n order to address potential future
reductions of SWP allocations, the local water districts
.are currently working to update the UWMP far the Santa
Clarity Valley..

The districts axe.. also developing additional plans and pro-
grarr~s to ensure long-term water supply for the Valley in
fyture planning periods beyond,yeax 2030. According to
the 2005 UWMP, the districts. are aggressively implement-
ing water audits/repairs, public outreach, conservation
pricing, residential plumbing retrofit, residential,ultra-low
flush toilet replacement, large landscape conservation, and
conservation programs for .commercial, industrial, and
:institutional uses. In addition, the CLWA has explored
opportunities for water exchanges, water banking, and
conjunctive use.: (the coordinated:operation of multiple water
supplies to achieve improved supplyxeliability).
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CLWA has also. developed plans for use of recycled water to
meet long-term water supply needs. Currently, wastewater
from the two water reclamation plants operated. by the
County Sanitation Districts is.treated to tertiary levels and
discharged to the Santa Clara River. Recycled water from
the Valencia reclamation plant has been used for landscape
irrigation (including Westridge Golf Course) and construc-
tion. The Newhall Ranch development is also planning to
construct a water recycling facility, .and water is available
from .oilfield production. By 2030, CLWA projects. that
,17,400 acre-feet per year of recycled water will be available
for landscaping purposes. However, more infrastructure
will be needed in order to deliver this water to end users.

Two major factors that affect water usage are weather and
.water conservation. Historically, the, districts,have found
that when the weather is hot and dry, water usage increases.
During the 1987-1992 drought period, overall water xequire-
mentsdue tothe effects of hot, dry weather were projected to
increase by approximately 10 percent. However, as a result
of extraordinary conservation measures enacted during this
period,:the overall water requirements actually decreased
by more than 10 percent. The greatest opportunity for
conservation is in developing greater efficiency and reduc-
tion inlandscape irrigation, which can represent more than
50 percent of the water demand for residential customers,
depending on lot size and amount of landscaping. The Area
Plan contains policies for conservation of irrigation water
through implementation of drought resistant landscaping
materials and irrigation techniques.

More detailed information about water supply is contained
in the Conservation and Open Space Element,of the Area
Plan.

Schools
Sever public school districts serve the Santa Glarita Valley
,planning aria, listed below:

• William $. Hart Union High School District;
Saugus Union Elementary School District; , .

• Newhall Elementary School District;
• Sulphur $.prings Union Elementary School District;
• Castaic Union School District
• Acton-Agua Dulce Unified School District; and
• Los Angeles Unified School District.



All school districts have been impacted by residential growth
over the last decade,' and all schools" are using temporary
portable classrooms to accommodate ̀student enrollment:
In addition to public schools,' the planning area includes
nine private schools, the Golden Oak Adult School; and
the Learning Post.

In pla'nriing for school capacity needs, school dstricfscon-'
sides two factors: "1) the addition of new d'wellin~; units
withn'their district boundaries; and 2) changes n house-
hold size due to changing demographics, which may' lead
to increased enrollment. Given the existing overcrowding '
of public schools in the planning area; anticipated growth,
and competing land use interests between schools and '`
other public'facilities, opportunities to share resources
are being explored. While some of the districts have`used
year-round academic calendars in this past, none of the dis-
tricts are using multi-track year-round education anymore
for capacity expansion, and ̀it is unlikely to be used in the ̀ `
future within the Santa Clarta Valley, Other methods of
expanding facility space are"being; considered, including
continued use ̀of portable classrooms, use of fi Vo-story
buildings; use of multi-purpose rooms, shared library
faciltiies, jont'use of technological resources; andshared
recreationalfaci~ities: In addition, various funding sources ''
are being explored such as developer impact fees, state bond
proceeds, orlocal bond measures.

In general, an elementary school campus is recommended
to include a minimum of 10 riet'usable acres, middle schools
require 25 acres; and high schools require 35-40 acres. Many

i~f the existing schools in the Valley are below these recom-

mended areas:' Because of the use of portable classrooms,

outdoor play and field area is limited at many schools.

Funding for new school construction is provided by state-

wide bond measures and development impact fees. Fand-

ing to support students generated by new development is

provided through a combination of these revenue sources, ̀'

which may vary based on voter ̀approval'of bond mea-'

sures end State funding availability. 'In addition, districts

may use mitigation agreements reached with developers
to ensure construction of new schools as dwellings are
occupied.

Colleges within the planning area include the following;

~hapte~ 2: Land lls~ E~eo~ent

• College' of the Canyons (C(OC). Part of the Califor-
ria Community College System and fully accredited,
COC offers a variety of two-year degree programs
in academic and technical fields as well as access to
four year and graduate degrees through the Univer-
sty Ceri"ter. The University Center is an innovative
conceptin higher education with a mission to provide
immediate acces'sto upper-division aril graduate level
education opportunities through its affiliation with
partnering universities, -such as the University of La
Verne> Chapman, University, California State Univer-
styBakersfield, California 5tafe Universty:Northridge,
and the University of California Los Angeles: Enroll-
ment inboth COC campus locations for spring; 2008

` was 21,300 students, surpassing Che State's'enrollment

target for 2016: The -̀west campus is located on 158

acres in Valencia and contains 664,623 square feet of ̀

building space,'ncluding a 950'seat tHeater. Recent

'additions to the Valencia campus include three new

buildings, two additions to existing buildings (the

Library and Media Arts building) and one building

'under construction (Studenti Services/Administration,
scheduled For completion in 2011). Iri'addition fo col-
legeclassrooms; COC includes facilities for the William
S. Hart Union High School District's Early College
High School (ECHS),'where students can take both
`high school and collegelevel classes in order'to gradu-
afe witH'both a higkschool diploma arid`an associate's
degree. The ECHS opened with' 85 freshman students
in 2008 and will add anew class each year.

• The College of the Canyons east campus, located on 70
acres in Canyon Country, opened in 2007 with35,000

square feet of instructional space including science labs,

computer labs, library, book store, cla§srooms, and

other facilities. The east carripusserved 3,500'sfudents

and offered more than 300 courses in its first semester.

At build-out; the east campus will se"rve nearly'10,000

atudents'and contain at least seven permarienf'multi-

'storybuildings:

• California Institute of the Arts`(Cal Arts). Cal Arts is

'the Nation's only fully accredited visual and' perform-

ng arts college and has won a national reputation as

the first'art institute to`offer Bachelor's of Fine-Arts
and Master's of Fine Arts degrees in both the visual
and performing arts. Founded through a partnership
between Walt Disney, the Los Angeles Conservatory
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of Music, and the Choinard Art Institute, the campus
is located,an a 60-acre site in Valencia. Cal Arts has a
film and entertainment focus and animation training
program., Emphasis is placed on new and experimental
work, and. students are admitted solely on the basis of
artistic ability.

. The, Master's College is a private liberal arts college
located on over 100 acres. in Placerita Canyon, and
offers 50 Bachelor of Arts and, Bachelor;of Science
degrees. Enrollment is estimated at 1,000 students.
The Master's College is planning a facility expansion ,
on the current campus.

..The challenge to provide additional school facilities,needed
to support new development will be met through on-going
.cooperation between the City, Gounty> and school districts.

Master-planned communities, such as Newhall Ranch,
provide fpr school sites and funding mechanisms in their
Specific Plans. As infill occurs inn other portions of the
planning area, hpwever, it will be necessary to .explore
all options to: alleviate over-crowding: Policies have been
included in the Area Plan to address coordination of land
use planning with school facility planning.,..

Pare
The provision of adequate park space and facilities to serve
.residents is not only required by State planning law,.but is
recognized as necessary to provide for public health and
qualitygflife. Parkland providesrecre~tionalandaesthetic
benefits as well as increased environmental quality, through
maintenance of open space, permeable land area for surface
water infiltration and percolation, trees and vegetation far
habitat, and the, economic benefits of increased property
.values. The Land Use Element is required to consider the .
number, size, and distribution of parklands and facilities to
ensure that these public amenities will be adequate to serve
the ultimate population level at build-out of uses permitted
by the Land Use Map.

Based on a 2003 GI$ inventory, thy, Valley contains. over
14,000 acres of parkland, including both local and regional
parks located within City and County areas; k~owever, much
of this parkland consists of natural open space and is not
developed for active recreational uses. There are four State
Parks located within the ~'lanning Area: Castac Lake Rec-
reation Area, Placerita Canyon State Park, Vasquez Rocks
State Park, and the Santa Glarita Woodlands. In addition,
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recreational facilities. within the Angeles National Forest
and Los Padres National Forest lands within and adjacent
to the planning area are available for public use by Val-
ley residents. ~. more detailed discussion of specific park
locations and acreage is contained in the Conservation and
Open $pace Element.

In addition to, parkland, the Valley contains an integrated
trail system traversing both City ar~d County areas and
available for use by equestrians,hikers> joggers, and cyclists.
Long-term plans call for a continuous trail along the Santa
Clara. River, tQ be completed as right-of-way is acquired.
Schools also provide land and facilities for recreational use
on a limited basis, through joint use agreements.

,.::Developed parkland in the planning area accommodates
a variety of organized. sports, including soccer, baseball,
;tennis, volleyball, basketball, and a skateboard park.. Facili-
ties also include picnic areas and playgrounds. A 58~acre
Sports Complex was constructed by the City within a former
industrial complex in 2002, with an aquatic center added in
2003. Future expansion plans include multi-purpose fields,
a second. gymnasium, the expanded skate park (which was
completed in 2009), and other amenities. The County has
constrncted.a 53-acre sports complexin Castaic. Both the
.City and County operate recreat9onal grograms,at their park
facilities. Passive recreational. areas include, conservancy
land located in Towsley Canypn and the Water Conserva-
tory Garden and Learning Center owed by, the Castaic
Lake Water Agency.

The City has adopted a standard 5 acres of parkland per
1,000 residents, and the Gpunty has.adopted a standard
of 3, acres per 1,000 residents. Based on these standards
aid without considering improvements or distribution of
,dark property, ,it may appear that the planning area has
adequate overall parkland acreage to serve the existing
population: However, much of the land designated for
parks and open space is notaccessible to residents or devel-
oped for recreational use. More parks. are needed to handle
specific recreational activities, such: as ball fields for youth,
in Qrder to better serve the existing population and future
growth. Within the City, there are only abort 1.5 to 2 acres
of developed parkland per x,000 population, and the City
has developed a separate master plan for parks to prioritize
actions needed to expand parkland and services.. Another
issue: for park development is distribution of park facilities,
as many local parks are concentrated within master planned



communities, and outlying areas have access to fewer local
parks: There is a need'for additional regionalparksthrough-
outthe Valley, as both City and County residents are active
park users in this family-oriented community.

It is anticipated that future: dedications of parkland will
be made from new developments. in the planning area as
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In 2008 the City Coancil approved purchase of three par-
cels on Lyons Avenue so that the' City'can move ahead
with plans to build a new public library' in Downtown
Newhall. Along with the new community center; this new
library facility is part of the plan to revitalize`Downtown
Newhall.

development occurs. 'In addition, both the -City and the In 2010, the Santa Clarita City Council voted to take over
County are planriing'for a variety of new parks to ̀serve operations ̀of the libraries located within the City limits
the growing population's recreational-needs. ' starting July 1, 2011.

The City and' County will' confinue to explore joint use
opportunities witih'school districts, utility corridors; and
other service providers and agencies to expand parkland
and recreational facilities, including trails and playfields. It
will'be critical in the future to identify sources of funding '-
andreserve lands for'future parkland'as the planning area
continues to develop, in order to provide adequate parkland
for all residents. More information about park planning is
provided in the Open Space and Conservation Element.

Libra~i~s
The County of Los Angeles operates all`public'libraries in
the planning area, including'the branches in Valencia, Can-
yon Country, Newhall,' Casfaic, at~d`Acton/Agua Dulce. In
addition, a bookmobile serves the commutiity'of VaT Verde
and the Friendly Va1Tey senior community. The County's
system contains over eight million items in its collections
and provides Trite"r-library loan programs with other local
and national libraries. Santa Clarita library branches also
maintain local and regional history collections..

Iii addition to the public libraries, schools' provide library
facilities to their students. Both Cal' Arts and The Mas-
ter's'Colrege provide liliraries' for students, and College of
the Canyons opens their library to both students and the
general pablc:

Based on the County Library's service guidelines, the' area
and number of items witliiri the Santa ̀Clarta branches
are not meeting service level standards. As population
increases based on growth anticipated by the Area'-Plan,
it will be necessary do increase funding to supporf'library
development: "In order to meet the library needs of new
development in the Valley, both the City and County assess
a development impact Fee for'l Mary construction, Other
funding sources include property taxes, bond measures,
and voter-approved special'taxes.

Loc~I Governm~~t 0~f'ites
Local government offices in the planning area include the
Santa Clarita City Hall and Los Angeles County Civic
Center (which includes County administrative offices and
the IVlunicipal' Court), both located in Valencia. The plan-
nirig'area also has 'offices of the County Department of
Children and Family Services, and fhe County Department
of Senior and' Social Services, which' provide services for
child welfare, emergency housing; food, domestcviolence
assistance, and referrals to other agencies. The County
Department of Pu(lic Social Service (DPSS) has an office in
Canyon Country thafprovides services for low-income and
disabled persons; homeless assistance, and aid to families
with dependent children.

Planning issues for government service providers include
providing more accessible service to`ontlying partions of
the planning area, and expansion ofser`vices as the'popula-
tio~ increases over the build-out horizon of the Land Use
Plan. Working together, the City and Countyare exploring
opportunities to maximize efficiency and provide enhanced
public service by co-locating services within a unified civic
center complex, which could include City`Hall,'County
Administrative Offices, ancl'the central Sheriff's Station.

Health Serv6tes
`' Henry Mayo Newhall`Memorial HospTtal,located in Valen-

cia, is the primary acute care hospital serving the planning
area with 230 beds for inpatient care. The hospital has
a 21-bed emergency room and is certified-for pediatrics,
outpatient 'surgery, intensive care, and obstetrics; among
other 'services.

The hospital ̀undertook seismic retrofitting; which'was
completed in 2002: The facility contains a Level 2 regional
trauma unit, one of 13 such centers in the County; as this is
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the only trauma center in the planning area, its maintenance
and continued financial viability xs of critical importance
to Valley residents. The Hospital is planning;for expansion,
along with additional medical office space for outpatient
services, specialized services, doctors ofrices, and hospital
administrative functions.

The Santa Clarita Convalescent Hospital in Newhall is a
99-bed facility specializing in senior care, including physi-
cal therapy and rehabil~ation.~Kaiser Fermanente operates
a facility on Tourney Road that offers family medicine,
internal medicine, obstetrics, ,gynecology, .dermatology,
optometry, endocr~nology> physical .therapy, .and a phar-
macy. Facey Medical Group is the largest medical care
provider, with six facilities throughout the Valley in Canyon
Country, Valencia,: Stevenson. Ranch.. and .Castaic, with
urgent care proq~ded at the. Valencia office. Several other
medical groups provide health care services in the plan-
ning area, including an ofFice of UCLA's Johnson Cancer
Center in Valencia. The closest medical facilities for Valley
military veterans are Wadsworth Hospital Center in West
-Los Angeles and the Sepulveda Ambulatory Hospixal.

Residents inxemote rural portions of the planning,area
generally do not have easy access to health care ser.~ices.
However, the Samuel,Dixon Family Health Center,in Val
Verde provides health care services to residents. in the north-
west portion of the planning area, and the Center also
operates x~obile clinics.-

The provision.. of emergency medical services,is divided
between basiclife support (EMT) and advanced life support
.(paramedic service), and is overseen by the Los Angeles
.County Fire, Department. All fire fighters are gained in
basic EMT, .while paramedic :units provide. advanced life
support. Private ambulance companies provide_ emergency
transportation services.

Mental health treatrne~t is available at the Henry:Mayo
Newhall Memorial Hospital psychiatric. unit, the Child and
Family Center, and through a number of family counseling
and mental health professionals. Services provided by both
private and non-profit organizations also include substance
abuse treatment, pregnancy counseling,-parenting.classes>
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programs for AIDS and other sexually;transmitted diseases,
.and programs for disabled residents and those with special
education needs.

As baby boomers age, the fastest.-growing segment of the
.population is expected to be people in the. age group 50
and, older, generating increased needs for long-term care
and gerontology services. Pximary planning: issues for the
Santa Clarita Valleywill be maintaining the trauma center,
providing more services to outlying areas, and meeting the
health needs of an aging population while maintaining
services to children and young people.

~;
~Cu~tu~~~ Arr~eni~ies
In 1996 the City of Santa Claxita, in cooperation with the
.Arts Alliance (a representative task force of arts community
leaders) undertook an initiative to identify, and address

the.community's cvlturalneeds. In .1997 the cultural task
force began Phase 1 of the Cultural Arts Master Plan, the
first o#',a two-part process, with the objective of assessing
the needs of the arts. community,. determining how arts
organizations can cooperate, and make recommendations
for future cultural arts planning.,

Facilities for performing and,visual arts are located at Cali-
fornia Institute of the Arts, Valencia High School, Hart
Performing Arts Theater, College of the Canyons (COC),
Canyon Theatre Guild, and Repertory East Playhouse in
Newhall: In addition, the City sponsors events with tempo-
xarystages in City parks. However, use of these facilities by
tie general public is limited, and there is a lack of exhibition
space for visual arts display. ,

'The City is the largest individual cultural arts provider, offer-
ing avariety of programs including the Cowboy Festival,

Summer,Concerts in the P,arks,.Street Arts Festival, art
and cultural grant and scholarship programs, and classes
in painting, dance, and the fine arts. Cultural awareness ,
is celebrated annually,through the Season :Qf Diversity
program, which includes.essay and poster contests in coop-
era~ion with local schools. The City also provided funding
for construction of the Performing Arts Center ~t COC,
hereby facilitating joint. use of that facility by the public.
Cultural arts programming occurs throughout the year in

this 47,000 square foot center, including performances by
the Santa Clarita Symphony, COC Theatre, Santa Clarita

Ballet,. Santa Clarita Regional, Theatre,. Santa Clarita;Mas-



ter Chorale, and more. Los Angeles County also sponsors
"cultural events throughout the year, including the' Native
American Festival

There is an active comxriunity of artists, performers, and
musicians in the planning area that contribute tb the cul-
turaPlife of the community. The Santa Clarita Artist§' ̀Asso-
ciation sponsors fine arts exhibits, and the 'Santa Clarita

'' Va1leyFilm Festival highlights the community's importance
in the film industry. ' -

The Cultural Arts Master Plan identified{ the need to provide
cultural arts to all members of the community, create a
local arts agency for better coordination, and expand facili-'

`ties: Community benefits from access to the arts include "

increased educational̀ opportunities, an enriched cultural
life, economic development, and redevelopment in the
Newhall area. There are oppoYtunities to share resources
in the Valley,'such as school au~litori~ims; libraries;'tech-'

nologq centers; and recreational fa'cil'ities for cultural arts

purposes. Fufure'planning for cultural arts expansion in
the Valley`includes'deSelopmerit of an arts district in Old
Town Newhall, as envsionedby fhe'2005 Specific Plan for

that area; the need for more museum space; and expansion

of performance venues; including evaluating the feasibility
of ari outdoor'amphitheater:

The Los Angeles County Department of Public Works has
the responsibility to develop plans and'strateges to manage
and coordinate the solid waste generated in unincorporated
areas and to address the disposal needs of the County as

a whole. With respect to land use planning, solid waste
transfer and disposal sites were reviewed for their potential
impacts on adjacent'uses arid'future residents: Based on

the County's estimates, residents generate aliout 11 pounds
of solid waste per. day:

The Santa Clarita Valley is served primarily by thr"ee' Class '
III (non-hazardous)'landfills: Chiquit`a`Ganyori'Land-'

`fill near Val'Verde; the Antelope Valley`Landfill in'Palm-

dale,-and Sunshine Canyan Landfill`in Sylmar. Class III

landfills receive more than 50,00'0 tons of solid waste per

' year. With ̀approved'expansions, these landfills will have
capacity fig serve"the Va11ey beyond year 2020. However,

`the proposed expansion of the Ch quita Canyon Landfill

has raised concerns'by residents of nearby Val Verde;'who
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a"re often impacted bywind-borne odors and'truck traffic;
compatibility`of landfihs with adjacent development must

continue to be addressed.

Boththe City and County manage programs to reduce waste
generation through diversion programs such'as'recycling

and re-use. Although these efforts will increase the life
expectancy of local landfill"s, they do not eliminatethe need

for new landfill space: In 2000, a"consortium of 78`cities
and Los Angeles County' signed agreements`to purchase
the eagle Mountain Landfill' n Riverside County and the
Mesquite Regional Landfill in Imperial County. The plan

calls for solid'waste to be transported'to these landfills by

'rail. _

Additional facilities are needed for'sorting and'resource
recovery from solid waste, including materials recovery

facilities (MRFs), composting facilities, collection centers

for electronic waste (such as discarded computers and tele-

visions), and recycling facilities. In' addition, the re-use

of construction demolition' debris requires storing and
crushing of old asphalt and concrete'for use as road base,

and sites for these uses are needed. However, siting these

facilities is afteri difricult due to local confroversy'from

neighbors. Planning:issues fgrthe Valley include identify-

ingareas for these uses that are required to support'Valley

businesses and residents.

A previous issue regarding landfill planning, which has

since been resolved, relates to Elsmere Canyon, a canyon

with coastal sage and oak woodlands habitat that provides

awildlife corridor from the Santa Susana Mountains to the

San Gabriel range: Proposed as a site for a landfill in 1989,

a coordinated' citizen effort to preserve Elsmere'Canyon

resulted in eventual withdrawal of the application: ̀ Dur-

' ing the environmental process for this project, thousands

of Valley residents opposed development ofa landfill in

Elsmere Canyon. Public concern ultimately culminated

in legislation in 1996prohi6iting tpeuse ofany land' n the

Angeles National Forest for landfill purposes: In'2007; 400

` acres in Elsrriere'Canyon were donated by the owners to a

conservancy for permanent open space.

Mineral Resources
The planning area contains extensive mineral resources.
Historically, gold mining and oil production have been the
pximary mineral extraction activities in and around the
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Santa Clarity Valley, Other minerals in the area include

construction_ aggregate. (sand .and gravel), t~ianium, tuff,

and rock.

Existing oil and; natural gas fields are primarily located in
the western portion of the Valley, with over 700. wells in
production. In 2003, approximately 3,180.acres were used
for oil,and natural gas extraction in the planning: area.
Aver 800 abanc~onec~ well situ amain in the Manning area,
which maybe subject to re-use or rert;~diat~on,

Sand and gravel resources axe primaxilyconcentrated-along

waterways, including the Santa Clara Bive~, Castaic Creek,

and east of Sand Canyon Road. A significant deposit of

construction-grade aggregate. extends along the Santa Clara

River approximately 15 miles from Agua Dulce Creek in

the east, to the Ventura County line on t$e west. Almost

19,000 acres in the planning area are designated by the State

as Mineral Resource Zone-2, or areas of prime importance

due to known economic mineral deposits.

As of 2003 there were about 525 acres of land used for min-

eral extraction of sand, gravel, and rock. Generally, mining

sites are located in Canyon Country, Agua Dulce, and Mint

Canyon in, the planing area, and in Acton to the north.

A proposed sand and; gravel mining operation in Soledad

Canyon has been controversial. due to concerns about noise,

air pollution, truck traffic, and visual impacts.,

Additional information about mineral resources.is con=

tained in the Conservation and Open Space Element. For

purposes, of the Land Use Element, however,,the issues of

land use compatibilitybetween less intense uses. and extrac-

t on operations must be considered, in order to provide for

adequate separation of these. uses. In addition, significant;.

resource areas shQUld be protected from developmept as.

they provide a needed resource to support the construction

of new homes, businesses, and roads. Finally, the Land Use:

Element must: consider restoration and re-use of mined

areas once mining operations cease.

Finally,,the Land Use Element must consider restoration ,
..and, re-use of mzned azeas once mining operations cease.
.Where restoration to open space is not a practical end use
solution, analternative development program which-con-
tributes to economicdevelopment, jobs-housing balance,
and/or .destination eco-tourism should be encouraged.
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Noise end Flood hazards
A complete discussion.of flood hazards is cpntained in the
Safety Element, and noise is addressed in the Noise Element
of the Area Plan. For purposes of the Land Use Element, it
was necessary to ic~gntify areas within the Valley.that are or

will be subject to flooding ox excessive noise, and to ensure
that the Land Use Map avoided placing uses in these areas
fihat would be detrimentally affected.

In general, sensitive receptors with regard to noise impacts
include residences, hospitais,.schools convalescent care,
and sim~la~.uses. The AXea Flan standard for these uses is

..established with a rating,scale known as Community Noise
Equivalent Levels (CNEL). For land planning :purposes,
sensitive receptors should be set back, away from noise
sources such a~,freeways, or otherwise protected by sound
barzier~ such a~ walls qr earthen berms.

Development in the Valley is required to be protected from
flood hazards by eithez' staying out of areas prone to flood-
ing, or through elevation of l~u ldi~~ pads in certain areas.

Areas prone to flooding are s~o~yn on the Floodplain Map
in the Safety Element. Policies in the Area Plan encourage
.accepted flood control standards for construction.

Agricultural Resources
Agricultural resources of significance to the land use plan=
Wing process are those which have been classified by the
California Department of Conservation (CDC) as impor-

tant to the local oz state agricult,ura~ economy. Agricul-
-tural-lands are classified by soil type, slope, and potential

for flooding and erosion hazard's, with the' most arable
land identified as Class I and Glass II by the iJnited States
Soil Conservation Service. The best soils for agriculture
are deep; generally well drained, ~and~ easily worked. ~ The
western portion of the planning area'contains soils within
the Class I and Class II categories. The remainder of the
planning area contains soils less suitable for agriculture,
ranging from Class III to Class VIIL

Based on soil characteristics and the presence of agricultural

uses, the CDC has designated land suitable for; agriculture
on a,set of maps called the "Zmport~~t Farmland Series".
In order to be identified on the Important Farmland maps,
land must have been farmed within the last four years



prior to mapping. There are five categories of farmland

within the planning area shown on the state farmland
maps, described'below:

• Prime Farmland —land with the best combination of

physical and chemical features able 'to sustain long-

term'pr'oduction`dfagricultural crops, dne to soil`qual-

ity, growing season, and`moisture supply needed to

.produce sustained high yields;

• Farmland of Statewide` Importance =land with

good potential for agricultural production, but with

slightly more gradient or Tess soil fertility than prime ,

farmland;

• "Unique Farmland —land of lesser quality so fused
for production of agricultural crops, including: non-
irrigatedorchards or vineyards;

• Farmland of Local Importance -land used for'agricul~
ture that' s determined by the County Board of Super
visors to'be's~gnificarit to the local economy; and

• Grazing`Land ='lend with native vegetation-that is
suited to the grazing of livestock.

Table L-1: Parm(and designations in the` Planning`A`rea

i•

Prii~~e Farmland 1,17236 ~ 128J0 1,301.Ou
-- ---- --

~ Farmland of li
i Statewide '~~ 178.25 ~0 118.25
~ importance ----
- —

'~ Unique Farmland ~~ 364.11 ~' 2.45 366.56
_______-
Farmland of Local 

130.17 18.42 14859
Importance

"Total Aaeac~e 1,844.98 1149.~~6 ~- -1,994.44

th~p2er 2, tend Use Element

` Canyon. The largest areas of farmland' are located along the
Santa Clara River in the western portion of the planning
area, north and south of State Roixte 126 in the area slated
for development of Newhall Ranch. Designated farmlands
extending along the east side of Interstate 5`along Castaic
Creek, along San "Fraricisquito Canyon,'and near the inter-
settion of Bouquet Can~ori Road ~h&°Vasquez Canyon
Road; are` generally smaller in scale; sorrie are used for
'horse:ranches, 'non-irrigated`croplarid, improved pasture
lands, and vineyards.

The largest category of designated farmland in the planning
area is Grazing Larid, which includes over 61,000 acres

' within~the planning area. Much of this land'ivill`remain
vacant in the'nndeveloped foothills'surrounding the Val-
ley and adjacent to U. S. Forest Service land. Land use
designations'for these areas will be`Rural Land; allowing
low-density development on ̀large lots to maintain the rural
and'open character of designated Grazing Lands.' ̀ '

Law Er~farc~m~nt and F~r~ Pr~~~~tion
A full discussion of law enforcement and fire protection
services is contained in the Safety Eleinent'.'However, the
Land Use Eletnenfiaddresses these issues in order to assure
that new development'allowed by the land use plan will not
be adversely affected by wildland fire or lack of adequate
services. In addition, policies-have been added to the Land
Use Element to ensure' that development'plans for new
structures have incorporated design measures to reduce
the potential for danger from crime and wildland fires.

Fire protection in the'Santa'Clarita Valley is provided by
the Los Angeles County Fire I~eparfinent. There are Il fire
stations with 12 engine companies;`four paramedic squads,
one hazardous material squad; and one ladder truck serving
the planning area. In addition, the U. S: Forest Service has
resporisibilityfor ngn-structure fires in federal forests, and

i. maintains five fire stations in the planning area at Bouquet
Canyon, Oak Flat, 5and.Canyon, and Agua Dulce:

The planning area contains abouf 1;994 acres of land des-
ignated on the State's Farmland Map, of which about 150
acre"s'are located within the City of Santia Clarita. Farmland
acreage is shown on Table L-1:

These designated farmlands occur in scattered locations,
generally on alluvial soils adjacent to the Santa Clara River,
Castaic Creek, San Francisquito Canyon, and Bouquet

According to the Fire Department, the average response
time to emergency calls in the Valley is about five to seven
minutes. However, response distances and times vary
due fo terrain, distance, and the size`of the planning area.
The department's median response' times throughout the
County are' 4:5 minutes in urban areas, 5.8 minutes in
suburban areas, and 8.3 minutes in rural areas.
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The planning area is susceptible to wildlandfires because of

its hilly terrain, dry weather conditions, and native vegeta-
tion. Steep slopes allow for the quick spread of flames during
fires, and pose difficulties for fire suppression due to access
constraints for firefighting equipments. Late summer and
;fall are critical times for wildland fires, as Santa Ana winds
deliver hot, dry desert air into the region. Chaparral and
sage v~getation,allows fires to,spread easily in hillside areas.
The Fire,Department;h~s classified 80 to 90 percent of the
planning area as .a Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone.

planning area. The. Los Angeles County Probation Depart-
ment provides secure detention. for delinquent minors in
juvenile halls and control and rehabilitation programs in
camps; such as Camp Scotk; ,Camp Scudder, and Camp
Francis J: SGObee. These juvenile halls and camps pro-
vide confinement to minors ranging in age from 8 to 18
who await adjudication and disposition of legal matters.

Camps provide treatment, care, custody, and,training for
the rehabilitation of delinquent minors as wards of the
Juvenile Court.

Areas. in the City that .are prone to wiidiand hre include por-

tions o~'Newhall and Canyp~ Country, _areas surrounding Planning issues for law enforcement include expanding

Sand Canyon, portions of Pico Canyon, Placerita Canyon, Sheriff,station facilities and identifying funding sources
Haslet' Canyon, Whites Canyon, Bouquet Canyon, and all fox staffing and operational needs to support the Valley's
areas at the interface between native vegetation with urban growing population.
development, Records indicate that wil~iland; fires occur
almost everyyeax.withlargefiresoccurringfairlyregularly 

XII. LAND USE MAP DESIGNATIONSabout: every rten years. ; This,fixe cycle_ is based upon the
growth of vegetation in fire-prone areas.

The Fire Department operates fire suppression camps and .,
maintains crews used for fire ,protection and suppression
through use of fire cuts, water-dropping helicopters, _and
other equipment. However, the best planning tools for wild-
landfire safety are to protect hillside areas from encroach-
ment bg urban development, to provide adequate fire flow
and fire. access roads in.hillside areas, and to maintain fuel
modification zones between wildland areas and structures
where possible..:

Wixh regard to law enforcement, the planning area is served
by the Lps Angeles County Sheriff's Department's Santa
Clarita Valley Station, which serves over 600,square miles.
Law enforcement within the City is provided by the Sheriff's

Department under contract. Thy Sheriff's station; located
in Val,Qncia; is insufficient to,meet.cur~ent needs. Tlie
Departx}~ent also.operates az storefront.station in Newhall.
New facilities and additional staffing, along with. equipment
and vehicles, will be needed to serve anticipated growth
allowed under the~and use plan. ~7iscussions; ire underway
regarding a new Sheriff Statipn. to be jointly Funded by the
City and County to serve Valley residents.

The Peter J. Pitchess Detention Center (Wayside Honor
Rancho).in Castaic serves the entire County..: -The jail con-
sists ofseveral facilities which together, comprise the largest
jail complex in the County. In addition to these facilities,
three youth camps serving the region are located within the
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'Lhe Land Use Element and accompanying Land Use Map
(provided as, a separate figure) describe and, designate the
,distribution ,of land uses by tyke, location, intensity, and
extentof use.. Designations show land planned for. devel-
opment asresidential, commercial, industrial, open space,
public facilities, and other categories of public and private

.land use. , Prior. to adoption of this Area Plana comprehen-
sive assessment of existing laid uses and their distribution
Fvas conducted using; aerial-photo analysis, field surveys,
and a geographic information: system. Land was evaluated
fqr suitability,of development type and,i~te~sity based on
topography, access, proximity to infrastructure, environ-
menialconstraints, character of surrounding development,
economic viability, and othex criteria. input on future land
use needs was solicited through extensive public participa-
tion at workshops, meetings,,th~ough correspondence and
the City's website.Based on this analysis and input, a Land
Use Map.was;developed.

This Area Plan is unique in that the City of Santa Clarita
and the County of Los Angeles have collaborated on a com-
patib~e system of land use des~gnatio~s that will maintain

consistenry of planning policies throughout the: entire
Sang Clarita Valley. The compatible land use designations
will ensure;that property owners, residents, and developers
throughout the planning area understand the relationship
between the Area Plan and the City of Santa Clarita's Gen-
eral Plan and operate from the same set of guidelines.



L~r~d Use Desi ~atin~ Descriptions'
The following descriptions identify the type, density,'and/ar
intensity of land uses that conform to each of the land use
designations sliown'on th'e Land Use Map. Anynterpreta-
tioriregarding nsesthat ar'enot specifically included in the
following land use designation descriptions shall be made
by the designated authority, pursuanfto applicable zoning
regulations and based on the intent of-each designation, as
set fo'r"th in'fh'is section:

It is important, to note, when reading the Land Use Map
and the descrptions'of eacli'landuse designation, that the
`maximum density or'intensity is not guaranteed 'for any
land use category. 'In determining the most appropriate use
for each property shown on the Land Use Map, consider-
ationwill begiven totopography; availability of roads and
infrastructure; existing development: patterns; potential ̀''
land use conflicts; public health, safety, and welfare; pres-
ence of environmental resources and hazards; and other
site'constraints. Therefore, the upper range°of residential
density and non=residential° use intensity will be granted '
onlywhen thereviewi'ng authority determines that another ̀
applicable Area Plan policies; codes, and requirements can
be met on the`site.

The density designations in the'urban Residential land
use desig'riations are considered "to be net density. and the
density designations in the Rural Land use 'designations

'' are considered to be gross density. 'Inpractice; this means
that the number of dwelling units allowed' within each
development site shall be divided tiythe net or gross'' area
of the property, depending on the designation: Area Plan '

"' density is an indicator'of th'e maximum number of dwelling
units per unit of area; it does not regulate minimum lotsize,'
which is a requirement of the Zoning Ordinance.

The California Legislature has identified secorid'dtNellings
on residential lots as a valuable form of housing (Govern-'
ment"Code Section 65852.150): State law requires that cities
and counties allow second dwelling units on residential
lots' without`imposng onerous requirements that would
"unreasonably restrict these units; except where firid3~gs are
made that second units would result in "specific"'adverse

'impacts on the public health, safety, and welfare" (Section
65852:2). The' County'and City of Santa Clarta have both
adopted ordinances regarding'second units in residential

t9~apt~r 2:.and Use Element

areas, to implement state law; procedures and standards for
.second units'shall be required as set'forth in the applicable
zoning ordinance.

The Area Plan recognizes that there 'are exsfiing utilities
and associated infrastructure,"operating with previous
approvals, located in all land use designations. The County's
ability to regulate or condition these' uses'is limited arid, in
some cases,"preempted by other lead government agencies.
It is expected that these uses will continue; that necessary
operations and maintenancewill continue to'be performed,
that on-site testing will continue #o be necessary, aril that
expansion will occur as demand's increase.

There are several parcels in tHe'unincor~orated Santa Clarita
Valley that contain'an easement for the Los Angeles Aque-
ducts`(Aqueducts) or~tliat are adjacent to an easement for
tke' Aqueducts. At th'e time this'Area Plan was adopted,
those parcels were identified'as:

•''Assessor's Parcel Number (APN) 282T-032-003;
• ̀~A~PN`2581-001-008;
'• APN2581-001=009;'and

APN 2581-001-01'0:

The Aqueducts are a'crucial piece of pubYic'infrastructure
that'must be protected. Therefore; as a matter of Area Plan
policy; any'proposed' development on these parcels that
requires discretionary approval shall be referred to the City
of Los Angeles Department of Water and Power (LADWP)
for review-and comment.' In'addition; appropriate condi-
tions and/or mitigation measures to protect tine Aqueducts
shall be developed'in collaboration with LADWP: "

In~the "titles of the'following land use designation d'escrip-
tions; -the County's Terminology for each designation is
given-first, with the`correspondirig designation in the`Gity's
General Plan sfiown in parenthesis.

RL20 =RuratLand 20 (NU1-Non-Urban-1)
The Rural Land 20`deSignation idenfifies'lands in the plan-
ningarea that are'distinguished by significant enviranmen-
tal features and extreme development constraints. Lands ,
in This designatiomare largely`urideveloped and consist of
rolling hillside areas, steep slopes, and remote mountain
lands with limited access.
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Allowable uses in this designation include single-family
homes at a maximum density of 1 dwelling: unit per 20
acres, agriculture, equestrian uses, private recreation, and
public and institutional facilities serving the local area.
Specific allowable uses and development standards shall be
determined by,the underlying zoning designation.

Density-controlled development (clustering) is permitted
in this designation in accordance With the provisions of
the Zoning, Ordinance,- provided that all residential lots
.meet the minimum lot size requirements of a Community
Standards District, where applicable... Individual, homes
and other structures should be designed in consideration
of topographic and environmental constraints.

RL10 — Rural Land,10.(NU2 -Non-Urban 2)
The Rural Land 10 designation, identifies lands in the plan-
ning area that include .:environmental features, and are
not, appropriate for intense development requiring urban
services.. Lands. in this. category are largely undeveloped
and consist of rolling hillside areas,. slopes, and mountain
lands with limited access.

Allowable uses in this designation include single-family
homes at a maximum density of 1 dwelling,unit per 10
acres, agriculture, equestrian uses, private recreation, and
.public and institutional facilities serving the local area.
Specific allowable uses and development standards shall be
determined by the underlying zoning designation, .,

Density-controlled development (clustering) is permitted
in this designation in accordance with the provisions of
the Zoning Ordinance, provided that,all residential lots
.meet the,minimum lot size requirements of ~ Goxnmunity
Standards District, where applicable. Individual homes
and other structures should be designed inconsideration
of topographic. and environmental constraints.

RL5 —.Rural Land 5 (NU3 -Non-Urban 3)
The Rural Land.S designation..identifies lands in the. plan-
ningarea that include environmental features and are not
appropriate fox intense development requiring urban ser-
vices. Lands in this category are undeveloped-or partially.
:developed and consist of rolling hillside areas with limited
access.
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Allowable uses in this _designation include ,single-family
homes at a_ maximum density of l ,dwelling unit per 5 acres,
agriculture, equestrian uses, private recz~eation, and. public
and institutional facilities serving the local area. Specific
allowable uses and. development standards shall be deter-
mined bythe underlying zoning designation.

Density-.controlled. development.. (clustering} is permitted
in this designation in accordance with the provisions of
the Zoning Ordinance, provided that all residential lots
meet the minimuam lot size requirements of a Community
Standards District, where applicable. Individual homes
and other structures should be designed in consideration
of topographic and environmental constraints.

Rl2 - Rural~land 2 (NU4 -Non-Urban 4)
The Rural Land 2 designation, provides for the maintenance
and expansion of rural communities in the planning. area
that are distinguished by large lot sizes (generally two
acres or grater), agricultural and equestrian us~s> and an
absence o£urban services.

Allowable uses in this designation include single-family
homes at a maximum density of 1 dwelling unit per 2 acres,
agriculture, equestrian uses, private recreation, and public
and institutional facilities serving the local area, Specific
alloyvable uses and,development standards: shall be deter-
mined bythe underlying zoning. designatiop.

Supportive .commercial uses. serving, the local area,. such
as grocery stores, restaurants, personal services, and retail
sale of specialty goods for rural residents, such as feed and
tack stores, maybe allowed in "activity areas" within this
designation without a Plan Amendment, but may require
a zone change and/or other approvals. Such: "activity cen-
ters" must be at least 1 mile from any commercial land use
designation and must not exceed 5 acres in size.

Density-controlled development (clustering) is permitted
in this .designation in accordance. with the ,provisions of
the Zoning Ordinance, provided_that all residential lots
meet the minimum lot size requirements of a Community
Standards District, where,applicable, Individual homes
and other structures should be designed in consideration
of topographic and environmental constraints.



RLT = Ruraltand 1(NUS -Non-Urban 5)
The Rural Land 1 designation provides forthe maintenance
and expansion of rural communities'n the planning area
that are distinguished by large lot sizes (generally one acre or
greater), agricultural and equestrian-uses, and the absence
of urban services.

Allowable uses iri this designation' include single-family
homes at a maximum density of 1 dwelling unit per l ̀acre,
agriculture, eq~iesfr anuses, private'recreatiori, and public
and institutional facttiies serving the local area. Sp`ecifie
allowable uses and development standards shall be deter-
mined'by the ̀underlying zoning designation:'

.Supportive commercial uses serving the local area, such
as grocery stores, restaurants; personal services, and retail
sale of specialty goods for rural residents, such as feed and
tack stores, maybe allowed in "activity areas" ivitlYn this
designation without a`Plan Amendment; but may require
a zone change and/or other approvals. Such "activity cen-
ters" must be at least 1 mile from any commercial land use
designation and must not exceed 5 acres in size.

Density-controlled development (clustering) is permitted
in this designation in aceord'ance with the provisions of
the Zoning Ordinance, provided that all residential lots
meet the rriinimum lot size requirements of a Community
Standards District,'where applicable. Individual' homes
and other structures should be designed in consideration
of topographic and environmental constraints.

H2-Residential 2 (UR1'—Urban Residential 1)'
The ̀Residential 2 designation provides for'- residential
neighborhoods at densities- that require urban services.
Many of these neighborhoods provide a transition between
higher. density, urban developmenf and rural communi-
tiesthroughout the planning area, and this designation is
appropriate in such urban/rural interface areas.

Allowable uses in this designation include single-family
homes and other residential uses at a'max mum iiensity
of 2 dwelling units per 1 acre:' Specific allowable uses and
development standards shall be determined by'tihe underly-
ing zoning designation.

Supportive commercial and institutional uses serving the
local area, such as stores, restaurants, personal services,
limited medical services, and retail sale of specialty goods

Chapter 2: L~~d llse Element

for neighborhood residents, maybe allowed in a proposed
development project within this designation without a
Plan Amendment, but may require a zone change 'and/or
other approvals. "

Density-controlled development (clustering), in accordance
with the provisions of the Zoning Ordinance, is encouraged
on lands wifh significant environmental and/or topographi-
calfeatures or resources, in order to preserve open space for
protection of these natural features'or resources, to provide
recreational amenities; ar to act as' a buffer to surround-
ing'rural communities, provided that all resdenfal lots
meet the minimum lot 'size requirements of a Community
Standards District, where applicable: -

H5 — Residential 5 (UR2 - Urban Residential2)
The Residential 5 designation provides for residential neigh-
borhoodsthat typify much of the planning area. Allowable
uses in th §`designation include single-family homes and
other residential uses at a maximum density of 5 dwelling
units per 1 acre. Specific allowable uses and development
standards shall be determined by tle'underlying zoning
designation.

Supportive commercial and'institutional'uses serving the
local area; such as stores; restarants, personal-services,
limited medical services; and retail sale of specialtygoods
'for'neighliorl ood residents, may be' allowed in a proposed
development'project within this designation without a
Plan Amendment, but may require a zone change and/or
other approvals.

Density-controlled development (clustering), in accordance
with the provisions of'tihe Zoning Ordinance; is encouraged
on lands with significant environmental and/or topographi-
cal features or resodree's, in'order to' preserve open space
for protectidr'of these natural features or resources; or to
provide recreational amenities, provided that all residential
lots meet the minimum lot size requirements of a Com-
munity Standards'District, where applicable.

The Itesidental5 designation has been applied to residential
areas that existed prior fo the effective date of the Area
Plan and are surrounded by Rural Land designations, in
order to recognize these existing areas as conforming to
the Area Plan. However, the Residential 5 designation in
these areas should not be interpreted as setting a precedent
for expanding urban development into adjacent Rural Land
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designations, because these areas are ~►at served,wth ade-
quatelevels ofurban infrastructure to accommodate greater
densities or ntensities,af use. These areas are described
below and shown on Figure L-2.

• Sleepy Valley, a neighborhood in the northeastern
portion of the planning area adjacent to-the Angeles
National Forest, generally located along Sierra, Highway
between Oak Street and Steele Avenue;

. ;.Val Verde,. a community in the. western portion of
the planning area adjacent to Newhall Ranch and the
Valencia Commerce Center, generally located along San
Martinez Road and Chiquito Canyon Road; and

Tract 25965, a subdivision in the. southern portion of
.the.. planning area,adjacent to the; Angeles National
Bo~est, ger~erallylocated at.the intersection of Placerita
Canyon Road and,Running Horse Road..

N18 -Residential 18 (UR4 -Urban Residential, 4).
The Residential 18 designation provides for mixed residen-
tial neighborhoods of detached and attached dwellings.
Allowable uses. in this designation include detached and
attached single-family homes,, duplexes, multiple family
dwellings, and: otherxesidential uses at a maximum density
of 18 dwelling units per 1 acre,. Specific allowable uses and
development standards shall be determined by the underly-
ing zoning designation.

.Supportive commercial and institutional uses serving the
local area, such.as stores, restaurants, personal services,
limited medical services, and retail sale;of specialty goods
for neighborhood residents, may be allowed in a proposed
development project within this designation without, a Plan
Amendment, but may require a zone change and/or other
approvals. Live-work units may. also,be allowed within this
.designation, subject to the requirements of the. underlying
zoning designation.

H30 — Residential 30 (UR5 -Urban Residential 5)
The Residential 30 designation provides for medium to high
density apartment and cpndominium complexes in areas
.easily accessible to transportation, employment, retail, and
.other urban services...Allowable uses<in this designation
include multiple family dwellings at a: minimum density..
of 18 dwelling units,per 1 acre and a.maximum density of
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30 dwelling units, per 1 acre., Specific allowable uses and
development standards shall be determined by the underly-
ing zoning designation.

Supportive commercial and institutional usesserving the
local. area, such as stores, restaurants, personal services,
limited medical services, and retail sale of specialty goods
for neighborhgod residents, maybe allowed in a proposed
development project within this designation w}tout a Plan
Amendment, but nnay require a zone charge and/or, other
approvals. Live-work units may also be allowed within this
designation, subject to the requirements of the underlying
:zoning .designation.

CG -General Commercial (CN— Neighborhood Commercial)
The General Commercial designation provides for -small
neighborhood commercial districts that serve the short-

term needs of residents in the immediate area. Allowable
uses in this designation include supermarkets; drug stores;
restaurants; personal services; repair services; light automo-
tiveservices; day care centers; and other shops and services
for neighborhood residents. Allowable uses shall have a
maxi~nnu~n Flgor Area.Ratio (FAR) of 1.0. specific allow-
able.usesand development standards shall,be determined
by the underlying zoning designation.

Multiple family dwellings. (including live-work units). may
be permitted in.this designation; subject to the requirements
of the; underlying zoning designation, provided that the
approval of multiply family, dwellings in this designation
does not adversely impact job creation or economic develop-
me~t in the planning-area.. Multiple family dwellings,shall
have a, minimum density of 6 dwelling units per 1 acre and
a maximum density of 18 dwelling units per, l acre..

Mixed use developments, zncorpora~ng multiple.. family
dwellings (including live-work units):and commercial uses,
may also be permitted in this ,designation,,subject to the
requirements pf the underlying zoning designation. Mul-
tiple .family dwellings; in mixed use•. developments. shall
have a minimum density of 6.dwelli~g units per 1 acre and
a maximum density of 18 dwelling. units per 1 acre, and
..,commercial uses in mixed use developments shall have a
maximum Floor Area Ratio; (FAR) of 1.0.



CM - Major Commercial`(CR - RegionaFCommercial)
The Major Commercial designation identifies major com-'
mercial districts in-the planning area and' is intended to
promote the development of regional focal points for com-
mercal, entertainment, and°cultural uses serving the gen-
eralpublic and dt~awng from a large market area. Allowable
uses in this designation include regional shopping centers;
retail sale of automobiles arid'recreational vehicles,'furni-
tune; and home improvement goods; theatres and other
`large-scale entertainment uses; corporate offices and finan-
cial institutions; daycare centers; and hotels, restaurants,'
and'other hospitality services.' Allowable uses shall have a
maximum Floor Area Ratio (FAR)'of 2.0. Specific allow-'
..t.,te .,..e...,.,a ,ae„et„~..,e,,, ..,.,.,a..,,a....~...n ~.~ a,,,.~......;~„a

by the underlying'zoning designation.

1Vlultiple family dwellings (including live-work unitsj`may
be permitted in this designation, subject to the requirements
of tfie underlying zoning'designaton, provided that the
approval of multiple family dwellings in this designation
doe§'not adversely impact job creation or economic devel-
opxtient in the planning area:' Multiple' family dwellings
shall fi'ave a minimum density of 18 dwelling units per 1
acre and a riaximum density of 50 dwelling units per 1 acre.

Mixed use developments, incorporating multiple family
dwellings (including live-work units) and comtnercial'uses>
may also be permitted in this designation, ̀subject to the
requirements of the underlying zoning designation:' Mul-
tiplefamily dwellings in mixed use developments sHall have
a'minimum density of 18 dwelling units per 1 acre' and
a maxinum'density of'S0 dwelling units per 1 acre; and
commercial uses in mixed'use developments shall have a
maximum Floor Area Ratio (FAR)'of2.0.

IL —Light industrial (1`=lndustra!)
'11ie Light Industrial designation provides for industrial
districts in areas with adequaEe access, infrastructure, and
services and is intended to accommodate the most nten-
sivetypes of industrial uses allowed in the' planning area.
Allowable uses in"ths designation include storage and
distribution of goods; vehicle storage; contractor's storage
facilities; batch plants; heavy equipment repair and sales;
wholesale sales; heavy vehicle repair; and supportive com-`
mercial uses. Allowable uses shall have a maximum Floor
Area Ratio (FAR) of 1.0. Specific allowable uses and devel-'
opment standards shall be determined by the underlying
zoning designation.

chap#~~ 2: L.a~d Use El~rraent

10 =lndustriaf Office (BP - Business Park)
The Industrial0ffice designation provides formixed employ-
mentdistricts in area's accessible to transportation and vis-
ible from freeways and major-arterials and`is intended to
promote the development ofmaster-planned environments
with a high`quality of design and construction. Allowable
use`s in this designation include offices; medical services;
research and development; light assembly and fabrication;
warehousing and distribution; and supportive commercial
uses. Allowable uses shall have a maximum Floor Area
Ratio (FAR) of 2.0. Specific allowaYile uses and development
standa'rd's' shall be determined by'tle underlying zoning
designation.

P-CS — Community Serving (PI — Public/Institutionaq
The Community Serving designation identifies lands in
the planriing area that are used for various'types of public
and community serving facilities owned and operated by
public agencies, special districts, non-profit organizations,
and other entities. Allowable uses include civic and govern-
mentaloffices; public workyards; public orprivate schools;
libraries; day care centers; hospitals and supporting medical
facilities; museums; fire stations; police stations; airports;
Iandfills;prisons; andairports. Allowable-uses shalhave
a maximum Flor Area Ratio” (FAR) of 0".5. Specific allow-
ableuses; maximum intensitystandards, and"development
standards shall be determined by'the underlying zoning
designation.'"'

P TF —Transportation Facilities (TC— Transportation Corridor)
The"Transportation Facilities designation identifies major
transportation facilities in the'planning area, including
freeways and'railroad lines.

OS-PR—P~rksandRecreation(OS— Open'Space)
The Parks antl'Recreation designation identifies open space
lands in the planning area that are used for public and pri-
vatepants and golf courses. Specific allowable uses; rnaxi-
mumintensity standards, and development standards shall
be determined by the underlying zoning designation.

OS-C -Conservation (05 — Open Spacej
The Conservation' designation identifies open space lands
in the planning area that are preserved as open space or
used for passive recreation: Allowable uses in this designa-
tion include conservancylands; nature preserves; wildlife
habitats; limited agriculture; drainage or slope easements;
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and utility right-af-ways. Specific allowable uses, maximum
intensity standards, and development standards shall be
determined by the ux~,derlying zoning designation.

OS-W —Water (OS —Open Space)
The Water designation. identifies open space lands in the
planning area that are water courses, including lakes, riv-
ers, and creeks.

OS-BLM — Bureau 9f Land Management (QS-BLM — Bureau of
Land Management)
The Bureau of Land Management designation identifies
lands in the planning area owned by the United States
Bureau of Land Management, ,Specific allowable uses, maxi-
mumintensity standards, and development standards shall
be determined by the underlying zoning designation.

OS-CIF -National Forest (OS-NF -National forest)
The National Forest designation identifies lands in the
.planning area within the Angeles and Los Padres National
Forests. For lands owned by the United States Forest Service,
specific allowable uses, maximum intensity standards, and
development standards shall be.determined by th, e underly-
ing zoning designation.

Far privately owned lands within the National Forest (in-
holdngs),allowable uses xn this designation includesingle-
familyhomes. at amaximum density, of 1 dwelling unit per
5 acres, agriculture, equestrian uses, private recreation,..
and public and institutional facilities serving the local
area. Specific allowable uses and development standards
are determined by the underlying zoning designation.
Density-controlled development (clustering) is permitted
in this designation in accordance with the provisions of

...the Zoning Ordinance,, provided that all residential lots
.meet the minimum lot_size requirements of a Go~nmunity
Standards District, where applicable. ;Individual homes
and other structures should be designed in consideration
of topographic and environmental constraints.

SP — Specific Plan (SP — Specific Plan)
The Specific Plan designation indentifies lands in the plan-
ning area that are governed by an adopted Specific Plan...

Specific allowable uses, maximum intensity standards, and
development standards shall be determined by the adopted
Specific Plan.
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In addition to the Land Use Map designation applied to
each,property within the planning area, other.elements in
the. Area Plan. contain maps and descriptions of land that
is subject to special consideration. due to the presence of
significant environmental resources or natural hazards.
These elements should be consulted for information pn any
constraints that may affect the approved density or intensity
of land uses fog any particular parcel of land..

The Safety Element identifies;properties within the plan-
ning area that are subject to the following hazards, that
may affect development: seismic activity, unstable geologic
.and soils conditions, flooding and dam inundation, and
fire hazards.

The Conservation and Open Space Element identifies prop-
ertieswithin the planing are, that may include the follow-
ingresources which may require protection. as part of the

development review pxocess, soils and geological features,
scenic views, aggregate and other mineral resouzces, sensi-
tivebiological species and habitat, water resources, cultural
and historical. resources, and open. space. .

The Noise Element contains information on the locations
of noise generators, and areas within the planning area
that may be subject to nose levels exceeding recommended
thresholds to maintain public health and safety.

The Circulation Element indicates locations of existing
and future transportation facilities that may be needed to
support future development, or that may impact certain
types of development,if not mitigated through site design
or other appropriate requirements.

In making any,land use decision, all applicable,maps, goals
and policies should be reviewed and considered to ensure
conformity with the entirety of the Area Plan.



Based on the<discusson of issues as set forth in fhe back-
ground sections of the Land Use Element, an'd on the pro-
jected'population growth in the Santa Clarifa Valley, the
following needs have been identified'for land use planning
which` are addressed in the goals, policies, and Land Use
Map portions. of this element.

1. Manage growth in the' Santa Clarita Valley to maintain
livability, mobility, sustainability, and prosperity for
all present and future resdenfs:

~ Ensure that the basic needs of residents and businesses

Chapter 2: Lind Use Ele~ae~t

9. ̀ Promote urban form; community design, and city
beautification. strategies that unify and enhance the
Valley, increase quality of life, and provide a dstinc-
tive sense of place.

10. Promote land'use strategies that enhance'public health
and environmental quality.

11. Improve traffic congestion and air quality by pro-
m~tin~ mixed use and transit=oriented development
patterns and by planning for improved trarisiYcenters
and facilities.

12. Provide sufficient land designated for adequate housing
`affordable to all segments of the Valley's population.

are met and that public health,'safety and welfare are 13. Provide for the orderly phasing of infrastructure and
protected through orderly and equitable designations pubic improvements to meet the needs of residents
of land uses throughout the Valley. and businesses as developmerif occurs; and require

new development to provide the services needed to
3. Maintain the q̀ualities that drew residents to the Valley, support growth.

including open space and asmall-town atmosphere,
while accommodating growth at build-out of the plan- 14: Ensure compaf bilitybetween intensive uses, includ-
n`rig area: ing the Chiquita Canyon Landfill and the aggregate

mining sites, and adjacent sensitive land uses.
4. Ensure consistency between' County and' City visions

and plans for the Valley. 15. 'Provide incentives and opportunities to redevelop
aging commercial and industrial areas.

5. Recognizing that the Santa Clarita Valley is a Valley
of Villages, allow diversity within each neighborhood 16: Ensure that growth s'supported by adequate natural

through appropriate land use designations and com- ' resources; and`that anticipated growtfi`wilTnot deplete

munity design guidelines, or degrade these resources to unsustainable levels.

S:''Improve the jolis/housing balance in the Valley, pro- ' 17. 'Ensure that` growth is supported' by adequate com-

mote businesses'that bring higher-paying jobs, and 'munity services, -and work wifh all service providers
provide opportunities for jobs 'closer to all residents '° ` to coordinate land use decisions so as to maintain
of the Valley. `adequate levels of service.

7. Provide a wide range of retail, entertainment, and
cultural opp'orfuriities to serve residentsand`visitors
throughout the planning-area:

8. Retain and enhance an open space greenbelt around
the Valley through designation of uses that discourage
urban sprawl into foothill areas..
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XV. GOALS, OBJECTIVES, AND POLICIES
The goals and policies which apply to land use are:

An interconnected Valley of Villages providing diverse lifestyles,
surrounded by a greenbelt of natural open space.

Objec~i~~ tU-r.t
Maintain an urban form for the Santa Clarita Valley that preserves

an open space greenbelt around the developed portions ofthe

Valley, protects significant resources from development, and

directs growth to urbanized areas served with infrastructure.

• PolicylU-1.1.1: Where appropriate, protect mountains and

foothills surrounding theValleyfloorfromurban develop-

ment by designating these areas as Qpen Space or Rural

Land on the Land Use Map.

• Policy LU-1.1.2: On the Land Use Map, concerttrdte urban

dexelopment within flitter portions. of the Santa Clarita

Valleyfloor in areas with limited environmental constraints

and served with infrastructure.
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• PolicyLU-1.1.7: Preserve and protect important agricultural

resources, including farmland and grazing land, through

designating these areas as Open Space or Rural Land on

the Land Use Map where appropriate.

p~ff'C~'1Ne ~U-7.,~

Maintain the distinctive community character of villages and

neighborhoods throughout the planning area by establishing

uses, densities, and design guidelines. appropriate to the par-

ticulaCneeds and goals of each area, including but not limited

to tl~e. following:

• Policy LU•1,2.1: In Newhall, provide opportunities for new

business and housing by implementing the Downtown

.,Newhall Specific Plan, provide incentives to promote

infill development and J'e-use of underutilized sites, and

continue to plan for the future development of North

Newhall.

• PolicylU-1.2,2: In Valencia, promote business development,

job creation, and expansioq of regional commercial, civic,

cultural, and entertainment uses, to create ~ vbrantTown

Center serving as a,community focal point for the entire

Santa Clarita Valley.

PolicylU-1.1.3: Discourage urban sprawl into rural areas by . Rolicy LU-7,2.3: In Saugus,..promote revitalization of older

limiting non-contiguous, "leap-frog" development outside

of areas designated for urban use.

PolcylU-1.1.4: Preserve community,character by maintain-

ingnatural features that act as natural boundaries between

developed areas, including significant ridgelines, canyons,

rivers anc~ drainage._ courses, riparian areas topographi-

cal features,, habitat. preserves, or other similar features,

where appropriate,

Policy LU-1.1,5: Increase infill development and re-use of

underutilized siteswithin and adjacenttodevelopedurban

areas to achieve maximum benefitfrom existing infrastrue

ture and minimize loss of open space, through redesigna-

tion of vacant sites for higher density and mixed use.

Policy LU-7.7.6: Preserve the rural lifestyle in canyons and

low-density, outlying areas of the Santa Clarita Valley,

through designating these areas as Rural Land on the

Land Use Map where appropriate.

commercial areas; relieve traffic congestion; look for oppor-

tunities to minimize cut-through. traffic; and enhance

streetscapes with landscaping, lighting, benches and

other fixtures.

Pol#cy LU-1:2.4: In Cagyon Country,. promote.. revitaliza-

tionalong Sierra Highway from Soledad Canyon Road to

Vasquez Canyon Road by encouraging retail and service

uses, and enhance on and off ramps along the Antelope

Valley Freeway with landscape amenities and appropri-

ateuses..

Policy LU-1.2.5: In Sand Canyon, ensure compatibility of

development with existing rural, equestrian lots and the

adjacent National Forest land; provide additional recre-

ationaltrail links; minimize impacts to the Santa Clara River

from incompatible development; and maintain commu-

nitycharacter inaccordance with the City's Sand Canyon

Special$tandards District.



Chaptee ~; 6.arrd 11s~ Eleme~~

• Policy LU-1.2.6: In Piacer'ita'Canyon, ensure compatibility PoBcy LU•1r3.11: In Pico Canyon, recognize the historic sig-
of development with existing rural, equestrian lots and nificance of Mentryville in future planning; preserve the
the adjacent National Forest land;`maintan community 'existing rural development pattern; and ensure compat-
character inaccordance with the City's Placerita Canyon ibility of new development with the adjacent Significant
Special Standards District (PCCD); provide an orderlytran- Ecological Area and habitat.

sition between existing rural and low-density residential

uses and proposed new development; and require the Policy LU•1.2.12: In the Fair Oaks community, facilitate loca-
provision ofneeded infrastructure. Support efforts bythe tion of commercial and community services in proximity
City and the Placerita Canyon Property Owners Association to residences to serve local needs.
to work together to amend the PCSSD to provide addi-

tional certaintyand expectations for the developed areas PolicyLU-1:2.1: Encourage use ofthe Specific Plan process
within the PCSSD and to create flexibility and continuity, "` to plan for cohesive, vibrant, pedestrian-oriented com-

subjecttotheprovisionsoutlinecJabove,for undeveloped munities with mixed uses, access to public transit, and
properties within the PCSSD. These changes will include opportunities for living' and working within the same

transitional density provisions and rules and regulations community.

that wil(clearly outline 8evelopment codeswithin Plao-"

erita Canyon. Policy LU-1.2.14: Evaluate development fee schedules on

'an ongoing basis to determine fee incentives to attract

• Policy LU 1.2.7: On the Whittaker-Bermite site, continue to development.

workwifh the property ownerto facilitate master planning, ....................................................................................................................................................

remediation, and the economic're-use of the property `' ~b,~eC~IVeCU 9,3

to'include roadway infrastructure and transit-oriented Plan for density and- intensity of'development-that respects

'development around the Metrolink station. and is reflective of the natural terrain. ~'

• Policy LU-1.2,8: In Castaic, promoteexpansion of neighbor- Policy LU-1.3.1: Encourage subdivision design techniques

hood comme"rcial'uses to serve local residents; address that reflect underlying physical topography or other

traffic congestion; ensure compatibility between highway- "unique physical features of the natural terrain.

oriented commercial uses and nearby residential uses; and

maintain'community character in accordance with the PolicyLU-1:3.2: Substantially retain the integrity and natural

County's Castaic Area Community 5tandardsDistrict. grade elevations of significant natural ridgelines and prom-

inent landformsthat form the Valley's skyline backdrop.

• Policy lU•73.9: In Val Verde, protect the existing rural life-

`styleand small town community characterwhileproviding PolicyLU-1:3.3: Discourage development on rdgelines and

residents with additional access to needed services; ensure lands containing SO% slopes so thatthese areas are main-

compatibilitybetween existing residential areas and the tained as natural open space.

nearby landfill; and maintain community character in

accordance with the County's Castaic-Area Community PolicyLU-1:3.4: Encouragedensitytransferswhereappropri-

Standards District. ate to facilitate development in more suitable locations

while retaining significant natural slopes and areas of

• Policy LU-1.2.10: In Agua Dulce, recognize tfe scenic and environmental sensitivity, provided thaf urban densities

environmental qualities of Vasquez Rocks in future plan- (exceeding one dwelling unit per acre) are not permitted

Wing; protectthe existing rural lifestyle while providing in rural areas.

opportunities to enhance the village center; provide

additional services toresidents; and maintain community

character in accordance with the County's Agua Dulce

Community Standards District.

58

:tx•; n~;~'"•~ ;
t



Eos gngePes County Santa Claeit~ 4tai6ey Rcea Pia

• Policy LU-1.3.5: Encourage flexible siting,and design tech-

niques withinhillside areas in order to preserve steep

slopes or other unique physical features, including density-

controlled development (clustering) in accordance with

the provisions of the Zoning Ordinance,provided tkatall

residential lots meet the minimum lot size requirements

of a CommunityStandards District, where applicable.

• Policy LU-1.3.6: Encourage retention of natural drainage

patterns and the preservation of significant riparian areas,

both of which are commonly located in hillside areas.

►. ~~ ~

A mix of land uses to accommodate growth, supported by

adequate resources and maintaining community assets.

• Policy LU-2.1.5: Identify areas with hazardous conditions

and ensure that uses in or adjacent to, these areas pose

minimal risk to public health or safety.

Objective 11l-2.2
Protect significant community resources from encroachment

by incompatible uses, where feasible and appropriate.

• PolicyLU-2.2.1: Identifyareasofscenicoraestheticvalueto

the community, and minimize the.designation of uses in

these areas that would diminish their aesthetic quality.

• Policy ~U-2,2.2: Identify sites and areas with historical or

cultural value to the cpmmunity, and ensure that uses in

or adjacent to these areas will not impact their historical

integrity.

,. 1 .. .,.. ..... ......... ...... ........

Ob eci'iveCU 2,1 Polfc LU-2.1.3• Consistent with ado ted tans, ensure that
y 

p p
Provide adequate, suitable sites for housing, employment, busi- adequate open space is set aside and.. protected from devel-

ness, shopping, public facilities, public. utility facilities, and opmentthroughoutthe planningarea in ordertoprovide

community services to meet current needs and the anticipated the benefits ofwatershed management, habitat preserva-

needs of future,growth. tion and connectivity, and recreational opportunities.

• Policy LU-2,1.1: On the Land Use Map, designate a balance O6j~CtiveCU 2,3

of land uses in appropriate amounts to meet future com- Increase mixed use development where appropriate to create

munity needs while ensuring that no use designation is , . more livable; neighborhoods, walkable business districts, and

over-represented in a manner that is not economically to reduce vehicle trips, while ensuring land use compatibility,

viable. through. the following policies:

• Policy LU-2.1.2: On the Land Use Map, integrate land use .Policy LU-2.3.1: In a mixed use development, residential

designations in a mannerthatpromotes healthy,walkable densities at the, higher end of the allowed. range should

communities, by providing an appropriate mix of residen- be allowed only if the development incorporates a robust

tial and service uses in proximity to one another. mix ofnon-residential uses.

• Policy LU-2.1.3; Provide a range of land use types and den-,, Policy LU-2.3.2: Either vertical or horizontal. integration of

sities to reflect the special characteristics, lifestyles, and uses shall be allowed in a mixed use development, with

opportunities that differentiate various communities and an emphasis on tying together the uses. with appropriate

villages in the Santa Clarita Valley, including, urban, sub- r pedestrian., linkages.

urban, and rural living environments.

• Policy LU-2.1.4: Adopt a .compatible set of land use des-

ignations between the County and City of Santa Clarita
for land in the Santa Clarita Valley,.to be implemented

through standards and zones applied by each agency to

ensure compatibility with the character of each area and
with the goals of the County's Area Plan and the City's

General Plan.
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• Policy LU-2.3.3: Manufacturing, .processing of goods and

materials, and warehousing shall: not be allowable uses

in a mixed use development, although some light manu-

facturingand warehousing may be appropriate in second
story units.



• PolicyLU-2.3.4: Adequate public spaces and amenities shall

be provided in a mixed use development to support both

commercial and residential uses, including but not lim-

ited to plazas, landscaped walkways, village greens, and

greenbelts.

• PolicylU-2.3.3: Mixed use developments shall be designed

to create apedestrian-scale environment through appro-

priate street and-sidewalk widths; knock {engths, relation-

ship ofbuildings to streets, and use of public spaces.

• Policy LU-2.3.6: Provide parking alternatives in mixed use

developments, including subterranean parking and struo-

tured parking, to lirriit the amount of surface area devoted
to'vehicle storage.

~. ~ ~~ ~i~

Healthy and safe neighborhoods for all residents:

Obje~trv~ LU 3.f
Providefor a diversity of housing types available to`provide safe
and suitable homes for all economic levels, household sizes, age
groups, and special needs groups within the community.

• PolicylU3.1:1: On`tfie Land Use'Map, designate adequate
land for residential use atvarious densities to provide a-mix
of hous+ng opportunities for all segrne~its of the popula-
tion, including attached, .detached, senior, and mixed
use housing types, which'~re consistent with community
character-and meet the region's housing goals.'

• PolicylU-3.1.2: Provide a mix of housing types within neigh-
borhoods that accommodates households with varied
income levels:

• PoBcyLU3.1:3: PromoteopportunitieSforlive-workunitsto
accommodate residents with home-based: businesses.

• Policy LU3:1.4: Promote development of workforce hoes-
ing to meet the needs of those employed in the Santa
' Clarita Valley.

• Policy LU-3.1.5: Promote development of housing that is
affordable to residents, including households with incomes
in the very low, low, and moderate income classifications,

C9rapcer ~: Land Use E~ets~enc

through provision of adequate sites on thetand Use Map,
allowance for density bonuses'and other development
incentives.

• Policy LU-3.1.6: Promote development of housing suitable
to residents with special needs, including but not limited
to senior citizens and persons with' disabilities.`

• ̀ Policy lU-3.1.7: Promote development of housing for stu-
dentsattending local colleges, in consideration of access
to campuses to the extent practicable.

Obj~rtrve Lt1-3.2
Promote walkable neighborhoods that provide safe access to
community services and essential services.

• PoBcyLU•3.2.1: Require provision of adequate walkways in
urban residential neighborhoods that provide safe and
accessible connections to destinations such as schools,
parks, and neighborhood Commercial centers.

• Policy LU-3.2.Z: In planning residential neighborhoods,
include pedestrian linkages, landscaped parkways with

sidewalks, and separated trails for pedestrians and
bicycles:

....... .
06jectivelU-3.3
Ensure that the design of residential neighborhoods consid-

ersand includes measures to reduce impacts from natural or

man-made hazards.

• Policy LU-3.3.1: Identify areas subject to hazards from seis-

mic activity, unstable soils, excessive noise," unhealthful

air quality, or flooding, and avoid designating residential

uses in these areas unless adequately mitig"stied.

• PoBcy 1U-3:3.2: In areas subject to wildland fire danger,

ensure that land uses have adequate setbacks, fuel modi-

fication areas, and emergency access routes.

• 'PolicyL03.3.3: Identify neighborhoods in which uses that

pose a potential hazard to human health and`safety may

beover-concentrated; and address public safety through

use of buffer areas, policies on siting decisions for such

'uses, changing land'use designations, or other means as

deemed appropriate
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• Policy LQ-3.3.4: Evaluate service levels for law enforcement

and fire protection as needed to ensure that. adequate

response times are maintained as new residential devel-

op'ment isoccupied.

• Policy LU3.3,~: Through the development review process,

ensure that all new residential development is provided

with adequate emergency access and that subdivision

and site designs. permit ready access by public safety

personnel

• PolicylU-3.3.6: Ensureadequate street-lighting in all urban

residential neighborhoods, as appropriate.: for each

community. -~

PplicylU-3.4.5: Ensurecompatibflitybetweensinglefamily

and multiple family residential developments through

consideration of building height and massing, architec-

tural treatment, connectivity, privacy, and other design

considerations.

• PolicylU3.4.6: Promote mixed-density residential neighbor-

hoodsthat are consistent with community character, and

avoid over-developrr~ent of high density multiple family

units in any particular location.

• Policy ll!-3.4.7; Minimize the prominence of areas devoted to

automobile parking and access in the design of residential

neighborhoods.

PolicylU-3.3.7: Ensure adequate addressing in all residential

neighborhoods for,emerg~ncy response personnel:

PoliSy LU-3.3,.8: Within multiple family residential proj-

ects,comprised of multiple buildings, ensure that proJ-

ect designs include-crime;prevention meas_yres such as

delineating public and private open space, designs for

defensible space, easy surveillance by residents of all out-

doorand indoor common areas, lack of dead end aisles or

paths, and similar measures..

Objective lU-3.4
Encourage creation of pleasant neighborhoods that provide a
high ,quality of life for residents.

• . PolicyLU-3.4.1: Promote the inclusion of green spaces, neigh-

borhood parks, and other gathering places that allow

neighbors to meet one another and encourage "eyes on
the street" for safety putposes.

• Policy 1U3.4.2: Ensure provision of street trees in urban
residential areas where appropriate, to provide shade,
4omfort, and aesthetic enhancement.

• Policy LU-3.4.3: Provide appropriate levels of code enforce-

ment toensure maintenance of neighborhoods in a clean,

healthy, and, safe condition.,

• PolicyLtt•3.4.4: Within higher density housing developments,

ensure provision of adequate recreational and open space

amenities to ensure a high,quality living environment.
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• PolicyLU-3.4,8: Require architectural desjgn treatment Tong

all sides of new housing to promote continuity of archi-

tecturai scale and rhythm and avoid the appearance of

blank walls (3b0 degree enhancement).

• ,PolicylU3.4.9:Encouragestreetcross-sections,thatlocate

landscaped parkways between, the curb and the side-

walk tocreate avisually pleasing streetscape and provide

pedestrian protection.

~. ~ ~ ~

A diverse and healthy economy.,

Objective LU-4.1
Promote creation of strong regional and local economies.

PolicyLU-4.1.1: Promote expansion and enhancement of the

Valencia Town Center to provide a focal point for cultural,

civic, educational, and shopping activities serving the

entire Santa Clarita Valley..,.,

• Policy LU-4.1.2: Promote creation of village commercial

centers throughout the Santa Clarita Valley to meet the
local and :convenience needs of residents.

• Policy LU-4.1.3: Direct business creation and expansion
for larger companies within and adjacent to existing

and planned business centers and major transportation

corridors..



• PolicyLU-4.1.4: Promote economic opportunityfor all seg-

ments ofthe community,'including small businesses and

new businesses.

• PalicyLU-4.7.5: Provide a clear and consistent planning and

permitting process to encourage new development that

.conforms to the Area Plan;

• Policy LU-4.1.6: Encourage the deve{opment of a range

of child care services and ̀facilities to serve the needs of

working families, inclutling public and private child care

centers,'infant care,'and after-school care, through sup-

portive Toning regulations and permitting procedures.

....................................................................................................................... .................................

Ob~eciive LU-4.1
Promotejob creation, focusing on employment generators in

`the technical and professional sectors. ̀'

• Policy LU-4.2.1: Pursue business attraction and'expansion
programs for clean industries that provide job opportuni-
ties'forlocal residents, particularly in the areas offilm/enter-
tainment,biotechnology, aerospace, and technology.

• PolicylU-4.2.2: Achieve a balanced ratio ofjobs to housing
through business expansion and economic development
programs, with a goaF`of at least 1:5 jobs per. household.

• PalicyLU-4.2.3: Encourage businesses to locate in all eppro-
priateareas ofthe communityto encouragejob creation
in closer proximity to workforce housing.

• Policy lU•4.2.4: Coordinate with local colleges to promote
job training programs'for Santa Clarita Valley residents.

Chapter 2,tand Use Elernent

• Policy LU-4.3.2: Promote business development in Castaic

and VaI Verde to provide`a greater range of goods and
services to area residents:

• Policy lU-4.3.3: Promote revitalization of commercial uses
along Sierra Highway between Soledad Canyon Road and
Vasquez Canyon Road, to encourage businesses serving
the'Canyon Country neighborhoods and support services

for the College of'the Canyons east campus.

• Policy LU-4.3.4: Promote business development that

"upgrades and revitalizes older' commercial corridors,
includingLyons Avenue, Railroad Avenue, Newhall Avenue,
Main Street, and Soledad Canyon Road, fn a manner that

reflects each area's character, architecture, and history.

• PolicyLU•4:3.5: Support efforts bythe Cityof Santa Clarita to
coordinate with property owners and environmental agen-

cies, and provide assistance as appropriate, to promote
clean-up and redevelopment of'the Whittaker Bermite

property as a business a'nd employr»ent center.

• Policy LU-4.3.6: Support efforts by the City of Santa Clarita

to coordinate with property owners and°environmental

agencies, and provide assistance as appropriate, to pro-
moteclean-upand remediation ofoil fields west of State

Route 14.

• Pollcy LU-4.3.7: Promote revitalization and reuse'of the

older industrial areas east of the railroad, adjacent to the

intersection of §pringbrook and Drayton Avenues and in

the Honky area adjacent to the Santa Clara River.

~36f ertive LU-4.4
• Policy'LU-4.2.5: Promote development of uses that create Expand infrastructure to attract and sustain new business.

job opportunities for residents through the Santa Clarita
Enterprise Zone and other business assistance programs, ' •° PolicyLU-4,4.1: Promote extension of state of the art commu-

asappropriate. " ' ° nication facilities to serve commercial and industrial areas,

`:.:::.:. ..:...'.: ..:.::... ..:.:... ..:::.:. `:......' .................. including fiber optic cable, telecommunication facilities,
O6jeefivelU-4.3 and othertechnologyas deemwiappropriate.

Enhance older commercial and industrial areas.

• PolicylU-4.4.2: Improve flood control`facilities along Sierra

• PolicylU~4.3:7: Promote redevelopment in OldTown Newhall Highway north of Soledad Canyon Road to allow increased

through":construction of public irriprovements pursuant `use of this corridor for business and employmentuses.

to the Downtown Newhall Specific Plan and future area

planning efforts. PolicytU-4:4.3: Evaluate the feasibility of connecting busi-

ness activity centers throughout the Santa Clarita Valley

with light rail, to provide increased mobility and access
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forcustomers and employees between the Valencia Town

Center, Whittaker Bermite property, Newhall, Valencia

Industrial Center, Magic Mountain and Entrada, Newhall

Ranch, and other areas as deemed appropriate.

• Policy LU 4.4.4: Protect and enhance public utility facilities

as necessary,to maintain,the safety; reliability, integrity,

:and security of.essential public service systems for,all

Valley residents.

Objer~ive LU-4.S
~nsure;creation of attractive and technology-friendly business

environments to attract tenants and employees.

• PolicyLU-4.5.1: Promote inclusion of employee amenities in

the workplace, including but not limited to outdoor seat-

ing,andbreak areas, child care services, we~~ness facilities,

• Po11cyLU-5.1.21 Require connectivity between walkways and

bikeways serving neighborhoods and nearby commercial

,areas, schools, parks, and. other supporting services and

facilities..

• PolicylU-5.1.3: Ensure that adequate bus turnouts, served by

walkways and comfortable, safe, and convenient waiting

facilities, are provided for Sransit users within residential,

shopping, and business developments.

O6IeeCive LU-S.2
.Coordinate land use.designations..with support services and

public transit in order to encourage uehiclexrip reduction.

• Po11cyLU-5.2,1: Designate higher-density;residential uses

in areas served by public transit and a full range of sup-

port services.

and facilities for bicycle commuters, including bikelockers

and showers, where appropriate.

• Policy LU-4.5,2; Encourage. the provision of usable open

space.that is aSCessible to employees and visitors, and

discourage the provision of large areas ofwater-consuming

landscaping that are not usable or accessible..

• Policy LU-4.5.3: Promote the inclusion of state-of-the-art
technologywithin business complexesfortelecommunica-
tions,heating and cooling, water and energy conservation,

and other similar design features.

• Policy LU 4.5.4: Encourage the provision of support ser-

vices for.. employees. within business park areas, such

as,dining,and personal services where appropriate, to

reduce vehicletripsand promote pedestrian-friendly work

environments..

~a~ ~u^~_ ~v~nr

Enhanced mobilitythrough alternativetranspprtation choices
and land use patterns.

........................................................................................................................................

O6jet~~v~ LU-S.l
.Provide:#or alternative travel modes linking neighborhoods,
commercial districts, and job centers.

• Poltcy LU-5.1.1: Require safe, secure, clearly-delineated,

adequately-illuminated walkways and bicycle facilities
in all commercial and business centers.
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Policy LU-5.2.2: Provide for location ofneighborhood com-

mereial usesinproximity tothe neighborhoods they serve,

to encourage cycling and walking to local stores.

Policy LU-5.2.3: Promote location of non-polluting busi-

nessesproviding employment opportunities in proximity

to neighborhoods, to encourage walking to work. .

• Policy LU-5.2.4: Encourage transit-oriented development

(TOD) Xhrough designation of land uses that allow com-

pact, mixed-use development in proximityto rail stations

and multi-modal-:transit facilities, in conformance with

applicable policies.

• ,PollcyiU,5.2.5: Encoueagethe mix of compatible uses in

areas where, though not served by rail or,transit, mixed

uses will achieve more walkable: neighborhoods and trip

reduction, in conformance with applicable policies.

Goal lU 6. Co~nn~uiifi A `earance'

A scenicand;beautiful.urban environment that builds on the

community's history and natural setting.,.

Qbjecty~ tCt-6.1
Maintain the natural, beauty of the Santa Clarity Valley's hill-

sides, significant ridgelines, canyons, oak woodlands, rivers

and streams.



PoUry LU-6.1.1: Designate ridgelines throughout the plan-

ningarea, andpreservethese ridgelinesfromdevelopment

by encouraging a mnimum'distance for grading and

development from these ridgelines of 50 feet, or more if

determined preferable by the reviewing authority based

on site Conditions.

PolicytU-6.1.2; On the hand Use'Map; designate publicly

owned portions of the Santa Clara Rivertorrdor and its

major tributaries as Open Space.

• PolicylU-6.1.3: Ensurethat newdevelopment irrhillside areas

is designed to protect the scenic`backdrop of foothills

and canyons enjoyed by Santa Clarita Valley communi-

fes,through requiring compatible hillside management

techniques that-'may include but are not limited to den-

sity-controlled development (clustering) subject to the

limitations in Policy LU-1.3.5; contouring and landform

grading; revegetation witfi native plants] limited site dis-

Chapter 2:iasad Use E~e~aent

PolicylU=613.3: Enhance major entrance points to the com-

munity,including onand off ramps from Interstate 5 and

State Route 14; entrances along State Route 726; and at the

northern and southern entrance points on Sierra Highway,

where feasible and appropriate.

Policy LU-6.3.4: Require undergrounding of utility lines for

new development where feasible, and plan #̀or under-

grounding ofexisting utility lines in'conjunetion with street

improvement projects where economically feasible.

• Policy LU=b.3:5: Restrict the establishment of billboards

within the planning area.

Obj~ctPV~ 1U-6:4
Protect the Santa'Clarica Valley's significanthistoricaland cul-

tural resources in'a scenic setting through appropriate land
use designations.

turbance avoidance of tall retaining and build-up walls; Policy LU-6.4.1: Maintain the historic buildings in Newhall,
use of stepped pads; end other techniques as deemed including the William Hart Regional Park buildings, the
appropriate. -Tom Mix cottages at Heritage Junction, the American The-

atiertheMelod Ranch and variousothercommercialand........ ........ ......... ........ ....... ......... .......... y ,
Objeci~ive tU-6.2 residential'structures designated ̀as local historic resources,
Provide attractive public and open spaces in places visited by through implementation of preservation measures in the
residents and visitors, where feasible and appropriate. Downtown NewhallSpecificPlan. - `

• 'PolicyLU-6:2.1: Promofethe inclusion of plazas,'courtyards, ̀ ' PolicylU=6♦4:2:'Enhance tfie area around historic Lang Sta-
seatingareas, public art; and ̀similar features within com- tion by requiring a Specific Plan for redevelopment of
mercial'centers, business parks,"and civic facilities visited this area.
by the general public,

• Policy ~U-632c " Proeide and enhance traiF heads where
appropriate with landscaping, seating, trash'receptacles
and information kiosks: "'

Objerrive LU-6.3
Beautify streetscapes and gateways to the community.

• PolicyLU-6:3:1: Promote planting ofstreettreesthroughout
urban areas in the5anta ClariCa Valley.

• Policy lU-6.3.2: Develop compatible landscape plans for
major arterials traversing the Santa Clarify Valley; includ-
ing landscaped medians and parkways, and implement
these-plans in both County and City of Santa Clarity areas;
where feasible and appropriate based on right of way and
other conditions.

• PolicyLU•6:4.3: Maintain cultural resourcesfrom pre-histor-

icalNative Amereanhabitation and historical settlement

in'the areas around Vasquez Rotks, Elsmere Canyon, and
along the Santa Clara River, through designation ofthese
areas as Open Space on the Land Use Map..

• Policy LU-6.4.4: Maintain the historic site of Mentryville

by designating the site as Open Space on the Land Use
Map.

PolicyLU-6.4.5: Maintain the historic area of the Rancho San

Francisco Estancia through implpmenfation ofpreserva-
tion measures in the Newhall Ranch Specific'Plan;
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• Policy LU-6.4.6: Through the; environmental review and

,development review processes, evaluate impacts on his-
toricand cultural sites from proposed development and
require appropriate mitigation.

• PolicylU-7.1.3: Encourage development ofenergy-efficient

buildings, and discourage construction of new buildings
for which energy efficiency cannot be demonstrated.

PolirylU-7.1.4: Support theestablishmeniof.energy-efficient
Obj~e~'iVeCCf-6.5 _ , industries in the Santa Clarita Valley.

Promote high quality development that enhances the urban .......:.. ... ..... .. ............... .. ........ ......:...,: ...........
environment and builds long-term value. ObjetftV~ LC/-T.2

Ensure an adequate water supply to meet the demands of
• Policy LU-6.5.1: Require use of high quality, durable, and

natural-appearing building materials, pursuant to the

ordinances developed through the County's Green Build-
ing Program.

• Policy LU-6.5,2: Encourage the use of designs and architeo-
tural styles that incorporate classic and timeless architeo-

tural features. ,

growth.

• PolicylU-7.2.1: Monitor growth, and coordinate ~tvith,water

districts as needed to ensure that long-range needs for

potable and reclaimed water will be met.

• PolicyLU-7.2.2: If water supplies are reduced from protected

levels due to drought, emergency, or other unanticipated

k I' d h
Policy LU-6.5.3: Require architectural enhancement and
articulation on ail sides of buildings (360 degree archi-

tecture),with special consideration at building. entrances
and corners, and along facades adjacent tomajor arterial

streets. _

Policy W-6.5.4: Evaluate new development in consideration
of its context, to ensure that buildings create, a coherent
living environment, a cohesive urban fabric, and contrib-
ute to a, sense of place consistent with the, surrounding

neighborhoods,

Goal lli~~'~t..~nvironmentall Res~`~n~s9b1~ p~vielopment_;

Environmentally responsible development through site;plan-
ning, building design, waste reduction, and responsible stew-
ardship of resources.

~Q~}~etive lfd 71.~ ,
Achieve greater energy efficiency in building and site design.

PolicyLU-7.7.1: Require shade trees within parking lots and

adjacent to;buildings to reduce. the heat. island effect,
in consideration of Fire Department fuel modification

restrictions.

Policy LU-7.1.2: Promote the use of solar panels and renew-

able energy sources in all projects;
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events, to e appropriate,steps to unit, re uce, or of erwise
modifygrowth permitted bytheArea Plan inconsuitation

with water districts to ensure adequate long-term supply
for existing businesses and residents.

• Policy LU-7.2.3: Require that alt new development propos-

alsdemonstrate asufficient and sustainable water supply

prior to approval

(1&j~rti~~ ZU 73
Protect surface anc~ ground water quality through, design of

development sites and, drainage improvements.

• Policy LU-7.3.1: Promote the use of permeable paving mate-

rials to allow infiltration of surface ,water intothe water

table.

PolicylU-7.3.2: Maintainstormwaterrunoffonsite,bydirect-

ingdrainage into rain gardens, natural landscaped swales,

rain barrels, permeable areas and use of drainage areas as
design elements, where feasible and reasonable.

• PolicyLU-7.3.3: Seek methods,to decrease impermeable site
area where reasonable and. feasible, in order to reduce

stormwater runoff and increase groundwater infiltra-

t~on, including,use of shared parking and other means
as.appropriate.

• PolicyLU-7.3.4: Implement best management practices for
erosion control throughout the construction and devel-

opmentprocess.



• PolicyLU=7.3.5: Limit developmentwithnflood-prone areas

to minimize down-stream impacfs`

• Policy LU-7.3.6: Support emerging methods and technolo-

giesfor the on-site capture, treatment, and infiltration of

stormwater and greywater, and amendthe County Code

to allow these methods and technologies when they are

proven to be safe and feasible.

Chapter 2: Lind Use ~lem~r~t

•' Policy'LU-7:6.3: Protect wildlife corridors through site
'design and appropriate land use designations,'including
`mapped corridors and other corridors that maybe identi-
fied through biological surveys: ̀

• PoUcy LU 7.6.4: Encourage site designs that protect oak
trees, Hillsides, and biological resources through creative
solutions.

Objective tt~-7,4 Objec~iue ~U-7.7
Promote water conservation through building and site '' Protect significant rnineral resources, natural gas storagefacili-

tlesign: ties, and petroleum extraction facilities from encroachment by

incompatible uses.

PolicyLU-7.4.1: Requiretlieuseofdroughttolerantlandscap-

ing, native California plant materials, and evapotranspira- '' PolicylU-7:7.7: Maintain a suitable distance and/or provide

tion (smart) irrigation systems. '` buffering to separate aggregate mining and processing
_ _ f b .d ~ d, h . hactivities rom near y rest entia uses an of er uses wit

• PolicyLU 7.4:2: Requirethe use of low-flowfixtures in all non- sensitive receptors to noise and airborne emissions.

` residential development and residential development with ̀

five or more dwelling units, whic{i`may include but are not

limited to water conserving shower heads, toilets, water-

lessurinals and motion-sensorfaucets,and encourage use

'of such fixturesin building'retrofits asappropriate.

Objertiv~tU-7.~'
Promote waste reduction through. site and building design.

• Poliey lU•7.5.1: Ensure that all new development provides

adequate space'for recycling receptacles and bins on

site.

• Policy LU-7.5.`2: Promote the use of recycled building

materials.

06jective LU`7.6
Protect natural habitats throughsite design where reasonable

and feasible. 
,_.

• PolicylU-7.6.1: Limit outdoorlightinglevelstotheminimum

needed for safety and security, and 'encourage lower light-

'inglevels when businessesare closed.

•' PolicyLU-7:6.2: Preserve'habitatconnectivityinsiteplanning

where feasible, and discourage the creation of open space

islands surrounded by paving.

• Policy LU-7.7.2: Avoid designating land uses'in areas with

significant mineral resources or utility facilities"that would

preclade the future extraction and use'of thosefesources

and facilities.

• `Policy LU-7.7.3: Encourage the operators of existing surface

mines to consider an end use site restoration plan that will

result inland use conversions to aide in implementing the

jobs-housing`balancepolicies, economicvitalitygoalsand

policies, and which will reinforce the image of the Santa

Clarita Valley as an eco,conscious community.;.
..........................................................................................

Objective LU-78
Protect significant woodlantls, heritage oak trees, and other

biological"resources from the impact"s of development.`

• ,PolicyLU-7.8.1: Adopt and implement policies for protection

of oak woodlands and oak trees throughout the plan-

ning area that are compatible'with City of Santa Clarita

policies.

• Policy'LU=7.8.2: ProtectaltdesignatedSignificantEcological

Areas (SEA'S) from' incompatible development:
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'' ~ ~

Equitable and convenient access to social, cultural, educational,

civic, medical, and recreational facilities and opportunities for

all residents.

Ob/ettav~ Ltl ~.1
Work with service providers to plan for adequate community
facilities and services to meet the needs of present and future
residents.

• Policy LU-8.1.1: Coordinate plans for new residential devel-
opmentwith affected school districts to ensure adequate
mitigation of impacts on school facilities; provision of
facilities and programs to promote academic excellence for
Santa Clarita:Valley students; coordinatipn on joint use of
facilities and transportation;. and long-range, planning.

• PolicyLU-8.1.2: Implement a master plan far trails through-
outthe Santa Clarita Valley to serve-all residents.

• Policy LU-8.1.3: Implement a master plan. for parks,. with
.special focus on, provision of additional. piayfields for
youth sports in locations accessible to underserved
neighborhoods.

• PolicyLU-8.1.4: Ensure that an adequate and diverse supply
of,~hild care facilities and services is available_to parents
who live and/or work in the Santa Clarita Valley, by pro-
moting child care facilities in commercial and residential
areas, subject to the provisions of the County Zoning
Ordinance.

z Po1lcy,lU-8.1.5: Coordinate with the Los An~el~s County
Library System to assist in expanding library services as
needed to meet the needs of the community.

~:,
• PoHcy LU-8.1.6: Coordinate with the Arts Alliance and other

similar entities to promote access to cultural events and
facilities for all residents.

• PolicyLU-8.7.7: Workwithmedicals,erviceproviderstofacili-
tate preservation and enhancement of health services,
including the Santa Clarita Valley's trauma center, provided
applications are in conformance with applicable Area Plan
policies and environmental requirements.
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PolicyLU-8.1.8: Work with social service agencies providing
assistance to, homeless persons to develop and maintain
a suitable shelter in the Santa Clarita Valley.

Poi~cy LU-$.7.9: Assist.. persons and households with tem-
poraryhousing needs by promoting transitional housing
facilities forvictims of domestic violence in multiple family
residential land use designations, subjectto the provisions
of the County Zoning Ordinance.

Policy LU 8.1.10: Coordinate with agencies that,provide ser-
vices toseniors and the elderly to expand senior facilities,
which may include a new senior center.

Policy LU-8.1.11: Work with existing utilities, agencies and
renewable energy,companies to remove barriers to renew-
at~le energy production.

Policy LU-8.1.12: The City, County and the school districts
shall cooperate to identify appropriate land to construct
new school facilities throughout the planning area. Annual
information and update meetings between the planning
agencies and the districts are encouraged.

.Policy LU-8.1.13: In meeting state, law. for mitigation, there

.may be times when additional resources are required
in order for the district to fully prpvide necessary ser-
vices. Accordingly, Developers are encouraged to reach
full mitigation agreements with the appropriate school
districts.impactedbytheirproposedproject. Mitigation
may include, but might not be limited to, .modifications
to existing school sites,

PolicyLU-8.1J4: Developers of nfill projects shall be aware of
the potential cumulative effect that these smaller projects
have on schools. Pre and post construction, infill projects
shall. be monitored to evaluate student generation rates.

Policy LU-8.1.15: Proposed school sites shall be sufficiently
sized, pre-identified and on California Department of
Education and. Department,of Toxic Substances Control
approyable land, Further site design considerations shall

include appropriate, pedestrian and bicycle access.



O6/er~ive tU-B.
Ensure equal access to community services and facilities by

all residents.

Chapter 2: Land Use ~8es~ent

• Policy LU-9.1.4: Develop and'apply compatible standards

within County and City of Santa Clarita areas for design

and maintenance of utility infrastructure, inconsideration

of the character of each community.

• PoBcyLU-8.2.1: In making locational;decisionsforsiting new

community facilities, consider ease of access for all users Policy LU•9.1.5: Work with the Los Angeles County Sher-

(vehicular, pedestrian, a'nd transit): iff's Department to expand law enforcement facilities

fo-meet the needs of the Santa'~larita'VaHey's growing

• Policy LU-8.2.2: Identify neig{iborhoods that are under- population.

served by public facilities and community services, and

plan for equitable'distribution of these facilities. PolicyLU-9.1.6: Coordinate with appropriate agencies and

.... `... ......::. `' ................. organizations to ensure that landfill expansion needs

Objeti'i~eLU-~3 '' ' ̀ ' " are met while minimizing adverse impacts to Valley

Promote equitable development and utilization of land. residents.

• PolicyLU-8.3.1:'Requirefairandequitabletreatmentin •'PolicyLU-9.1J:Provdeforlocationofadditionalwastetrans-

considering, adopting, implerr►enting, and' enforcing fer stations and other facilities to promote retycling and

development regulations and policies, including but not reuse of materials within Industrial designations on the

`limited to providing equal opportunity for'public input land Use Map; subject to the provisions of the County

and cons tlering impacts from developmentapprovals Zoning Ordinance:

on all segments of the 
population:. - :

_ ......................................._........................................

Obj~rt~v~ CU-9.3
~ • + Coordination of County and City of Santa Clarita sewer master

'planning and sewer mitigation to support future development

Adequate public facilities and services; provided in a timely and avoid fiscal impacts to local government or the existing

manner and in appropriate locations to serve existing and community.

future residents and businesses.

.... '. ...... .....:' :..... , ' PolieylU-9:2.7: Ensure thafthe cost of extending"new sewer

ObjertiveLU-9~ `' infrastructure isfully borne by the development that is

Coordinate landuse'planning with provision ofadequate public' served and is not passed'on to the existing community.

services and facilities to support development: ' `
• PolicyLU-9.21: Require that all new development mitigates

• Policy LU-9.7.1: Ensure construction of ;adequate infra- its impact on existing sewer capacity by upgrading facili-

structure #o meet the need's of new development prior ties when warranted or payment ofa fee to allow construc-

tooccupancy. tion of new facilities when needed:

• PoliiyLU=9.1.2: Coordinate review of development projects Policy LU-9.2.3: Develop a common County/City of Santa

with other agencies and special districts providing utilities Clarita ca''pacity-based threshold to determine when new

and other services: developmentwill berequired toconstruct upsized down-

stream sewer facilities.

• Policy LU-9.1.3: Protect major utilify transmission corridors,

pumping`stations, reservoirs, booster stations, and other PolicyLU•9.2.4: Facilitate the efficieht construction of sewer

similarfacilities from"encroachment by incompatible uses, infrastructure by sizing facilities to accommodate antici-

whileallowing non-intrusive uses such as plant nurseries, gated future sewer flows within the sewershed.

greenbelts and recreational trails.
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Policy LU-9.2.5: Cooperate with the development commu-
nity to allow reimbursement for the cost of constructed
sewer facilities with a capacity that exceeds what would
be required to mitigate a project's own sewer impact.

PolicyLU-9.2.6: Coordinate to ensure that new development

projects have agreed to mitigate both County and City of

Santa Clarita sewer impacts prior to project approval.

The County of Los Angeles will implement the. goals, objec-
tives and policies of the Land Use Element of the Santa
Clarita Valley Area Plan through the following actions.

Action 1: Revise the County Zoning Ordinance and
Map, including Community Standards Districts, as
deemed necessary to ensure consistency with the Land
Use Map and the goals and policies of the Land Use
Element.

• Action 2: Through the review process for new discre-
tionary development applications, require all new
development to be consistent with the Land Use Map
and the goals and policies of the Land Use Element.

• Action 3: Implement policies and guidelines for hillside
development and ridgeline protection within the Santa
Clarita Valley that are compatible with City of Santa
Clarita policies and guidelines.

• Action 4: Implement guidelines for streetscape beau-
tification, enhancement of Santa Clarita Valley gate-
ways, enhancement of regional trail facilities, transit
benches and shelters, and other similar features that
are compatible with City of Santa Clarita guidelines
and will create a distinctive community identity for
the Santa Clarita Valley.

• Action 5: Implement policies for protection of oak wood-
lands and significant trees throughout the planning
area that are compatible with City of Santa Clarita
policies.
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Actiorr6; Coordinate review of major development
projects, such as Specific Plans and projects that may
have regional impacts, with the City of Santa Clarita
in order to ensure consistency of such projects with
the mutual objectives of the Area Plan and the City
General Plan.

Action 7: Coordinate review of any proposed Area
Plan Amendments that may have regional effects with
the City of Santa Clarita to ensure compliance with
the mutual objectives of the Area Plan and the City
General Plan.
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The Santa Clarity Valley's circulation system provides-vital
connections linking neighborhoods, services, and employ-
mentcenters throughontthe community and the region. A
comprehensive transportation network of roadways, multi-
use trails and bike paths, bus transit, and commuter rail
provides mobility options to Valley residents and businesses.
Planning for the ultimate location and capacity of circula-
tion improvements: will also enhance economic strength
and quality of life in the Valley.

The Circulation Element plans for the continued develop-
ment of efficient, cost-effective and comprehensive trans-
portation systems that are consistent with regional plans,
local needs, and the Valley's community character. The
Circulation Element complernerits and supports the Land
Use Element, insofar as a cohesive landuse pattern cannot
be achieved without adequate circulation. The Circulation
Element identifies and promotes a variety of techniques
fob improving mobility that go beyond'planning'for con-
struction of new streets and highways: These. techniques
include development of alternative travel modes and sup-
portfacilities; increased efficiency and capacity of existing
systems through management strategies; and coordina-
ton of land use planning with transportation planning
by promoting concentrated, mixed-use development near
transit facilities.

;~1 C'~, ~

The California Government Code describes conditions and
data that must be researched, analyzed, and discussed in
a Circulation Blement. Section fi530~Fb) states that. the
General Plan shall include the general location and extent
ofexisting and proposed'-major thoroughfares, transporta-
tion routes, terminals and other local public utilities and
facilities. The City and County are also required to coor-
dinate the Circulation Element provisions with regional
transportation plans,'as set forth in Government Code
Sections 65103(f) and 65080.' Regional plans affecting the
Santa Clarity Valley include those of the California Depart-
ment of Transportation (Caltrans); the Regional Mobility
Plan prepared by the Southern California Association
of Governments (SCAG); the Los Angeles 1Vletropolitan

IRCULATION LEMENT
Transportation Authority's (MTA or Metro) Congestion

Management Program and bikeway strategic plan; Santa
Clarita Transit's Transpartation Development Plan; and Los
Angeles County'sAirport Lynd Use Plan. The Cit•culation
Element has been developed in conformance with these
regional transportation programs.

The proposed street and highway network is based on

projected development pezmitted Uy the Land Use Ele-

ment. Policies have been included reyuiring coordination
of land use and circulation planning in order to reduce

vehicle trips by mixing land uses, locating higher densities
within proximity of public transit, and providing greater

access and connectivity for non-motorized travel modes.
~n addition, implementation of the Circulation Elemexrt
will assist the City and County inachieving-their land use
goals for job creation, because the economic viability of

new commercial and industrial development throughout
the Valley will be improved with better access.

The Circulation Element is also consistent with other ele-

ments ofthe General Plan-.and Area Platt. Projected noise
levels as contained in the Noise Element are Based upon

traffic volumes estimated for the CirculationBlement. By

planning for asmooth-flowing transportaton'system, the

potential of shorter trip lengths, and alternative travel

modes, the Circulation Element encourages reduction of

vehicle emissions as envisioned by the Conservation and
Open Space Element. Trails and bikeways are addressed in

the Circulation Element as well as in'tlie Conservation and
'Open Space Element. Policies to`ensure that-the circula-
ton system is safe, such as provision bf emergency access

and maintenance of evacuation routes, are consistent'with

provisions of the Safety Element. Finally, the provision

of any adequate circulation system to support residential

development is consistent with the Housing Element.

TAe Circulation Element has been developed based on

analysis of existing conditions in the Valley; futuie devel-
opment in both City and County areas; and'anticipated
growth. A variety of data were used to quantify and char-
acterize existing and future projected traffic volumes and
conditions .along roadway links and at key- intersection§.
A traffic model was developed to distribute and' analyze
projected trips based on developrnent'projections:' Based
on this information, recommendations were formulated
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for the roadway designations shown on the Circulation
Map, and for goals, policies and programs included in the
Circulation, Element.

1, ~ i 1';
r ~ ~ r ,

To provide greafer clarity on circulation issues, and needs
affecting the:street and highway system; several key terms
are discussed in,this section.

Access ~~d ~i~bility
The Valley's system of streets and highways consists of
a range of transportation facilities that serve two basic
functions for motorists: mobility, and lend access. +Mob l-
ity means providing the facilities for motorists to travel
between points of activity, and access meanspxoviding for
entrance: and egress to a particular laid parcel or develop-
ment site at -the final destination.:. A.circulation network
is .composed of facilities that emphasize the mobility or
access functions. to different degrees, For example, freeways
provide:limited access but good mobility between access
points, while local rieighborhoQd streets provide access to
every residence but a low degree of mobility, dueto slow
speeds and frequentstops. The streets and highways in the
Valley have been classified.as-follow; based on differing
degrees of mobility and access:

• Freeways. Freeways provide.. mobility with very> lim-
ited access. Generally, federal guidelines call for at
least one mile of separation :between freeway access
'ramps. Within the Santa Glarita"Valley, Interstate 5
(I-S, or the Golden State Freeway) anc~ State Route 14
(SR-1~, or the Antelope Valley.Freeway) are:classified
as freeways; both are under the jurisdiction of Caltrans
for maintenance and traffic control.

• Expressways. 'Expressways refer to State routes. that
provide a high degree of mobility and limited 'access,
but do not meet:the design: standards: for freeways.
Access to expressways can be either by grade separated
crossings or b~ at-grade intecsections,.and state guide-
lnescall for at least one mile of separation between sig-
nalizedintersections. Within the planning area, State

..Route 126 west of I-5 is classified;as an expressway:
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. Arterial streets (Highways): Arterials provide a high
degree of mobility as major traffic carrierswith access
to collectors and soimelocal streets. Theseroadw~ys
are referred to as Highways;in the County Highway
Plan, a component of the Countywide General Plan,
and in the Gity of Santa Claritia General Plan. Arteri-

als are typically the widest streets in-terms of right-
of-way. and pavement width,. and they. generally have
the highest speed limits. Arterials. may be further
classified as major or secondary; based on their width
and capacity.

• .Gollectar streets. Collectors connectbcalstrcets with
arterials and also provide access to adjacentland uses,
thus balancing mobility with access. While a collector
street is not as wide as an arterial, it is aften wider than
local streets in terms of right-of-:way and lane width.

• Local streets: ,Local streets are intended to provide
access-to adjacentland uses. exclusively, and. are not
designed or intended to carry through-traffic or allow
for high speeds. ~'ypically, residential streets within
neighborhoods are designed as local streets.

Roadway systems are .designed with different :types of
streets to balance mobility and ;access needs in an effi-
cient manner. The different functions,ofvarioussoadways
require ;specific methods of;analysis and designr because
:each street type musfi meet different traffic capacity. and
access requirements. While it might be considered desir-
able to pro~ideboth access and mobility on:all roadways;
most residents would not like their local neighborhood
streets to be designed to carry large volumes of through
traffic. Conversely, congestion problems occur when a
street designed to provide rnobilitg is expected to provide
for access as well. Local streets typically'requ re numerous
driveways to move vehicles off the street and onto adjacent

.:properties. When too many access points are provided on
a street intended formobility, friction and conflicts occur
between those vehicles needing access and other vehicles
using the facility far mobility.: Therefore, the designa-
tion ofstreets for different uses has both a functional and
economic value>-and mustbe considered in developing a
viable circulation plan.



Capacity and Cdnn~ctiuity
In evaluating and planning for a functional circulation
system, both capacity ̀and connectivity must' also be con-
sidered Capacity refers to the ability of the'street system,
including roadways and intersections; to adequately-serve
the traffic demand. It is a measure'of how well the mobil-
ty needs of the=Valley are met. Connectivity is defined
as a measure of how well various parts: of the: Valley are.
linked, and how easy it is to move between different parts
of the Valley. <

A poorly connected transportation system can make even
nearby destinations functionally far apart: Conversely, a
'well connected system can ease travel between destina-
tions by shoftening on-the-ground distances. The street
arrangementwiththe greatest connectivity is a grid pattern,
which provides`many-intersections and mates. Subdivision
patterns that contain numerous cul-de-sacs and looped
streets provide low connectivity; increasing dependence on
the automobile to reach destinations'that rnayberelatively
nearby "as the crow flies:' One of ̀the: defining features of
urban sprawl is lack of connectivity, which requires more
driving time to reach destinations.

Within the Santa Clarity Valley; connectivity of the street
network is interrupted by topographic constraints, nclud-
ingrollingterrain, canyons, and-the Santa Clara River. In
addition; the prevalent subdivision pattern, comprised of
local cul-de-sac streets with limited connectivity, acts to
funnel-a11-traffic onto collector and arterial streets; As a
result, .regional traffi°e is concentrated on a limited.num-
ber of arterial streets: Projects' such as completion of the
Cross-Valley Connector; the Via Princessa gap closure; and.
plans to create a new north-south connection through the.
center of the Valley (Santa Clarity Parkway), are examples
of projeets-intended to increase connectivity.

The capacity'of a roadway is affected by several factors,
including-the street's width; the number of cross streets,
the amount of green time given to the street at eaahsignal
(signal-timing); the presence or'absence of on=street park-
ing,'the number of turn lanes at-each intersection; and the
number of driveway. Intersection capacity depends on the
lane configuration, meaning the number of through lanes
and turn lanes, their width and alignment, and the signal
timing. Daily capacity analysis is a general measure of a
street's ability to carry traffic; this indicator is typically used
to identify roadways which are nearing or exceeding their
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capacity, and`which should- be the subject-of further peak
hour analysis. TrafTic operations are usuallydescribed by
a roadway's or intersection's level of service during peak
trafric hours.

Planners and traffic engineers are faced with competing
demands when designing street patterns. In order to
increase traffic flow and reduce congestion, they need to
increase roadway capacity and limit access; _however; in
order do increase connectivity and public safety; they need
to slow trafficdown to allow for turn movements, bikeways,
and pedestrian crossings. The design solutions to these
challenges are complex, but many potential problems can
be solved by creatingmxed~use communitiesthat provide
alternative travel modes befween Homes, employment,
schools, shopping, and services:

Level of Service
The level of'service{LOSj designation of a roadway or inter-
sectionindicates whether the capacity is adequate to handle
the volume of traffic using the' facility. The LOS provided
by street segments and intersections are dependent upon
traffic volumes,-;number of lanes, whether the roadway is
divided; the number ofaccesspoints-(driveways and cross
streets) along the roadway, and the lane configuration at
intersections: 'LOS is a term'used to describe prevailing
.conditions and,their effect on-traffic: - It is a qualitative
measure which describes operational conditionswithin'a
traffic stream, generally in terms of such factors as travel
speed,-travel time; traffic interruptions; freedom to maneu-
ver safety, driving comfort; and convenience: The-LOS is
represented alphabetically, with; LOS A representing the
least'irnpacted roadway,. and LOSE°representing a roadway
operating at the maximum capacity. LOS F represents
'long queues of traffic and'unstable flows, and is generally
considered to be unsatisfactory{see Table G-1):

Although LOS is an important factor in .transportation
planning, it is not the only or even the most- important
criterion used in all cases. Depending on the' area being
planned; other factors maybe considered as having prior-
ityover expedited movement of vehicles. For example, in
pedestrian-oriented'commercial areas, high=speedvehicle
movements could be detrimental to tfie desired character
of development; and traffic-calming measures maybe used
to slow'vehicle speeds. Ih all portions of the planning area,
traffic LOS must be weighed against other community pri-
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C-1: Level of Service Standards for Urban Streets:_

LOS °A" describes primarily fi~ee-flow operations at average travel speeds, usually about 90 percent of the Free Flow
A Speed (FFS) for the given street class, Vehicles are completely unimpeded in their ability to maneuver within the

traffic stream. Control delay at signalized intersecCions is normal.

LOS "B°describes reasonably unim~ecled operations at average travel speeds, usually about 70:percent of the FFS for
B the street class. Vehicles are completely unimpeded in their ability to maneuver with the traffic stream. Control delay

at signalized intersections is minimal.

LOS "C" describes stahie operations; however, ability to maneuver and change lanes in midblock locations maybe
C more restricted that at LOS °B,"and longer queues, adverse signal coordination, or both may contribute to lower

average travel speeds of about 50 percent of the FFS for the street class.

LOS "D" borders on a range in which small inueases in flow may cause substantial increases in delay acid decreases
D in travel speed. LOS "D" may be due to adverse signal progression, inappropriate signal ti m iny, high Volumes, or a

combination of these factors. Average travel speeds are about 40 percent of FFS.

LOS °E" is characterized by significant delays and average Gravel speeds of 33 percent or less of the FFS Such
E operations are caused by a combination of adverse progression, high signal density, high volumes, exCensive delays

at critical intersections, and inappropriate signal timing.

LOS ''F" is characterized by urban street flow at'extremely low speeds, typically one-third to one-fourth of the
F FFS. Intersection congestion.. is likely ~t critical signalized locations, with high delays, high volumes, and extensive

orities such as quality of life and environmental resource
protection, in order to, achieve a balanced approach to
transportation and land use planning.

Peak dour ar~d Ave~ag~ pai9y Traffic V~~um~s
Average Daily Traffic (ADT) is a measurement of the aver-

age number of vehicles that travel a segment of roadway
during a 24-hour perigd. The ADT is a useful benchmark

for determining roadway capacities, and is typically used
for long-range planning analysis. Peak hour informa-
tion, which,is, the highest volume. of traffic. to pass over

a road in a one-hour period, allows for a more detailed
method of,evaluating traffic conditions alongxoadways and

intersections, and is used whenever operational analysis
is required.;

Inte~secti~n Capacity
The LOS along urban streets is typically dependenton t,~e
quality of traffic flow at the intersections along that roadway.
Usuallybottlenecks and delays start at intersections rather
than on the roadwaybetween them. The LOS at intersec-
tions is based on factors such as delay time or volume to
capacity ratios, with specific methods of analysis utilized
for signalized and unsignalized intersections.
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Air pu~f ~y end ~a~`~ty Issues
In addition to vehicular moblity.and access .issues, the
Circulation Element addresses broader issues of public
health and safety as they relate to the circulation network.
The greatest source of air pollutants in'the Valley is gen-
erated from transportation (mobile sources). Because
of its geographical location and meteorological condi-
tions,the Santa,Clarita Valley;records some of the highest
ozone readings in the. South Coast Air Basin. ,Although
ozone concentrations are. generated largely from pollutants
transported, from outside the Valley,: focally-generated
air pollutants axe also an issue for Valley residents due
to increased automobile tra1~1c associated with growth.
Localized carbon monoxide concentrations are found at
congested intersections, especially in winter. Concentra-
tions of fine airborne particulates also result from locally
generated emissions, such as increased truck traffic.

I,and,use patterns and the density of development directly
.affect the amount of air pollution that is generated: from
mobile sources within a community. Land uses that are
segregated increase. the number of motor vehicle trips and
associated air pollutant emissions, because it is inconve-
nient orimpossible towalk orbicycle between destinations
or public transit is not.available. Communities.in which
the ratio of jobs to housing units is not balanced result in
additional.vehicle mllestraveled bycommuters who must
drive to employment centers.. When communities are



designed to mix residential with commercial, business, and
employment uses, the trip length and frequency of motor
vehicle;use can be reduced. Goals and policies included the
Land Use, Conservation, and Circulation Elemenfis have
:been- coordinated to address the: related issues. of traf~'ic,
land use patterns, and air quality:

A recent book on the impacts of urban sprawl. highlights.
the enormous toll that automobile accidents andpedestrian
fatalities take on public health, stating that ̀9utorinobl~s
claim more than 40;0001ives each year in the United"States.
Automobile crashes are. the leading cause of death among;
people from one year to 24 years old, cause about3.4 million
nonfatal injuries each.year, and cost an estimated $200 bit-
lion annually."' Designing a roadway system that protects
public safety is of paramount importance, and this. issue is
addressed in the goals and policies of the CirculationEle-
ment 'The issue of safety for bicyclists' and pedestrians is
also a primary concern for developing a healthy and safe
circulation system for the Valley, and the maps and policies
of the Circulation Element have been prepared to address
safe pedestrian routes and bikeways.

~'U. CONGESTION MANAGEMENT

The Gorigestio~ Management Program (CMP)"was enacted
by "the California Legislature in 1989 ̀to improve traffic
congestion in'urban areas. The program became effective
with tlie'passage of'Proposit on 111 in 1990; which also
increased th`e State gas'tax. Funds generated by Proposition
111 are available to cities aril counties for regional road
improvements, provided these agencies are in compliance
with CIVIP requirements. The intent of the legislation was
to link'transportation;'land nse and a equality decisions
by addressing the impact of local growth on the regional
transportation"system. 'State statute'requires that a' CMP
be developed, adopted, and updated biennially for every
county that includes an urbanized area, wAich shall include
'every city aril ̀county'government within' that county.
Tlierefore,`the City of`Santa'Clarita aid County of Los
Angeles must comply with CIVIP requirements in developing
a circulation plan for the Santa Clarita Valley.

Under the legislation regional agencies are designated
within each county to prepare and administer the CMP for
agencies within'that county:' Each local planning agency
included in the'CMP has the following responsibilities:'
i Frumkin,Hnward,t.awrencefrank,Richardlacksnn, UrbnnS}tirardundpublteWeatth:pestgnYiry,
Yfur~nir~y and BuiJ<ling for Nevltby Cbrnmuriities. Washintun, Island Preis, 20G5, parye ilp.
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• Assisting in monitoring the roadways 'designated
within the CMP system;

• Adopting and implementing a trip'reduction and travel

demand ordinance;

. Analyzing the impacts of local land use decision§ on
the regional transportation system; and

Preparing annual deficiency plans for portions
of the CMP system where LOS standards are not
maintained.

In Los Angeles. County; the CMP agency is the. Los,Angeles

County Metropolitan Transportation;Autihority,(Metro).

Metro has the responsibility to ̀review cofnpliance with the

CMP byagencies under its jurisdiction: - For ariy agency out
of compliance; after receiving notice and after a correction

period, a portion of state gas tax funds may be withheld if

compliance is not achieved. In addition, compliance with

the C1VIP'is necessary to preserve eligibilityfor state and

federal funding'for transportation projects.

Metro adopted the County's first CMP in 1992, and com-

pletedits most recent update in 2004. Tlie statute requires

that all state li'ighways'and principal arterials be included

within'the CMP roadway system: Within the Santa Clarita

Valley, tine following 'roadways are designated as CMP

roadways:

Interstate 5(I-5 or Gold'en`State Freeway);

• Sfafe Route 14 (SR-14; or Antelope'Va11eyFreeway);

• Sierra Highway from Newhall Avenue (formerly San

Fernando Road), to SR-14 at Red Rover Mine Road;

Magic Mountain Parkway from I ̀S to Ttailroad Avenue
(formerly San Fernando' Road);

• Railroad'Avenue/Newlall`Avenue (formerly San Fer-

nando Road) from Magic Mountain Parkway to SR-14;

and

• State Route 126 west of I-5.
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The 2004 CMP noted that both I-5 :and SR-14 within the
planning-area dcmo~strate traditional commute patterns,
with congestion flowing into Los Angeles and the San
Fernando Valley in the morning and a reverse flow in the
afternoon.. The GMF indicates that all CMS' roadways in
the Santa Clarita Valley except SR-14 operate at a LOS D
or better during a:m. and p.m. peak hours. < Portions of
SR-14 are reported to operate at LOS E during a.m: and
p.m. peak hours, However, the 2004 CMP indicates that
both I-S and SR-14 trafTic conditions have improved-since
the first GMP was completed in 1991, due to the completion
of ~yidenng projects on these routes.

Preparation ofa General Plan update constitutes a project
that must be evaluated for CMP compliance. If a new
General Plan is found to further impact traffic conditions
on CMP roadways, mitigations may:bQ required..The,Los
Angeles County .GMF allows a local jurisdiction.to define
acceptable levels of service up to LOS E

The.200.~k CMP..adopted by Metro found that, while 46 of
the County's. cities experienced very limited,grpwth im the
planning period; most of the County's growth has occurred
in 10 jurisdictions; of which the Santa Clarita Valley is
ranked fourth in terms of growth: Sixteen percent of the
County's growth occurred in the San Fernando Valley and
North County areas,- including. residential, :commercial,
and office growth sectors.

Various strategies are available to local jurisdictions to
mitigate CMP traffic impacts, including constructing new
roadway improvements; managing traffic. flow through
signal improvements and trip :reduction. measures; and
land use strategiessuch as locating higher,density uses in
proximityto public transit. The 2004 CMP found that only
three percent of the total mobility benefit throughout the
County wasa result of land use measures used by local agen-
cies. In the Santa Clarita Ualley,: the City and County have
an opportunity, with the One Valley One Vision (OVOV)
planning.effort to increase the coordination. of land use
planning with transportation improvements in order to
increase mobility benefits.

The traffic analysis,conducted for the OVQV planning effort
addressed these issues, and its conclusions are presented in
the txaffic report;;Based on the trafTic model; all roadway
segments within the planning area that.are designated as
GMT roadways will operate at LOOS E or better at build-

out of the City's General Plan and the. County's Area Plan.
Therefore; the Circulation Element is consistent with the
CMP as required by State law.

V. EXISTING ROADI~AY ~YSTENi WITHIN
THE:SANTA CLARITA VAL~.EY

Regional Access
Regional access tq-the Santa Clarita Valley isprovided by
two primary freeway corridors: Interstate S (I-5, pr the
Golden State; Freeway) traverses theplannng;area in a
northwesterly direction and is delineated with, eighttravel
lanes;. and State Route 14 (SR-14; or the Antelope Valley

Freeway) traverses the planning. area in a northeasterly
direction and accommodates between four and 10 travel
lanes. I-5 provides an important link between the southern
and northern portions of the United States; and also serves
as a vital link for commuter traffic.between Santa Clarita
Valley communities and Los Angeles. SR-14 is-.also used by
a.significant aax~ount of commuter traffic,;as:well as provid-
irig aregional link between the Los Angeles basin aid the
high desert communities of Palmdale and Lancaster. I-5
and SR-14 converge in the Newhall Pass, located,south of
the southerly planning area boundary. Newhall Pass has
traditionally been one of the most congested regional cor-
ridors in Southern;California and is in need of additional
capacity improvements.

Secondary regional access is provided to motorists in the
western portion of the planning area via State Route 126
(SR 126), which ;extends from the City of Ventura east to
I-S East of I-5, SR-126 was once designated along portions
of Magic Mountain Parkway and San,Fernando Road (now
known as Railroad Avenue and Newhall Avenue). between

I-5 and SR-14; however,'these roadways were.turned over
to the City in 2002 and no longer serve as a Skate highway
.alignment.

Streefis arod Flighvuays
,Streets and highways within the planning area have;been
classified into fihe Following categories;;based on their funo-
tion and'design:

• Major Highways are arterials with at least six travel lanes
for high mobility, designed with limited vehicular
access to driveways and cross streets. "The typical road
section includes a raised landscaped median with left



tur=n pockets at intersections: When fully improved
and operating ~t LOS E`, major highways'canaccom-
modate approximately 54;000 vehicles per day. Street
sections may include .striped, on-street bike lanes or
separated bike paths.

Secondary Highways are arterials with: an ultimate design
section of four travel lanes, designed for high mobil-
ity and with limited vehicular access from driveways
and cross streets. 'The'typical road section includes
a median with left turn pbekets provided at intersec-
tions. Secondary highways are.c~esigned to service both
through traffic; and to collect traffic from collector
and'local streets: When fully improved and operat-
ing at-LOS E, secondary highways can accommodate
'approximately 36,000 vehicles per day.'

Limited Secondary"Highways are arterials with° more lim-
ited mobility and greater access, with ari :ultimate
roadway design sectiom of two travel lyrics and with
partial control ofvehicular andpedestriamaccessto the
roadway from. driveways, cross streets; and crosswalks.
The> roadway is usually undivided- and may accom-
modatelimited parking activity and left turn pockets
at major intersections. 'These streets are' designed to
accommodate moderate volumes of traffic and provide
local access to major and secondaryhighways When
fully improved and operating at LOS E these streets
can. accommodate approximately 18,000 vehicles per
day.

tollectorStreets are roadways which'have'an ultimate
roadway design section of two travel'lanes with limited
vehicular access: to the roadway from driveways and
cross streets: The roadway is usually undivided and
does not always accommodate left turn pockets at
intersections. Collector streets are designed'to provide
both access and limited mobility, servicing local traffic
from residential, commercial, and industrial uses and
providing access to the arterial roadway system: CoT-
lectorstreets are not depicted on the adopted Highway
Plan. When fully improved and operating at L(OS E,
collectors can accommodate approximately ̀ 15;000
vehiclesper day.

• 6o~al streets are streets :designed for full access and
limited mobility; and mayinclude residential streets,
private streets; service: roads, and public alleys. For
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the purposes of circulation planning at the General
Plan level, local streets are not inclixded on the adopted
Highway Flan. However, policies Have been included
in the Circulation Element to ensure that local streets
contribute. to' healthy, safe neighborhoods.

Arterial H g4~wayx ~~d C~l~ec~mrs in th~;S~a~ata Clarity
Va~l~q
Arterial highways traversing the Santa Clarita Valley pro-
vide connections between' communities-and to outlying
areas: Bouquet Canyon Road connects the Santa Clarity
Valley to the Antelope Valley through the Angeles National
Forest. Sierra Highway, which generally parallels the SR-14
corridor; also provides connecEion to the Antelope Valley
as well asanon-freeway connecton'between the'Santa
C1ariEa Valley and the Los Angeles' Basin, through the
Newhall Pass.: The combination of Valencia Boulevard
and Soledad Canyon Road currentlyprovides the primary
east-west connection between I-5 and SR-14 through the
Santa Clarity Valley. Soledad Canyon Road also provides
the primary non-freeway connectionbetween the Gity of
Santa Clarity and the communities' of Agua'Dulce and
Acton. Escondido Canyon Road, Grown Valley Road; and
Santiago Road also serve the Acton community and provide
north-south connections between Soledad Ca-rayon Road
and SR-14..Agua Dulce Canyon Road, which connects
Soledad Canyon Road`to Sierra Highway; is the main north-
south facility in the Agua Dulce community. Escondido
Canyon Road, running east and west, also connects the
communities of Acton and Agua Dulce.

Other canyon routes connect the Santa Clarity Valley to
the Antelope Valley, including Lake HughesRoad and San
Francisquto Canyon Road.- Sand Canyon Road and Plac-
erita Canyon Road connect the Santa Clarity Valley to the
northeast San Fernando Valley communities of Sunland
and Tujunga, via their connection with Little Tujunga Road
through the Angeles National Forest,

The City recently renamed San Fernando Road as Railroad
Avenue'betweenMagic Mountain Parkt~vay and Lyons Ave-
nue.Between Lyons Avenue and Newhall Avenue, through
downtown Newhall, San Fernando Road was renamed as
IVlan Street. Befween Newhall Avenue-and its terminus at
SR-14; San Fernando Road was`reriamed to Newhall Avenue
and was restriped to increase roadway capacity from four
lanes to six, which significantl}~ improved traffic circula-
tionthrough the intersection at Newhall Avenue and Sierra
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Highway. In downtown Newhall, between Lyons Avenue
and Pine Street, Main Street was restriped from four travel
lanes to two lanes with. on-street parking. as part ofthe
.Downtown Newhall. Specific Plan improvements in 2007.
To accommodate north-south through traffic inthis area,
Railroad.Avenue in downtown Newhall was expanded to
accommodate four travel lanes.

Other major new roadways, planned to increase both con-
nectivityand capacity of the arterial system, were included
in the: prior Crculation,Eleme~nt and are also ,includQd
in this, update, ;including the following arterial roadway
segments:

. The. Via Princessa gap closure between its current west-
erly terminus near Oak Ridge Drive and its current
easterly terminus near Isabella Parkway;

The extension of Magic Mountain Parkway from the
ntersectian;of Bouquet Canyon Road/Railroad Avenue
south to Via Pxincessa;

• Santa Clarita Parkway> a. new north-.south arterial
that extends from SR-14 at Placerita,Canyon Road to
Bouquet Canyon Road;

Long: Canyon Road, a new north-south: arterial in
the west side. of the;valley> extends from SR-126 to; a
westerly extension of Valencia Boulevard; and

.. Dockweler Drive from Railroad Avenue to Sierra
Highway.

A complete list of planned new roadways and xoadway
extensions as depicted in the Highway Plan is provided
in Section VII.,: _ ,

Based an existing conditions trafficdata collected fox
approximately X00 selected major segments of County
and City roadway network throughout the .Santa Clarity
Valley, all links,studied are currently operating at LOS E
or better except for the, :following:

• Soledad Canyon Road between $ouquet Canyon Road
and Commuter Way;

79

• Whites Canyon,Road between Soledad,Canyon Road
and. Pleasantdale Street;

Lyons Avenue between Orchard Village Road and
Newhall Avenue; and

Newhall Avenue between; Lyons Avenue and Main
Street.

The existing deficiencies noted above are being addressed
by this Circulation Element update through a combination
of measures, such as the completion of future roadways as
identified in the Highway Plan, development of alternative
travel. modes and support facilities, increased, efficiency
of existing systems through management strategies, and
coordination of land use planning,with transportation

planning by promoting concentrated,; mixed-use develop-
ment near trar~s~t facilities.: The traffic model developed
for the One Valley One Vision (OUOV)<planning eflortwas
used to evaluate projected traffic conditions for both the
.existing and proposed City General Plan-and Cqunty Area
:Elan: Circulation Elements at build-out of the land Vises

envisioned by both documents..,This analysis, concluded
that build-out under the existing City General Plan and
County Area Plan Circulation Elements and Land Use Ele-
mentswould result in worse traffic congestion than under
the City; General Plan-.and County Area, Plan Circulation
Elements developed through the OVOU,planning effort,
because more roadway segments would operate at unac-
ceptablelevels ofservice under the prior plans than under
the updated plans.. Further information on this analysis

is contained in the traffic study.

Crnss,ValB~y Cor~nectmr
In order to provide greater. connectivity and capacity,for
east-west, traffic across t1~e Santa Clarity Valley, the Gity
and County have worked in.partnership to complete the
Cross-Valley Connector. The 8.5-mile system,of arterial
road, bridges, and intersections provides a seamless con-
nection,between Newhall Ranch Road and Golden Valley
.Road, :and a direct connection, between the I-5/SR-126
junction and the SR-14/Golden Va11ey,Ro~d interchange.
In addition to serving auto and truck traffic in the Valley
with an ultimate width of six to eight travel lanes, the
Cross-Valley Connector was designed to include a Class 1
bike path adjacent to;the road .way and a landscaped median.



Completion in 2010, the Cross-Ya11ey Connector is pro-
jected to substantially reduce traffic volumes on`Soledad
Canyon Road and other major arterials in the City.

Major Roadway Ir~prove~~nts R~c~ntly Connpleted or
U~d~rv~ay
A recent phase of construction for the'Cross'Valley Con-
nector was the "gap closure", construction of a one-mile
segment linking I-5/SR-126 with Copper Hi11 Drive/Rye
Canyon Road.' "completed in`2007; this portion of`the
roadway"provides multi=modal access fo the area's largest
employment centers (1;000 companies and 50;000 jobs):

In a cooperative effort between Newhall' Land> Caltrans,
'Metro; -the County and the City> expansion of the inter-
change of I-5 and Magic' Mountain Parkway began in 2007
and'was completed in 2010: The projeet`will help'relieve
existing and future traffic congestion bywidening the free-
way on-'and off-ramps and' Magic Mountain Parkway.

Tfie Hasley Canyon Road interchange at I-5 is also currently
being reconstructed in a cooperative effortbetween'the
'County; Caltrans, Metro, and Newhall Larid.. Construction
began in 2007and was completed in 2009. The project'will
significantly improve fraf~icconditions at the interchange
and includes constructing a new bridge over`the I=5 free-
way, building modern roundabouts on the east and west
sides of the freeway; and providing additional ramps for
freeway access:

Construction of new bridges along Sierra Highway-over the
railroad between Canyon ParkBoulevar"d and Flying Tiger
Drive was initiated in 2007 and completed in 2009. This
project replaced the northbound bridge and rehabilitated
the southbound bridge'on'Sierra Highway, eliminating
the gap. between 'the two bridges. The new`bridge will
provide: wider'trafTic lanes and shared lanes for bicycles
and pedestrians. ''

Anew bridge planned over the Santa Clara River as part of
the Gross'Valley connector was completed in 2010: -'This
bridge will provide a seamless'connecfion between`Golden
Valley Road and Newhall Ranch Road:

Peak Hour Traffic C~nd~tinr~s
The Santa Clarity Valley experiences typical suburban traf-
ficpatterns, which are characterized by traffic volumes that
peak during the AM and PM commute periods. Based on
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existing conditions traffic data and'traf~ic model forecast
data for 23 key intersections within the Valley, the current
AM and PM peak hour conditions will continue to worsen
over time absent any changes to'the current circulation
system. ̀This'Circulation Element -update addresses the
existing and potential future'deficiencies through a coiii-
bination ofland use and transportation planning; asnofed
in prior sections.

T~a~sp~r~afii~~ Management°System
The City has`completed th'e first stage of an Intelligent Trans-
portaton Management System (ITMS) project. Through
the use of real-time video and other traffic-related rifor-
mation, ITMS interconnects 172 traffic signals to the new
Traffic Operation Center located at City Hall. There;-City
staff can adjust signal problems, minimize congestion and
provide additional capacity on alternate routes in case of
an accident or other incidents. Staff can quickly be alerted
to situations that require the ̀dispatch of a maintenance
crew or law enforcement personnel'.` Subsequent'stages
of the project will increase the number of roadways and
intersections included in the system, with the ultimate
goal of including all signalized intersections within the
Santa Clarita Valley:

The County Department of Public Works is in the process
of evaluating communications devices to enable-traffic
signals iri'the unincorporated areas-of the Valley to he
monitored and controlled from their Traffic Management
Center in Alhambra. This traffic signal control system
provides for continuous monitoring of conditionsand will
provide once-per-second monitoring of trafficsigrials. The
system enables traffic signal timing to be controlled and
coordinated from the Traffic Management Center:

The County's Information Exchange Network (IEN) is an
advanced traffic management system and network capable
of sharing' information and control of various traffic con-
troLsystems and field devices betweeri'agencies.`The IEN
is currently being deployed Countywide and will improve
regional traffic flow through-the exchange of traffic'§ignal
data among multiple agencies. The'County and ̀City are
currently discussing connecting the City's traffic control
system to the IEN, which will allow for a coordinated
response to trafi'ic congestion and incidents.

so



Los ArsgeEes Ceun~y ~an~a Ctarita Valley Area-Plan

In addition, the City,and County have been implementing
signal timing along major arterials, using signal. synchro-
nizat on to coordinate; signals with.each other in an effort
to improve vehicle progression and reduce traffic conges-
tion. The .City. retiznes and synchronizes _approximately
one-third of its traffic signals every year, which means
that alb traffic signals are evaluated and retuned within a
three-year period.

Neig~ba~rh~ad;T~af~ic ~~na~gemen~ ,
As traffic volumes and congestion increase on arterial
roadways, some drivers attempt to reduce travel times by
traveling alternate routes using local neighborhood streets.
This neighborhood intrusion by "cut-through";traffic has
become a concern in some residential areas. The City takes
action when necessary to minimize intrusion of regional

cut-through traffic in residential neighborhoods through
traffic management and traffic calming strategies, including
the use of circles, chokers, and diverters: The County has
an established neighborhood traffic management program
to make neighborhoods safer for pedestrians, bicyclists,
residents and the. motoring public.

Stree~~ Ma~~~~~~c~
The City Public Works Department currently manages a
$5 million annual program for overlay and slurry-seal of

streets..tlppxoximately seven miles of street pavement per
year is maintained under this program. Private streets are

requixed, to be maintained by,property owners ar hom-
eowners associations.

Some portions of the planning areaxequire. additional

street maintenance due to .substandard street sections.
In particular, .older and more rural canyon areas were
developed with substandard streets and lack curbs and
:gutters for, drainage, and sidewalks.. As a result, stormwater
runoffundermines the pavement, and maintenance;costs
.are increased. Road improvements: will be required to
upgrade street systems in these areas.

i ° i

The following steps werefollowed in developing the roadway
component of the Circulation Element:

si

1. Documentation of existing conditions and assembling

the data base;
2. ;Update of the City/County traffic model for the Santa

Clarita Valley used to forecast future usage; of existing
and planned circulation routes;

3. Identification of problems, opportunities_ and issues
on the roadway network;

4. Testing and evaluation of alternative improvement
plans; and

5. Selection and.refinement of the recommended circu-
lation.plan.

The Santa Clarita Valley's existing roadway network is
illustrated on:Figure C-1. Average daily traffic volumes for
arterials: within; the Valley were obtained through traffic
counts, to assess existing levels of service. Both capacity
and connectivity of the network were evaluated.

'Ihe traffic engineers utilized a computerized traffic demand
model, the Santa Clarita Valley Consolidated Traffic Model
(SCVCTM), which is jointly maintained by the City of

Santa Clarita and the County of Las Angeles, to analyze

the roadway ,system and develop. a circulation plan. For

modeling purposes, the. planning area is divided into 455

.traffic analysis zones (TAZ's). The model used a software
program comparable to the regional modeling done by the
Southern California Association of Governments (SLAG)

and the County.' Congestion, ~vIanagement Program, in

order to assure consistency with regional plans.

Traffic analysis with a traffic demand model involves four
general steps: 1) specification of the roadway network; 2)
calculation of vehicle: trip. ;generation amounts for uses
within each TAZ; 3) distribution of these vehicle trips to
destination points, and 4) assignment of ~~hicle trips. to
specific roadway segments. used on this analysis, the
model indicates whether planned roadway widths will be
.adequate to handle projected.traffic volumes, and where
capacityproblems tyilloccur. The process requires a model

that. has been calibrated to existing conditions, and the
SCVCTM underwent a comprehensive update and,reca-
libration in 2004. With this calibrated model, the traffic

engineers performed; several difi`erent model runs based
on various assumptions. The model was,run to predict
traffic volumes at build-out of the land uses permitted by
the City and County's Land Use Elements.



Based on the traffic model analysis, the traffic engineers
identified several needed improvements to the street and
highway system. Traffic issues identified 'through the
public input process were also. considered and evaluated.
These traffic issues and needs'lave been addressed`in the
Circulation Plan and the goals`and policies section of the
element..

Once the traffic model was completed and run; it became
'necessary to make certain adjustments to the`Land Use
Plan and the road network to achieve acceptab`l'e levels of
service at General Plan and Area Plan build-out for most
'roadways: In some cases, adjustments were made td the
ultimate right=of-way for specific roadway links: The final
recommended Highway Plan is shotivn on Figure G2, and
is discussed in further detail in Section VII.' -

M:evel ~f 5er~ice Standard
The Countywide General Plan does not"specify an accept-
able Level of Service (LOS) for the purpo`s~ of long-range
planning; however,'in conformance with the Congestion
Management Programs tfie'preferred maximum acceptable
LOS on arterial'roads (i.e:, major, secondary; and limited
'secondary highways) within the planning area is LOS E.
The City strives to acfieve I;OS D or better on highways
to the extent feasible given right-of-way and physical con-
strairifs; while recognizing that in higher density urban
areas there is generally a tradeoff between vehicle-LOS and
'other factors such as pedestrian mobility; therefore, LOS
F maybe necessary at limited locations to implement the
`City's`General'Plan. Iii residential neighborhoods, the'Gity
and Co"unty desire conditions of LOS C'ar lie'tter.

Revised Roadway D~s~gnations _

Designations of the following roadway segments were
recommended to lie reclassified as a result of the traffic
analysis;

1. 'Lake Hughes Road from Ridge Route Road to Angeles
National Forest Boundary -Reclassify from a major
highway to a limited secondary highway.
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2. Vasquez Canyon Road from Bouquet Canyon Road to
Sierra Highway -Reclassify from a secondary highway
to a limited secondary highway:

3. Sand Canyon Road from the Santa Clarta City bound-
ary to Sierra Highway -Reclassify from a major highway
to a secondary highway along existing alignment:

4. Shadow Pines Boulevard/Tick Canyon Road from
Grandifloras Road- to'Davenport Road - ̀Reclassify
'From a secondary highway to a limited secondary
highway:

5. Bouquet ̀Canyon Road'from Plum Canyon Road to
Vasquez'Canyon Road =Reclassify from a major high-
way to a secoridaryhighway.

6. 'Skyline Ranch Road from Plum Canyon Road to Sierra
Highway - Reclassifyplanned major lighwayfo a
secondary highway.

7. Valencia Boulevard/Potrero Canyon Road from the
Newhall Ranch/Stevenson Ranch boundary to the
planned Long Canyon Road - Reclassifyplanned sec-
ondaryhighway to amajor highway.

8. 'Long Canyon Road from the planned Santa Clara River
Bridge to ̀the planned Valencia Boulevard/Potrero
Canyon' Road -Reclassify planned secondary highway
to a major highway.

9. Pico Ganyan Road from the Newhall Ranch/St'evenson
Ranch boundary to Valencia Boulevard'- Reclassify
planned secondary highway to a major Highway:

10. ' Jakes Way from Canyon Park Boulevard to'the planned
Lost Canyon Road extension -Add classification for
the existing roadway as a limited secondary highway.

11. McKean Parkway from Copper Hill Drive to San Fran-
cisquito Canyon Road - Reclassify;planned secondary
highway to a limited secondary highway..,

12. San Francisquito Canyon Road from the planned.
extension of McKean Parkway to tihe Ai~gelesNational
Forest - Reclassify from a secondary highway to a
limited secondary highway.
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13. Lost Canyon Road from fakes Way to Sand Canyon The following roadway alignments were recommended
Road -Reclassify planned major highway to asecond- to be realigned as a result of the traffic analysis
ary highway.

1. Sand Canyon Road;from the Santa Clarita City bound-
14. Davenport Road from Sierra Highway to AguaDulce ary to Sierra Highway "- Realign planned secondary

Canyon Road -Reclassify from a secondary highway highway along the existing driven roadway.
to a limited secondary highway.

,2..Long Canyon Road/Potrero Canyon Road/Valencia
15. Agua Dulce Canyon Road from SoledadCanyon-Road ~. Boulevard at planned intersection -Realign to make

to Sierra Highway -Reclassify from a secondarghigh- Long Gariyon Road/Valencia Boulevard the continu-
way to alimited secondary highway:` ous roadway

16. Escondido Canyon Road from Agua Dulce Canyon -:3. Chiquito Canyon Road/Long Canyon Road at State
Road to planning area boundary - Recla'ssify from a Route 1'26 -Revise alignments to create a continuous
secondary highway to a limited secondary highway: north/south roadway.

The following roadway segments were recommended to be 4. Whites Canyon Road from Plum Canyon Road to
removed from the Highway Plan as a result of the traffic Vasquez Canyon Road -Revise alignment to connect
analysis: from Plum`Canyon Road to Sierra Highway (as the

proposed Skyline Ranch Road).
1. 16th Street from Newhall Avenue to Railroad Avenue
- Remove planned secondary highway. Table G=2 indicates the designation of all General Plan

roadways within the planning area. It should be noted that
2. Sloan Canyon Road from Hillcrest Parkway to Mando- local and collectoz streets,are not included on the Highway

lin Canyon Road -Remove planned limited secondary Plan, whichcontains only major and secondary highways,

highway. expr`essways> and parkways.

3. Castaic Road from Parker Road to Newhall Ranch
Road -Remove planned secondary highway. ,

4. Biscailuz Drive from The Old Road to the previously
planned extension of Castaic Road -Remove planned
secondary highway.

5. Landmark Village (VTTM 53108) Spine Road -Remove
planned secondary highway.

6. "A"Street (Mallory Drive) from Poe Parkway to Valencia
Boulevard -Remove planned secondary highway.

7. Poe Parkway from Stevenson Ranch Parkway to
Valencia Boulevard - Remove secondary (existing
and planned) highway.

8. Cruzan Mesa Road from Whites Canyon Road to
Sierra Highway -Remove planned limited secondary
highway.
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Table G2: Highway Plan Roadways in the planning Area

ExpressNays SR-126

Avenue Scott (from Rye Canyon to Avenue Tibbitts)
Avenue fibbitts
Bouquet Canyon Road (from Plum Canyon Roadxo Magic Mountain Parkway)
Castaic Road (from Ldke Hughes Road to Parker Road)
Commerce Center Drive
Copper Hill Drive. (from Newhall Ranch Road to Seco Canyon Road)
Golden Valley Road. (from Newhall Ranch Road to SR-14 freeway)
Hasley Canyon Road (from Commerce Center Drive to 1-5 freeway)
fake ~;iughes Road (from The Old Road to Ridgy RQyte Road).
Long Canyon Road (from SR-126 to Valencia Boulevard)
Lost Canyon Road (from Jakes Way to Via Princessa)
Lyons Avenue
MagicMountain Parkway (from Comrneree Center Drive to-:Via Princessa)
McKean Parkway (from l-5 freeway to Copper Hit) Drive)
Newhall Avenue (from Railroad Avenue to SR-14 freeway) ,
Newhall Ranch Road

Major Highways Orchard Village Road
Parker Road (from-The Old'Road to:Castaic Road),
Pico Canyon Road:
Plum Canyon Road
Railroad Avenue (from Magic Mountain Parkway to Lyons Avenue)
Rye Cany'orr Road'
Sand Canyon Road (from Soledad Canyon=Road to Lost Canyon:Road)
Santa Clarita Parkway (fro. m Bouquet Canyon Road to Sierra Highway)
sierra Highway
Soledad ̀Canyon, Road
Stevenson' Raneh Parkway a
The OId Road (from' HasleyCanyon-,Road to Lyons Avenue)
The OId Road (from Calgeove Boulevard to Sierra Highway)
Valencia Boulevard
Via Princessa (from Wiley Canyon Road to Lost Canyon Road)
Whites Canyon Road
Wiley Canyon Road (from Lyons Avenue to Via Princessa)'
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Secondary Highways

Limited Secondary,
Highways

Parkways
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16th Street (from Orcha~~d Village Road Yo Newhall Avenue)
Avenue Scott (from Avenue Tibbitts to McKean Parkway)
6ouque~ Canyon Road (fi~om Plum Canyon Road to Angeles National Forest boundary)
Calgrove ~oulevar~d
Canyon Park Boulevard
Copper Hili Drive (from Seco Canyon Road to bouquet Canyon Road)
Decoro Drive
Dickason Drive
Dockv~~eiler Drive
Golden Valley Road (from fJewhall Ranch Road to Plum Canyon Road)
Golden Valley Road (from SR-14 freewayto Via P~~incessa)
Haskell Canyon Road (from Copper Hill Drive to Bouquet Canyon Road)
Halley Canyon Road (from Del V~IIc Road to Commerce Center Drive)
Hilicrest Parkway
Long Canyon Road (from Chiquito Canyon Road to SR-126)
Lost Canyon Road (from Jakes V~ay to Sand Canyon Road)
Magic Mountain Parkway (from Long Canyon Road to Commerce Center Drive)
Newhall Avenue (from 16th Street to P,ailroad Avenue)
Placerita Canyon Road (from Sierra Higf~wayto Sand Canyon Road)
Potrero Canyon Road
Railroad Avenue (from Lyons Avenue to Newhall Avenue)
Ridge Route Road (from apE~r~oximately 3/, mile north of Northl~ke Hills elementary school to
Castaic Road}
Rockwell Canyon Road
Sand Canyon Road (from Sierra Highway Yo Soledad Canyon Road)
Seco Canyon (from Co~pei~ Hill Drive to Bouquet Canyon Road)
Shadow Pines Boulevard
Skyline I;anch Road
Sloan Canyon Road (fi~om The Old Road to Quail Valley Road)
The Old Road (from Oak Valley Road to Halley Canyon Road)
The Old Load (from Pico Canyon Road Yo Calgrovc Boulev~r~d)
Tourney Road
Valley Street
Via Princessa (from I ost Canyon Road to Golden Valley Road)
Wiley Canyon Road (from Lyons Avenue to Calyrove Boulevard]

- — - __ _ -
Agua Dulce,Canyon Road
"Bouquet Canyon (from Angeles National Forest Boundary to Elizabeth Lake Road)
Chiquito Canyon Road (from Del Valle Road to Long Canyon Road) ,
Davenport Road'
DeI Valle Road (from Chiquito Canyon Road to Halley Canyon Road)
Escondido Canyon Road
Hasley,Canyon Road, (from Slpan Canyon Road to Dei Valle Road)
Jakes Way
Lake Hughes Road (from Ridge Route Road to Pine Canyon Road)
Losti Canyon Road (from Sand Canyon Road to Oak Springs'Canyon Road)
McKean Parkway (from San Francisquito canyon Road to Copper N II,Drive)
Ridge Route Road (from Templin Highway to approximately ~/amile north of Ngrthlake Hills
elementary school)
San Francisquito canyon Road (from McKean Parkway to ~Iizabeth lake Road)
Sand Canyon Road (from Lost Canyon Roa`d'to Little Tujunga Canyon Road)
Seco Canyon (from Discovery Ridge Drive to Copper HiII Drive)
Sloan Canyon Road (from Nillcrest Parkway to Halley Canyon Road)
Tick Canyon Road
Tournament Road
Vasquez Canyon Road

Henry Mayo Drive (fror~i Commerce Center Drive io The Old Road)
- - - - ---
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A complete listing of the future rgadway improvements needed to implement the recommended Highway Plan is provided
in Table G3.

Table t-3: Roadway Improvements Needed farBuild-Out of Highway Plan.

Agua Dulce Canyon Road

BeV~ ✓e~)O is~on(~iiclo Canyon Road and io~if,tiruyt new 2 lane Limited Secondary

Avenue Scott

Between Rye Canyon Rq'ad and Avenue Re-stripe midway from 4 lanes to 6
7ibbitts lanes

AvenueTibbitts
---- - _

Between Avenue Scott and Avenue Hopkins
fie-stripe ro~devay from 4 lanes to b
lams

-- ---
i 6eCween Aven~ie Hopkins and Magic
Mountain Parkway

Construct new 6 lane Major Highway

---
BouquetCanyon Road

Between Angeles National Forest and Plum ~ Widen roadway from 2 lanes to a 41an
Canyon Road i Secondary Highway

Between Plum Canyon and future Santa
Clarita Parkway

_ - -- - -
getween fut~n~e Santa ClariCa Parkway and
Seco Canyon Road

Re-stripe roadway from 4 lanesto 6
lanes

Re-stripe road~.vay from 5 lanes to 6
lanes

Between Seco Canyon Road and Espuella Widen roadt~ay from 6 I~r~es to an 8
Drive lane Major Highway

---- ----
6etween Soledad Canyon Road ar~d Magic Re-stnpe roadway from 4lanes to6
Nlount~in Park~rlay lanes

CastaicRoad - - ------------
-__ -- - --

between Lake Hughes Road and Ride Re-stripe roadway from 4lanes to 6
!?Dote Road lane

- ---
.Commerce Center Drive

i
Fet~veen I lenr~y Mayo DrivE~ an~i M~~~ic
Mountain Parkway ~ Construct new 6 lane Major Hic~V~way

Copper Hill Drive

Gap closure segment

=7~':%

--
Indudes new bridge over the Santa
Clara River

e Includes realignment in lf~ie Cof?P~'r '~~C

Hill Drive area

WIII lose the existing Class II bike
lane due to re-striping

i Will losethe existing Class II bike
'I lane due to r~-striping

-- -

Ind~icles bn~ie widening

Includes new bridge oven the Santa
Clara River

--__ __
Between Avenida Rancho Tesoro and San Re-stripe roadwayfi~om 4 lanes to 6
Francisquito Creek ~ridye lanes

Between San FYancisquito Creek Bridge and Wicien roadway froi7~ 4lanes to a 6 I~ne Indud25 widening bridge over the
~ McBean Parkway _ h~1ajor Highway ~San Francisquito Creek__

Dockweller Drive
---- -- --
Between Sierra Highv~~ay and ~gua Dulce Widen roadway from 2 lanes to a 4 lane
Canyon Roatl Secondary Highway

__

Dockweiler Drive

Between Railroad Avenue and Leonard Tree Construct ne~v 4 I~ne Secondary
Lane ~ Highway

Between Leonard Tree I..ane and Sierra Re-stripy roadway from 2 lanes to 4 Will lose the existing on-street
Highway I lanes parking due to r~e-striping

_- ------
GoldenValley Road

PF•t~veen Plum Can on Road and Doroth ~ f~c-stn c road~~a from 2 lames t'o 4Y Y i p Y ---I, Street lanes
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Between Dorothy Street and Newhall Ranch. Construct new 4 lane Secondary. _~_
Road Highway

'_ Between Newhall Ranch Road and Valley 
Construct new 6 lane Major Highway ~ Includes new bridge over the Santa

Center Drive Clara River

Between Valley Center Drive and Center Re-stripe~oadv,~ay from4lanesto,6
Pointe Parkway l a m s

Between Center Pointe Par!<way acid Sierra i Widen roadway from 4lanes to a 6 lane
E lic~hway ~~ Major Highway

_-_

Between SR-14 freeway andVi~Princessa 
Constructnew4laneSecondary _
Highway

Haskell Canyon Road

Between~CopperHillDriveandGrovepark Re-stri~eroadwayf~~om2lanesto4
Drive/Ridgegrove Drive lanes

Henry Mayo Drive
— - -- -

Between Commerce Center Diive and The Widen Yoadwayfrom 2 lanes Co a 4 lane
Old Road P ~rkway

---- _ _ __
Lake Hughes Road

__ __

Between I-5 freeway and Castaic Road 
Re-stripe roadway fro~z~ 4 lanes to 6
lanes

Long Canyon Road (future)

Between Chiquito Canyon Road andSR-126 ~, Construct new 4 lane Secondary _

High~,~~,Y - - - - --
~ Includes new bridge over the Santa[3Mwcen SR-176 and VaiFncia f3oulev~rd

-

Consir~uci new 6 lane Major Hiyfnvay
Clara River

---
LostCanyon Road

Between Sand Canyon Road and La Veda Widen roadway from 2 lanes to a 41ane
Avenue Secondary Highway

Between La Veda Avenue and lakes Way
Construct new•4 faneSecondary:- __
Highway

Bet~.veen Jakes Way and railroad bridge Construct new 6 lane Major Highway --

Between railroad brid~~e and Via Pnn~ essa
Re-stripe roadway from 4 lanes to 6

-_ _-
lanes

LyonsAvenue

Between Orchard Village Road and Railroad Re-sfripe roadway#rom ~ Imes to 6 Will lose theexisting on-street
~Avenue

--
lanes parking due to re-striping

MagicMountain Parkway
- - - _ -

Between Long Ctinyon Road and Commerce ~ Construct new 4 lane Secondary
Center Drive Highway

Between Commerce Center Drive and
Construct new 6 lane Major Highway ---

Westridge Parkway

Between WesCridge Parkway and Six flags
Construct ne~v 8 lane M~~or Highway ---

Magic P~~ountain

Between Six flags Magic Mountain and I-5 ~ Widen roadway from 4lanes to an 8 '
freeway l lane tvtajor High~.vay

Between I-5 freeway and Auto Center Drive 
Re-stripe caad~~~ay from 6 lanes to 8

I_lanes

Fetween Auto Center Drive and Valencia lNiden roadway from 4lanes to an II
6oul~~var~l _ i lane Major Highway
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Between Valencia Boulevard and Railroad I Rc-stripe'roadway from 4 lanesfo 6 ___
Avenue lanes

Between R~ili~o~d Avenue and Via Princessa ~ConsU~uct n~r~ 6 lane ilAajor Highway ---
-- --- ___ _ _- --

A1cBean Parkway
--___

Between San Francisquito Canyon Road and ~ Construct n~~ni 2 I~ne Ln~~it~~d Secondary
Cop~~er Hill Drive Hiyh~vay

Widen ro ~dw~y from 6 lanes to an 8 Inciu~ies wi~iei~lnq bridge over theBet~n~een Avenue SCOttand Cree~tside Road 
~~~~e Major Fligh~n.~ay ', Sang Clara River

Between M~yic M~unt~in Parkway ~r~d Re-stripe roadway (rc~rn 6 lands l0 8
---

V~3~E'flClcl ~cl I1 C'S _

Newhall Ranch Road

Between Rye Canyon Road and Avenue Widen roadway froili 4 lanes to an 8 ~
Tibbitts lane Major Highway

~Betw~en AVenueTibbittsand MtBean ~ Widen rgadwayfrom 6 lanes t~o an 8 Includes v~~idening bridge over the
Parkway lane Majb~Hi~tiviray San 1=rancisquito Creek

Between N1cBean Parkway and Bouquet Re-stripe roadway from 7 lanes to 8
Canyon Road lanes

Between Bouquet Canyon Road and Santa - Re-stripeYOadwayfrom 41anPS to 6
Clarity Parkway lanes

~, Between Santa Clari[a Parkway and Golden
Construct new 6 lane Major Highway ---

Valley Road

Newhall Avenue

Between loth Street and Railroad Avenue ~ Re-SY~ipe roadway from ] lanes to 4 Will lose the existing on-street
1 lanes parking d ie to re-striping

--- -- — - -- _ ___
The Old Road

North of Lake Hughes Road

Between Lake Hughes Road and Sedona
Way
- - - _ - -- -
Qetween Hasley Canyon Road and I-5 SB
RamE~s at Rye Canyon Road

Between 1-5 SB Ramps at Rye Canyon Road
and Rye Canyon Road'

Between Rye Canyon Road and Magic
Mountain Parkway

f3et~veen Mcf3ean Parkway and Lyons
Avenue

Between Sagecrest Circle (South) and
Calgrove Eoulevard

Between Calgrove Boulevard and Sierra
Ifigh~.vay

Orchard Village Road

Between ~~ncaean Parkway and Lyons
Avenue

Parker Road

Betv~~een The Old Road and 15 fieeway

Pico Canyon Road

Between Valencia Boulevard and
Whispering Oaks Road

Re-stripe road~~vay frorm J_ lanes to 4 ~'~,
lanes

Vlliden roadway from 2lanes to ~ ~t Inc
---

Secondar}~ Highway
_. _

Widen roadway from 4 lanes to a 6 lane ',
~Ylajor Highway

Re-stripe roadwayfrom 41ane`sto-6 '--
I~nes

Widen roadway from ~ Imes to a 6 lane Includes ~videniny bridge over the
Major Highway Santa Clara River

Re-stripe roadway from 4 lanes to 6
lanes

Widen roadway from 2 lanes to a 4 lane
Secondary Highway

-- - -- - -- -
Wid~n roadway from 4 i~nes to a 6 lane

---
MajorHighway

Widen r~oad~vay from 4lanes to a 6 lane
Majoi I lighway

---

- -- - -
Widen roadwayfrom 21.~nes to a 6 lane
Major Highway

Construct new 6 lane Major Highway ~--
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'~.~ ~ ~ ~

Between Whispering Oaks Road and I-5 ~ Re-stripe roadway from 4lanes to 6 ~
freeway j lanes

Placerlta Canyon Road

~~~ 
SR 14 freeway and Sand Canyon ~ Widen roadway from 2 lanes to a 4 laneRoaween ___

Secondary Highway

Plum Canyon Road
- -- - __

(3etween Bouquet Canyon Road and Golden~e-stripe roadway from 4 lanes to 6 __
Valley Road lanes '

Potrero Canyon Road (future)

~onstruct new 4 lane Secondary Includes new bridge over the Santa I
~, Between SR-126 and Long Canyon Road

'~Highway Clara Rivcr
-- - — __
Railroad Avenue

~ Between Magic f~liountain Parkway and Re-stripe road~n~ay from 4lanes to 6
---

Lyons Avenue lanes
--

Ridge Route Road

Bciween i-S fi~ecv~~y and Castaic Road ~ Widen roadway from 2 lanes to a 6 lan~
Major Highway

Sa~~d Canyon Road

Between Sierra Highway and Soledad ~ Widen roadway from 2 lanes to a 41ane
Canyon Road Secondary Highway

Widen roadway from 2 lanes to a 6 lane Includes widening bridge over theBetween SR-14 freeway and Lost Canyon
Road Major Highway Santa Clara River

-- — - -- -
Santa Clarita Parkway (future)

IBetween Bouquet Canyon Road and Sierra includes nety bridge over the Santa
Highway 

Construct new 61ane MaJor Hiyh~,vay Clara River
L- - -- - —

'I Shadow Pines Blvd./Tick Canyon Rd.

Between Grandifloras Road and Davenport ~ConsU~uct new 2 lane Limited Secondary
Road ' Hiyh~vay

Sierra Highway
__ - -_- -

East of Agua Dulce Canyon Road 
(W~den roadway from 2 lanes toa 61ane ___
Major Highway

Ben~~een Agua Dulce Canyon Road and ~ Widen roadway from 2 lanes to a 6 lane
\/asquez Canyon Road Major Hiyh~vay

Betwieerl Vasquez Canyon and Soledad WiBen~roadway from 4lanes to a 6 lane
Canyon Major Hiyhv~~ay

between Via Princessa and Newhall Avenue 
Re-stride roadway from 4 lanes to 6
lanes

Between Newhall Avenue and The Old Road 
~h~iden roadway fror,~ 4 lanes to a 6 lane ___
Major I liyhway

---- -
SkyllneRanch Road (future)

Between Whites Canyon Road and Sierra Construct new 4 lane Secondary
~---Highway Highway - --- -----—

SloanCanyon Road

Between The Old Road and Parker Road Widen roadway from 2 lanes to a 41ane _
Secondary Highway

Between Parker Road and Quail Valley Road
Re-stir ~e roadwa from 2 lanes ro 4E Y __
lanes

Between Hillcrest Parkway and Hassey Construct new 2 lane Limited Secondary ___
Canyon Road Highway
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~~ •~~ ~ ~

Soledad Canyon Road
-- -

BetweenRiverCircleandSR-14free~.~,~ay Re-striperoadwayfrom4lanesto6 - Will lose the existingClassubike
-lanes

__ _-
lane due to re-stri~~ing

---

East of SR-14 freeway
Widen road~r~ay from 2 lanes to a 6 lane
Major Hi~h~vay

--
Stevenson Ranch Parkway

Between The Old Road and Pico Canyon Re-stripe roadway from 4lanes to 6 Will lose the existing Class II bike
Road

~ 
i lanes lane due to ie-striping ~i

Valencia Boulevard

between Long Canyon Road and existing
ValEncia Boulevard terminus just west of ~ Constr ict new 6 lane Major Highway ~ ---

'~~ Boulder Crest Drive
— - -—

Between 1-5 freewayand McKean Park~~~ay
Reconstruct roadway from 7 lanes to an

- -
'~__

8 lane i~1ajor Highway

Via Princessa ~I

Between. existing Via. Princessa terminus
just east of Claibourne Court and existing
Via Princessa terminus just west'of Sheldon

Construct new 6 lane Major Highway Gap closure segment

Avenue
-

j 2etweenSheldon Aveiiu~a~id Rainbow
-- - -

I Widen roadw~yfi~om 2 lanesto a 6laiif~
__

~~~
---Glen Drive 'Major Highway '

E3et~vicen Rainbow Glen Drive and Whites Re-stripe roadway froili 4 lanes to 6
Canyon Road Manes

f;etwFen SH-14 fr~e~~iay ~ncl I ost C anyon ', Re-striE~c roadway from ~} lanes to 6 ~~___
Road ~IaneS

Y Construct new 4 Iane Secondaryex st ne V ~~~ inc ssa teRmi usnustf south of9 1 Highway.
---

Swdn Lane

Whites Canyon Road
-----

Between Ashboro drive and Soledad Re-stripe roadwayfrom 4lanesto 6
(-°`Canyon Road _ . lanes

Wiley Canyon Road

Bridge over Railroad Avenue
Widen roadway from 4 lanes to a 6 lane

Inducles bridge widening
Major Highway

Between bridge over Railroad Avenue and Re-stripe roadway from 4 lanes to 6 I Wili lose the existing Class Il~bike
', Lyons Avenue lanes 'lade due to re-steipiny
- — --—

Betweeniyons Avenge and Wabuska Street
W roadway fi~om 4 lanes to a 6 lane

--- - -

—

~idPn
ajor Highway

--1
Eetween ~labuska Street and ~al~rove

_ __ ---- -- --- -- --
1~l iden roadway from 2 lanes to a 6 IanP

-—
I ',
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The standard cross sections shown in Figure C-3 are adopted for both City and County areas of the Santa Clarita Valley.

Figure C-3: Standard Roadway Cross Sections
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12

Master Plan-Multi-Purpose Riding"and Miking Trail per Santa Ciarita AYea Plan.

Final design of rural highways to be approved by Los Angeles County Department of Public Works:
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One of the primary goals of the Circulation Element is

to provide for the safe and efficient movement of goods
throughout the planning area. Industrial uses require truck
access for the delivery of rawmaterials or parts, the shifting
of;inventory, and the delivery of finished products. Com-
mercial uses require the delivery of sales goods to market
and the transferring of commercial inventories.

Designating appropriate routes for trucks within the plan~;._ ~..
ning area serves to minimize the effects of truck traffic on
normal vehicular traffic, and to limit noise and air pollution
impacts on residential;neighborhoods. In addition,_ the

weight of trucks can have deleterious effects on paving, if

the roadway was not designed'for truck traffic. Within the
planning area, streets'approved to be used for truck traf-

fic include all streets designated as major and secondary

highways. Allowing trucks to use these streets, rather than

local and collector streets except for the purpose of local
deliveries, will ensure that the noise and diesel exhaust gen-

erated bytruck traffic will not adversely impact residential
neighborhoods. In addition, by allowing trucks to use all
major and secondary highways, instead of designating only
certain truck routes through the planning area, truck traffic
will be dispersed instead of concentrated in a few locations,
thereby lessening impacts on pavement.

Truck parking has also been identified as a concern,. espe-
cially in areas where residential neighborhoods are subject
to noise from idling engines and refrigeration units. Truck
parking will continue to be regulated in terms of location
and hours,'as issues arise.;

Additional Access for ~~st~ic
The Castaic community, located in the northwestern portion

of the planning area,, has limited access to the remainder
of the Santa Claeita Valley.:Access is primarily provided
by the Golden State Freeway (Interstate 5), which is often-

subject to heavy congestion and closures resulting. from.

snow; wildfires, and traffic accidents. The Old Road is the
principal alternative to Interstate 5. However, The Old
Road is often subject to the same constraints; as it parallels
Interstate 5 through Castaic.

The Castaic Town Council identified Castaic's limited access
as a pressing issue and. requested alternatives to Inter-

state 5 and The Old Road. Specifically, the Town Council
requested an alternative access route from Castaic to the
Tesoro del Valle community. The alternative access route

Chapter 3: Circul~Yios~ Element

would generally travel southeasterly from Ridge Route Road,

in the center of the Castaic community, to Tesoro del Valle

Drive near its intersection with Copper Hill Drive.

The Town Council requested that this alternative access

route be designated on the County's Master Plan of High-

ways. The County's Interdepartmental Engineering Com-

mittee (IEC) evaluated this request and determined that

4he route should not be designated on the Master Plan of

Highways. 'Ihe IEC's determination was based on two fac-

tors. First, the route ivoald traverse steep topography and
other environmental. constraints, making construction of

a Highway extremely difficult and expensive. Second, the

route would traverse lands where minimal future develop-

ment is envisioned by the Land Use Map.

Although the alternative access route is not designated on

the Master Plan of Highways, it could be constructed as
a collector street. As described earlier in this Element, a
collector street is a roadway which has an ultimate roadway
section of two lanes with limited vehicular access to the

roadway from driveways and cross streets..Any future

land division in this area will be regixired to explore the

feasibility of accommodating the roadway and reserving

right-of-way or constructing the roadway, where deemed

appropriate.

Sin Fra~cisq~ita C~ngor► R~~d E~t~nsaoa~
The Circulation Element includes a proposed extension of

San Francisquito Canyon Road, north of Copper Hill Drive

that would connect directly to McKean Parkway. Prior to

the adoption of this Area Plan, the proposed extension was

designated as'a Secondary Highway. As mentioned earlier

in this Element; the proposed extension was recommended

to be reclassified as a Limited Secondary Highway as a

result of the traffic analysis conducted for this Area Plan.

Accordingly, the proposed extension is now designated

as a Limited Secondary Highway on the Master Plan of

Highways (see ExhibitG-2 in this Area Plan).

The community expressed concerns regarding the proposed
extension of San Francisquito Canyon Road.. Although

the community acknowledged that a Limited Secondary

Highway would have fewer potential impacts on the local

community than a Secondary Highway, they requested

.that the proposed extension be completely removed from

the Master Plan of Highways. The request was evaluated

and it was determined that the proposed extension should
remain on the Master Plan of Highways. The determination
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was based on the need for safe, effective circulation in the
area, as the proposed extension is superior to the current
alignment of San Francisquito Canyon Road. However, the
community's concerns were acknowledged, especially as
they related to equestrian users.

Prior to the construction of the proposed extension;of San
Francisquito .Canyon Road, the County will conduct out-
reacl~ to the community and will investigate any concerns
that are expressed. To ensure that concerns are addressed
and potential impacts are minimized, .the County will
also implement any required traffic mitigations. These
mitigations could include an equestrian crossing above or
below the roadw,ay> provided that the crossing is technically,
environmentally, and financially feasible.

1' ~ ~ 1 1►►~`►

Finding fir Roadways
Metro has the authority as the Regional Transportation
Planning Agency to award regional transportation funds
in Los Angeles County. Metro administers two local trans-

portationsales tax initiatives, receiving the collected funds
from the State. The primary sQUrces of Metro funds are
local sales taxes.. (Propositions A and C) and portions of the
State and. federal gasoline tax. California sales tax on motor
vehicle fuel provides additional, revenue. Metro provides
finding directly to projects through grants of local funds,
or indirectly through allocated federal or State grants.

Another funding source for traffic improvements is provided
by developers, who are required to provide infrastructure
to; support new growth as it occurs. As part of the land use
entitlement and subdivision approval process; developers
are required to build,on-site roadway improvements and to
contribute their fair share to off-site improvements. Often
this fair-share contribution to off-site regional. improve-
ments is collected in the form of a traffic impact fee.

City and County have received sufficient funds over the
last 10 years to make significant improvements to the street
systems in the Valley., More improvements are planned;
including completion of the Cross-Valley Connector, road
widening, and intersection improvements. However, the
availability of funding is limited and targeted to increasing
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capacity of the existing roadway system. Additionally, the
Valley's topography, with its ridgelines, canyons„drainage
courses, and utility rights-of-way,. makes building many new
arterial highways and freeways infeasible for environmental
as well as financial reasons. As,a result of these constraints,
no new frcew~ys or new arterial highways are planned as
part of this Circulation Elemeni, other than those planned
for in the prior Element. Instead, the Element proposes
methods and policies ,to make more. ef~icient,use of the
existing roadway system through various types of system
improvements,,as described in this section.

1"ravel D~maa~d Ma~agerre~~t
Travel pemand Management (TDM) refers to strategies
intended to result in more efficient use. pf transportation
resources, which may include moving people more efficiently
as well as designing land uses to reduce distances between
destinations. Typical TDM strategies include;policies to
reduce congestion through alternative work schedules, use
ofhigh-occupancy vehicle lanes, promotion of alternative
travel modes, and mixed-use zoning designations. The
City's Non-Motorized Transportation Plan identified the
following,TDM measures which could effectively reduce
vehicle trips in the Santa Clarity Valley:

Employer incentives to,proxnote alternatives to single-
occupancyvehicle work trips;

• Employer incentives to promote ridesharing;
• Promotion of alternative work schedules, including

compressed work weeks, staggered shifts, and flex
time;

• Guaranteed Ride Home programs for employees who
use. alternative,travel modes to work;

• Telecommuting;
• Shuttle buses along high-use,routes; and
. Increased use ofnon-motorized travel modes.

In addition to the,Gity's plans for non-motorized transporta-
tionimprovements, regional plans have been developed to
promote alternative travel modes. The Long Range Trans-
portation Plan for Los Angeles County, approved;in April
2006 by the Metro Board, establishes goals and. strategies
to imprQVe mobility, air quality, and access throughout
the County. Strategies, include TDM measures such as
incentives by employers. for alternative travel modes by
employees. and smart growth strategies to maximize :use
of public transit.



Parking a~agem~~t
' Parking management refers to strategies that encourage

efficient use ̀of parking spaces as a method of reducing
vehicle trips: Recent studies have concluded that park-
ing spaces a're provided at°'a higher rate than needed to
support' development: Tn his book Tli e High Gost of Free
Parking, UC~;A Urban Planning Professor'Dr. D"onald
Shoup presents documentation supporting'his conclu-
sion that reforming parking policy will lead to better
pedestrian environments, cleaner streets and air, safer
shopping districts, and no significant i`ncorivenience to
motorists.z In addition, the reduction of parking require-
mentsmay free land for other more beneficial uses, and
alleviate"tl~e'heat-island effect of large asphalt parking
lots. Based on these concepts, some cities have revised
their zoning ordinances to reduceparking requirements.
Possible parking management` strategies for`the Santa
Clarity Valley include the following:'

Allowance for shared parking befween uses and
:.:sites;

' Provision of public parking to serve multiple uses;
Within transit-oriented,'mixed-use ̀areas, the sepa-
ration of parking requirements from development
entitlements;

• ̀Pricixig'(fee parking) strategies;
• Regulation of parking to restrict d`uraCion arid desig-

nation of'spaces for employees and resdents;`and
• Restricting vehicles witfiinpedestrian-oriented areas.

Intersection lonproverrr~nts
''Traffic congestion is usually generated at intersections;
due to turn movements, pedestrian crossings,'§ignal
timing and other traffic control devices. If traffic flow at
intersections is maintained, then the intervening road-
waysegments also generally operate at acceptable'levels
of service. As noted above, the City has implemented
programs for'intersection'monitoring and signal syn-
chronization to improve capacity at intersections.

Based on the traffic model' analysis undertaken for tl~e
Orie Valley One Vision planning effort, which evalu-
ated 23 key intersections within the Santa Glarita Valley,
intersection improvements are required at the following
locations. These improvements may include but are not
limited to ̀additional turn lanes, installation of traffic
signals, synchronization of signals, and other' traffic
control devices.
2 Show,Donald. i'he fiigb Catioffree Pc~rkrn3. Chicago: Vlanners Press, 2005.
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City Intersections
• $ouquet Canyon Road at Newhall Ranch Road
• Bouquet Canyon Road at Soledad Canyon Road'
• Sierra Highway at Soledad Canyon Road '`
• Sierra Highway at Newkall Avenue
• McBean Parkway at Newhall Ranch Road
. ̀McBean Parkway at Magic 1Vlountain Parkway

McKean Parkway xt Valencia Boulevard ''
• Valencia Boulevard' at Magic Mountain Parkway

Railroad Avenue at Lyons Avenue
. ' Whites Canyon Road aYSoledad"canyon Road `
• Orchard Village Road at IvIcBean'Parkway

Orchard Village Road aY Wiley Canyon Road

County Intersections
• Tlie' Old Road at Rye Canyon Road

• The Old Road at Magic Mountain Parkway,
• The Old Road at McKean Parkway

• The Old Road at Pico Canyon Road

I.~md`Use S~'r~~~gi~s
As furthef explained in'the Land Use' Element; trip reduc-
tions can be gained by allowing mixed land u"ses so that
residents can walk or bicycle fio needed services; recreational
facilities, parks,'and shops. Theland use plan developed for
the Santa Clarity Valleyincludes many strategies designed
to reduce vehicle trips, including desigriation`of mixed'use
designations; allowance for neighborhood commercial
uses within`residential areas;" allowance for higher resden-
tial densities in urban areas; restrictions on urban sprawl
through'land-use designations; and promotion of transit-
oriented,compact developmenfaround Metrolink stations.
People are generally comfortable walking: to destinations
within one-quarter mile, but' routinely walk one-half mile
to access ̀rail transit.' Surveys of bicycle commuters indi-
cate that average bicycle commute distance can vary from
approximately 4.5 miles", to 7:5 miless. By encouraging
mixed uses,-the land use plan will create opportunities for
non-motorized travel modes.

Cong~stibn Relied'
The strategies ̀identified in this section, including inter-
section'enhancements signal' synchronization; mixed
land uses, transportation demand'and parking demand

3 Srholss6r. rg, Agrawal, Irvin, and (3ekkauchr., "Flow Far, by Which~Route, and Why? A Spatial
An2lysis oC Pedesti~ain Preference;' Mineta 7raiisportatlonmstitute, 2007.
4 Forester, Jahn, "6lcycle Transportation: A Handbook for Cycling 17aiuportation [nyineers,"
iYilT Press, 1494.
S Moritz, William E.,"A Survey of Norch Amerian Rlryde Comtnuters;'Transportation Research
Record 7578, 1997.
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management, and transpo~xation system management, will
all be used. to address traffic congestion. on the Valley's street
and highway system. Hpwever, even with aggressive use of
these programs,.traffic congestion may,still occur at same
locations due to daily and seasonal fluctuations,in traffic
volumes, lack of a grid pattern of streets to provide alternate
routes to motorists, and relatively high volumes of traffic
concentrated along major.: arterial corridors,. The most cost-
effectiveway toachieve congestion relief on surface streets
will be provision of alternative transportation modes that
are convenient, .safe, efficient, pleasant and cost-effective,
as described in later sections of this Element. ,

IX. RAIL S~RV~C

~o6 Ereght,~~rvice
The rail freight element.. of the State Rail Plan provides a
detailed account of the State's rail system,,including service
in North Los Angeles County. ;Port projections in Sauth-
ern California show a doubling of international container
shipments by year 2020. Capacity issues are, a growing
concern_ among California's railroads and rail freight ship-
pers. There is only one rail line extending through :the
Santa Clarity Valley, which is shared by both freight and
passenger rail service. Only. about five freight trains per.
day use; the rail line. The primary issue for freight service
on this line is competition with the service needs of pas-
sengerrail, and potential conflicts with surface street traffic
atrail crossings...

Due to the. rapidly increasing use of the ports at San Pedro
and Long Beach, it has. been proposed that the. port facili-

t es at Port Hueneme in. Ventura County be expanded to
handle a largex proportion of incoming freight, As part of
this proposal, a-fxeight rail line,has been proposed £rom
Port Hueneme through Santa Clarity to Victorville, which
is emerging as a distribution hub. ~-ioFveyer, th~s.concept
has not won wide;support in the Santa Clarity Valley, due
to concerns about potential environmental impacts as well
as economic Feasibility. Other rail needs, such as additional
grade separations and capacity expansion of the Antelope
Valley Route (through double-tracking. and/or passing sid-
ings) have been identified as more necessary and feasible
within the Valley,,

M~trali~k 5~rvice
The Southern California Regional Rail Authority (SCRRA)
operates Metrolink, afive-county commuter rail network
of over 400 miles. Metrolink's seven commuter rail routes

toi

all connect at Union. Station near downtown, Los Angeles>
where connections to _other trains operated by Amtrak
can be made, or where riders may. board buses, vans, or
the Metro Red Line subway to other Los Angeles locations.
Union Station also provides connections to the Metro Gold
Line, a light rail transit line connecting to Pasadena and
other San Gabriel Valley destinations, and to Los Angeles
International Airport (LAX) via the Metro Purple, Blue and
Green light rail lines or tie Fly-Away Bus service. Average
daily ridership on all Metrolink commuter train lines trains
is over 48,000, and more than one mi,llian passengers ride
Metrolink trains each month.

Metrolink began service between Santa Clarita, the San
Fernando Valley, Burbank, Glendale and Los Angeles
Union Station in 1992. Metrolink now provides commuter

service between Santa Clarita and downtown. Los Angeles,
Glendale, Burbank, San Fernando, and the Antelope Valley.
The Antelope Valley line, operates on the Union Pacific rail

line, which is also used for freights rail service. About 24
Metrolink trains per day use the line.

When established in 1992, Metrolink commuter rail ser-
vice included only one station, the Santa Clarity station in
Saugus, near Soledad Canyon Road about two miles east of
Valencia..This station has parking for about 500 vehicles,
restroom facilities, and. a passenger .drop-off area. The
station► also serves as a major transit center for buses. A
second. station,:Via Princessa> was opened, as a temporary
facility in 19, 94 to serve Canyon Country residents in the
wake of the Northridge earthquake. This statign contains
42p parking spaces. Recommendations todevelop a perma-
nent Metrolinkstation with transfer facilities to accommo-
datebus service, and increased;park-and-ride spaces, were
included in the City's, 2006 Transportation Development
Plan. ,The Jai Heidt Newhall station opened in.2000 with
150 parl~ing spaces, and-was later expanded by ~n additional
100 spaces in 2006. A need has.been identified for a future
fourth station on the east side of the Valley.

As of 2008, 12 commuter trains run: daily. in each, direction
on the Antelope; Valley line from Monday through Friday,
with five trains: departing Santa. Clarity to Union Station
before 8:00 a.m. Three of the .twelve daily trains in each
direction do not extend to theAntelope Valley, and City of

Santa Clarity Transitprovides,connecting express buses for
those,trips. Commuters benefit from the lime's easy access
to the Metro Red Line subway and buses. Reduced Saturday



and Sunday service is also available on-the Antelope Valley
Lirie, with six Trains on Saturday and three Trains on'Sunday
running between Unori Station and Lancaster.

Approximately 6,500 passengers fiypically ride'the Antelope
Valley Line on weekdays, with about1,100 passengers from
the Santa ClarYa Valley. 'Interviews with riders indicatie
'that gas prices, 'avoiding clogged freeways, environmental
concerns, and time forreading'while commuting are pr-
maryreasons for riding''1Vletrolnk. Recently some issues of
crowding have been identified by passengers of the Antelope
Valley line. In response to increased`' ridership, SLRRA
ordered new cars which were in use on the Antelope Val-
leylne in 2008. Passengers have also asked for additional
runs 'during mid-day hours.

An abandoned ̀railroad right-of-way parallels State Route
126 and Magic Mountain Parkway connecting Santa Clarity
with Fillmore and Santa Paula in Ventura County.' A portion
of the railroad corridor has been'displaced by development
along Magic Mountain Parkway. If this "right-of=way were
re-used for transportation purposes, a new alignment would
be required over much` of this distance: The Newhall Larid
and Farming Company has indicated its`intenYto preserve
the segment ofright-of-way within its'development area'to
allow for potential future use as a railpassenger corridor,
and has indicated interest in constructidn of a'station and
park-and-ride lot. No funding has been identified for "rail
in this corridor; however, future rail service between the
Santa Clarity Valley and Ventura County could be pro-
vided through'this linkage. "One proposal being studied
by the 'Ventura County`Transporfation Committee calls
for extending the Santa Paula Line to tfle terminus at the
Santa Clarity IvIetrol nk Rail Station. The Santa Clarity City
Council has supported extending'the Santa Paula Line into
the Santa Clarity Valley for tourism and'passeriger service,
but has not indicated'support for "any portion~of this line
to be used for freight service. `'

Another concern regarding commuter rail service in the
Valley is the number'of at-grade crossings in urbanized
areas; which have the potential to result in conflicts with.
vehicles and pedestrians, especially during'pealc traffic
periods: In California, grade crossings are regulated by
the State'Publ c Utilities Commission, whose policy is to
increase public safety by reducing'the number of at-grade
crossings. Additional "at-grade crossings will generally

C9~~pter ~: tirculataan Elemen#

not be allowed'except where the Total number does' not

increase. Opportunities forgrade separations will6e con

sidered where feasible in the future. In`the North Newhall

Specific Plan, where an at-grade crossing is proposed to be

relocated and improved; upgrades to other crossings'may

also he proposed.

In cooperation'with SCRRA; the City has studied a'pro

posed`realighment ofthe Metrolink tracks within the Whit-

taker-Bermite "property; however, due td the-cost of such

realignment it was found to be`irifeasible. Planning studies

for this area are also acldressin'g the issue of grade separa-

tions to allow for extension of two major arterial streets

(Magic Mountain Parkway and Santa Glarita>Parkway).

Amtrak Cali~~rni~
Amtrak California rail service does not operate between
Bakersfield and Santa Clarity: However; Amtrak California
operates an extensive network of daily express buses along
I=5 that conned Soutfiern California to and from the daily
Sari Joaquin trains thatoriginate at the'Bakersfield Amtrak
station. Of these connecting Bakersfield' buses, a total of
five daily northbound'and six daily' southbound trips stop
in Santa Clarity at the Newhall Metrolink station. -

WighSpeed RaiFD~~vel~pm~n
The State of Californa`has been studying the feasibility of
a statewide intercifyhigh speed rail network`since the early
1990's:' Various possible alignments have been looked at by
the California High Speed Rail Authority for the 700-mile
route linking the cities of Sacramento, San Francisco, Los
Angeles and San Diego: The proposed rail system would
use steel wheels on steel rails and Be powered by electricity,
with`top speeds of over'200 miles per hour: One segment
of the proposed route'would' extend from Union Station in
Los Angeles to Bakersfield, through the San Fernando Val-
ley,Santa Glarita, the Antelope' Valley, and Tehachapi Pass.
Under this'scenario, the closest station serving Santa Clarity
would likely be Sylmar. The greatest potential impacts of
a high speed 'rail line on the Santa Clarity Valley maybe
from noise, aesthetics,-and on biological resources along
the Santa Clara River. The environmental studies for this
project'are underway. ''

In addition to the State's high speed rail project, the Orange-
line Development Authority (OLDA) was formed as a joint
powers authority to finance, design, construct, and oper-
ate an environmentally sensitive, high-speed transporta-
tion system. OLbA includes 14 Orange County and Los

io2
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Angeles County cities, including the City of Santa Clarita.

The new transportation infrastructure is proposed as an

elevated transportation system that would provide service

between Irvine and Palmdale with stations located at key

locations along the 108-mile route, including one in .the

Santa Clarity Valley adjacent- to the Antelope Valley Free-

way. Vehicles in the new system would travel at,top speeds

of 120 miles per hour. Other high-speed lines would link

Los Angeles International Airport to airports in Ontario

aid Palmdale as well as Las Vegas.. To date, the alterna-
tives analysis, feasibility analysis>; and Phase 1 Engineering
have been completed. The next step is to begin;work on
the Environmental Impact Report. The City and,County
will work.cooperative~y,with the OLDA on tl~e alignment
for the new system thr9ugh the Manning area to identify
the most suitable station site in_ the Santa Clarity Valley.
While the station is envisioned generally in the vicinity of
the Antelope Valley Freeway,.more information is needed
before a specific site can be. identified. The st~tio~ would
serve as a regional hub within the Santa Clarity Valley but
would also act a,s; a gateway between the Valley ar~d the
rest of California; The station area would likely contain
hotels, parking structures, office buildings, retail spade,
residential units and even recreational ox cultural amenities.
The station would require significant investment in new
infrastructure and would require a large amount of land.
Several possible locations exist, including an area known as
the Vulcan properties, located in the eastern portion of the
planning area east of the current City limits. Planning for
the new transportation system remains, preliminary and it
is too early in the process to know whxchpotential station
site would best serve the Valley's high-speed transportation
needs with the least impact on existing development.

X.=AIR SERVICE

Aviation facilities are an integral component of theregional
transportation system. ,'Ihe Los. Angeles. World Airports
(LAWA) provides commercial air travel to the planning area
through its.~nan facilities in Los Angeles (LAX); the Van
Nuys Regional Airport; and Palmdale Regional Airport. In
addition, the Burbank/Glendale/Pasadena Regional Airport
(also cabled the Bob, Hope,Airport) serves residents of the
planning area.

Santa Clarity Valley residents primarily use the Bob Hope
Airport in Burbank for shorter distance:flights,and LAX
for international flights, or for destinations not served
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by Burbank. In addition to taxi service, there are shuttle
services providing trips to local airports, including the
Van Nuys Fly-Away Shuttle..Fly-Away service to LAX is
also available from Union Station in Los ,Angeles, which
connects with Metrolink service to tk~e Santa Clarity Valley.

Manned expansion of passenger air service at the Palmdale
Regional Airport is being studied as an alternative to con-
tinuedexpansion of service at LAX. Officials representing
the Santa Clarity Valley have indicated support for this. plan,
which would make air, service more accessible to Valley

residents. Due to congestion on Interstate Routes 5 and X05,
expanded airport operations in Palmdale would provide
a shorter and less congested alternative for air passengers
from the Santa Clarity Valley.

The Agua Dnlce Airpark is a privately owned airport serving
general aviation needs with one runway, aizcraft parking,
fuel, and: basic passenger, services. the Airpark: averages
about 28 operations per week and store~,about ~5 aircraft.
Most of the Airpark's activity involves local operations.

The Airpark is located in an unincorporated area of Los
Angeles County, and the County has adopted an Airport
.Land Use Plan to protect the clear zones and ensure land
use compatibility with airport operations. In 2006, the
County approved continued operation; and, expansion, of
Airpark Services, including allowing up to 300 airplanes
and adding helicopter operations.

There are also several helipads in the planning. area, used
for medical transport, law enforcement, fire department
activities, and other special transport needs. 'Ihe locations
of these hel~pads axe shown on Figure. G; 4.

XI. PUBkIC TRANSIT AND OTHER
TRANSPaR~'AT~ON 5ERVaCES

City of Sar~t~ ~N~ri~~ Transit
Local and regional bus service;is provided by City of Santa
Clarity Transit, which operateslocal routes within the plan-
ningarea and commuter service into and out of Downtown
Los Angeles, Century City, the Antelope Valley, end Warner
Center.. The City of Santa Clarity assumed responsibility
for local transit in 1991 from Los Angeles County, which
operated a small transit system. Under City management,
express. services, to the San Fernando. Valley,, West Los
Angeles, and downtown. Los Angeles were expanded. The



City completed a Transit Development Plan (TDP) in 1997
which made several'recom`mendations'for improvements
and modifications. Since 1997 and based on the TDP, total
transit system'ridership has more than doubled: Tlie City
updated'fihe TDP in 2006.

1Nith ridership of 3.7`million passengers in 2006, City of
Santa Clarita Transit provides connection§ with services.
by Metrolink, Antelope Valley Transit Authority, Metro,
and• other regional transit providers. City of Santa Clarita
Transit provides service on nine local fixed routes, nine
commuter'express routes, Four station link routes; and
supplemental school day service. Local'r`outes provide
service seven days a week while the remaining services oper-
ate on weekdays only.. Express bases operate fo and from
the Antelope Valley, downtown Los Angeles, Westwood/
Century-City, and Woodland'Hills. 'City of Santa Clarita
Transit's regional routes serve several'park-and-ride lots
located'throughout the Valley; as well as the Sarit~ Clarita
and Newhall Metrolink'stiations.

The City has adopted a program to subsidize fares for senior
citizens, and' all buses are wheelchair` accessible. City of
Santa Clarita Transit also provides daily Dial-a-Ride (DAR)
service'within the Valley to provide service to senior citi-
zens'and disabled'resdents. '1Vluch'of tfie DAR services
are to`the Adult'Day Care Cer~ter'and the Senior Center in
Newhall. DAR passengers represent- only two percerif'of
daily patronage, but almost 20 percent of the transit budget.
the updated`TDP proposes several operational improve-
ments to improve efficiency of this program. °'

Anew state-of-the-art transit mantenancefacility opened
in the Rye Canyon Business Park in Apri12006, replacing
scattered facilities rented from the prvafe'sector. The
building was constructed using environmentally-sensitive
design features and materials, including hay-bale walls and
drought-resistant landscaping, and has received a Gold
rating from the U. S. Green Building Council under the
Leadership fn Envirori'merital'Energy and Design (LEED)
rating system. In 2002, the McKean Regional Transfer
Center was opened adjacent to the Valencia Town Center;
this facility providesa central transfer focal point to serve
the community and has improved overall efficiency.

The City of Santa Clarity Transit's 2006 TDP calls fora 58
percent expansion of services over the next several years.
In the future, the major'capital"facility needs for transit will

Chapfer ~: ~ir~~siat~m~ ~ien~en~

be additional buses and vehicles. Planned improvements
include 'automated vehicle location equipment, passenger
information systems; and automated ridership count equip-
ment. Signage will be posted throughout the community
to highlight when buses will arrive; this information will
also be accessible through' personal` computers and hand
held`computer devices:

The areas generating the highest transit ridership are
Newhall-and Canyon Country in the vicinity of the inter-
section of Soledad Canyon Road and Sierra Highway. Tfie
Gity and County have opportunities 'to promote denser,
transit-oriented development in areas where transit use is
already high. Low-density residential ̀development along
the outskirts of the urban area provides the least opportu-
nity to make effective use of transit. `'

The 2006 TDP'dentified major employers and other activ-

itycenters which are served bytransit, including Six"Flags
Magic Mountain, Henry Mayo Newhall Memorial Hospital,
the Valencia'Industral Center, the' VaPenca Commerce
Center, and the'Valencia Town Center. Tlie Plan also iden-
tified employers and'destinations that are not yet served.
According to the Plan, "transit service is'desirable at loca-
tionswhere very large'employers o~ clusters of employment

are found. Locationsthat attract large riumbers`ofvistiors,
students, children, the elderly or disabled should also have
transit'service available."

City of Santa Clarity Transit provides good' coverage'and

generates high rider§hip throughouti-the Valley. How-
ever; about 40 percent of the Valley's residents live outside
a 1/4-mile walking distance from a bus route, generally

accepted as the distance most people are readily willing

to walk to bus service. Lack of adequate access to transit
stops causes service deficiencies in Sand Canyon, Castaic,
Val Verde, Placerita Canyon, and other areas along the
rural fringe. 'Iri soiree areas, 'such as Placerita'Canyon and
Calgrove Boulevard, gates have been installed across'col-
lector streets, precluding transit service in adjacent ̀neigh-

borhoods. Even irn more urbanized areas, liarriers'that

separate'residents from transit-stops include steep terrain,
aqueducts, flood control channel's; power line' corridors,
walled neighborhoods, lark of street connectivity, and grade
separations. Many of the internal paseo systems do not
connect to transit stops. There is a need for better pedes-
trian links to transit stops throughout the Valley in order
to increase ridership:

Boa
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In recent years, increased ridership and traffic. congestion

have affected service reliability. by delaying buses. The
intersection of Soledad Canyon Road and Bouquet Canyon
Road has been particularly probl~mat~c in causing ,bus
delay; however, completion of the Cross Valley Connector
is expected to alleviate sore of this delay, In addition, it,is
recommended that traf~tc; signals be programmed to give
priority to buses at major intersections. Congestion is also
caused by lack of adequate bus turnouts on heavily traveled
arterial streets; these should be designed with sufficient
length to allow the bus to re-enter the travel lane.

The City has implemented a transit impact fee to recover
capital costs from new devel9pment to mitigate impacts of
that development on the transit system. This fee is currently
under review with respect to anticipated system needs. In

the future, the County„FVill also :evaluate the feasibility ,oF
adopting a similar fee to fund the capital, costs of expand-
ingthe public transit system to serve new development in
unincorporated areas of the Valley.

Com~ut~r "C~anst, Ser~6ce
City of Santa Clarita Transit operates. local commuter ser-

vice into and out of downtown Los Angeles, Century City,
the Antelope Valley,. and .Warner. Center. Most. of these
routes are well used; use. is monitored and adjustments are

made to times if necessary to accommodate demand. The

busiest commuter transit stops serve the Metrolink stations
.and park-a'nd-ride lots. Commuters have ider~tiified the

need to increase service to downtown Los Angeles during

mid-day hours, and to provide service to North Hollywood,
which is served'by the 1Vletro Qrange anc~ Red Zines. Gify
of Santa Clarity Transit wi11 continue to expand service to

meet customer needs as,funding allows.

Special Tr~msi~ ~~r~uices
City of Santa Clarity Transit provides special bus routes to
major destination points throughout the Los Angeles area
and to special events. Other special transit services include
provision of transit to the Getty Center, Hollywood` Bowl;
beaches, and various festivals with destinatipns and routes
determined on ~ri as-neededbasis.

In order to facilitate multi-modal transportation, City of

Santa Glarita Transit installed bicycle racks on all buses
in July, 2006. These racks can accommodate.two to three

bicycles: per bus., Approximately 100 riders per month use

the bicycle racks.
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bus 5t~p Irro r~~~ ~~t Program
°ihe Bus Stop Improvement Program identified opportuni-

ties to create uniform and aesthetically pleasing bps stop
improvements throughout City and County portions of the

Santa Clarita Valley. As highly visible features,within the

streetscape right-of-way, bus shelters and benches provide
an opportunity to assist in creating a distinctive identity for

the Valley,, as well as promoting a positive environment fqr

transit riders. A goal of the program is to remove shelters
that provide advertising and replace them with an archi-
tecturally enhanced bus shelter design that meets federal

regulations and enhances the Valley's image.

A significant need identified in the 2Q06 TDP was improving

accessibility, convenience and safety for bus stops. Some

stops have no paved waiting areas for transit riders to stand

while waiting for the bus, causing them to stand on unpaved

shoulders of busy streets, or in landscaped areas where

sprinklers spray. intermittently. ,'if~e Plan recommended

retrofitting bus waiting areas to provide pavement and con-

~ections to walkways, and ensuring that new development

provides,or contributes to'adequate transit stop facilities as

a condition of approval, wh~r.`e appropriate. .

Park-~~d-ride Lois
Six park-and-ride lots are located in and near the planning

area to encourage the use of public transit for a portion of

commuter travel`. All park-and-ride lots within the City
Have transit service except for the lot at Golden Valley Road

at SR-14. Several of the dark-and-ride lots, including Yhos

at the Newhall and Santa Clarita ivIetrolink stations, are

at or exceeding capacity. Additional commuter parking is
provided in scattered locations within businesses adjacent

to transit routest

The 2006 TDP identified a need for development of a major

..(500+ spaces) park-and-ride lot at the intersection of;Newhall

Avenue and Sierra Highway. In addition to improving

service at that location,` a larger lot would increase park-

ing capacity at the Newhall arid. Santa Clarity Metrolink

Stations by diverting somebus riders from parking at`the

Metrolink stations.. A second park~and-ride lot is also

needed near the ̀McKean Transfer Station, according to
the,plan. Funding souarcesfar these improvements.are

being evaluated.



School bus Trar~~p~r~ation `
Each of the elementary school districts provides limited
yellow bus transportation to students. Over the last decade
the William S. Hart School District has" gradually elimi-
nated school' buses to junior high and;liigh schools.' City
of Santa Clarity Transit provides transit services near the
schools, providing an alternative means of transportation
for students although not designated as the ofTicial school
transport provider.

Tani Servers
Taxi service is provided' in the' Santa Clarity Valley by Yel-
lowCab and Eagle Cab Companies, which have comparable
rates.. There are`no subsidies provided for taxi service:`

Xal. NON•1NOi'ORIZED TRAVEL MODS

Accarding to the regional planning agency; Southern Cali-
forniaAssociation ofGovernments (SLAG), average travel
time on southern California r6adways is higher than both
the state and national averages. The resulting congestion
contributes to poor air quality, opportunity`costs of delay,
high energy costs, and greenhouse gas emissions contrib-
uting to global climate change,, and decreased quality`of

Table C-4' f gas in the InteY Jurisdittiona! Bikeway Np*.,vor!~ -San

30 ~ Old Road ~ LA County

Chaptee 3: Circ~latios~ Element

life for residents: Tfie Congestion Management Program
for Los Angeles County predicts that the largest increase
in daily trips is`expected to occur in North-Los Angeles
Countq; including the Santa Clarita and Antelope Valleys.
Because of the expected growth within the Santa Clarta`
Valley, and the growing concern about traffic congestion,
a major component ofthe Circulation Element is promo-
tion of non-motorized travel modes; including bikeways
and walkways.

Plana~6ng far ilre~r~~s
A vital component of the Valley's circulation system is
an integrated system' of bikeways, both on ̀street and off-
street. An interconnected network of safe and convenient
bikeways provides residents with both recreational benefits
and options for reducing vehicle trips for short trips.''Iu
addition, providing attractive bikeways can provide public
health benefits by encouraging'exercis`e.

For planning purposes; bikeways are classified as to their
location and type_ into three categories. A Class I bikeway
is an exclusive, two-way path for bicycles that is completely
separated from a street or highway. Class II bike lanes are
signed and striped one-way lane's on streets'or llig}iways;
typically at the edge of the pavement: Bike lanes pro-
vide ademarcated space for bicyclists'wthin the roadway

Clar~r~ ~i~~iA,~

Located along Old Road
adjacent to Golden State
Freeway. Connection

~ between Valencia, Santa
Clarity and San Fernando
Road Metrolink right-of-
way bike path in the San
Fernando Valley

May require shoulder
improvei~~ents and road
widening in some places to
create Class it or III bikeway
May require shoulder
improvements and road
widening in some places to
o~eate Class U or III hi{.eway.

Conneet~o~~ between Santa 
May require shoulder

-Route-126 ~ LA County ~ Cldritd disci the Ventura 
iCnprovernc nts and road

'~ CounXyLm,e. 
wicleniny in some placesto
create Class II or III bikeway.

Connection bet~~veen Santa
May require shoulder

X19 Castaic/
~' Santa Clariti/LA County

Clarity and Castaic Lake
along Castaic Creek, San

ini rovements and road~San Fr~~ncisquito Creek
Francisquito Creek, and the

~videninca in some ~I~ces ro

i Golden State Freeway
~reaie Class II or III bikevday.

~~ay regal+e s~,oulcler
Connection between the

50 Sierra Highway Santa Clarity/LA County Old Road and Soledad
improvements and road
Widening in`some places to'Canyon Bike Path
create Class II or IIF k5ikeway:

Source: Los Angeles Metropolitan Transportation Authority: 2006 Metro Bicycle Transportation Strategic Plan, p.103-704.
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right-of-way, which is especially. important on streets with
moderate or higher volumes and speeds. Class III bike
routes share the right-of-way with vehicles; they may be
signed, but are not exclusively striped -for use by cyclists:
Although bike routes offer little benefit to cyclists on busy
roadways, they can be used to guide cyclists through the
street network, pn any street carrying over J 0,000 vehicles
per day at speeds of 30 mph or higher,.stripedbike lanes
are recommended over bike routes, In selecting routes for

bikeways that sharQ the right-of-way with vehicles, design
criteria, include connectivity, traffic volumes, speeds, curb
width, intersection protection, and the numbex o~ com-
mercial driveways.

In, planning for bikeways, consideration should also be
given to the differing needs of experienced cyclists versus
casual riders,.and,to utilitarian cyclists versus recreational

riders. I,n,,general, cyclists. who are less experienced or who
are riding for er~joyme~~; prefer using Mass I, .off-street
bike paths that are lancisc~ped, shaded, and may meander
~hzough neighborhoods or open areas, Cyclists who are
experienced racers, long-distance. ric~er~, or who. regularly
ride as a way of commuting to work or services,, generally
prefer to ride within the travel lanes of the right-of-way
because the directness of,the route is more important than
visual interest, and they can avoid conflicts with recreational
trail users and pedestrians.

Regior~~l ~ik~wa~ ~~~~~~ning
The MTA Board adopted the Metro Bicycle Transportation
Strategic Plan in 2006 to, promote bicycle: use throughout
tk~e County. ;The Plan's vision is to make cycling a viable
travel choice bypromoting links between,bicycle facilities
and the transit network.. The,Plan identifies four "bike-
transit" hubs within the Santa Clarity Palley: the Valley's
three IvIetrolink commuter~rail stations, and the McKean
Transfer Station. ,

Another goal of the Metro Bicycle. Transportation Strategic
Plan was to evaluate gaps;in the _}nte~-jurisdictional bike-
way network connecting cities and unincorporated,.areas
to destinations .and transit stops, and provide strategies
for connecting bikeway links. Where gaps in the system
were identified, city and'countyplanners are encouraged to
consider projects to complete the<bikeway network.
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Within. the Santa Clarita Valley, Four gaps in the inter-
jurisdictionalbikeway network were identified by the Metro
play. These axe summarized in Table C-4. Funds are ava l-
able,from the Bicycle Transportation Account program to
help improve bicycle facilities, provided local agencies have

adopted. Bicycle Transportation Plans. The City of Santa
Clarita's Noy-Motorized Transportation Plan will fulfill
this funding requirement.

It should be noted that a portion of Bikeway.. Link No. 31
in Table C-4 extends through the Newhall Ranch Specific
Plan area, adopted by Los Angeles County in 2Q03. The
Master,Plan for Txails within the. Specific Plan shows_a
regional trail planned adjacent,to the Santa Glara River
from the eastern edge of the project to the Ventura County
Line. When completed, this trail Will fulfill the need,for a
bikeway connection between the Santa Clarita Valley and
Ventura County. ,

Both the Gity and the,Gounty have actively planned for
and promoted development of trails and bikeways. Los
Angeles County has adopted and is currently updating the
County Plan of Bikeways, which divides the County into six
subareas, of which the North Coanty area is one. When
the update is complete, the County's bikeway plan will be
incorporated into the comprehensive Valley-wide bikeway
plan in this Element (Figure G5).

City of ~a rata C~~rita ~ile~vuay Pl~n~ireg {
The City of Santa Clarita first adopted the Multi-Use Cor-
ridor System plan as part of its Circulation Elen:ient update
in 1997. The Multi-Use Corridor Systgm is a trail system
that serves a combination of users, including,pedestri-

ans, bicyclists, and equestrians; an example of this type of
facility is the South Fork Trail.. Multi-Use Corridors are
encouraged within and adjacent to local river and flood
plain facilities, and typically include aright-of-way of 17
feet in, order to provide separation between cyclists and
pedestrians. Where equestrian use is allowed, aminimum
of 30 feet is ,desirable.

The first bike. paths built. in the City generally follovged the
Santa Clara River and its tributaries. Newer paths have been
developed which connect; residential neighborhoods to the
river paths. Bike paths exist in most neighborhoods, pro-
viding connections to the Santa Clarity Metrolink Station,
several schools, businesses along Soledad Canyon Road and
McKean Parkway, and to recreational opportunities along

the rivers. Grade-separated undercrossings are generally
provided where Class I bike paths cross: major highways.



The City of Santa Clarifa initiated preparation of a Non-
Motorized Transportation Plan in 2006; with the general
goal of'reducing the number and length of vehicle trips
throagh promotion of'walkirig and biking as alternate
modes of transportation. In undertaking a plan to increase
non-motorized transportation, the City identfied'qualty
oflife benefits such as reduced noise from traffic, better air
quality, reduced fuel costs, and less time spent in traffic
congestion. The resultingplan, entitled City of Santa Clarita
Non-Motorized'Transportation Plan, found that generally
people tend to walk to destinations within 'fa-mile, and vike
to destinations wifhin"Iz-mile. 'Other studies have found
that people routinely walk one-half mile to access rail transit
band surveys of bicycle commuters indicate That average
bicycle comriiutie distance can vary from approximately 4:5
miles', to 7.5 miles$. Initial surveys of residents and cyclists
indicated that some of the reasons cited for not walking'or
cycling to destinations included the following:

` Too many cars that drive too fast; ̀ '
Difficult to cross streets;

• No bike lanes or walking paths; '
Paths in poor conditions;'
Destinations are too far away;

` • Inadequate lighting; and
• Lack of time.

The Gity's Non-Motorized Transportation Plan, adopted..
in June 2008, addressed these issues through develop-
ment ofconnected, safe; and convenientroutes'forcyclsts
and pedestrians. 'Ihe'plan also included a Safe Routes to
Schools Program for three elementary schools. Policies
and programs in the .plan were'designed to identify and
prioritize bikeway needs;` provide a plan fgr'needed facilities
and services; contribute to the quality'of life through'trail
development; improve safety for cyclists and pedestrians;
identify land use patterns that promote walking and cycling;
improve` access to transit; maximize funding opportunities
for trails, and ̀provide educational and incentive programs.
According to City staff, "primary goals ̀of the plan are to
alleviate the current traffic congestion in .the City and to
encourage future decreases in motor vehicle'use by mak-
ng it easier, safer and more enjoyable to bicycle_ and walk
as a gene"ral means of transportation. 'The plan will also
encourage transit use and address equestrian needs:''

6 Scholssberg, A9rawal, Irvin, and6el<koucho, 'liow Far. fiy Whirh Route; and Why? 11 Spati,
Analysis of Peilesirain Preference;" Minata Transportation lnsfit~ite,; 2007.
7 pa~esierJoh~. "Bicycle Transportation: A Fiandbook for Cycling TranspnrtaUon Engineers;'
MI7Press, 199A., _ ,.

8 Moritz,WilltamE.,."ASUrveypfNorth Americanf3icydeCamrnutera;iTransportatlonReseirch
Record I578rt497. '..
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The coordinated master plan for`bikeways in the Santa
Clarita Valley is shown on Figure GS

The City has already taken several steps to encourage walk-
ing and biking including providing bicycle racks on`City
buses; promoting transit=oriented development in Dom u-
town Newhall; constructing over'30 miles of off=street
bicycle trails and over 14 miles 'of bicycle lanes; providing
bicycle lockers at Metralink stations, the McKean transfer
station and City Hall; modifying traffic signal' detection
for bicycles; promoting Bike=To-Work days; and hosting
the Amgen Tour Bicycle Race in 2007.

Within the City of Santa Clarita, many opportunities are
available for recreational riders on Class I trails, and more
such frail$ are planned. The Non-Motorized Transportation
Plan also identified a need to accommodate on'street riders
througfi designation of bike lanes on arterials,. wide curb
lanes, loop detectors at sgxials d̀irect commuter routes; and
protected intersection crossing'locatioiis. In addition, con-
nectionsbetween residential areas and bikeways are needed
to facilitate increased'bicycle nsefor both recreational and
commuting purposes. Y `

~icycl~'Parkin~ and ~~p~~~ Facilities
Adequate bicycle parking to serve transit facilities and com-
mercialareas has also been identified as a goal by both` the
City and the County. Bicycle lockers are provided at all
three Metrolink stations and at City Hall. Several major
employers, such as Six' Flags Magic 1Vlountan and "fhe
1Vlaster's College, provide bicycle' parking and changing
facilities to promote Yi cycle support for employees. In order
to encourage'bcycle`use at major employment and com-
mercial centers, it is necessary that bicycle parking facilities
be secure. Policies have been added tothe Circulation and
Land U'se Elements to require adequate bicycle parking and
support facilities where appropriate.

P~d~s~~~an C6rc~rl~ti~n System
A fundamental goal cif this Area Plan is to create walkable
communities and neighborhoods within the Santa Clarity
Valley: In order to achieve this objective; pedestrian access
musf`be considered in all phases of develop'menYplan-
ning, including site d`e'sign, subdivision design;-and public
improvement projects. The basic needs for pedestrian tiravel
are safety, connectivity, and accessibility for all, including
the disabled.

~~8
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The Valley's existing pedestrian network s,comprised of
sidewalks, paseos, and multi-use trails. Sidewalks are
defined as pathways running alongside a parallel roadway.
Paseos are paved walking paths that provide pedestrian
links outside of the street network: Multi-use trails axe
_unpaved trails that are suitable for walkers, hikers, equ~s-
trians and mountain bikers.

Most of the major roadways in the Valley have,sidewalks
along portions of~their length. Along many arterials, such, as
Soledad Canyon Raad> sidewalks. are located adjacent to the
curb and ,are not buffered fromvehicle traf~'ic by landscaped
parkways, causing an unpleasant walking environrn~nt due
to traffic,noise and fumes. In other areas, such as portions
of McKean Parkway and Newhall Ranch Road, sidewalks
are separated from vehicle lages by landscaped parkways,
resulting in a more user-friendly pedestrian experience.
The network of sidewalks is discontinuous in many areas;
sideFValks are not prpvided on some rgsisienti~l streets, in
some industrial areas, or on designated,xural xoads. Not
all bus .stops are. served by sidewalks,;and in some areas
sidewalks are not provided on both sides of a streeX. Some
aural communities in the Valley, such as Agua Duke and
those with special standards districts such as Placerita
Canyon and Sand Canyon, have. opted not to lave concrete
sidewalks and prefer streetscape designs more: in keeping
with the rural.and equestrian character of these neighbor-
k~oods; however, even in these areas, walking trails of some
type are desirable for pedestrians in certain locations.

Majo~:,intersectons are striped with pedestrian crosswalks,
and signalized intersections have pedestrian push buttons
to activate walk signals.. Pedestrian countdown signals are
planned,for approximately 200. intersections,i~n the City;
about S0 signals have been installed as of 2008, and the
work was completed in 20p9. However, Grossing eight. to
lO lanes of traffic.on streets where speeds average 45 to 55
miles per hour can be daunting for pedestrians. Intersec-
tions can be made more pedestrian-friendly by installing
traffic calming features such as striping; landscaping, and
pedestrian islands. Pedestrian bridges have been provided
for crossing of arterial. streets in several areas throughout
the community; these improvements will continue. to be
required to enhance pedestrian safety and connectivity,
where feasible ~nd.practicaL The. City is also exploring the
feasibility of using round-abouts at certain intersections,
which are designed to slow traffic and allow ~~rging and
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turn movements without causing long periods of idling,for
vehicles, while allowing pedestrians to walk safely around
the intersection.

Portions of the. planning area, such as Valencia and;Sau-
gus, were planned with paseas that provide. attractive,
landscaped pedestrian pathways connecting residential
neighborhoods, commercial and public uses. The Valencia
paseo system.also provides pedestrian overpasses of arterial
streets,to increase public safety and preserve mobility an
the arterials. Paseos were designed to provide connections
between cul-de-sacs, to schogls, neighborhood parks, and
activity areas. They are landscaped,,paved> and illuminated.
In ,some: areas paseos take the place of sidewalks,.

In other portions of the planning area, topography and
subdivision design have discouraged the use of walkways
and, consequently, the. use of public transit. Walled com-
munitiesand steep hills make it difficult for many residents
to conveniently; acce,~s ,buses. operating: on arterials. In
addition,. the Non-Motorized Transportation Plan identi-
fiedthe following needs, for pedestrians:

• $uf~icient crossing tme.atsignalizedintersections;
• Visibility at crossings;

Continuity of walkways; ;
. Adequate walkway width, removing obstructions in

the walkway, and providing buffer or separation from
travel lanes;

• Traffic calming to slow speeds in pedestrian areas; , ,.

• Mixed land uses decreasing distance between destina-
tions; and
Providing connectivity through cul-de-sacs and non-
grid street patterns.

The City's Unified Development Code also contains require-
ments "f'or incorporating non-motorized transportation
amenities into new development. These include requiring
pedestrian access ways through blocks of over 700 feet in
length; requiring; amenities for transit,,users, cyclists and
pedestrians; requiring installation~of pedestrian crossing
treatments near schools,. parks, senior facilities, and other
destinations for.special needs groups;,requirements for
sidewalks in most new development; and requirements
for bicycle parking.

Recommendations for new development by the Non-Mo-
torizedTransportation Plan include increasing connectivity
to encourage walking and bicycling. Subdivision patterns



that create numerous cul-de-sacs, developments surrounded
by`block walls,'and shopping centers with no pedestrian
connections to adjacent neighborhoods are discouraged.
Where cul-de-sacs are used, pedestrian connections to
adjacent streets'should be provided, and walkways should
be provided connecting neighborhoods to services and
facilities. Policies have'been included in the Element to
emphasize these' objectives.

In addition to the policies in the Circulation Element
designed to promote walkable communities, the Land Use
Element has 6e;en developed to promote non-motorized.
transportation by concentrating shops, restaurants, and
other destinations in proximifyto residences so that people
can walk to these services.

Wiking Trails
The City has developed"several hiking trails, some shared by
equestrian users, which are'used'primarily for recreational
purposes: The City maintains seven miles ofmulti-purpose
trails, which' are unpaved and intended for hiking,`liorse-
back riding, and mountain biking: Trails are'located in
rural areas, generally in the southern and eastern parts
of the City. The: network includes an equestrian path that
parallels the South Fork Trail, and one that parallels Sand
Canyon Road. The City plans to develop another five'to
six'miles'of mu'lfi=purpose trails in the future:

the Countyalso maintains a master plan for hiking trails in
the Santa Clarity Valley, which was most recently updated
in 2007.' The City's and County's hiking and recreational
trails are combined in the Valleywide Trail 1Vlaster Plan,
shown on Figure C0-9' in the Conservation' and Open
Space Element.

BU ~

Although the location and alignment of local neighborhood
streets' are not typically addressed at the Area Plan level,
the Gity andCounty share a common goal to ensure that
neighborhood streets in urban areas are designed to be as
safe aid fiealfhful as possible; for residents and pedestrians
as well as drivers. This section addresses'pedestrian syfety
in urban areas where full street improvements are required.
Whilethe need for public safety is also recognized in rural
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'areas' with unimproved streets,- other design measures
are appropriate in`these areas in order to maintain rural
character. -

'The need to consider pedestrian safety in street design has
prompted traffic engineers to develop a variety of design
options which generally seek to improve pedesfrian'safety
in three ways:: by separating pedestrians from vehicles (such
as witli'pedestrian overpasses; refuge islands, and'paseos);
by making pedestrians more 5isible and conspicuous to
drivers (such as through lighting, raised crosswalks, and
"bulb-outs" of the sidewalk into the street at corriers);'a~id
by reducing vehicle speeds (such as with traffic circles; nar-
rowed t"ravel lane's, curving roadways, raise'd'ntersectons,
and speed hump). Tfiese measures, often called "traf~ic-
calmirig" devices, have been successfully used n'many cities
to slow traffic and improve pedestrian`safety."

'In California;'the Local Government' Commission"has
developed Street Design Guidelines for Healthy Neighbor-
hoods`', which'outlines street-making guideline's initially
prepared for communities in the San Joaquin "Valley but
that are widely applicable, based on their compliance with
adopted standards of the Institute of Tran'sporf~tion Engi-
neers'(ITE); American Society of Civl'Engineers (ASCE),
the National Fire Code and other national standards. Tfie
guidelines are intended to 6e'used far develop"merit of new
residential communities of six to twelve dwellings per acre
and mined use areas in proximity to transit, and for protec-
tion ofexisting traditional communities. Healthy streets are
defined as "networks of roadways and connectior t"rails in
'communities, designed primarily for use by people, riot just
motorized vehicles: Such streets are designed for motorists
`Co feel comfortable operating at low speeds (15 to 20 mph).
Low traffic volume and low noise, easyaccess and multiple
routes to destinations are also featur"ed. Pedestrian''and
bicycle movements are favored." Healfl y streets incorporate
design characteristics such as the following: ''

`" ~• ' Interconnected networks linking'mixed uses;
• Shorter 61ock length (250 to 350 feet);
• Landscaped medfans, parkways, and tree canopies;
• On=street parking;'-
• "Sidewalks;
• Curbs and gutters (in favor of rolled curbs or

swales);
• Street furniture andlightiing;'
• Transit stops within 1/-mile;

9 9urden, Dan. Sheet Design Guidelines for Neaft6y Ne7ghborhoods, Local Government Com-
mission , 2002.

~~0

~~J'ar}
c ~;'sf~ •~iv



Lax Angeles Cac~rr~y ~~n~a Clarity ilal~ey Aria P@are

• Building setbacks proportional to .street width;
• Narrower intersections with smaller radii;.: and

Speed control through geometrics, tee intersections
and curves.

In addition to enhanced pedestrian and traffic safety, the
use of narrower streets (where safe and appropriate) can
have other benefit.. According to Livable Oregon, the use
o£narrower street widths provides more efficient use of
land, decreased storm water runoff, dower maintenance
costs, increased market value, lower development costs,
and an enhanced sense. of community.

The Bay Area Stormwater Management,Agencies Associa-
tionhas encouraged reducing impervious area throughout
cities as a means of maintaining water quality. ,According
to their publication Start at the Source16, streets comprise up
to 25 percent of the total' land area in residential neighbor-
hoods, and street~avement is often the largest component of
total impervious land coverage. _.Residential streets provide
a major opporkunity for reducing pavement width to lower
speeds, as well as reducing impervious surface area.

Many traditional residential neighborhoods developed prior
to World Wax II were based on a prototypic~L residential
subdivision designed by Frederick Law Olmsted _for River-
side, Illinois in ,1869, with a pavement width of 24 feet and
12-foot parkway strips panted with street trees and provided
with five-foot sidewalks on both. sides.. After World War
II:new street standards were developed to accommodate
increased. automobile use, higher traffic volumes and greeter
speeds.. The paved area was, increased by up to 50 percent,
with a typical residential: street width of 36 feet, plus curb,
gutter, and fine-foot sidewalks on both sides, and often no
landscaped parkway.

In 2006 the ITE published Context Sensitive Solutions in
Designing Major. Urban. Thoroughfares for Walkable Com-
munities: An ITE Proposed Recommended Practice. The
report "provides guidance for the development of improve-
mentprojects onmajor.. urban thoroughfares, facilities that
are typically classified as arterial and collector roadways in
urbanized areas..:.. and in the design of'roadway.improve-
mentprojects inplaces where corz~munity objectives support
walkable communities -compact development, mixed land
uses and support for pedestrians .and bicyclists., - whether
it already exists or is a goal for the future." 'Ibis document

10 Bay Area Storm~tater Management Agencies Association, Start at fhe Source, May, ?003,
page 14.

recommends an interdisciplinary team. approach to design-

ingthoroughfares, incorporating input; from citizens, emer-

gencyservices personnel,. and other stakeholders to achieve
community goals, and states that where the community
has expressed a desire for walkable. environments, context
sensitive solutions can be used .to create places with. the
following characteristics:

1. Mired land uses in close proximity to one another;
2. Building entries that front directly onto the street

without parking between entries and the public right-
of-way;

3. Building, landscape and thoroughfare, design that: is
pedestrian-scale, in other words, ;t provides archi-

tecturaland urban design detail with size and design
appreciated by persons who are traveling slowly aid
observing from the street level;

4. Relatively compact developments (both residential
and commercial);

5. Ahighly-connected, multimodal circulation network,.
usually with, a fine "grain" created by relatively small

blocks;. and
B. Thproughfares and other public spaces that contribute

to "placemaking" ;- the creation of unique locations
that are compact, mixed.-use and pedestrian- and
transit-oriented and have a strong civic character with
lasting economic value.

The references cited above, which address methods of cre-
ating walkable streets in residential neighborhood streets
as well as along arterial thoroughfares, stress the need to
coordinate land :use and development patterns with sfreet
patterns. Mixed land uses, building orientations and set-
backs, and location of parking are important components
of creating walkable communities, in addition to street
design. The ITE's Context Sensitive Solutions defines walk-
able co~n~nu~ities as follows:

Walkable communities are desirable places to live,
work, learn and play. Their desirability comes from
two factors. First, by locating, within an easy and safe
walk, goods (such as housing, ofTices, and retail) and
services (such as transportation, schools, libraries) that
a community resident or employee needs on a regular
basis. Second, by definition, walkable communities
make pedestrian: activity possible, thus expanding
transportation_ options and creating a streetscape
that .better serves a range of u,~ers -pedestrians, bicy-



clists, transit riders; and'drivers. To foster walkability,
communities must mix land uses and build compactly,
and ensure safe and inviting pedestrian corridors.

Within. the Santa Cla'rita Valley; mucfi of the development
during fhe last'twenty years las been low-density with a
suburban character, circuitous cul-ie-sac street patterns,
and wide streets. In many of these existing areas, large-
scale changes to street patterns will not Ue feasible or deSir-
ableuntil redevelopment occurs many years in the future.
However, small improvements may be used to enhance
pedestrian connectivity by linking cul-de-sac bulbs to
adjacent streets-and transit stops; providing paseo links, and
using traffic calriiing devices.' 'Arterial'streetscan bemade
more walkable by provision of connected walkways, transit
stops and shelters, street trees and landscaping; bulb'-outs
and refuge islands at intersections, and use of overpasses
where appropriate and feasible:

The greatest opportunities in the Valley to create walkable
communities exist in areas planned for nfill develo~iment
and redevelopment around transit centers, comihercial
corridors, mixed-use nodes, and new'developmenf The
City and County have identified' a common goal to increase
the health and livability of Che community by encourag-
ng the inclusion of walkable streets in these areas, and
policies have been included in the Circulation- Elem'~nt to
achieve this goal.

X~~. CIRCULATION SY~TEMS,;CAR~ON
EMISSIONS, AND GLOBAL CLIMATE
CHANGE
In 2007 the IntergovernmentaTPanel on'Climate Change of
the United Nations publisHed its finding that overwhelm-
ing evidence establishes that global warming is occurring
and is caused by human activity. According to the State
of California Attorney GeneraPs office:

With respect to. impacts'in the State, the California
Climate Change Center reports that temperatures are
expected io rise 4.7degrees'Fahrenheit to-10.5 degrees

` Fahrenheit liy the end of the century. These increases
would have'serious consequences, including substantial
loss ofsnow-pack, an increase of as much'as 55% in the
risk of large wildfires; and'reductions-in`the quality
and quantity of'agricultural products. Additionally,
the report predicts increased stress on the State's vital
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resources and natural landscapes. Global warming will
also slow the progress toward attainment of the ozone
air quality standard by increasing the number of days
that are meteorologically conducive to the formation
of ozone.

In response to concerns about climate change; Assembly Bill
32 (AB 32), the California G1oUa1 Warming Solutions'Act
of 2006' (codified at Health'and Safety Code Section 38500
et seq:),'was signed into law by the Governor'ori September
27 2006'. AB 32 requires reduction of the State's greenhouse
gas (GHG) emissions to 1990T'evels`by 2020, a'tirne within
the planning horizon of this Area Plan. This emissions cap
is equal to a 25 percent reduction from'currentlevels. 'Ihe
bill directs thaC the California Air Resources Board (GARB)
publish' a list ofearly action emission reduction measures
to be implemented by 2010. CARB's' early action measures
include reduction of emissions from fuel consumption. To
further combat global warming; California is promoting the
development of alternative technologies to reduce reliance
on fossil fu`els> including development ofhydrogen and fuel
cell technologies.

According to the California Energy`Commission, tranS-
portation accounts for the'largest single share of Califor-
nia's GHG emissions (41 percent). The Governo'r's Climafe
Action Team has identified increased vehicle efficiency, the
use oP bio-fuels; and planning measures, as strategies to
reduce greenhouse gas emissions generated by transporta-
tion. 'The- Climate Action Team identified land use pl'ari-
ning as a strategy to reduce vehicle travel by more than 10
percent of the required reductions, ineluiling concentrating
development in infill locations and at transit nodes to reduce
'the automobile mode'share of vehicle trips, ,increasing
transit ridership, and providing alternative transportation
modes. Bond measures passed by California voters in 2006
earmarked funds"fortransit-oriented development and for
incentives to promote planning ̀ hour ng aril infill develop'-
ment using smart growth planning principles'

P~trsuanf to AB 32, standards and regulation"s for measuring
and mitigating GHG emissions were still being developed
during-the time this'Area Ilan was'prepared: However,
because of the imp'ortarice'of this issue and in'response to
the State'smandate that local agencies consider"the effects
of greenhouse gas em ssioris`in local planning decisions,
the City and County have incorporated "policies ̀in the
Area Plan to reduce vehicle trips and thereby reduce carbon
emissions through a variety of planning strategies. These
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strategies include establishing an urban limit line on the
Land Use Map, encouraging infill development through
increased densities allowed in the urban core; encouraging
mixed use development in specified land use designations,
promoting transit oriented development around Metrolink
stations and the bus transfer station, expanding'bikeways
and walkways, and using transportation demand manage-
ment measures.

Future transportation,technologies are;being developed
using alternative energy sources such as hydrogen cells
and electric vehicles. Some communities are exploring
opportunities. for accommodating. Neighbprhood Electric
Vehicles (NEV), which are capable of traveling up to 25 mph,
are equipped with safety features, and may be-.operated
on roads where the posted speed is 35 mph or less. Most
of these devices are electric powered with zerq-emissions,
and they are often used atresorts and senor communities.
According to a recent publication from the American Plan-
ningAssociation:

Asfuel-.prices increase and people look for more. envi-
ronmentally,friendly driving optpns, it is likely that
the number of NEV's will increase. Most states already
regulate them in some way, and. transportation plan-
ners are beginning to examine the role of such vehicles

,_ inthe-roadway hierarchy. In some parts of the.country,
NEV's are most common in communities where there
is; a network;of multi-use, paths. In other places, they
are found on bike paths... Gommunitiesthzt,cater to
seniors or focus on recreation gften-plan a network of
paths specially designed for these vehicles."

The City and County recognize that opportunities may exist
to incorporate x~ew vehicle; technology into. transit-oriented
villages, as these areas are developed in the future. There-
fore„,policies have been added to the Circulation Element
encouraging flexibility in transportation planning in order
to maximize.benefits from alternative travel modes as they
become available.

V. SUMMARY C6CLATION NEEDS

Based on the existing conditions and transportation issues
outlined in,the background sections of the Circulation Ele-
ment, the circulation planning needs for the Santa Glarita

it Hunter-Zaworski, Katharine, "Getting Around in an Aging Society;' P(unniny: The Kragazine
oftheAmerican Yfannin~Association, Volume 73, Number 5. paye 25.
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Valley are summarized below. Policies. and objectives.in
the following section have been developed to address these
needs.

1. Balance the needs for mobility and access in designing
the roadway system. ;

2. Increase connectivity between neighborhoods and
districts.

3. Maintain acceptable levels of service on streets and
at intersections.

4. Comply with the County's Congestion Management
Program and other regional transportation planning
efforts.

5. Implement roadway improvements needed to build out
the Highway Plan as identified by the traffic analysis
(see Table C-2).

6. Reduce congestion and vehicle miles traveled by man-
agingtransportation systems and travel demand.

7. Make more efficient use of parking facilities, to reduce
the cost of vehicle storage and to free land for other
uses.

8. Enhance use of public transit by promoting transit-
oriented, mixed use development near transit hubs.

9. Continue to explore opportunities for high speed rail
connections to other regions, in cooperation with
other agencies.

10. Enhance bus transit use through. implementing rec-
ommendations of City of Santa Clarita Transit's plan-
ningefforts, including evaluation of bus rapid transit
(BRT).

11. Evaluate park-and-ride lot locations and capacity, and
expand facilities as needed.

12. Plan for and implement a regional bikeway network,
to meet both recreational and non-motorized travel
needs.



13. Make the-Santa Glarita Valley a walkable community,
by retrofitting'.pedestrian connections and' facilities
into existing development where needed, and by pro-
motinghealthy streets in new development..

14. Contribute to a regional reduction in greenhouse gas
emissions through land use planning and transporta-
tion strategies.

Chapter 3: Ciriuiati~n E6e~~nt

VIo GOALS, JCTIV, AND POLICIES

The goals; objectives, end policies which apply to circula-
tion aces
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An inter-connected network of circulation facilities that inte
grates all travel modes, provides viable alternatives to automo
bile useand conforms with regional plans.

Dbj~c~ive C-1:7
Provide multi~modal'circulation systems that move people and
goods efficiently while protecting environmental resources
and quality ofiife.

Policy41.1.1: Reducedependenceontheautomobile,partio-
ularly single-oceupancyvehicle use, by providing safe and

convenient access to transit;'bikeways; anlwalkways.

• PolicyC-1.1.2: Promote expansion of alternative transporta-
tion options to increase accessibility to aIF demographic

and'economic groups throughouffhe community, includ-
ing'mobilify-impaired persons; senior citizens; low-income

persons, and youth:

• Policy C-7.1.3: ̀Work with local and regional agencies and

employers to promote an integrated; seamless transporta-
tion•systemthat meets access needs; including local and
regional-bus service, dial-a-ride; taxis, rail; van pools, car

pools, bus pools, bicycling,'walking, anlautomobiles.

• Policy C-1.1.4: Promote public health through provision of
safe, pleasant, and accessible walkways, bikeways, and

multi-purpose trail systems for residen"ts.

• 'Policyt-1.1.5:' Plan for efficient links`between circulation

systems of approp"riatelocations, including bat'not limited
to bus-rail'connections and pedestrian-b'us connections.

• Policy C-1.1.6: Provide adequate facilities for multi-modal
travel, including but not limited to bicycle parking and
storage, expanded park-and-ride lots, and adequate sta-
tion and transfer facilities in appropriate locations.

•' Policy 47.1.7c Consider the safety and convenience of the
traveling public, including pedestrians and cyclists, in
design and development of all transportation systems.
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• PolicyC-1.1.8: Acquire and/or reserve adequate right-of:way

in transportation corridors to accommodate multiple travel

modes, including bus turnouts,, bus rapid transit (BRT),

bikeways, walkways, and linkages to trail systems.

• PolicyG1,1.9: ,,Incorporate funding for all modes of trans-

portation in the capital improvement program, and seek

funding from all.available sources for. multi-moc(al system

development.

• Policy C-1.1.10: Provide for flexibility in the transportation

system to .accommodate new technology as it becomes

available, in order,to eeduce trips by vehicles using fossil

fuels~where feasible and appropriate.

• Policy C-1.1.11; Promote use of multi-modal facilities by

provi.ding,adequate dndattractive way-finding programs

directing users to transit stations, park-end-ride lots, bicy-

clestorage, and other-facilities.

• PolicyC-1.1,2: E~pcourage the City of Santa Clarita tq,imple-

mentrecommendations ofits Non-Motorised Transporta-

tion.Plan to expand. opportunities,for alternative travel

modes.

r Policy C-1.1.13: Design new activity centers and improve

existing activitycenters toprioritize walking, bicycling and

circulator transit for internal circulation of person-travel.

Objective C-~.2
Coordinate land use and circulation planning to achieve greater

accessibility and mobility for users of all travel modes.

• Policyt-7.1.1: Develop coordinatedplansforlanduse,circula-

tion,and transittopromote transit-oriented development

that concentrates higher density housing, employment,
and commercial areas in proximity to transit corridors.

• Policy C-1.2.2: Create walkable communities, with paseos
and,walkw.ays connecting. residential neighborhoods to
multi-modal transportation. services. such as bus stops
and rail stations.

PolicyC-1.2.3:, Require that new commercial and industCial

development provide walkway connections to public

sidewalks and transit stops.

• ,Policyt 1.2.4:.. ConsiderJocation, availability, and accessibility
of transit in evaluating new development plans..
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• PolicyC-1.2.5: In.mixeduseprojects,requirecompactdevel-

opment and a mix of land uses to locate housing, work-

places,and services within walking or bicycling distance

of each other.

Policy C-1.z.6: Provide flexible standards for,: parking and

rpadway design in xransit-oriented development areas

to promote,transit uw.

• PolicyC-1.2.7: Inpedestrian-oriented areas, provide a highly

.connected ,c rculation.grid wlth relatively small blocks to

encourage walking.

• Policy C-1.2.8: Provide safe: pedestrian .cgnnections across

barriers, which may include but are,not limited tp major

traffic corridors, drainage and flood control facilities, utility

easements grade separations, and walls.

• Policy t•1.2.9.Emphasize providing right-of-way for non-

vehiculartransportation modes so that walking and bicy-

clingare the easiest, most convenient modes of tcanspor-

tation available for short trips.

• Policy 0-1.2.10: Prptect communities by discourag-

ing the construction of facilities that sever residential

neighborhoods,

• Policyt,1.2.11: Reduce vehiclemilestrayeled(VMT)through

the use of smart growth concepts;_

• PglicyC-1.2.72;. Balance the anticipated volume of people

and goods movement with the need to maintain a walk-

able and bicycle friendly environment,

O6/active C-7.3
Ensure conformance of the Circulation Plan with regional trans-

portation plans... ;

• PolicyC-1.3.1: Continue coordinating with the Metropolitan

Transportation Authority (MTA or Metro) to implement

the County's Congestion Management Program (CMP)

for designated CMP'roadways.

• PolcyC-1.3.2: Through trip reduction strategies and empha-

sis on multi-.modal transportation options, contribute to

achieving the air quality goals of the South Coast Air Qual-

ity MManagement District Air Quality Management Plan.



• Policy~•1.3.3: Tfirough trip'reduction strategies and empha-

sis'on multi-modal transportation options, contribute

" to achieving the air`quality goals of the South Coast Air

Quality Management District Air Quality Management Plan.

• PolicyC-1.3.4: Coordinate circulation planning with the

Regonal'Transportation Plan prepared by the Southern

California Association of Governments (SCAG), to ensure

consistency of planned improvements with regional needs.

• Policy'C1:3.5: Continue coordinating with Calfrans on cir-

culationand land use decisions that may affect Interstate

5, State Route 14, and State Route 126, and support pro-

grams to increase capacity'and improve operations on

'these highways. "' `

• PolicyC-1.3.6: Collaborate with Caltrans and Metro to imple-

ment the recommendations of the North County Com-

bined Highways Corridor Study and support"efforts by

Metro to u plate tHis Studyafter SLAG adoptsa Sustainable

Communities Strategy.

• PolicyC-1.3.7: SupporttheGoldenStateGatewayCoalition

in its advocacy efforts to improve the Intersta"te 5 corridor,

recognizing thatthe corridorfacilitatesregional and inter-

nationaltravel that impacts the Santa ClaPita Valley.

• PolicyC=1.3.8:: Ensure consistencywiththeCounty'sadopted

Airport Land Use Plan as it pertainsto the Agua'bulce

Airport, in order to mitigate aviation-related hazards and

protect airport operations from encroachment by incom-

patibleuses

• PolicyCL3.9: Support the expansion of Palmdale Regional

Airport and the extension of multi-modal travel choices

between the airport and the Santa Clerita Valley, in con-

formancewith regional planning efforts.'

• Policy C 1.3'.10s Apply for regional, State; and Federal grants

for bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure projects.

~. ~ ~

A unified and well=maintained network of streets and highways

which provides'safe and` efficient movement of people and

goods between neighborhoods, districts, and regional`centers,

while maintaining community character.

Ch~pY~~ 3: tarcu9~tian Eles~en~

OBJe~'#ive C-2.1
Implement the Circulation Plan (es shown on Exhibit G2)

for streets and higfiways to meet existing and' future travel

demands for mobility, access; connectivity, and capacity.

'•' Poli~yr(-2.1:7: Protect mobility on arterial highways by lim-

itng excessive cr'o'ss traffic, access points, and turning

movements; traffic signals on arterial highways should be

spaced at least ~/z-mile apart, and the minimum allowable
separation should be at least'/a-mile.

Policyt-2.1.2c'Enhance connectivity of the roadway network

to the extenffeasible given the constraints of topogra-
phy, existing development`patterns~ and en'virorimental

resources, by constructing grade separations and bridges;

connecting disconf nuous`streets; extending secondary

access into'areas where needed; prohibiting gates'on pub-

licstreets; and other improvements as deemed'appropriate

based on traffic analysis.

• Pulicyf 2.7.31 Protect'and enhance the capacity of the road-

waysystem byupgrading intersectionstomeet level of ser-

vice standards, widening and/or restriping'for additional

lanes, synchronizing traffic signals, and other means.

• " Pol cyC•2.1:4: Ensure thatfuture dedication and acquisition

of right-of-way is based on the adopted Circulation Plan,

proposed`land uses; and projected "demand.

• PolicyC-2.7.5: At the time of project review, monitor levels of

service, traffic accident patferns, anc! physical conditions

of the existing street system, and upgrade roadways'~s

needed through the Capital Improvement Program.

O6Jec~1~~C2 2
Adopt and apply consistent standardsthroughout tHe'Santa

Clarita Valleyfor street design and service levels; which promote

safety, convenience, and efficiency of travel.

• Pblicyt-2.2,1:' Designate roadways'within the planning.

area based on their functional classification as shown on

Exhibit G2.

• Poli~pt-2.2.21 Adopt consistentstantlard street'cross section

for Cityand County roadways in the planning area, gen-

erally asshown on Exhibit C-3, or as otherwise approved

by the County's Department of Public Works. Cross sec-

tiohs shall'complywith State and ~eder~l regulafions and

design guidelines:

~iG7
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• PolicyC 2,2.3: Coordinate circulation plans of new develop-

mentprojects with each other and the surrounding,street

network, within both City and County areas.

Policy C-2.2.4: Strive to maintain a Level of Service (LOS) D

or better on most roadway segments and intersections
to the extent practical; in some locations, a LOS E may
be acceptable, or a LOS F may be necessary, for limited
durations during peaktraffic periods.

PolicyC-1.2.5: AdgptcommQnstandardsforpavementwidth
in consid~ratio~n of capacity needs to serve projected travel
demand, provided that a reduction in pavement,width
may be allowed in order to reduce traffic speeds, protect
resources, enhance pedestrian mobility, or as otherwise
deemed appropriate by the reviewing authority,;,

Policyt-2.2.6: Within,residentiaFneighborhoods,promote
the design of"healthy streets"which mdy include reduced
pavement width, shorter block length, provision of on-
street parking, traffic-calming devices, bike routes and
pedestrian connectivity, landscaped parkways, and canopy
street trees.

• Policy 2.2.7: Where practical, encourage the use of grid or
modified grid street systems to increase connectivity and
walkability; where cul-de-sacs are provided, promote the
use of walkways connecting cul-de-sac bulbs to adjacent
streets and/or facilities to facilitate pedestrian access;
where street connectivity is I~mited end pedestrian routes
are spa4ed over 5QO feet apart, promote the, use of inter-
mediate pedestrian connections through or between
blocks.

• Policy C-2.2.8: Local street patterns should be designed to

create logical and understandable travel paths fqr users
and,to provide,access between neighborhoods for. local
residents while discouraging cut-through traffic; cul ;de-sac
length should not exceed 600 feet, and "dog-leg" cul-de-
sacs with one or more turns between the bulb and the
outlet should be avoided where possible.

• Policy C-2,2.9:_ Medians constructed in arterial streets
should be provided with paved crossover. points for
emergency vehicles, where deemed necessary by the
Fire Department.

1v

• Policy C-2.2.10: The. street. system .design, including block

length, width, horizontal and vertical alignments,.curves,

and other design characteristics, should function. safely

and effectively without the subsequent need for excessive

traffic control devices to slow or deflect traffic.

• Policy C-2.2.11: For inter~~ctons of collector or larger

streets, four-way intersections are preferred over offset

intersections.

• Policy C-2.2.12: Private streets, other than driveways and

alleyways typically associated with multi-family develop-

ment,should beconstructed to standards for public rights-
of-way, except as otherwise approved by the reviewing

agency..

• Policy C-2.2.13; Protect the community character of rural

areas by requiring use of rural street standards, which

may include reduced pavement width, reduced street

lighting to protect night,skies; rolled curbs or no.curbs,

and qo sidewalks.

• Policy C 2.2.14;. Streets should be designed in context with

the terrain and the natural and built features of the area,

but excessively circuitous streets should be avoided to

minimize unnecessary vehicle, bicycle and pedestrian

mileage.

• , Policy G2.2.15: Adopt consistent standards for irr~plementa-

tion ofAmericans with Disabilities Act requirements such

as curb ramp design and accessible pedestrian signals.

Ob{active C-~.3
Balance the needs of congestion relief with communityvalues

for aesthetics and quality of life.

• Policy C-2.3J: Enhance community appearance through

landscaping,street lighting, street furniture, bus shelters

and. benches, and,other aspects of streetscape design

within the. right-of-way, where appropriate.

• PolicyC 2.3.2: Encourage unified treatment of arterial streets

within both City and .County areas, while permitting flex-

ibility of streetscapedesign between neighborhoods and

districts to preserve village character.



• PolicyC-2.3:3c When evaluating road widening projects,

considerthe impacts'ofadditional traffic, noise; and fumes

on adjacent'land uses and use context-sensitive design

techniques where'appropriate.

• Policy C-2.3.4: Protect residential neighborhoods from

cut-through traffic using local streets to avoid congested

arterials, through use_of street design and trafFic control

devices:

~bj~rf~v~ t-~.4 ; ,

Allow trucks to utilize only major and secondary highways as
#hrough routes; to minimize impacts of trucktraffic on surface
streets and residential neighborhoods.

• PolicyC-2.4.1: Require design of pavement sections on major
and secondary highway`s to accountfortrucktraffic, to pre-
ventexcessive pavement tleterioratonfrom-truck use.

• Policyt-2.4.2: Establish adequatesetbacksfrommajorand
secondary highways for sensitive receptors al d sensitive
uses, so as to minimize impacts on these individuals and
usesfrom noise an'd air pollation caused by truck traffic.

• Policy(2:43: Prohibif through truck traffic on'designated
scenic routes.

• PolicyC-2.4.4: Adopt regulations fortruck parking on p~61ic
streets, to avoid impacts to residential neighborhoods.

ae~~rr►~~ c,~.~
Consider the needs for emergency access in transportation
planning.

• Policy C-2.5.1: Maintain a current evacuation plan as part of

emergency response planning.

• Policy C-2:5.2: Ensure that new cieveloprrment is provided
with adequate emergency and/or secondary access for
purposes ofevacuation and emergency response; require
two points of ingress and egress for every subdivision or
"phase thereof, except as otherwise approved for small.

subdivisions where physical constraints preclude a second
'access point:

• PolicyC-2.5.3: Require provision of visible street name signs

and addresses on all development to aid in emergency

response.

Lhaptep 3: Carct~lation Ele~~s~t

• Policyf-2.5.4: Provide directional signage to Interstate 5

and State'Route 14 at key intersections in the Valley, to
assist emergency evacuation operations.

.................................................................................................................................................

O6J~ttiveC-2.6 ''
Ensure thatfundingand phasing'of newtransportation improve-
inents iscoordinated with growth:

• PolicyC-2.6.1: Require that new devefopmen# constructor
provide its fair share of the cost of transportation i mprove-
ments,and that required improvements or in-lieu contri-
butionsare inplace tosupport the development prior to
occupancy:

• PolicyG2.6.2: Evaluatethefeasibilityofestablshingajoint
City/County intelligent Transportation Management Sys-
tem(ITMS)impactfeefornewdevelopmentthatisunable
to otherwise mitigate its impacts to the roadway system
through implementation of the adopted Highway Plan.

• Policyt-2.6:3: Coordinate wifh Caltrans and'other local,
regional, state and federal agencies in identifying and
implementing funding alternatives for the Valley's trans-
portation systems.

PolicyC•2.6.4: Coordinate road construction with improve-
ments to other utility systems in the right-of-way:'

nbj~~fve t 2.,~:
Pursue the safety, efficiency, and"tranquility of existing and

future'residentiatstreets byproperly planning forlocal, collector

`and arterial roadways and limiting residential driveway access

onto collector or arterial roadways.

Polity C-2.7.7`:To the extenf feasible, plan residential subdi-
visions with sufficient arterial and non-loaded collector
streets so that projected traffic volumes on local residential
'streets with unrestricted driveway access'remains below
2000 ADT. `

• Poliry C-2J.2: Discourage direct driveway access onto col-
lectorstreets within single-family residential subdivisions.

Limit driveway access"from multi-family residential and
commercial`deVelopment onto collector streets to the
extent possible:

• Policy C-2.7.3: Where feasible, design new residential sub-
divisionswith more than 200 residential units with direct
access to an existing arterial roadway or an existing non-

its
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loaded collector street. Discourage new large residential

subdivisions from having primary access through local

neighborhood streets.

~. ~'•~ ~

Reduction, of:vebicle trips and emissions through effective

management of travel demand, transportation systems, and

parking.

abjetFiv~ C 3,1
Prpmote the use pf travel demand management strategies to

reduce vehicle tips.

Policy, -3.1.1: In evaluating nevi development projects,

require trip. reduction measures as feasible to relieve con-

gestionand reduce air pollution from vehicle emissions.

• PolicyC3.1.2: _Promote home-based bysinesses and (iye-
work units as a means of reducing home-to-work trips.

• Policy t 3.1.3: Promote the use.of flexible work schedules

and telecommuting.to. reduce home to work trips.:

Policy C-3.1.4: Promote the use of employee, incentives to
encourage alternative travel modes to work.

Policy C3.1.5: Promote the use of van pogls, car pools, and
shuttles to encourage trip reduction.

Policy C-3.1.6: , Promote xhe provision of showers and lock-

ers within businesses and employment centers, in order
to encourage opportunities for employees to bicycle to
work..

• Policy C 3.1.7:. Encourage special event center operators to
advertise and offer discounted transit passes with event
tickets.

• Policy C3.1.8: Encourage special event center operators to

advertise and offer discount on-site parking,ncentiyes to
carpooling patrons with four or persons per vehicle.

Objec~'iv~ C-3.1
Encourage reduction in airborne emissions from vehicles
through use of clean vehicles and transportation. system
management.
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Pollcy43.2.1: Adopt clean vehicle purchase policies forCity
and,County fleets.

Policy C3.2.2: Continue to enhance signal timing and syn-
chranizaton to allowforfree trafficflow, minimizing idling
and vehicle emissions.

• Po11cyC-3.2.3: When available and feasible, provide oppor-
tunities and infrastructure to support use of alternative
fuel vehicles and travel devices.

• Policy (-3.2.4: The City and. County will encourage new
commercial and retail developments to provide. prioritized
parking for electric vehicles and vehicles using aiterna-
tivefuels.

Ob,~ective C-3.3
Make more efficient use of parking and. maximize economic use

of land, while decreasing impervious surfaces in urban areas,

through parking management strategies,

• Policy C-3.3.1;.. Evaluate parking standards and reduce

requirements where appropriate, based on data show-

ingthat requirements are in ,excess of demand.

Polity C-3.3.2: ,In pedestrian-oriented, high density mixed

use districts, provide for corr~mon parking faSilities to serve

the district,,where_appropriate.

Policy C-3.3.3: _Promote shared use of parking facilities

betwe~n,businesses with complementary uses and hours,

where feasible.

• Policyt-3.3.4: Within transit-oriented development projects,

provide incentives. such as higher floor area ratio. and/or

lower parking requirementsforcommercialdevelopment

that provides transit and ride-share programs.

• PolicyC-3,3.5: Encourage convenient short-term parking in

.high-activity areas, and all day parking at the periphery

of the development.areas. .

• Policy C-3.3.6: In the development review process, priori-

tizedirect pedestrian access between building entrances,

sidewalks and transit stops, by placing parking behind

buildings where possible, to the sides of buildings when

necessary, and always away from street intersections..



PolicyG3.3.7: Create parking benefit districts which invest
meter revenues in pedestrian infrastructure and other

public amenities wherever feasible.

• Poliyt-3:3.8: Establish performance pricing of street park-
ing so that the costs are enough to promote frequent
turnover, with a goal to keep 15 percent of spaces empty

at.all times, wherever'#easible.

.~

Rail service to meet regional and inter-regional needsfor conve-

nient,cost-effective travel alternatives; which' are fully i ntegrated
into tfie`Vatley's circulation systems and land use patterns. .

Objective C 4.7
Maximize the effectiveness of Metrolink's commuter rail service

through provision of support facilities and-land planning:

Rolicyt-4.1.1: Develop'permanentMetrolinkfacilitieswith

an expanded bus transfer station and additional park-and-

ridespaces atthe Via Princessa station, or other alternative

location asdeemed appropriate to meet the (rave(needs

of residents on the Valley's east side.

PoBcy C 4.1.2: Coordinate with other agencies to facilitate

extension of a passenger rail linefrom the Santa Ciarita Sta-

tion to Ventura County, which may 6e used for Metrolink

service.

PolcyC 4.1.3:'Continue toexpand and improve commuter

services, including park and-ride lots, bicycle parking and

storage, and waiting facilities, at all Metrolink stations.

• `Policyt-4.7.4: ̀ Encourage the'preservation of abandoned

railroad right-of-way for future transportation facilities,

where appropriate.

Policy C-4.1.5: Worn with other agencies to increase rail

efficiency and public safety through street. and ̀track

improvements and grade separations, where needs are

identified.

• 'PolicyG4.1.6i Provdeincenti'vestopromotetiransit-oriented

development near rail stations.

• Policy C-4.1.7: Facilitate coordination of planning for any

future high speed regional rail systems in the Valley with

Metrolink services.

Chap#er 3: Ciecuiation Element

• Policy (-4.7.8c' Minimize impacts to passenger rail service

and the community from`any proposed increase to freight

rail service through the Valley.

~b~er~ive C 4.Z
Access to a high speed rail system connecting the Santa Ciar-
ta Valley with`other regions, and other regional rail service
connection`s.

PolicyC-4.2.1: Continue to workwith the Orange Line Devel-

opment Authority (OLDA) to plan for development of

an environmentally'sensitive high speed transportation

system with a route through the Santa'Clarita'Valley, inclucl-

ing aregional transit hub with associated infrastructure

that would provide connections to the Los Angeles Basin,

Paimdale'Regional'Airport; snd other destinations:

• Policy G4.2.2: Coordinate with other agencies as needed

to facilitate planning for other high-speed rail alternatives

in the Santa Clarita Valley.-

• Policy C-4.2.3c ̀ Promote and encourage the expansion of

Amtrak Rail' Service to the Santa Clarita Valley:

Goan ~;5 bus transit

Bus transit service as a viable choice for all residents, easily

accessible and serving destinations throughout the Valley.

ob1~rr~~~r-say
Ensure that street patterns and design standards accomhiodate
transit needs:

• PolicyC-5.7.1: Requirethatnewsubdivisionsprovidefortwo
means of access into and out ofthe development, in order
to provide for transit access, where'feasible.

• Policy C-5.7.2: For private gated communities, require the

developerto accommodate bus access through the entry

gate, or provide bus waiting facilities at the project-entry

with pedestrian connections to residential streets, where

appropriate:

• Policy C-5.1.3: Consider the operational characteristics of

buses when determining acceptable street designs, includ-

inggrades and turning radii.

izo
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PolicyC-5.7,4:. Provide for location of bus stops within Ya-mile

of residential neighborhoods, and include paved bus wait-

ingareas. instreet improvement plans wherever appropri-

ateand feasible..

PolicyG5.t.5: ,Locate and design bus turnouts to limit traffic

obstruction and to provide. sufficient merging length for

the bus to re-enter the traffic flow.

• PolicyC-5.1.6: Evaluatethefeasibilityofgivingbusespriority

at signalized intersections to maintain transit service level

standards, where appropriate.

Objee~i~~ C-S 2
Maximize the accessibility, safety,. convenience, and appeal of

transit stops.

• Policy{-5.2.7: ,Require paved waiting areas, accessible

by paved walkways and reasonably direct pedestrian

routes, for bus stops in new development; and provide

for retrofitting of existing bus stops, where feasible and

practicable.

• Policy C 5.2.2: Adopt and implement consistent design

standards for use in both City and County areas for bus

shelters, bus benches, trash receptacles,. Hghting, and

other improvements fortransit stops that are aesthetically

.pleasing and consistent with community character.

• Policyt-5.2.3: Adopt and implement common design stan-

dardsfor bus turnouts and merging lanes along arterial

streets, in convenient, accessible locations.

• Policyt5.2.4: Enhance.way-findingsignage along walkways

and paseos,to direct,pedestcians to transit stops. ;

• PoliryC-5.2.5: Complementary transportation moaesshould

be interconnected at intermodal transit centers, including

provisions for bicycles on buses, bicycle parking at transit

.centers, and park-and-ride at transit stops.,

abjective C 5.3
Explore opportunities to improve and expand bus transit

service.

• PolicyG5.3.1: Continuetoprovidefixedrouteservicetosig-

nificantactivity areas and neighborhoods with moderate

to high density, and serve low-density and rural areas with

dial-a-ride, flexible fixed routes, or other transit services

as deemed appropriate.

Uzi

• Policyt 5.3.2: Promote concentrated development patterns

incoordination with transit planning to maximize service

efficiency and ridership.

• Policyt-5.3.3: Evaluatethefeasibiltyof.providing "fly=away"

bus transit serviceto,airportslocated atBurbank,Palmdale,

and Los Angeles, and implement this program when war-

ranted by demand.

• Pollcy45,3.4: Evaluatethefeasibilityofprovidingbusrapid

transit (BRT) for key transit corridors when light-rail is not

feasible or cost effective.

............................................................................................................ ...............................

Obj~rtive C S.4
Provide adequate funding to expand transit services to meet

the needs of new development i,n the Valley.

• Policy G 5.4.1:;,: Establish transit impact, fee rates that are

based on the. actual impacts of new development on the

transit system, and regularly monitor and adjust these fees

as needed to ensure adequate mitigation.

PolicyC;5.4.2: Evaluatethefeasibiltyofestablishingajoint

City/County transit impact fee to equitably distribute

the capital costs of transit system expansion to meet the

needs of new development in both County and City areas

of theVal,ley. ,,.,;

• ,Policy t-5.4.3: Seek funding for transit, System ,gxpansion

and improvement from all.available sources, including

local, state, and federal programs and grants.

~i0a) ~ ~1: ~1~(4W~ S

A unified: and well.-maintained bikeway system with safe and

convenient routes fqr commuting, recreational use and utilitar-

iantravel, connecting communities and the region,.

Qb~et~iv~C-6.~~
Adopt, and implement a coordinated master plan.for bikeways
for the Valley, including both City and County areas, to make
bicycling an attractive and feasible mode of transportation..

PolicyC-6.1.1: Forrecreational riders,,continue to develop
Class;1 bike paths,,separated from the right-of way, linking
neighborhoods to,open space and activity areas. ;,

• PolicyG6.1.2: Eor Iong-distance rideCs and those who bicycle
to work or services, provide striped Class 2 bike lanes
within the right-of-way, with adequate delineation and
signage, where feasible and appropriate.



• Poli~yC 6.1.3: Continue to acquire or reserve`right-of-way

and/or easements needed to complete the bicycle circula-

tion system as development`occurs:

• PolicyC6:1.4 Where'inadequateright-of-way exists for Class

1 or 2 bikeways, provide signage for Class 3 bike routes or

designate alternative routes as appropriate.

• PolicyC-6.1.5: Plan for continuous bikeways to serve major

'destinations; including but not limited to regional shop-

pingareas, college campuses, public buildings, parks, and

employment centers.

Objertiv~ C-6.2
Encourage provision of equipment and facilities to support the
use of bicycles as an alternative means of travel

PolicyC 6.2.T: Require bicycle parking,`which can'include
bicycle lockers and sheltered areas, at commercial sites
andmulti-family housing completes for use byemployees
and residents, as well as customers ̀and visitors:

• PolicyC-6.2.2: Provide bicycle'racks on transit vehicles to
give bike=and-ride'tommuters the ability to transport
tlieit` bicycles.

• PolicyC-6.2.3: Promote the inclusion of services for bicycle
commuters, such as showers and changing rooms, as part
of the review process for new development or substantial
alterations of existing commercial or industrial uses,where
appropriate:

Goal C7: Pedestr~a~n"~i'cul~tion

Walkable communities,'in which interconnected walkways

provide a safe, comfortable and viable alternative to driving

for local destinations.

Objective C7>1
A continuous, integrated system of safe and attractive pedes-
trian walkways, paseos'and trailslinking residents to parks,
open space, schools, services, and transit.

• Policy C-Z1:L• In reviewing new development proposals,
consider pedestrian connections within and between
developments as an integral component of the site design,
which may includeseating, shading, lighting, directional

'signage, accessibility, and convenience.

thapte~ 3: firculats~t~ Element

• Policy.C-7.1.2: For existing walled"subdivisions, extend

pedestrian access to connect these neighborhoods to
transit and services through`public education'and'byfacili-
tatingretrofitted improvements where feasible.

PolicyC-7.1:3: Where feasible and practical;consdergrade
separated facilities to provide pedestrian connections
across arterial streets, flood control channels, utility ease-
ments,and other barriers..

• Policy (-7:7:4: Identify and develop an improvement pro-
gram to connect existing walkways and paseos to transit
and services, where needed and appropriate.

• Policy C-ZT.S: In new commercial development, provide
for direct, clearly delineated, and preferably lariclscaped
pedestrian walkways from transit stops and parking areas
to building entries, and avoid placement of uses (such as
drive-through facilities) in locations that would obstruct
pedesfrian pathways.

• Policy C-7.1.6: Encourage placement of building entries in
locations accessible to public sidewalks and transit.

• Policy C•7.1:7 Utilize pedestrian-oriented scale and design
features in areas iniended for pedestrian.use.`

• PolicyC-T.1.8:' Upgrade streets that-are nof'pedestrian-
friendlydue to lack of sidewalk connections, safe street
crossing point's, vehicle sight distance, or other design

deficiencies:

• PolicyC7.1.9: Promote pedestrian-oriented street design
through traffic-calming' measures where appropriate,
which may include'but are not limited to ̀bulb-outs or
chokers at intersections, raised crosswalks, refuge islands,
striping, and landscaping.

• Policy C-21.10: Continue to expand and improve the Val-
ley's multi-use trail system to provide additional routes
for pedestrian travel

11z
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The County of Los Angeles will implement the goals, objec-
tives and policies of the Circulation Element of the Santa
Clarita Valley Area Plan through the following actions.

• Action 1: Amend the Countywide Highway Plan within

the Santa Clarita Valley to reflect the Area Ptan and be

consistent with the City's Highway Plan.

• Action 2: Adopt the standard street cross sections in the
Area Plan, consistent with the City's sfireet standards.

• Action 3: Ensure that all future street improvements con-

form tothe adopted Highway Plan and street cross sections
in the Area Plan.

• Action 4: Continue to monitor traffic conditions within
the planning area on an ongoing basis, and amend the

Area Plan as needed to address changing needs and

conditions.

• Action 5: As part of the review process for proposed devel-

opmentprojects, require traffic studies where appropriate

to evaluate impacts to the roadway network, and require

improvements as needed to maintain acceptable service
levels.

• Actton 6: Continue to coordinate with the City and other

regional agencies to ensure orderly phasing of roadway

improvements with new development as it occurs.

• Action 7: Continue to improve traffic operations through

signal upgrades, striping, synchronization, and other

improvements where needed.

• Action 8: Provide directional signage where needed to

facilitate efficient traffic movement through the Valley.

• Action 9: Adopt the Valleywide Bikeway Plan in the Area

Plan (as it may be amended from time to time).

• Action 10: Continue to require walkways, sidewalks, and
trails within development projects as part of the approval

process, consistent with adopted plans, special standards

districts, and other applicable policies and regulations.

u3

• Action 71: Annually update the Capital Improvement Pro-

gram (CIP) to implement roadway improvements, trails,

transit facilities, and other circulation facilities identified

in the Area Plan.

• Action 72: Annually review the CIP to ensure consistency

with the Circulation Element.

• Action 13: Ensure consistency with the Area Plan for ail

transportation improvement projects, including right-of-

wayacquisition and roadway design.

• Action 14: During development review of new projects,

require integration ofmulti-modal circulation systems as

part of project designs, to the extent feasible.

• Action 15: Through the regulatory and development review

process, evaluate options for reducing the amount of land

occupied by vehicle parking, which may include alterna-

tive parking options or flexible standards such as shared

parking and off-site parking, where appropriate.

• Action 76: Incoordination with the City, develop and imple-

ment uniform or compatible design standards for bus

turnouts, benches, shelters, lighting, and furniture at bus

stops within the Santa Clarita Valley.

• Action 17: Support construction of regional transportation

improvements through joint funding programs and other

efforts as appropriate.

• Action 18: Continue to actively participate on regional

boards and commissions that address circulation needs

and improvements.

• Action 19: Maintain consistency with regional plans, and

complete all local plans needed to compete successfully

for funding.

• Action 20: Continue to require new development to fund

its fair share of transportation improvements, which may

include construction or payment of impact fees.
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ONSERVATION AND PEN PACE CEMENT

The Conservation and Open Space Element combines two.
of the mandatory Area Plan elements required ley State law
into a single element: Section 65302(d) of the California
Government Code requires "a conservation element for
the conservation, development, and utilization of natural
resources including water and its hydraulic fozce, forests,
soils, rivers and other waters, harbors, fisheries, wildlife,
minerals, and other natural resources." Article 10.5 of the
Government Code establishes the framework for open"space
planning by local jurisdictions and fhe required`contents of
an'Open Space Element, including open space for outdoor
recreation, public health, and the safety and preservation
of natural resources.

Many resource conservation issues are'r'elated to planning
for open space preservation. For example, lands contain-
ing significant natural resources; such as Towsley'Canyon
and Elsmere Canyon, are designated as open space on the
Area Plan Land Use mMp. Some historical and cultural

resources have been incorporated into park and recreational
~`aCilities, suchas theWilliani S. Hart Parkand MuseutYi.
1Vlany hiking and recreational tz~ails connect open space
lands with developed parks,'and provide access to natural
resource areas. Open space areas provide opportunities
for; groundwater percolation to enhance water qualityand
recharge of groundwater aquifers. These examples show the
connection between resource protection and open space
preservation,-and highlight the benefits of planning for both
as a coordinated effort. Because of the close relationship
between resource conservation and'`open space planning,
these two topics have-been combined into aid integrated
Conservation and Open Space Eler lent.

l~s combined Element establishes a policy frameworkfor
the'designation and long-term preservation of open space
within theplanning area, and addresses the wide range of
communitybenefits derived from open space. In addition
to pr~vizling land for park and recreational facilities, open
spaces provide the benefits of wildlife habitat preservation,
scenic views, water recharge and watershed protection,
enhancement of air quality, protection of cultural and
historical resources,. moderation of microclmates, and
enhanced property values. In addition, preservation of
scenic and accessible open spaces around the urbanized por-

tions of the Valley, and between neighborhoods and districts,
contributes to community. character and the distinctive
sense ofplace enjoyed by SanCa Clarita Valley residents.

;:. y ~. r,.....:

~~~sis~ency ~vi~~ ~~h~~ ~re~ ~~~~ ~I~~e~~s
'Ihe Conservation and Open Space ElemenE of the Area Plan

is consistent with the Land Use Element, becluse those

areas having value for resource conservation purposes have
been designated for open space, agriculture, or rural, low-
density development on the Land Use Map. In addition;
policies in the Conservation and Open Space Element to
protect air and water qualify are consistent with Land Use
Element policies promoting mixed use development and
sustainable and walkable communities.'The Conservation

and Open Space Element is consistent with the Circulation
Element, because both Elements promote air quality goals
through multi-modal strategies to reduce vehicle trips. The
Element is consistent with the Safety Element, because
many of the areas prone to natural hazards, such as flood`-
ng and seismic shaking, are also subject to conservation
issues such as water quality, groundwater recharge, slope
stability, and soil erosion; the maps, policies and programs
of both elements have been coordinated to preserve ̀such

areas' as open space. The Element is consistent with the
Noise Element, because policies have beery included to
ensure that noise from aggregate resource extraction will

not be detrimental to residents and other sensitive uses, and

that noise from human activities will not be'detrimental

tia natural communities.

'The background, goals and policiesof this Conservation and
Open Space Element are supplemented with exhibits that
show the locations and extent of the following resources
within the planning area:

Significant ridgelines and hillsides subject to develop-
ment restrictions (Figure C0-1);

Mineral Resources, including areas with significant
aggregate resources as designated by the Stiate (Figure
CO-2);

126



Lis A~geE~s Cae~rsfiy Santa Clardfia Va[~ey A~e~ Pia

• Water Resources, including surface waters such as
rivers and lakes, and underground basins (Figure
~0-3)~

Biological Resources (Figure CO-4) and Significant
Ecological Arias as designated by the County (Figure
C0-5)s:

• Cultural axed I~istorical Resources, including areas
o~ local sign~fican~e, as ,well as sites k~av~ng Stag or
nationtal historical designations (Figure C0-6);

• Scenic Resources, ncluding,canyons, geological fea-
tures, and significant ridgelines (Figure CO-7);

• Open Space. Resources, including passive and. active
parks and natural open areas protected for resource
conservation (Figure CO-8);

• Master Plan for Txails, including regional, County, and
City trails and bikeways- (Figure CO-9).

Development and conservation policies have been estab-
lishedfor each of theseresource types as set forth in this
Element.

Organiz~~i~n ~ $h~ Element
The Background section of the Conservation and Open Space
Element contains subsections for the following resource
issues: soils and geological resources; water, including
water supply, quality and conservation; biological resources;
cultural, .and historical resources; air quality, energy con-
servationand climate change; parks, recreation, and trails;
and open space conservation. Goals, objectives and policies
have been included to address each of these issues..

City Pl~~rni~g fir Can§~~va#6~r► ~ Open 5p~c~
The City adopted its first Open Space and Conservation Ele-
ment in 1991, and updated khe Element in 1999. The Element
addressed the issues of open space, biological resources, soil
resources, mineral resources, water resources, energy con-
servation, and cultural and historical resources. Policies in
the Element addressed preservation of natural feafures.and
ridgelines> sensitive habitats, recreation,, the designation of

~z~

open space as a buffer from natural hazards, protection of
mineral resources, groundwater quality and recharge, and
preservation of cultural resource$. In addition,. policies were
included to address energy conservation and recycling, In
order to, implement theresource conservation policies of the
original General Plan, khe City adopted ordinances as part
of Title 17 (Zoning) of the Municipal Code to regulate soil
erosion and dust prevention, hillside development, ridgeline
preservation, stormwater quality, and oak tree preservation.
The City also adopted a Park and Recreation Master Plan
in 1995, which i~ currently being updated; end an Open
Space Acquisition Plan. in 202, which will be updated;as
part of the Open, Space Initiative.passed by the voters in
2007. The City adopted the Non-Motorized Plan in 2008.
These plans are discussed in greater detail in subsequent
sections of this Element.

C~~nty lanr~r~ #~r Co~s~rv~~s~~~~ ~~~ 5~c~
The County adapted the Sang Claxita Valley Area Plan,in
1984, with a comprehensive update in 1990 to address spe-
cific planning,iss~}es within the Valley. Areas with special
significance for resource preservation were depicted on
the Land Use Map of the Area Plan, including Open Space,
Hillside Management, ,Significant Ecological Areas, and
Floodways/Floodplains, The Area Plan contained a Scenic
Highways Plan and plans for Trails and Bikeways, along

witk~ goals and policies to promote preservation of open
space and conservation of resources. Hillside development
.policies were included for areas with slopes of 25 percent
or greater.

The County has also adopted ordinances to regulate and
protect natural resources, including native oakxrees> water
quality, Significant Ecological Areas, and hillside devel-
opment. In 2007 the County updated the Master Trails
Plan far,the Santa Clarita Valley, and has made numerous
improvements to park and open space areas. More informa-
tion about these topics; is contained in applicable sections
of this_element.

IV'. ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINILITY

The term sustainable development has been defined as.bal-
ancingthe fulfillment o~human needs with the protection
of tie natural environment, so that these needs can be met
not only in the present, but in the indefinite future. The term
was first used in 1980 inn the World Conservation Strategy



published by tle'International Union for the Conservation
of Nature. in' 1987 the Brundtlarid Commission (established
by th"e United Nations General Assembly) defined sustan-
able development as meeting "the needs bf the present
without` compromising "the ability of future generations' to
meet their own needs," and this definition lies-come into
general usage.

Research on sustainable development has generally focused
on four areas: environmental sustainability, economic sus-
tainability,social sustainability, and political sustainablty.
For purposes of the. Conservation and Open Space Element,
the concept of environmental sustainability is addressed
fhroughont the various background sections as well a"s in
the goals and policies.

An environmentally sustainable approach to land use plan-
ning isaninterdsciplinary process, considering proposed
development and the surrounding ecosystem as components
o~ interdependent systems. These systems" are complex,
interconnected, and dynamic: ̀'The fundamental basis of
environmental sustainabilify is That the well'-being of people
is maintained and enhanced only when the integrity of
the ecosystem is maintained; Therefore; the of tcomes'of
development decisions on all systems must be evaluated
to ensure the well-being of both'tlie human' and natural
environments. Sustainability should be considered at every
level of urban organization; from individual development
sites'to neighborhoods, districts, and regions. Environmen-
tal sustainability goes beyond the concept of minimizing
individual impacts through mitigation .measures, and is
nstead'a positive approach geared toward achieving long-
term well-being for human aril natural"ecosystems.

Because the issues of air quality, energy consumption, water
supply'and quality, climate change, depletion of non-re-
n'ewable resources, loss of biodiversity, use of land, and
humari'health are all interrelated, ensuring environmental
quality and public welfare requires new approaches to
environmental protection. In the early years of regula-
tion, environmental requirements foc~rsed on "end-of-pipe"
treatment that limited the amount of pollutants entering
water bodies and air basins from particular sources. In
more recent years, the focus in environmental`protecton
has shifted fo "upstream" approaches called source con-
trols, which ma'y include minimizing resource use, reduc-
ingwaste generafion, product substitution, and producing
fewer pollutants. Evaluating pollution control and waste
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minimization at the source requires a greater understanding
of the wider impacts of development through the life cycle
of construction, use, re-use, demolition, and recycling of
materials -impacts that may go beyond the boundaries of
the planning area, and that may extend over many years.
Understanding life cycles for development projects requires
a more integrated, systematic approach to evaluating and
planning for development. For. example, it has been pointed
out that constructing a "green" building with retycled
materials and energy-efficient lighting may have minimal
benefit; if the location of the building causes a Iarge increase
in vehicle emissions due to :its location many miles Erom
employee`s, suppliers, and markets.

In the following background sections, and in the goals and
policies set forth in of this Element, environmental sustain-
ability has been addressed for the following issues:

• Renewable resource systems, including watersheds,
aquifers, air resources, and biological resources;

Non-renewable resource systems, including mineral
resources, use of materials from'foss`il'fuels; loss of
open space, and generation of waste that cannot lie
rerycled;

• Long-term chemical impacts, including existing and
future pollutants that enter the' environment' from
industrial, transportation, and other`sources;

• Human-built systems, including land use, cultural
resources, green buildirig`arid design, and low impact
development; and

. Infor'mation and decision-making, including develop-
ing tools for monitoring the well-being of environ-
mental systeriis, and providing this information to
decision-makers and residents to assist them in making
more sustainable decisions.

Approaching the land planning process from a standpoint of
environinental'sustainab'ilifywill require a shifE in thinking
on the part of local of~tcials, staff, and builders. As with
many new ideas, resistance to change is expected. Meth-
ods of reducing pollution have already been developed
and are generally available at affordable prices, but have
yet to be widely adopted. Recent studies have found that
barriers to susYainability arise because technological and
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economic systems and governing ia~stitutions are designed
for permanence, and reliability, rather than change. For

example, the economic systems and social mores based on

consumption of oil, including automobile sales and use> are

rooted in American institutions and lifestyles. In other cases,

sustainable materials and practices have not been adopted
because cost savings would be deferred, rather than realized
immediately. For instance, The Econgmist reported in 2007
that even though use of available energy-efficient materi-

als and design practices can reduce the cost of operating

buildings; by 30 percent, most builders do not incorporate

them in project design because they don't plan to own and
operate the buildings long-terrn.. Addressing the issue of

resistance to change will be a major objective in creating

more environmentally sustainable communities in the Santa
Clarita Valley. Government, business, and citizens must
worktogether to create auision o#~sustainable development
that includes both human and environmental wellness.

V. SOILS GEOLOGIC RESOURCES

yids G a~ogic ~s~urce Issues
State law requires that the Area Plan address the preyen-

tion, control, and correction of the erosion of soils, and the

location, guantityand quality of the rock, sand, and,gravel

resources (Government Code Section 65302). Within the

Santa Clarta Valley, the primary conservation~issues,with

respect_to soils and geologic resources are soil conservation;

hillside developanent and ridgeline protection; and extrac-
tion of mineral resources.

5aow eso~rc~s or~s~rvation
The loss of topsoil is the most significant on-site conse-

quence of erosion. that occurs during aid after construc-
tion ar other soil disturbance. Topspil is the soil layer that
contains organic matter, plant nutrients, and biological
activity. Loss of topsoil reduces the soil's ability to support
plant life, regulate w,afiex flow, and,,maintain the biodiver-

sity of soil mXCrobes and insects; that control disease and
pest outbreaks. Loss of. nutrients, soil compaction, and
decreased biodiversxty of soil inhabitants can severelylimit

the vitality of landscaping. This can lead to additional

site management and environmental concerns, such as

increased use of fertilizers, irrigation ana pesticides, and.
increased stormwater runoff that contribute ,pollution to

nearby. water bodies.
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The off-site consequences of soil erosion from developed

sites include a variety of water quality issues. Runoff from

developed sites carries pollutants, sediments and nutri-

ents that disrupt aquatic habitats in the receiving waters.

Nitrogen,and phosphorous from runoff hasten eutrophica-
tion bycausing unwanted plant growth in aquatic systems,

including algal blooms that alter water quality and habitat

conditions. Algal blooms can also result in decreased rec-
reatiQn potential and diminished diversity of indigenous

fish, plant, and animal populations,

Sedimentation alsq,contributes tothe degradation of water

bodies. The build-up of sedimentation in strearrx channels

can lessen flow capacity,. potentially leading to increased

flooding. Sec}~mentation also affects aquatic habitat, by

increa~tng turbidity levels. Turbidity. reduces sunlight

penetration into. the water and leads to reduced photosyn-

thesis inaquatic vegetation, causing lower oxygen levels that

cannot support diverse comnnunities of aquatic life.

Erosion and sedimentation control measures are needed

in order to minimize difficult and expensive mitigation

measures in receiving waters. The cost of erosion and sedi-

xnentation control on construction sites involves minimal

expense associated with installing and inspecting control

measures and devices, particularly before and after storm

events.

Best management practices have been established under the
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System_ 4NPDES)

as part of the federal Clean Water Act, to decrease ero-

sion and sedimentation. The topic of post-construction

runoff management continues to expand and is addressed

in NPDES permits, which require pre-project runoffwater

balance, sedimentation balance,, and channel protection.

Policies have been included in the Area Plan to underscore

the importance of soil conservation in the Santa Clarita

Valley.

Hllsi~~ ~e~~~opm~nt ~ ~idge9in~ Pr~t~~~ia~~
the pla~~aing area. is sixrrounded.by the Santa Susana MQUn-

tains tothe south and west, the San Gabriel Mountains to
the southeast, and the Sierra Pelona Mountains to the north,

all of which are part of the Transverse Ranges.. Smaller. hills

and ridgelines bisect the valley floor, which contains the
drainage .courses of the Santa Clara River and its tributar-

ies. About 45 percent of the planning area (16$,345 acres)



contains land with slopes greater than 10 percent,'and
7,866 acres of land contain slopes of 25'percent or greater
(see Figure C0-1).

Both the City and the County have adopted policies and
ordinances to regulate development in hillside areas; ̀in
order to protect'xhe scenic quality and integrity of hillside
areas from over-development and erosion. In the City,
average slopes exceeding 14 percent are subjecf to special
development standard's;`while in Counfy areas such stan-
dardsapply toland with average slopes of 25 percent or more.
Both City and" County standards for hillside development
ire intended to ensure'fhat development in hillside areas
maintains the natural topography, resources, and amenities
of these areas. ~In addition, the City has designated signifi-
eant ridgelines, and the County has designated significant
ridgelines within the Castaic Area Community Standards
District and the San Francisquito Canyon'°Community
Standards District(see I figure CO-1). Standards`have been
adopted by both agencies to regulate development in order
to preserve these scenic resource areas.

Policies have been included in this Element Yo support
regulating development 'within hillside areas and along
significant ridgelines in a consistent manner. In order to
achieve'a more uni~arm approach to regulating hillside
development throughout the planning area, the City and
County have, agreed to cooperate on developing a set of
hillside guidelines that would apply throughout the Santa
Clarita`Valley.

Mineral Re~~ources
Miriing~activities in California are regulated by the Surface
1Vlining and Reclamation Act of 1975 (SMARA)`. This Act
provides for the reclamation of mined'lands and directs'the
State Geologist ̀to classify and map mineral resources'to
show where economicallq significant mineral deposits occur,
or are likely to occur. Areas known as Mineral Resb~rce
Zones (MRZ) are classified according to the presence or
absence of significant depositis, ̀ MRZ-2 areas are underlain
by mineral deposits where geologic data indicate that sig-
riificant measured, or indicated; resources are present.

The planning area contains extensive aggregate mineral
resources. Almost 19;000 acres in the planning area`are
designated by the"State a's 1VIRZ-2, or areas of prime impor-
tancedue toknown economic mineral deposits: Sand and
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gravel resources are primarily concentrated along water-
ways, including the Santa Clara River, the South Fork of the
Santa Clara River,'Castaic Creek, and east of Sand Canyon
Road. A significant deposit ofconstruction-grade aggregate
extends approximately 15 miles from`Agua Dulce Creekin
the east; to the Ventura Gounty line on the west.

As of 2003 there were abouY525 acres of land in the plari-
ning area used for mineral extraction'of sand, gravel, and
rock. There were 14 permits for surface mining activities
filed-with the County: Generally, aggregate mining'sites
are located in Canyon Country, Agua Du1ce, Mint Canyun,
and Soledad Canyon (see Figure CO-2).

SMARA requires thaf significant mineral resources ̀be
protected from encroachment by incompatible develop-
ment, as they provide 'a needed resource to supporf the
construction of new homes; businesses, and roads. Mineral
extraction within the County is an allowed use within
agricultural zones, subject to approval of a surface mining
permit. Within the City, areas that have significant min-
eral aggregate resources have been designated by a Zoning
overlay district that permits extraction, along with other
cornpatble uses:

The major goals of SivIARA are'to assure tkat (1) adverse
environrriental effects are prevented br minimized and that
mined lands are reclaimed to a usable condition which is
readilyadaptable fbr alternative land`uses; (2) the produc-
ton and conservation of minerals are encouraged, while
giving consideration to values relatingfo recreation, wildlife,
range and forage, and aesthetic enjoyment; and (3) residual
hazards to the public health and safety are eliminated.
These goals are achieved through the planning process by
allowing the City and "County to balance the economic
benefits of resource reclamation with other land use and
environmental goals. The Area Plan identifies significant
mineral resource areas on the 1Vlineral Resources Map,-and
contains policies to protect these areas from incompatible
development, while ensuring that extraction and recl'ama-
ton activities are compatible with other development and
that adverse environrriental impacts are mitigated.

The Santa Clarita Valley also contains other mineral
t~esources which"have'been'extracted historicall~,'nclad-
ng'gold, natural gas, ̀arid oil.'` Many older mines'anc~ oil
wells have been abandoned, although several oil and natural
gas wells are still in production (see Figure CO-2). Policies
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have been included in the Element to ensure that wells are
properly capped. and mines sealed, and that any pollut-
ants associated with extraction: activities are remediated,
in order to ensure public safety after these operations :are
competed.

VI. WATER RES4URCE5

California Government Code Section 65302(d) requires that

the "portion of tl~e conservation,elementfncluding waters
shall be developed in coordination with any countyw}de
water agency and with all .district and city agencies that
have developed, served, controlled or conserved water for
any purpose for the county or city for. which the plan is
prepared:', .Further, it, requires. that the element address
prevention and control of the pollution of streams and
Qther waters, regulation of the use of land in stream chan-
nels required for accomplishment of the. conservation. plan,
protection of watersheds, and flood control. Incompliance
with these requirements, this section addresses the issues of
surface water, groundwater, and long-term water. supply,

Sc~r~'ac~ dater Res~urc~s
The planning area is located within the Santa Clara River
Valley $asin, a watershed that encompasses approximately
1,634 square miles. The Santa Clara River is the largest
river system in Southern California that remains in a rela-
tivelynatural state. From its headwaters in the San Gabriel
Mountains ~o its, terminus at the. Pacific Qcean, the Santa

Clara River flows approximately 84 miles. Historically, the
river has generally flowed year-round from the area near
Interstate 5 westerly into Ventura County (a noted excep-
tion is the."dry gap" area located.between the Los Angeles
County/Ventura County line and Piru Greek). ,,The upper
reach of the river, has been typically dry except in periods
following storm_ events; -this portion of the river extends
from the Bouquet Canyon Road overpass to Lang Station,
located an. Lang Station Road south of Soledad Canyon Road
and east of Lost Canyon Road. Flows within the river are
largely a result of stormwater runoff in the rainy months
and wastewater treatment discharges in the drier months.
Eftluentfrom the Saugus. Water Reclamatipn Plant (W~P)
and Valencia WRP accounts for up to 40 percent of total
stream flow within the Santa Clara River during the winter,
and up to 90 percent during summer months.

~~

Principal tributaries to the upper Santa Clara River include
creeks located in Mint, Bouquet, San Francsquito, Castaic;
Oak Spring, and Sand Canyons. The. principal tributaries
of the South Fork of the xiver, which drains in a north-

exlydirection toward its confluence with the main course

of the river,. include Placenta. Creek, Newhall Creek, and
Pico Creek. At higher elevations these creeks are typically
perennial, flowing all year unless, rainfall is below normal.
Flow in the stream canyons near the valley floor is normally
limited,to the rainy season.

Dry Canyon Reservoir is a 1,313 acre-foot storage facility
located in Dry Canyon between Bouquet and San Francis-
quitoCanyons, north of Saugus'; The reservoir was placed
i~ service in 1913 to provide aqueduct storage and regulate
Mows in the Los Angeles Aqueduct, but was, taken out of

service in ,1966 due to seepage_problems. Currently the
reservoir impounds water only during storms.

Castaic Lake is a 324,000 acre-foot storage facility crested

by an earth-filled dam across Castaic Czeek. The reser-
Yoir serves as the, West Branch Terminus of the California
Aqueduct.. In addition to its State Water Project ($WP)

functions, the lake is operated to conserv~~local floodwaters
for use in water recharge of underlying groundwater basins.

Castaic Lagoon is located directly south and downstream
of Castaic Dam, and was createdby the California Depart-
ment of Water Resources (DWR) fo provide recreational

opportunities. The Lagoon has a surface area of 197 acres
and a capacity of 5,701 acre feet. Elderberry Forebay is also
apart of the Castaic Reservoir system, and is an enclosed
section of Castaic Lake. Surface water resources are shown

on Figure C0-3.

Streams ,
TQpogxaphical maps prepared by the U. S..Geological
Survey; (:USGS),show several types of water courses and
drainage areas with different symbols, and these symbols
have changed somewhat fiver time. Perennial streams (in
which water typically runs year,-round). and intermittent
streams (in which water runs for only part of the year) are
both shown with blue lines on most USGS maps, although
some maps.show intermittent streams witk~ a brown dotted
line or with a different line width from perennial streams.

i An acre foods theamount of waterrequired to fill one acre tothe depth of Dire foot,equivalent
to 325.000 gallons, and is estimated Co be the amount of water needed to serve two families of
fourforoneyear.



Wide wash areas are shown with a brown dot pattern. These
symbols are used to'delineafie various topographic fea-
tures;based onfield observation or aerial photos: However,
USES does not claim legal authority for the classification of
streams, and the stream classification used on the maps is
a somewhat subjective process based on the observations
and judgment of personnel in'the field; during a limited
period'of time: Although USGS topographical maps are
meant to be as accurate as possible in providing the public
with information about topography and' other mapped
features, USES does not perform scientific measurements
to determine stream classifications. "

This is an important point because ofsome confusion about
the term "blue-line streams" as itihas been used ri legislation
and in general discussion of'stream characteristics." The
term is sometimes used to refer to "jurisdictional waters;"
meaning areas that are under the jurisdiction of State and
Federal agencies ("waters of the United States"). However,.
jurisdictional waters can include more streams than are
shown on USGS maps; conversely, streams that are shown
o'n topographical maps may no'longer flow ri the same
location on the ground as what was shown on the map. As
development has` occut~red in many areas; strearris may have
.been' diverted or channelized for floodcontrol purposes,
and drainage patterns may have changed. Topographi-
cal maps' are updated periodically, but may not reflect all
changes to stream courses. Therefore; Topographical maps
cannot be depended on as a final authority for delineating
possible s̀treams, riparian areas; or wetlands.'

For`this reason,'the Area Plan does not use USGS'topo-
graphical map information on blue line streams as a basis
for planning or land use decisions. The most recent infor-
mation available to the City and County on streambed
locations are the Federal Insurance Rate Maps from`the
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)~ map-
pii~g program for flood control hazard areas: These maps
were most recently updated in 2008, and the information
from these maps has b"een included iri tfie Safety Element
as shown on Figure S-4, Floodplairis.

It is not feasible to map"all jurisdictional waters'for the Area
Plan, because each stream must be mapped individually by
a trained specialist. Also, because streams change course
over time; jurisdictional waters surveys are valid for only
five years. However, the Conservation and Open Space
Element contains policies to protect the Santa Clara River
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and its tributaries, as well as other riparian areas, from the
adverse impacts of development. Development proposals
Chat affect jurisdictional waters may also require permits
from the U. S: Army' Corps of Engineers, the California
Department of Fish and Game, and the Regional'Water
Quality Control Board.

Groundw~t~r R~soas~ces
Groundwater is concentrated into natural hydro-geological
units called basins. An aquifer is a subsurface area where
water collects; concentrates, and can be extracted within ~~
basin. Multiple aqu fersmay be located within each basin.
The three major groundwater basins underlying fhe plau-
ning area are the Santa Clara River Valley Groundwater
Basin, East Subbasin (East Subbasin) and the Acton Val-
ley Groundwater Basin'. The East Subbasin encompasses
the upper Santa Clara River Valley and is` comprised' of
-two aquifer systems, the Alluvium (also referred to as'the
Alluvial Aquifer), and the Saugus Formation. ̀The Alluvial
Aquifer generally underlies the Santa Clara` River and its
tributaries, and-the Saugus Formation underlies nearly the
entire`Upper Santa Clara River area."Groundwater in the
East Basin generally flows from east to west, following the
movement of the Santa Clara River: The East Subbasin
is the sole source oflocal groundwater for'urban water
supply in the Valley. 'Groundwater basins are shown on
Figure CO-3.

Because up to 80 percent of the average annual`precipitation
.occurs between Novernber'and March,-most groundwater
infiltration is in the form of winter-storm flow: However,
the East'Subbasin is also replenished by deep percolation
of agricultural land, urban irrigation, percolation from
septic tanks and leach field systems, and treated effluent
from water reclamation plants:

The Acton Valley Groundwater Basin'encompasses about
17 square miles and is bounded by the Sierra Pelona on the
north and the San Gabriel Mountains on the south', east, and
west. Groundwater in the basin's unconfined and foundin
alluvium and stream terrace deposits.' The regional direc-
tion of groundwater flow is`in a soutfiwesterly direction
toward Soledad Canyon. Replenishment of this basin is
achieved through percolation of direct rainfall and infiltra-
tion of surface"water runoff; agriculture and irrigation; and
septic tanks. There is no pumping for urban water supply
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and distribution from this basin, although individual users
in the far eastern portion of the planning area may have
private wells iz~ the Acton Valley Groundwater basin.

Natural or loft bottom drainage channels end wide natural
floodways and flood plains maximize the groundwater
recharge.potential and help to replenisk~ the aquifers. As an
unchannelized river, the. Santa Clara River and its tributar-
ies provide opportunities for groundwater recharge. The
best available evidence shows that no adverse impacts on
basin recharge have occurred due to the existing use of local
groundwater supplies, consistent with the Castaic Lake
Water Agency (CLWA)/purveyor gro~ndwafier,operatng
plan for the basin (see 2005 Basin Yield Report). In addition,
according, to the; memorandum.. prepared by CH2MHi~l
(E~~ct of ;Urbanization on Aquifer Recharge in the, Santa
Clc~rita Ualley,, February ,22> 2Q04), urbanization in .the
Santa C~a~ita Valley his been accompanied bylong-term
stability in pumping and,. groundwater levels, and the,addi-
tion of mportedSWP water to tl~e Valley, which together

have not reduced recharge to,groundwater, nor depleted
the amount of groundwater in storage within .the local

groundwater basin.

In March 2006, a technical memorandum specific to the
recharge of the Saugus Formation, was prepared by Luhdorff
& Scalmanini Consulting Engineers. This technical memo-
randum,Evaluation of Groundwater RechRrge Methods for

the Saugus Formation in the Newhall Ranch Specific Plan
Area, presented the following findings

Historical observations for several decades have;shown
that there have been no long-term _changes- in ground-
water,storage or bevels and that natural recharge pro-
cesses have sustained groundwater levels, including
long-term, essentially constant, highgroundwater lev-
els — without the need for artificial recharge. operations
to augment natural recharge;to the basin.,

• .The future operating plan for the basin has been evalu-
ated;inboth the 2005 Urban Water Management Plan
and the 2005 Basin Yield Report and neither document
calls, for atte~tnpts to artificially recharge the basin.

• The Saugus Formation is generally recharged in the
east to central portion of the basin. Groundwater
flow in the basin is generally east to west with result-
ing groundwater discharge at the western;end of the
basin.
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• If artificial recharge of the Saugus Formation were to
become desirable in the future, the recharge is hydro-
geologically feasible through injection wells. This
mechanism would alleviate the need to set aside land
area for artificial recharge purposes, and would likely
occur in the,eastern portion of tie Saugus Formation.
There would be no need for artificial recharge in the
western part of the basin.

V~~t~r S~Pp~Y
The primary sources of water in the planning area include
groundwater pumped from the aquifers in the East Sub-
basin, supplemenfied by imported water from the Stafie
Water Project (SWP). Completed in 1972, the SWP is the
largest water d version system in the world, consisting :of
22 dams and reservoirs; the i~rgest of these is an earthen
dam near Oroville which holds 3.5 million. acre feet of

surface runoff fzom the northern Sierras. When released
from the Orov~ll~ Dam, SWP water flows down the Feather
and Sacramento ~2ivers into the:Sacramento-San Joaquin
Delta, where it is pumped. across the Delta to. prevent it
from flowing into the ocean. From the Delta, SWP water is
conveyed 444 miles south through the Edmund G. Brown
California Aqueduct, which parallels Interstate 5 as far as
the Tehachapi Mountains.. The water is,raised 2,000 feet

by the Robert D. Edmonston Pumping Plant, enabling it
to be. conveyed., across the Tehachapi Moixntains and into
the Antelope Valley. The water is Khen distributed to SWP
reservoirs in Castaic and Moreno Valley., _At full capacity the
SWP system can convey 4 million acre feet der year. About
30 percent of the water is used fox agricultural irrigation,
primarily in the San Joaquin Valley, and 70 percent is used
for residential, municipal, and industrial use.

The most. southerly reservoir on the West Branch of the
SWP California Aqueduct is Castaic Lake. Castaic Lake
Water Agency (CLW~1) receives water from Castaic Lake
and distributes it to the local purveyors following.treatment.
CLWA, was formed in 1962 for the purpose of contracting
with the California Department of WaterResources (DWR)
to provide a supplemental supply of imported water to the
water purveyors in the Valley. CLWA serves an area of 195
square;mxles in Los Angeles and Ventura Counties, .with
an annual contract for 95,200 acre feet of SWP water. The
Agency treats and distributes a portion of SWP water to
four water. purveyors (also referred to as retailers) in the
planning area, which.in turn provide water to households
and business customers in the City. and unincorporated
communities.



Statelaw requires waterutlities that serve over 3,000 cus-
tomers to update and submit an Urban`Water Management
Plan (UWMP) every five years. CLWA and the fourlocal
retail water purveyors jointly prepared and adopted an
UWIVIP for the Santa Clarita Valley in 2005.' The'2005V
iJWMP was prepared fora 25-year planning horizon,
through 2030, and addressed the following question: Will
there be enough water for the Santa Clarita Community in
future years, and what mix of programs should be explored for
making this water available? The 2005.UWMP'concluded
that a reliable'and high quality water supply would be avail-
able to Valleywa~er customers, based on conservative wader
demand and implementation of conservation measures:

Although the 2005 UWIvIP acknowledged thaf SWP water
will remain an importanYsupplemental water supply source
for the Valley in the long term; it also emphasized the need
for ̀conjunctive use of local groundwater, increased use
of reclaimed water, and a substantial water conservation
effort. "Local water retailers currently pump over 50 percent
of the domestic water'supply from groundwater aquifers.
This water is generally blended with SWP supplies prior to
distribution to'domestic customers.

Another source of water'comes from transfers; exchanges,
and groundwater banking programs. Iri 2007, CLWA com-
pleted acquisition of an 11,000 acre-foot per-year supply
of high-flow Kern River water'that is being delivered'to
Gastaic'Lake using SWP facilities. Iri' addition, CLWA
has banked over 115,000 acre-feet in groundwater. banks
n'Kern County; this water will be used to ofFset shortages
during future dry years;

Due to the rapid growth in the Santa Glarita Valley, annual
total wati'er demand has more than doubled between '1980
and 2004 (from about ̀37,000'acre=feet to about 88,000
acre-feet). The UWIVIP projects annual increases in water
usage of about 22 percent through 2030 without conserva-
ton measures in place; and 1.3 percentannual water usage
increases with conservation measures. Pri3jected 2030
demand' is estimated of 138,300. acre feet. This estimate
is in line with population growth projections pr"spared
for the update of the City's General Plan and the County's
Area-Plan.

As part''of the 2005 UWMP, water shortage contingency
planning was also addressed by the water agencies.' These
contingencies included continued drought, an interruption
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of SWP delivery, and'power outages. Plans for such con-
tingencies include water conservation,' mandatory limits
on use'; and penalties'for excessive use, among`other mea-
sures. The amount of SWP water supply delivered to the
SWP contractors in a given year depends on the demand
for the supply, the amount of rainfall~~§nowpack, runuit;
water in storage, pumping capacity from fhe Delta, and
legal and environmental consCrairits on SWP'operatun.
According to the DWR water deliveryreliability depends
on three general factors: (1) the availability of'water at
the source; (2) the ability to convey water from the source
fo the°desired poiri't of delivery;' and (3)+ t`he magnitude of
demand-for the'water.

A topic of growing concern for water planners and managers
is climafe change and the potential impacts iti'could have
on'California's`future water supplies. Current literature
suggests`that climate'change is likely to significantly impact
the hydrological cycle, changing California's precipitation
pattern and amount from that shown by the historical
record. 'According fo DWR,'there is evidence that some
changes are already occurring, such as'snowmelt'beginnng
earlier in the Sierras, an increase in water runoff as a'frac-
tion of the total runoff, and an increase in winter flooding
frequency. More variablityin rainfall; wetter'°at times and
drier'at'times; would'place more stress on the reliability
of existing flood inanageinent and water supply'systems',_.
such as the SWP. Local responses to climate change'due
fo greenhouse gas emissions-are discussed in a later section
of this Element.

Sacram~ente~San 1~~qu~n Demta Iss~~s
AfF~ct~n~gUU~ter~Supply
After adoption of the joint 2005 UWNIP by Santa Clarita
Valley water agencies, a 2007 judicial'decision concerning
th"e Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta temporarily reduced
water allocations by the'SWP; pending further actions by
the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS)'to mitigate
habitat impacts from water exports. As noted above, CLWA
contracts with the DWR to purchase'SWP water, with an
annual contract'amount of 95,200 acre feet. SWF water
represents nearly half of the water used by Valley residents
and businesses during` a typical year; witk groundwater
resources providing the rest. Because of the importance
of SWP ̀water'to continued' growth and development in
the Valley; a brief description of the issues pertaining to
the Delta, "and their impact on water supply, is provided
in thi's section:
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The current issues with distribution of SWP supplies result

from a legal decisions on a court case that concerned impacts

of water pumping on fragile ecosystems of the. Sacramento-
San Joaquin Delta. 'Ihe Delta is a network of natural and
artificial channels and reclaimed islands at the confluence of
the south-flowing Sacramento River and the north-flowing
San Joaquin River; just east of where they enter Suisun. Bay,
an upper arm of San Francisco Bay. Extending in width
more t$an 40 miles from Sacramento to Tracy, the pelta
encompasses 1,600 square miles, receives runoff frprn dour
major rivers, drains over 40 percent of the State,.and carries
more water seaward than the Colorado River. The Delta
provides habitat for numerpus species offish and wildlife;
nearly half of the State's migrating waterfowl and shore-
birds, and;two thirds.. of the State's spawning salmon, pass
through the Delta. Author William Fulton.described the
multiple functions served by the. Delta for both ecological
and econonnic purposes: _

The Delta is; a crossroads for all of California. Its
flush of fresh water contains almost half the runoff in
the state, and helps forestall saltwater intrusion that
would harm people. and wildlife.. The Delta contains
vital shipping channels that serve long-established
industrial p,prts in Martinez, Pittsburg, Stockton...
It is a heavily used recreation azea prized by fishing
interests, boaters,_and others. It is home to several
towns, including at lest two below sea level: Thanks
to a system of levees constructed over a century, the
Delta has hundreds of thousands of acres in farmland,
including some .150,000 acres that lie below sea level.
And finally, the Delta is a switching station for Califor-
nia'swater. Most of the water used in the state —from
municipal and federal dams to the east and state dams
to the north — is stored, flushed, and p~}mped across
the Delta to reach farm and urban customers to .the
west and south. Sixty percent of #h~ state's _drinking
water travels through the Delta, along with water to
irrigate almost half the fruits and.yegetables in the
United States.z

In the sp;ing of 2007, the Statesaw the first voluntary shut-
down of the SWP pumps in the Delta to protect: fish: The
goldfish-sized Delta smelt (Hypomesus transpacificus), a

1 ~fvlton, William. The Reluctant Nreira~iotts: the Notitics o(Uiban Growth rn'Los Angeles. Voint
Arena CA, Solano Press Books, t99%pages 97tl-i1L _.
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state- and federally-listed endangered species, and some
other pelagic (open water) fishes have been in decline: since
the .early 2000s for reasons that likely include the presence
of invasive species, which have altered the basic food web
in the Delta, and the impacts of toxins, in-Delta diversions,
and water project operations. In 2007, SWP operational
changes in the Delta consisting of 500,000 acre-feet were
taken to help protect the endangered Delta smelt. Unfor-
tunate~y, these actions did not result in an ir~~rease in the
abundance of Delta smelt in the fall of 2Q07, suggesting
that more than just water project operational changes in
the Delta are needed to increase Delta smelt abundance. In
addition, another pelagic: fish, the longfin smelt, is now being
considered fqr listing under the State Endangered Species
Act, DWR states that a,mQre comprehensive approach to
address the decline in pelagic fish is needed.

The Delta smelt ~s considered to be an "indicator species."
$ecause of its wide range and ~istorica~ly large, numbers
throughout the Delta, some believe its health anti, abun-
dance serve to indicate the general health of the Delta as
habitat for other species. Like the proverbial canary in a
mine shaft,,Delta smelt populations react quickly to;deg-
radations of water quality, indicating changes that may
affect other species. In addition, smelt and other small
fish in the Delta serve as-.the foundation for tk~e food chain
that supports larger species of fish and marine life, includ-
ing striped bass, a popular fish for recreational fishermen.
Populations of smelt have seriously declined over the last
twenty years, .From a population of 800,000 during the
1960s and 1970s, the smelt population has dropped to about
35,000 in the Delta. Of most immediate concern to con-
servationists, smelt and other small fish, are in danger of
being sucked into the large pumps that siphon water from
the Delta into aqueducts that: carry it xo water customers
located hundreds of miles to the south. During 2007, new
Delta planning efforts — including the Delta Vision process
established by Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger and the
Bay/Delta,Conservatio~ Planning process —have reached
important conclusions. about the need to change the way
water is conveyed„across or around the Delta to both better
protect. fish.and provide a sustainable and reliable water
supply for the State. Those efforts are expected to continue
into, 2008. anda beypnd.

As noted above, the Sacramento-San Joaquin. Delta;is the
largest estuary on the West Coast. It functions as the hub
of California's water system, as a vital resource in the fishing
and agricultural economies, serves as a recreational area,



and is home to millions of Californians. A 2007 report
by the Public ̀Policy-Institute of California concluded that
"most Californians rely on the'Delta for something, whether
they know it or not" Numerous water agencies rely'on
the State pumps in the Delta, and many would 'face water
rationing within a few'weeks if Delta supplies become
unavailable. Regions of fhe State that depend on imported
water #'rom the Delta must consider the importance of this
region for all Californians, and plan for contingencies in
the event water supplies from the Delta are temporarily or
permanently reduced due to competing demands.

As to the ability to convey source water to the desired point
of availability, DW R repoets that"ari uncertainty factor exists
with respect to SWF operations; because they are closely
regulated by Delta water quality standards established by
the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) and set
forth in ~Vater'Rights Decisiori'1641. DWR also reports
other factors of uncertainty due to the°.continuing. unex-
plained'decline nmany pelagicfish species, including"the
Delta smelt since. the early 2000's> and the legal'challenges
to SWP operation and on-going planning activities related
to the Delta. Other uncertainties irizlude future sea level
rise associated with global climate change, which could
iicrease'salinity in the Delta and the risk of interruptions
in SWP' diversions from the Delta due to levee failures.
The referenced litigation challenges are described in more
detail'below.

As to estimating the future demand for SWP water; DWR
has` identified uncertainty factors including population
growth;`water conservation, recycling efforts; other sup-
ply sources, and global'climate change. Iri addition to the
above-identified'factors affecting water delivery reliability,
DWR has reported other limitations and assumptions, all of
which are explained in the Draft State Water Project`Delivery
Reliability Report 2007. This report has also identified the
status'of four major`concurrent Delta planning efforts that
are underway with objectives related to providing a sustain-
able Delta over the long-term.` These planning efforts may
propose clianges'to SWP operations, which in turn could
affect SWP water supply availability. The planning efforts
are the'Delta Vision, the Delta'Risk Management Strategy,
the CALFED Ecosystem Restoration Program Conservation
Strategy, and the Bay-Delta Conservation Plan. Accord-
ng to DWR, each planning effort could affect SWP -and
Central Valley'Project operations in the Delta, and each is
explained in detail in tfie'Draft State Water Project Delivery
Reliability Report 2007.
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Recent litigation has had an effect upon the availability
and reliability of imported SWP' supplies. For example,
in October 2006, plaintiff Watershed Enforcers, a project
of the California Sportfishing Protection Alliance, filed a
lawsuit in Alameda County Superior Court'alleging that
DWR was not iu compliance with the California Endan-
gered Species Act (CESA) and'did not have'the required
state incidental take permit to "protect the Delta smelt as
part of'DWR's pumping operations aYthe Harvey O. Banks
Pumping Plant loca'ted`near the town of Tracy (Watershed
Enforcers, et al, v. California Department of Water Resources,
et al. Alameda County Superior Court No. RG06292124
(Watershed dec sionJ):'In Apr T2007; the court agreedwifh
the plaintiff and`ordered a shutdown of pumping from tht
Delta if appropriate permits couli not be obtained in 60 days.
In May 2007,'the DWR filed an appeal of the trial court's
decision, which automaticallystayed the decision pending
the outcome of the appeal. At the same time, D~NR entered
into a Memorandum of Understanding with California
Department of Fish and Game'{CDFG) to jointly work with
the appropriate'federalagencies to develop a federal Bologi-
cal Opinion that complies with CESA.' buringpreparation
of the new Biological Opinion, DWR committed itself to
actions'related to protecting the belfa smelt and other
species through adaptive management'provisions. Upon
completion'of this effort, DWR plans to submit a request
to CDFG for a consistency determination under CESA that
would allow for incidental take based on the new'federal
Biological Opinion.

On iVlay 25> 2007, the tJ.S. District Court for the Eastern Dis-
trict,the Honorable Oliver W. Wanger presiding; found that
the 2005 United States' Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS)
Biological Opinion for Delta 'smelt was not consistenfwith
the requirements of the federal Endangered- Species Act
aria must be rewritten: On August 3T; 2007, Judge Wanger
established interim operating'rules to protect Delta smelt
until`the USFWS rewrites the Biological Opinion: The
interim operating rules set in-Delta flow targets in Old
and Middle Rivers from late December through June that
will restrict CVP and SWP pumping in 2008 and until the
Biological Opinion is rewritten'Judge Wanger's restrictions
on CVP/SWP operations will' last until a new Biological
Opinion for Delta smelt is completed: The new Biologi=
cal Opinion is expected to impose restrictions that may
continue reduced pumping operations in the SWP/CVP
until broader solutions are implemented for the Bay-Delta.
Other implications are described below based on the best
available current information.
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In terms of short-term water supply availability, there have
been short-term effects xelated to issues presented in the
Watershed and Wanger dgcisions. There is also concexn that
the remedy adopted by the District Court could ultimately
become part of the conditions in the new Biological Opinion
and incidental take pexmit expected to be issued in the fall
of 2008. These concerns, if they nnaterialxze, could limit
the amount of SWP water that can be delivered to SWP
contractors, including CLWA.

Governor Schwarzenegger directed DWR to take imnnedi-
ate action to improve conditions in the Delta. According
to the Office of the Governor, the Governor is building on
his Strategic Growth Plan, which consi~ts,of approximately
$6 _billion to upgrade California's water, systems. The Gov-
ernorhas also directed the Delta Vision Blue Ribbon Task
Force to develop a delta management plan. The Task Force
has presented its findings and recommendations; and its
strategic., plan is due by October 31, 2008. The Bay-Delta
Conservation Plan is also underway. This plan zs intended
to ensure compliance with federal. and state Endangered
Species Act requirements in the Delta. The $1 billion pro-
posed in the Governor's comprehensive plan yvill be used
to fund recommendations from both the Delta Vision Task
Force and the Conservation Plan.

Over the long-term, water supply availability and reliability
will continue to be assessed,by DWR in DWR's biennial
SWP, delivery reliability reports. These reports neces-
sarily take into. account a myriad of factors in eyaluatn~
long-term water supply aYailability and reliability. These
factors include multiple, sources of water, a range of water
demands, timing of water.uses, hydrology, available facili-
ties, regulatory,restraints (including pumping constraints
dae to impacts on listed fish species), water conservation
strategies, and future .weather patterns., The Watershed
and Wanger decisions highlight the regulatory restraints
applicable to SWP supplies, which have impacted IaWR
deliveries of SWP supplies in the past, and could.curtail
such deliveries in the future.

Following the final court order issued in the Wanger deci-
sion, representatives of CLWA and the four local retail water
purveyors met with Los Angeles County;and City of Santa
Clarita planning staffto coordinate water supply and land
use planning activities for the Santa Clarita Valley. In addi-
tion, DWRhas issued its Draft State Water Project Delivery
Reliability Report, 2007. Based on this information, CLWA
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has determined that there are sufficient water supplies avail-
ablefor pending and future development within the CLWA
service area for the foreseeable future through 2030, as set
forth in the 2005 UWMP. The Valley's water suppliers are

presently.reviewing tbeirprojected service needs and water
supply estimates, and will be jointly preparing an amended
UWMP, beginning in 2009.

Water Car~serv~ti~r~
Water conservation has become an increasingly important
factor in water supply planning throughout, California,
especially in light of continuing drought, conditions and the
Delta issues described above. A monthly, newsletter issued by
Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger's office in January, Zb08
underscored the State's concern about water availability:

Today California has more than 37 million people with

a water system built for half thaf,.and we are seeing

the consequences. Businesses and. homes are facing

mandatory reductions in water use, and new develop-
mentsthat would,providegood-paying jobs have been

delayed because local governmex~ts.don't know if there
will be enough water to go around.

Adding to concerns about water supply are recent, studies

o£ the effect of climate change on precipitation rates.and
snowpack in the western United States... A 2007 study by
scientists at theScripps Institutio~n,of Oceanography showed
that cli~~le change.from ~iuman activity is disrupting water
supplies in the region. "Trends in snowpack, river runoff
and air temperatures -three fundamental indicators of the
status of the West's Hydrological .cycle - .point to a decline
in the region's most valuable natural resource, water, as
population and demand grows in the West," according to
a SGripps.press release describing the study's conclusions.'
Through; extensive data analysis ;and multiple models, all
of which yielded,the same results, the study forecasted, a
serious water supply problem for those dependent o~n the
Colorado. River drainage, and substantial alterations to
the hydrology of the Sacramentq River Delta, home to
many sensitive ecosystems and economically important
wildlife_. Although the Sang Clarita.Vall~y does not,us~
water imported.from the Colorado River, this water source

~ ScateofCallfornla,Qffive'oPt(ieGovernor,ExternaFAKein,.hfiontlyNewsfefeerl`anuary,2008.
4 Scripps InstiCUtion of Oceanograph~dUC San Diego, "Climate Crisis in the West Predicted
with Increasing Certainty," Uecem6er t% 7.007. Available o~riine at http://scrippmewsucsd.
ed u/Releases/? reiea s es I D=85 ti



is critical to portions of the Los Angeles basin served by the

Metropolitan Water bistrict of Southern California. Any

reduction in Colorado River water availability is likely to

affect demands for water from the State Water Project. The

Colorado River basin is`now in'the eighth gear of drought,

and water levels in Lakes Mead and Powell are at only about

50percent of capacity.

One of the greatest opportunities for conservation is reduc-

t on of landscap"e irrigation through greater efficiency and

use of native, drought-tolerant plant materials. Grasses

bred for-use in lawns are not native to North America, and

require a large amount of water to promote growth. Since
the Santa Clarify Valley's annual precipitation is only about
13 inches per year, much of tfie water used for landscape
irrigation must be imported. As much as 60 to 70 percent
of the water used by residential customers is typically for
landscape irrigation. 'Water conservafom by residential
customers through miniiniziiigwater-dependent landscap-
ingand maximizing low-water use land'scaping'(xer scape)
could contribute significa~itly to ensuring that` long term
water needs' are met in the Valley.

'Ihe term xeriscape was coined by the Denver Water Board
in 1978` to mean "water conservation 'through creative
landscaping". Awell=designed xeriscape landscape ̀can
reduce yard maintenance by as much as 50 percent,`and
requires less fertilizer and'pesticides Watering efficiently
and mulching'can also save significantly on water usage.
Xeriscape'plants nsejust one tenth of the water that a lawn of
green grass uses.' Each' lawn that'is replaced with xeriscape
plants can save' up to 260 gallons of water per day.

Public agencies"have an opportunity#o Set ari example on
water conservation in landscaping, by replacing water-
thirstyturf with xeriscape on street medians and parkways,
around pul~lic'buildings and on other public land that is
not actively used for recreational purposes. ̀ CLWA has
installed a demonstration garrlei~ adjacent to its admnis-
fration building; acid provides information on' xeriscape
landsca"ping techniques. In 2008, Los Angeles County
adopted an ordinance limiting the amount ̀of turf and
requiring drought-tolerant landscaping on nety develop-
ment. Included in the ordinance was a list of drought-
tolerant plants suitable for various climate zones within
the County.. $oth the Gity and the-County will showxheir

Chap#eK 4e C~t~servat3on aa~d Open S~ac~ ~iem~~~at

commitment to wise water use through converting turf
to xeriscape ari new capital projects. Policies have been
included in this element supporting these measures.

In other water conservation measures, CLWA and the retail
water purveyors iri the Valley liave been aggressively im~le-
mentingdemand mariagementmeasures and best manag~-
ment 'practices.` Activities include water audits and repairs,
public outreach, conservation pricing, residential plurnli"ing
retrofit, residential ultra low flush toilet replacement, large
landscape conservation, and conservation programs' for
commercial; industrial; and'inst tutionaI accoums. for-new
construction;-the California plumbing code ̀lias instituted
requirements that mandate installation of low-flow toilets
and showerheads. CLWA estimates that conservation will
result in along-term reduction of water demand.

~iat~r'ecyr~ir~g
State' water policy identifies water recycling. as a beneficial
use of water, and recycled water is an important component
of water management planning: The Sanitation Districts of
Los Angeles County (I;ACSD)' own and operate two water
reclamation plants inthe Valley; the Saugus WRP (No 26)
and the Valencia WRP (No: 32): Wastewater is treated at
these plants to tertiary levels and discharged'fo the Santa
Clara River. The primary sources of wastewater to the
Saugus aril Valencia'WRPs are domestic. Together; the
WRPshave a design' capacity of 28:1- milliomgallons per
day. ̀ Current pans call for"recycled water from only the
Valencia plant,located on The Old R`oad'near 1Vtagic Moun-
tain Amusement Park,'to be used as a source`of recycled
water. -Use of water from the Valencia WRP for`landscaping
purposes began`iri'2003, with deliveries fo the'Westrdge
Golf Course. Recycled water from the Valencia WRP has
alsdbeen used by the City for landscape irrigation, and for
construction applications-via tanker truck.

T ie ability of CLWA to itse'recycled water'is constrained
by its rights to use the water' available. CI^WA has begin
approved to use 1,700 acre-feet per day of recycled ~cvater,
but the ultimate recycled water use is governed by various
laws, court decisions, and water rights of downstream users.
Only "foreign" water, such as water imported from the State
Water Project, can be used for recycling purposes.

Developers of the Newhalt Ranch Specific Plan are alsoplan-
ning foconstruct awater recyclingfacility, and non-potable
water from tHis source will be utilized for the Newhall
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Ranch development. The proposed facility would be located
south: of S1t-126 at the western edge of the project site, with
an ultimate capacity off' 6.8 million gallons,per day. Eftlu-
ent from the proposed WRP would be used to meet non-
potable water demand within the project area, 'the plant
is projected to produce approximately 5,000 acre-feet,per
year on.average,

Currently,: CLWA serves approximately 448 acre-feet.per
year of recycled water to the Valencia Water Company for
ir~igatipn purposes at Westridge Golf Course and other

sites. C~;WA has.:identified,a numben of potential users of

recycled water. in the future. Demands for.recycled water
are seasonal, with:the highest demands occurring during
the hot; dry summer months when irrigation requirements
are greatest. CLWA estimates that the total potential annual

recycled water demand, that is cost effective to serve is
approximately 17,400 acre-feet per year. Implementation
of the recycled water system is expected to occur over the
next 25 years. CLWA has identified various strategies to

encourage the use of recycled water, including rate. reduc-

tionsand working with the City to mandate recycled water

use for certain applications. - ,

The California State approved Assembly Bi11 1881, which
requires the Department of Water Resources to create a
model ordinance to improve the, efficiency of water;use, in

new and existing urban irrigated landscape in California.
A draft ordinance was created :and underwent a .public

review process by public andprivate agencies. Local agen-
cies were, required to adopt the. ordinance no later than
January 1, 2010. The County and the; City of Santa Clarita
will puxsue meeting AB;1881 requirements, including the
implementation: of water;efftcient irrigation and; landscap,-
ng on all future,developments.

Water Q~~lity
The federal, Clean, Water Act was, adopted to restore and
maintain.the chemical, physical, and biological. integrity
of.the nation's waters. ,The Act,directs each state to es#ab-
lish water gixality standards for all "waters of the United
States:' The Environmental Protection Agency has del-
egated responsibilityformplementation of poxtions ofthe
Clean Water Act, ;.including water quality control planning,
to the State Water Resources Confirol Board (SWRCB) and
nine Regional Water Quality Control, Boards (RWQCB).

The SWRCB establishes statewide policies and regulations
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for. nnplennenting water quality. control programs. The
RWQCBs develop.., and implement Water Quality Control

Plays, (Basin Plans) that consider regional beneficial uses,
water quality characteristics, and water qualitg problems.
Each Basin Plan-also provides strategies and implementation
plans; for the control of pollutants, remediation of pollution,
monitoring, and assessment of the region's waters. ;,

The.. National Folluta~t Discharge Elimination System

(NPDES) Program was established in the Clean Water Act
to regulate discharges o'f pollutants into si~rf~ce waters of the
United States. Both point d scharges.(such as a,rnunicipal
or industrial discharge at a specific location off, pipe). and
nonpoint source discharges (such,as diffuse runoff of surface
water from streets and parkinglots) are,regulated by the
NBDBS.Program. In addition, construction activities which

may result inwater-born erosion fxom grading or stockpil-

ing are regulated through various techniques called.".best
management_practices' Waterqualitymanagementplans

and stormwater:pollution prevention plans are required
for development projects to meet the requirements of the

NPDES Program to maintain water quality.

Surface water qualifiy within the planning area is affected

by a variety of,discha~'gES from both goxnt and; nonpoi~nt

sources,- Wastewater treatmentplant e#tluent is the largest
and most common point-source discharge. Urban runoff,

erosion;. agricultural runoff,- and other ,~atural:causes are

common nonpoint,sources. Pollutants from both point and

nonpoint sources include dissolved and suspended solids,

oil, grease, nutrients, metals, bacteria, and pesticides.

The Santa Clarita Valley planning area, is within the hydro-
logical areas covered by the 1994 Water Quality Control

Plan,for the Santa Clara River Basin (California Department
of Water. Resource& Hydrolpgical Unit No. 403.51)... Portions
of the Santa Clara Rivex watershed have been identified as
an "impaired water body" by the SWRCB because waters in

these areas exceed adopted standards for. various pollutants.
Pollutants of concern include chloride, caliform, ammonia,
nitrates, nitrites, and various organics. In 2005, th~;Upper

Santa Clara River Chloride Total Maximum Daily Load
(TMDL) became effective; outlining a 13-year plan to reduce
chloride levels, in the river. Chloride sources include SWP

water imported into the Valley fordrinkng water, reclaimed

water from the Valencia. and Saugus WRPs, and:, domestic

sources (includingwatexsoftenersand:salt-water pools). The

use of residential self-regenerating water softeners installed

prior to,2003 is the most significant controllable source



of chloride`-.entering in`to'the community sewer system,
accounting for approximately 30 percent of all chloride
in the discharge. The WRPs have not been designed`to
remove chloride. Although installation of new automatic
watersofteners was prohibitedn 2003,'it is estimated that
thousands of self-regenerating water softeners are still` n
use within the Santa Clarita Valley Joint Sewerage"System.
The Sanitation District has initiated a public awareness
and education program, financial incentives for removal
of water softeners, and'a voluntary sales ban of salt and
water softeners in °local° business: In 2007, the Sanitation
District entered into ari`agreement'with awater softener
provider to remove nearly 600 rented water softeners from
Valley'residences in order taproteefi water quality:'If salt
levels- discharged into' the river" do not decrease due to
these compliance efforts, the Sanitation District may have
to-install'additional costly treatment equipment, resulting
in higher rate charges'to sewage customers. A referendum
proposed by'the Santa Clarity Valley Sanitation :Districts
of Los'Angeles County to ban existing water softeners was
passed in November 2008.

Both the Countyand the City are working closely with the
SWRQCB to'`meet requirements for the TMDL, through
prog~ams'to provide pro-active public~education and'out-
reach,` incentives for residents and business owners; and
implementation of new #echnologies. ̀ A policy has been
included in this`element supporting cooperative "efforts to
address'TMDL requirements, in order to improve wafer
qu~lity'in the Santa Clara River.

To ensure drinking water quality of SWP water, CLWA has
two surface water treatment plants that eliminate microbial
contaminant; salts, minerals and algae: According to the
2005'UWMP, groundwater from the East'Subba`sin does
not have mic~ob'ial waterproblems. Parasites; bacteria; and
virusesare'filtered oaYaswater percolates through soil; sand
and rock on its way to the aquifer. However; disinfectants
are added to local groundwater when it'is pumped by wells
to protect public`health. "A11' groundwater used for potable
water meets'or exceeds'dririking voter standards.

Perchlorate contamination emanating from the former
Whittaker-Bermite'site in the central portion of the Valley
has been detected in the Saugus formation, and to a lesser
extent; in the Ailuviumformation in the East` Subbasin.
As discussed in the 2005. UWMP, Chapter 5 and Appendix
D, there has been extensive investigation of the extent of
Perchlorate contamination; which; in combination with

Chapter 4: Conservation and Open Space Eiemea~fi

groundwatefmodeling; hosled tothe currenfplan`for inte-
gratedcontrol of contamination migration and restoration
of impacted pumping .(well)' capacity.

The short-term response plan for the protection of other
alludial wells, down gradient from the Whittaker-Bermite
site, will be to promptly install wellhead treatment to ensure
adequate water supplies. This plan .complements the lon-
ger-term source control actions being undertaken by the
Whittaker-Bermite property owner under supervision=of
the State DeparCment of Toxic Substances Control (DISC)
to address perchlorate contamination in the northern allu-
vium (to the north of-the former Whittaker-Bermite site).
The long-term plan also includes the CLWA groundwater
containment, treatment and resfioration projectto prevent
further downstream'migration'of perchlorate,the treatment
of water extracted as part of the containment process, and
the recovery of lost local groundwater"production from the
SaugusFormation. -

There àre four Saugusw211s contaminated by Perchlorate.The
four contaminated wells consist of one owned by Newhall
County Water District, two owned by'Santa Clarify-Water
District, and Valencia Water Company well 157, which has
been sealed and abandoned. These four wells represent a
total of 7,900 gallons per minute of pumping capacity (or
full=time source capacity of about 12,700 acre-feet per year)
inactivated due to Perchlorate contamination:

Low impact D~vel~pment
In the past; traditional planning and design techniques have
often focused on particular characteristics of a building site
and the immediate area, rathex than on'the relationship of
each new developmentproject to the surrounding regional
envirdnment. Even more holistic planning concepts such
as new urbanism and smart growth have often overlooked
the implications of a specific development project. on envi-
ronmental conditions in the greater watershed. Planners
now`understand that develdpment'decision's cannot b'e
Limited to site specific conditions, but must'be made in
consideration of broader environmental conditions such
as regional water quality.

The construction of impervious surfaces "such as roads,park
ing lots, and rooftops leads to the degradation of water qual-
ity byincreasing runoffvolumestream sedimentation and
water acidity; altering regular stream flow and watershed
hydrology, and reducing groundwater recharge. Accord-
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ing to the EPA, aone-acre parking lot produces a runoff
volume almost 16 times as great as would an undeveloped
tr~eadow,Qf the same size..

The. concept of Low Impact Development (LID) was created
to ensure that new development is designed in consideration
of overall environmental conditions, including regional
waterquality.:~.ID is,a land,use planning approach that
incorporates,"green infrastructure" concepts ~uct~ aszero
runoff., rainfall harvesting,,groundwater recharge, biofiltra-
tion, native landscapes, green streets, ;and other rnea~ures
to promote water quality protection in; new development.
The goal of LID. is to protect a community's natural, pre-
de~elopment water flow n order to minimize ecglogical
irr~pactsofurba~~zation.

The LID concept was created in the early 1990's in Mary-

land, with. support from the U. S. Environmental Protee-
tion Agency;.to improve water:quality in Chesapeake Bay.
LID was designed to provide cost-effective alternatives
to conventional stormwater management, which is typi-
cally designed to transport heavily polluted stormwatex
and urban runpff through pipes._ and concrete channels
as quickly as possible. into larger regional water bodies.
LID principles were .developed to control runoff at: the
source;:_, According to :information from the Low Impact
Development;Center, basic planning principles include
the following:

1. - Stormwater management. In. LID; stormwater is man-
aged as in;a naturalsystem, by creating permeable
surfaces to.infiltratestoxmwater and urban runoff:into
the underlying soil and reduce the amount of runoff'
.from impervious surfaces; Design measures#o manage
stormwater;at the source include trenches, drainfields,
drywells, and bio-retention areas:,::Rain:.gardensaxe
shallow depressions; filled with soil, ;sand and plants
that retain, filter, and treat stormwater: Filter strips
and bioswales provide pretreatment before waters: an
infiltrated area. Constructed wetlands are designed
to remove;pollytants from runo#~'andprovde habitat
and. recreation,yalue. Vegetated swales move runoff,
to infiltration systems, slow the erosive velocity; and
filter pollutants.

2. Urban runoff reduction, Urban, runoff during dry
weather is largely the result of too .much water for
landscape irrigation, and washing of driveways and
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sidewalks. This runoff mixes with fertilizer, pesticides,
pollutants on roadways, and other: contaminants to

create soame of the most polluted hater entering creeks
and rivers. LID measures include irrigation control

and the use of native and compatible plant species that
require less water.

3. Site design and circulation. Minimizing the amount
of asphalt and other.impervious road and parking
surfaces in site design and circulation decreases the
amount of runoff and pollutants, while reducing,bgth
infrastructure and maintenance costs. Modifications
to conventional design to reduce impervious surfaces

area.. includes reduced street widths; reduced parking,
use of porous materials in driveways and parking areas,
and the use: of traffic calming measures that include
stormwater capture components..Mixed;use de~elop-
ment which allows pedestrian circulation and incor-
poratesgreen belts, conserves open space, and protects
natural,features will also,protect;water quality.

Policies have'been included in.this Element to require LID
techniques in the design of both private development and
capital projects, for the purpose of managing stormwater

at the source,. enhancing surface water quality, reducing
runoffvolumes, and economizing on infrastructure costs
for drainage systems and treatment facilities. In October

2008, the County Board of Supervisors adapted a LID

ordinance.

1 c ~ ~ ► ~~i11T;~

~q~lagic~M Setting
The :Santa Clarita planning area encompasses the,: Santa

Clara Ruer Valley, the east extension of the Santa Susana
Mountains, the western reaches of the San Gabriel Moun-
tains,:and the :southern ;slopes of the Sierra Pelona range.
Because of the:range'of ecosystems found in this geographic
setting; the planning area contains a wide variety of natural
vegetation types: Approximately 49 percent (237: square
miles).: of:the planning area islocated within National Forest
lands. Predominant gegetatiomwithinNationalEorestlands
include mixed chaparral with hardwood and conifer forests
at higher elevations,; and riparian vegetation along stream
channels. Much of the undeveloped portions of the Valley



floor are vegetated with coastal scrub interspersed with
annual grasslands. Around and-east of Agua Dulee,' desert
scrub componentsand scattered junipers are found.

Wildlife within'the planning area is also' diverse. River
channels and open upland areas of the planning area pro-
vide habitat for movement and foraging, as doesthe adja-
cent National Forest land. Species of bats, rodents; rabbits,
weasels; badgers; skunks, raccoons, fox; bobcafblaekbear,
and coyote are -known to inhabit canyons throughout the
planning area.

Various habitats-within the planning area also support
bird diversity'-for resident, migratory, and seasonaLspecies.
Numerous species of raptors, sparrow, quail, hummingbirds,
swallows, larks; and owls have been identified, along with
such federaPand`State special status 'species as Soufhwest-
ern Willow Flycatcher (Empdonax traillii extimus); and
Least Bell's Vireo {Vire'o bellii' pusillus). The flycatcher
typically occupies the'unincorporated County portion of
the planning area near Castaic Creek just west of the City
of Santa Clarita boundary; while the vireo is found in local
riparian~habitats:

Amphibians and reptiles are abundant and relatively diverse
within certain portions of the planning area. Snakes; toads,
frogs; lizards; and salamanders are primarily found along
the'Santa Clara River and its'tributa`ries, as well as other
riparian areas. The Unarmored Threespine Stickleback
(Gasterosteus aculeatus williamsoni), a Federal and State-
listed endangered species, has also been identified in the
planning area.

As one of the last free-flowing natural riparian systems left
in southerm California, the =Santa Clara River'supports a
diversity of organisms by providingbreeding sites; Ytavel-
ing routes; and other- resources'for wildlife: Protechion of
the watershed for habitat preservation'is akey conserva-
tion goal: During'tlie history of settlement' and resource
extraction in-the Santa Clarity Valley, the watershed has
been damaged repeatedly by=human activities.' The rupture
of the St: Francis Dam in March;1928 sent a 180-foot high
wall of water crashing!down-San Francisquifio`Canyon to
its junction with the Santa Clara River, sweeping away
structures; farms, and'people in its path as well as wildlife
habifiat. IvTiningactivities hyve degraded habitats through
pollution of surface and groundwater, crushing activi-
ties, roads, pipelines, and other infrastructure constructed
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within the watershed. Agriculture hasgenerated`stormwater
runoff that impacts'surface and groundwater quality with
increased salts, nitrogen, and pesticides. Off-road vehicle
use within the watershed damages wildlife directly as well
as through destructiomof habitat and introduction of exotic
and invasive plants: Storrnwater drainage systems'have
changed the path and rate of flow for water`enteri'ng thz
fiver, necessitating the construction ̀of concrete banks
for stabilization that impact groundwafer recharge. Many
of the water conservation policies'eontained'in this ele
ment, 'including water conservation,, promoting' irifiltra-
tion"through pervious'surfaces use ofnative`landscaping,
limiting use of'rivasiveiandscape species, and acquisition
of open space in the watershed-for conservation purposes;
will also protect the quality of the Santa Glarita Watershed
for habitat conservation purposes.

~ensit6v~ Species
Serisiti've biological resources are those habitats or spe-
cies that lave been recognized by federal,: State; and/or
local agencies as being endangered; threatened, rare, or in
decline throughout all' or part of their'historical distribu-
tion. Numerous sensitive plant and%animal species and
communities have beenrdentified 'within the planning
area, especiallywithin National Forest' lands {see Figure
CO-4) Sensitive communities include~southern coast live
oak'woodlands, valley oak:woodland, southern mixed
riparian, southern riparian scrub, sycamore alder riparian
woodland, southern willow scrub, big cone. spruce-canyon
oak, and native grassland. Vernal pools have also been
identified on Cruzam Mesa, in Plum' Canyon; and:east of
Interstate 5; within the Fair Oaks Ranch and Golden Valley
Ranch area: "The federally endangered Least Bell's vireo
and Southwestern Willow Flycatcher depend on' nesting
;and foraging-habitat provided by vegetation communities
within the planning area. Riparian habitats along the`Santa
Clara Ri"ver Soledad Canyon, Bouquet- Canyon, and San
Francisquito Canyon support tfie endangered Vnafmored
Threespine Stickleback.

Habitat for the following sensitive species is known to occur
within the planning area or in forest lands adjacent to the
planning area, which should be protected from adverse
impacts of development:

• Gnatcatcher, coastal California (Polioptila californica
californica);
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Frog, California red-legged (Rana c{urora draytonii);

Toad, arroyo (arroyo southwestern) (Bufo californicus

microscaphus);

• Barberry, Nevin's (Berberis nevinii);

• Stickleback, unarmored threespine (Gasterosteus acu-

leatus wflliatnsoni); and

• Flycatcher, southwestern willow (Empidonax trailli

extimus).

Sigr~ifrcar~t Eco6og~c~a~ Areas
The County first. began to inventory biotic resources and
identify important areas of biological diversity in the 1970s.

These biologically important areas, such as the Santa:Claza
River, have historically been, identified in the General Plan

and Santa. Clarita Valley Area Plan.. The primary mech~-

nism used by the County to conserve biological diversity

is a planning overlay called Significant Ecological Areas

(SEA). SEAs are.defined as ecologically important land and
water systems that are valuable as,plant or animal,commu-

nities, often important to the preservation of threatened. or

endangered species, and conservation of biological di~er-

sity in the County. The SEA overlay, along with the SEA

Conditional Use Permit process, are referred to;as the SEA

Program, which allows the County to implement its biotic

resource goals through land use regulations and biological

resource assessments.

_~ ~. - _
Conservation of the County's,biotic diversity is the main

objective of the SEA Program, and connectivity,between
important,natural habitauplays an ixn~ortant role in main-

ta ning biotic communities. The preservation of large bio-
logicallydiverse areas is also important because new species

may still be found within a.few miles of major urban centers,
such as the Xylotrechus hovorei, a beetle recently discovered
near the Placerita Nature Center. Within the Santa Clarita

Valley, the County has designated the following S~As, as
shown on. Figure CO-5. Amore comprehensive descrip-

tion of the.County,'s,SEAs xs contained in an Appendix of

this Area Plan..

Cruzan Mesa VernalPools SEA
The Cruzan Mesa Vernal Pools-SEA lies in the soufheast-

ern end of the Liebre Mountains, north of the Santa Clara

River,and east of Bouquet Canyon. The SEA boundaries
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encompass the watershed and drainages of the Cruzan

Mesa and Plum Canyon vernal pools, considered as a single

ecosystem within the SEA. Vernal pools, which are. rare

in Southern California and extremely rare in Los Angeles

County, form seasonally in shallow, closed basins, usually

where a lens of heavy clay soil holds surface water follow-

ing rainfall events,.

Santa Felicia SSA

The Santa Felicia SEA,includes a variety of topographic

features and habitat typ..es, 'Ihe orientation and extent ctf the
$EA encompasses the surface and subsurface hydrology of

tk~e Santa Felic}a watershed, from its headwater, tribntar~es,
and basin to the point at which it exits Los Angeles County.

The northernmost portign of the SEA is within the Angeles

National Forest. capturing the watershed tributaries, the

eastern. boundary follows a predominate ridgeline> ;the

western boundary is the county border and the southern

boundary captures two ,other small tributaries that feed

the Sang Felicia, to encompass. the entire watershed,, that

ultimately drains into Lake Piru in Ventura County.

Santa Clara River SEA
The Santa Clara River. SEA encompasses the entire Los

Angeles County reach of the Santa Clara River, primarily

within unincorporated areas of Los Angeles. County. The

Santa Clara River SEA covers the length of the river and

with. the. watershed.extensians encompasses a wide variety

of topographic features. and habitat: types.. The orienta-

tion and extent of the SEA also; consists of the surface and

subsurface hydrology of the Santa Clara River, fro~rn its
headwater tributaries. and watershed basin to the point at

which it exits Los Angeles County jurisdiction.

Santa Susana Mountains/Simi Nills SEA
The Santa Susana MountainslSimi Hills SEA xs located

northwest of the San Fernando Valley within unincorpo-

rated areas of.Los Angeles County and-an incorporated

area of the City,of Lqs Angeles.west of .Chatsworth. The

area is south of State Route 126 and the Santa. Clara River,

west of Interstate 5, and includes much of the Santa Susana

Mountains in the north, the Santa Susana Pass, Chatsworth
Reservoir, and the eastern portion of the Simi Hills in the

south.

Valley Oaks Savannah SEA
The Valley Oaks Savannah SEA is located on the west side

of Interstate S, north of Pico Canyon..The area contains

one of the last remaining stands of valley oak in the Santa



Clarita Valley and amixture`of plants from the coastal sage
scrub and chaparral communities, typical of those-found
in the'Santa Clarita Valley.'

Wh'ile'SEAs are not preserves, they are areas where' the
County deems'it'important to facilitate a balance between
sensitively designed development and resource conservation.
Development in SEAS within the County areas requires an
additional level of biological review by the Significant Eco-
logicalArea Technical Advisory Committee and approval
of a Conditional Use Permitfor SEAS. These requirements
ensure that development is designed to be highly compat-
ible with the biological resources present in a manner that
is consistent with the overall'intent of the'SEA Program.
4Vithin'the City; any development proposal in ari SEA is
requiredto include a biological study evaluating"impacts on
biological resources from'the proposed°development, and
appropriate mifigatiori measures. ̀ In addition the 'City's
Unified`Development'Code requires that any such project
be designed to be compatible with biological resources,
maintain watercourses and water bodies in a natural state,
maintain wildlife corridors, preserve adequate buffer areas
or barriers between development and natural resources,
and ensure that roads and utilities are designed to mitigate
impacts to biological resources"

INildlif~ C~~ridors
Fragmentation of open space areas by urbanization creates
"islands" of wildlife habitat. In the absence of linkages that
allow movement between habitat areas; some wildlife'spe-
ceswill' not be'able to maintain viable populations.' Wildlife
corridors provide connections between'haliitat areas that
allow animals'to move from one habitat area to another.
Maintaining wildlife corridors helps to compensate for
the isolation andfragmentation of habitats resulting from
natural and man=made alterations"to the environment; they
link habitat areas that nay otherwise be separated by rug-
gedterrain, changes iri vegetation, or human disturbance.
Wildlife use corridors fo move between remaining habitat
areas in`order to'mate and replenish depleted populations,
to escape from fire and other natural or manmade hazards,
and to seek food, water, and' other necessities.' "

The Santa Clara River Enhancement and Management
Plan Study (SCREMP) identified several key movement
corridors within the planning area. 'These corridors` are
generally located in undisturbed canyon and ravine stream
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habitat areas: The preservation of these areas is essential
for maintaining the wildlife diversity within the planning
area.

The Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy (SMMC) and
the Mountain Recreation and Conservation Authority have
also identified wildlife corridors in the Santa Clarita Valley,
including Elsmere Canyon, Towsley Canyon, Weldon/Bee
Canyon, crossings along State Route 14 near Whitney Can-
yon, and crossings between Canyon Country and Sulphur
Springs. Elsmere Canyon is an integralpart of Ehe Rim of
the Valley Trail Corridor and Wildlife Corridor; linking the
Santa Clarita Woodlands, Whitney,. and Placerita Canyons.
The Rim of the Valley Trail Corridor traverses the Santa
Monica, Santa Susana,`and San Gabrel'Mountains.

As mitigation to a major transportation project, the`San
Gabriel/Santa Susana Wildlife Corridor and'Open Space
Acquisition Project identified key wildlife linkage corridors
within the mountainous areas'along the high' occupancy
vehicle'lanes proposed'for State'Roate 14 between Newl'all
Avenue' and Sarid Canyon Road. The` corridors include
the Wlitriey Canyon 1Vlovemerit' Route and the highway
underpass known as'the Los Pinetos undercrossing: These
corridors link-significant coasfal sage scrub, oak woodland,
and riparian woodland and scrub'habitats: To date, the
City of Santa Clarita has secured and preserved more than
1,000`acresof wildlife "corridor lands. ''

A wildlife corridor linkage design has been developed for
the San Gabriel-Castaic Connection by the South Coast
Wildlands, in partnership withthe Resources`Agency the
U. S. Forest Service, Californa`State Parks,'National Park
Service, SIVIMC; and several other agencies.' The linkage
design'providesfor awildlife corridor connecting the two
sections o~ Angeles National' Forest witihin the planning
area. Elccording`to a reporton this linkage design prepared
by South Coast' Wildlands -

The final'Linkage Design has several'branclies'to
accommodate- diverse species and ecosystems' func-
tions. The'northwest'brarich is dominated by coastal
sage scrub and chaparral and encompasses all or por-
tionsbfBee, Spring, Tapia, Tick, and Mint Canyons. It
serves most of the focal species, including puma; mule
deer, Pacific kangaroo rat,'and California thrasher.
The'eastern branch connects a series of desert scrub
and juniper woodland habitats, thereby linking habitat
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for species. such as American badger, burrowing-owl,
and,Bear sphinx moth that;prefer open habitat that
are prevalent in desert plant communities. The. third
distinct branch of the Linkage Design follows the
Santa Glara River and Soledad Canyon and provides
large stepping-stones of habitat for semi-aquatic spe-
cies, such as the western pond turtle, two-striped gar-
ter snake, and mountain kingsnake; it also serves a
Fsuite of aquatic. and riparian-dependent species (e.g.

Unarmored three-spine stickleback, Santa;Ana sucker,
Arroyo chub, California red-legged frog, Arroyo toad)
not. addressedby our analysis; .State Route 14 and Sierra
Highway are major transportation routes and,pose the
greatest barriers to wildlife movement. Wildlife cross-

=:.ings should be locat~d:n~ar the confluence of Spring
Canyon> $ee Canyon, and the Santa Claw River; in

Agua Duke Canyon; ~r~d at both places.wher~ $scon-

dido, Creek,crosses the;freeway.

the City of Santa Clarita has purchased several parcels
within the Linkage to protect as open space, and will
continue to seek ways to protect these important wildlife
corridors.

Natia~al F~r~st Lands
The Angeles National Forest forms the northern and south-
ern border of the Santa Clar to Valley planning area. In
terms of planning for-:future development, the National
Forest is an important part of the envisioned gt~eenbelt
surrounding the Valley. The mission of the U. S. Forest
Service is to "sustain the health, diversity, and productivity
of the nation's forests ar~d grasslands to meet the- needs. of

.present; and future generations:' Ian 2005, the Forest Service
updated its Land:Management Plan for the Angeles National
Forest; which 'was amended by a Record of Decision in
2006 selecting Alternative 4(a) as the Land Management

Plan that will go~erri,land nse and resource management
decisions in the Angeles NationalForest for the next;l0 to
15 years. The final Land. Management; Plan identified four
major.threats to thehealth of the forest:'

1. Fire and fuels -decades of fuel buildup, coupled with
drought and disease, have,created a situation that

poses a threat to the lives and propertg living in the
communities of southern California..Fire is a fact; it is
not a question if fires will burn, rather, it isa question
of when and how intensively.
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2. Invasive species - invasive .species.. are spreading at
;alarming. rates, adversely affecting people. and the
ecosystems of the Angeles. National Forest.

3. Loss of open space -The loss of open space (also
known as "fragmentation") has three aspects that
challenge effective land management: (1) habitat frag-
mentation, (2) ownership fragmentation,,and;(3) use
fragmentation.

4. Unnnanagedrecreation -The phenomenal ncrease;in

the. use of nafiional forests for recreational activities
raises the need to menage most forms of. recreation,
particularly tk~e use of off-highway vehicles (OHVs),
including all-terrain vehicles (ATVs), snowmobiles,

.sport utility vehicles (SUVs), off h ghway motor-

cycles, rnotgrized trail bikes, and similar means of
transportation.

In response to these identified threats, !the: Land Manage-

ment Plan contains strategies to limit motorized public

access to designated areas of the forest; limit development
to reduce the loss of open space and retain the undeveloped
character of the forest; protect adjacent communities fzom
wildfire; ::and emphasize plant and wildlife: management
in all .program areas,, including a reduction in invasive
species.

It isrecognized that effective forest management requires
that City and County residents be good forest neighbors.
Qf particular importance for Gity and County; dwellers is
the area known as the Wildland/Urban Interface, in which
urban,; and rural development abut :the :forest boundaries.
In these'areas fuel modification:and fire protection will be
of prime importance to reduce fire hazards:and potential

damage to lives and property from spreading forest fires.
These areas are ;also Grit cal,to limiting the spread of inva-
sive species into :forest .axeas,`and limiting. unauthorized
motor;vehicle use wthin,the forest. City staffreviewed and
provided extensive input on the Land ̀Management Plan
when. itwas.being prepared and has reiterated-the City's
commitment to ensuring that the forest is protected-from
off-road vehicles, invasive species, and over-development.

Urban ~o~~s~~y P~ogra~n
Planting trees in urban environments delivers. substantial

economic, environmental, and aesthetic benefits. -Trees
absorb rain, reducing runoff and decreasing stormwater



impacts on drainage facilities. Trees provide windbreaks
and'sh'ade that lower enexgy costs in nearby buildings.
Green landscapes reduce carbon d oxide'and absorb air pot=
lutants, improving air quality. Attractive, tree-lined streets
improve property values> In terms of biological resources,
trees provide habitat for birds and other wildlife.

The City of Santa Clarita'mantains an Urban Forestry pro-
gram as part of its Public Works Department.' The Urban
Forestry Division maintains all of the City's street, park,
trail; and facility trees; while planting many more each year.
The'-Division is'responsible for the maintenance of 50,000
trees, reforestation, weed abatement, the Neighborhood Leaf
Out Program; the Arbor"Day celebration, and tree'removal.
Through its Neighborhood Leaf Out Program, the Division
provides education and public`outreachto encourage tree
planting throughout the City. =The Division also maintains
recommended tree planting lists. Through tkese efforts, the
City has been recognized as a Tree City USA award winner
for many years. The City has long recognized the value of
a healthy urban forest, and will'continue to-promote this
program:

DeveOopment Impacts ors Biological Reso~rees
Urban development ̀ can have an impact%on biologi-
cal resources by reducing habitat and foraging grounds,
increasing nighttime lighting and noise, causing air and
water pollution, changing ambient air and water tempera-
titres, introducing invasive species and household'pefis
into native habitats;-and generating off=road vehicle use,
among other impacts: Although not ali of these impacts.
can' be reduced' to insignificant levels within urbanized
areas; it is'possible to minimize adverse impacts on fhe
natural environment through- good planning and sustain-
able`~c~eveloprnent practices:

Several strategies for new'de'velopment'have been-reeom-
mended by the U. S. Green Building Council as part of its
Leadership in Energyand Environmental Design (LEER)
program: The LEAD Green' Building Rating System°' is the
nationally accepted benchmark-for the design, construction,
and operation of high performance green buildings. LEED
promotes awhole-building approach to sustanability by
recognizing performance in five key areas of human and
environmental health: sustainable site development; water
savings; energy efficiency, materials selection; and indoor
environmental quality.
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With respect to minimizing impacts of new development
on biological resources; LEED recommends the following
measures:

Provide a'high ratio of open space to development
footprint to prorriote biodiversity:" LEER recommends
vegetated open' space equal to 20 percent'of the proj-
ect's site a-rea, which may include vegetated roof areas
("green roofs"). Pedestrian-oriented hardscape areas
"may also be included, provided-they use permeable
paying or include vegetated open space. Wetlands,
vegetated swales, and ponds may'also b'e'included to
meet open space requirements. Operi space provides
habitat for vegetation, which in'turn provides'habitat
for local wildlife:-'Even small open spaces in'urban
areas can providerefuges for wildlife populations,
which have beco ne`increasingly marginalized: ;Plants
that specifically support~local species such as insects
and other pollinators can help sustain populations up
the food chain. '

• Use "vegetated open space to reduce'the urban heat
island effect, increase stormwater infiltration, and
provide the human population on the site with a con-
nection to the outdoors.

Provide connections between vegetated open- space
areas within a site and between adjacent ̀sites; avoid
isolated'landscaped areas surrounded by paving to
the'extent possible.'

-. Minimize>niglittme lightingto the extent possible,
while maintaining adequate security lighting. Out-
door lighting is necessary for illuminating connec-
tionsbefween'bu ldings snd support facilities such'as
sidewalks; parking lots, and roadways. However, light
trespass can affect the nocturnal ecosystem and light
pollution-limits'nght sky access. Establishing time
limits and maximum illumination levels for`nighttime
hours when businesses are closed is recommended to
cut light pollution.

Prohibit new development within l00 feet ofany wet-
lands as defined by federal, state or local regulations, or
within 50 feet of a'water body; including lakes, rivers
and streams; or within any areas identified as habitat
for threatened or endangered species, including wild-
life corridors.
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• For new development proposed, on previously unde-
veloped sites ("greenfields"), perform a site survey to
identify biological resources, and plan forresource pro-
tection in the site design. On;sites where habitat areas
are to be protected, establish disturbance boundaries
during construction; delineate stockpiles, lay- down,
.recycling and disposal areas'. Use paved-areas for stag-
ng, anderect construction fencingaround the drip line
of existing trees to protect them from soil compaction
•by construction vehicles.

• M nimize;site disturbance to the.extent feasible end
restore previously degraded areas to their natural state.
Preserve and enhance natural site elements, includ-
ing water courses, trees and native vegetation, where
possible.

• Choose appropriate native or adapted plant materials,
and prohibit invasive or noxious weed species. Native
and :adapted plants require minimal or no irrigation
following establishment; do: not require active main-
tenance, such as mowing or chemical inputs such as
fertilizers, pesticides or herbicides;,and provide habitat
value and; promate;biodiversity. through avoidance
of monoculture plantings. Replace turf-grass with
native or adapted plantings to prorr~ote<biodiversity

,and: habitat.

.:Reduce the amount of site. area devoted to paving when
not functional or. necessary, and replace paving with
landscaped. areas, `

• Use: landscaping to shade buildings and impervious
areas, decrease cooling loads and energy expenditures,
and reduce the heat-island ef~'ect. The term heat island
refers: to .urban air,and surface temperatures higher
than nearby rural areas. Many cities have,air tempera-
tures up to 10 degrees (Fahrenheit); warmer than:the
surrounding natural landscape. Heat islands form as
cities replace natural landscape with pavement, build-
ings, and other infrastructure. The heat island effect

+ can be lowered by:reducing the;arnount of surface
parking lots and by replacing heat-absorbing surfaces
with plants, gzoundcover, small trees, and green roofs.
Some cities have developed parking areas below.green
space to reduce the overall: heat island effect and pro-
vide for greater pedestrian connectivity.
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• Local landscape ordinances should be revised to avoid
any landscape requirements that are not sustainable
and horticulturally sound. "No lawns" should become
the norm.

• Minimize erosion to protect habitats and xeduce stress
on,natural water systems by preserving vegetation
and limiting development on any slopes greater than
15 percent. ,

Issues for biological resource protection within the planning

area will continue to be the reduction of open space and

habitat due to urbanization; the separation of habitat areas

;into disconnected, isolated islands; and other impacts; of

development. However; measuressuch;as those lifted above

can be taken to make urban development less harmful to
tl~e natuxal environment. Pol~~ies have been; included in
this elem~~t to protectbiological resources as described
in phis section. , ,

1111., CULTURAL ~ H15TORICAL RE54URC~5

Wist~ric~i Ov~rvi~w o~ the S~nfia Clarity ~~Il~y
The earliest physical evidence of human occupation in the
Upper Santa Clara River area dates from 7,000 to 4,000 years
-ago, and was recovered.from two sites near Vasquez Rocks.
The identity ofthe area's first inhabitants is unknown. The
Tataviam peoples, Uto-Aztecan speakers of Shoshonean
descent, began to reach the planning area in approximately
A. D. 450. They were ,described as a distinct linguistic
group when they were first encountered in 1776.by Spanish
explorer. Pedro Fages:: „

The Tataviam lived primarily on the upper reachesof the
Santa Clara River, east of Piru Creek and extending from
the Antelope Palley to the San Gabriel Mountains. Archaeo-
logical;data indicate that subsistencepatterns.and ritual
practices were,similax to neighboring Churnash and Gabxi-
elino culture groups; :these gxoups were. hunter-gatherers,
subsisting on aGOrns, yucca, ,juniper berries, :seeds, and
small game.. Tataviam village sites,with known names
were located at Sari Francisquito, Piru, Camulos, Castaic
Reservoir, Piru Creek, Elizabeth Lake, and in the Newhall
environs; additional archaeological sites have been recorded
along the Santa Clara River and Vasquez Rocks. The Native
American Heritage Commission (NAHG) has identified
three sites of Native American cultural significance near



the Santa Clara River including GA=LAN-361; CA-LAN-366,
and'CA-LAN'-3'67. Many of"the place names in the val-

ley, such as Gastaic, Pru, Gamulos, and Hasley,'reflect a
Tataviam linguistic origin. One site of extreme cultural

significance, Bowers Cave near "dal Verde, yielded one of the

mostsignificant assemblages of American Indian religious

and ceremonial artifacts ever found' in North America.
Discovered ri' 1884' by two local boys; ̀many bf the' cave's
cultural artifacts were removed, but most found their way

to the Native American collection in the Peabody Museum
of American Ethnology at Harvard University.

Spanish explorer Gaspar de Portola's chronicles of his

1769 expedition from Sin Diego to Monterey provide the
firsYEuropean documentation of the Santa Clarita region.
Father Juan Crespi;'who accompaniecl'Portola, wrote that
the peaceful Tataviam offered them food andrespitie. The
expedition passed north through the'San Fernando Valley
to Newhall and on to the Castaic Junction area, then west

along the Santa Clara River to San Buenaventura, and from

there north to ,Monterey,: 'Ihe trail blazed by Portola,became
known as El Camino Viejo (The Old Road). In 1772, Pedro
Fages, commander of the Presidio of San Diego, traveled

through Castaie Junction and Soledad Canyon in search

of army deserters.

After establishment of'tbe Mission San' Fernando in' 1797,

much of the Santa Clarity Valley was used by the Mission
for ranching;' Knownas the Estancia de San Francisco
Xavier; the estancia buildings were constructed by Tataviam

workers in 1804 near fihe'confluence of Castaic Creek and

the Santa'C1ara River: In-later decades the'buildings fell

into disrepair and were vandalized; in 1937 their remnants

were bulldozed into the ground. The archaeologically rich
mdden rexriains a significant and protected site.

Following the establishment of the Mission San Fernando,
the native peoples of the Santa Clarity Valley were deprived
of their lands and relocated to'the mission grounds where

they were baptized and forced to work in the mission fields

and vineyards: ' At the Missions San Fernando and San

Gabriel, they intermarried with other similarly dislocated
tribes.

With the Mexican Revolution of the 1820s and'1830s came
secularization of the former mission lands. In 1839`the

Rancho San Francisco; comprising 48,000 acres of the Santa

Clarity Valley, was granted to Ignacio Del Valle; mayor of
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Los Angeles'aridlater a state legislator. However; falling

cattleprices'and finandal woes brought the ranch land back

on the market in the 1860's, where it again changed hands
several times before being purchased on January 15,' 1875

by henry 1vTayo l~e`whall.

The first documented discovery of gold in California
occurred in Placerifa Canyon in 1842; near what is now

called fhe`Oak of the Golden Dream: Nearly 1;300 pounds

of gold was retrieved from Placerifa`Canyon between' 1842

and 1847. Anecdotal evidence has been found indicating

that placer gold'min ng occurred in Haslet' Canyon and

other areas of the Valleyas early as the 1820's.'

Various mineral resources discovered̀ throughout the Val-
leyspurred development of mining camps and settlements.
San Francisquito Canyon was one of the first canyons to
be minedand'settled. By 1860 copper was beingmned in
Soledad Canyon; and a'small town developed`near the head
of Williamson's Pass: Both copper and gold bearing quartz
veins were mined into't'lie 20th Century, although the
rush was over by-about 1875. In'addition to gold; the local
canyons-yielded silver, lead, borates; manganese; titanium,
gravel; agates; and' other gemstones and minerals. ̀

The upper Santa Clarita' Valley was the fiat location of oil
drilling in Southern California, after oil seeps were discov-
ered by American settlers in Pico Canyon in 1865. (The
seeps had been known for centuries to the'Tataviam who
had used the-raw asphaltum for waterproofing and other
purposes.) Mexican General Andres Pico and other inves-
tors sold their oil fields in Pico Canyon in 1875, along with
the oil company they had formed to extract andprocess the
oil. Their California Star Oi}Company (CSO) later became
part'of the Standard Oil Company of California. CSO's
new superintendent, 'Charles Alexander "Alex" IVientry,
laid the groundwork for an oil towm thaC 6eeame' known
as Mentryville after deepening ari older well; Pico No. 4,
to produce a-"gusher" on September 26;'1876: 'By the 1880s
there were nearly 100 families living in Mentryville, which
included Mentry's 13-room mansion known as the "Big
House."'Pico No; 4 became the longest-running oil well in
the world before it was-taken ont of service in 1990; having
pumped crude oil almost continuously for 114 years. In
1976 the' well site was dedicated as a California State Historic
Landmark, and- a plaque now marks the historic oil well's
location. Although the Big House, the 1885:. schoolhouse
and certain other buildings remain, most of Mentryville's
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early homes and company structures were dismantled
or removed in the early 20th Century,. ravaged by fire, or
destroyed by the,~994 earthquake. The site is now ove~s~en
by the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy, which has
begun renovation of the Big House.

The completion of the. Southern .Pacific. Railroad through
the area in 1876, along with. the deYelopment of the Pico
oil field and construction of the Pioneer Oil,Refinery in the
mid-1870s, spurred an oil boom in the Valley. Pico Canyon
oil flowed to the refinery via a pipe, and was refined into
kerosene, damp oil, naphtha and other petroleum,derivatives:
The remnants of the Pioneer Oil, Refinery, which was the
first viable,oil refinery in the State, were. damaged in the
1994 earthquake. Now owned by the City of Santa Clarita>
along with 4.5 acres of land donated by Chevron Oil, the
site is being evaluated far. partial restoration as a historical
depiction of an early oil. refinery. ,

.. .. ~ 4

American explorer John C. Fremont, who would later chal-
lenge Abraham Lincoln for the :Republican nomination
for U.S. president, arrived, at Castaic,Junct~on,with.~is
"Buckskin, Battalion" in 1847, following the future route
of SR-126 from.Ventixra. After camping for two days in
the Santa Clarity Valley, he crossed into the San Fernando
Valley near the present alignment of Sierra Highway. Near
the current Universal Studios Hollywood, he accepted the
surrender of California from General Andres Pico. Fre-
mont'scrossing point through the Santa $usa~a Mountains
occurred at what became known ~s Fremont Pass, and;is
now known as Newhall Pass.

In 1854, Phineas Banning made a 30-foot cut in the pass to
allow the first stagecoach through. The. Butte~'~ield Over-
land Stage took the "Great Southern" route fror~n St. ~.ouis
to. San Francisco, over Fremont. Pass from 1858 until. the
outbreak. of the Civil War in 1861.. In 1863, under a con-
struction contract awarded by the Los Angeles County
Board ;of Supervisors, General Edward F. Beale's workers
cut a 40-foot deep.passageway through the pass between the
present alignments of SR-l4 and Sierra Highway.to improve
the roadway. Beale also constructed a toll house. when the
pass was widened, and collected toll for the, right of passage
for 22 years before the County halted the practice., Beale's
Cut was a vital route that served the Southern California
area until it was bypassed,by the Newhall Tunnel in 1910.
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By 1915,.. the Ridge:. Route extended from downtown .Los
Angeles north through the Newhall Tunnel and into the
San Joaquin Valley. .

In 1875 most of the Rancho San Francisco was purchased by
Henry Mayo Newhall, a San Francisco entrepreneur.. Much
of the Valley's history from that time has been linked to the
activities: of Newhall and the company formed by his heirs,
The Newhall. Land and Farming Company. When Henry
Newhall ,purchased; Xhe, Rancl~a> he knew the Southern
Pacific Railroad intended to :lay tracks,z~orth out of Los
1~ngeles to~oin with the Central Pacific and its: connection
to the Transcontinental Railroad. ~1 rail route through his
property would increase its value, so he sold an alignment
to the Southern Pacific for $1 and asquare-mile townsite to
the. railroad's development company fob another $1.

Three months_ after Newhall's land pur~hase> the Soutli-
ern Pacific began tunneling through the mountains and
the San. Fernando and Santa Clarity Valleys. Built with
Chinese labor, at,6,940 feet the San Fernando ,(Railroad)
Tunnel was the third-longest tunnel in the United States
when it was completed. ;on July 27, 1876._ As~ the Southern
kacif~c extended track to the north, the Central Pacific was
corning south to; meet it. The two companies joined: track
near Lang Station in Canyon Country in a "golden spike"
ceremony qn Sgptember 5, 1876:. The following,month, on
October 18, =J 876, the Southern Pacific began subdividing
the.town.of Newhall...

Initially the town was located at Bouquet: Junction, in what
would later becomQ $aug~s, famed for Henry NewhalPs
home town in Massachusetts. Little more than a;year liter,
in January and February 1878, the town moved three miles
south to is preset location at Old Town Newhall, probably
because. of better water availability from a natural artesian
spring. The Pioneer Oil Refinery, which handled the oil
piped from Pico Canyon and was .initially set up along
the wagon route- in tie, Newhall Pass, moved to pres~nt-
dayPine .Street in Railroad Canyon next to the new train
tracks.:The earliest productive refinery on the West Coast,
it operated until l$88.

A unique .feature of the .Santa Clarity Valley's historical
setting,is;the exxent of early filming,in the Valley, due. to
its proximity to Hollywood and the presence of distinctive
topographic and geologic features used as settings for early
Western films. The community of Newhall contains many



notable Hollywood movie sets and' is the site of the Walk
of Western Stars: Some of the Western relics in downtown
Newhall. include the Tom Mix cottages, used as housing for
the early motion picture industry; the American Theater
(originally the Tumbleweed'Theafer) designed by Charles S.
Lee and`funded in large part by'Actor William S. Hart in
1940; Melody Ranch"(aka Placertos Ranch arid'1Vlonogram
Ranch), built in the,ear'ly 1920s°and owned from 1952'to
1990 by' actar Gene Autry. and used as a location for hun-
dreds of Western ̀films; television series and commercials;
and the`Walt ̀Disney' Co.'s Golden Oak Rarich "in nearby
Placenta Canyon. Her tage'Junction on Main Street'has
been set aside for the preservation "of several local historic
structures.

William S. Hart Park and Museum contains the 1927 retire-
ment home of silent screen cowboy star William S. Hart,
along with original furnishings, Western art, mementos
of early`Hollywood, aid American Indian artifacts. Tlie
home and its contents were left` do the' people of Los Ange-
les County by Hart upon his death in 1946.` Today it is a
part of the Los Angeles'Counfy'Natural Ristory Museum
system. ̀In addition to the liuildings, the site containsthe
260-acre'Horseshoe Ranch property, operated by the'~;os
Angeles County Department of Parks and Recreation, aril
features picnic facilities; naturetrails; and ranch animals,
including bison` initially donated in 1962 by Walt Disney.
Another early Western movie actor's' home that has been
preserved as aCounty-operated museum within theplan-
ning area is that of Harry Carey Sr. and his actress-wife
Olive Carey, who arrived in San Francsquito ̀Canyon iri
1916. Their son; actor Harry`Carey Jr:, was born at'the
Saugus ranch in 1921. ̀ '

The Santa Cl'arita Valley was also'the location of the second-
worst disaster in California hisfor~. In 1908' the City of
Los Angeles obtained rights to the watershed of the Owens
Valley. Under dii~ectiori bf William 1Vlulholland -chief engi-
neer for the L`os Angeles Department of Water and Pbwer,
the project ryas expanded in the 1920's into San Francis-
quitoCanyon; where` the`St. Francis Dam was completed in
1926. From there the aqueduct traversed the eastern part
of Newhall Ranch and crossed over San Fernando Pass to
the spillway above the San Fernando"Reservoir. In '1928
the concrete dam failed: The resulting flood' of'the river
valley on March` 12 and 13 caused at least 450'deaths and
destroyed 990 homes and large areas of farmland. It was
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America's worst civil engineering'failure of the 20th Century.
In 1932-34, the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power
built a new earthen dam in Bouquet Canyon.

Id~~t6~ic~~do~ ~f ~ist~rical Sits
The Valley's historical heritage has been preserved in numer-
ous historical sites throughout the planning area. ̀ When
updated in 1999; the City's General Plan listed dozens of
significant historical properties; sites and landmarks in the
planning area; which have been included and updated in
this Element (see Table CU-1 and Figure C0=6): Of these
sites; one' is listed on the National Register of Historic
Places arid'13 are recognzed'bythe State of California. The
remaining sifes are designated as City Points of Historical
Interest.

In addition to the listed hi§tonic sites, aliteraCure search
indicates that almost 70 Native American archeological sites
have been identified near the Santa Clara River within the
planning area: "Native' American settlements and ceremo-
nial sites were often located in river valleys. Development in
proximity to the River'and its major tributaries may'mpact
Native A'm'erican heritage sites; and should be' evaluated for
historic resources as part of the review process.

Hi~tio~ic P~e~~r~vatd~s~ Effarts
The Santa Clarita Valley Historical Society was formed'n
1975 to idenCfy, preserve and protect the unique historical
sites and structures throughout the`Valley. 'Ihe City and
County have both worked cooperatively, along with'the
Historical Society, to protect significant sites: For example,
the County has provided a portion of Hart Park to be set
aside as "Heritage Junction," and the City and Historical
Society have cooperated on relocating structures to' that
location for renovation and preservation.' The County has
also been instrumental in setting aside'Harry Carey Ranch
Historic`District and providing funding to preserve the
Placenta Canyon Park and Nature Center, where a historic
cabin has been preserved and isopen to-the public. The City
has worked cooperatively with the Sanfa iVlonica Mountains
Conservancy and the Mountains Recreation and Conserva-
tion Author'fy topreserve artifacts related to the oil history
and cultural lfeways of Mentryville'in Pico 'Canyon: In
addition, the`City routinely conditions commercial'and
residential developers to halt'work in the event that cultural
resources are encountered during grading.
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The City of Santa Clarita is evaluating the adoption of a
Historic Preservafiion Ordinance; and will pursue comple-
tion of this ordinance as a General Plan objective. The
City has also adopted the Downtown Newhall Specific
Plan, with architectural guidelines that acknowledge the
importance of the historic buildings within the Downtown
Newhall planning area. The City has consistently involved
the Historic Society in review of development proposals
in areas containing historic"sites and resources, and has
required'projects to mitigate impacts to fiistoric resources
as a condition of development. approval.

Table CO-l:~ontains a listing.ofknown sites and structures , ,
in the Santa Glarita Valley that have been identified as
having historical ar cultural'significance based on' build-
ingcharacteristics, events that tookplace at the site, or the
site's role' in the historical or cultural development of the
community. The list is a compilation of sites that were
known at the time this document was prepared. In order
to ascertain whether additional sites exist within ,the com-
munity that should be protected due to; their historical or ,
cultural significance, the City will continue to identify any
additional sites that shouldbe added to thelist.
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Figure CO.6: Cultural & Historieal Resources in the Santa ~larita
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Oak of the Golden Dream
Placerita Canyon

Pioneer OiF Refinery
23552 Pine Street, Newhall

Pico #h
27201 West Pico Canyon

'Mentryville
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Site of the first discovery of gold in California in 1842 ~,

State Historic Landmark #16£i
~~

Oldest continuouslyoperated oil refinery in the world; first refinery in State, K:~roducing
illuminating oil. Donated to City in 1998, restored in 1930 and 1950s and 1976, but damaged in

1994 earthquake.
State Historic Landmark #172

First successful oil well in California and longest-producing commercial oil well in the world;
developed in 187ti by California Star Oil Company, a predecessor of Standard Oil Company of
Califiornia. Located in MenCryville/Pico C~ny~n.
National Register of Historic Places
State Historic Landmark #516

Oil boom town that grew around Pico u4 for derrick workers. Faur buildings remain, and many
others have been relocated to Ne~,vV,alLt~cated in Santa Clarita Woodlands Park maintained
by Santa Monica Mountains Conscrv~ncy, and open to the p~~blic
State Historic Landmark ;1516-7

Tf~e Santa Clara River Valley was a part of Mission San Fernando in 1797. A giana~~y and estancia
(outpost) were established on this site in 1804. Historic plaque located at Castaic Junction. ~~~
State Flistoric Landmark it556 ~

A health spa, hotel, and freight station vuerc~ established on this site ~n 1871. Vn 1876, a golden
..spike was driven connecting San Francisco and Los Angeles by rail. Only relics ofxhe station
remain.
State I~listoric,~andmark #590

-- --------
A stage stop was built herein 1852. It was used by the f~ulCerlleld Overland Stage line from

1857 to 1861 as a resting place for soldiers and camel caravans from Fort Tejon. Many pioneers

are buried in the Eternal Valley Cemetery. ',

State Historic Landmark If688

On March 12,1928, the dam; which was a part of the Los Angeles Aqueduct system, collapsed,
spillingmore than 12 billion`.: gallons of waterinto the Valley and killing at least 450 people.
State Historic Landmark #9i;9

Single-family dwelling built in February 1873 for Adam Malinzewski at Lyons Station; moved
by J. 0. Newhall to San Fernando Roacl in Newhall about 1879. Atthe turn of the century it was
acquired by the Frew family, ~~vho were pioneer blacksmiths, and later Ed Jauregui, who moved
itto its present location.
City Point of I listorical Intere;Y

__ __- --
Single-family dwelling constructed in 1878 by California Star Oil Company as a guest house
for visiting executives and ̀politicians. Standard Oil later sold it to Josh Woodbridge, who lived
tf~ere until his death in 190.
City Point of Historical Interest

----------
Con~rt~ercial sti uctui~e once known as the "hoosego~v". Initially planned as a wooden strucCUre
on this site in 1888, bids for ajailhouse were upene~l fek~ru~ry 20, 1906, r~sulYing in the
construction ofYf~is building in the Spanish iVlission style. It served as a jail/constable's office ~,
until 1926, when a sheriff's substation opened. Tlie structure still retains the o~~iyinal cell doors
end barred windows.
City Point of Historical Interest
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24311-24313. Main Street. Commercial structure in historic downtown Newhall buiifiby Thomas M. Frew in 1910 for his

Newhall blacksmith shop. Originally built in Mission Revival style; the building was expanded in 1924
when his son;Thomas'FrewJr, modified the structure info a welding and machine shop. In 1935,
concurrent withthe widening of San Fernando Road'(Main Street) it was remodeled into its

22502-22510 Fifth Street
Newhall

24244 Walnut Street
Newhall

--- --
22616 Ninth Strcet
Newhall

24287 Newhai,l avenue
Newhall

~ 2Z506 Sixtfi Street
~- Newhall

24238 Main Street
Newhall

24307 Railroad Avenue
Newhall

24247-2 251 Maii3 Street
Newhall

William S.Iiart Park and
Museum

Heritage Junction Historic
Park
24151 Newhall Avenue
Newhall
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present Spanish Mission style.
City Point of Historical interest

Cor7imercial structure used by ~~Jewhall Ice Company. The structure was built in 1922 by fired
Lamkin as a warehouse and storage yard. Lamkin came to Newhall in 1917, opening a g~ragc

facing San Fernando Road. Shortly after construction the v✓arehouse was converted into are ice
house, which is still in operation.
City Point of Historical Interest

Church building erected in 1940 under the direction of pastor Leroy Nux, for First Baptist

' Church of Newhall. The building was later used by'several religiousgroups,and is now known
as Queen of Angels Catfiolic Church.
City Pointof HistoricaFlnterest

Single-family dwelling built circa 1908 as a residence for Ray Osborne, Superintendent of the

Sterling Borax Works in Tick Canyon. The house was originally located in the small mining town

of Lang in Canyon CounCry, and was moved to its present location in 1928.
City Point of Historical Interest

Single-family dwelling, commonly known as the,Erwin house, built in the California bungalow
style around 1910. Unusual in design, the structure is one of the last remaining bungalows in
Santa Clarita. ~
City Point of Historical Interest

Commercial building ori~in~lly erected on San Fernando Road by Albert Swall in 190 . Swall

~Iso developed other commercial properties along San Fernando Road to establish a business

district In 1925 the structure was moved to its presenT location. The building was Inter used as

the circulation office for the Newhall Signal newspapers from the 1960's until 1986.
City Point of Historical Interest

Commercial building constructed by the Sheriff's department in 1926 as Substation #6. The
building'housed`a company of eight Sheriff`s deputies commanded by Captain Jeb Steward,
-and served as the commcmity'ssecond jail after closing of the old constabulary/jail building on;
Spruce Street. The Nev.~hall Signal:newspaper nsedthe building from 1968-1986,

~ City Pointof Historical InteresC

Commercial building commonly known as "1'e Olde Couethouse." fhe Newhall Masonic
Building Company, Ltd. ~~das incorporated in 1931 and completed this two-story project in 1932.

l he Cour~ty~ Courthouse occupied the ground floor, and the Masonic Lodge the second story.

Lumber frorii the old Mayhue building was later used, including the floor' of the Hap-A-Lan

dance hall which previously oaupied the site. The County relocated the court to Valencia and

the first floor was re~~ovated into office uses.
City Point of Historical InCerest

~S,evencomn~ercial strucfures commo~ily known as the iom Mix Cottages. Thesmall building it,
24247 was'built by Halsey.W Russell in 1919.' in 7 22 the other six cottages were added, forming
a motor courC'catering to drivers on the old Ridge Route. These structures were also used by
people in the motion picture industry for lodging during filming in-the area. Tom Mix used one
as a dressing room on several occasions; and the area was known as a "Mixvlle" -:earlier albeit
smaller than his. primary Mixville studio in Glendale.
City Point of Historical MteCest

The mansion on this pi~perty was builtfor v~esi~ern film actor William S. Hart in 197J, and Hart

filled it with Western art and ai tifacts. Many Western i~iovies were filmed here. In addition to

the historic listing for the property as a whole, several features of the site qualify for individual

listing as historic resources, including the bunk house, headquarters building, garage and

chauffeur's quarters, gate tower, pool house, ranch house museum, ar~d sundeck/tea room.
State Point of Historical Interest

City Point of Historical Interest located within William S. Hart Park, and containing the following

structures:



1. Newhall Ranch House

2. Mitchell Adobe
Schoolhouse

3. I<ingsburry I louse

4. Callahan's Schoolhouse

Chapter 4: Conservati~a~ end Open Space Element

1. Built around 1865 as a small house with a basement, this building served as the headquarters
of the Rancho San Francisco, Che original I nd grant comprising 48,000 acres of the Santa Clam
River Vailey. This ranch Naas owned after 1875 by Henry Mayo Newhall and was administered
by his son George, who expanded the Ranch House in 1893. Originally located in slyht of the
Estancia de San Francisco Xavier (on what is now Six Flags Magic Mountain E~roperty), the
structure was relocated to I-leritaye JuncCion in 1990.

Z. Colonel f homas Finley fvlitche~ll, an officer of the Mexican-American War, homesteaded
Sulphur Springs in the '1860's, building an adobe that served as his family's home. One roam
of the adobe was used as a schoolhouse for the local children, the first in Che area and home of
the second oldest sd~ool district in I_os AngelE~s County. In 1986 the adobe was rescued from
destruction and moved brick-by-brick to Heritage Junction, where it was rebuilt.

3. This ho~ise was built in 1878 as a residen<E~ aC 8th Street and Sin F<~inando Load (Mani
Streeti. In 1883 it was occupied by Lyman SCewai~d, a founcle~~ of the Union Oil Company. In 1911
it was moved to Walnut Street near Market. It is a oiie-story Colonial Revival cottage with a
porch supported by four <<n~i~ed columns. f his house. is largely irilact with original fieatures,
indudiny double-hung windows. It was moved to Heritage Junction in 1987, and decorated in
historic style by the Ouesters.

4. This 19?_7 structure originated at Robert E CailaE~an's Western town/amusernent area
that operated in the 1920's in Santa Monica as the fVlission Village, and was relocated to
MinC Canyon (Saugus) when thefree~~v~iy was built in 1963 and renamed Callahan's Old West.
The structure was built to house six antique school desks which cai7~e from a mining camp
in Vallejo, ~lonq with a speaker's podium and Blackboard representative of a one-room
schoolhouse. The building ~Nas donated by Callahan's widov~~, Marion, and moved to Herftaye
Junction in 1987.

i-- --— — -
5. Ramona Chapel ~ 5. Designed by noted composer Carrie Jacobs bond, this chapel was based on the chapel at

~ Rancho Camulos made famous in Helen Hunt Jackson's novel Ramona. It tivas built in 1926 as
part of Robert E. Callahan's Mission Village in Santa Monica, later operated as Caliahan's Old
West, and was relocated in 1963 due to freeway consCruction. Wall paintings in the chapel are
by Frank Tinney Johnson. The altar is said to he over 200 years old, and the wooden pews date I
back to 1858. The cf~apel was donaCed by Callahan's widow, Mai-ion, and moved to Heeitage

~ ;Junction in 1987.

6. Edison House 6. This Bavarian-style sYructur~e was built in 1919 anc) modified in 1925 as part of a group of ~~I
h~us~s provid~._ fc~ E~>>on ~vo°I;c~s .ssiyi~cu ~., _i~ uc~~rs ~ul~statio~~. ~2n t..2 cs
Dam broke and flooded the area in 1928, these structures escaped damage. After years of use
by Edison employees, the cottages were acquired by Newhall Land and Farming Company,
which demolished six ofthe cottages. This house, being in the best condition, was preserved

1 and relocated to Heritage )unction iri 1989.
-- ----- i_ _ _ _ - - -- --- --_ _ _ _ _ _- - - -- ---- ---
7. Pardee House/Good 7. built in 1390 on Pine $treeC in Newhall by Henry Clay Needham, a prominent orator and
Templars Inter a F~rohibitionist canc)idate for president', as i G~~od Templar's Lodge. Moved in 1893 by i
24275 Walnut Street Ed f~ardee, local oilt~ian and police constable, who expanded the sU~ucture and used it as his '~,
Newhall residence. The sCructure Uvas later used as a telephone exc{range by Pacific Bell; as a teen

center by the Santa Clarity Valley Boys Club; as the Newhall-Saugus-Valencia Charnl~er of
CoiYimerce office; and as a movie set by Tom Mi~< in the 1920's. Donated to the historical society
and moved~o Herit~geJunction in 1992. I
StatE~ I~oint of I listorical Interest

8. Saugus Depot 8. The last remaining railroad station in the Santa Clarrta Valley, this structure was built in 1Rf;7
Hart Park Site by Southern Pacific Railroad when completing the spur line to Ventura. The station was used
Newhall until 1978, and vas moved to Heritage Junction at Hart Park in 1980, where it is used by the SCV

,Historical Society ~s a general history museum. Next to the station is a historic Mogul steam '~~
locomotive, built in New ̀(ork in 1900 and donated to the Historical Society by Gene Autry in
1982.

___ _ _ City Point of Historical Interest
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Beale's Cut Stagecoach Pass ; In 1II62-63, General Edward Beale improved the ~~vagon route through the present-day Newhall
Adjacent to Sierra Highway ~~ Pass between the current locations of SR-14 and Sierra Higfw~ay Co a depth of 9U feet. Seale
near Newhall Avenue installed a toll booth at this location, which he continued to operate for 20 years. The Newhall
Nevdhall Tunnel, parC ofthe Ridge Ro~rte, bypassed Beale's Cut in 1910.

State Point of Historic Interest It1006

Old Ridge f~oute First opened in 1915; the narrow, curvy 30-mile Ridge Route is a 20-foot wide roadway, carved

outusing horse-drawrrdirt scrapers that zigzagged;across the ridges of the. western San
_ Gabriel Mountains: The road was named for the way it followed the ridgeline of the. mountains.

Paved in 1919, the Ridge Route Highway officially named the'Castaic-Tejon Route, became
the first direct road connecting Los Angeles and Bakersfield. Qften referred to as the original
Grapevine route, the nickname stems from the fact that early-wagoners had to hack their way
through fhick patc`h~s of Cimarron,grapevines that inhabited "La Canada de Las Uvas'' (:'Canyon
of the Grapes"?. Without this road, California may have become two separate states. In 1933
the`State opened the Ridge Route Altercate, a th ree-lane road with fewer curves that would
eventually be designated California Route 99. This alternate was widened to four lanes. in the
1950s, then realigned and rebuilt in the 1960s as ahigh-speed, interstate freeway. The original
Ridge Route was abandoned, Eiut parts of the old road are. stil~_visible north of Castaic.
National Register of Historic Places - -

' Melody Ranch Historic ranci~ set used for western films. Tfie buildings were originally developed by pioneer

Placer~it~ Canyon Road and filmmal<ees Ernie Hickson and Ti~en~ Carr abort 1922 ar~d consisted of authentic Western

Oak Creek Canyon Road, buildings located at the present location of Golden Oak Ranch. In 1936 the buildings were

Newhall moved to their current location. The site at that tune was also known ~s the Monogram

Ranch, as so many of the com~~any's VVester~ns were filmed there. From 1949 to 1951 ttie site

was the scene of tiewhall's Old West 4th ofJuly celebration, when it k~ecame "Slippery Gulch."
Purchased by western actor Gene AuCry in 1952, the site was renariied Melody Ranch and used

~~ for many early television programs, including the long-i unning "Gunsmoke." Most gfthe

structures k~urned down in a valleywide brush firs on August 26, 1962; however, the trademark

Spanish-style arches and parts of the main street and Mexican village are sCill intact. In 1990

the ranch was purchased by the Veluzat family of Newhall and rebuilt Today it remains a
working movie ranch and the site of the Cfty's annual Cowboy Festival
City Point of Historical Interest

Harry Carey Ranch Historic This cornplexcontainshistoric buildings associated with western'film actor HarryLarey, who
District purchased the, property for a residence and filming in 1916. Nine buildings of the complex
28.15 SanFrancisquito compr►se the Harry Carey Historic District. Harry and Olive Carey had the ranch house-and its
Canyon Road various outbuildings built during the 1920s and 1930s, a period when they and their children

' lived at the ranch:' ~arey's 2b-year career included more th'an200 films. In 2005, the County '
'accepted the donafiion of the Historic District from the property owner as part of the approval
process for an adjacent housing development. The significance of the district is based not only
nn its role in the early film industry, but on the character and quality of the ranch buildings and
the main residence known as the Tesoro Adobe. The property is maintained as a museum try
the County of Los Angeles.

Railroad Tunnel
Ne~.vhall Pass

Bowers Cave
-Near Val Verde

La Puerta
EIsrl~ere Canyon

Walker Cabin
Placenta Canyon Natural Area
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Completed in 1876 by tF~e Southern Pacific Railroad with Chinese immigrant labor, the 6,940-

foottunnel was the third longest tunnel in the world at that time. The tunnel is still used for
freight rail and f~~etrolink commuter rail service.
California Register of Historical Resources.

Discovery site of significant Native American cultural ~rtifacis, the cave is located at the entry
to Chiquita Canyon Landfill.

The "door ofThe Olcl Road" is located in the southwestern portion of Clsmere Canyon.
Identified as both a nat~u~al physical and visual resource, La Puerta also figures as a significant
anthropological, military, religious, and cultural resource ire the planning area. La P~~erta
served ~s ~ geographic landi~iark for local Native Americans, Spanish explorers, and Arn~rican
pioneers cr~ossinq the Valley.

Built by Frank Walker arou~ ~d 19l~, the cabin served as'the family's second home for about 10
years. The cabin has been fullyresfored and refurnished as parf of the County-maintained
Visitor's Center.



Chapter 4: Co~s~rvatiora a~ad Open space ale ~e~ti

'Borax Mine i In the spring of '1905 gold prospectors Henry She~~arcl and Louis Ebbengei~ fo~md a rich deposit
Tick Canyon of borates in Tick Canyon. They sold the claim to Thomas Thorkildson and Steven Mather for

$30,000. Sterling borax Works was formed to mine the d im, and began operations in 1908. A
large mill was constructed north of what is now Davenport Road, and anarrow-gauge train line
connected the mine to Lany Station, six miles away. 2orax was hauled along this rail line by
engine °Sterling No. 2°for 70 years. The raining camp, called Ling, included a boarding house,

'offices, cor~~pany store, a dozen residences, corral, and warehouses. The Sterling Mine was
never a big producer, generating abouC 20,000 tons per year of borates during pe~l< production.
borax Consolidated, a forerunner of U.S. Borax, bought the Sterlin~7 Mine in 1911 for $1.8 million.
Fot mar?y.year~s, the corporate headquarxers ~Nere located in Valencia.

- _ __ _---
Vasquez Rocks ~ This 745-acre pa. k of ~mique geological rock formations is located near Agua Dulce Springs.
Agua Dulce The park features a history trail tour about the Tataviam Indians and early Spanish settlers.

Located on the San Andreas fault, the sandstone rock formations were uplifted during the
Cenozoic era; approximately 25 million years ago. In 1873-74, one ofCalifornia's most notorious'
bandits, Tiburcio Vasquez, used these rocks as a hiding place to evade law enforcement. His
name has since been associated with the geologic feature.
National Register of Historic Places (Site #72000228, 1972)
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possess natural beauty, provide a positive visual experi-
~~~~p ~~~~~~ ~ u~~~ ence and help to define the aesthetic character of an area.

Scenic resources, can also include man-made open spaces
and the built environment, such as parks, trails, nature

Th'~'~'a~~a~ ~f~e~~,~r, R~~~~r~c~~
For many people, the primary sensory experience of~~ place.
is visual. A community's appearance; and scenic resources
contribute to a sense of place and influence residents' per-
ceptions about their quality pflfe. Memorable;and distinc-
tive images provide residents with spatial orientation-and
identity, heightening their feeling of belonging to tl~e place,
and instilling a sense of civic pride.

`Aesthetic value" refers #o the perception of the natural
beauty of an area, as well as the elements that create or
enhance its visual quality. While aesthetic value is sub-
ject~ve; it is one of the elements that contribute to people's
experience of an area. Most communities identify scenic
resources as an important asset, although what is considered
"scenic" may vary according to its environmental setting.
For example, a;valley~comrnunity has;distnctive scenic
.resources that differentiate it from a coastal ar mountain._
community.

"Scenic resources" can include natural open spaces, topo-
graphic formations, and landscapes that contribute to a
high level ofvisual quality.. These are significant resources.
that can;be maintained and enhanced to;promote a positive
image in the community. Many people associate natural
landforms and landscapes :with scenic resources, such as
lakes, rivers and streams, mountain meadows, and oak
woodlands. These areas, generally felt by residents to

preserves, sculptur"e gardens, and similar features.

"Viewsheds" constitute the range of vision in which scenic
::resources maybe observed. They are defined by physical
features that frame the boundaries, or context of one ox
more. scenic resources: ' A< region's topography can lend
aesthetic value through t̀he creation of public view corridors
of ridgelines, and through the visual backdrop created by
mountains and hillsides. Viewsheds and scenic vistas may
include views of both natural and built environments, and
are also considered important scenic resources.

Scenic resources in the Santa Clarita Valley are described
below and shown on Fgure,CO-7.

5ce~it Mo~o~tains end Cany~n~
Due-to its.diverse topography, including mountain back-
d'ropshillsides and ridgelines, eanyons and streams, and a
broad river valley, the planning area contains a wide range
of scenic views and resources. Natural areas range from
grasslands to forest, contributing to the variety of scenic
experiences. Within the built environment, greenbelts
and parkways, trail .systems, and parks provide scenic
amenities.

The mountains surrounding the Valley provide a sense of
form and containment. Well-defined ridgelines, slopes
and canyons provide a visual backdrop to the urban envi-
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ronment, create a sense of place for each neighborhood or

district, and provide opportunities for residents throughout

the Valley to experience the natural environment.

Ridgelines project from the lower foothills of the .San

Gabriel and Sierra Pelona mountain ranges to the Valley

floor. The City and County have designated specific ridge-

linesand established land use policies designed to preserve

the views of these ridgelines, as described in the Land

Use Element. Sloping from the ridgelines ire numerous
canyons that give local identity to neighborhoods within
the planning area. These foothill and canyon zones axe
important scenic resources that, because of inherent slope
constraints, have remained undeveloped and support a
variety of naXural habitaks. Major scenic canyon areas are
described below.

• Placerita Canyon, running east and west in the south-
erlyportion of the planning area, is characterized by
shaded oak.. droves, a sgasonal stream lined with cot-
tonwoods, willows and sycamores, sandstone forma-
tions, and many other plant and animal communities.
Its historic "Oak of the Golden Dream" is the site of
California's first gold discovery in 1842, and is a desig-
nated State Historic Landmark. The Canyon contains

a seasonal waterfall and hiking trails, including a trail
leading to the top of the Santa Clara Divide in the San
Gabriel Mountains. From this vantage point one can

view the entire. Santa Clarita \7alley to the north and
the San Fernando Valley to,the south, with long-range
views beyond. The Placenta State Park and Nature
Center is located within the,canyon.

• Whitney Canyon is located at the intersection of Sierra
Highway anc~ Newhall Avenue, just east of SR-14, and
serves as the gateway to Angeles National Forest and
the Rim of the Valley Trail Corridor. Die to its loca-
tionbetween Elsmereand PlaceritaCanyons, Whitney
Canyon is the middle link for.the continuation of
the Rim of the Valley Trail Corridor and the natural
wildlife corridor through these canyons into Towsley
Canyon and the Santa Clarity Woodlands. 'The canyon
area contains oak forests, waterfalls, chaparral, coastal
sage scrub,:and, a ripa~ian,wat~rshed area; 442, acres
are publicly owned for preservation. as natural open
space, through a partnership between the Gity and a
conservation authority.
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• Elsmere Canyon lies within the Angeles National
Forest, near the intersection of Sierra Highway and
Newhall Avenue, east of SR-14. Encompassing. 2,700

aces, about half the. canyon area is within the National
Forest. Like other canyons in the planning area, Els-
m~re Canyon has served as a popular film site for
western movies. A proposal to locate a landfill in the
Canyon was withdrawn in 2004 based on public con-
cerns about environmental quality, and in 2007 the
property owner. donated 400 acres of Elsmere Can-
yon to the Mountains and Recreation Conservation
Authority for use as an open space preserve. Elsmere
Canyon contains abundant, wildlife, riparian habitat,
coastal sage, and oak woodlands, and provides a wild-
life corridor from the Santa Susana Mountains to the
San Gabriel range.

• Bouquet Canyon, in the, northerly portion of the plan-
ningarea, follows,the course of Bouquet Creek, gener-
ally from;Bouquet Reservoir south to the junction of

Bouquet Canyon Road and Soledad Canyon Road. The
canyon contains oak, willow, and sycamore groves; and

the degelopment character north of Saugus is rural.

• San Francisquito Canyon runs north and south from
Saugus to Green Valley, and is a rural environment
supporting numerous horse ranches. The Canyon

also contains sites of historic significance, such: as the
Harry Carey Historic Ranch.

• Sand Canyon, located in the eastern. portion of the
planning area, runs northward from the steep slopes
in the Angeles National Forest to the Santa Clara River
floodplain, The character of the canyon ranges from
heavy woodland to lame, rustic. rural estates with
abundant trees. Views from the upper reaches of the

canyon include the valley floor.

Pico Canyon, located in the. northern portion of the
Santa Clarita Woodlands Park in the western portion
of the planning area, has been used extensively for oil
extraction. The canyon was once occupied by Men-
tryville, an oil boomtown,: and now contains valley
and coast live oaks and views of the valley. floor. The
Mentryville historic site is contained within a State
Park.



• Towsley Canyon, located in the central portion of the
Santa Clar to Woodlands-Park, offers visitors a diverse
nafural area. Evidence of Native American heritage
and early California oil interests are visible, along with
spectacular'geologcformatons in "The Narrows". The
Canyon contains numerous"hikng'trals along with
Ed Davis Park.

` • Tick Canyon lies'in the Soledad-Basin and is a tribu-
tary of the Santa Clara River channel, between Mint
Canyon to'the westand Tapia and Spring Canyons to
the east. The Canyon was mined`for various minerals
during early settlement of the Valley.''

Wiley Canyon forms a portion of ̀the pass through
which Interstate 5 passes as it enters the planning
area from .the south. 'The upper reaches of the can-
yon provide a sense of enclosure and include views of
scrub-filled hillsides and stands of oak trees, while
the: northerly portion of the canyon offers expansive
views of the Santa'Clarita Valley.

• Rice Canyon is located south of Wiley Canyon in the
southwestern portion of the planning area, and offers
views of rugged topography, coastal sage scrub; and
'stands of oak trees.`'

Sc~~ie ~oodla~ds
Protected forest land within'the Angeles and- Los Padres
National Forests surround the planning area. Oak wood-
lands within 'these forests also extend into rural portions
of the planning area, contributing to its rural and scenic
character. Oak woodlands occur in scattered locations,
primarily in the southerly portions of'the planning area,
and'coitain a diverse habitat including six species of oak.
Cottonwood=willow riparian forests are found' primarily
along the Santa Clara River and its tributaries. Several
of the Coanty's Significant Ecological Areas (described
above) have been adopted to protect' oak woodland and
cottonwood-willow riparian forest areas.

Sc~~ic ~lafe~ bodies
Rivers and streams located in canyon bottoms provide
scenic visual relief from nrbanization`as tyell as habitat for
wildlife: The most signficant'river feature in the Valley
is the Santa Clara River, which flows approximately 100
miles from its headwaters near Acton to the Pacific Ocean,
and is one of only two natural river systems remaining in
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Southern California: The river flows east to west through
a beautiful valley formed between the Santa Susana Mouri-
tainsand the Transverse Ranges. Over 4,000'acres of high
quality riparian $abitat have been preserved in a natural
state along the length'of the River.

Some of the major tributaries to the Upper Santa Glara River
watershed include Castaic Creek, San Francisquto Canyon,
Bouquet Canyon, Sand Canyon, Mint Canyon, Sarid Can-
yon, Oak Springs Canyon, and the South Fork of the Santa
Clara River. Newhall Creek, Placerita Creek, and Towsley
Creek'are tributaries to the South Fork: Casfaic Lake; in
the northern portion of the planning area, provides scenic
views as well as recreational opportunities. The west sde'of
the lake is surrounded by parkland and sandybeaches:

~asqu~x Rocks
Vasquez'Rocks'CountyPark; located'in the community of
Agua Dulce West and north of SR-14, is an area of unique
geologic formations that has been the site of hundreds of
film shoots. ̀ Sculpted' by earthquake activity along the
Elkhorn fault; the rock formations were compressed, folded,
and tilted up to' a height of nearly 150 feet. Erosion has
shaped'the coarse-grained yellow sandstone into jutting
and sweeping'formations interspersed with shale and basalt
layers. Vasquez Rocks are both'a visual and: historical
landmark in the community.

Impacts ~f Development on Sc~nie iliews
Urban development has the' potential'to impair' scenic
resources if not carefully planned and controlled' Increasing
development pressures could impacf the quantity; quality,
and variety of scenic vistas in the Valley through increased
smog and light pollution, development on prominent rid'ge-
lines and'hillsides,obstruction ofscenic views alongvarious
roadways, signage and sfreetscape clutter, and aesthetically
deficient development." policies have'been added to the
Element to address the goal of protecting th`e scenic and
aesthetic beauty of the Valley.

IX. AIR RESOURCES

The planning area is located within tike South Coast Air
Basin, a 6,745-square mile area encompass'i'ng Orange
County and the non-desert portions of Los Angeles> San
Bernardino, and Riverside Counties. The regional climate
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within the Basin issemi-arid, characterized by warm sum-
mers, mild winters, infrequent seasonal rainfall, moderate
daytime onshore breezes, and moderate humidity. ̀Bounded
by the Pacific Ocean to the west, and mountains to the
north, east, and. south, and with abundant sunshine and
frequent inversions, the,South Coast Air Basin is naturally
conducive to, the formation. of air pollution.

The Santa Clarity Valley is surrounded by the Santa Susana
and San Gabriel. mountain ranges on the .south, east and
West, and the Sierra Pelona Mountains on the north. The
Valley lies,in a traz~sitiox~al micrgclimatic zone of the Basin
between the "valley marginal" and "high desert" climate
types. Situated far enough from the ocean to escape coastal

influences, the Valley's climate is generally mild with hot
.summers and sunny, warm winters. Average annual pre-
cipitation is about 13 inches, usually received between
November and March, although some mountain areas
south of the Valley may receive. up to 24 inches of precipi-
tation per year.

Predominant wind patterns for the Santa Clarity Valley
generally follow those of a mountain/valley regime. Dur-
ingthe day, effects of the onshare flow reach inland and are
enhanced by alocalized up-valley or mountain pass wind.
Daring the night, surface radiation cools the air in the
mountains, and hills, which flows down-valley.producing

a gentle "drainage wind'..The predominant wind patterns
in the Valley are broken by occasional y!inter storms and
episodes of Santa Ana winds, which are strong winds that
originate in the desert. Usually warm and ofken carrying
dust and sand, the Santa Ana winds gccur 5 to10 times per
year between September .and March, and ire particularly
strong in mountain passes and at canyon outlets.

Air pollution emissions within; air basins are,, generated
by stationary, mobile, and natural sources. Stationary
sources are further classified as point or area sources, with

:,point sources occurring at an identified location such as a
manufacturing plant, and area sources comprised of mul-
tiple dispersed emissions such as use ofpaints,-generators,
lawn mowers, aerosol cans, and agriculture. Mobile sources
refer to emissions from motor vehicles, aircraft, trains, and
construction equipment.,.. Air pollution can also. be gener-
ated by the natural environment, such as when fine dust
particles are pulled off the ground surface and suspended
in the air during high ~yinds,
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Both the federal and State governments have established

ambient air quality standards for outdoor concentrations of

various pollutants in order to protect public health. These
standards have been set at levels that could be generally
harmful to humanhealth and welfare, and to protect the
most sensitive persons from illness or discomfort with, a
margin of safety. The South Coast .Air Quality Manage-

ment District (SCAQMD) is responsible for bringing air
quality within the South Coast Air Basin into conformity
with these. standards. SCAQMD ,defines typical sensitive

receptars as residences,,schools> playgrounds,. child.: care
centers,. athletic facilities, hospitals, long-te~xn health care
facilities, rehabilitation centers, convalescent centers, and
retirement homes. ,

The air pollutants. which are most relevant to air quality
planningand regulation in the planning area include ozone,
carbon monoxide, nitrogen dioxide, fine, suspended particu-
latematter, sulfur dioxide, and lead. Ozone is a gas formed
when volatile organic compounds and nitrogen oxides,

byproducts of internal combustion engine exhaust, undergo
photochemical reactions in the presence of sunlight. The

most frequent transport route for ozone into the planning
area is from the L,os Angeles Basin and San Fernando Val-

ley, borne by daily wind; patterns through the Santa Clara
River Valley. Carbon monoxide is a colorless, odorless
gas produced by incomplete combustion of fuels, with the
highest concentrations; generally found near congested
transportation corridors. Major sources of fine suspended

particulate matter are diesel engines, tires and brakes.

The greatest source of air pollutants in the basin is from

mobile sources.. Because of its geographical location. and
meteorological conditions, the Santa Clarita.Valley records
some of the highest ozone readings in the Basin. The data

indicate that local ozone concentrations usually result from
pollutants transported from outside the Valley... However,
locally-generated air pollutants are also an,issue for Valle
residents, due to increased growth and automobile traffic.

Localized carbon monoxide concentrations are found at
congested intersections, especially in winter. Concentra-

tions offine airborne particulates result from locally gener-

ated emissions, such as increased truck traffic. Stationery
sources include.. oil and gas producers and industrial uses.

Land use;patterns and the density, of development directly
affect the amount of air pollution that is generated within
a community. Land uses that are segregated increase the
number of motor vehicle trips and associated air pollut-
antemissions, because it is inconvenient or impossible for



residents to walk or bicycle between destinations, or public
transit is not available. ̀Higher`densitycommunities that
mix residential with commercial; business, and' employment
uses are designed to reduce reliance on'motor vehicle use, or
reduce'the trip length and frequenc}~ needed. In addition,
communities in which the ratio'of jobs`to housing units is
not balanced result in`additional vehicle miles traveled by
commuters who must drive to employment centers.

The SCAQMD is the agency principally responsible for
comprehensive'air pollution ̀control in the South Coast
AirBasin. However, the City and the County, like all other
local planning agencies, have ari important role to play in
controlling air pollution through their land use and trans-
portation policies. Local agencies have a shared responsi-
bility to promote strategies for trip reduction, congestion
management, low emission vehicle infrastructure; transit
accessibility, and energy conservation:'

The California Air Resources Board (GARB) has prepared
guidelines for lgcal jaYisdictions to consider incorporating
into planning documents, such as this Area Plan, to protect
residents, particularly sensitive receptors, from harmful air
pollutants. Sensitive individuals refer to those segments
of the population most susceptible fo poor air i~uality (.e.
children, the elderly, and those'with pre-existing serious
healthprablems affected by air quality).''The health of these
individuals can b'e seriou'sly impacted by continuous or
repeated exposure to air pollution, which can increase the
risk of cancer, asthma, impaired lung function in children,
bronchitis, and cardiovascular disease. The GARB gixide-
lnes recom`mendminimum spacingrequirementsbetween
sensitive uses and individuals; and' sources of air pollu-
tion. Policies Have-been included iri the element to require
adequate separation ofuses to protect public health.'

In addition to pollutants, some'land uses generate odors
which are irritating or have the potential'to cause headaches,
nausea or other health effects. Examples of useswhich have
the potential'to generate odors'include sewage treatment
pla"nts landfills~`recycling"facilities, waste transfer stations,
auto body shops, coating oper"ations fiberglass operations,
and uses that process or stork chemicals or pefroleurii prod-
ucts. Control aria regulation of odors iri the planning area
is the responsibility of the SCAQMD. However, adequate
separation between uses which have'the potential'to gen-
erateodors and'sensif be land uses has been considered in
preparation of the Land Use Map.
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Land uses thathave the potential tobe sources of air-borne
dust and'particulates include rock crushing and gravel opera-
tions, quarrying, mining, and recycling of construction
debris. 'Iii addition, diesel engines have been identified as a
source of toxic particulate matter. According to CAR$, die-
selparticulates represent 70 percent of the known potential
cancer risk from air toxics in California.` CARB recommends
that planning documents, such as this Area Plan's Land Use
and Circulation Elements, consider air quality and public
health issues by locating residences and other sensitive land
uses away from sources of air pollution, and by ensuring that
circulation facilities such as truck routes and truck stops are '
not located near sensitive uses:'

Another major`issue in ferms of air quality is climate change
associated with carbon emissions: This issue is discussed
in the next section.

fr ~ ~ , .
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ackgr~und ~ Legal Requirements'
The Intergoverrimental`Panel' on Climate Change (IPCC)
was establishedunderthe auspices of the United Nations to
produce a global`consensus on the science and economics of

climate change. The IPCC'does not conduct any research
nor does it monitor climate related data. Its role is to assess
the latest scientific, technical and socio-economic literature
produced worldwide relevant to the understanding of the'risk
of human-iriduced'climate change. In 2007,'the IPCC'issued
a ser es'of reports. The first report provided a summary of the
science of what is causing climate change (Physical Science
Basis), andthe second report (Summary for'Policy Makers)
outlined the expected impacts, adaptation, and vulnerability
of the environment to climate ̀change: The conclusions of

these two reports were:

• 'Ile global'atmos~heric concentrations of'greenlibuse
gases (including methane, carbon dioxide and nitrous
oxide) have increased due to human activity since
150.

• The increase in these concentrations is primarily due
to'fhe consumption of fossil fuels

• The global mean temperature is likely to increase
between 1.8°C and 4.0°C by the end of the century.
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• Sea levels ire likely to rise between 0.2 and 0.6 meters
by the end of the century.

Heat waves, thaw events, and heavy precipitation are
likely to become. more intense.

The third IFCC report. (Mitigation of;Climate Change)

addressed mitigation;measures that can be taken to address
climate change. This report concluded that,although cli-

matechange threatens theglobal environment if unchecked,
catastrophic impacts of climate change; can be avoided.if

immediate and consistent actions are taken to reduce global

greenhouse gas emissions.

The term, "greenhouse gases" (GHG) refers to gases; in the

Earth's atmosphere that act to absorb long-wave radiation
from the sun. These gases act like an insulating,blanket

and may result in an increase in global temperatures. The

primary GI~Gs are water vapgr, carbon dioxide, rr~ethane,

and nitrous oxide.

"Climate Change" is,a term that refers to;changes in the

global temperature over time. Global.temperature is gener-

ally determined by three different methods, or " forcings":

• Changes in, how the. Earth. receives incoming solar

radiation;

Changes in the way solar radiation is reflected by the
Earth; and

• Changes in the way solar radiation is absorbed by

the Earth.

Each of these forcings occurs naturally and have influenced
global climate for billions of years, resulting in a series:of

gradual warm periods and cold periods. The,concept of

man-made, or"anthropogenic" climate ch~ng~ is contained
within the third forcing listed above. As previously stated,

an increase in the concentration of GHG affects how the
earth absorbs solar radiation and can lead to an increase

in global.temperature.

According to the United,States Environmental Protection

Agency, the leading causes of GHG emissions in the United

States are ,the generation. of electricity, primarily by coal

burning power plants, and tailpipe emissions. frgm vehicles,
primarily passenger cars. The United States emits over seven

billion tons of GHG annually and has the highest per-capita
GHG emission in the world. By contrast, California is the
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twelfth largest emitter of carbon dioxide in the world. A

study completed in 2007 by the Netherlands Environmen-

tal Assessment agency concluded, however, that China

has superseded the United States in total annual carbon

dioxide emissions.

Califgrnia leads the nation in-vehicle miles traveled. In

California, over 70 percent of GHG emissions come from

burning fossil fuels, and over 50 percent of the total GHG

emissions in the State are from vehicle exhaust. GHG emis-

sions are created by vehicle transit in three ways

+; The fuel efficiency of thevehicle; ;

• The carbon content of the fuel itself; and

• The amou~t,of vehicle miles travelled over a given

amount of time. _

The. United States Department of Transportation,estimates
that the national per-capita vehicle miles travelled (VMT)

exceeded 10,000 miles. in 2005. ;$inch 1980, _VMT has

increased three times :faster than the nationalpopulation

andtwice as fast as vehicle registration. Municipalities have

an opportunity to impact VMT through land. use policy.

A 2006 deport to Governar S.chwarzeneggerprepared bythe

California Climate Action Team concludes that the climate

in California will likely-increase between 3~F and 10°F by

the end of the century. Gonseguences of this temperature

rise in the State of California would include substantialioss

of snowpack, increased risk of large wildfires, :.impacts to

local air: quality, increased demand for. the,generaton of

electricity, reduced agricultural yield, ar~d negative impacts

on tourism. The SXate Department of Water Resources has

identified the following. projected impacts to California's
water from climate change:

By 2050, a loss of at least 25 percent. of the Sierra;snow-

pack, an important source of urban, agricultural and
environmental water;

• Variable. weather;:pattern,,s, with more severe winters
and;spring.floodingand longer droughts;.

Flood levels,on many California rivers exceeding

design flows aid causinglevees, dams and.other infra-

structure to fail; ,



• Rsng`sea level,'threatening many coastal commu-
riities as well a§ the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta,
which` supplies 25 million Californians with drinking
...water;

• Rising water temperatures and changes in runoff pat-
terns that may affect aquafic species and 'agriculture;
and ;

'Lower groundwater tables due tohydrologic changes
and greater'demand.

The third IPCC report outlines a series of stepsthaY should
be taken to reduce the effects of climate change. Many of
these steps can be taken with no or very'little cost, such as
improving building insulation and banning incandescent
light bulbs. Other low-carbon technologies'may Increase
expense, but are considered feasible. For example; enhanc-
ingthe effectiveness of wind and solar power would require
improvements in technology and infrastructure, but these
costs may be outweighed by'the benefifis of reducing car-
bon emissions'from coal generation plants. (Overall,'the
IPCC repart recommends- stabilizing ̀ GHG at 550 parts
per million, a'level thaf would limit the increase in'glolial
temperature to acceptable levels:

The Obama Administration is in the process of developing
a' carbon dioxide "cap=and-trade" system for regulating
carbon emissions from`poinfi sources.' This cap-and-trade
system"{as opposed tb a carbon' dioxide tax) would work
by first establishing a total emission cap for GHG and then
permitting companies to emit a specific amount of GHG.
Companies would be ably "to sell`any excess credits to other
companies for a profit if they emit less than their permt-
ted amount.' Given its link to'climate change; the United
States Environmental Protection Agency is also exploring
the inclusion of carbon dioxide`under the Federal' Clean
Air Act, thereby subjecting carbon dioxide to regulations
under the Cleaxi Air Act:

Responding to the threat of glolial warming`'Governor
Schwarzenegger signed Executive Order S-3-05 in June
2005, recognizing global cYimate change and`its impacts
on California; and creating the Governor's Climatic Action
Team. In September 2006, the Governor signed Assembly
Bi1132 (A$ 32)' into law; mandating thereduction' of GHG
emissions in California. AS'32 requires reduction of the
State's GHG emissions to 1990 levels by 2020, a cap equal
to a 25 percent reduction from current levels. Over 400
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cities in the United States have signed commitments to
reduce GHG emissions by at least 7'percenf below'1990
levels by 2012.

The State of California strongly encourages local planning
agencies to respond to the threat of global warming by
irrip'lementing carbon reduction measures at the local level.
Letters from`the State Attorney General's Office to`various
jurisdictions throughout the State leave emphasized the
need to'ncorporate mitigations to reduce GHG:emssions
in local`policy iiocu~erits, such as General Plans anii~ Area
Plans, stating:

AB 32 requires both reporting of greenhouse gas emis-
sions' and their reduction on a brisk time schedule,
including a reduction of carbom dioxide emissions to

' 19901evels by 2020:' Local governments will be called
upon to help carry out the legislation s provisions; and
the General Plan revision is"the appropriate place'to
identify both carbon dioxide and other greenhouse
gas sources, as well as actions for mitigation of the
increases in emissions in greenhouse`:gasesresulting
'from actions set-forth in the General Plan revision.

The Governor's Office of Planning and Research (OPR)
released' guidelines to'assist lead agencies mdefining thresh-
olds of significance for GHG emissions as a part of the Cali-
forniaEnvironmental Quality Act (CEQA) review process.
Senate Bi1197 required OPR to adopt fihese guidelines by
January 1, 2010.

On December 12, 2008 th'e California Air Resources Board
(GARB) adopted the Climate Change Draft Scoping'Plan
(Scoping Plan). The Scoping Plan details how the man
dates'established by AB 32 will''be implemented.'The plan
recommends sixteen ̀'reduction measures" that will result
in a state-wide emission reduction target o`f''174 million
metric tons (mmt) of carbon' dioxide: ' ̀  GARB estimates
that achieving this target will reduce GHG-emissions in
California to` 19901evels.

One of the recommended reduction measures identified
by the. Scoping Plan is the GHG emission reduction target
within future Regional'Transportation Plans (RTP): This
ineasure`sets an emission reduction target of 5"mmt to be
derived from RTP policies regarding VMT that will be
implernerited by Municipal` Planning Organizations: (MPO)
and local governments. Specifically, the-regional MPO's
arid'local governments across the State will be required to
reduce VMT'through the creation of regional Sustainable
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Community Strategies (SCS) and local land use policy.
Senate Bi11375 (SB 375) was approvedby the Governor on
September 30, 2008 and:provides the legislative framework
for this target to be achieved. CARB is the regulating agency.
The new SCS's will be a part of the next state-wide Regional
Housing Needs Assessment (RHNA) process, which must
be completed by 2012:

Actions ~o Address Climate Ch~~ge ~s~ ~~~ Sa~~~
CBar~ta V~~~~y
The City of Santa Clarita and County of Los Angeles have
been working cooperatively on the One Valley One Vision
General Plan Update since 2000, yvell before climate change
was identified,as a local planning issue and before adoption
of AB 32. However, the land use plan developed for the
Santa Clarita Valley was designed to address the related
issues of urban sprawl, traffic congestion, air quality, water-
shedmanagement, and open space preservation, in a man-
nerthat also addresses some of the issues of global warming.
Specifically, the General Plan and Area Plan elements for
land use, .circulation, and,open space and conservation
set forth the following programs and. objectives for the
Valley:

1. Delineation of areas designated for urban. use and
non-urban (rural) use in order to limit urban sprawl
into outlying hillside areas and to encourage urban
infill development; ;

2. Provision of incentives for infill development and revi-
talizing older commercial areas, through adoption of
a Mixed Use; designation xn the City of Santa Clarita,
and by increasing. standards for density and floor area
ratio in urban are~s> which will allow greeter land use
intensity and mixing of residential with commercial
and service uses;

3. Designation of Mixed Use designations in.the: City
of Santa Clarta adjacent to transit centers, including
1Vletrolink stations and the McKean Transfer Facility, in
order to concentrate mixed use, higher intensity devel-
opxnentwithin walking distance of public transit;

4. Inclusion of non-residential "activity areas" within
urban residential land use designations, to allow
location of uses serving,a local clientele, such as
small groceries, dry cleaners, and personal services,
within walking distance of adjacent neighborhoods
without approval of a General Plan or Area Plan
Amendment;
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5. Development of continuous and connected paseo and
.bikeway systems that link neighborhoods to public
.transit, parks, schools, business and community ser
vice areas;

6, Incorporation. of pl~nr~ing policies to increase local
bus service and improve pedestrian access to transit
stops;

7. Preservation of the Santa Clara River watershed
through acquisition of open space along the river and
its tributary streams, and designation oflow-intensity
uses within the 100-year flood plain;

8. Continuation of the City's urban forestry program
that has resulted in the planting of 50,000 trees to
date and will continue to. provide for tree planting and
maintenance throughout the Valley;

9. Adoption of a goal to create two jobs .for every, new
dwelling unit, and to balance job growth. with hous-
ing growth in various locations throughout the Santa
Clarita Valley to reduce commuting distances to
employment;

1Q Continuation of the City's-open, space acquisition pol-
cies tocreate acontinuous greenbelt around the Valley
and along the Santa Clara River, supported by a City
voter-approved ballot measure to provide funding for
land purchases;

11. Adoption by Lros Angeles. County of ordinances to pro-
moteuse of green building materials and techniques,
low impact,development for stormwater control at the
source, and drought-tolerant landscaping.

Addit~o~~1 Pragr~~~ ~ Po~ic~es t~ Address ~lir~ate
Change
The challenge of addressing climate change at the local
level is being met by cities and communities throughout
the country, and more information about successful pro-
grams is becoxr~ng available. Response to climate change
by.local jurisdictions will require atwo-gronged approach:
first, adopting measures. to reduce energy consumption
and GHG emissions; and second, identifying measures to
adapt to changing climatic conditions, which may include
water and power shortages in combination with drought.
The California Department of Water Resources (DWR)
has urged astate-wide reduction in water consumption as
a means of reducing energy expended to pump, treat, heat,



de-salt, and discharge water. According to the California
Energy'Commission, conserving one acre foot of water
(enough to serve two families of four"for one year) reduces
GHG emissions by approximately one metric ton. Scien-
tificevidence indicates that even if GHG emissions were to
cease immediately, the atmosphere will continue"to warm
for the greater part of this century, resulting in changes
to snowpack, runoff, drought conditions, fires; and' other
impacts as discussedabove. At the same time, California's
population is expected to grow to 48` million people by 2030.
Due to'these factors, DWR will continue to'emphasize water
conservation and water banking th'roizghout the State. as
primary tools to protect the'state's water supply in response
to global warming.

A large portion of the GHG emissions iri California are
associated with buildings, because they use so much energy
for lighting, cooling and heating, and water for landscape
irrigation. Several new laws are pending in the Califor-
nia Legislature to mandate green building practices` in
new building construction. Economists have calculated
that buildings could'cut 30 percent of their emissions and
save money`at'the same time, through u"se of low-energy
light bulbs, intelligent lighting systems, enhanced nsula-
tion, energy-efficient heating and cooling systems, and
use of recycled steel: One way to decrease coaling costs is
through'. installation of shade trees aro xnd buildings and
parkinglots to reduce the "heat island" effect of pavement
and hard surfaces.

A necessary step for the Santa Clarita Valley jurisdictions
to comply with AB 3~ will be completion of separate GHG
inventories for the City and County. The purpose of these
inventories is to ideritf~ and categorize the major soarces
and quantities of GHG emissions being produced` by the
City's and County's residents, businesses, and municipal
operations. Based on the requirements of AB 32, 1990
will be used as the baseline year for the inventory, and will
serve as a reference against which to measure the City's and
County's progress towards reducing GHG emissions over
time. Goals and policies have'been included in this Ele-
ment to address the issues of GHG em'ssionS and climate
change; -and implementaCian measures have been included
outlining steps to complete separate Climate Action Plans
for the`City and County.

~~apter 4: ConservaYaoro end Open Space Eie~en~

I. PARK C AI
RE50URCES ~ FA~ILiT1~S

Cour~t~ ~at~ P~r~s
The County owns and operates 13 parks in the planning
area, totaling 578 acres and serving vario~ls communi-
ties throughout the Valley. County parks are classified
as follows:

• Neighborhood parks, generally from five to 10 acres
in area, provide active recreational areas intended to
serve a population of up to 5,000'within a half-mile
radius. There are seven County-owned neighborhoi,~l
parks in the planning area (Chesebrough, Del` Valle,
Hasley'Canyon, Jake Kuredjian, Pico Canyon, Plum
Canyon/David March, and Northbridge).

• Community parks are generally 10-40 acres, provide
both passive and'active recreation'facilities, and are
intended to serve a population of up to 20;000 within a
two-mile radius: There is one County-awned commu-
nitypark in the. planning area (Richard Rioux Park).

• Regional parks are generally over 50 acres, and offer a
wide range of specialized recreational activities to serve
the`a population within none-hour's drive: There are -
two County regional parks in the"planning area: Val
Verde Park and William S. Hart Park.

• Originally built in tfie I920s, Val Verde Park provides a
'focal point for many community activities"The County
has recently undertaken an expansion ofi Val'Verde
Park liy purch"asing a lot "near the park entrance, and
providing new football fields, basketball courts, tennis
courts, restrooms, playground, and landscaping.

• Part of the'Na"tural History Museum of Los Angeles
County, William's. HarYPark is the former home and
ranch of William's. Hart; silent film cowboy star and
director. The park includes a museum within a'Spanish
"Colonial Revival style mansion, which contains origi-
nalfurnishings, acollection of western art, mementos
of early Hollywood, and Native American artifacts. In
addition; there`s a furnished 1910 ranch house which
is open for unguided tours.
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• Recreation- parks are generally at least 50,acres and are
designed to handle large-scale. multiple participant
sports programs;and tournaments. Within the plan-
ningarea, C,astaic Sports Complex is the only County
park in this category.

• Reservations. are lands set aside ire oxder to protect
scenic resources, biologic resources, geological fea-
tures andLor open space, and provide only passive
recreational facilities such as hiking and picnicking.
Within the planning area, Vasquez Rocks is a County
facility in this category.

Due to growth pressures in County areas, particularly
in and around Castaic, the need for additional playfields
for youth sports has been identified as a significant park
planning objective. With over 1,000 children involved in
youth sports in the Castaic area, the community has only
two places for sports practice: one five-acre park and the
Castaic Regional Sports Complex. The County is making
plans to expand facilities at the Sports Complex to include
more play fields, in addition to adding an aquatic center
there. Pending development projects in the area will also
be required to provide sports fields to meet future facility
needs.

There are three State parks located within the planning area,
which are operated by the County: Castaic Lake Recreation
Area, Placerita Canyon State Park, and Vasquez Rocks State
Park. State parklands total approximately 13,476 acres
within the planning area. County and State parks are listed
on Table CO-2 and shown on Figure CO-8.

Cwfip Perks ecr~a~ion Planing
The City's first General Plan after incorporation, adopted
in 1991, contained a Parks and Recreation Element as an
optional element. At that time the City owned and operated
10 parks encompassing 67.25 acres; in addition, the 15-acre
William S. Hart Park, owned and operated by Los Angeles
County, was located within the City limits. The Element
established standards for community and neighborhood
parks, included an inventory of parks and other public
recreational facilities, established a trail plan, included a
needs assessment, and established goals and policies for
park planning.

The City adopted a Parks, Recreation and Open Space
Master Plan in 1995, setting forth specific strategies for
upgrading existing facilities and developing new parks
and trails. The 1995 Plan identified park classifications for
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neighborhood parks, metro/community parks, and special
use parks, and proposed a goal of four acres of parkland
per 1,000. residents.

In 2007, the City initiated an update of a Parks, Recreation
and Open Space Master Plan (Master Plan). Since the first
Master Plan was adopted in 1995, the City,had added 240
-acres to the park system, constricted 165 acres of improved
parkland,, and secured land for Central Park. New parks
included an activities center, aquatic center, gymnasium,
and community center. ~ The City also constructed 33 miles
o~,trails,. and set aside over 3,000 acres. of open space. ,

The City and the County have adopted park fee ordinances
pursuant to the State's Quimby Act (Government Code
66477), which allows loyal agencies to collect impact. fees
from residential. subdividers to finance development of
new parks to serve residents. In order to collect these fees;
state law xequires that the agency have an adopted General
Plan with standards for park and recreational facilities.
Section 16.15 of the City's Municipal Code allows develop-
ers to dedicate. and build parks to serve residents of a new
development, or to pay in-lieu fees to the City for parkland
acquisition and development.

In conformance with the Quimby Act> the; City's park fee
ordinance requires, dedication or payment of in-lieu fees
for a rn~nimum of three acres of parkland for each 1,0.00
residents. However, the City's General Plan standard calls
for par~CS to be provided at ~ rat}p of.5 acres per 1,000 resi-
dents. The City's General Plan,standard will remain five
acres per 1,000 after the General ~la~ ~s updated through
the One Valley One, Vision planning effort, and additional
funding sources will be identified to acquire and develop
parkland above that financed from park impact fees in
order torneet the General Plan standard.: _Based on current
parks facilities in the City; theze are approximately 1.5 to
two acres of developed parkland.per 1,000 residents in the
City as of 2007, with 246 acres of develo~Zed park space and
about 173 acres ,of passive park land. In addition, the City
has purchasedland for preservation,of natural.. open space
along the Santa Glara $fiver and. as a greenbelt.: surround-
ingurban areas.

The City of Santa Clarita Perks, Recreation and Community
Services Department operates 20 City parks totaling 246
acres and ranging in area from about 0.5 to 80 acres, which
provide a wide range of recreational facilities. City standards
for neighborhood and community parks are similar to the
categories used by the County, described above. Based on



these categories; there are 12 neighborhood parks within
the City and fire community parks, including $ouquet
Canyon, Bridgeport, Canyon Country, Valencia Heritage,
and Newhall Parks. Special use. and passive parks are also
included in the City's 1Vlaster Plan, and are generally used
for open space greenbelts ax d vista points. These perks
nclude'Rivendale; ̀Sand'Canyon River Park, Lost Canyon
Park, Pioneer Park, and severalothers: ̀There are dozens of
passive and special use parks in tfie City. The City's Central
Park is'a multii-use park intended to serve the entire Santa
Clarita Valley, and is classified as a regional park: Tliis park
provides facilities for league sports, cultural enrichment,
and passive open space. The Newhall Community Center,
which opened in 2006;`s a special use facility.'

In addition to acquiring and developing new park land,
fihe City continue's to expand and upgrade sports and'rec-
reational facilities'at its existing parks: In 2007, the City
awarded a design contract for a major expansion to tike
existing sports complex in the Centre"Pointe Business Park,
which will include an'18,000-square-foot gymnasium, a
remodeled arid`expanded skate_ park; and rnult'use'fields
on 15 acres.

The City's updated Parks, Recreation, and Open Space
Master'Plan will serve'`as a'guiding document for park
planning, identifying opportunities and strategies to meet
service needs, and outlining funding strategies'in the City
Due to the concurrent planning'efforts on this Master Plan,
this Element will not sere as the City's Master Plan but
will instead focus on broad policy issue"s relating to park
planning and more particularly on joint goals far the City
'and County'to pursue in order to coordinate efforts on open
space "preservation and park development.

A summary of existing park and'open space land is included
in Table CO-2, and shown on Figure'CO-S. The City has
also acquired almost 260-acres of additional land for future
parks or expansion of existing parks which are not yet fully
developed. To supplement City' and County park facilities,
12 school facilities have been made available for community
recreational purposes through approval of joint use agree-
ments. National Forest areas also provide' recreational
facilities available to Valley residents, including hiking
Erails'and campgrounds. Privately-owned golf courses,
which provide scenic open space as well as recreation, are
also listed.

thap~~~ d: ta~rser~a~ion ~a~d flp~~s Space ~ler~e~~

Joi~fi Perk P6~nni~g ~ss~es
Sorne of the future park planning needs that have been
identified in pulilic surveys and meetings of Valley residents
include more play fields for youth sports, sports complexes
large enough to accommodate lighted fields for"tournaments,
more community swimming pools and water parks, and an
amphitheater for outdoor concerts and theater`festivals. In
addition; a need has been identified to provide additional
parks and recreational facilities in some of the older; under-
served areas of the Valley.
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Road to Placerita
C~iny~>n Roar!

Adjacent to

~~~Placenta Canyon Open Space

--

140.0 PlaceriYa Canyon ~, City

State Park 
i-------- --- ------ --- __-- --- -- -- ---

i East/Rice Canyon.
Michael D.AntonovichOpenSpace 480..0 Trailheadalong MRCA

__
Old Road

335.0

I ?40.0

Castaic

C~staic

MRCA

MRCA

Castaic Open Space

Wilson Canyon Ranch
_ --

Newhall High Country Open Space
-- _ _ - -

~ 140.0 South of Newhall S~ MMC/SCWRCA

Valencia near I-5
Round Mountain 136.4. and Magic Mtn: I City

Parkway

North and
Angeles National Forest southeast of151,827.0. United States Forest Servicedos Padres National Forest - , developed

portibnsof Valley ~'

~~ ~ ~~~

High country west 
Newhall Ranch :High Country Recreation andNewhall Ranch 6,000.0 of i-5, south of

SR-126 
Conservation Joint Powers Agency.
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L~ga6 Reg~gr~~~nt~ f~~ Qp~~ Space Pr~s~rv~ti~~r
State law contains extensive provisions directng,preserva-
ton ofopen space by local,jurisdictions. In enacting these
statutes,,;the:Legslature made the following findings.. (1)
.the preservation of open-space land is necessary. not only
:for the maintenance of the.economy of the state, butalso
for the assurance of the continued availability of land
far the production of food and fiber, for the enjoyment

of scenic beauty, for recreation and for the use pf natural.
resources; (2) discouraging premature: and unnecessary
conversion of open-space land to urban uses is a matter
of public intgxest and will be of benefit-to urban dwellers
because it will discourage noncontiguous development
patterns which unnecessarily increase the costs of com-
munityservices, tocommunity residents; (3) the anticipated
increase in the population of the state. demands that cities,
,counties,, and;the state at the earliest possible date make
definite plans for the preservation of valuable open-space
land .and take: positive action to carry-out such.:plans by
.the adoption: and strict administration of laws; ordinances,
rules andregulationsas authorized by this chapter ar by
other appropriate methods; (4) in order to assure that the
interest of -all. its: people are met in the orderly growth
and development of the state and the preservation and
conservation of its resources, it is necessary., to provide for
the development of statewide coordinated plans for. the
conservation and preservation of open-space lands; and (5)
cities and counties must recognize that open-space land is
a limited and;valuable resource which must be conserved
wherever possible.
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Based on these :findings, the California. Legislature added
the requirement for an Qpen; Space Element to State law
in 1970. Government Code Section 65302(e) states: [The
general plan shall include] an Open Space Element as
provided in Article 10.5 (commencing with [Government
Gode] .Section 65560). Along with the Housing Element, the
Open Space Elementhas a clear statutory intent.and, next
to Land Use, is broadest in scope. Because. of this breadth,
open space issues overlap those of se.Yeral other elements.
For example, the Land Use Element's issues of agriculture,
natural resources, recreation, enjoyment of scenic beauty
and publiclands are covered by open space ,provisions.
"Open space fox :the preservation of natural resources" and
"open space used for the managed production of resources"
encompass the. concerns of the Conservation Element.
"Open space for public health and safety";covers.. issues
similar to those found in the ,Safety Element.

As explained in the introductory section of this Element, the
State-mandated Elements of Open Space and Conservation
have been combined into a single Element in this Area Plan
update, because of the clpse relationship,between the needs
to conserve natural respurces and open space. In various
sections of this Element dealing-with biological„historical,
scenic, water, and other resources; the need to establish
adequate open: space to meet conservation. goals, has been
discussed.. Therefore, it was determined to be beneficial to
plan open space protection in a coordinated manner with
.resource conservation and to include goals and policies for.
each of these issues into a single document.



Op~~ ~~ac~ ~~si~~~ta€~a~~ ~~ fiHe ~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~ ~°~~9~y
State law defines "open-space land" as any parcel or area of
land or water which is essentially unimproved and devoted
to specified open-space uses and which is designated on a
local orregional open space plan. Within the Santa Clarita
Valley, the following types of areas have been designated
for open space preservation pursuant to State law:

1. open space for the preservation of natural resources
,including, but not limited to, areas required for the
preservation of plant and animal life, including habitat
for fish and wildlife species; areas required for ecologic
and other scientific study purposes; rivers, streams;
lake shores, banks of rivers and streams, and water-
shedlands.

2. Open space used for the managed production of
resources, including but not limited to, forest lands,
rangeland, agricultural lands and areas of economic
importance for the'production of food or'fiber; areas
required for recharge of groundwater basins; aid areas
containing major mineral"deposits, including those
in short supply.

'' 3. Open space'for outdoor recreation; including liut not
limited to; areas`of outstanding scenic; historic`and
cultu"ral value; areas particularly sited far park and
recreation purposes, including access to lake shores,
beaches, and rivers and streams; and areas wHich serve
as linksbetween major recreation and.open-space res-
ervations including utility easements, banks of rivers
and streams; trails;'and scenic highway corridors:

4. Open space for public health and safety; including, but
not' limited'to, areas which require special,manage-
ment or regulation ̀because of hazardous o'r special
conditions such as earthquake fault zones, unstable
soil areas, flood plains, watersheds; areas presenting
high fire risks, areas required for the protection of water
quality aril water reservoirs and areas required-for the
protection and enhancement of air quality:'

State law also requires that every'local open space plan shall
contain an action program consisting of specific programs
which the legislative body intends to pursue in irnplement-
ingits open space plant Within the planning area, both the
City and'Gounty have taken numerous'actions to preserve
open space land for preservation of h storic`and cultural
resources,: biologicaY resources; park and recreation' use,
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visual. and aesthetic resources, aggregate resources,flood
control and watershed protection, and projection of the
public from hazardous conditions.. 'These measures: have
been described ;in the previous sections of this F.lemenf,
and in the Land Use and Safety Elements. In addition
to the open space lands set aside by the Gity and County,
there are several Stateparks and recreation areas located
within the planning area.

Open Sp~c~Rre~~~~r~~e~~ ~~ ~r~~
The City of Santa Clarita began planning for preservation
of open space shortly after its incorporation in 1987. The
Santa Clara River Recreation anti Water Feature Study
was adopted by the City in 1991. This document was the
City's first step in planning for recreational use of the Santa
Clara River, and formed the basis for development of the
current Santa Clara River trail. The study envisioned a
continuous river environment encompassing active and.
passive`parks; natural open space, and riverfront com-
muriity centers and retiail establishments, linked by a sys-
fiem ofbike~vays, paseos, and'multi-use trails; The'study
also identified the City's goal`to coordinate with adjacent
jurisdictions to'develop a-trail network along the'Santa
Clara River that would link the San Gabriel Mountain§ to
the Pacific Ocean.

In 1995 the'City adopted a Parks, Recreation and'Com-

munity Services Master Plan; containing an inventory'of
existing facilities and establishing a plan for park develop-
ment through 2005. ' "The'City=began updating this'Plan
in 2007.

The City of Santa Elarita's Open Space Acquisition Plan
(OSAP)'was adopted in 2002 to create a systematic and
objective mechanism for evaluating and acquiring open
space: This plan was intended to assist in the-creation of
a "green belt" surrounding the City of Santa Clarity to
improve and expand wildlife habitat and corridors, and
to provide a framework for the Citq to evaluate, acquire,
and maintain the most'beneficial parcels within and sur-
roundingthe Santa C1ariYa Valley for preservation as open
space: The OSAP also identified a goal of acquiring open
'space. to augment'the Rim of the- Valley open space and
trail'system. "

'Since its incorporation in 1987, the City of Santa Clarity has
'acquired more than 3;000 acres of land for'the purpose of
preservation of natural habitat and open space. The City
Council has focused on preserving a greenbelt of open space
around the City's incorporated boundaries, and about 50
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percent of that greenbelt was completed as of 2007.. The
City also partnered with the Santa Monica Mountains
Conservancy (SMMC) to pool resources for open space
acquisition, as in the 2002 joint acquisition of 442 acres of
land in Whitngy Canyon, adjacent to Elsmere Can, yon at the
end of Newhall Avenue near State Route 14. Preservation of
this land will contribute tothe,open space greenbelt around
the. Valley, provide for extension of the Rim of the Valley
Trail Corridor, and preserve this canyon in perpetuity for
future generations, In 2005, the City required dedication
of the 907-acre Golden Valley Ranch open space area from
Pac,Sun, Inc., as a condition of approval on the developer's
projects. This land is located east and south of State Route
14 and runs generally from Golden Valley Road south to
Placerita Canyon,Road. Other examples of preserved open
space are listed qn Tab1e C0-2,

In_another innovative partnership, the County teamed
with a developer to preserve the 6,000 acres of the Newhall
Ranch high country, lgcated between the City limits and
the Ventura County line, The Newhall Ranch High ,Country
Recreation and Conservation Joint Powers >Agency was
formed to maintain this open space land.

On March 7; 2007; the donation by the:: property owner
of 400,acres. of Elsmere Canyon to the Mountains and
Recreation Ganservation Authority (MRGA) for use as
an open spade preserve received final appro~~l. Elsmere
Ganyo~n is a natural, riparian area that contains vital. finks
:between the Angeles National: Forest,: Placerita Canyon
,Nature Center and: Whitney Canyon for the wildlife cor-
ridor,connecting the Sari Gabriel, Santa Susana-and Santa
Monica nnountains. The,canyon contains waterfalls, rolling
hills,: riparian habitats; coastal sage and aak woodlands,
:and significant ecological; cultural and historical treasures.
Another 800. acres of the.: canyon are deemed in .need of
protection in the future.

The SMMC and its affiliate agency, the MRCA, own and
manage more. than 55,000 acres of public land xn Southern
California, of which _over .7,00.0 acres. are located within
the planning area. One of.these properties is the,historic
town of Mentryville and more than 3,000 surrounding
acres, which was donated to the Mountains Recreation and
Conservation Authority by Chevron USA in 1995.

The Santa Clarity Watershed Recreation and Conservation
Authority was formed in 1997 by the SMMC and the City
of Santa Clarity as an independent government agency to
improve and maintain 442-acre: Whitney Canyon Park,
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which includes. park improvements;. shutting of old oil
wells, and enhancing habitat use as a wildlife corridor. This
Authority may be used to maintain otherjoint acquisitions
of open`space land in the future.

In 2005, a proposed Open Space and Parkland Preservation
district was voted down by the Gity's voters by a narrow
.margin. However, open space proponents continued to
.promote the measure throughoutthe community, with a
.successful measure passing two_years~later. _In July, 2007
the voters of the City of Santa Clarity voted by a margin
of 69 percent to. 31 percent to;support formation of a new

Qpen Space, Preservation District within the City. i The
City Council had proposed the district formation to help
increase the amount of preserved open space in and around
the Santa Clarity Valley, The voters approved. an annual
assessment to be levied on each homeowner and property
owner within the City> with an average single family home
paying $25 per year, which is estimated to generate about
$1.5 million per year for the next 30 years. The.vote also
included possible future increases to be approved by the
City Council after a public hearing., The District will allow
the City to purchase land to be held in perpetuity'for the
purpose of open space preservation. Funds generated from
the annum assessments will;be overseen by five member
Financial Accountability and Audit Panel to be appointed
by the City Council..

The City plans;to use bond funding supported by revenue
from the annual open space assessments to purchase up
to $34 million in open,space lands,throughout the Santa
Glarita Valley:: Plans,for'gpen space acquisition include
more community parks, preservation of biological habitat
and geological resources, and creation of open space. In
addition, the City plans to acquire land to complete an
.open space greenbeltaround the Santa Clarity Valley.: The
City hypes to;work cooperatively with the County, land
conservancies;.and other agencies to effectively leverage
-,open space funds with' State;grants;and.other funding
sources to provide for shared open space opportunities to
,benefitresidents ofthe entire Valley, An!example of such a
successful partnership in tk~~ past was the purchase of:the
442-acre Whitney Canyon Ranch, a partnership between
-the City and the SMMC operating as a joint powers. author-
tywith State bond funds.



'Table C0-2'contains an inventory of exsting'open space
land within the Santa>Clarta Valley; including`both City
and County parkland, resource protection areas, private
open space, and open space land controlled liy' other
agencies.

Future Dire~ti~ns four Op~r~ p~c~
The City and the County. will continue to pursue -their
goal of creating an open space: greenbelt encircling the
Santa.:Clarita Valley; protecting important river and canyon
liabit~ts, "maintaining the scenic hillsides and ridgelines
that enhance community cliar~cter in the Santa Clarita
Valley, and'coriserving the Santa Clara River watershed.
The 2007 Open Space District formafion`will be a powerful
funding #ool in achieving these goals. 'In addition, the City
"and County will continue to seek partnerships with the
:State; conservation agencies, and. other entities as deemed
appropria~'e in order to maximize funding opportunities
and benefitall citizens iri the Valleythrough preservation
of ̀open space.:-

XIII. RECR~~TIONAL TRAILS

PublicResourcesCode Section 5076 requires#hat "In devel-
opingthe open-space element bf a general plan as specified
in subdivision (e) of Section 65302 of the Government Code,
every city and county shall consider demands for trail-
orieritedxecreationaluse and shall consider such demands
in developing specific open=space programs; Further, every
city, county; and district shall consider the'feasibility of
integrating its trail routes with' appropriate segments of
'the state system:'

In compliance with this State requirement,'both the City
and the County have developed trail plans for adoption as
'part of their General Plans: In 2007, the County Board of
Supervisors approved an updated trails map for the Sanfa
'Clarita'and Antelope Valleys. '`The map was five"years in
the making, ;~ndFwas developed based"on input from the
Santa Clarity Valley Trails Advisory Committee: Members
of the'Advisory Committee walked, biked, drove and rode
'horses on potential trails with global 'positioning systems
to finalize recomrnendations'for trails to be'included on
the map. The trailswere planned to connect different com-
munitiesand link with other trails across county and city
lines, including trails in Kern and Ventura Counties and
within U. S. Forest Service land.
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The County has been'a strong proponent of trail use'and
development: For the last 15 years, Supervisor 1Vlichael
D. Aritonovieh has sponsored annual trail'rides to raise
awareness about County trails that are availabl'e'to all

residents. Areas such as Towsley Canyon and Placerita
Canyon have miles of trails that link City and 'County
areas and are available to equestrians as well ashikers and
non-motbrized'mountain bikes: 'In 2006, the City received
a $150;000 grant from Supervisor Antonovich's District's
Competitive Trails and`Cities'Grant Program to firianee
an extension of the Sand Canyon multi>use trailto connect
nortltoward the planned extension of the 14.S-mile-long
Santa Clara River Trail.

The Gity has been planning for an iriterconnected'trail
system since shortly after ifs incorporation in' 1987. In
1991, even before adoption of its first General Plan, the
City adopted"the-Santa Clara River Recreation and` Water
Feature Study, which emphasized the need for amulti=use
trail`system along the Santa Clara River that would serve as
"a continuous trail system that connects recreational fea-
turesalong the-river corridor; as well as local'and regional
destination points:'- In addition to recommending the river
trail system, the study recommended removing fences and
barriers along-the river to provide public access to the river
trail; planning bicycle routes and pedestriariwalkways-from
residential neighborhoods to the river; directional signs
for pedestrians; and providing pedestrian and trait•links
between the north and south'sides`of the river: The study
envisioned a river trail that would extend fYOm #ire San
Gabriel Mountains to the Pacific' Ocean. The Santa Clara
River runs along the bottom of the Santa Clarity Valley, and
-about seven and a half miles are within the City'limits. The
City had about five miles ~of the trail completed or under
construction as of 2007; and is planning to extend the trail
further to the'east and west: All of the'other-trails within
the. City are planned to connect to the river trail; which
also functions as a wildlife corridor. The City success-
fullypetitioned the State Recreational Trails Committee
to include the Santa Clara River as a trail'corridor on the
State trail plan; which has increased the project's "success
imcompeting-for grant funding,

The Gity also included trail plans in the 1991- General Plan
and 1995' Parks, Recreation and Community Services Mas-
ter Plan. The City has developed standards for hard sur-
facetrails; equestrian trails, soft surface trails, pedestrian
bridges, and connection and access points: (Trail standards
are discussed further in the Circulation Element): The
City has developed public information brochures with

to
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maps, available on the City's website, for residents seeking
information on paseo systems and regional recreational
trails. City trails are open from sunrise to 10:00 p.m.,
and bike lockers provided at the three Metrolink stations
are available for trail users. The City has also developed
trailheads with parking and services to provide convenient
access to trails.

The City funds trail construction on aproject-by-project
basis by combining general fund money with grant appli-
cations. Since 1995 the City has received $12-$13 million
in grants used for trail construction, including both State
and federal funds. For example, an MTA grant was used
to fund design and construction of the continuation of the
Santa Clara River trail from the South Fork to Interstate
5. The City and County also require developers to con-
structtrail segments within the project boundaries of new
development, based on adapfied trail plans, and to provide
connections to regional trails where required.

City staff attempts to coordinate with County and fed-
eral agencies and developers on projects outside the City
limits, including U.S. Forest Service lands, to ensure that
the City's trail systems connect with regional trails. One
of the City's specific goals is to tie its trail system in with
the Pacific Crest Trail, which passes through Agua Dulce
near Vasquez Rocks on its north-south path from the
U.S.-Canada border to the U.S.-Mexico border. The City
and County will continue to cooperate with neighboring
agencies and stakeholders to create additional regional
trail segments.

With wildfires, floods, and general forest growth conditions,
trail maintenance is a constant need throughout the City's
trail systems. The City and County are fortunate to benefit
from the labors of a dedicated volunteer trail maintenance
crew that helps staff maintain nature trails.

Figure GO-9 shows regional recreational trails within City
and County areas throughout the planning area.
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Based on the existing conditions and issues outlined in the
background sections of the Conservation and Open Space
.Element, planning needs for. the Santa Clarita Valley are
summarized below. Policies and objectives in Part 2 of the
element have been developed to address these needs.

1. Strive to balance the needs of new residents, businesses
and employnnent:centers with the. comxnlunity's goals
for retention of open space and preservation of natural
resources.

2. Limit losses of valuable topsoil by erosion,. construction,
and development practices.

3. Maintain and protect the scenic backdrop of hills and
ridgelines a~'ound and within the Valley,.to,preserve
community character.

4. Protect the scenicbeauty of the Santa:Clarita Valleg s
canyons woodlands, water bodies, aid unique geologi-
cal features, to enhance. the sense,of place.

5. Allow recoYery of aggregate resources-while,minimiz-
ng mpacts to the community and environment, and
ensuring reclamation of mined lands.

6. Protect sensitive habitat, including wildlife corridors,
endangered species, and the National Forest, from
the adverse impacts of;development,.including noise,
pollution, light, pets, off-road vehicles, and invasive
species.

7..Effectively, manage stoxmwater at the source, to pro-
mote infiltration into local aquifers, minimize flood
impacts downstream, and reduce drainage infrastruo-
tore costs.

8. Require water conservation in all aspects of devel-
opment, with particular emphasis on landscape
irrigation.

9. Work with local water agencies to increase opportuni-
ties for use of reclaimed water.



10. Protect and enhance water quality within the Santa
Clara River and watershed.

11. Cooperate with landowners and ̀affected'districts to
assist in mitigating Perchlorate contamination in the
East Subbasin.

12. Protect culturally significant sites and districts
tfiroughouf the valley, including Native American
sites-and those associated with exploration, settlement,
and filming.

13. Coritribufe to a regional reduction in greenhouse gas
'emissions through land use planning' and transpor-
tation strategies, and through reductions in energy
consumption in buildings and site development, with
a focus or► older and existing buildings.

14. Recognizing that air quality is regional in nature, pro-
tectresidents, especially sensitive'receptors, from the
harmful" health effects of air pollution to the extent
feasible.

15. Ensure that Santa Clarita Valley residents have'access
to adequatiepark arid~reereatiori facilities; and provide
adequate facilities'for all'age groups.

16. Develop a continuous network of multi-use trails
within the Valley and corinecting'to adjacent forest
and river areas, integrating both recreational and
mobility components.

17. Preserve and protect open space throughout the' Valley,
focusing on completion of the open space greenbelt
surrounding urbanized areas, and along the Santa
Clara River.

18 Reduce vehicle miles traveled to locations outside the
'Santa Clarita Valley, as well as the number of vehicle
trips within the Valley, through the application of land
use strategies that incorporate a sustainable mix of land
uses and transit and pedestrian opportunities.

th~p~er 4: Cans~rva#6~n and pp~n Space E9et~etst
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V. COALS, OBJECTIVES, AND P LOCIES

A<balance between the. social and economic needs of Santa
Clarity Va. lley residents and„protection of the natural environ-
ment, so that these needs can be met. in the present and in
the future.

pbjec~ave 001,1
Prote~t:the capacity of the natural "green” infrastructyre to

absorb and. break down pgll.utants,.cleanse yirand water, and

prevent flood and storm damage.

Policy CO.1.7,7, 1n making land use decisions, :consider the
complex, dynamic, and interrelated ways that natural and
human systems interact, such as the interactions between

energy demand, water demand, air and water quality, and

waste management.

• Policy C0-1.1.2: In making land use decisions, consider

the impacts of human activity within watersheds and

ecosystems, to maintain the functional viability ofithese

systems.

• ,PolicyCO-1.1.3: ,In making land.use decisions, encourage

development proposals that preserve-natural ecosystem

functions and: enhance the f~ealth.of the surrounding

community...,

Qbjert~ive CQ-1.2 
,

Fromo~e more sustainable.utilization of renewableresource

systems.

• PolicyCO-1.2.7: Improve the community's understanding

of renewable resource systems that occur naturally in the
Santa Clarity Valley, including systems related to hydrol-

ogy,>energy, ecosystems, and habitats; and the interrela-
tionships between these systems, through the fallowing

measures:

a. Through the environmental and development
review processes, consider development proposals

within the context of renewabl~;~esource systems

and evaluate potential impacts on a system-wide

basis (rather than aproject-specific basis), to the

extent feasible;
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b. In planning,for new regional infrastructure proj-

ects, consider impacts on renewable: resources within

the context of interrelationships between these sys-

tems,and

c. Provide information to decision-makers about

the interrelationship between traffic and air quality,

ecosystems and water quality, land: use patterns and

public health< and other similar. interrelationships

between renewable.:resource,systems in order to

ensure that decisions are based on an understanding

of these concepts.

• Polf4y C0.1.2,2: Working with othQr agencies as appropri-

.ate,;develop and apply models and. other tools for deci-
sion-making to support the sustainability of renewable

systems.

obl~er~V~ ca-~..~
Conserve and make more efficient use of,non-renewable

resource systems, such as fossil fuels, minerals, andmaterials.

• PolicyCO-1.3.1: Explore, evaluate, and implement methods

to shift from using non-renewable resources to use of

renewable resources in all aspects of land use planning

and development..

• PolicgC0-1.3.2: Promote reducing, reusing, and recycling in

all Land Use designations and cycles of development.

• PolicyCO-1.3.3: Provide informational material to the public

aboutprograms to conserve non-renewable resources

and recover materials from the waste,stream.

• Policy Cp•7.3.4: Promote and ,encpurag~ cogeneration

.projects for commercial and industrial facilities, provided

they meet all applicable envi,ronmEntal quality standards,

including those related to air and noise, and provide a net

reduction in greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions associated

with energy production.

Objective CO-1.4 ,
Minimize the long-term impacts posed by harmful chemical

and biological materials on environmental sy~t~ms.;

• Policy CO-1.4.1c In cooperation with other appropriateagen-

cies, identify. pollution sources and adopt strategies to

reduce emissions into air and water bodies. ,



• PolicyCO-1.4.2:. in cooperation with other appropriate agen-

cies, abate'or remediate known areas of contamination,

'and limit the effects of any`such areas on public health.

• Po11cyC0-1.4.3: Encourage use of non-hazardous building

materials, and non-polluting materials and industrial pro-

cesses, to the extent feasible.

• Pdlicyt0-1.4.4: In cooperation with other appropriate agen-

Gies'continue to develop and implement effective meth-

ods'of handling and disposing of hazardous materials

and'waste. ',

.........................................................................................................................................................

ObJertiv~ t0-1.S
Manage'urban development and human-built systems tomini-
rrlize harm to ecosystems; watershetls, and other natural sys-
tems,such asurban runoff treatment trains that infiltrate; treat
and remove direct connections to impervious areas.

Policy CO-1.5.7: Promote the use of environmentally=re-
sponsible buildingdesign and efficiency standards in new

development, and provide examples of these standards
in public facilities, pursuant to the County's Green Build-
ing Program.

• `PoltiyCO-1.5.2: Design-and manage public urban infrastruc-
ture systems to reduce impacts to natural systiems

• Policyt0.1.5.3: Consider life-cycles for buildings, develop-
ment patterns, and uses, and their long-term effects on
natural systems, through the following measures:

~. Through the environmental review and develop-
mentreview processes, consider the impacts of new

development on renewable systems through various
phases including construction, use and operation,

potential reuse; cessation of use; demolition, and
reuse or restoration of the developmentsite;"and

b.' Ensure that mitigation measures and conditions
of approval intended to protect natural systems are
adequately funded and monitored for the required
timeframe.

• Policy C0-1:5.4: Seek ways to discourage human behav-

ior that may be detrimental to natural systems and to

encourage environmental responsibility, through'educa-
tion,incentives, removing barriers, enforcement, and other

means as practicable and feasible.

Chapter 4: tons~rva#inn and Open Space Eie~aen$

Policyt0-1.5.5: Promote concentration of urban uses within

the center ofthe Santa Clarity Valley through incentivesfor.

infill development and rebuilding, in orderto limit impacts

to open space, habitats, watersheds, hillsides, and other

components of the Valley's natural ecosystems.

• Policy CO.1.5.6: Through the development review process,
consider the imparts of development on the entire water-

shed of fihe Santa Clara River'and its tributaries, including
hydromodification.

• PolfcyCO-1.5.7: Considertheprinciplesofenvironmentalsus-
tainability,trip reduction, walkability, stormwatermanage-
'merit, and'energyconservation atthesite, neighborhood,

district, city; anc! regionafievel, inland use decisions.

• Policy CO-1.5.8: Consider environmental responsibility in

all procurement tlecisions; including purchasing policies
and capital projects.

Objective t0-).d _
To the extent feasible, minimize long=term effects of develop-

ment on natural systems and adjust development strategies

as needed to prornotesustainability.

PolicyC01fi6:1: Identify environmental conditions that rep-

resent ahealthy, sustainable community.

• Policy (0-1:6'.2: Use Geographic Information Systems; mod-

eling,and other tools to'indicate the locations of natural

'systems such as'groundwater recharge areasfloodplain

and floodway areas, oak tree woodlands; Significant Eco-
Iogical Areas, and plant and animal species habitat.

• Policy C0.1:63: Provide information 'on the condition of

natural systems to decision makers as part ofthe decision-

making process regarding land use and development.

~. i •~ i~ i

'Conserve the Santa Clarity Valley`s hillsides; canyons, ridgelines,
soils, and' minerals; wfich'provide the physical setting for the

natural and built environments.

Objet~ive C0 3.1
Control soil erosion, waterway sedimenfiation, and airborne
tiusf generation; and maintain the fertility of topsoil.
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• PolicyCO-2.1.1:, Review soil erosion and sedimentation con-

~rol plans for grading activities related to development,

where appropriate to ensuremitigation of potential ero-

sion by water and air.

• PolicyCO.2.1.2: Promote conservation of topsoil on develop-

mentsites by stockpiling for later reuse, where feasible.

PolicyCO-2.1.3:, Promote soil enhancement and waste reduo-

tign, through.composting, where appropriate, ,

ObjettiveC0-~.2
Preserve the Santa. Clarity Valley's.prominent ridge(ines and
limit hillside development to protect the valuable aesthetic and
visual qualities intrinsic to the Santa Clarity Valley landscape.
(Guiding Principle #7)

• Policy,C0-2.x.1: Locate- development. and designate land
uses to minimize the impact on the Santa Clarity Valley's
topography, minimizing grading and emphasizing the use

of developmentpads that mimic,the natural topography
in lieu of repetitive flat pads, to the extentfeasible. (Guid-
ing Principle #8)

• PolicyCO-2.2.2: Ensurethatgradedslopesinhillsideareasare
revegetated with native drought tolerant plants or other

approved vegetation to blend manufactured slopes with

adjacent natural hillsides, in cogsideration of fire safety
.and-slope stability requirements.

• PoliryC01.2.3: Preserve designated natural ridgelinesfrom

development by ensuring a minimum distance for; grad-
ingand development from these ridgelines of SO feet, or
more if determined appropriate by the reviewing author-
ity.based on site conditions, to maintain the Santa Glarita
Valley's distinctive community character and.-.preserve

the scenic setting.

Polity W-2,2.4: Identifyand preserve significant geological
and topographic features through designating these areas
as open space or by other means as appropriate.

• Policy CO 2,2.5: Promote the use ofadequate erosion control
measures for all development in hillside areas, including

single family homes and infrastructure improvements,
both during and after construction.
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• PolicyCOr2.2.6: Encourage building and grading designs that

conform.to the natural grade, avoiding the use oflarge
retdining wails and build-up walls. that are visible from

offsite, to the extent feasible and practicable.

Objective C0-~.3
Conserve areas with. significant mineral resources, and provide

for extra,~tion and:process ng of such resources in accordance

with applicable laws and land use policies.

• Policy (Q-2.3.0 :Identify, areas with significant mineral

resources that are available for extraction pursuant to

Zoning Ordinance requirements.

• Policy CO-2.3.2:. Consider appropriate buffers near mineral

resource areas that are planned for extraction, to provide

for;land use compatibility and, prevent the encroachment

of incompatible land uses.

• PolicyCO-2.3.3: Through the review processfor any mining or

mineral extraction proposal, ensure mitigation of.impacts

frommining and processing of materials on adjacent uses

or on the community, including but not limited to air and

water pollution, traffic and circulation, noise, and Jand use

incompatibility.

• Policy CO-2.3.4: Ensure that mineral extraction sites are

maintained in a safe and secure manner after cessation

of extraction activities, which may include the.regulated

decommissioning of wells,.clean-up;ofany contaminated

soils or materials, closing of mine openings, or other mea-

sures as deemed appropriate by the agencies having

jurisdiction.

• Policy C0.2.3.5 Promote remediation and restoration of

mined land to a condition that supports ,beneficial uses,

which may include but are not limited to recreational open

space, habitat enhancement, groundwater recharge, or

urban development:

Conservation of biological resources and ecosystems; including

sensitive habitats andspecies.

abf~~r~~~~co-3er
In review of development plans and projects, encourage con-

servation ofexisting natural areas and restoration.: of damaged

natural vegetation to provide for habitat and biodiversity.



PolicyCO-3.1.1: On theLand Use Map and through the devel-
opment review process, concentrate development into
previously developed or urban areas to promote infill
development and prevenfi sprawl and habitat loss, to the
extent feasible.

• PolicyCO.3.1.2c Avoid tlesignating or approving new devel-
oprrientthat will adversely impact wetlands; floodplains,
threatened or endangered species and habitat, and water
bodies supporting fish or recreational uses, and establish

- an adeq"uate buffer area as deemetl'appropriate through
site specific review.

Policy CO3.1.3: On previously undeveloped sites ("green-
fields"), identify biological resources and incorporate
habitat preservation measures into the site plan, where
appropriate: (This policy wilPgenerally not applyto urban
infill sites, except as otherwise determined by'the review-
ingagency)..

PoBc'yC0~31.4 For new development oh siteswith degraded
habitat, include habitat restoration measures as part ofthe
project development plan, where appropriate:

Policy CO-3.1.5: Promote the use of site-appropriate native
or adapted plant materials, and prohibit use of invasive
or noxious plant specie`s in landscape designs.

• PolicyCO.3.1:6i`On'developmenfsites preserveandenhance
natural site elements including existing water`6odies, soil
conditions; ecosystems, trees; vegetation'and habitat, to
the extent'feasible.

• Policy (0.3.1.7: Limit the use ofturf-grass on development
sites and promote th'e use of'native or adapted plantings
to promote'biodiversity andnatural habitat.

• Policy CO3.18:'On deVelc~pment sites, require tree planting
to provide habitat and shade to reduce`tle heat island
effect caused by pavement and buildings._

• Policy CO-3.1.9: During construction, ensure preservation
of habitatand trees designated to be'protected through
use of fencing and other means as appropriate, so as'to
prevent damage by grading, soil compaction, pollution,
erosion or other adverse construction impacts.

• Policy C0-3:1.10: To the'extent feasible, encourage the use
of open space to promote biodiversity.

Chapter ~: tonserva4i~n and Open Space Eleme~~

• ' PolicyCO3.1:11: Promote use of pervious materials or porous
concrete on sidewalks to allowfor planted area infiltration,
allow oxygen to reach tree roots (preventing sidewalk
lift-up from roots seeking oxygen); and mitigate tree-
sidewalkconflicts, inorder to maintain a healthy mature
urban forest.

DbjecFiue CO-3.2
identify and profect'areas which have exceptional biological
resource value'due to a~specifictype of vegetafion, habitat,.
ecosystem, or location.

• PolicyCO.3.21: Protecfwetlandsfrom developmenfimpacts,
with the goal of achieving no net loss (or functional redur
tionj of jurisdictionaFwetlands within the planning'area.

• Policy CO-3.2.2: Ensure that development is located and
designed to protect oakand other significantindigenous
woodlands: (Guiding Principle #9)

• Policy t0-3:2.3: Ensure protection of'any endangered or
threatened species or habitat, in conformance with State
and federal laws.

• Policy CO-3.2:4: Protect`biological'resources Pn the desig-
natedSignificant Ecological Areas (SEAS) through the siting
and design of development which is highly`compatible
with the SEA resources. Specific development standards
shall be identified to'confrof the types of land use, density,
building location and size, roadways and other infrastruo-
ture; landscape,'drainage, and other elements to assure the
protection of the critiical and important plantand animal
habitats of cacti SEA. In general,-the principle shall be to
minmizethe'intrusion and impacts of development in
these areas with 5ufficienf controlsto adequately protect.
the resources. (Guiding'Principle #̀10)

Objee~ive Cq-3.3
Protect significanfi wildlife corridors from encroachment
by development that would 'hinder or obstruct wildlife
movement. `"

• Policy CO3.3.1: Protect the banks and adjacent riparian
hakitat along the Santa Clara River and its tributaries, to
provide`wildlife corridors.

• PolicyCO-3.3.2: Cooperate with other responsible agencies
to protect, enhance, and extend the Rim ofthe Valleytrail
system through Elsmere and Whitney Canyons, and other

ins
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areas as appropriate, to provide both recreaxional; trails

and uvildlife corridors linking the Santa Susana and San

Gabriel Mountains<

• Policy CO-3.3.3: identify and protect one; or more desig-

natedwildlife corridorslinkingthe LosPadresand Angeles

National Forests through the Santa. Clarita Palley (the San

Gabriel-Castaic connection).,

• Pollcy CO-3.3.4: Support the maintenance of Santa Clarita

Woodlands Park, a critical component of a cross-mountain

range wildlife habitat corridor linking the,5anta,Mon-

ica Mounxd~ns to the Angeles. and Los Padres National

Fores#s.

• PolicyCO-3.3.5: Encourage connection of natural open space

areas in: sited sign; to allow for wildlife movement.

Qb1~ct~ve C0 3 4
Ensure that development in the Santa Clarita Valley does not
adversely impact habitat within the adjacent National Forest
lands.

-• Policy C0-3.4.1: ,Coordinate with the United .States Forest
Service on discretionary development projects that may
have impacts on the National Forest.

• Policy C0-3.4.2; Consider principles of forest management
in Idnd use dee)sions for projects adjacent to the National
Forest, including limiting the use of invasive.species, dis-
couraging off-road vehicle use, maintaining#uel modifica-
tion zones and fire access roads, and,other measures as
appropriate, in accordance with the goals setforth in the
Angeles National Forest Land,Management Plan..

• PolicyCO3,4,3,: On the Land Use Map, maintain low density

rural residential and open space uses adjacent to forest

land,,and protectxhe urban-forest interface area•from

overdevelopment.

• PoIIcyCO3.4.4: Participateasastakeholderinplan,nngefforts
bythe United States Forest Service for land uses within the
National Forest, providing-input as appropriate.,

06jectrv~ CO ~ S -
Maintain, enhance, _and manage: the. urban forest through-

out developed portions of the.5dnta Clarita Valley to provide
habitat, reduce energy consumption, and create a more livable
environment.
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Policy C0.3.5.L• Continue.to plant and maintain trees on

public lands and within the public right-of-wayto provide

shade and walkable streets, incorporating measures to

ensure that roots have access.to oxygen at.~ree maturity,

such as use of porous concrete.

• Policy CO-3.5.2:. Where apprppriate, prgmote planting of

trees that are native or climactically appropriate to the

surrounding environment, emphasizing oaks, sycamores,

maple, walnut, and other native species in order to enhance
habitat, and discouraging the use of introduced species
such as eucalyp#us, pepper trees, and palms.except as
ornamental landscape features.

• PolicyCO-3.5.3: Pursuant to the requirements of the Zoning
Ordinance, protect heritage oak,trees that; due, to their
size and condition, are deemed to have exceptional,value
to the community...:

Objee~iv~ C0~3.6
Minimize. impacts. of human act~xity and the builtenvironment
on natural plant and wildlife communities.

• PolicyCO-3.6.1: Minimize lighttrespass,sky-glow,,glare,and
other adverse impacts on the nocturnal ecosystem by
limiting exterior lighting to the level needed for; safety
and comfort; reduce unnecessary lighting for landscaping
and,architectural,purposes, sndencourage reduction of
lighting levels during non-business nighttime hours.

• PolicyCO3.6.2: Reduce impervious surfaces and provide
more natural vegetation to enhance microclimates and
provide habitat. In implementing this policy, consider'
the following design concepts:

• , Consideration of reduced parking requirements,

where supported by a parking studyand/,or through

shared use of parking areas;
• Increased use of vegetated areas around parking

Iot,perimeterS;;such.~re~s should be~designed as

biaswales or as otherwise determined.appropriate

to allow surface water infiltration;

• Use of connected open space areas as drainage

infiltration areas in lieu of curbed landscap.~ islands,

minimizing the separation of natural and landscaped

areas into isolated "islands";.and:



Breaking up large expanses of paving with natu-
rai landscaped'a'reas planted with sfiade trees to
reduce the heat island effect,`along with shrubs and
groundcover to' provide diversevegetation for habitat.

PoIIcyCO.3.6.3: Restrict use of unauthorized off-road vehicles
within sensitive habitat areas through signage, fencing, or
other means as appropriate. °'

• PoUcy C0-3.6.4: Provide public information and support
with demonstration sites at'Countyfacilities o~i gardening
andJandscaping techniques to reduce spread`ofinvasive
species and pollution from pesfiicides and fertilizers that
threaten natural ecosystems.

~~

• Policy C0=3.6.5: Ensure revegeta"tion of graded areas and
slopes adjacent to natural open space areas'with'native
plants (consistent with fire prevention requirements).

Obj~tt}vs CQ-3.7
Provide public access to,and education about; natural habitats
and ecosystems.

Policy CO-3.7.1: Suppdrt the public education programs
offered at the Placerita Canyon Nature Center and Ed
Davis Park (Sonia Thompson Nature Center): '

PolicyC0-3:7.2:- Seek opporfunitiesfor partnerships with
schools, non-profit organizationsi'and volu►lteers, to
increase public access to and information about natural
areas.

I Goal CU-4: Water Resources:'

An adequate supply of clean waterto meet the needs of present
and future residehts and businesses, balanced with the needs
of natural ecosy"stems.

Obf ergive Cp-4:7
Promote water conservaCion as a critical component of ensur-
ing adequate water supply for Santa Clarita Valley residents
and businesses.

• PolicyCO-4.1.1: Incoordination'withapplicablewatersuppli-
ersadopt and implement a water conservation strategy
for public and private development.

Ch~p~~t 4: LOi7S~i'i1~~9063 ~19tI O~CY1 SpdtL EI~Yit@h$

PolicyC0-4:1.2: Provide examples ofwater conservation in

landscaping through use of 1ow'water use' landscaping

in public spaces such as parks, landscaped medians and

parkways, plazas, and around public buildings.

Policy C0-4.1.3:'Require low'water use landscaping in new

residential'subdivisons and other private' clev~lopment

projects, including. a reduction in the amount of turf-

grass.

• PoBcytO.4.1.4r Provide informational materialsto applicants

and contractors on the Castaic Lake Water Agency's'~and-

scape Education Program, a'nd/or other information on

xeriscape, native California plants, and water-conserving

irrigation techniques as materials become available.

• PolicyCO-4.1:5: Promote the u3e oflow=flow and/or waterless

plumbing fixtures and appliances in all new non-residential

development and residential development of five or more

dwelling units,

• Policy CO.4.1.6: SupportamendmentstotheCountyBuilding

Code that would promote upgrades to water and energy

efficiency when issuing permits for renovations'or addi-

tio'ns toexisting buildings:

• Policyt0-4.1.7: Applywaterconservationpoliciestoallpend-

ing development projects; including approved tentative

subdivision maps to ̀the extent permitted bylaw: Where

precluded from adding requirements by'vested' entitle-

ments;encourage water conservation in construction and

landscape design.

• PolicyCO-4:1:84 Upon#heavailability of norr=potable water

services, discourage and consider restrictions on the use

ofpotable water forwashing outdoor surfaces.

• °Policy C0-4.1;9: Support the development of additional

facilities to store or bank stormwater, particularly on lands

located outside the groundwater recharge areas that are

depicted on Figure C0=10.

• Policy C0-4.1.10: Support emePging methods and technolo-

giesfor the on-site capture, treatment, and infiltration of

stormwater and greywater, and amend the County Code

to allow these methods and technologies when theyare

proven to be safe and feasible. `'
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Objective C(~-4.Z ;
Work with water providers and other agencies to,identify and

implement programs to increase water supplies to meet the

needs of future growth.

• ,Policy CO-A.2.1: In,cooperation with the.Sanitation District
and other affected agencies, expand opportunities for use

of recycled water for-the purposes of landscape mainte-

nance, construction,:water recharge, and other uses as

appropriate.

Policy CO-4.2.2; Require r~ew: development to prpvide the

infrastructure needed for delivery of recycled waterto the

property for use in irrigation, even if the recycled water

main delivery lines have no#.yet rea,4hed the site, where

deemed appropriate by the reviewing authority.;

PolicyCO.4.2.3 Promote,the installation of rainwater capture

and gray water systems in new development for,i.rrigation,

where feasible and practicable.

PopcyL0-4.2.4: Protectareas with substantial pptential for

groundwater,recharge as depicted on Figure C0-1Q, and

promote recharge of groundwater basins throughout the

watershed (excluding the river bed) to assure water quality

and quantity. The greatest consideration should be given

to the Alluvial Aquifer and Saugus Aquifer groundwater

recharge areas, followed by groundwater recharge areas

for other groundwater basins that are designated by the

State.of California.

• PolicyCO-4.2.5: Participate and cooperate with other agen-

cies to complete, adopt, and implement an Integrated

Regional Water ~vtanagement Plan to build a diversified
portfolip of water supply,;water. quality, and resource

stewardship priorities for the Santa Clarita Valley.:,

Policy CO-4.2.6: Require that,all new development propos-

alsdemonstrate asufficient and sustainable water supply

prior-to approval.

• Policy CO-4.2.7: Develop and.:. use groundwater sources to
their safe yield limits, but not to the extent that degrada-
tion of the groundwater basins occurs.

Objective C0-4.3
Limit disruption pf naturaLhydrology,by reducing impervious
cover, increasing on-site infiltration, and managing stormwater
runoff at the source.
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PolicyCO-4.3.1: On undeveloped sites proposed for devel-
opment,promote onsite stormwaterinfiltration through
design techniques such as pervious paving, draining runoff
into bioswales or properly designed landscaped areas,
preservation of natural soils and vegetation, and limiting

impervious,surfaces.

Policy CO.4.3.2: On previously developed sites proposed
for major alteration, provide stormwater management
improvements to restore natural infiltration, as required
by the xevewing,authority.

• Policy C0-4.3,3: Provide flexibility for design, standards for
street width, sidewalk width, parking, and other impervi-
ous surfaces when it can be shown that such reductions

will:not have negative impacts and-will provide the ben-
efits,of stormwater retention, groundwater infiltration,
reduction of: heat islands, enhancement of habitat and
biodiversity, saving of significanttrees,orplanting ofnew

trees, or other environmental benefit.

r PolicyCO-4.3.4:, Encourage and promote the use of new

materials and technology for improved stormwater man-

agement, such as pervious paving, green roofs, rain gar-

dens,and vegetated swales.

• PoHcy CO-4.3.5:. Where detention and retention .basins or

ponds are required, seek methods to integrate these areas
into the lantlscaping design of the site as amenity areas,
such as a network of small ephemeral swales treated with
attractive planting.:

• Policy CO-4.3.6: Discourage the use of mounded turf and
lawn areas which drain onto-adjacent sidewalksand park-
inglots, replacing these areas with. landscape designs that
retain runoff and allow infiltration.

• PolicyCO-4.3.7:, Reduce the amount of pollutants,~ntering
the Santa Clara River and its tributaries by capturing and
treating stormwater runoff at the source, to the extent
possible.

• Policy.CO.4.3.8: Rrotectthe yiabii(ty ofsurface water, since it
provides a habitat for fish and other,water-related organ-
isms, as well as being an important environmental com-
ponentfor land based plants and animals.



06dertive t0-4;4
Promote'measures to enhance wafter quality by ad8ressing

sources of water. pollution.

• Poll yCO-4:4.11 Cooperate with the Los AngelesCountySani-

tationDistrict and Regional. Water Quality Control Board as

appropriate to achieve Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL)

standardsfor chlorides in thè Santa Clara River.

PoIiryCO-4.4:3: Supportthe cooperative`efforts of property

owners and appropriate agencies'to eliminate Perchlorate

contamination on the Whittaker-Bermite property, and

eliminate the use of'any industrial chemicals or wastes in

a manner`that threatens groundwater qualify:

• PolicyC0-4.4.3: Discourage the use of chemical fertilizers,

herbicides-and pesticides in landscaping to reduce water

pollution by substances'hazardousto human health and

natural ecosystems:'

• Policy CO-4.4.4:- Promote the extension of sanitary sewers

for'all urban uses and densities, to protect groundwater

quality, where feasible.

a~iir..iat~axn~.in!~r:~r.ni~~u~it~~n~iric=►.i~i~~u=t~~

Protection of historical and culturally significant resources that
contribute to community identity and a sense of history.

adf~f~,~~ro-s~
Protect sites identified as having local; state, or national signifi-
cance as acultural or historical resource

• PolicyC0-5.1.1: Forsites identified on the Cultural and His-
torica) Resources Map (Figure C0~-6), review appropri-
ate documentation prior to issuance of any permits for
grading; demolition, alteration, or new development, to
avoii significant adverse impacts. 'Such documentation
may include cultural resource reports, Environmental
impact'Reports, ̀or other information as determined to
be adequate by the reviewing authority.

• Policy C0-5.1.2: Review any proposed alterations to cul-
tural and historic sites idenfified'inTable CO-T or other
sites which are so designated, based on the guidelines
contained imthe Secretary of the Interior's Standards for

th~pte~ A: Cons~~vatdon and t9pe~a Space Eiernenfi

the Treatment of Properties (Title 36, Code of Federal
Regulations, Chapter 1, Part'68, also known as 36 CFR 68),
or other adopted County guidelines:

PolicyCO-5.1.3: As new information about other potentially
Significant"historic'and"cultural sites'becomes available,
update tfie Cultural and' Historical Resources Inventory

and`apply appropriate measures to'all identified sites to
protect their historical and cultural integrity. '

Objet~Pive tD-S.2
Protect` and enhance the historic character of Downtown
Newhall('

'PolicyCO-52.T Support efforts bythe'Cityof5antaGlarita,in
keeping wifh the Downtown`Newhall Specific Plan policies,
to ensure that the scale and character of new development
is compatible with and does not detract from the context
of hisYoricbuildings and block patterns.

• Policy CO-5.2.2: Support expansion and enhancement of a
City of Santa Clarity hisYorical`park adjacentto the Pioneer

Oil'Refineryto illustrate historic oil operations in the Santa
Clarity Valley.

• Policy CO-5.2.3: Support efforts by the City of Santa Elarita
to' ensure that all aspecfs ofcommunity design in Newhall,
including street furniture; lighting; trash collection and
storage areas, seating, and other accessory structures, are

of a design and scale appropriate for'the historic character
of the district, while maintaining a sense of authenticity.

• 'Rolicy CO-5.2.4: Continue to'support "Heritage Junction"
and the h'siorical museum within William S Hart`Park as
historical resources that illustrate the various phases of

settlement within the Sanfa Clarity Valley.
.......................................:..................................................................................................................... _
Obj~ePiv~ t'0-5.3'
Encourage conservation and preservation'of NatiJe American
cultural places, including-prehistoric, archaeological, cultural,
spiritual, and ceremonial sites on both public and private
lands, throughout aU'stages of the planning and develop-
rrtentprocess.

• Policy CO-5.3.1: For any proposed Area Plan Amendment,
Specific Plan, or Specific Plan Amendment, notify and
consult with any California Native American'tribes onthe
contact list maintained bythe California Native American

i s2
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Heritage Commission that have traditional Jands within

the County'sjurisdiction, regarding any potential impacts

to Native American resources from the proposed action,

pursuant to State guidelines.

• PolicyCO.5.3.2: For any proposed development project that
may have a potential impact on Native American cultural
resources, provide notification to California NativeAmeri-
can tribes on the contact list maintained by the Native
American Heritage Commission that havetraditionallands
within the County's jurisdiction, and consider the input
received prior to a discretionaC.Y decision.

• Policy C0-5.3.3: Review and consider a cu)tur~lxesources

study for any new grading or development in areas iden-

tified as having a high potential for Native American

resources, and incorporate recommendations,into the

..project approval as,approp~iate.to,mi,tigate impacts to

cultural resources.

~, i r ~

Preservation of scenic features.that keep the Santa: Clarita Val-
ley beautiful and. enhance quality of life, community identity,
and property values.

Obj~c~iv~ CO 6.1 r
Protect the scenic character of local topographic features.

PolicyCO-6.1.1: Protect scenic canyons,,as described in Part
of this element, from overdevelopment and environmental

degradation. - ,

• PolicyCO-6.1,2; Preserve significantxidgelines, as shown on
Figure CO-7, as a scenic backdrop throughout the commu-
nty bymaintaining natural grades and vegetation.

• Policy_CO-6.1.3:P,rotectthe scenic quality ofuniquegeologic
features throughout the planning area, such as Vasquez
Rocks, by; including these features within park and open
space land where possible.

Qbj~rtive CO, 6 2
Protect the scenic character of view corridors..

• Policy t0-6.2.1:.. Where feasible, encourage development
.proposals to have varied building heights to maintain

view corridor sight lines.
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pbjec~iv~ t0-6.3
Protect the scenic character of major water bodies.

• Policy CO.6.3.1: Protect the shores of Castaic Lake to preserve
..;its scenic qualftyfrom development.

• Poliry C0-6.3.2: Protect the brinks of the Santa Clara River

and its majortributaries through open space designations
and property acquisitions, where feasible, to protect and
enhance the scenic character of the. river valley.

Objec~iv~ CO-6.4
Protect the scenic character'of oak woodlands, coastal sage,
and other habitats unique to the Santa:Clarita Valley.

• Policy C0-6,4.0 Rreserve scenic habitat areas within desig-

nated open space or parkland, wherever possible..

• PolicyCO-6.4.2: Through the development review process,
ensure that new development preserves scenic habitat
areas to the extent feasible.

ob~~Cr~~~ co 6.s
Maintain the scenic.character of designated routes,. gateways,

and vista points along roadways.

• Po11cyCQ-6.5,t: In approving new development prgjects, con-

siderscenic views at major entry points to the Santa Clarita

Valley, including gateways located at the Newhall Pass

and along Lake Hughes Road, Route 126, Bouquet,Canyon

-Road, Sierra Highway,,~tate Route 14, and,other locations

as deemed appropriate by the reviewing authority.

• Policy CO-6.5.2: Establish scenic routes in appropriate
locations as determined by the reviewing. agency, and
adopt guidelines forthesexoutes to,maintan their scenic
character.

Obf~ctiveCO-6.6
Limit adverse impacts by humans. on the;scenic environment.

• ;PolicyC0-6.6.1: Enhance views of the nightsky byxeducing
- light .pollution through use of light screens, downward

directed lights, minimized Ceflective paving surfaces, and
reduced lighting levels, as deemed appropriate by the
reviewing authority.

• Policy W-6.6.2,: Improve views of the_ Santa. Clarita Valley

through various policies to minimize air pollution and

smog, as contained throughout the Area Plan.



PolicyC0-6.6.3: Restrictestablishmentofbillboardsthrough-
outthe planning area, and continue abatement efforts to
remove existing billboards that impact scenic views.

• PolicyCO-6.6.4: Where appropriate, require new devel-
opment to be sensitive to scenic viewpoints. or views-

heds through building design; site layout end building
heights.

• Po8cy~0-6:6'.5: Encourage undergrounding of'all new util-
itylines, and promote undergrounding of existing lines
where feasible and practicable.

~~ ur•.~ ~to~►e':n ̀~e~ r• i nay

Clean air to protect human health and support Healthy

ecosystems.
........................................................................................................................................................
Objective C0-7.1 ̀
Reduce air pollution from mobile sources:

• Policy C0-7.7.7: Through the mixed land use patterns and
multi-modal circulation policies set forth in the Land Use

and Circulation Elements; limit air pollution from trarrs-
portation sources.

• Policy CO-7.1:2: Support the use of alternative fuel

vehicles. ' -

• Policy CO-7.1.3i' Support alternative travel modes and

new'technologies, including infrastructure to'Support
alternative fuel vehicles, as tFiey become commercially
available.

....
Objective C0 7.Z ̀
Apply guidelines to protect sensitive receptors from sources

of air pollution as developed by the California'Air`Resources

Board (GARB), where appropriate.

• ̀ Po11cy C0-7.2.1i Ensure'adequate spacing of sensitive land

uses from the following sources of air pollution: high traf-

ficfreeways and roads; distributPon centers; truck stops;

chrome plating facilifiies; dry cleaners using perctiloroeth-

ylene;and large g~s'stations; as recommended by CARE.

Objer#ive CO-7.3
Coordinate with other agencies to plan for and implement pro-
gramsfor improving air quality in the South Coast Air Basin.

thap~~e 4: Conservation and Op~~ 5pac~ Elemea~t

• Policy C0-7.3:1: Coordinate with local, regional; state, and

federal agencies to develop and implement regional air

quality policies and programs.

Development designed to improve energy efficiency, reduce
energy and natural resource consumption, and reduce emis-

sions ofgreenhouse gases. (Guiding Principle #11)'`'

Objer~ive CO ~ 7
Comply with the requirements of State law, including A632, SB

375, and implementing regulations, to reach targeted redur

tions of green{iouse gas (GNG) emissions.

• Policy C0=8:1.1: Create and! adopt a'Climate Action- Plan

(CAP) for aII of the County's'unincorporated sreaswithin

18 months of the adoption date of ttie County's General

Plan Update which sets policyforall ofthe County's unin-

corporatedareas, including those within the Santa Clarity

Valley. The CAP shall be prepared and submitted for eon-

sideration and adoption by the Board of Supervisors as an

amendmentto th'e County's newly adopted General Plan

to ensure that it receives public and agency input and envi-

ronmentalreview pursuant to the California Environmental

Quality Act (CEQA) prior to Board action. The CAP shall

include the following components and criteria:

• a. Plans and programs to reduce GHG emissions

to'ieveis that generally are consistent with specific

` targets for reduction of the County's current and

projected 2020 GHG emissions inventory, and which

are reasonably attributable to land uses within the

County'sunincorporatedsreas (including both exist-
ing and future tlevelopment) and its internal govern-

ment operations.Targetsshall begenerally consistent

with reduction targets in Assembly Bill (AB) 32 (Health

&Safety Code; §38500"et seq;),'or othewapplcable

iocal'or regional'enactments sddressing GHG emis-

sion's; including applicable California Air Resources

Board regulations adopted pursuant to A6 32

• (i) The CAP may establish goals beyond 2020,

which are generally consistentwith the applicable

laws and regulations referenced in this policy and

based on current science.

(ii) The CAP`shall include specific and general tools

and3trategies to reduce the County's current and

projected 2020 GHG inventory and to meet the

CAP's target for GHG reductions by 2020.
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• (iii) The CAP shall consider GHG reductionstrate-

gies, including but not limited to:

• (a). Measures to improve energy efficiency in

existing and future development;

•, (b). ,Increased ,use of renewable energy,

.,.._including distributed systems for residential,

commercial and industrial buildings,.as well

as utility-scale renewable energy generation

and transmission facilities;

•: (c). Water conservation. and efficiency mea-
sures for existing and future development,
including waterrecycling;

• (d). Solid waste measures, including reduction
of waste generation,. diversion ofwaste for
reuse, recycling, methane capture, and poten-
tial waste to energy efforts;.

• (e). 4and use, and. transportation-measures,
including promotion of transit and transit-
orienteddevelopment, alternatives.to vehicle
travel including. pedestrian-and bicycle infra-
structure, alternative fuel vehicle infrastructure,

„ and other measures; and
• (f). Urban forestryorothermeansofimproving

-carbon; sequestration.
The CAP will also consider the effect of:federal,
state, and regional.,actions to reduce. GHG emis-
sions within the County in addition to;local
actions that the County can take. The CAP shall
establish a schedule of implementation actions.
(iv). From to time, but at least every, five years,
the County shall review the CAP's land use and
development reduction:strategies forresdential,
municipal, and commercial buildings, artd:update
the requirements to ensure thatthey help achieve
the GHG reduction targets specified in the CAP.

• b. ,Mechanisms: to ensure „regular
;review :of progress towards the .:emission
reduction targets established by the CAP;

• c. Procedures for reporting on the prog-
ress of the CAP to officials- and xhe public;

d. ; Procedures for:; revising ,the CAP, as
needed., to meet GHG, emissions ,reduction tar-
gets, including environmental .review of any
revisions; pursuant to CEQA, as necessary; and

• e. Allocation of funding and staffing for CAP
implementation.
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• After adoption. of the Climate Action Plan •for all
of the County's unincorporated areas, which will
occur within,l8 months of the adoption date of the
County's General Plan Update, which sets. policy for
all of the County's unincorporated areas, including
those within the Santa Clarita Valley, amend the
Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan if necessary to ensure
consistency with the. adopted. Climate Action Plan.

PoUcy CO-8.7.2: Participate in the preparation of a regional
Sustainable Communities Strategy, (SC$) Klan, to meet
regional targets for-greenhouse gas emission reductions,
as required by SB 375.

• Policy C0-8.7.3: Implement the .ordinances developed
.through fihe County's Green, Building Rrogram. ;

• PolicyCO-8.1.4: Provide information and education to the
public about energy conservation and local strategies to
address climate change., . ,

• Policy CO-8.1.5: Coordinate various activities within the

community and appropriate agencies related to GHG

emissions reduction activities.

~b1ec~rv~ CQ 8.~
Reduce energy and materials consumption and greenhouse

gas emissions in public uses and facilities.

• Policy CO-8.2.1: Ensure that all new County buildings and

all major renovations and additions meet adopted green

bwilding standards, with a goal of achieving the LEED

(Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) Silver

rating or above, or equivalent, where appropriate.

• PoIIcyCO-8.2.2: Ensure energy efficiency of,existing public

buildings through energy audits and repairs, and retrofit

buildings with energy efficient heating and air condition-
ing systems and lighting fixtures.

• Policy C0=8.2,.3:. Support purchase, of eenewable energy

for public buildings, which may include installing solar

photovoltaic systems to generate electricity for County

buildings and operations and other methods as deemed

appropriate and feasible, in concert with significant energy

conservation. efforts,.



• PolicyCO-813:4: Establish maximum lighting levelsforpublic

facilities, and encourage reduction of lighting levels to the

`level needed for security purposes after business hours,

in'addition touse ofdownward`-directed lighting and use

~~of low-reflective paving~surfiaces:

`Policy f0=8.2:5: Support •installation of photovoltaic and
other renewable energy equipment on'public facilities, i n
concert with significant energy conservation efforts. -

• Policy CO-8.2.6: Promote use of solar lighting in parks and
along pa'seos and trails; where practical.

• Policy CO-8.2.7: Support the use of sustainable alternative
-fuel vehicles for machinery and fleets, where practical, by
evaluating fuel sources, manufacturing processes; main-
tenance costs and vehicle lifetime use.

• Policy C0.8.2.8: Promote the purchase of energy-efficient
and recycled products, and vendors and contractors who
use energy-efficient vehicles and products, consistentwith
adopted purchasing policies:

• Policy C0-8.2.9: Reduce Beat' islands through installation
of trees to shade parking lots and hardscapes, and use of
light-colored reflective paving and roofing'surfaces:

• PolicyCO-8.2.10: Support installation ofenergy-efficienttraf-
ficcontrol devices, street lights, and parking lot lights.

• PolicyCO-8:2.11: Implement recycling in all public buildings,
parks,'and public facilities, including for special events.

Policy C0-8.2:13: Provide ongoing training to appropriate
County employees on sustainable planning, building, and
engineering'practices.

• Policy C0=812.13: Support trip reduction strategies for
employees as described in'the Circulation'Element'

• `Polity (0=8:2.14: Reduce extensive heat gain fr"om-paved

surfaces through' development standards wherever

.:.:feasible.

O6je~~a~e C0-8.3
Encourage green building and sustainable development prac-
tices on private development projects, to the extent reasonable
and feasible.

Chap#ee 4: Conservati~r~ and Open Space Eie~ent

PoUcyC0=8:3.7: Evaluate development proposals for consis-

tencywiththe ordinances developed through the County's

Green Building Program.'

• ' Pollcy`CO-8.3.2: 'Promote construction of energy efficient

'buildings through the certification fequirements of the

ordinances developed through-the County's Green Build-

ing Program.

Policy C0=8.33Promote energy efficiency and water con-

servation upgrades'to existing non-residential buildings

at the time of major remodel or additions.

PolicyCO-8:3.4: Encourage new residential development to

include on-site solar photovoltaic systems, orpre-wiring, in

at least 50% of the residential units; in ̀concert with other

significant energy conservation efforts.

• 'PolicyC0-8.3.5: Encourage on-site solargeneration of elec-

tricity in new retail-and office commercial buildings and

associaCed parking lots, carport§,'and garages, in concert

with significant energy conservation efforts.

Policy CO-8.3.6: Require new development to use passive

solar heating andtooling techniques in'building design

and construction, which may include but are not be lim-
ited tobuilding orientation; clerestory windows, skylights,
placerrient and tripe ofwindows, overhangs to shade doors
and windows, and use of li'jht colored roofs, shade trees,
and paving materials.

• Policy C0-8:3:7: Encourage'the use of trees'and landscap-
ing toreduce heating and cooling energy loads, through
shading of buildings and parking lots.

• PolicyCO-8.3.8: Encourage energy-conserving heating and
`tooling systems and appliances, and energy-efficiency in
windows and insulation, in ail'new consCruction.

• PoUcyCO-8.3.9: Limit excessive lighting levels, and encour-
age"a reduction of lighting when businesses are closed to
a level required for security.

• PolicyCU-8.3.10: Provide incentives and technical assistance
`for installation ofenergy-efficient improvements in exist-
ing and new buildings.
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• PolicyCO-8.3.11:_ Consider allowing carbon off-.sets for large

development prpjects, if appropriate, which may include

funding off-site projects or purchase of credits for other

forms of mitigation, provided that any such mitigation

shall be measurable and enforceable.

• Pollcy W-8.3.12: Reduce extensive heat gain from .paved

surfaces through development standards wherever

feasible...

(?djeefive Cp $ 4
Reduce energy consumption for processing raw materials by
promoting recycling and materials recovery by all residents
and businesses throughout the community.

• Policy W-8.4.L• Encourage and promote the location of

enclosed materials recovery facilities (MRF) within the

Santa Clarity Valley.

• PolicyCO-8.4.2: Adopt mandatory residential recycling pro-
grarr~sforall residential units, including single-familyand
multi-family dwellings.

PolicyC08,4.3;;Allowandencouragecompostngofgreen-

waste, where appropriate.

• PolicyCO-8.4.4: Promote commercial and industrial recy-
cling,including recycling ofconstruction and demolition

debris.

~, PolicyW-8.4,5:,Develop:andimplement standards,for,cefuse

and recycling receptacles and enclosures toaccommodate
recycling in all development.

Policy CO-8.4.6: Introduce and assisC with the placement
of receptacles for recyclable products in public places,

including atspecial events.

Policy CO-8.4.7: Provide information to the public on recy-
cling opportunities and facilities, and support, various
locations and events, to promote public. participation in

recycling.

• PolicyCO-8.4.8: Take an active role in promoting, incubating,
and encouraging businesses that would qualify under the

Recycling Market Developrraent Zone program or equiva-

lent; including those that manufacture products made
from recycled products, salvage, and,resouece recovery
business,parks.

7s7

Equitable distribution of park, recrQational, and trail facilities to
serve all areas and demographic needs of existing and future

residents.

a~j~tf~~e co-s r
Develop. new parklands throughout the Santa Clarity Valley,
with priority. given to locations that are, not now adequately

served,.. and encompassing a diversity of park types and funo-

tions (including passive and active areas) in consideration of

the. recreational, needs, of residents to be served. by each park,

based on the following guidelines: (Guiding Principle #36)

• PolicyCO-9.1.1: Common park standards shall be developed
..and applied throughout the 5anta.Clarita Valley, consis-

tent with community character objectives, with a goal

of five acres of parkland per;1,000 population..(Guiding

Principle #36.a.)

Policy C0.9.1,2:_ A range of parkl~nd:types, sizes, and uses

shall be,provided to accommodate re.,creationdland leisure

activities,, (Guiding Principle #36.b) ,

PoUcyCO.9.1.3: Provide local and community parks within a

reasonable distance of residential neighborhoods.

Policy C0-9.1.4:. Explore and implement opportunities to

share facilitieswith school districts, utility,easements,flood
control facilities, and other land uses, where feasible.

Policy CO-9.1.5: Promote development of more playfields

for youth and adult sports activities, in conjunction with

tournament facilities,:where,needed. .

• Policy C0-9.1.6: Continue to upgrade and expand exist-

ing facilities to enhanceservice to residents,.including

extension of hours through lighted facilities, where

appropriate.

PoliryCO-9.1.7: Establish appropriate segments of the Santa
Clara River.as a recreational focal point, encouraging a

beneficial mix of passive and active recreational uses

with natural ecosystems by;providing buffers for sensi-

tivehabitat.

Policy C0-9.1.8:.. Make available easily,accessible park and
recreation facilities throughout the Santa Clarity Valley.



• Policy C0-9.1.9: Ensure that new development projects'

provide a fair share towards park and recreational facili-

ties; phased'to meet needs of residents as dwelling units

becorne'occupied;pursuant tothe Quimby Act (California

Government Code Section 66477) and local ordinances

as applicable.

Policy CO.9:1.10: Where appropriate, use flexible planning

and'zoning#oolsto dbtain adequa"te'parkand open space

land; including but not limifed to specific plans, develop-

enentagreements; density-controlled`development (clus-

tering) in acco"rdance with the provisions of the Zoning

Ordinance-and subjecttothelimitations in PolicyCO-10:2.5,

and transfer of development rights.

=` • Policy~0.91:11 Lbcate'and design parksto address potential

adverse impacts on adjacent development from noise,

lights, flying balls, traffic; special events, and other opera-

tionalactivities and uses.

• Policy CO.9.1.12: establish minimum desigrrstandards for

'both public_and private parks to provide forpublic'safety

and welfare through lighting, access; crime prevention

through design, equipment, visibility, and other aspects

of design.

• Policy CO-9.1.13: Provide passive areas for natural habitat,

meditation, bird-watching; and similar activities in parks,

wherefeasible and appropriate, including meditation gar-

dens,wildflower and butterfly gardens, botanic gardens,

and similar features.

• Policy C0-9.1.14: Ensure adequate park maintenance, and

encourage programs for volunteers to assist in maintaining

local parks, where feasible and appropriate.

Policy C0=9.1.15: Provide' a wide variety of recreational pro-

'grams geared toall`ages and`abilities, including passive,

active, educational, and cultural programs.

a6jec~ive C0-9.2
Recognize that trails are an important'recreational asset that,
when integrated`with transportation systems, contribute to
mobilitythrougfioutthe'5anta Clarity Valley. (Guiding Principle
#34)

• Policyf0.9.2.1i Plan For a continuousand unified`multi-use
(equestrian, bicycling, and pedestrian/hiking) traitnetwork

fora variety of users, to be developed with common stan-

dards, in order to unify Santa Clarity Valley communities

thapt~e 4: Cos~serva4d~n and Open ~pac~ Elemen#

and connect with City, Regional; State, and Federal trails
such as the dual=use'(equestrian and hiking) Pacific Crest
Trail

• Policy (0-9.2.2: Provide'trai(connectons between paseos,

bike routes, schools, parks, community services, streets
and neighborhoods.

• Policy C0-9.2.3: Use the Santa Clara River as-a major rec-
reational focal point for development of an integrated

system of bikeways and trails, while protecting sensitive
ecologicaFareas.

• PoliryCO-9.2.4: Ensure that new development"projects pro-

vide trail connections to local and regional trail systems,

where appropriate:'

• Policy CO.9.2.5: Promote the expansion of multi=use trails

within rural areas of the Santa Clarita Valley.

• Policy C0-9.2.6: Provide trails'#o' scenic vistas and

viewpoints.

Policy~0=9.2.7: Explore joint use opportunities to corrlbine

trail systems with utility easements, flood'control facilities,

open spaces, or other uses, where feasible.

`Policy C0-9.2:8: Ensure that trails are designed to protect

habitat, ecosystems, and water quality.

• Policy C0-9.2.9: Pursue funding for trail maintenance and
encourage'volunteer participation in trail maintenance

programs, where appropriate.

i. i i qt r.

Preservation of open space to meet the community's multiple

objectives for resource preservation.

D61eetive t0 ~D. 9
Identifyareasthroughoutthe Santa Clarity Valieywhichshould
be preserved as open space in order to conserve'sgnificant
resources for long-term community benefit.

✓ Policy C0-10.1.1: Provide and protect a natural greenbelt

buffer area surrounding the entire`Santia'Clarita`Valley,

which includes the Angeles National Forest,'Santa Susana,
San Gabriel; and' Sierra Pelona Mountains, as a regional
recreational, ecological, and aesthetic resource. (Guiding
Principle #5)

1ss
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• Policy W70.1.2:: The Santa Clara River corridor and its major

tributaries shall be preserved as open space to accom-

modate storm water flows and protect critical plant and

animal species, as follows: (Guiding Principle #6)

• Uses and improvements within the corridor shall be

limited to those that benefit the community's use of

the river in its natural state.

Development on properties adjacent to, but outside

of the defined primary river corridor shall be:

• Located and designed to pro,.tect the river's-water

,quality, plants, and animal habitats by controlling

.the type and density of uses; drainage runoff,(water

treatment) and other relevant elements; and

• Designed to maximize the full range of river ameni-

ties, including views and recreational access, while

minimizing adverse impacts to the river:

• Policy CO-10.1.3: Through dedications and acquisitions,

.obtain opeq space;needed to preserve and protect wild-

life corridors and habitat, which may include land;~nrithin

SEA's, wetlands, woodlands, water bodies, and areas with

threatened or endangered flora and fauna.

• Policy C0-10.7.4: Maintain and acquire, where appropriate,

open space to preserve cultural and historical resources.

• Policy C0-10.1.5;. Maintain open space corCidors along can-

yonsand ridgelines as a way of delineating and defining

communities,and neighborhoods, providing residents with

access, to natural areas, and preserving scenic,be~uty.

Policy CO-10.1.6: Delineate open space uses within:haz~rd-

ous areas;toprotect public health and safety, which may

include areas subjecttoseismic rupture, flooding, wildfires,

or unsafe levels of noise or air pollution.

Policy CO-70.1.7: Acquire adequate open space for recre-

ationaluses coardinatinglocation and type of,;open;space

with master plans for,trails and parks.:,

• Pplicy CO-10.1.8: Encourage the.use of.vacantJots as com-

munitygardens, where appropriate.

• Policy CO 10:1.9:. Preserve forested areas, agricultural lands,

wildlife habitat and corridors, wetlands, ,watersheds,

groundwater recharge areas, and other open space that

provides natural carbon sequestration benefits.
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PolicyCO.70,1.10: Support efforts by the Cityof Santa Clarita

to ensure that the open space acquisition plan developed

pursuant to the 2007 Open Space District formation con-

forms to the goals and objectives of the City's General

Plan.

Policy CO-10.1.11: Partner with conservation agencies and

other entities to acquire and maintain open space, com-

biningfunding and other resources for joint~use projects,

where appropriate.

• ;Pplicy C0-10.1.12: Identify, pursue, and ensure adequate

funding sources to maintain open space areas.

• Pglicy CO-10.1.3: Provide reasgnable accommodation.to

ensureFthat residents throughout the 5anta.Clarita Valley

have equal access to open space areas, in consideration of

the health benefits to.residents from,access to nature.

• Po11cy,C0-10.7.14: Protect open: space from human activity

that may harm or degrade natural areas, including but not

limited to off road motorized vehicles, vandalism, camp-

fires,overuse, pets, noise, excessive lighting, dumping, or

other similar activities.

• Policy CO-10.1.15: In conformance with State law, ensure

that any action by which open space land is acquired or

disposed of, restricted, or regulated, be consistent with

the open space plan contained in this Element.

• PolicyCO-10.1.16: In conformance with State law, ensurethat

all development is consistent with the open space plan

contained in this Element.

• PolicyCO-10.1.17: Allow alternative energy projects in areas

designated for open space, where consistent with other

uses and values.

..........................................................................................................................................................

o~~~tr~~~ co-'a.x
Ensure the inclusion of adequate open space within develop-

mentprojects.

• Policy t0.10.2.1: Encourage provision of vegetated open

space on a development project's site, which may include

shallow wetlands and ponds, droughttolerantlandscaping,

and pedestrian hardscape that includes vegetated areas.

• PolicyCO-10.2.2: Encouragethatopenspaceprovidedwithin

development projects be usable and accessible, rather

than configured in unusable strips and left-over remnants,



and That open space`areas are designed to connect'to
each other and to adjacent;open spaces, to the extent
reasonable and practical '

• PolicyCO-10.2.3: Where feasible, integrate open space areas
with neighboring uses and parcels, to create shared ameni-
ties and`green spaces.

• Policy C0-14.2.4: Seek oppbrtunifies to incorporate site
features into the open space of a project design, which
may include significanttrees, vegetation, terrain, or water
features, fo' provide thermal, acoustic, and aesthetic
benefits.

• Policy C0-10:2:5: Where appropriate, allow density trans-
fers and. density-controlled development (clustering) in
accordance with the provisions bf the Zoning'Ordnance
to'encourage retention of•open space, provided that all
residential lots meet the minimum lot size requirements
of a'Commani~y Standards District,'whereapplkable.

t~ap~er 4: Conservation and Open Space ~leane~t

i i

1 '~ i 1 ~ 1 1 '" `~

The County of Los Angeles will implement the`goals, objec-
t ves, and policfes of the Conservation and'Open Space
Element of the Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan through the
following actions

Area Plan ~la~rifioring ~na1 Coordination
- • Action 11:x: Periodically review the Area Plan to ensure

consistency with cHan'ging conditions, needy and policies
related-to resource'conserv~tion and ripen space, and

process amendments as deemed appropriate:

• Action 1:2 Coordinate with fh"e City of Santa Clarita on any
pending Area Plan Amendment that may affect the open

space and conservation goals of this Element.

• Action 1 3: In considering`any futuie proposals to amend
theand Use Map, consider open space needs as a major

priority in planning for the'Santa Clarita Valley.

• Action 7.4: In decisions regarding acquisition or disposal
of real property, ensure consistency with the open space
and conservation'goals of this Element.

• Action 1.5: Requirethat master plans and improvements for

streets and highways; drainage and flood control facilities,
sewer and water systems; and other infrastructure are

consistent with the goals'and policies of this Element.

Zoning Ord6ra~~c~ Updates
Action 2.1: Revise the County'Zoning Ordinance and Map,

including Community Standards`Dstricts, as deemed
necessary to ensure`consistency ty th the goals'and poli-

cies of this Element.

• Action 2.3: ̀implement policies and`guidelines for Hillside

development and ridgeline'protecton within the Santa

Clarita Valleythat are compatible with City of Santa Clarita
policies and guidelines.

Measures to Addrgsx Global War~rirrg
• Action 3.1i' Include the Santa Clerita Valley Area Plan as part

of-the Countywide Climate Action Plan to"address the
requirements'of AB 32.
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• Action 3.2: Participate imthe preparation of a regional Sus-

tainableCommunities Strategy (SCS) to meet regional tar-

getsfor greenhouse gas emission reductions, as required

by SB 375.

D~v~la~m~nt Review Proc~xs
Action 4.1: Through the development and environmental

review process, ensure that proposed development proj-

ectsand subdivisions are consistent with the maps, goals,

-and policies of this Element, including but not limited to

.energy and water conservation, low impact development

techniques for handling stormwater, protection. of night

skies, trees and habitat, clustering development to protect

open space, and preservation of resources.

Action 4.2: Coordinate review of major development proj-

ects,such asSpecific Plans, that may have regional impacts,

with the City of Santa Clarita in orderto ensure consistency

of such projects with the maps, goals, and policies of this

Element.
..........................................................................................................................................................

~~~~~Canx~rvatio~
• Action 5.1: Evaluate County-owned facilities for water use

and conservation opportunities, and program funding

for improvements annually in the Capital Improvement

Program to retrofit landscaping and fixtures as needed

to reduce consumption.

• Action5.2: For all new landscaping within the public right-of-

way,use drought tolerant landscape techniques, including"

hardscape, plant material and smart irrigation systems.

• Action 5.3: Establish a program to convert existing turf

within the public right of way to drought tolerant land-
scapingwithin aspecified time period, and allocate funds

annually to implement the program.

• Action 5.4: For all existing and new County-owned build-

ings, grounds, and facilities that are not used for recre-

ational purposes, limit the amount of site area planted

with turf, and landscape these open areas using xeriscape

techniques.

• Action 5.5: For County-owned parks, sports fields, and

recreational facilities, evaluatethefeasibilityof converting

turf grass to artificial turf.

• Action 5.6: In County-owned buildings and facilities, evalu-

atethe feasibility of installing automatic faucets and water-

less urinals.
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• Action 5.7: Through the Sanitation Districts, expand the

amount of recycled,water available to various users.

• Action 5.8: Create opportunities to use reclaimed water for

landscaping on CPunty-owned facilities.

• Action 5.9: Provide information to the public on suitable

plants and,landscape;techn,iquesfor-water conserxation,

;through making,such information availableto homeown-

ersand development applicants.

• . Action 5.70: Require dCOUght;tolerant, non-jnvasive land-

scaping on new development that incorporates native

plants, pursuant to the County Zoning Ordinance.

~iolag ref Resource Cans~rvat6o~r
• Action 6.7: Implement the: development :guidelines of

adopted Significant Ecologital Areas (SEA), and update

SEA.boundaries as needed to reflect;biological resource

conditions, policies; and requirements.

• Action6.2: Encourage and facilitate mitigation land banking

in Significant Ecological Areas for resource protection.

Action 6.3:.Protectthe tnterfacebetween U. S. Foresr5ervice

land and adjacent Countyterritoryfromencroachment by

incompatible uses and/or hazards, through maintaining

low densities on the Land,Us~ Mapand conducting,code

enforcement.

• Action 6.4: Continue preserving significant oak trees and

woodlands through enforcement of the County,Zpning

Ordinance.

• Action 6.5: Require tree planting as a condition of approval

on new development projects.

• Action6.6: Continue maintaining designated areas as nature

preserves, including Vasquez Rocks, Placerita Canyon, and

Castaic Lake Recreation area.

~ast~e R~duc~f~~
• Action7.1: Encourage recycling of construction and demoli-

tion debris.

• Action 7.2: Encourage recycling receptacles in all multi-

familyand non-residential development.

• Actfon 7.3: Implement recycling programs in all County

facilities.



Parks, Rerreatlon; Tr~rits and Open Space
• Action 8.7c Include tNe Santa Clarity Valley in the County-

wide Parks Master Plan.

• Action8.2: Seek opportunities to partner with otheragen-
cies on open space acquisition and maintenance.

• Action 8:3: Require open'space and "trail dedication from
developers as a condition of project approval; where
.appropriate.

Action 8.4: ̀Continue to maintain County and State-owned
park and'open space lands:

Action 8.5: In cooperation with the City of Santa Clarity,
work towards establishing a common standard for open
space throughout the Santa Clarity Valley. `

A~tion8.6: Continue'providing recreytional programs that
meet the needs'of all economic and demograpfic seg-
ments ofthe population, and expand these programs as
needed to serve additional residents.

• Action 8.7: Continue to maintain and expand the recre-
ational trail'syste'm in County areas.

HistaricPr~servatior~
• Action 9:1:' Coordinate with`the Native American Heritage

Commission on any land use or planning"decisions that
may affect Native American cultural resources.

Action 9.2: Coordinate with'tfie Santa Clarity Historical
Society on any land: use or planning decisions that may
affect historical sites.

• Action 9.3: Continue to maintain historical 'sites and
resources at the William S. Hart Park and the Harry Carey
historical site.

..............
Reg~rla~ory Ca~rpli~►~c~
• Action 10.1: For all new development projects, implement

the procedures and requirements of the California Envi-
ronmental Quality Act.

• Actfon 103: Implement the procedures and requirements
of the State'Mining and Reclamation Act for any active
or proposed aggregate mining operations in the Santa
Clarity Valley.

thapfer 4: tans~rvation arad Cl en Space Eler~e~~

• Action 10.3: ̀Implement procedures and7equirements of the

NationatPollwtantDischargeElimination System (NPDES)
on County projects, and through enforcemenfiof compli-
ance on private construction projects.

• Action 10.4: Require compliance with the requirements
of the U: S: Fish and Wildlife Service and the California
Department of Fish'and Game regarding protection of

~biolo~icafspeciesand habitats.

• fiction"10.5: Ensure`compliance tyith State waste diversion
mandates. ''

192



TABLE OF CONTENTS
I. PURPOSE&I.NTENT ..,:,.:,.......:. :.....:.........;...,.,:194;
ILBACK6ROUNQ ...: ................. .....:..............,,.;194
III. SEISMIC &GEOLOGICAL: HAZARDS .........> ,............... 194

Earthquakes &Fault Zones Affecting the Planning Area; ...... <..... 194

Impacts of Earthquakes ....................................... 198

Seismic Design Requirements .................. . ............... 199

Landslides ................ ................ ..... . ..... . .199
Subsidence .................... . ............. . ............. 200.

IV. FLOOD HAZARDS ...............:...:..................,..::200

Surface Water Drainage Patterns . , ..: ; , ...; . . ..... : ...... . ..... 200

.Flood Control Regulations . .. .202

Dam Failure . .. , .. 202'

V.-FIRE HAZARD ... ... 203
Fire Protection Services , , .., .. :..., .:.. . ... : .. . ..:. : .......:.203
Wildland Fire Protection ... .. . ......:: ..... . ,,... , ....., ... , ..204.

VI SEVERE WEATHER CONDITIONS ..: . . .... .......,., .., ....206
.VII. HAZARDOUS MATERIALS ....... . ......:..:. . ............. 206
VIII. EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE . . ...:: .......207,

Emergenry Preparedness Plans ... . . . .: ...:.... , ............,: 207

_Community Preparedness and Training, ... .... ,. , . .. , ; „ . ,.., :, 209

Emergency Access . ..........:..::.........:.. ....~......:. 210

IX. LAW ENFORCEMENT AND CRIME PREVENTION ..., ......... ;211..
Police Protection ......:... . ...... . .......... ... : ...., .:..

;211.

,.:Detention Facilities. ..... , • .. ......... . ............:.:..... 212

Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design . ... ... . .. ....... 212

X. TERRORISM .. , .., .......... . : . ...:......, .. ; ..:.....:..... 213
Bioterrorism Planning . ....... .. 215

Emergenry Medical Services .... , :...;, ..., ........ , ..; ........216

XI. ACCIDENT PREVENTION, ........::........,,.....,,..,....., 216.
XII. SUMMARY OF SAFETY PLANNING NEEDS IN THE SANTA CLARITA
VALLEY....................................................... 216
XII. GOALS, OBJECTIVES, AND POLICIES :.., ..... , .,, .., .. <. Z18
XIV., IMPLEMENTATION OF THE SAFETY..ELEMENT ...., ::... , ..222

193

LIST QF TABLES
TableS-1cRichterScalenfMagnitudeforEarthquakes .... ...:........: 19$

Table S-2: NistoricEarthquakes Affecting the Santa Clarita Valley Planning Area from

1855 to 1999 198



Local governments are charged with the responsibility of
protecting their citizens from unsafe conditions in the
planning area, including natural and man-made hazards
that could affectlife or health, property values, economic
or social welfare, and/or environmental quality. The Safety
Element describes natural and man-made hazards that may
affect existing and future residents, and provides guidelines
for protecting public health and safety.. It identifies present
conditions and public concerns, and establishes policies
and standards designed to minimize risks from hazards to
acceptable levels, In addition, the Safety Element informs
citizens about`l azardous conditions in specific areas; and
assists policy makers in making land use and development
decisions.

Although some degree of risk is inevitable because disasters
cannot be predicted with certainty, unsafe conditions may
be minimized through development of plans and policies
to limit the pulilic's exposure to hazards. For those cases
in which disasters cannot be avoided, the Safety Element
addresses emergency response services, and includes poli-
ciesintended tominimize disruption and expedite recovery
following. disasters.

~~' '1? 1

Section 65302 of the California Government Code requires
that the Safety Element address risks associated with ground
rupture and shaking, seiche and dam failure, slope and soil
instability, flooding, urban and wildland fires, evacuation
routes, and any locally-identified issues, such as crime
reduction, emergency preparedness, and hazardous materi-
alsincidents. The aim of the Safety Element is to reduce the
potential risk of death, injuries, property damage, and eco-
nomicand social dislocation resulting from these hazards,
by providing a framework to guide local land use decisions
related to zoning, subdivisions, and entitlement permits.

Many of the issues covered in the Safety Element are also
addressed in other Area Plan elements, The Safety Element
is consistent with the Land Use Element because hazards
were identified and considered when establishing appro-
priate land use patterns on the Land Use Map, in order to

AFETY CEMENT

limit public exposure to risk. The Element is consistent
withthe Circulation Element, because circulation policies
require adequate evacuation routes and emergency access
throughout the community. The Element. is consistent
with the Housing Element, because residential areas have
been designated and are required to be designed to protect
neighborhoods fromhazardous conditions. The Element
is consistent with the Conservation and Open Space Ele-
went, because areas identified as potentially subject to
flooding, slope failure, seiche, or other hazard, have been
designated as Open Space. In-addition, conservationpol -
cies to protect watersheds and hillsides are also intended
to limit risk from flooding and slope failures. 1 he Safety
dement inconsistent with the Noise Element, because
policies in both elements are intended to protect the public
from unhealthful conditions:

111. SEISMIC $~ GEOLOGICAL HAZARD5

Earthquakes Faulk nines
AfF~cti~g the Planning Ar~~
'T}ie planning area contains, and is in the vicinity of, several
known active and potentially active earthquake faults and
fault zones. The term fault describes a fracture or zone of
closely associated fractures, where rocks on one side have
been displaced with respect to those on the other side. A
fault zone consists of a zone of related faults which maybe"
braided or branching.- New faults within the region con-
time to be discovered.' Scientists have identified almost
100 faults in the Los Angeles area known to be capable
of a magnitude 6.0 or greater earthquake. The January
17,' 1994, magnitude 6.7 Northridge Earthquake, which
produced severe ground motions causing 57`death`s and
9,253 injuries, left over 20,000 displaced from their homes.
Scientists have indicated that such devastating shaking
should be considered the norm near any large thrust: fault
eaYthquake in the region. Recent reports from the I7: S.
Geological Survey and the Southern California-Earthquake
Center conclude that the Los Angeles area could expect
one earthquake every year of magnitude 5.0'or more; for
the foreseeable future.

A major earthquake in or near the Santa Clarity Valley may
cause deaths and casualties; property damage, fires, hazard-
ous materials spills, and other hazards. The effects could
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be aggravated by aftershocks.and the secondary effects of
fire, chemical accidents„water contamination, and possible
dam failures. The time of day and season. of the year, could
affect the number of casu~lties,and property damage sus-
tainedfrom amajor seismic event. In addition,ta impacts
on human safety and property damage, a major, earthquake
could cause socio-economic impacts on Valley residents
and businesses through loss of employment, interruption
of the distribution of gogdsand services,,and redactions in
tie local tax base.. Disruption of transportation,.telecorn-
rnunications, and,GOmputer systems could fuxther impact
financial services; and local government. A catastrophic
earthquake could exceed the response: capability of the City
and County, requiring disaster relief support fromother

local governmental and private organizations, and from

the Stateand federal governments.,

Earthquakes are classified by their magnitude and by
their intensity.,The intensity of seismic ground shaking is
a function of several factors, including-the magnitude of
the,quake, distance from the epicenter, and local geologic
conditions. The largest or maximum;credible earthquake
a fault is capable of generating is used for community plan-
ningpurposes., Earthquakes are typically defined by their
magnitude as measured on the Richter Scale. Each:. whole
number step in magnitude on the scale represents a tenfold
increase in the amplitude of the waves on a seismogram, and
about a 31-fold increase in: energy released. For example, a
7.5-magnitude earthquake is 31 times more powerful;than
a 6.5-magnitude quake. The Modified Mercalli Intensity

Sole is a measure of the damage. potential of earthquakes,
and contains 12 levels of intensity from I (tremor not felt)
to XII .(damage nearly _total). For purposes of the discussion
in this section, ntensity;is given using the Richter:Scale>
which is generally described in Table S-1,
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Less than 3.5 
Generally not felt, but
recorded

- -_ — _ _-

3 5-5.4 
Often felt; but rarely causes
damage

Slight damage to v✓ell-
designed buildings, can

5.5-6.0 cause major dar7~age
to poorly constructed
buildings over small regions.

-- _ _ -
Can be destructive in areas

6.1-6.9 
up to ak~out 100 kilometers
across, in areas where.
people live

Major earthquake; can
7.0-7.9 cause serious damage over

large areas.
- - _ -- —

Great earti~quake; can cause

8 or greater 
serious darnage'in areas
several hundred kilometers
across.

Active faults are these that have caused soil and strata

displacement within the last 11,000 years (the Holocene

epoch)., Potentially,ac~ive faults show evidence of surface

displacement during the last two, million years (the Quater-

naryperiod). Figure S-1 shows the general 1pcation of faults

which, have experiencedseismic activity within the last two

million years. and are considered to be active or potentially

active, and which arelocated.within or i~ the vicinity of

the planning area. Faults,capable of causing major damage

within the planning area are listed below, with estimated
potential magnitude indicated on the Richter scale.

• The .San Andreas :Fault Zone extends approximately

-1,200 kilometers from the Gulf of California north to

the Cape-o~Me~docino, where, it continues northward

along the -ocean floor. The San Andreas Eault Zone

marks the lioundary between the Pacific. and North

American, geQtechncal plates; it is aright-lateral strike-
slip fault that occurs along the line of contact between

the. two plates. The Fault Zone is located north of the
City of Santa Clarity and; extends through the com-

munities of Frazier Park, Palmdale, Wxightwood, and

San Bernardino: In 1857, a magnitude 8.O earthquake

occurred along a 255-mile long segment of this Fault,

between Cholame and San Bernardino. This seismic

event is the most, significant historic earthquake in

Southern California history. The length of the San



Andreas Fault Zone and its active seismic history ind-
cate that it;has a high potential. for large-scale move-
merit iri the near future,. with an estimated Richter
magnitude of 6.8 to 8.0. Along the Mojave segment,
closest Yo the Santa Clarita Valley, the intervalperiod
between major ruptures is estimated to be 140 years.'

• The San Fernando Fault Zone is a thrust fault,,l7 kilo-
meters long, generally located approximately 20 miles.
southeast of Santa Clarity near the communities of San
Fernando and Sunland. The Fault Zone's last major
movement occurred on'February 9, 1971, producing
a quake with a Richtermagnitude of 6.6 known as
the San: Fernando earthquake. The ground surface.
ruptures during this earthquake occurred on a little=
known pre-existing fault in an area. of low seismicity
andprevously unknown historic ground placement'.
The zone of displacement was approximately 12 miles
long and had a maximum of three feet of vertical
movement. ,.The estimated interval. between major
ruptures along the San Fernando Fault Zone is esti-
mated between 100 and 300 years, with a probable
earthquake magnitude of d'.0 to 6.8.

•' The San Gabriel Facrlt Zone traverses the planning area
from northwest to southeast, extending 340 kilometers
from the community of Frazier Park (west of Gorman)
to Mount Baldy in San Bernardino County. WitHin
the Santa Glarita Valley, The San Gabriel Fault Zone
underlies the northerly portion of the community from
`Castaic and Saugus, extending east through Canyon
Country to Suriland' Holocene activity along the Fault
Zone has'oecurred in the segment between'Saugus anti
Castaic. The length of this Fault, and its relationship
with the'-San Andreas Fault system; confribute to its
potential for future activity. The inYerval'between
major ruptures is unknown, although the western half

" is thought to be more active than the eastern portion.
The Fault is aright-lateral strike-slip faulE with an
estimated earthquake magnitude of 7.2.

• 'The Holser Fault is approxirriately 20 kilometers in
length extending from east of forxrier Highway 99,
westward to the vicinity of Piru Creek. Nearby com-
munities'include Castaic Val Verde, aid ̀Piru The
surface trace of the Fault intersects the San Gabriel
Faulteast of Saugus: The most recent'surface rupture
has been identified as Quaternary period: Subsurface
data in'nearby'oil fields demonstratie that tfie Holser
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Fault is a southward dipping, sharply -̀folded reverse
fault. Subsurface exposures of this Fault in the IVIeY-
ropolitan Water District's SaagusTunnel show at least
14 feet of Terrace deposits offset by this Fault,'which
' suggest That the Fault is potentially active.''Ths Fault
could generate a maximum estimated earthquake
magnitude of 6.5.

• The S erra'Madre Fault is a 55-kilometer long fault zone
generally located southeast of the planning area along
the'north side of the San:: Gabriel Mountains; extending
from Sunland to Glendora. The` Sierra Madre -Fault
is a reverse fault that dips to the north. The zone of
faulting'is similar to, and may lie within, the same
fault system as the San Fernando Fault "Zone, which
moved in 1971. Movement along faulfis in this zone
has resulted in the uplift of the San Gabriel Mountains.
Geologic'e~id`ence indicates that the Sierra Madre
Fault Zone has been active in the Holocene epoch. The
interval be'Yween major ruptures is Pstimated at several
thousandyears, and the"Fault Zone has an estimated
earthquake magnitude of 6.0 to 7.0.

• 'The Santa Susana'Fault is a thrust fault, dipping to
the north: The Fault is located south of "the intiersec-
tion of Interstate Sand State Roufie 14, and extends

' 38' kilometers from Simi Valley to The San Fernando
Valley: Nearby cornmunitiesinclude Sylmar and San
Fernando. 'this FaulYh2s been classified as potentially
active by geologists based'on evidence suggesting that
movement has oceurred'wthin the past two million
years- (Quaternary period): In its western portions,
there' is evidence that the fault plane has been folded
aril would; therefore, probably not have renewed move-
ment. The interval between mtajor ruptures is unknown':
Portions of the Fault Zone have an estimated earth-
quake magnitude of 6.5 to 7.3.

• The Oak Ridge Fault is a thrust fault extending 90
kilometers. The Fault is located west of the City and
parallels the Santa Clara River and State Route 126
from Piru to the coast, Movement along the portion
of the fault between Santa Paula and Ventura has been
identified in the Holocene period. At its eastern end,
the Oak Ridge thrust becomes more difFicult to trace
and appears to be overthrust by the Santa Susana Fault.
The magnitude 6.7 Northridge earthquake in 1994
is thought to have occurred along the eastern edge
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of the Oak Ridge Fault. The interval between major
ruptures is unknown, and the maximum earthquake
magnitude is.estimated to be 6S to 7.5.

• 1he Clearwater Fault is an east/west trending reverse
fault,.. approximately 32 kilometers in;length. Tle
Fault islocated approximately 10 milES noetheast
of the Castaic.corrimunity and runs through' Lake
Hughes and Leona Valley> where it merges.~with the
San Andreas Fault Zone.: Evidence of movement,along
this Fault has been idenfiified in the Late Quaternary
period. Although an estimate of the amount and-:type
of displacement on the Clearwater Fault is difficult to
determine, the Fault is considered to be potentially

active,

• The Soledad Fault is, cleft-lateral normal fault 20 kilo'-
meters in length, located near the communities of
Acton and Soledad Canyom; The Fault is considered
to be active, with surface rupture during 'the Quater-
nary period.

• The Northridge Hills:Fault crosses the.San Fernando
Valley through Northridge and Chatsworth, disap-
pearingunder thick alluvium in the east:central valley.
This Fault is believed either to be more than one fault

>; plane or a splinter of faults that align andpossibly

blend with the fault complexin the Santa Susanna.Pass,
whichextendswestinCoSimiValley: Near Northridge
in the San Fernando Valley; theNorthridge Hills Fault

<. is buried beneath the alluvium, and the Fault's loca-
tion. is interpreted from ail industry data and from
topographic patterns. The Fault is axeverse fault, 25

kilometers in length. This portion;of the Fault has
had movement :during fih~ late ,Quaternary period.
Despite its name, it is not the fault responsible for the
Northridge Earthquake (which- occurred along:the
Oak'Ridge Fault).

The .San Francisquito Fault is a subsidiary fault' of the
San Andreas Fault-Zone. Although there is no evi-
dence ofrecent activity, it has experienced up to seven
meters of vertical displacement in the past. Originating
jusfi north oftheBouquet Reservoir, it extends under

the dam and travels southwest to San Francsquito
'Canyon.

The Pelona Fault, seven kilometers in lengtfi is located
near the community of Sleepy Valley and has ruptured
in the Late Quaternary period.
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In addition to seismic impacts from these faults, there is
a potential for ground shakingfrom blind thrust faults,
which are low angle detachment faults that do not reach
the ground surface.. Recent examples of.blind thrust fault
earthquakes include the :1994 Northridge (magnitude 6:7),
1983 Coalinga (magnitude 6.5), and 1987 Whittier Narrows
magnitude 5.9) events. Much:of the Los Angeles area is
underlain:by blind thrust faults, typically at a depth of six

to 10 miles below ground sixrface. These faults have the

capacity to produce earthquakes of a magnitude up to 7.5.

The Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Act, adopted
by the State of California in 1972, requiresidentification

of known fault hazard areas on a map and prohibits con;

struction of specified building types within these'fault
hazard areas. The primary purpose of the Act is.to prevent
the construction of buildings used for human occupancy
on the surface trace of active faults. Pursuant to this=law,
the'State Geologist hasestablished Special Studies Zones.

around active faults, as depicted on mapsdistributed to all

cities and'counties. Local agencies are required to regulate
development within these Special Studies Zones;; and may

be more restrictive than the State law based upon local

conditions. Generally, the Act requires that structures

for human occupancy rnust`be set back 50 £eel from-the

fault trace. Areas within the Santa Clarity Valley`that are
designated as Alquist-Priolo Special Studies Zones are
shown on Figure S-1.

The planning area has experienced shaking from several

earthquakes recoxded back to 1855, as 1zsted on Table S-2.

Prior to that date the historic record is incomplete: Epi-

centers of historic earthquakes af~'ecting the planning area

are shown on Figure S-2. One of the largest occurred in

1857 in the area of Fort Tejon: Estimated at a magnitude
of 8.0, this earthquake resulted in a surface rupture scar

of about 220 miles iri length along the;San tl.ndreas Fault,
and shaking was`reported from Los Angeles to San Fran-

cisca The strongest recent seismic event was the Januar}+
1994 Northridge ear. thquake. The earthquake epicenter

was located approximately 13 miles southwest of the Santa

Clarity Valley in the Northridge community of Los Angeles
County. Estimated damages from the quake included $650
million to residential structures,. $41 million to businesses,

and over $20 million to public infrastrgcture. Although no
deaths were recorded in the Santa Clarity Valley from fhe
earthquake, the event resulted in damage to water distribu-
tion and filtration systems, natural gas service, electrical

service, and roads throughout the planning area.



Damage included fhe collapse>of a freeway bridge at,the
Interstate 5/State Route 14 interchange, resulting in traf-
fic and' circulation impacts to the planning area for an
extended period of times Other damage included a crude
oil: release-from a pipeline rupfure and the dislocation of
many mobile<liomes from their foundations_ The Gity,
County; and many other agencies cooperated in disaster
recovery efforts, quickly re-establishing essential services
and rebuilding critical facilities:

Table S-2: Historic Earthquakes Affecting the Santa Clarita
Valley Rlanning Area 1855-1999

Los Angeles, Los Angeles I1855 ~, Est. 6.0
- _ _ i County ' 

- -_ _ ~
~ 1857 Fort Tejon, Kern County Est. 8.0

1883 ~ Ventura-Kern County
border Est f.0

- - -- - ~~---__
San Fernando Valley, Los

1893 
,Angeles County 

Est. 5.5 - 5.9

----
1916~~ Near Lebec, Kern County 5.2 '~

1925 
Santa Barbara Channel, 

63Santa Barbara County

Huntington Beach, Orange
1933 16.3

County

~g~~ Santa Barbara Channel, ~ ~
Santa Barbara County

-- - -- _ _.
~I 1946 Northeastern Kern County 6.3

-- ---
Central San Bernardino

1 J 1/ 
County 

E2

-- --
~~ ~y48 ~~ Near Desert Hot Springs,

Riverside C ounty ~~ ~'~'

195? ~ U~hite Wolf 1=~ult, Kern ~ 5
County

~~~ ~ San Fernando (Sylmar), Los ~ ~ ~
Angeles Cow~ty

__- -- — ---
~~87 Whittier Nar~ro~vs, Los 5 ~

Angeles County

1988 ' Pasadena, Los Angeles ~', 5.0
County

1991 
Sierra Madre, Los Angeles 5 8
County ~~___ _—
No~thr~idye, Los Angeles

1994 
County 

6J

-- __
Hector Mine, San

~yyy Bernardino County ~'i
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6mpacts of E~rfi~aq~~kes
Ground'shaking is the most significant earthquake action
in terms of potential structural damage and loss of life.
Ground shaking is the movement of the earth's surface in
response. to a seismic event. The intensity of-the°ground
shaking and the reswltant'damages-are determined by the
magnitude of the earthquake, distance from the epicenter,
and characteristics of surface geology.: This hazard is the
primary cause of collapsed buildings and other structures.
The<significance of an earthquake's ground shaking action
is directly related to the density and type of buildings and
the, number of people exposed.to its effect:

Surface rupture or "displacement is the'break in the ground's
surface and associated deformation resulting from the
movement of a fault. Surface rupture occurs along the fault
trace; where the. faulfi breaks the ground surface'during a
seismic event: ~ Buildings constructed on or adjacent to a
fault trace arc typically severely damaged fromfault rupture
in the event of a' major fault displacement duringan earth-
quake. As this hazard cannot be prevented, known faults
are identified and mapped so as to prevent or restrict new
construction of structures:within fault hazard areas:

Liquefaction .refers to a process by wh cH water-saturated
granular soils transform from a solid to a liquid state during
strong ground- sh'aking. Liquefaction ̂usually occurs dur-
ing or,shorfilyafter a large earthquake. The movement of
saturated soils during seismic events frorn.ground shaking
can result in soil instability and possible §tructural dam-
age. Ineffect; the liquefaction soil strata behave as a,heavy
fluid! Buried tanks may float to the surface, and structures
above the liquefaction strata may sink: ;Pipelines passing
through liquefaction materials typically sustain a relatively
large number of breaks in an earthquake.

Liquefaction has been observed to occur in soft,:poorly
graded granular materials (such as loose sands} where
the water table is high. Areas in the Santa Clarita Valley
underlain by unconsolidated alluvium, such as along the
Santa Clara River.and tributary washes, may be prone to
liquefaction.

Dam- inundation is another potential hazard from=seismic.
shaking: Witham the Santa Clarity Valley, dams are located
at the Castaic Reservoir and the Bouquet Reservoir. If the
Castaic Reservoir Dam were to rupture from a seismic event,
potential flooding could occur. in Castaic Val Verde, and
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Valencia. Failure of the two dams at the Bouquet Reservoir

could result in flooding,downstream in Saugus and Valen-

cia. These potential flood hazards are further discussed in

Section IV (Flood Hazards).

A seiche is an earthquake-produced wave in a lake or res-

ervoir. Seiches can be triggered by ground motion from

distant earthquakes or from ground displacement beneath

the water body. In reservoirs, seiches can generate short-
term flooding of downstream areas. Within the planning

area, the Bouquet and Castaic,Reservoirs may be subject
to seichesdue to earthquake activity.

In addition to,these impacts, a City emergency plan has
identified the following potential damage to vital public

services, systems, and facilities which m.ay result from. a
catastrophic earthquake:

Bed loss n;hospitals;

Disruption or interruption of communications

.systems;.,

Damage. to flood control channels and pumping

stations;.

Damage to power plants and interruption of the power
grid;

Fires due to downed power lines and broken gas lines,

exacerbated by loss of water pressure and potential

w damage to fire stations and,equipment;

• Damage to freewaysys~ems and bridges, and blocking
of surface streets;.

Damage; to natural, gasfacilties, including major trans-
mission lines and indyidual service connections; ;

• Petroleum pipeline breakage and fuel spills;

• :Interruption of rail service due to possible bridge and

track damage;

Inkerruption of sanitary sewage treatment; and

• Interruptiox~:of water import through the State Water

Project system.

199

Seismic Design R~quirernents
In order to limit structural damage, from earthquakes, seis-

mic design codes have undergone substantial revision in

recent years. Earthquake safety standards for new con-

struction became widely adopted in local building codes

in Southern California fallowing the 1933 Long Beach

Earthquake, and have been updated in various versions

of the California Building Code since that date. The 1994

Northridge Earthquake resulted in significant changes to
building codes to ensure that buildings are designed and

constructed to resist the lateral foxce of an earthquake and

repeated aftershocks. Required construction techniques to

ensure building stability include adequate nailing, anchor-

age, foundation, shear walls, and welds for steel-frame
buildings.

Both the. City and County enforce structural requirements

of the.: Building Code, The Alquist-Priolo Special Studies

Zones and sound engineering and geotechnical,practices

are instrumental' in evaluating the structural stability of

proposed new development. Policies in the Safety Element

are included to ensure that proposals for new.development

in the planning area are reviewed to ensure protection of

lives and property from seismic hazards,. through analysis

of existing conditions and requirements for safe building

practices.

Landslides _:
Landslides occur when the underlying,geological support
on a hillside can no longer maintain the load of material

above it, causing a slope failure. The term landslide also

commonly refers to a falling, sliding, or flowing mass of

soil, rocks, water, and debris which may include mudslides
and debris flaws. Landslides generated by the El Nino

storms of 1998 and 1992 illustrate the hazards to life and

propertg.posed by debris flows,and landslides..The size of

a landslide can;vary from minor rock falls to large hillside
slumps. Deep-seated landslides are caused by the infiltra-
tion.ofwater from rain or other origin into unstable mate-

rial. Fast-moving;debris flows are triggered by intense rains

that over- saturate pockets of soil on hillsidgs, Landslides
may result from.. either natural: conditions or human activ-

ity. They, are often associated with earthquakes; although

there are other factors that may influence their occurrence,

including improper grading, soil moisture and composi-

tion, and.subsurface geology..Soils with high clay content
or located on shale are,susceptible to landslides, especially

when saturated from.heavy. rains. ar excessive. landscape



irrigation. Much of the planning area consists of monn-
tainous or hilly terrain; im which' conditions for unstable
soils and landslides maybe present.

The California Division of'iVIines and Geology has pre-
pared Seismic Hazard ̀Zone 1Vlaps of flie'Newhall; IVlint
Canyon, Oat`Ivlounta n, arid`San Fernando 75-minute
quadrangles. These four quadrangles include land'within
the City limits. 'The maps identify'areas of liquefaction
Hazard' and earthquake`=induced landslide hazard. Figure
S-3 shows areas'prone to earthquake-induced'landslides
and liquefaction', based on these maps;

Subsidence
Subsidence is the gradual, local settling or sinking of tfie
earth's surface with little or no horizontal motion. Subsid-
enceusually occurs a's a result of the extraction'of subsurface
gas, oil, or water; or from hydro-compaction: Iti is not the
result of a landslide or slope failure. Subsidence typically
occurs over a long period of time: and can result'iri structural
mpacfis in developed areas, sixch as cracked pavement and
building foundations, and dislocated wells, pipelines,'and
water drains; No large-scale problems with ground subsid-
ence'have been reported'in the planning area.

Both the City and the County have adopted ordinances
requiring soil and geotechnical investigations for grading
or new construction in areas with a potential for landslide
or subsidence activity, in order to mitigate potential hazards
from soil instability.

1'11 ' :i~

5upface ~'afer Drainage Patterns
The'term flooding refers'to a rise in the level of a body of
water or`the rapid accumulation of runoff resultiing iri the
temporary inundation of land` that is usually dry. ' Flood-
ing cam be caused byrivers and streams overflowing their
banks due to heavy rains. Flood hazards in the planning
area are related'to rainfall intensity and duration, regional
topography, type and extent ofvegetatiori cover, amount of
impermeable surface; and available- drainage facilities.

The §ize; or magnitude, of a flood is described by a term
called' a "recurrence interval" By studying a long period
of flow records for a stream, hydrologists esfimate'the size
of a flood thatwould have a likelihood of occurring during
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various intervals. Forexample, a five-year flood`event would
occur, on the average, once every five years (and would have
a 20 percent chance'of occurring in any one year). Altlougl
a 100-year flood event is expeeted'to happen 'only once in
a century, there is a one percent chance that a flood of that
size could happen during anyyear. The magnitude of flood
even"ts could be altered if changes are made to a drainage
basin, such as by diversion of flow or increased flows genes-
ated by additional impervious surface area.

The Federal Emerg'encyManagement Agency (FEIVIA)has
mapped most of the flood risk areas within'the United
States as part of the National Flood Insurance Program.
Iv1osY communities with aone- percent chance' of a flood
occurring in any given year have the` floodplans depicted
on'a Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM): Figure S-4 depicts
the 100-year flood event boundaries for the rriajor water-
courses in the planning area, which are generally located
within and directly adjacent to the°Santa CIara River and
its tributaries.

The Santa Clarita Valley contains many natural streams and
creeks that function as storm drain channels, conveying
surface water runoff 'into the'Santa Clara River.. 'From its
headwaters in the San Gabriel Mountains to its mouth at
the Pacific Ocean, the Santa Clara River drains a watershed
of 1,643'square miles, approximately'80miles inlength and
about 25 miles in width. Ninety percent of the watershed
consists of mountainous terrain; the remaining portion is
a mix of valley floor, floodplain and coastal plain. Within
the headwater areas of the Santa Clarita Valley; discharge
during rainfall events tends to be rapid due to the 'steep ter-
rain. High intensity rainfalls, in combination with alluvial
soils, sparse vegetation, erosion; and steep gradients, can
result in significant debris-laden flash floods:

The Santa ClaraRiver and ids tributary streams play a major
part in moving the large volume of runoff thatis generated
from the valleyand surrounding foothills and mountains.
The drainage system, including natural streams as well as
constructed storm drain infrastructure within City and
County areas; is adequate to handle normal precipitafron in
the region (15 to 19 inches per year). With the rapid urban-
ization of the Valley since 1960, stormwater volumes have
increased due fo increased impervious surface area'from
parking lots, rooftops, and streets. Flood control facilities
have been constructed to mitigate the impacts of develop-
ment ondrainage patterns, including flood control channels,.
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debris basins, and runoff control systems. Throughout the
central portiop of the planning area, streams; have been
channelized into soft bottom channels with concrete, sides
to allow for development in.the;floodplain of the Santa
Clara River,

Because the;channelization ofstormwater can increase
velgcity and flows, much of the. Santa Clara River has
remained unchannelized and in a natural condition. Where
flood control improvements have been. required, the City has
used buried bank stabilization as the preferred method of
protecting adjacent development from flood hazards. Bur-
iedbalk stabilization has beep used along various reaches
of the Santa Clara Riyer,the South Fork of the Santa Clara
River, and San F~rancisquito Creek. Stabilizing banks from
erosion by, use o£buried ~einfozcement structures provides
opportunities to maintain stormwater flows while protect-
inghabitat. along the river banks, providing aesthetic views
of the watercourse, and creating opportunitiesto integrate
channel mprovements.with trail systems. ,

The Los Angeles Gounty,Flood Control District (LAFCD)
has constructed major flood control facilities in the plan-
ning area, including the concrete-lined portions of the Santa
Clara River and its ,tributaries., The Los Angeles County
Department of Public Works operates and maintains major
drainage channels, storm drains, sediment basins, and
streambed ;stabilizatipn structures, Both the City and
County are responsible fox maintaining sur-face water qual-

ty through street sweeping,. catch basin clearing, public
education, and other measures required by the.National
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permits
issuedsby the Regional Water Quality Control $oard.

As,described in the Conservation and Open Space. Ele-
ment,both the City and County,have acted to protect the
Santa.Clara River floodplain from development in order to
maintain the river's natural character and to protect future
development from flood hazards. The City's 1996 Santa
Clara River Enhancement and Management Play recom-
mended an acqusition,program,for land adjacent to the
river for open space,-recreational,: and flood protection uses,
and the-:City has .since acquired hundreds of acres of land
along the river for these,purposes.. Within the County's
adopted Newhall Ranch Specific Plan, land adjacent to the
River was set aside for open space, floodplain and habitat
protection; flood protection in this area will be achieved
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through bank stabilization, detention basins combined with .
habitat areas, rip rap, and soft-bottom channels designed
to appeal' natural.

Localized flooding has been experienced. intermittently in
some areas. of the Valley due to local drainage. conditions.
puring, heavy rains over.,. the la¢,t few ygars. some areas, of
Castaic Newhall, Friendly, Valley, and Bouquet Canyon
have expe~'ienced mudflows or flooding. Local flooding
can be exacerbated by erosion and mudslides when heavy
rains occur a$er wildfires. Two areas of the City known to
experience intermittent #looc~ing are portions of Placerita
Canyon, Sand Canyon,;and Newhall Creek. During storms
events, trans}nission of storm flows withip the street rght-
of-way may cause localized flooding in;these areas, render-
ingsome roads impassable. Throughout most areas of the
City, curbs and gutters have been designed to contain ar~d
carry stozm flows into drainage structures; in these areas,
stormwater water within the street that is:contaneci by the
curbs is an indicatipn that the combined roadway-drainage
system is functioning correctly.

The City_.has.no plans to construct any ;new major drain-
age facility improvements: Engineering studies show that
the current City system has adequate capacity to ,handle
projected storm,flows, provided it is properly maintained.
In County areas, major drainage improvements will: be
constructed by developers as,part of the infrastructure
requirements for new master-planned;communities. Por-
tions of Sierra Highway north of the Santa Clara River
.are; subject to flooding from Mint Canyon, and the lack
of adequate flood control facilities in this area represents
Xhe last. majar constraint to development a1Qng-this arte-
rial corridor in-Canyon Country. It is expected that new
development along Sierra Highway will. generate require-
ments for flood control improvements.in this area. Within
both jurisdictions, localized, short-term flooding resulting
from, excessive rainfall, soil erosion resulting from, wildland
fires, or inadequate local drainage infrastructure will be
addressed by prQViding ox requiring local improvements
as needed.

As discussed in the Conservation and OpenSpace Element,
one way to maximize use of existing flood control and
drainage facilities is to limit the use of impermeable surface
,area on development sites.. Design techniques available to
iperease infiltration and decrease runoff on development
sites include use ofpermeable paving materials, eliminating



curbs thaYchannel stormwater away from natural or land-
scaped areas, u'se of green"roofs, and allowing greater
building height to limit building footprints and`maximize
pervious site area. These and other similar techniques, col-
lectively known=as Low Impact`Development (LID),'were
designed to enhance water quality by limitingsoil erosion,
sedimentation; and pollution-from pavement into streams
and rivers.' LID principles also reduce impacts to drainage
and flood control systems from increased flows generated
by new development, and provide for ̀recharge oflocal
groundwater aquifers. Altliougli" flood pr'otecfion devices
and structures'are necessary ri some'areas'to preserve
public safety; tfi"ey will be coribined'-with other available
methods of reducing floodirigby prop oting infiltration of
stormwater at-the source through LID design principles:

Flood Control R~gulati~ns
Both the City and the County have'adopted'floodplain
management ordinances to implement the National Flood
Insurance Program and other federal requirements estab=
lished by the Federal Emergency Management Agency: The
County's ordinance is found in Chapter 11.60 of the County
Code. "In August 2008 the City adopted'the Floodplain
Management Ordinance (Chapter 10:U6 of the City Munici-
pal Code). Tl~e City's Floodplain 1Vlanagement'Ordinance
is based`on-the California Model Floodplain Management
Ordinance issued ̀by the California' Department of Water
Resources, which administers the NaEorial Floodplain
Insurance Program for' the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency:=Botk the County"s and- Citys ordinances
establish floodway maps, gove'rri land'uses and construe-
tion of structures within floodplains, and establish water
surface elevations. ̀Floodplains are divided intotwo types
of hazard areas: 1) the "flooflway,'; which is'tle portion of
the stream ckannel that carries deep, fast-moving water
(usually-defined as the area needed fo contain a 100-year
storm'flow); and 2) the "flood fringe" area, the remainder
of the floodplain outside of the floodway, which is subject
to inundation`frorri shallow, slow=moving water: 'Drainage
requirements'are also addressed in other portions of'the
County Code and City Municipal Code, in order to ensure
that stormwater flows are directed away from buildings into
drainage devices to prevent flooding:

Dam fai0ure
Rain failure can result from natural or man-made causes,
including earthquakes; erosion;'improper siting or design,
rapidly-rising flood waters, or structural flaw's. Dam failure
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may cause loss of life, damage to property, and'displace-
merit of persons residing in "the inundation path. Damage
to electric generatingfacilities and transmission lines could
also impact life supporYsystems in communities outside of
the immediate inundation area. Within the Santa Clarta
Valley, the two major reservoirs which could have a sig-
nificant'impact`on the` Santa Clarita Valley in'~he event of
a dam failure are located in Bouquet Canyon and Casfac:
These facilities; along with potential inundation areas are
shown on Figure S-3.

The Bouquet Canyon Reservoir is locatecl`in the central`por
tion of the planning area: The reservoir his two earth-filled
dams, one on the west'side overlooking Gher'ry Canyon,
and one on the south side above Bouquet Canyon: Both
these reservoirs are owned and operated by the City'of
Los Angeles; Department of Public'Works: The Bouquet
Reservoir has'amaximum capacity of'36505acre feet of
waterand 7.6 miles of shoreline. ̀Because of itstwo dams,
two potential inundation areashave been identified in the
event of a dam failure. On the Cherry Canyon side, the
water would flow west for approximately two miles through
the Canyon into'San Francisquito Canyon,'and'then~south
for approximately 11 miles info'the Santa Clara River. The
Bouquet'Creek dam would drain south through Bouquet
Canyon for 17'miles, into the Santa Clara River.

The Castaic-Dam is located on Lake Hughes Road, one mile.
northeast of Interstate 5, just north of the eomrnunity of
Castaic. This' dam is operated by=the State of California
Resources Agency, Department bf Water Resources: Castaic
Dam is an earth-filled dam located at the confluence of
Castaic'and Elizabeth Lake Creeks. The dam facing is
approximately one mile across with a maximum capacity of
350,000 acre-feet of water, covering a surface'area'of 2;600
acres`with 34 miles of shoreline: Should a breach in the
dam occur, the water will flow south' in Gastac Creek for
approximately five miles to the Santa Clara River.

Failure ̀of these dams during a catastrophic event, such as
a severe earthquake, is considered unlikely, due to' their
type of construction: However, local'safety plans have
considered the possibility of dam failure and have outlined
a procedure for'response and recovery from'this type of
hazard; including identification of inundation areas and
evacuation routes.
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Fire Pr~~e~tion S~r~viees
As part of the Consolidated Fixe Protection District, the

entire panning area receives urban and wildland fire pro-

tection services. from the Los Angeles County Fire Depart-

ment; Mutual aid agreements are maintained with several

local, State, and,federal agencies. The Fire D~partznent

also provides fire prevention services, .emergency medical

services,,hazardous materials. services; and urban search

and rescue services.

In 2007, the F~re;Department stations in the Santa Clarita

Valley responded to 15,432 calls within the planning area,

of which 594 were fire related and 10,093 were emergency
medical services. The Fire Department also responded to

10. hazardous materials: calls,-including-reports of ~a2ard-

ous conditions: The Fire Department k~as adopted a goal

of responding to calls ~n urban: areas witk~in five minutes,

in suburban areas within eight minutes, and in rural areas

within 12 minutes. However, actual- response times vary

due to distances, and road conditions. f :The 2007 nnedian
response,times throughout the planning area were five

minutes within the City limits, and less than eight minutes

within;unncorporated County areas.

As of December 2006 there were 10 fire stations in;the.plan-

ningarea:: Two additional stations, #75 in Chatsworth and

#77 in Gorman, although outside the planning area, were

able to provide. suppprt as. needed and will continue-to do

sa. In 200,6, the .Fire Department retained a consulting

firm to analyze service levels and needs within its service

area. The study.concluded tbatthere were insufficient fire

stations in the Santa Clarity Valley to maintain desired

service levels, and_that the coverage areas,were too large for

the existing stations to meet target resp,on,se times. Based

on;projeeted needs, the Fire Department,planned construc-

tion of approximately 15new stations in-the Santa Clarity

Valley. by 2016. Since :that time,. the Fire Department has
undertaken construction of Station #lO8 on Roek Canyon

Drive, and has established temporary' Stations #156- an

Copper Hill Drive, #132 on Sand Canyon Road, and #104

on Golden Valley Road. Existing:and planned:fire stations

are shown on Figure S-S. _

Same fire stations in the Valley are:geared toward providing

urban fire protection services,, while others in outlying areas

respond to brusk~ fires along the urban-wildland interface.
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According to Los Angeles County Fire; Chief P. Michael

Freeman, "The whole objective of firefighting is to try to

catch the fire when it's small. The closer the skation is to

the location of the fire, the:quicker we can get there and

the better chance we°ll have to :keep it small:' In 2007, the

Fire Department;opened two temporary fire, stations.. (No.

132.on Sand.Canyon Road in Stetson Ranch,•and No. 156

on Copper Hill Drive in Saugus) to provide service`until

permanent stations are cornpleted..The County also moved

forward with plans and enviranme~tal documents to build

two additional stations (No. 128, on Whites Canyon Road

and No. 1Q8 on Rock Canyon Road).

The County has. adopted. fire impact fees within the planning

area to fund new construction of fire stations and purchase
of capital fire equipmexit. These fees are collected from

developers who are required to mitigate potential health

and safety impacts from fire danger by funding construction

of a new fire station or purchase;of equipment: Finding is
also,pravidedbythe County;andthe City through property

tax revenue. Additionally, voters approved a.,special tax in

1997 to pay for essential fire suppression and emergency

medical: services..:

In 2007, the Fire Department received,funding from Los

Angeles County to purchase new fire engines, as part of

the Cot~nty's;plan to phase out older fire equiprnent..:Fre

engines typically last about 15 years before they need,to

be replaced. Normally one or two engines are maintained

within each fire station in the County. Other equipment is

also planned for, replacement to maintain effective opera-

tonalcapacity. ,

Fire .prevention ;activities are .:headed. by the County Fire

Marshall, and include ~rgparation of codes, ordinances and

standards; plan checking for,fire,~afety,;sprinkler systems

and fire alarms,; fire;inspectionsof structures; brush clear-

ance compliance programs; fuel ~nodi~ication; education;

fire investigation; establishing,standards for access and

'fire flow in new subdivisions; and environmental review,

among other activities. ;The Fire Department's Emergency

Medical Services unit :was establishedn 1969 to provide

paramedics to respond to medical calls and implement

advance life support. The Urban Search and Rescueser~ce

provides trained responders to rescue in confined spaces,

by helicopter, by diving, and in other special circumstances.

Hazardous materialprograms provided by the Fire Depart-

ment are discussed in Section VII of this element.



The Peak Load Water Supply is the supply of water available
to meet both domestic water and fire fighting needs dur-
ing the particular season'and timc of day when domestic
water demand on a water system is at its peak:! Both the
City and the County review new development plans fo
ensure'that adequate water supply is available #o provide
fire ~low`as well as daily"watez supply,'prior to'ssuance of
building permits.

The Cifiy, Fire Department and various other County agen-
ties are collaborating on a Joint Task Force to'examine'the
ongoing needs of the Santa Clarita Valley for fire station
development. This examination includes funding for con-
struction and personnel and ways~to;assure appropriate
fire staffing to meet anticipated growth, with° the goal of
continuing to provide the highest level of'public safety
services to Santa Clarta Valley residents.

Wi~d6and Fir~'Pr~teetior~
t~Vildland fire refers to°a' fire that occurs in" a suburban or
rural area tha"t contains uncultivated lands, timber, range,
watershed, brush, of. grasslands; including areas in'which
there is a mingling of developed and undeveloped lands.
For thousands of years, fires have been a natural part of
the Southern California ecosy"stem.: However; as urban
development has spread throughout h911side'-areas of the
region; wildland fires'hat~e come to represent a!signficant
hazard to life and properky:

The classic "wildland/urban' interface" exists where well-
definedurban and'suburban developmantpresses upagainst
open expanses of wildland areas. Certain conditions must
be present for significant interface fires to occur, including
hot, dry," windy weather; the inability of fire' protection
forces to contain or suppress the fire; Che occurrence of
multiple'fires that'overwhelm committed resources; and
a large fuel load (dense vegetation). -Once such a fire'has
stated; "several conditions influence its'behavior including
fuel load, topography, weather,' drought, and development
patterns; Southern California'has fiwo distinct areas of
risk for wildland fires: lj the foothills and lower mountain
areas, typically covered"with scrub brush or chaparral;-and
2) the higher elevations`of mountains; covered with heavily
forested terrain;

Historical records kept by the Ur S. Department of Forestry
indicate that wildland fires occur regularly within the plan-
ning area, with large fires occurring approximately every

Chapter 5; SaietyEie►~eaa~

10 years. Fire danger rises based on the age and amount
of vegetation; therefore, fire incidents tend to be cyclical
in an area as vegetation intensity increases-with age, and
dead vegetation accumulates: The fa11'of 2003 was the
most destructive wildfire season in California history: ̀In
a 10'-day period,' 12 separate fires raged across Los Angeles,
Riverside; San Bernardino, Sari Diego,-and Ventura Coui
ties, burning alr ost'750,000 acres and resulting in the l~~s
of 221ives and 4 812 homes:' The magnitude of the 2003 fires
resulted from acombinatibn of factors,' ncluiiing exteridca
drought followed by thunderstorms, lightning strikes and
windy conditions; an infestation of bark beetles that killed
tfioasands of mature'trees; and the practice of suppressing
wild$r~s over the last century that'has led'to buildup ~i~
brush and highly flammable feel loads.

W ldland fires :can require evacuation of portions of'the
population; revised traffic patterns to accommodate emer-
gency response'vehicle operations, and restrictions on water
usage'during the emergency. Health hazards may exstfor
elderly or disabled pe~'sons who cannot evacuate or suc-
cumb tosmoke and heat. The loss ofutilities, and increased
demand on medical services, can also be anticipated:'

The Santa Clarity Valley planning-area is susceptible to
wildland fires because of its hilly terrain, dry weather con-
ditions; and nafiive vegetation. "Steep slopesallow for the
quickspread of flames during fires, and pose difficulty for
fire suppression due to access problems :for firefighting
equipment. Late summer and fall months are critical times
of theyear when wil'dland fires typically occur, when the
Santa Ana winds deliver hot, dry desert air into fhe region'.
Highly flammalile plant communities consisting'of variable
mixtures"oft~voody shrubs and herbaceous species, such as
chaparral and sage vegetation; allow fires to spread easily
on hillsides and in canyons. According to the Fire Depart-
meat; 80 to 90 percent of the planning area is' located in a
Very High Fire Hazard Severity'Zone, which is the highest
classification for areas subject to wildfires. the potential
wildland fire hazard`areas within the` planning area are
shown on Figure S-6.

Areas subject to wildland fire danger include portions of
Newhall and Canyon Country, Sand Canyon; Pico Canyon,
Placerita Canyon, Haslet' Canyon, White's Canyon, Bouquet
Canyon, and'all areas along;the interface between urban
development and natural vegetation in hillside areas'. 'Fire
hazards' increase with any drought periods; and are highest
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for structures. at,the fringe_ of forested or wildland areas.
In addition to the-damage caused directlyby a foothill
dire, further damage may be caused by resulting mudslides
during subsequent rains,

In October 2007, wildfires again swept through.Southern
California, including the S~nta;Clarita Valley. Emergency
response procedures put into place after the 2003.fires
reduced losses through better notification and evacuation
procedures, and through quick fiction, by the State and
Federal governments to declare an emergency'and pro-
vide suppression support. Within the Santa Clarita Valley
the 2007 fires included the Buekweed Fire,. which burned
38,356 acres; the. Magic Firs, which burned 1,750 acres;
and the Newhall Fire, which burned 40 acres. 'Tlae Ranch
Fire, which burned 55,756 acres, started near G~staic and
burned pXimarily wildland areas. To respond to;these fires,
the City_ set up, a telephone bank that handled thousands
of phone eal~s,;and transfarmed CentralPaxk ntota Fire
Department base camp for firefighters, Local Assistance
Centers were set up to help residents file FEMA claims,
and the,nonprofit:Santa,Clarita Valley. Disaster Coalition
solicited and disbursed funds for fire victim. relief.- Twenty-
onehomes were destroyed and i5 homes damaged by:the
Buc~Cweed Fixe, but;no lives were lost.

Local fire: response resources include those,of the Los Ange-
les County Fire Department, the Fire Services mutual aid
system, the California Division of Forestry, and the United
States Forest Service_(USFS). The combination of forces
applied will depend upon the severity of the fire, other fires
in progress, and the availability of resources:. Suppression
~f~'orts can involve fire equipment;-heavy construction
equipment, and air firebombardment aircraft; in addition
to;hand crews.

The Fire Department operates 10 fire suppression camps
assigned to the Air and Wildland Division, of which-.four
camps employ,paid personne~~ end.six camps are staffed
with .inmate crews from ,detention facilities., Wildland
fire crews are used for fire protection, prevention, and sup-
pression activities. They contxol wildland fides by cutting
a control line around the perimeter of a fire, coordinating
activities of bulldozers,: and use of water,droppng helicop-
ters and fixed wing aircraft, as deemed appropriate. The
Fire Department also,oversees vegetation management for
fuel reduction, and provides response to other emergency
incidents as required.
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Under a mutual aid agreement covering federal forest lands,
responsibility for.. non-.structure. fires within. the National
Forest belongs to the USES, while. the Fire Department has
the responsibility for.suppressing structure fires. In prac-
tice, each agency cooperates. in fighting both wildland and
structural fires during actual fire emergencies: There; are
five USES fire stations located within the planning area.

In addition to suppression activities, the Fire Department
has adopted programs directed at wildland fire prevention,
including adoption of the State ~~re,Code standards. for
new.development in hazardous,.fire areas. ,Fireprevention
requirements include provision of access roads, adequate
road width, and clearance of brush around structures located
in hillside areas, .In addition, pzoof of adequate water supply
for fire flow is requiredwithin a designated distance for.. new
construction in fire hazard areas, The -Fire Department also
provides fire safety training to. County residents and youth
education programs on fire safety and prevention. -The City

teams with the County#o provide training toresidents.on
fire prevention and response,;through,the Community
Emergency Response Training (CERT) program, and ofiher
educational programs described in Section VIII of this ele-
ment (Emergency Preparedness anii Response):

Residents with homeslocated inurban/wildland interface
areas must bear some of the responsibility,for,prevent-
ing the spread of wildland fires. Houses surrounded by
brushy growth rather than cleared space allow far,greater
continuity of fuel and increase. the fire's ability to spread.
Homeowners should also consider whether their home is
located,near a firs station, has adequate access for fire sup-
pression vehicles, has adequate water supply for fire flow,
is located away from,slopes or canyons;which act to draw
fires upward, and is constructed with fire-resi&taut materials
and design features, such asnon-combustible.. roofing,and
boxed eaves. TI~e,California Department of Forestry. and
Fire Protection has issued guidelines for,fuelreduction-:and
other fire safety measures inurban/wildland interface areas'
These,guidelines wcreissued inresponse torecent changes
to P~b1ic Resources Code Section 4291. that increased the
defensible space clearance requirement from. 30 feet to
100 feet., around structures. For.fire protection purposes,
"defensible space" means,the area within the perimeter of a

7 California Qeparfrnent ofporestry and Fire Protection, C,eriemt Guidelines to lmplementPer-
lortnonec Based on qe%nslble Spuce HegulcrYinns under PRC429t, 2005.



parcel where-basic wildfire protection practices are imple-
mented. This area is characterized by adequate'emergency
vehicle-access, ernergencywaterreserves; street names and
building identification,'and fuel modification measures.
Fuel reduction through'vegetation management around
homes is the'key to saving homes in hillside areas: The
City, County and-Fire Department will continue to provide
public education programs about fire prevention strategies.
for residents irr interface areas.

After a fire has been suppressed in a wildland area, the
work of restoration begins: The Bur-ned Area Emergency
Response {BAER) Team is a group of specialists in fields
such as hydrology, soil sciences and'wildlife management
who evaluate damage do habitafi areas from fires, and from
firebreaks which may have been ̀constructed to contain -fires
by cutting and clearing vegetation with earthmovers. In
order to prevent erosion and re-establish vegetation consis-
tent with native` plant communities,' appropriate. planting
and °'other management techniques°must occur as soon as
possible after a fire is extinguished:

~ `, 
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Severe'weather threats for Santa Clarity Valley residents
were identified imthe Gity's Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan
as including extretn~ heat and high-velocity winds. Extreme
heat results in excessive demands on the regional power grid
to supply electricity-for air conditioners. Long periods of
extreme summer heafcan-affect the local water table levels
and soil quality; increasing the risk of flash floods if rain
occurs: In addition, extreme heat for extended periods
increases the risk of w ldland fires and exacerbates forma-
ton of ozone; resulting ri impaired air quality. Exposure
by humans to excessive heat can result'n heat exhaustion
or heatstroke;-each year, about 175 Americans die as a result
of summer heatwaves.

The planning area is also subjectto strong winds; with hot
dry Santa Ana winds often reaching a velocity sf 60 miles
per hour between the months of October and'Marcli. These
winds'may overturn trees, create unsafe driving conditions
for motorists; and damage utilitylines: 'They also create
ideal conditions for the origin and spread of wildfires, by
drying out vegetation and spreading sparks. High wind
events. occur from 5 to 10 times per year in the planning
area.

Chap~~~ 5; Safety Element

The Natural Hazard Mihigation Plan addressed these poten-
tial safety hazards with' goals focused on public education
regarding precautions against exposure to high heat and
poor air quality; tree trimming programs to address' fall-
ing limbs and trunks during high winds; participation in
regional notification programs regarding power black-outs;
debris management after windstorms; and underground-
ing of titlitylines.

VII.. HAZARDOUS MATERIALS<

Hazardous materials include any substance or combination
of substances which, because of quantity, concentration,
or cliaracteri"sties, may pause or significantly contribute
to an inereas~ in death or`serious injury, orpose'substan-
tial hazards to humans and/or`the environment.' These
materials may'include pesticides, herbicides; toxic metals
and clernicals liquefied natural gas; explosives; volatile
chemicals; and`nuclear fuels.

Within the planning`area, a hazardous materials'release
or spill would most likely involve either transportation of
materials by railroad or truck; use of'hazartious mater-
als at a business, or illegal" dumping of'hazardous wastes.
Hazardous materials are transported to and through the
.planning area by vehicles using'Interstate 5 State Ror~tes
14 and 126, and'the Union Pacific Railroad.

California law provides a general framework for regula-
tion of hazardous wastes by the Hazardous Waste Control
Law (HWCL); passed in 1972:' 'Ihe'Department of Toxic
Substances Control (DTSC)'is the State's lead'agency for
implementing the H WCL, which regulates hazardous waste
facilities and requires permits for facilities involved in'the
generation, treatment, storage, and disposal of hazard-
ous wastes. 'In 1986 the'Statepassed the'Tanner Act` (AB
2948) which governs the preparation of hazardous waste
management plans and siting' of hazardous waste facli-
ties. Under'this Aet each County must' adopt` a Hazard-
ous Waste Management Plan. The Los Angles County
Hazardous Waste Management ,Plan provides direction
for the proper management of all hazardous waste'ri the
County and 38 contractcities including data on hazardous
waste generation, existing treatment facilities household
and other small generator waste; and siting criteria'for
hazardous waste management facilities: Any such`facility
is required to consider protection of residents, surface and
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groundwater quality, air quality, environmentally sensitive
areas, structural stability, safe transportation routes, social

and economic goals.

Within Los Angeles County, the'Fire Department has the
responsibility of regulating hazardQUS waste management

through itS Health Hazardous Materials Division {HHMD).

The- County's Public Works Department assists through
implementation of the underground storage tank program.
There are three County fire stations that handle hazardous

materials. incidents (known as Haz Mat Stations); Station

76' is located in Valencia and serves the Santa Clarity Valley.
Emergency response to accidents associated with hazardous
material is generally undertaken by the Fire Department end
its HHMD Division, pursuant to the Los Angeles County

Fire/Health. Haz Mat Administering Agency Plan. The

transport of hazardous materials and explosives through the
planning area on State highways and freeways is regulated

by the State Department of Transportation (Ga~Trans).

The U. S. Environmental Protection Agency maintains a

list of all sites ;in the:nation that.are contaminated with

hazardous substances. This list is known. as the CERCLI$

Database. The Department of Toxic Substances control

(DTSC) also maintains a list of contaminated sites in:the

State for which it is providing oversight-and enforcement of

clean-up;activities, known as the.Cal-Sites Database; As of
2003, there were nine sites i~ the planning area on which
clean-up was either on-going ar completed. Of these„the
most significant in,terms of area and potential for redevel-

opxnent is.theWhittaker-Bermite praperty,:a 988-acre site
previously used for explosive and flare manufacture, Today
the site is largely vacant and is undergoing clean-up of per-

chlorate,and other chemicals released by previous industrial

users. The DTSC is responsible for overseeing the soil-and
groundwater: remediation activities at :the site,.

A number of options are provided to help.:residents and

businesses safely dispose of hazardous waste..The City's
residential waste hauler (Waste Management) provides
bulky item pickup service, which' includes electronicwaste

(e-waste) such as old computers and televisions: Residents
may also drop'off e-waste items at the waste;hauler's yard.
The City also has; adoor-to-door Household Hazardous

Waste pick-up program run through Curbside, Inc.; under
which limited amounts of antifreeze, automobile batteries,
motor oil and filters; hpuse;paint> and e-waste will;be picked

up upon receiving telephone notification. Prog~aims for

io~

disposal of e-waste and small amounts of hazardous waste

generated from businesses-in the Gity are also available

through Curbside, Inc., while larger quantities generated

from businesses: must be disposed of through a qualified

hauler.

The Gounty offers..weeklyhousehold hazardous waste col-

lection events at various locations throughoutthe County,

including the Santa Clarity Valley, at which residents can

drop off their hazardous waste for disposal. The County also

maintains several permanent collection facilities; far Santa

Glarita Valley residents, the closest permanent hazardous

waste collection facility is located in Palmdale (1200 W.

City Ranch Road). County residents may also. use City of

Los Angels hazardous waste collection centers; the closest
of these facilities is in Sun .Valley ..(11025 Randall Street).

Hazardous waste collection for businesses located in County

areas-must be. arranged with private waste haulers.- All

hazardous waste collected;s disposed of in a hazardous

waste landfill. , ,

Information on City and County programs for disposal

of hazardous waste is available on the websites of each

agency.

VNI~".'EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS AND
RESPONSE

E~nerge~cyPrep~r~d~~~ss~Pla~s
In:an emergency; local: governments must provide emer-

gency response•services inadditon to maintainingnormal

day„~o-day:duties, to .the extent;pQSSible. The- Cala;fornia

Code of Regulations establishes the standard.response struc-
tureand basicprocedures to beused bylocal governments
for emergency response and recovery. As,requred by State
law, both the County and City have adopted the Standard-

ized EmergencyManagement System (BEMs) for managing
response to multi-agency and multi-jurisdictional emergen-

cies, and to facilitate communications and coordination
amongall levels of government and affected agencies. SEMS
establishes organizational levels for managing emergen-
cies, standardized emergency management methods, and
standardized training for responders and managers. When
fully activated, SEMS activities occur at five levels: field

response; local government, operational-areas (county-wide),
Mutual Aid Regions,-and at the State level.



$oth City and County emergency plans provide operational
concepts, describe responsiliilities,`and outline procedures
for emergency response: The County has adopted an Opera-
tionalArea Emergency Response Plan, which describes`the
planned responses to emergencies associated with natural
and man-made disasters and technological incidents. The
City's 2003 SEMS Multihazard Functional Plan addresses
planned response to emergencies associated with>natnral
disasters and technological' incidents, including both peace-
time and wartrrie`nucleardefense operations. Along with
all theHazards discussed above; fihe Plan;addresses response
procedures for a major airplane crash, train-derailment,
truck incident; Metrolink incident or collision; civil unrest,
terrorism; and nuclear attack. Emphasis is given to emer-
gencyplanning; training offull-time, auxiliary and reserve
personnel;:public awareness and education; and assuring
the adequacy and availability of sufficient resources fo sope
with emergencies; The Plan also identifies appropriate
land use; design; and construction regulations to reduce
losses from disasters. The City's SEMS Plan addresses the
following four phases of emergency response:

1, Preparedness phase, requiring increased readiness for
emergency through preparation of emergency plans
and procedures, providing information and training,
inspection of critical facilities, recruitment of disaster
personnel, mobilization of resources, and testing of
systems.

2. Response phase, which may require evacuation of
threatened populations; dissemination of public infor-
mation about'the disaster, coordination with other
agencies; obtaining mutual aid, declaration of a Local
Emergency, evaluation of damage, establishment of
care and shelter'operatons, and restoration of vital
services and utilities.

3. Recovery`phase; which-may include coordinating
assistance programs and sup~ortpriorities; rejoining
affected families, providing essential services; restor-
ingproperty, identifying residual hazards, mitigating
future hazards, andrecoverng costs. .

4. %Mitigation phase; designed to mitigate' impacts-after
the disaster through updating'local ordinances and
codes; upgrading structures, recovering costs, provid-
ing information and training, ana revising land use
plans as needed.

C9aa~ter S: 5~fety ~9ement

In addition to the SEMS Plan, in 2004 the City-adopted a
five-year Natural Hazard'Mitigation Action Plan• as a collab-
orative effort between City staff and citizens; public agencies,
non-profit organizations, the private sector, and regional
and5tate agencies. The'Plan provides a list of activities that
may assist the'City in red~icing risk and-preventing loss
from natural hazard events, including earthquakes; floods,
hazardous material spills, landslides and earth movement,
severe weather, and wildland fires. The Plan contains a five-
yearaction rn°atrixbased onthe followngmissionstatement:
"To promote sound public policy designed to protect citizens,
critical facilities; infrastructure, private property, and the
environment from natural hazards. 'this can lie achieved
byincreasng publicawareness,'documenting the resources
for risk reduction and loss-prevention, and identifying
activities to guide the City toward building a safer; more
sustainable community." The Natural Hazard Mitigation
Plan also identifies all critical facilities and infrastructure
and establisfies goals to increase emergency response and
enhance recovery.

In 2006, the City of Santa Glarita adopted and implemented
the National,Incident Management System (NIMS}to com-
plywith Federal Depar~rnent of Homeland Security require-
ments, based`on Homeland Security Presidential Directive
5 (HSPD-S), Management of Domestic Incidents. This
directive required aphased-in adoption and implementation
of NIMS by State and local governments as a condition of
receipt of federal preparedness funding; including%Home-
land Security grants. HSPD-5 requires all federal, State,
local and tribal jurisdictions to adoptNIIVIS and use it in
their individual domestic incident management; emergency
prevention; preparedness, response, recovery; and mitiga-
tion activities. NIMS does not replace SEMS, but will rather
be integrated into SEMS by emergency personnel: Because
the federal governmentmodeled NIIVIS after SEMS, the two
systems use similar terminology and procedures, although
NIMS also includes new requirements>for reporting and
qualifications.

The City has implemented a regional telephone notification
system that will be able to send information-taresidents
and businesses within the Santa Glarita Valley affected by,
or in danger of, the impacts of an emergency or disaster.
Emergency response personnel can use the system to notify
those homes and businesses that are at potentiaY risk with
information on the events and/or actions'(such asevacua-
tion) that the City and local public safety officials. are asking
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them to take. The City's: notification system includes the
incorporated City limits as well as areas outside the City.
The school districts have separate notification systems, and
the County is preparing to implement a Countywide call
system. I~ the.event of°evacuations, the Fire iaepartment
directs the Sheriff's Department regarding areas that. ,need
to be evacuated. That, information is then. shared with
the City's; Emergency Operations Center, and emergency
.notification is then conveyed to residgnts.

Another method. of relaying emergency-related information
is through the,Gity's e-alert. This phone-based tool allows
residents to receive mobile phone text alerts concerning
emergencies affecting the, community. Residents can sub-
scribe and automatically,receive emergency-related text
alerts (eAlerts) from the City by texting the term "SC~-
MERGENCY" to 41411 from any mobile;phone device and
mobile service,provider::_

Co m~~ity Pre ar~d~ess ar~d draining
The County and Gity both implement comprehensive pro-
gramsfor. emergency preparedness, including community
involvement and,training. To educate the public about
emergency response, the City and~County cooperate to
offer residents training through the Community: Emer-
gencyResponse Training (CERT) program, which focuses
on effective disaster/emergency response: techniques: The
CERT program is designed to help families, neighborhoods,
schools and businesses prepare for effective disaster-.and
emergency response through ,training;. and :pre-planning.
Program,znaterialeovers earthquakes, fires, floods, hazard-
ous materials incidents„and. other life-fil~xeatening situa-

tions. Participants attend seven:weekly classes designed ~o
help them recognize potential, hazards and take appropriate
actions; identify, organize, and utilize available; resources
and people; and treat victims oflife-threatening conditions
through Simple Triage. and Rapid Treatment (START): A
second class is also offered to graduates, of the basic CERx
course, ;which provides, more in-:depth; training on criti-
cal incident stress management, handling animals during
disasters, community traffic safety, and the Incident Com-
mand System. From 1997 through 2007, more than 1,100
Santa Clarity Valley residents were trained in the CERT
program.

In 2001, the CERT program was expanded with another
level of training, CERT II. The training provided in this
second CERT program was developed and implemented
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based on the emergencyresponse issues of the Santa Clarity
Valley, and includes modules on Community Traffic Safety;
Psychological.First:Aid (Critical Incident Stress.Manage-
ment); SEMS, NIMS, and Incident Command; and Ann~►al
Preparedness.

Once- a, year the City -also presents an Emergency Expo,
attended by several thousand residents, at which residents
are provided with information materials. on emergency
preparedness.:-Over 60 agencies and vendorsparticipate
in this event, in an effgxt to provide relevant;information
with an interactive approach. The City promotes the GERT

program_at xhe.Emergency Expo by using.CERT-trained
volunteers to„provide information at various booths; and
activities.

Through its emergency management program, the-City
also provides,ongoing training; and. outreach to schools,
businesses, faith-based institutions, seniors, and the special
needs community. The City uses its website, City Hall,-and
local libraries as locations to distribute,information on
disaster preparedness and response to residents.

.Since: 2006,. the: City has collaborated with- the College of
the Canyons, the Los Angeles County Department of Public
Health,. the Sheriff's Department, and CERT volunteers to
develop ;and adopt a Point of, Dispensing (POD) plan; to
respondto boterrorisnn, pandemicflu,epidemics; or similar
public health threats: The plan isbased- on a multi,agency
approach using the NIMS model, anti included conducting

adrive-through medication dispensing exercise to be used
in the event a mass quantity: of medications needs to be
distributed to the public within a shoat period of time: In
2006 and 2007, trained student nurses from College of the
Canyons worked side by„side with Public;Healthpersonnel

administering flushots, in orderfio test the drive-through
model:..

The Santa: Clarita;$mergency Communications Team is a
local chapter o£the County Disaster Communication Ser-
viceand is registered as a civil defense;organization under
the Radio Amateur Civil Emergency Service (RACES). The
team's primary purpose is to supply emergency comrnunica-
tions for;the Los, Angeles County Sherift~'s Department-and
the City,of Santa C.larita. Members are volunteer amateur
radio. operators who assist other emergency responders by
enhancing communications services, Members also assist
with the Santa Clarity Fire Watch program and the School



Emergency Communication Plan: In addition to emergency
response; the group assists with community events such as
the Santa Clarity Marathon, Cowboy Poetry Festival, and
Fourth of July Parade.

In spite of these programs and the outreach efforts by the
Gity-and County, many°residents are not adequatelypre-
pared'for emergencies:' A 2007 County Department of
Public Health Reporti found that more than 20`percent'of
households in the County did'not have emergency supplies
on hand, and only 41 percent of the respondents said they
had an emergency plan for their family. ̀In a major disaster
each household may need to survive on its own resources
for several daysbefore help arrives. It'is necessary for each
family and head of household to proactively prepare- for
emergencies by developing a plan and stockpiling adequate
supplies. 'Information on how "to prepare for'disaSters is
available on the City's website and through the training
programs described in this section. -

m~rg~ney Atc~ss
The Santa Clart'a Valley hasfreeway access along only three
routes — Interstate 5 and State Route 14 going north and
south, and State'Route 126 going west— to use for evacua-
tion purposes ri' the event of an'emergericy such as fire or
'earthquake. Residents in some areas, such as Stevenson
Ranch andCastaic, wilt need alternate evacuation routes
incase Interstate 5 is closed du "ring an emergency incident.
City;and County staffhave developed alternate e'vaeuation
routes along surface streets to provide alfernate travel routes
through and out of the Santa Clarity Valley. Opening of the
new Gross'Valley Connector will also p`rovide`an effective
east-west route for use'in the event of an emergency:-

In addition toad"dressing evacuation routes, detour routes
have been implemented ~hrougli the"Santa Clarity Valley in
the event that the local freeways are closed. The Santa Clarity
Valley has been af~'ected by major highway closures that, like
the 1994 Northridge Earthquake, cut off the 6anta' Clarity
Valley from the San -Fernando Valley and beyond. One of
the most recent incidents occurred when a big rig crashed
inside a truck route tunnel under the Interstate 5 The'result
was a 30-plus big rig and car pile up that cost three lives and
caused fhe two-day closure of the north and southliound
lanes of Interstate 5. Interstate 5 is California's main north/
south'highway; and locally, handles in upwards of 250,000
cars per day. The resulting impacts #o local streets put the
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City of Santa Clarita's'Emergency Operations Center'into
action, along with its state=of-the =̀art traffic monitoring
and control technology: -

The Los Angeles County'Sheriffs Traffic Division, City of
Santa Clarity, California Highway Patrol; and Caltra~is
developed a traffic plan that°included three alternate`routes
(A, B, and C as -noted in Figure S-7) through the Cify ut
Santa Clarity from Interstate 5 taState Route'14'. In'add -
tion, the City of Santa Clarity worked with Metrolink to
add additionaT'commuter trains and parking ar the City's-
three Metrolink stations. City staff'also personally directed
commuters to the newly expanded'parking lots for the
Monday morning commute and provided' shuttle service
fdr quick access to.'the stations. Residents were also~able'to
stay"informed of unforeseen,changes to'-their "specific: route
through'U-Text; a Text messaging service that allows com-
muters to subscribe and receive mobile phone text alerts
when there are urgent changes to a commuter route.

The 1994 Northridge'Earthquake toppled the Interstate 5/
State Route 14 interchange; and the §ame interchange also
collapsed during the 1971 Sylmar earthquake: Since that
time, the interchange has been rebuilt to emhanced seismic
standards. Caltrans has also tested all freewaybridges'and
interchanges in Los Angeles and- Ventura Counties to ensure
they meet current'seisrnie standards for structural safety.'

During the development review process, emergency access is
evaluated for all pending development-projects: Two means
of ingress and egress are required for all major development
projectis including subdivisions'and`cornmercal/industrial
sites.:Adequate road and' driveway widths:' are required
to -provide access to fire trucks, along with turnouts and
turnaround areas where deemed necessary. Traffic control
daring evacuation procedures will be based upon the nature
of the emergency and" the condition of the roads. Tempo-
vary signage-will be placed bythe City and County Public
Works'Departments to ensure that evacuation routes are
clearly marked for motorists.

zto

u: ~•.~~~x4 ✓":
~}l;'



Las Angeles Cau~ty ~ae~c~ ~Cardt~ ~altey Aria Play

~ ~~, i ~ '~

~►. .. '

P~Iic~ Pra~~cfiior~
Communities within the planning area are served. by the
Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department; which is housed
within the Department's Santa Clarita Valley Station located
in Valencia. Tie Station's service area covers 656 square
miles, including both City and County areas and portions
of the Angeles National Forest. The Sheriff's Department

overseesgenerallaw and.traffic enforcennent within the City,
while the California Highway Patrol (CHP) has jurisdic-
tion over traffic on State highways and. in unincorporated
County areas. The location of law enforcement facilities is
shown on, Figure S-5.

The Santa Clarity Sher ff.'s Station was designed to house
a staff of about 90 personnel, and space is insufficient to
meet current staffing and future. needs. In the year 2008,
there were a total of 242 budgeted personnel housed at the
station, including deputies, sergeants, and support staff.
The Sheriff's Department also. operates two: storefront sub-
stations,;one in Newhall and the other in Canyon Country.
Storefront stations are staffed 8 to 12 hours per day, some-
times with civilian personnel .The Department provides
helicopter air support, search andrescue coordination, and
the Career Offenders Burglary Robbery (COBRA) unit,
which handles juvenile,,and gang-related, crimes.: Special
programs offered in conjunction with community members
and other,organizations include the Anti-Gang Task Force,
Citizens' Option for Public Safety (CAPS) grants, drug
education-, the,Farnily Uiolenc~ Task Force, gang education,
graffiti abatement, local law enforcement blockgrants> and
emergency response programs. The station also has an
extensive off-road enforcement team that spends, consider-
abletime working complaint areas in the rural portions.of
both City and County jurisdictions.

The Sheriff's. Departmen~,is planning fox expansion of the
main station, and is also planning to expand staffing levels
to meet the needs of the Santa Clarity Valley's growing
population. Although there is no adopted law enforcement
stafTing level standard, the Sheriff's Department strives to
maintain one officer per 1,000 people, and this service level
is being met within the Santa Clarity Valley.
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Response times for law enfprcement calls vary by time of
day, number of officers on duty, traffic conditions, and call
volume.. Calls for service are classified as Routine, Priority,
or Emergent. Routine calls, such as vandalism reports, do
not require a priority response from field units. Priority
incidents, such as domestic disturbances, require an imme-
diate xesponse but not. a "code three",xesponse. Emergent
incidents, such as a traffic accident or shooting, require an
automatic code three response. From 1990 to 1999, the total
volume of calls for service increased by abQnt 35 percent
(from 35,031 to; 47,470); .however,. response times for prior-
ity and emergent incident calls; remained approximately
the. same.

For the purpose of compiling crime, statistics, the ,term
Part l Crimes is used to describe the most serious offenses,
including homicide, rape, robbery, aggravated assault, bur-

glary,larceny,thcft, grand theft auto, and arson. According
to annual reports compiled by the Sheriff's Departrr~ent,
the rate of Part 1 Crimes in the Santa Clarity Valley has
remained fairly constant since year 2000. In 2006, the
California Department of Justice.. ranked the City of Santa
Clarity as the third safest city in California for. cities with
a population of 150,000 or more (following Irvine and
Glendale). The $k~eriff's :Department and City credit proac-
tivelaw enforcement and-crime prevention progranns with
achieving this ranking. , ,

In addition to providing law enforcement and, response
services,,.the Sheriff's Department uses community-oriented
policing strategies to prevent crime, and engages citizens
in crime prevention efforts through a number of programs.
The Community Relations Unit at the SherifF's Station over-
sees community-oriented policing programs, including
Neighborhood Watch,. Business :Watch, vacation security,
and other crime,prevention programs.., Sheriff's deputies
hold regular meetings,throughout the;Santa Glarita Val-
ley to educate the;publiG on crinne prevention and provide
information about gangs, personal safety, vehicle security,
and teen .and parent survival. 'Zhe Sheriff's. Department
also includes a Teen Resource page on, its website listing
information. about substance abuse, suicide prevention,
gang membership, sexual assault, pregnancy, and bixth
control, and AIDS.;;

According to the Sheriff.'s Department, "the Neighbor-
hood Watch Program is a working network of concerned
and proactive citizens throughout the Valley. Meetings



are conducted in neighborhoods to establish an effective
crime prevention plan: ̀Each neighborhood in the program
has developed relationships with each other and with Law
Enforcement to protect them' against crime:" Through
the Neighborhood Watch Training Program; the Sheriff's
Department`trains citizens on techniques to protect fhem-
selves -and their' properties from auto theft; identity theft,
burglary; graffiti; and'"senior. scam protection."

In 2007, the Santa Clarita Valley Sheriff's Station and "the
City, in conjunction with the Santa Clarita Valley Chamber
of Commerce, launched the first Basriess Watch prograiri
in the Santa Clarita Valley. This program provides'nfor-
mation to business owners about strategies to enhance
building security, ensure security for employees, prevent
loss from theft''and forgery, minimize the risk ̀of identity
theft, and'other crime prevention techniques. The program
provides training for both employers and employees on
how to' develop 'emergency procedures' and prevent loss
from crime.

Tlie primary planning issue for the ̀Sfieriff's Department
at this time is expansion of space, both'at the main station
and at additional` substations, in order to meet existing
and projected`rieeds for' law`enforcement programs and
services`n the Santa Clarita' Valley. In 2008; the Sheriff's
Department adopted a funding program for capital fa'cli-
tiesneeded to meet the law enforcement needs of expected
growth in the Santa Clarita Valley, through`collection ofa
law enforcement impact fee. Both tfie City andthe County
collect the law enforcement fee on new development permits,
to fund future facilities:

Detention Facilities
The Peter J. Pitches Detention'Center (Pitchess) in Castaic
is the largest jail complex in the County, and serves'the
entire planning area, as`well as other`Countyareas: Th'e
jail consists of four facilities, but only'three are currently
operated The North Facility is amaxmum-security facil-
itywith ahousng capacity of 1;556. The E2st Facility,'tlie
oldest operational jail in the County, fias been renovated
and houses a maximum capacity of 1,974 inmates. The
North Countiy Correctional Facility is a maximum security
complex housing a maximum capacity of 3,928 inmates.
This facility also includes vocational training programs in
the areas of computer sign production, clothing manufac-

Lhapt~r S: ~ai~~~ E9~~nt

turfing, and printing. As of 2007, Pitches's had a housing
capacity of 7>500 inmates. The location of this facility is
shown on Figure S-5.

In 2007, plans were developed to expand the'barracks`at
Pitches to house more than 1,000 female inmates: 'The
County`Board of Supervisors approved the $136.6'million
expansion ~iroject to serve'female inmates from tihroughou~
the County, in order`to relieve overcrowding and improve
safety'and security. Construction is slated Ear 2008,`and
the'project, which also includes construction "of a new
cogeneration power plant, was completed in 2009:

The Los ̀Angeles County Probation Department provides
secure detention"for- delinquent minors` in juvenile halls;
and control and rehabilitations programs' in Gamp Scott
and Camp Scudder. Juvenile halls provide confinement to
minors'ranging iri age from 8 to`18 who await adjudication
and disposition oflegal matters'Camps`provide treatment,
-care, custody, and t"raining for the rehabilitation of del n-
quentminors as wards of the juvenile court.

Crome`P~e~erttio~ Through' ~~vir~nme~atal Design
One of the ways in'which land use planning can assist
law enforcement and'promote public safety is through
incorporating crime prevention techniques into develop-
ment site designs. This concept was promofed by the U. S.
DeparEment of Mousing and Urban Development in its 1996
publication Creating Defensble`Space by Oscar Newman:'
Newman first published his theories about defensible space
in 1972 and they were successfully adopted in many com-
munites. The` use of environmental' desigri'features to
prevent crime'has been called OPTED' (Crime Prevention
Througfi Environmental Design). In 1995 the- City of Los
Angeles issued OPTED Design Guideline's based on the
premise that'"proper design and effective use of the'bu if
environment can lead'fo'a reduction'in 'the incidents and
fear of crime, reduction'in calls`for police services, and to
an increase in the quality of life."3 The County uses similar
guidelines forpublic fiousing facilities administered by the
Community Development Commission.

2 Newman,Oscar.Crenting Defensible 5pnce. U.SDepartmentofHousingandUrbanDevelop-
ment, Office of Policy Development and Research. April, 1996.
3 Design OutDrime: Crime Prevention Thvoggh Envbonment~l Design Gurdefines, City of Los
Angeles, 7995.
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According to Newman, "Defensible space operates by sub-

dividinglarge portions of public spaces and assigning them
tq individuals and small groups to use and control as their
own private areas...All defensible space programs have a
common. purpose: they restructure the physical layout of
communities to allow residents to control the areas around
their homes. This includes the streets and grounds outside
tk~eir buildings. and the lobbies and corridors within them:'"
In his studies of St. Louis and other cities, Newman found
that when residents had some control over public space
around their homes they maintained these areas in a clean,
safe condition. However,;when common areas were open to
many dwelling units and to the public, with no oversight or
supervision by residents, these areas were subject to vandal-
is~, dumping, and crime., Newman found that crime was
also influenced by building height and design., High-rise
residential buildkngs (over four.: stories) were found. to be
unsuitable for families with children, although.they could
be effective for senior communities if properly designed.
Within;public housing for families, he found that project
size and the number of dwelling units, sharing common
entries correlated to crime rates... Large building size also
affected residents' fear of crime, and resulted in high,rates
of residential turnover and vacancy.

Defensible space is an important consideration in residen-
tial development, particularly in high-density, multiple
familyxesidential,areas.. Other,CPTED,principles include
the following:

Surveillance. Areas that are: accessible to the public
but are not readily visible, such as dead-end alleys
and drive aisles, often. attract crime: ~Surveil~ance is
a design concept directed at keeping intruders under
observation bylocating windows averlooking com-
mon areas....

• Access control. Controlling access to a site protects users
from crimeby creating a perception of risk for,poten-
tialoffenders.

• Territorial reinforcement. The physical design of a site
can contribute to a;sense of territorial "ownership" by
site users. Areas that are not clearly under the supervi-
sion gf,adjacent buildings. are subject to trespass and
illicit activities.

4 Newman, page Z.
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CP.TED .design; strategies include provision of adequate
lighting; grouping ,common activity areas together to pro-
mote surveillance; providing clear travel paths with avoid-
ance of dead-end pathways ox .drive ,aisles;: provision of

security devices such as fencing and cameras; clearly delin-
e~ting public and private spaces; avoidance of "no man's
land" areas on the site;, providing secure, lighted storage
areas; avoidance of long corridors shared by all and owned
by none; encouraging neighborhood watch programs; use
of landscaping to avoid graffiti; end elimination of hiding
places.within,landscaped areas.;.

Although; neither the City,nor County have ~ormal~y adopted
CPTED guidelines, safety issues are addressed through the
development review process in both agencies. Policies have
been added to the Safety Element to promote crime preven-

tion through site design in future development deci$ions:

TERRORISM

Terrorism is defined,as„the use of fear for intimidation.
Terrorism is a crime where the threat of violence is often

as effective as _the~commission of the violent act itself. Ter-

rorism affects us through fear; physical injuries, economic

losses, psychological trauma, and erosion of faith in govern-

ment. Terrorism is a strategy used by individuals or groups
to achieve their political goals:

Terrorists espouse a wide range, of causes. They. can be for

ar against almost any issue, religious belief, political posi-
tion, or group of people of one national origin or another..

Because of the tremendous variety of causes supported by
terrorists and the wide variety of potential targets, there
is no pl~~e that is truly .safe from terrorism. Throughout
California there is a nearly limitless number of. potential
targets, depending on the perspective of the terrorist. Some
of these targets include; abortion: clinics, religious facilities,
government offices, public places (such. as shopping centers),
schools, power plants, refineries, utility infrastructure, water

storage facilities, dams, private homes, prominent individu-

als, financial institutions and other businesses..

In March 2002, Presidential Directive 3 established a Home-

landSecurity Advisory System to provide a comprehensive

and effective means to disseminate information regarding

the risk of terrorist acts to Federal, State, and local authori-
ties and citizens. The system provides warnings in the



form- of a set of graduated "Threat Conditions" that would
increase'asthe risk of°the threat increases. This system
creates a common vocabulary; 'context, and structure for
an ongoing discussion about the nature'of the threats that
confront the homeland'and the appropriate measures'that
should lie taken iii response. It seeks to inform'and facilitate
deci"signs appropriate'to'differ"entlevel's'ofgovernment and
to private citizens at home and'af work.

Tlie Homeland Security Advisory System (HSAS)'is binding
at the Executive Branch level and is su'gg~sted; although'vol-
untary, at other levels of government and within the private
sector. There are five Threat Conditions, each'identfied
by a description and corresponding color. Higher Threat
Conditions indicate a greater risk of a terrorist attack. Risk
in'clud'es both- the probability of an attack occurring and
the potential gravity. ̀ Threat'Condtions are assigned by
the Attorney General in consultation with the Secretary of
Homeland Security. Threat Conditions may be assigned
for the entire nation, or they may be set fora particu-
lar geographic area or industrial sector. Assigned Threat
Conditions are reviewed at regular intervals to determine
whetlier'adjustrnei~ts are warranted. The assignment ̀of a
Threat Condition will prompt the implementation of an
appropriate set of Protective Nleas'ures. 'Protective'1VIeasures
are the specific steps an organization will fake to reduce
its vuln`erabiliCy'or'increase it§ ability to respori'd during a
heightened alert.

T~`eat Condition Levels and corresponding Protective IVIea-
suresare listed'below: ''

Low Condition (Green)
This condition is declared when there is a~ low risk of ter-
r`oristattack. •Emergency'Operations Center activation level
is inactive:

Ensure staff receives proper training. on Homeland
Secwrity Advisory System; and protective measures

• Regularly assess facilities for vulnerabilities and`take
measures fo reduce them

• ''Refine and exercise as appropriate preplanned protec-
Eive measures
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Guarded Condition (Blue)
This condition is declared when there''s a general risk of
terroristattacks Emergency Operations Center activation
level is inactive:

• ' Review and update emergency response procedures

• Provide tY~e public with any information'thaf would
strengthen its ability fo act appropriately

Check communications with designated emergency
response or command locations

Elevated Condi#ion (Yellow)
An elevated condition is declared when'tliere is a significant
risk or Yerrorist attacks. Ths'condiYi`on mayor may not
activate the Emergency Operations Center depending un
a regionalllocal assessment.

• Increase surveillance of critical locations whose loss
will have an adverse effect on the City's`and County's
ability to provide service to the'public and/or accom-
plish its primary mission - -

• Coordinate emergency plans as appropriate with
nearby jur'isdiction's " ̀

• Assess pre~lanned' protective measures within the
context of the current threat

• Keep staff aware of what procedures are taking place

High Condition (Orange):
A high' condition is' declared when there is a'high risk of
terrorist attacks: This condition may or may not activate
the Emergency Operations Center depending on local/
regional assessment.

Take additonaPprecautions at public events'

• Review building evacuation plans

• Review mail handling/package delivery'procedures

• Review information technology system security issues
including remote capabilities

• Review emergency reporting procedures
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• Be prepared to have someone monitor the Emergency
Management Information System (EMIS) if directed

Restrict public access to buildings if tk~reat assessment

is credible regionally/locally

• Coordinate necessary security effort with law enforce-
ments agencies, including the Los,Angeles.County
Sheriff and California Highway. Fatrol

• :Prepared to execute;contingency procedures

Test staff notification procedures/systems

Severe Condition (Red)
A severe condition>reflects a severe risk of terrorist attacks.
Emergency Operations Center activation may activate from
monitoring tofullactivation; this will depend onthelocal/
regional assessment.

• Stand ready to increase or redirect personnel to address
critical emergency needs

Monitor, 'redirect, or constrain''transportation
systems

• Consider closingpublic facilities. based on Terrorism
Early Warning Group threatguidance

• Consider canceling large scale public events if;their
security cannot be enhanced, based on Terrorism

.Early Warning Group threat guidance

• Activate Emergency Operations Center, Jevel oFactiva-
tiondetermined bythreat assessment from Terrorism
Early Warning Group threat guidance

Direct stafftomonitor $MIS

• Ensure all staff are kept informed

~i~terro~isrrs Pfanr~i~ng
Bioterrarism is the threatened or intentional release of bio-
logicalagents (virus, bacteria, or air toxins) for the'purpose
of influencing the conduct of government or intimidating
or coercing a civilian population. These: agents. can be
released by way of air (as aerosols), food; water, or insects.
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Since the terrorist attacks of September 1, 2001,-and the sub-
sequent anthrax: incidents, tk~ere has been a great concern

about bioterrorism in the United States..With this concern,
there is growing recognition that the unique characteris-
tics of a bioterrorist attack, in contrast to a conventional
attack, would require. additional response preparation and

coordination.

An integral part of bioterrorism response is mass prophy-

laxis: Mass prophylaxis. is the capability to p~'otect the
health of the population through administration of critical

intervention (e.g.> antibiotics, vaccinations; antivirals) to

mitigate the development of disease among those who are
exposed or potentially exposed to public health threats.

Every publ}c health.jur sdiction in the country is Charged

with the responsibility tQ develop end maintain the capabil-

ity to carry out first response :and ongoing mks&antibiotic

dispensing and vaccinatipn campaigns tailored to its local

population.

There-are two conceptualapproaches t4 mass prophylaxis:

"push" and "pull" approach; one is utilizing the. US. Rostal

Service to bring medications directly to individuals or

homes in an,~ffected community.:.The "pull" approach

requires that individuals travel,to centers where they can

receive medications ox vaccinations, Points of Dispensing
(POD) are`an :example of the "pull" approach. ;

In, preparation for a unique response to a bioterrorism
attack; the Gity of Santa Clarita, the Los Angeles County

Department of Health, and_the College of the-Canyons
(COC) have collaborated to coordinate and respond with a

drive-thru POD. models to assist those potentially exposed

to a biological agent. Utilizing the drive thru POD; the Gity,

COC and Department of Health Services have tested the
model by operating:an:influenza vaccination clinic. Since
2006, :this yearly exercise ser`ves,:as ~n :opportunity to test

the POD model whileprovidng a ~italreal-world service
to the general population.

COC is a designated POD site because it has a school: of
nursing and an Emergency Medical Technician (EMT)
program that support the medical operations component
of the POD. In addition, COC's site has the capacity ;to
handle the vehicle traffic flow. The Gomxnunity Emergency
Response Training (CEIAT) team; volunteers, and City staff



from emergency management, recreation-and community
services, trafTic engineering; and publicworks also support
the POD operations.

Em~rger~cy Medical S~~vic~s
Los Angeles County Department of Health Emergency
Services Agency developed a Disaster Resource Center
(DRC) program to address issues related to healthcare.
surge` capacity. There are 13 DRCs geographically located
in Los Angeles County: In the Santa Clarita Valley, Henry
Mayo Newhall Memorial Hospital (HMNMH) is one of the
designated DRGs: As-the designated DRC site; HMNMH
is the lead fob 11' other hospitals.

DRCs are hospitals that address surge capacity in a disaster
through procurement; storage,'maintenance and security
of extra'medical equipment, supplies and pharrtiaceuticals.
Each DRC works with hospitals, clinics and other health-
care providers in their geographic location to plan, train,
exercise. and facilitate regional disaster preparedness: Each
DRGalso has capability to mobilize storage trailers outfit-
tedwith equipment and-supplies to set up-a mobile triage
area witfi inflatable surge tents.

HMNMH has a medical cache and a pharmaceutical cache,
ventilators, patient monitors, communication equipment,
security equipment for crowd control, evacuation equ p-
ment and staff to manage the'program: - HMN1vIH also
has the capability to expand and provide care with surgery
beds, isolation areas;:pharmaceuticals, personalprotective
egnipment'for chemical; biological, radiological; nuclear
and :explosive events; and decontamination facilities: In
addition;. HMNMH has'-a certfied'trained decontamna-
tion team, and staff trained in-psychological first aid and
trauma burn care.

When a disaster strikes and it is beyond the-capability of
the local jurisdictions; the affected area would'contact Los
Angeles' County Medical Alert'Genter (MAC). MAC then
would survey other DRCs for items'requested.

Safety issues related to accident prevention overlap some of
the other areas addressed in the Area Plan. As with crime
prevention, design-features can be used to forestall accidents
from trip-and-fall hazards on development sites through
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provision of adequate lighting, clearly delineated pathways,
well-marked ~iuilding entrances; and appropriate selection
and maintenance of landscape material. Accidental injuries
omtrails and bikeways can be prevented through planning
and design as well, including>llumination; sgnage, traf-
fic markings, adequate trail- width and surface material,
removal of hazardous' landscaping and other obstructions,
and safe crossings at intersections. -.Accidents involving
vehicles, pedestrians and bicyclists within the publicright-
of-way can be minimized through installation of traffic con-
troldevices and implementation of other policies contained
in the Circulation Element. Through the design review
process, the layout of parking lots and`driveways on new
development projects is evaluated for potential conflicts
between vehicles, delivery trucks, and pedestrians, in order
to avoid potentially-hazardous areas on the site. Both the
Cityand County continually monitor trafficaccident data
in order to determine if additional traf~'ic control'devices
are needed to maintain public safety, and traffic rnprove-
ments are installed where warranted.

~ ~ ~ i ~ ~

S :, i' i ~ t~ i ~

Based on the existing conditions and issues outlined in the
background sections of the Safety Element; safety planning
needs for the Santa Clarita Valley are summarized below.
Policies and objectives in the following section have been
developed to address these needs.

,\

1. Reduce risks to public safety: and property from seismic
activity and related hazards, through identification
of seismic hazard zones and requirements forseismic

:.design.

2. Identify. and mitigate hazards from soil instability,
including landslides and subsdence,'xhrough identi-
fication of hazard areas and requirements for design
mitigations to address unstalile soils.

3. Plan for and ensure construction and maintenance
of adequate flood control facilities to protect existing

<: and future residents from flood hazards. -

4. Identify risks from, and plan for: emergency response,
in the event ofdam failure from the Gastaic or Bouquet
Canyon Reservoirs.
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5, Address dxainage improvement needs to mitigate local-

ized flooding problems. ,,

6. Require Low Impact Development techniques in plan-
ning and construction, to reduce stormwater :runoff,
promote infiltration, and reduce the need for costly

..flood control infrastructure.

7. Control and regulate new development and construc-
tion in identified floodplains by applying„appropriate
development standards, and implementfederalflood-
pla~n.r~anagemer~t policies to protect public safety
and property.

8. Promote planning for and coordination with- the Los
Angeles County. Fire Department to construct new
fire stations as needed throughout the Santa Clarita
Valley.

9. Adopt and implement policies for fire-safe development
in, urban/wildland interface areas..

10. Require adequate emergency access, street identifica-
tion, and address numbers in all development,,ta ensure
timely response to emergencies.

11. Identify, sign, maintain, and provide public information
regarding; evacuation. routes through and; out of the
Sa~ta,Glarita Valley, in the event of a major disaster.

12. Continue coordinating with other agencies to provide
information and training toresidents about maintain-
ing adequate firebreaks in wildland interface areas.

13..Ensure provision of .,adequate; fire flow. for new
development.

14. Continue providing tree maintenance services for trees
on public property as part of the urban forestry man-
agementprogram, to limit damage during windstorms
from falling limbs.

15. Protect residents from the harmful effects of hazardous
materials through appropriate zoning and develop-
mentstandards, and coordinate with other agencies as
needed on clean-up efforts for contaminated areas.
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16. Continue toprepare, update and implementemergency
preparedness procedures and response plans.

17. Continue to provide training to public officials and
residents on emergency preparedness and response.

18. Cooperate with the Los Angeles County Sheriff's
Department to expand facility space in the Santa Clarita
Valley to meet current and projected law.enforcement
needs.

19. Promote crime prevention through public education
and support of Neighboxhgod Witch, Business Watch,
and OPTED (Crime Prevention Through Fnvironmen-
tal Design) programs.

20. PromoteFmeasures to prevent accidental injury by
ensuring ;adequate :lighting, addressing trip and fall
hazards; analyzing traffic accident data and providing
traffic safety improvements. where needed, promoting
walkable neighborhoods, ensuring safe, trails, and other
similar programs.

21, Cooperate with appropriate agencies and the public to
create a plan to prepare for.and xespond to potential
terrorist activities.



XII. GOALS, OBJECTIVES, AND` POLICIES
The goals, objectives, and policies which apply fo safety
are:

~. °~ ~~ ~
,.

Protection of public safety and property from hazardous geo-
logicafeonditions;including seismic rupture and ground shak-
ing, soil instability, and related hazards.

Objettive 5-1.1
Identify and map areas in the Santa Clarifa'Valley tfiat are sus-
ceptible togeological hazards, for use bythe public and'decision
makers in considering development plans.

Policy 5-7.T:1: Maintain maps of potentially active faults
and fault zones, based on information available from the
Alquist-Priolo Special Studies Zone maps, United States
GeologicaFSurvey; State Board of Geologi§ts; State Mining
and Geology Board; and other appropriate sources.

• PolicyS-1.t.2: Maintain maps ofareas subjectto liquefaction
.and landslides, based on data provided by the State and
other appropriate sources:

• Policy 5-1.1.3: In the event of significant incidents of soil
subsidence, compile data and prepare maps showing
areas with potential for this hazard..

• Policy5.1.1.4: Maintain maps showing potential inundation

areas from dam failure.

06jec~ive.S-1.2
Regulate new development in areas subject to geological
hazards to reduce risks to the public from seismic events or
geological instability.

• Policy5-1.2.1:ImplementrequirementsoftheAlquist-Priolo
Earthquake Fault Zoning Act.

• Policy 5-1.2.2: Restrict the land use type and intensity of
development in areas subject to fault rupture, landslides,
or liquefaction, in order to limit exposure of people to
seismic hazards.
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PolicyS-7:2.3: Require soils and geotechnical reports for new
construction in areas with potential hazards from faulting,
landslides, liquefaction; or subsidence, and incorporate
recommendations from these studies into the-site design
as appropriate.

• PolicyS-1.2.4: Enforce seismic design and kuilding tech-
niques inthe County Building Code.

• Policy 5-1:2.5; Consider the' potentiaP for inundation'from
failure of the Castaic or Bouquet Canyon Reservoir dams
when reviewing development proposals within potential
inundation areas.

+~bJecrlve 5-1.3
Reduce risk of damage in developed areas'from seismic
activity.

Policy5-1.3.1: Identify any remaining unreinforced masonry

buildings or other unstable structures, and require reme-
diation or seismic retrofitting as needed to meet seismic
safety requirements.

Pol~y5-1.3:2Increase earthquake safety in altpublirfacili-
tiesthrough bracing of shelves, cabinets, equipment and
other measures as deemed appropriate.

• Policy3-7.3:3:'Provide informational materials to the public
on how to make their homes'and bu§finesses earthquake
safe.

• Policy 5-1.3.4: Cooperate with other agencies as needed to
'ensure regular inspections of public'infrastructure such`

as bridges, dams, and other critical facilities, and require
repairs to these structures as'nee8ed to prevent failure in
the event of seismic activity.

11s
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Protection of public safety and property from unreasonable

risks due to flooding.

Objec~iv~ S 2.1
Plan for flood protection as part of amulti-objective water-

shed management approach for the Santa Clara River and its

tributaries.

Policy5-2.1.1: On the Land Use Map, designate appropriate

areas within the floodplain as open space for mulXi-use;

purposes, including flood control, habitat preservation,

and. recreational open space. Develppment in„the flood-

plainwill require mitigation as deemed necessary by the

reviewing authority.

r > PoI1cy5-2.1.Zs Promote Low Impact Development standards

on development-,sites, including but not limited to-mini-

mizingimpervious surface area and promoting infiltration,

in order to reduce the flow.. and velocity of stormwater

runoff throughout the watershed.

PoltcyS•2.1.3: Promote the use of vegetated drainage courses

and soft-bottom channels for flood control facilities to

the. extent feasible, in-order to achieve water quality and

habitat objectives in,addition to flood control

Policy 5-2.1.4: Cooperate with other agencies,. as appropriate,

regarding the related issues of flood control; watershed

management, water quality, and habitat protection.

Polity 5-2.1.5: Promote,the joint use of flood. control facili-

ties with other beneficial uses where feasible, such as by

incorporating detention basins into parks and extending

trails through floodplains.

ObjecttveS-Z.~ .
Identify areas in the Santa Clarita Valley that are subject to

inundation from flooding.

Policy5-2.2.1: Prepare and; maintain maps of floodways and

floodpiains based on information from the Federal;Emer-

gency;Management Agency (FEMA):and otherappropri-

ate sources;in order to qualify for FEMA's NationaLFlood

:Insurance Program.
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• Policy5-2.2.2:Identifyareassubjecttolocalizedshort-term

flooding dueto drainage deficiencies.

06jectiv~ S Z..~
Plan for and construct,adequate drainage and flood control.

infrastructure to ensure flood protection:

• PolicyS-2.3.1: Implement drainage master,plans designed

to handle storm flows from the 100-year storm.

• PolicyS•2.3.2:Includefundingfordrainageandfloodcontrol

improvements in the annual:~ounty, Budget.:,

Q6jecfive 5 2.4.,;
Implement flood safetymeasures in new development,,

• Policy5-2.4.7: Require that new development comply with

FEMA floodplain management requirements,

• Policy 5-2.4.2: On the Land Use Map, restrict the type and

intensity of land use inflood-prone areas, or requireflood-
proof cgnstruction, as deemed appropriate. > ,

O6,~ctrve S 2 S
Limit risks to existing developed areas from flooding.

.Policy 5-2,5,1: Address drainage.. problems that-cause flood-

ing onprominent transportation corridors byworking with
multi-jurisdictional agencies and stakeholders to construct
needed drainage improvements.

~, Policy 5-2.5.2: Rrovide for. the maintenance of drainage

structures;and flood control fiacilities to avoid system

malfunctions and overflows.

~~~ ~~ '

Protection of public safety and,property.from fires..

av~eccive s -̀3.7
Provide adequate fire protection infrastructure to maintain

acceptable service levels as established by the Los Angeles
County Fire Department.

• Policy 5-3.1.1: Coordinate on planning for,new fire stations
to meet current and projected needs.



" • ̀Policy 5-3:1.2: Program adequate funding for capital fire
protection costs and explore all feasible funding options

to meet facility needs.

• Pollcy 5-3.13c Require adequate fire flow as a ̀condition of

approval for all new development,-which may include

installation of additional reservoir capacity and/or distri-

'bution facilities:

a6jectiv~ 5-3.Z
Provide for Che specialized needs of fire protection services in
both urban and wildla`nd interface areas.

Policy 5-3.1.1: Identify areas of the Santa Clarita Valley that
are prone to wildland fire hazards and address these areas
in fire safety plans.

Policy5.53:2.2: Enforce standardsformaintainingdefensible
space around structures through clearing of dry brush
and vegetation.

Policy5-3:2:3: Establish landscape guidelin~sforfire=prone
areas with recommended plant materials, and provide this
information to builders and members of the public.

• Policy5-3.2.4: Require sprinkler systems, fire resistant build-
ing materials;' and other construction measures deemed
necessary to prevent loss of life and property from wild-
land'fires.

• Palicy5-3.2.5: Ensure adequatesecondaryandemergency
'accessfarfire apparatus, which includesminmum require-
mentsfor road width, surface'material; grade; and staging
areas.

• Policy 5-3.2.6: For areas adjacent to the National Forest,
cooperate with the United States Forest Service regarding
land use and development'issues.

• Policy53.2.7: Continueto provide information and training
to'the public'on fire safety in wildland interface areas: `

Objectives-3.3
Maintain acceptable emergency response times throughout
the planning area:

C3sapter5; SafetyEl~~e~i

Policy 5-3.3.1: Plan for fire response times of five minutes
in urbarrareas, eight minutes in suburban areas, and 12
minutes in rural areas.

• Policy 53.3.2: Require the installation and maintenance of
street name signs on all new development.

• ̀ Policy 5-3.33r Require the posting of address numbers
on all homes and businesses that are clearly visiblefrom
adjacent streets.

~ „

Protection of public safety and property from hazardous
materials:

Objective S-4e1
Identify sites thafi are contaminated with chemicals and other

hazardous materials, and promote clean-up efforts.

• `Policy5-47:1'Continue to support clean-up efforts and

re-use plans for the Whittaker-Bermite property i'n the

City of Santa Clarita.

• Policy 5-4:1:2s Coordinate with other agencies to address

contaminaCion of soil and groundwater from'fiazardous

materials on various sites, and requiretNat contamination

be cleaned up to the satisfaction of the County and other

responsible agencies prior to issuance of any permits fior

new development. ̀ '

ObJ~cgiv~ 5-4.2
cooperate'with other agencies fo ensure proper handling,
storage; and disposaF of hazardous materials.

• Policy 5-4.2.1: On the land Use Map,'restrict the areas in
which activities that use or generate large amounts of
hazardous materials may locate, to minimize impacts to
residents and other sensitive receptors in the eventof a
hazardous materials incident.

• P,blicy 5=4.2:2: Through the development review process,
ensure that any new development proposed in the vicinity
of a use that stores or generates large amounts of hazard-
ous materialsprovidesadequate designfieatures,setbacks,
and buffers to mitigate impacts to sensitive receptors in
the event of a hazardous materials incident.

220
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• Poliry 5-4.2.3: Require businesses to verify procedures for

.storage,;use, and disposal of hazardous materials.

• Policy 5-4.2.4: Cooperate with other agencies to hold regu-
larevents to promote safe disposal of small amounts of
household hazardous waste, including e-waste, by,Santa
Glarita Valley residents.

~. ~

Protection of public safety through the provision of law enforce-
mentservices and crime prevention strategies.

Ob}~c~eve 5-5.1
Cooperate with the Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department's

plans for expansion of facility space to meet current;and future

law enforcement needs n.the Santa Glarita Valley...

• Policy5-5.1.1: Participate in a multiyurisdictional taskforce to

evaluate alternatives for combining public safety services

with administrative services within a centralized govern-

mentcomplex serving :the entire Santa Clarita Valley.

• Policy 5-5.1.2:-Provide staff assistance to assess,future law

enforcement needs, and work together with the City of

Santa. ~larita, the Sheriff's Department, andother part-

nersxo develop and implement plans for meeting these

:needs.

• Policy 5-5.1.3: Cooperate on implementation of funding

mechanismsfor law enforcement services:

Obj~ttive S-S.2
Cooperate with the Sheriff's Department;on crime prevention

programs to serve residents•and businesses.

• PolicyS-5.2.1: Promote and participate in the Business Watch

program to~ass,ist bu~iness~,owners in developing and

;implementing crime prevention strategies,

• PoIIcyS-5.2.2: Promote and support Neighborhood Watch

programs to assist residents in establishing neighborhood

.crime prevention techniques.

Policy 5-5.2.3:; Provide code enforcement services, to main-

tainminimum health and safety standards and as a deter-

rent to crime.

zzi
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Reduced risk to public safety and property damage from acci-

dental occurrences.

pbjec~►v~ 5-6.7
Reduce damage from high winds through effective urban for-

estmanagement.

PolicyS-6,1.1: Continuetree trimming and maintenance pro-

grams fortrees inthe right-of-way and on publigproperty,

to limit damage from falling limbs.

•: Policy 5-6.7.2:, Promote the planting of: tree types appro-

priate to the local climate, to avoid; breakage by,brittle,

non-native trees.

Abj~[tive S-6.l
Increase public safety through the design of public facilities

anal urban spaces.. .

PolicyS-6.2.1: In reviewing development plans, ensure that

lighting levels are_adequate to provide safe and secure

nighttime use of each site, while limiting excessive or

unnecessary tight and glare.

Policy 5-6.2.2: In reviewing development plans, consider

Crime Prevention Through. Environmental Qesign (OPTED)

principles to increase public safety through establishing

defensible space, clearly delineated public and private

areas, and effective surveillance of common, areas:

• Policy5.6,2.3: In reviewing development plans, ensure that

pedestrian pathways, stairs, steps and rampsare designed

to provide clear and unimpeded passage in grdec to avoid

trip hazards and conflicts with vehicles.

•~ PolicyS-6.2.4: Continue to monitortraffic accident data in

orderto evaluate and address anytraffic contrgl needs to

enhance public safety.

• RolicyS-6.2.5: Usetrafficcalmingdevicesandreducedstreet

widths to slow traffic speeds and reduce accidents; where

deemed appropriate.

ObjertBve 5-6<3 _ .
Provide for the safety of disadvantaged persons:



• Policy5-6.3.1: In cooperation with other agencies, ensure

adequate shelter for homeless persons to limit their expo-

sure to accidentaF injury and illness.

• Policy 5.6.3.2: Implement the provisions of the Americans

with Disabilities Actfo ensure safe travel pathsand accom-

modationsfor person's with disabilities. `

Obj~cfive S-6.~
Minimie damage resulting from aircraft accidents'near the
Agua D~11ce Airpark.

• Policy 5.6.4.1: Require all new development in the vicinity
ofthe Agua°Dulce Airparkto comply with the Airport Land
Use Plan and applicable Federal' Aviation Administration
(FAA) regulations.

~. ~•

Protection of the public through planning for disaster response
and recovery, in order to minimize damage from emergency
incidents'or terrorist activities,

O6jeefiv~ S 7,1
Maintain and implement plans and procedures to prepare for
disaster response and terrorist activities.

•' PolicgS-7.1.1: Regularly update emergency preparedness
and response plans thafiare consistent with Slate plans.

• Policy S•7.1:2'Gontinuetoprovideregulartrainingtopublic
officials and the public on emergency procedures.

Policy 5-7.1:3: Ensure that evacuation routes are clearly
posted throughout the Santa Clarity Valley.

• Policy5-7.1.4: Strengthen communication and cooperation
befween agencies, citizens and non-profit groups to plan
for disaster response.

objective 5-7.1
Rlan for ways to minimize economic and social disruption, and
expedite recovery from emergency incidents:

• PolicyS-7.2.1: In cooperation with other agencies, plan for
temporary shelters for residents displaced by disasters
and emergency incidents:'
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Rolicy 5.7.2.2: Plan for expedited plan check, ̀permitting,
and inspection programs toaid recovery efforts involving
the rebuilding of damaged structures.

• PoIIryS-7:2:3: Ensure that`properrccord`-keeping procedures
are in place for purposesof obtaining!reimbursement from
State and. Federal agencies.

• PoUcyS-7.2:4: Purchase disaster:and eecoverysuppiies Locally`
to assist local businesses in their recovery efforts.

XIV. IMPLEMENTATION 0~ THE SAFETY
ELE ENT

The County of Los Angeles w ll'implement the goals, objec-
tivesand policies of the Safety Elementofthe-Santa Clarity
Valley Area Plan through the following actions:

• Action 7: On'th'e Land Use Map; designate areas that are
subject to potential damage from natural or man-made
hazards for'appropriateland uses, such as open space or
low-density residential, in order to reduce exposure of
°persons and property to hazardous conditions.

• Action 2: 'Revise fhe County Zoning Ordinance and Map,
including Community Standards- Districts, as deemed
necessary to ensure consistency with the goals and poli-
cies ofthe Safety Element.

• 'Action 3: Through the review process for new discretion-
ary development applications, require consistency with
the goals and policies of the Safety Element, including
requirements to mitigate hazards from seismic, geotechni-
cal, soils, flooding; fire, crime, or otherunsafe conditions
as appropriate

• Actlon 4: ̀Review any proposed Area Plan Amendments

to ensure compliance withthe goals arrd'policies of the

Safety Element, and coordinate such amendments with

tfie City of Santa Clarity as appropriate.

• Action 5: Ensure compliance-with seismic safety standards

through plan review and inspection procedures on all new

construction, pursuant to the Los Angeles County Code.

zzz
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• Action 6: Consider the goals and policies of the Safety Ele-

mentwhen updating master plansforflood control, high-

ways,and other County infrastructure and facilities, and

include projects in Capital Facilities Plans as appropriate.

Action 7: Periodically review the Safety Element and other

elements of the Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan. Update

these documents in cooperation with the City of Santa

Clarita as deemed necessary to reflect changing condi-

tions, needs, and policies.

• Action 8: Through the Fire Department, work cooperatively

with the City of Santa Clarita to ensure provision of fire

protection services and facilities throughout the Santa

Clarita Valley, with adequate funding for facilities, opera-

tionsand maintenance.

• Action 9: Through the Sheriff's Department, work coopera-

tivelywith the City of Santa Clarita to ensure provision of

law enforcement services throughout the Santa Clarita

Valley, with adequate funding for facilities, operations

and maintenance.

• Aeion 10: Continue cooperating with the City of Santa

Clarita and other appropriate entities on control of haz-

ardoussubstances, addressing the safe use, storage, and

disposal of these substances as appropriate.

• Action 11: Implement policies and guidelines for hillside
development within the Santa Clarita Valley that are com-
patiblewith City of Santa Ciarita policies and guidelines, to
protect the public from landslides and other geotechnical
hazards.

• Action 12: Implement policies and guidelines forflood con-
trol and drainage improvements within the Santa Clarita
Valleythat are compatible with Cityof Santa Clarita policies
and guidleines, to protect the public from regional and
local flooding (including dam inundation).

• Actiont3: lmplementpoliciesforwildlandfiresafetythatare
compatible with City of Santa Clarita policies, including but
not limited to policies related to fuel reduction and defen-
sible space, building materials and design, emergency
access and evacuation routes, and fire flow requirements,
to protect the public from wildfires.
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• Action 74: Continue to cooperate with the City of Santa

Clarita and other agencies as needed to coordinate disaster
response plans, and respond to emergencies throughout

the Santa Clarita Valley.
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Noise is often defined as unwanted or undesired sound.
Excessive noise levels are not only a potential annoyance
but can constitute a health threat; potentially resulting in
temporary arpermanent hearingloss andmental distress.
Physical health, psychological well-being, social cohesion,
property values, and economic productivity can all be
affected by excessive amounts of noise. The noise environ-
ment is an integral component of the quality of li£e for Santa
Clarita Valley residents.

The Noise dement of the Area Plan is a comprehensive
program for including noise management in the planning.
process, providing a tool for- planners to use in achieving
and maintaining land-uses-thatare compatible with existing
and future environmental noise levels. The Noise Element
identifies current noise conditions within the planning area,
and projects future noise impacts resulting from continued
growth allowed by the Land Use Element. The Element
identifies noise-sensitive land uses and noise sources; and
defines areas of noise impact for the purpose of develop-
ing programs to ensure that residents in the Santa Clarita
Valley will be protected from excessive noise intrusion. As
development proposals are reviewed in the future, the City
and County will evaluate each proposal with respect to the
Noise Element to ensure that noise impacts are reduced
through planning and project design: Through implemen-
tation of the policies and programs of the Noise Element;
current and future adverse noise impacts will be reduced
or avoided in order to protect the general health, safety, and
welfare of the community.
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The issues in the Noise Element include those set forth
in California Government Code Section 65302(f), which
requires that the Noise Element of the Area Plan "identify
and appraise noise problems in the community." Noise
Elements are required to address noise generated from
highways and freeways, arterials and major streets, rail
operations and transit, aviation and airports, industrial
plants, and other stationary noise sources. Noise contours
must be shown for all these sources, and the noise contours
are to be used as a guide for establishing a pattern of land
uses that minimizes the exposure of residents to excessive

OISE Lf MENT
noise. The California Office of Planning acid Research has
developed guidelines to assist local agencies in the devel-
opment of a Noise F,lement. ThisNoise Element has been
prepared: in conformance with the State's General Plan
Guidelines and Governtnenf Code requirements. The Ele-
nlent quantifies the community noise environment in terms
of noise exposure contours for both near and long-term
levels of growth and traffic activity.

The Noise Element is directly related to the Land Use and
Circulation Elements, because traffic on highways and arte-
rial roadways has been identified as a major source of noise
that has the potential to affect sensitive land uses.''WYhin
the context of a noise analysis, sensitive land uses are those
in which persons occupying the use are particularly sensitive
fo-the effects of noise, including housing, 'schools; medical
facilities, libraries, social care facilities, and similar facili-
tie§. The Noise Element contains policies that are intended
fo protect sensitive land uses from noise that exceeds rec-
ommendedlevels. Analysis of noise from mobile sources,
including traffic on streets and highways; airporti activity,
aril rail operations, has been completed for the Noise Ele-
rnent based on projected traffic volumes identified in the
Circulation. Element. The Noise Element is consistent with
policies of the Safety Element because t.contains'`pol ties
and guidelines designed to protect residents from noise
exceeding recommended levels. The Noise Element is also
consistent with the Conservation and Dpen Space Element
because policies in the Noise Element address noise compat-
ibilitybetween sensitive receptors adjacent to parks, sports
and recreation uses, and entertainment centers.

The City of Santa Clarita adopted a Noise Elerient as part
of the first comprehensive General Plan on June 25;1991,
and subsequently amended the Noise Element om May
23` 2000. The 2000 Noise Element contained guidelines
for acceptable:noise levels in:residental, commercial; and.
industrial areas, along with goals and policies designed to
protect residents from excessive noise'l~vels. The Gity has
also adopted provisions in the Municipal Code establishing
noise standards forvarious uses and circumstances:: Chap-
ter 11.40'of the City's Municipal Gode contains restrictions
on "noisy street hawking and advertising." Chapter' 11.44
(tlie City's Noise Ordinance) establishes noise limits for
residential, commercial and manufacturing zones during
daytime and nighttime. hours, and addresses noise from
machinery, construction, and amplification,equipment.
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The stated purpose of this code section is, in part, ̀̀ to pro-

hibit unnecessary, excessive and annoying noises from
all sources," and: the Ordinance contains pzovisions for
enforcement and violations.

The Board of Supervisors adopted the first Noise Element
for Los Angeles County in 1974. The .County also regu-
lates :noise in Chapter 12.08- of the County Code, which
sets forth acceptable- exterior noise levels for noise sensi-
tive areas and for residential, commercial, and industrial
uses within the County's jurisdiction..The County's first
noise control ordinance was adopted in 1977.. In 2001, the
County amended Title 13 of the County Code to prohibit
loud; unnecessary and unusual noise that •disturbs the
peace or quiet of any. neighborhood. 'In addition to these
Countywide provisions, local communities throughout
the County may address local noise concerns intheir indi-
vidual Area, Community, or Neighborhood Plans. Within
unincorporated portions of the Santa Clarita Valley, noise
policies will':be adopted through the Santa Glarita Valley
Area: Plan, developed in conjunction with fihe One Valley
One Vision: planning,effort by the City of Santa Clarita and
the: County of-Los Angeles.

This Noise Element update was prepared in conjunction
with a noise analysis and technical report prepared by
Mestre Greve Associates, a noise consultant. retained to
assist with the: element: their final report, entitled-One
Valley One Vision Noise Element of the General Plan (Tech-
nical Appendix), was-used as the primary reference. This
Technical Appendix contains detailed information onthe
methodology, analysis, and sources of information refer-
enced in.the Noise Element.

I11. 'FUNpN9~NTAL CONCEPTS ~O'NOI~E
ANALYSIS

This section:of the ~t~Toise Element presents background
information on the characteristics,of:rioise; in order to
provide an understanding of how noise levels are measured
for planning purposes.

Sound I.evei end ~reque~cy
Sound is produced when an action causes air pressare:to
vibrate in all directions around the source, similar to waves
produced;in a-pond when a:stone is throwninto:the water:
When people hear sounds; they are'actually detecting the
changes,in air pressure on their eardrums.- Sound can
be described technically in terms of the sound pressure

2~~

(amplitude) and frequency. (similar to pitch). Sound pies-
sure is a direct measure of the magnitude of a sound with-
out consideration for other factors-.that may influence its
perception.

The range of sound pressures that occur in the environ-
me~t is so large that it is convenient to, express these
pressures as sound pressure levels,on;a logarithmic scale,
which compresses the: wide range of sound pressures to a
more usable range of numbers The:standard unit of mea-

surement of sound. is the decibel (dB), which describes
the pressure of a sound relative to a reference pressure.

The frequency (pitch) of a sound'is expressed as Hertz
(Hz); or cycles per second. The normal audible frequency
fox young adults is 20 Hz to 20,000 Hzl' Community
noise, including aircraft and motor vehicles, typically ranges
between 50Hz and 5;000 Hz. The human ear is not equally
sensitive to all frequencies, with.some frequencies judged'to
be louder for a. given signal:than.others: As a result of this,
various methods of frequency weighting have been level-

oped. The most common weighting isthe A-weighted noise
curve (dBA). The A-weighted decibel scale (dBA) performs
this compensation by discriminating against frequencies in
a manner approximating the sensitivity of the human ear.
In the A-weighted decibel, everyday;sounds noanallyrange
from 30 dBA (very quiet) to 100 dBA (very loud). Most
community noise analyses are based upon-the A-weighted
decibel scale. Examples of various sound environments,
expressed in dBA, are presented in. Figure N-1.

Propagation ~f Noisy
Outdoor sound levels decrease as the distance' from the

source increases; and as a resulti`of wave divergence, atmo-

spherie absorption; and ground attenuation. Sound radi-

ating from a source in a homogeneous and undisturbed

manner travels in spherical waves, As the sound wave

travels away from the source, the, sound energy'is dispersed
over a greater area, decreasing the sound power of the wave.
Spherical spreading of the sound wave reduces the noise
level at a rate of 6 dB per doubling of tfie distance.'

Atmospheric absorption also influences the sound levels

received by the observer. The greater the distance trav-

eled, the greater the influence~of the atmosphere and the
resultant fluctuations in sound. Atmospheric absorption

1 Young adults are considered a good baseline population for measuring normal hearing,
because hearing is typically at its best within this group and deteriorates with age.



becomes important at distances of greater, than 1;000 feet.
The degree of absorption varies depending on the frequency
of the sound as well as the -humidity and temperature of
the. air. For example, atmospheric absorption is lowest {i.e:,
sound carries farther) at high humidify and high tempera-
tures: Turbulence and gradients oFwirid temperature, and
humidity also play a role;n determining the: degree ofsound
.attenuation. Certain coridihions;. such :'as air temperature ,
inversions, can channel or focus the sound-waves, result-
ing=in~~higher~noiselevels than~woulii~result from~simple
spherical spreading. Absorption effects in the atmosphere
varywith frequency, with higher frequencies more readilq
absorbed than lower frequencies. Over large distances,'
the lower frequencies become the dominant sound as-the
higher frequencies are attenuated. More information on
atmospheric conditions`affectingthe--noise environment is
included the Technical Appendix; However, for purposes
of land use planning based on consideration of the.effects
of continuous noise sources; local weather conditions are
,typically not a factor in land use decisionsbecause fheyare
changeable and intermittent.

Figure N-1:: Typical Sound levels in A-Weighted Decibels
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D~r~ti~n of Sound
Annoyance from a noise event increases with increased
duration of the noise event; in general; the longer the noise
event lasts, the more annoying it is. The "e~ecfive duration"
of a sound is the time between when a sound rises above
the background sound level- until it drops back below-the
background level. Psycho-acousticstudies have determined
the relationship-bEtween duration and annoyance, and the
amount thaYa sound must bereduced in order to be judged
equally annoying for an increased duration.:Duration is
an important factor in describing sound in !a community
setting.': y

The relationship between duration and noise level is the.
basis of the equivalent energy' principal of sound expo=
sure.. Reducing the acoustic energy of a sound by one half
results in a 3 dB reduction. Doubling the duration of the
sound increases the tofaI energy of the event by 3 dB. This
equivalent energy principal is based on the`premise that
the potential for a noise to impact ~ person independent on
the total acoustical energy content of the noise. Defined in.
subsequent sections of this element, noise metrics such as
CNEL, DNL, LEQ and SENEL are;all based on the-equal
energy principle.

Change pn Noise
The: concept: of !change in ambient sound levels can be
understood with an explanat-ion of the receptor's reaction
to sound. The human ear is a far better detector of relative
differences i-n sound levels than: absolute values of levels.
Under controlled laboratory conditions, listening to a steady
unwavering pure tone sound that can be changed to slightly
different sound levels, a person can just barelydetect a sound
level change of approximately one decibel for sounds in the
rnid-frequency region. When ordinary. noises are heard,
a young healthy ear can detect changes of two to three
decibels. Afive-decibel change is readily noticeable, while
a 10 decibel change is judged by most people as a doubling
or a halving of the loudness of the sound. It is typical in
environmental documents to consider a 3 dB change`as
potentially discernable.

M~ski~g Effect
The tendency for one sound to limit a listener from. hearing
another sound is known as the masking effect. The.presence
of one sound eft'ectively raises the threshold of audibility for
the~second sounds Eor a signal to be heard,: it must exceed
the threshold of hearing for thafiparticular individual and
exceed the masking-threshold far the background noise:
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The nnasking characteristics pf sound depend on many fac-
tors, including the: spectral (frequency) .characteristics of
the two sounds, the sound pressure levels, and:tk~e relative
start time of :the. sounds. Masking. effect. is greatest when
the frequencies of the two sounds are similar or when low
frequency sounds mask higher frequency sounds. High fre-
quencysounds do not easily mask low frequency sounds.

Factors Influ~ncir~g H~m~r~ R~spo~rse ~oS~und,
Many factors influence sound perception and annoyance.
These factors include not only physical characteristics ofthe
sound, but also. secondary influences. such as sociological
and external factors.:Molino, in the Handbook of Noise
Control, describes human response to sound ~n terms of
both acoustic and non-acoustic factors..These factors are
summarized in Table N-1.

Table N-1: Factors Affecting Human Response to Noise

Sound level
Prirnary acoustic Factr~rs Frequency ~~I

Duration

Spectral complexity
Fluctuations in sound
level

Secondary'Acoustic Factors 
Fluctuations in
frequency
Rise-time of the noise
Localization of noise
source

-- Physiology — -----
Adaptation and fast
experience '~,
How the listener's
activity affects

Non-Acoustic Factors 
~~~~~oyance '~~
Predictability of when a ~,
noise will occur i
Whether the noise is ~~
necessary
Individual differences
and personality '~~

Source: C. Harris, 1979

Sound rating scales are developed in reaction to the factors
affecting human response to sound. Nearly all of these
factors are relevant in describing how sounds are perceived
in the community. Many non-acoustic parameters play: a
prominent role in affecting individual response`to noise.
Background sound, an additional acoustic factor not specifi-
callylisted, is also important in describing sound in rural
settings. Researchers have identified the effects of personal
and situational variables on noise ~nr~oyance, .and have
identified a clear association of reported annoyance and
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varzous other individual perceptions or beliefs. Thus, it is
important to recognize that non-acoustic factors as well as
acoustic factors contribute to human response to noise.

Sound R~tir~g 5c~des
The description, analysis, and reporting of community
sound levels is made difficult by the complexity of human
response to :sound, and the large number of sound-rating
scales and metrics developed to describe acoustic effects:
Various rating scales have been: developed to approximate
the human subjective: assessment to fihe "loudness" or'hoisi-
ness" of a_saund. Noise metrics have also been developed
to account for additional parameters such as duration of
sound,'and the cumulative efT'ect of multiple noise events.

Noise metrics are categorized as single event metrics and

cumulative. metrics, Single event metrics describe the none
from individual events, such as one aircraft flyover. Cumu-
lative:metresdescribe the noise;in terms of the total noise
exposure throughout the day..: Noise metrics used in;this

study are described below.

5ingl~ Evert ~I~tr~cs
• Frequency Weighted Metrics (dBA). In order to simplify the

measurement and computation of sound loudness lev-
els, frequency weighted networks`have obtained wide
acceptance. The A-weighting (dBA) scalehas become
the most prominent of these scales and is widely used
in community noise analysis. Its advantages are that it
has shown good correlation with community response
and is'easily measured. 'Ihe metriesused in the Noise
Element are all based on the dBA scale.

• :Maximum Noise Level or Lmax is'the highest noise level
:reached during a noise event. For example, as an air-
¢raft approaches, the sound of the aircraft begins to
rise above ambient noise levels. The closer the aircraft
gets<the louder it is until the aircraft is at its closest
point directly overhead. Then, as the aircraft passes;
the noise level decreases until the sound level again
settles to ambient levels. Such a history of a flyover
is plotted at the top of Figure N-2. It is this metric
to which people generally instantaneously respond
when an aircraft flyover or a loud vehicle like a truck
or motorcycle passes by:

• Single Event Noise Exposure Level (SENEL) or Sound Exposure
Level (SEL) is computed from dBA sound levels, and is

used, to quantify the total noise associated with an
event such as an aircraft overflight or a train pass-by.



Referring again to the top- of Figure N-2, the shaded
area, or the area' within 10 dB of the maximum noise
level, is the area from which the SENEL is computed.
The SENEL value is the integration of all the acoustic
energy contained within the event: Speech' and sleep
interference research can be assessed relative to SENEL
data. The SENEL metric takes into account the maxi=
murir noise level of the event and the duration of;the
!event. Single eventmetrics are a convenient method'for
'describing noise from individual aircraft events. ̀ Th'i§
metric is useful in that airport noise models contain
-aircraft noise curve data based upon the SENEL metric.
In addition; cumulative noise metrics such as LEQ;
CNEL and DNL can be computed from SENEL data:

Cumulafiive Metric,,
Cumulative noise metrics assess community response to
noise by including the loudness of the noise,--the duration
of the`noise, the total number of noise events, and the time
of day these events' occur into one single number rating
scale.

figure N-2. Single and Cumalative Ploise Metric Definitions

Chapter b: Noise ~9~ment

• - Equivalent Noise Level (Leq) is the sound level' correspond'-
ing to a steady-state A-weighted sound level containing
fhe same total"energy as'several SEL events during a
given sample period, Leq is the"energy" average noise
levelduring the time period of the sample: It is based on
the observation that-the potential for noise annoyance
is dependent on the total acoixstieal energy content of
the noise.. This is graphically illustrated in the middle
graph of'Exhibit N-2. Leq can be<measured far any
time period, but is typically measured for 15 minutes;
1 hour or 24-hours.: Leq for a one-hour period is used
by the Federal Highway Administration'for assessing
highway noise impacts. Leq for'one hour is called
Hourly Noise Level (HNL)°in the California Airport
Noise Regulations' and is used to develop Commu=
nity Noise Equivalent,Level (CNEL) values for aircraft
operations.
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• Community Noise Equivalent Level, or CNEL is a 24-hour,

time-weighted ener. gy average noise. level based on
the A-weighted decibel. It is a measure of the aver-
all noise experienced during an entire day. -The term
"time-weighted":refers to the penalties attached to noise
events occurring during certain sensitive time periods.
In the CNEL scale, noise occurring between the hours
of 7 p.m. and 10 p.m. is penalized by.approximately

5 dB. This penalty accounts for the greater potential
for noise to cause communication interference during

these hours, as well as typically. lower ambient noise
levels during these hours. Noise that takes place dur-

ingtk~e nig~~;(10 p,m,=to,7 a.m.)-is penalized by 10 dB.

This penalty was selected to attempt to account for the
higher sensitivity'to noise in the nighttime, and the

`. expected further decrease in background noise levels
that typically occur in the nighttime:

CNEL is graphically illustrated at the bottom of Fig-

ure N-2.:Examples ofvarious noise environments in
terms of CNEL are presented in Figure N-3. The Stafie's
General Plan.Guidelines specify the use of CNEL or
Ldn by local :planning agencies in px~paration of the
General flan Noise Element for purposes. of land use
compatibility planning.,'ihis Area Plan Element uses
CNEL for that purpose.

• The;Daily Noise Level (DNL) index is verysimilar to CNEL,
but does not include the .evening (7 p.m, to 10 p.m.)
penalty;that is included in CNEL. It:daes include the
nighttime (10 p.m to 7 a:m.) penalty.: Typically, DNL is
about,l dB lower than GNEL, although the difference
may be greater if there is an abnormal concentration of

noise events in the 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. time period. , DNL
is specified for.use in all states except California.

• l(%) Lmax and Lmn are .statistical methods: of describ-
ing noise which accounts for variance in noise. levels
throughout a given measurement period. L(%) is a way
of expressing the noise level exceeded for a percentage
of time in a givern measuzement period. ,For example,
:.since five minutes is 25%0 of 20 minutes,.L(25) is„khe
noise level that is equal to or exceeded for five minutes
in a 20-minute measurement period. , It is L(%) that
is used for most Noise Ordinance standards. Lmax

represents the loudest noise level that is: measured. The
Lmax only occurs for a fraction of a second with all the
other noise less than the Lnnax level. Lmin represents

z3i

the quietest noise level during a noise measurement. All

.other noise during the measurement period is louder

than the Lmin.

IV. HEALTH EFFECT5 0E N015~

Noise,.. often described ,as unwanted sound, is known to
have.several adverse effects on humans. From,these known

adverse effects of noise, criteria have been established to help
protect the public health and:safety and prevent dxsrup-

tion of certain human; activities. These: criteria, are based
on effects of noise on people;such as hearing loss,(not a
factor with typical' community noise),: communication
interference, sleep interference, physiological responses,
and annoyance. Each of these potential noise impacts on
people is briefly discussed below.

Figure;N3: Examples of Typical Outdoor CN.EL Levels

CNEG Typical Outdoor Location
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Source:' Adapted from "Information on Levels of EnvironmenEal Noise

Requisite to Protect Public Health and Welfare With an Adequate'Mar-

gin ofSafety,"''EPA,1974.



He~rir~g Liss
Hearing loss is generally-not a concern in community noise
problems, even very near a major airport or a major free-
way. The potential for noise induced hearing loss is more
commonly associated with occupational noise exposures
in heavy industry, very noisy work environments with long
term exposure, or certain very loud recreational activities
such as'target shooting, motorcycle' or car racing. -The
Occupational Safety'and Health Administration (OSHA)
identifies a noise exposure limit of 90 dBA for eight hours
per day to protect workers from liearirig loss (higher limits
are allowed for'shorter duration exposures). Noise levels
in neighborhoods, even in -very noisy neighborhoods; are
not su8iciently loud to cause hearing loss.

Communication Interfierence
Communication interference is one of the'prmary concerns
in environmental noise problems, and includes speech inter-
ference aril interference with activities such as watching
television. Normal. conversational speech is in the range
of 60 to'65 dBA; and any'noise in this range or louder may
interfere with speech. There are various methods of describ-
ing speech interference as a function of distance between
speaker'and listener and voice level:

Steep'Int~r~'ere~~ice
Sleep interference is a major noise concern in noise assess-
ment and is most critical during nighttime hours. Sleep
disturbance is one of the majorcauses of annoyance due
to community noise. Noise can make it difficult to fall
asleep, create momentary disturbances of natural sleep
patterns by causing shifts from deep to lighter stages, and
cause awakening. Noise may even cause awakening that a
person may not be able to recall.

Extensive research has been conducted on the effect of
noise on sleep disturbance, with"varying results. Recom-
mended values for desired sound levels in residential bed-
room space. range from 25 to 45 dBA, with 35 to 40 dBA
being the norm. In 1981; the National Association of Noise
Control Officials published data on the probability of sleep
distuxba-nce with various single event noise levels. Based
on .laboratory experiments conducted in the ;1970s, this
data indicated that noise exposure from a 75 dBA interior
noise level event will cause noise-induced awakening in 30
percent of the cases. More information on these studies is
contained in the Technical Appendix.

Chapter 6: Nnise Elemenf

Physioiogical'espons~s ~a Nn~s~ -
Physological responses are those measurable effects of
noise on people that are realized as changes in pulse rate,
blood pressure, and other vital signs. While such effects
can be induced and observed, the extent to which !these
physiological-responses cause harm or are a sign ofharm
is unknown: Generally; physiological responses area reac-
tinn to a loud short-term noise suchas a rifle shot or a very
loudjet over flight.

Health"effects from noise have been studied around the
world for over thirty-years. Scientists have attempted to
determine whether high noise levels cam adversely affect
human health in ways other than auditory damage, which
is well documented. ;These research efforts ̀ have covered
a broad range of potential impacts, from cardiovascular
response to fetal weight and mortality: While a relationship
between noise and health effects seems plausible, it has yet
to beconclusively-demonstrated by multiple seientific stud-
ies. 'Health effects from noise may also be' associated with
a wide variety of other en"vronmental stressors. Isolating
ihe'effects of aircraft noise'alone as'a source of long-term
physiological change has proved to be difficult in-studies
completed to date; 'More informatiori'on these'studies is
contained in the'Te'chnical Appendix:';

An~~y~nce
Annoyance is the most dif~'icult of all noise responses to
describe. Annoyance is a-very individual'characteristic
and can vary widely from person to person. Noise that one
person considers tolerable can be unbearable to another of
equal hearing capability. The level of annoyance depends
both on the characteristics ofthe noise (including loudness,
frequency, time, and duration), and how much' activity inter-
ference (such as speech interference and sleep interference)
results from the noise. However, the level of annoyance
is also a function of the attitude of the receiver: Personal
sensitivity to noise varies widely: Tt h'as been estimated that
two to 10 percent of the population is highly susceptible to
annoyance from any noise not of their own making, while
approximately 20 percent are unaffected by noise. Attitudes
may also be affected by the relationship between the person
affected and the source of noise, and whether attempts have
been made to abate the noise.

Various studies-have correlated annoyance levels to:CNEL
level's, including awell-known analysis developed by Theo-
dore Schultz. Schultz developed a curve that estimates the
percent of a populace that can be expected to be annoyed
by various DNL (CNEL in California) values for residential
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land use with outdoor activity areas. At 65 dB DNL, the

Schultz curve predicts.: approximately 14% of the exposed
population reporting themselves to be "highly annoyed."
At 6.0 dB DNL this decreases to approximately 8% of the
population.

However, the Schultz curve and- recent updates include
data showing that some communities report much higher

percentages of population highly annoyed at these noise
exposure levels. A 1981 study in Orange County of com-
munities near John Wayne Airport found that populations
n;some"areas were approximately 5 dB GNEL more sensi-
tive.to noise than the average population predicted by the
Schultz curve. T4yhile the precise reasons for t-his increased
noise sensitivity were not identified, it is possible that non-
acoustic factors, including the soco-economic status of the
surveyed population, may have played: a role in increasing
th'e sensitivity of these communities during the period of
the survey. Also, it should be noted that annoyance levels

have. never been correlated statistically;to single went noise
exposure levels;in airport related studies: More information
onthese studies is contained in the Technical Appendix.

5ch~ol Roam EfFects
Interference with .classroom activities and learning from
aircraf# noise is ,an important consideration, and the'subject
of much recent xesearch. Studies :from. around-.the world
indicate that no se,from vehicle traffic, railroads, and air-
craft operations can. have adverse effects. on reading ability,
concentration, motivation, and long term learning retention
among students who are subjected to such noise.'. A com-
plicating factar inthis research is;the extent of background
noise from within the classroom itself. The studies that
indicated the most adverse effects: examined cumulative
noise levels equivalent to; 65 CNEL or higher; and single
event maximum noise levels ranging from 85 to 95 dBA: ~n
other studies,:the level of noise was unstated or ambiguous.
According to these studies, a variety of adverse school rpom
effects canbe expected from;ir~terior noise levels equal to or
exceeding 65 CNEL and ar 85 dSA SEL.;-Some interference
with classroom activities can be expected with noise events
that interfere with speech. As discussed in other sections of
this dement, speech interference begins at 65 dBA, which is
the level of normal conversation. Typical building design
and construction materials: attenuate outdoor noise by

2 for more inFormatign,,see "Hfects of Aircraft Nofse: Research Update on.$elecced Topics,"
by VincenfMestre, published by the Transportation Research Board of the National Ncademies,
2006. ~ -
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20 dBA with windows closed, and 12 dBA with windpws
open. Thus> some interference of classroom activities can

be expected at outdoor levels of 77 to 85 dBA.

i ~ ~ i ~

-: 1 "~ ! ~ ~

The Noise Element of the City of Santa Clarita General Plan,
adopted in May 2000, -identified roadways as the primary
source of noise in the; City. While traffic noise is; still the
major noise source in-the City, other sources of noise have
also become a cpncer~, The Gity of Santa Clarity and County
of Los.Angeles retained a noise consultant, Mestre-Greve
Associates, to conduct a noise study for the One Valley
One Vision (OVOV) planning effort: This study evaluated
existing npise condition~;throughout tk~e planning.: area,
and projected future noise levels based upon.growthand
trafficprojections developed tl~rougl~;the OVOV planing
effort. This section of the element.descxibes existing sources
of noise in the Santa Clarita,Valley,,and-.the methodology
used to analyze noise levels.

~ethodolagy
'twenty sites in the OVOU planning area. were-selected,for

measurement of the existing noise environment. A review
of noise complaints, discussionswith City and.County staff,
and identification of major noise sources in the community
provided the initial basis for development of the community
noise: survey. 'The,.measurement locafiions were ,selected
on the basis of proximity to majox noise sources and noise

sensitivity of the,land use. The measurement locations are
depicted in Figure N-4:

Noise measnrernents were made of the shoat-term Leq
values. These:me~surements provide a short ̀snapshot'
view. of the noise environment; The noise- measurements
were made at an;auerage human receptor. height of about
five feet above the ground. Measurements were made on
August 7 and 8; 2007. The measurements were made with
a Bruel & Kjaer Type 2236 Sound:Level Meter, and tali-
brated every few hours. These noise measurement systems
meet the American National Standards:Institute "Type 1°'
specifications, which is the most accurate for community
noise measurements. The meter and calibrator have current
certification traceable: to the National Institute of Standards
and Technology (NIST).



Resulfis ,
The results of the noise measurements for existing condi-
tions are shown in Figures N'-5a N-5b, and N-Sc. 'These
figures also depict the date and time of the measurement.
The cause of xhe loudest event stdentified and the most
predominant noise sources) are identified. The.quanti-
ties measured were the Equivalent Noise Level (Leq);-the
maximum noise level (Lmax) and the minimum noise
levels (Lmin).

When examining the noise data shown in Exhibit N=5, it
simporfant to note that this data is intended"to identify
not"se>levels over~a'broad range of the study area; it is not
an assessment' of impacts at` these sites: The noise levels
measured cover awide range of noise exposure throughout
the planning area. Iri almost all cases; the major sources
of noise were motor vehicles. The quietest environment
was in a residential area in the foothills; where noise levels
were'often below 50 dBA. The loudest events were genes-
ated by'buses and trucks; and`these evEnts would push the
noise levels into the mid 80 dBA range:' In general; aircraft
noise, industrial'noise; and commercial noise sources did
not appear to contribute significantly to the noise levels
measured.

A detailed discussion of the noise measurements at each
of th"e'20 sites is'presented in the Noise Study prepared by
iVlestre Greve A"ssociates in 2008.

~ois~ Contour Maps
Noise contour maps of fhe planning area were prepared
to show both existing and anticipated future noise levelst
The contour map' of existing noise levelswas based on field
measurements described above. Based on this data; the
consultant concluded that the noise environment in the
Santa Clarita Valley is'attributable'primarily to roadways,
which include both surface streets and freeways. The Union
Pacific Railroad which runs from the'southerrr portion of
the City to the' center of the Gity and then directly to the
east, is'also a major noise~source. The Agua Dulce Airport
is located in the study area;- however, sporadic airplane or
helicopter operations that occur across the OVUV study
area were not determined to be loud enough and consistent
enough to be ~substaritial noise generators.

"Tlie noise contours for the planning area are presented
in Figure N-6 for existing conditions as of August, 2007,
and in Figure N-7 for build-out conditions projected for
the City's General Plan and the County's Area Plan. The
existing contours are based on the existing conditions of
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trafficvolumes''and other sources of noise in`the eommu-
nity'derivedfrom field measurements. The future contours
represent a year 2030'scenario based on firaffic volumes
estimated by a traffic study performed by Austin Foust, a
traffic consultant. The traffic noise contours, including the
average daily traffic, are also presented in a tabular form in
the Appendix to the Noise Element.

The noise contours for arterial roadways and highways
were gen@rated wing a mathematical model' developed
by the Federal Highway Administration ("Traffic Noise
Model;' \7ersion 2:5; April 14 2004)s The Traffic' Noise
ivlodel (TNM) uses traffic volume, vehicle' mix; average
vehicle speed, roadway'geometry, and sound propagat-ion
path characteristics topredict hourlyA-weighted Leq values
adjacentto a road. Vehicle mix is reported!in termsof the
numberof automobiles, medium trucks 'and-heavytrucks.
The truck categories are defined in the TNM model by
number of axles and weight. In order to compute a CNEL
value for roadways, the Hourly data fora 24-hour period are
used according to the'CN.EL formula, Vehicle distribution
overthe`;24 hour daymust be known, including the percent
ofvehicles in the daytime period (7 a.m. to 7 p.m.), evening
period (7 p.m. to 10 p.m.), and night period (10 p.m: to 7
a.m:). The mix of automobiles, medium trucks andhea'vy
trucks has am effect on noise levels. The assumption used to
model noise is based on known frafficmix data. For arterial
roadways, the vehicle mix data'are obtained-from mix data
collected by the County of Orange during extensive surveys
of 53 intersections within the County.' "1-his survey is the
most comprehensive conducted in Southern California,
and is considered representative for the vast majority of
arferiaThighways throughoutSoufhern California. Caltrans
conducts periodic traffic'counts on freeways and publishes
them on fiheir website (www.dot.ea:gov/hq/traffops/safer-
esr/trafdata/). The various truck percentages reported by
Galtrans were used forthe projections on Interstate 5, State
Route 14:and State Route 126;' The traffic mix data used-for
the Noise Element are contained in the Noise Study prepared
for the project by Mestre Greve Associates, included as the
Technical Appendix.

The' Southern Pacific Railroad line handles two types of
trains in the Santa Clarita Valley; Metrolink commuter
rail and freight; In terms of rail noise freight is the more
dominant noise source. Published train schedules were
consulted in 2008 and it was determined that 24 Metrolink
trains run through the Santa Clarita Valley each day. No
precise numbers of daily freight train operations could be
provided; however, it was estimated that up to five freight
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trains pass through theplanning area each day,According

to the Multi-County Goods Movement Action Plan pre-

pared for Los.Angcles County in Apri12008, the number

of;freight trains expected to use the: Union Pacific rail line

from Los Angeles through the Santa Clarita Valley by 2025

ranges #'rom 27-49 txains per day. Based. on this informa-
tion, the model included 48 freight trains per day. Metro,

which operates the Metrolink system, has also prepared an

updated draft 2008 Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTF)

that shows proposed rail facilities and increased operations

throughout its service area. The list of projects for North
Los Angeles County in the LRTP includes adding reverse
commute service on the Antelope Valley line, expanding
capacity on existing trains, and adding four Metrolink
trains from the Santa Clarita Valley to Los Angeles. These
two documents contain the most recent available data on
existing and future planned rail operations in the Santa
Clarita Valley, and were used to generate the existing and
projected train noise contours shown on Figures N-6 and
N-7.

Noise contours on the contour map exhibits represent lines
of equal noise exposure, just as the contour lines on a topo-
graphic map show lines of equal elevation. The contours
shown on the map are for the 60, 65 and 70 dB CNEL noise
levels. These noise contour maps can be used as a guide for
land use planning decisions. The 60 CNEL contour defines
the Noise Referral Zone. This is the noise level for which
noise considerations should be included when making land
use policy decisions.

The contours presented in this report are a graphic repre-
sentation of the existing and future projected noise environ-
ment. These distances to contour values are also shown in
tabulated format in the Noise Element Technical Appendix.
However, it should be understood when consulting these
maps and tables that topography and intervening buildings
or barriers have a very complex effect on the propagation
of noise, because barriers deflect sound waves. The effect of
topography and building placement on specific development
sites was not considered when preparing the noise contour
maps for the entire planning area; therefore, the contours
present aworst-case projection of existing and future noise
levels, and should be considered in conjunction with local
conditions when evaluating specific development plans.
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roj~tted Naise lr~pacts Pram City General Plan, ar~d ;
County Aria Play ~uildout
Because of continued growth and development allowed
by the City General Plan and County Area Plan, trafric
levels will change throughout the planning area i~ future
years, and: the resulting. noise levels will. also undergo a
corresponding change. In order to evaluate tie future
estimated noise; levels, a comparison was -made betW~en
the existing noise levels.and future noise,levels within;the
OVOV planning area (i.e., cuntiulatiye noise increase),-based
an the anticipated growth. permitted by theupdated Gity
General Plan and .County Area. Plan update:.

Table N-2 shows the, expected incremental traffic noise level
increases on the primary arterial roadways that were ana-
lyzed in the ,QVOV traffic study:. The. traffic study divided
up the arterial roadway network into 318. roadway links; the
roadway segment numbers on T~b~e N-2 correspond to the
segment number identified by the traffic. engineer. However,
only those arterial roadway links on which discernable
changes in noise levels are projected are included on Table
N-2; roadway links with negligible change in noise levels
are not listed. Also, since the trafTic study did-not include
local and collector streets; these streets were not included
in the noise model:. Such streets carry substantially less
trafTic, with lower speed limits, tk~an arterial streets, which
reduces the noise generated..

A significance threshold of five (5) dB is often used tq,evalu-
ate a c~ange,in environmental noise.:thatoccurs slowly
over a long period of time. A total of 29 roadwaylinks were
identified that showed ;a change in noise level of 5 ciB or
more between the existing conditions and future build-out
of fihe City General Plan and County Area Plan. The noise
analysis also compared projected future noise levels under

the OVQV planning effort with the noiselevels anticipated

to be generated under-build-out of the: City General;Plan

and County Area Plan that were in effect prior to the Plans
updated through-the OVOV effort. Table N-2 shows roadway
links: that will experience an increase of one (1) dB with
the updated City General Plan and County. Area Plan,as
compared to the previously adopted .City General Plan
and County Area Plan.. As shown by the, minus. signs in
the fourth column of Table N-2,;: many roadway segments
will experience decreased noise impacts under the updated
City General Plan and County Area Plan, as compared with
the previously adopted City GeneralPlan and Gounty Area
Plan:: The land uses listed in the fifth column of Table N-2
were based on observations from. aerial: photographs and
on-site visits.: It should be noted that the land use listed on



the table may not be the same as the zoning designatiori'as
these are generalized land use categories rather'than Area
'Plan designations or zones.

The'Santa Clarify Valley will experience population growth
in upcoming years and'as a result, noise levels will increase
along many roadwags. Some of the roadway'links bor-
dered by residential uses that'will experience-much of the
noise increase include portions of Pico Canyon Road; Via
Princessa; Golden Valley Road,. and•-Lost Canyon Road.
However, with development under the updated City Gin=
eral Plan and County Area Rlari, the noise levels will go
down on more roadways than will go up in comparison to
the currently adopted City General Plari and County Area
Plan: There are'only three roadway-links out of the 318
links that in the' entire roadwag network where the noise
levels'~with the updated'City General. Plan and County Area
Plan increase by'one"(1)<c1B or more; in comparison to the
previously adopted Gity General Plan and County Area
Flan. For purposes of 'evaluating environmental noise,. a
difference of three (3) dB is barely discernable. Only one
roadway link; Ridge Route north ofCastaic;'will experience
a noise increase of 3 dB in comparison- to the -previously
adopted City General Plan and°County Area Plan: `This
area is primarily developed and planned for commercial
uses; which are not considered to be'sensitive to<that level
of noise increase. Therefore, although' the Santa Clarity
Valley will experience substantial increases in traffic over
existing levels and corresponding increases in trafYic noise,
the updated Gity General Plan and County Area Plan will
result in slightly lower-noise levels'for more streets than
would`otherwise`occur under the previously adopted City
General Plan and County Area Plan.

Even for the residential areas where the noise levels are
projected to increase by more than one (1) dB over exist-
ng conditions, 'the Noise Study determined'that irk most
cases residences are currently protected by existing sound
walls or are set back far enough from the-roadway so that
future noise levels generated bybuild-out'under the updated
City General Plan and County Area Plan will lieconsistent
with the'Noise and Land Use Gompatibility'Guidelines.
Therefore, noise impacts in these areas from City General
Plan and County Area`Plan'buld out were determined to
be minimal.

Noise levels were also projected for.the-railroad line that
passes through the Santa Clarity Valley:'Both Metrolink
and freight trains utilize theralroad line. In future years
both the operations of freight and Metrolink are expected
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to increase. A moderate increase in fhe,CNEL noise'level
of 2.4 d$ is projected to occur between existing levels`and
build-out of the City'General Plan and County Area Plan.
This level of noise increase is expected to occ.nr with build=
out under either the previously adopted City: General Plan
and County Area Blan or the>updated Gity General Plan
and County Area Plan. '`The projected 2.4 dB increase for
rail-generated noise is' not considered fo be a sulistanfial
noise increase that would adversely affect communitynoise
levels.
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~• ~•~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ~

2 Ayua Duice n/o Davenport 6.4 0.0

3 Agua Dulce n/o SR 14 6.7 0.0
- - - ~-- _ _ ___ _ _ _ -- - -r -_ _ --

4 Agua Dulce s/o SR-14 4.ft ~ 1.8

~~8 eve Sta~iford s/o V~n~icrbilt 15._~ ~ 0.8

29 Chiquito Cyn (Long Fyn) n/o SR-17.6 11.0 -0.3

Sparse ResicienCial

Open Space I
.- -
1 Open Space

Commercial

Open Space

41 Copper Hill e/o Haskell
r- -- _

i D3venportP/oSierraHwy

~I Dockvdeiler w/o Sierra Hwy

Franklin e/o VVolcoCt Way
-

Golden Valleys/o Plur~~ Cyn

Golden Valley n/o Soledad

I Iiasley Cyn w/o Del Valle

5.3
- __ _ _ __

4.8

-0.2

1.8

Residential _ __ _ _ -
Cor~~mercial43

53

55

57

j 59

68

6.8

~ 9.0

~ 7.8

5.0

6.4

-0.2

0.0
- - -

0.0

0.0

i 0.7

;Sparse Residential

Open Space
- -

Residential

Commercial / I~~clustrial

Olen Space

72 ~ Henry Mayo e/o Comr~~erce Center 5.1 ~ -0.3 (Residential

77 I Lake Hughes e/o Castaic 6.1 -0J ', Mixed

78 akc Hughes e/o Ridge Route 5.4 -2.3 Commeraal

$4 Lost Cyn n/o Jakes Way ' n/a 1.1
-- - _ ___ --
1.1

Residential
- -- _ - - _ _. , _-
Fesidential

-
85 Lost Cyn n/o Canyon Park

T -
~ n/a

87 ~ y Via PrincessaLost C n s/o ~i 7.4
--

-0.4
-- - -
Residential

~, 98 ~

99 ! ,_

-------

Magic Mtn w/o Tl~e Old Road

iUlagic Mtn c/o The Olci Road
_ __
Magic Mtn e/o Valencia

Newhall Ranch e/o Bouquet Cyn

Pico Cyn w/o Stevenson Ranch

---

7.3

5.0 '~

5.;

8.7

~ 9.9

. 0.1

0.2

0.2

0.2

O.0

-0.1

----- _.__.__ .__---
Open Sp~~e

'Office

~ Mixed
L 

-- - -- - -
~ Mixed

Residential ',

Mixed

__
105

128

143

.161` -

162

~Ridge~Route n/n Lake Hughes ~ 8.5

Ridge Route nio C~staic ~ 2.0 3.0 Commercial

172 San Martinez Grande Cyn n/o SR-126 7.0 -1.5 Open Space

233 Stevenson Ranch n/o Poe ~ OJ 1.4 Open Space
---
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254 ~

fhc Old Road n/o Hillcrest
- - - __ __

Ave. Tibbitts s/o Newhall Ranch

E~ 4 -0.3
__ __ i _ _ --- _ _

5.8 0.0

-
Mixed

Commercial

262 Valenda w/o The Old Road 5.8 U.1 !Residential

'~, 276 ~

279 '~

Via Princessa e/o Oak Ridge_ _---
Via Princessa w/o Rainbow Glen

Via Pnncessa e/o Rainbow Glen

5.7 0.0 C Residential

11.3

76

OJ I Residential

280 0.5 Residential

283 \/ia Pr~incessa n/o Lost Cyn 6.8 0.2 Residential

290 Wiley Cyn e/o Orchard Village 5.8 OS4 Residential '~

295 - Wolcott n/o SR-136 7.8 0:0 Open SE~ace

3 "Cumulative Increase" refers to projected noise levels over existing conditions based on development allowed by the OVOV Cit, ~enerai Nlan and
County Area Plan Update•
°"Change Due to OVOV" refers to the nee increase or decrease in pro}ected noise levels between tMe City General Plan and County Area Plan in effect
prior to OVOV• and-the OVOV update A minussign in this column indicates that,future noiselevels are peojecYed Yo be less under the OVQV.Pians than
under the previously adopted Plans•
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In addition totraffic-generated noise impacts; several other
noise-related issues were identified during preparation of
the Noise Element, based on discussions with staff. Some
of these additional noise issues may be addressed in local
planning decisions by the City of Santa Clarita and the
County of Los Angeles, as described below.. With regard
to other noise issues that are outside the authority of local
planning agencies, the discussion below is provided for
informational purposes only.

High~Spe~d Rail M.~w~e _ _

A high-speed rail line is being planned by-the California
High-.Speed Rail'Authority to connect northern. and south-
ern California. The anticipated route of this railway would
run from Sacramento to Los Angeles, and would likely
traverse the Santa Clarita Valley in the area of the Antelope
Valley Freeway (State Route 14) corridor, As the planning
for this project proceeds,, a separate Environmental Impact
Report will be required to evaluate potential impacts of
the proposed high-speed rail line, includingnoise. At.this
time,..the precise route oFthe fuxure high-speed rail line
through the planning area'is not known, and the type of
train and corresponding noise levels have nat been deter
mined. Therefore, no substantive planning in regard to
future noise impacts from high-speedrail can be addressed
in the Noise Element at this time. However, a policy has
been included in the: Element that calls for the City and

County to participate in the review of the high-speed rail
plan documents to ensure adequate mitigation of noise and
other impacts; if and whem the rail project is approved:

High ll~nsity R~~dd~nt~l Deve~oprr~~~t Adj~c~n~ to
Raalr~ad
As part of the OVQU strategy to encourage Transit-Oriented
Development (TOD)in the Santa Clarita Valley; higher
density residential housing, and mixed-use commercial
districts that may contain residential uses, areplanned in
proximity to partions of the railroad corrido~~ currently used
for freight and Ikletrolink passenger service. Most notably,
this will. occur in the areas where the: railroadparallels Rail-
road Avenue and along Soledad Canyon Road, especially
in the vicinity of the Soledad Metrolink Station, which
is well-suited for future transit-oriented development to
occur. The TOD strategy will provide residents with ready
access to public transit for commuting to work and service

C3~apter 6: ~lois~ EB~m~nt

centersthat are accessible by Metrolink, thereby decreasing
dependence on single-use automobile trips, and reduciMg
vehicle emissions anci vehicle-generated noise.

Developing residential uses along. railroad corridors presents
special challenges with respect to noise.: First, constructing
sound walls along railroads is often riot feasible because'of
height restrictions. Sound walls that are constructed may
provide some protection for lower residential floors, but
provide little or-no protection. for the. upper floors..Secondly
although the GNEZ noise scale is the Uest scale to use'for
environmental noise, it is not the only measurement to
consider when dealing with train events,(and, to a similar
extent, aircraft noise). Train noise is what is referred to as
"single event noise". When a: train passes a residence; it
generates loud levels of noise for a short period of time, and -,W al ,
then there, will be no railroad noise for'an extended period
of time. The CNEL scale-accounts for the number of trains;
the time of day that they occur; and how loud the trains
are; but it can be argued that the annoyance and activity
disruption that is generated by the single event of a train is
not fully accounted for in such CNEL measurements: For
example, if a -train passes by and awakens a resident, his
or her main focus is on that one`train and not on the other
factors. that go into tlie'CNEL'scale calculation. The use
of CNEL (or the similar Ldn scale) for noise and land use
planning is required by State code. In most instances, the
use of the CNEL.scale,provides;the best correlation with
how people view the noise environment.

One of the actions the .City and County can take to address
potential annoyance from train noise is to require disclosure
to potential buyers and renters of homes near the railroad.
This notification would provide information to buyers and
renters about the location and type of noise. soixrces in the
area,. and the fact that there, maybe loud events. generated
by these sources, A policy hasbeen included in thisEle-
ment to address disclosure requirements for residents near
the railroad.

In many cases, high-depsity residential and mixed uses
developments contain few outdoor private areas where quiet
can be anticipated. Generally,`dwellrigs in such develop-
merits might be provided with small balcony ox patio areas;
but there is little expectation that the noise levels for these
private outdoor areas will be low. A noise barrier, often
made of glass, is the only way to provide noise protection
for a small balcony area adjacent to a noise. source such as a
freeway or railroad. Balcony barriers are often disliked by
residents because they create a "closed-in" feeling. In order
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tp address this issue, it is recommended that the design. of

high- density residential uses include one or more outdoor
areas in the complex where peace and.. quiet can be found.
Such an area may be provided in communal courtyards, or

a pool area where,people can sit and relax. It is important
to provide noise protection for these areas. Such com-
mon outdoor areas can often be protected through-;site
design, such as by locating buildings or parking structures
between noise sources and..comxnon open space.. A policy
has been included i~ the Element to encourage site designs
for multi-family and mixed~useprojects that promote the
inclusion of common recreational or open space,areas that
are protected from noise.

Mixed-Use De~elopr~~nts tfrat C~r~bir~e Residenti~9
and Nan~R~sid~~ti~~ Uses
The City,General ~~~n and County Area Plan Land Use

Maps developed through the OVOV planning effort shows
several areas that.~an be deye~oped with mixed uses. In
addition, the City o~ Santa Clarita Unified Develgpment
Code allows mixed uses in certain zone, districts,. with

discretionary approval of a development plan. The, ,com-

mercial/residential interface that can,occur in mixed-use

developments presents. special challenges in terms of noise
mitigation. Theprimary: concern is that some commercial

uses may operate through,the evening hours.a~d into the
nighttime hours.., Clubs,,,theaters, late-night restaurants,

and banquet facilities are sonne examples of commercial

uses that could locate in a mixed-use, area and generate
noise into nighttime hours. Another characteristic pf corn-

mercial areas is that the tenants in a building often change

over time,. For example, a bookstore that did not operate

at night could be,replaced by a popular restaurant where

operations could extgnd through the .evening and into

nighttime hours. Because of changes in~,use,.the;noise leYels

that are reviewed when a development plan is approved

may change over time. For these reasons, it is difficult to
properly soundproof residences that are constructed in a

mixed-use development.:,

It would -be desirable to .take.. some additional action in

mixed-use developments so that residents would view the

noise enyironr~ent as favorable. Putting;time limits on the
commercial uses-mightbe viable in some cases, but it may

also deter-some;commerc~al uses from locating in or near

a mixed-use development. The State requires that build-

ings bedesigned to meeta 45 CNEL indoor noise standard
for multi-family residences. It would not be possible to set

an indoor,noise ,standard more restrictive.tha~ the State
standard, because the State law has precedence.
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$uyer and renter notification is often the only recourse in

trying to improve the noise acceptability forxesidents in

mixed-use projects.. The notification should inform the

potential residents that commercial uses are,located nearby,

that their hours of operation may Change from time to time;

and that the use within the commercial area, along with
the noise generation potential, may also change over time.

A policy has been included in this Element to encourage

proper notification of residents in mixed-use deve~opmen~s
of potential noise levels.

Agua Dulce Airport
The Agua Dulce Airport is located in the northeast quadrant

of tl~e Santa Clarita Valley, in a pgpulated rural area under

the jurisdiction. of the County; of Los Angeles. The airport

is privately owned but is open to the pubic, The;~irport has
a single 4,600 foot-long runway and selves general;aviation

aircraft only, There are many noise restrictions in place for

flight operations. No night operations ark allowed at the

airport.;. Aircraft are not allowed to fly within_ 1,000 feet
of xhe Agua, Dulce Elementary School,., which is located

one mile southwest of the airport. If aircraft depart to; the

north on Runway.4, they are to avoid flying over the;homes

2,000:feet norfiheast of the end of the runway. Finally;

touch-.and-go practices are not allowed at the airport. A 65

GNEL noise contonr.has,been generated for the airport:by

the County of Los Angels and is included in the Technical
Appendix. The noise contour barely extends past the ends of

the runway and does not impact any residences. Therefore,

no significant. noise..effects from airpoYt operations were

identified in the Noise Study.

Six Flags Magic,fll~aunfiain Theme Park
Six Flags Magic;Mountair~ is an am~}sement park located in

the western quadrant of the Santa Cllr to Valley planning

area. The park operates a large number of thrill rides includ-

ing anumber of roller coasters, has live entertainment,

and peripdically puts. Qr~ .firework displays., 'The firewo~r~Cs

~lisplays;occur prgdomi~antly during the summermonths

and at 'Th,an~sgivir~g and.Christmas. With the; exception

of the display on, July 4th, which typically lasts 15 minutes,

the displays last- between one and two minutes. ,111 die-

plays. occur before 10:00 p.r~;i. Fireworks are an impulsipe

noise source,-which means, under S,ection~,,~~~08.190,;of

the County's Noise Ordinance,-that it is of short duration;

usually less than one second and;of high intensity, with an

abrupt onset and rapid;decay. ,



The noise levels and hours of operation around the park
vary considerably depending on the't me of day, the day
of the week, the preserl'ce of holidays, and the season of the
year. 'The poise levels'generated by park activities can be
heard for a considerable distance around the park at certain
times. People'buying or renting homes in°the area maybe
surprised later t~i~hen they can hear park activities. A buyer/
renter notification program may be appropriate for new
developmenfs that locate in the area; and a policy has 6e'en
included in the Element to encourage proper notification,
where appropriate.

Speg~l ~v~~ts=
Special events; such as outdoor concerts, may tie held in
the planning area on an irregular or regular basis. ̀ The
noise levels'as they impact surrounding parcels would be
limited by th'e' Los'Angeles County Noise Ordinance and
the Santa Clarita'Noise"Ordinance.'7he noiseordinances
apply to any events that' are field on private property. The
City of Santa Clarita Noise Ordinance consists of Chapter
T1.44`of Municipal Code: The limits contained nthe ordi-
Hance would apply to any special event, with only "lawfully.
conducted parades" and "emergency work" exempted from
the Ordinance. The Los Angeles County' 1Voise Ordinance
is contiained'in Chapter 12.08 of the County Code. Similar
to the City of Santa Clarita Noise Ordinance, the Los Ange-
les County Ordinance contains specific noise'limifs that
cannot be exceeded at the property bouhdary. Tl'~e limits
vary depending on the time of day and'land uses involved:
Finally,`it shoald be'noted that the noise ordinances are
contained in the City or County codes, and are not part
of the Noise Element of the Area Plan. Control of noise.
sources on private property is usually regulatetl.through
the imposition of a cifiy or county regulation;' and is not
typically part of ari "Area Plan.

Em~rge~cyV~hiCl~s
Noise generated by emergency vehicles is not under the
control of the City or the County. ̀Both the City and County
noise ordinances exempt'emergency operatiorisfrom noise
regulation. The'State has preempted local jurisdictions
from controlling noise generated by emergency equipment.
The use of sirens on polite vehicles, ambulances, and fire
trucks cannot be'controlled by the City-or "County.' Simi-
larly, emergency flights of helicopters and airpla~ies can-
not be`controlled by the City or County.' Therefore, noise
from these sources is not subject to policies in'the Noise
Element. However, the location of heliports and helipads
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is subject to zoning requirements for discretionary review;
and'to environmental review pursuant to the California
Environmental~~Qualitiy Act.

VI~a. PLANNING STRATE~GI~S TO MINI~IZ
NOISE IMPACTS

The information on`existing and~future projected noisy
levels described'in the previous sectiions of-this Element
has been. used`as a guideline'for the development of'poli-
cies to ensure that land uses are compatible with the noise
environment. This information will also provide baseline
levels and noise source identification for enforcement of
local noise regulations.'

The most basic planning strategy to minimize adve"rse
mpacts'on new land uses due to`rioise is to avoid designating
sensitive land-uses in areas #fiat are subject to'high Tevels
of noise: Usessuch as schools, hospitals; child care; senior
care, congregate'c~re,'churches, and all types of residential
use should'be located outside of any area anticipated to
exceed acceptable noise levels as defined by the Noise' and
Land Use Compatibility Guidelines, or should be protected
from noise through" sound attenuation measures such as
site and architectural design and sound walls: The ̀State
of California has adopted guidelines for acceptable noise
levels in various"land use categories (California' Office "of
Planning and' Research; General Plan`Gudelines 2'003;
Appendix C): The City o~Sarita Clarity anii the County of
Los Angeles have ad"opted these guidelines'in a modified
form'as a basis for planning'decisionsbased on noise con-
siderations: The modified guidelines -are shown in Figure
N-8. Modifications were made to eliminate overlap between
categories in the table; in order to make the guidelines easier
for applicants and decision makers to interpret and apply
fo planning decisions:"'

As described earlier in this Element; most residential uses
throughout the planning area have generally been designed
with adequate setbacks from noise sources such as arterial
roadways, or have been pfotected by sound walls: This'mea-
sure has'already been implemented throughout the planning
area and will continue to be appliedin'the future; based
on the policies in'the Element: However, future'residential
development next to Interstate 5 may require' increased
wall height for'sound attenuation, based on projected traffic
volumes:' Excessive walPheighYneeded foynoise control is
subject'to both engineering and aesthetic constrain"ts:-Sound
wall heights greater khan 16 feet'are generally considered to
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be infeasible, and the appearance of walls this high may not
be acceptable in rural residential areas. Therefore, a policy
has been included in the Element that prohibits residential
buildings within 150 feet of the Inter&tate 5 (I-5) centerline.
The policy references the centerline because the right-of-way

width. for I-5 varies throughout the planning area. It should
be noted that the recommendation to require a separa-
tionbetween freeways and residential uses for purposes of

noise attenuation is in accordance with other adopted State

guidelines. The California Air Resources Board (GARB)

has identified airborne pollutants generated from diesel
exhaust as a potential health risk ~o residents next to free-
ways, and has also adopted recommended spacing criteria

for residential used adjacent to freeways.

For uses that are not classified as noisesensitive but which

maybe subject to potentially significant noise impacts, site
planning,and design standards can be used to reduce noise
impacts...Through the design and environmental review

processes, mitigation measures may be applied such as
buffer zones to increase separation between uses; earthen

berms, walls, and other noise attenuation~devices; site plan-

ning and. building orientation to shield. outdoor spaces;
orienting windows away from noise sources; and use of
acoustical building materials and double-paned windows.
Policies encouraging these measures have also been included
in the Element. _

For uses that are subject to single event noise levels, such

as noise generated by trains, mixed uses, or entertainment
uses, it is recommended,that adequate disclosure of these

noise sources beprovided to potentialrenters and home-

buyers. A polity has been .included in the Element with

suggested disclosure language.
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Based on the existing conditions and projected growth as

described in the background sections of the Noisy Element,
the major noise issues for the Santa Clarita Valley are sum-

marized below. ~'olicies,and objectives in this Element have
been developed to address these issues.

1. Existing and projected noise generated. by traffic on

freeways, highways, and arterial streets were evalu-

ated, and noise levels should be considered in land.use
planning for adjacent areas.

2. Existing and,projected noise generated. byMetrolink

and freight rail were evaluated, and noise levels should

be considered in land use planning for areas, adjacent

to the railroad.....

3, .Residential neighborhoods and other noise sensitive

land uses should be protected from excessive noise.

4. Potential;noise fmpactsfrom any future high-speed rail

project should be evaluated: and mitigated through the

appropriate environmental review process.,

5, .Proposed new development projects should be reviewed

to ensurethat noise impacts are mitigated to accept-

able levels.

6. Coordination with other agencies should be ongoing

to ensure that noise impacts from freewayprojectsand

other public improvements are mitigated..:

7. Compatibility of land uses inmixed.-use developments
with respect to noise should be considered in future

land nse decisions.

8. Adequate;disclosure should be required; tQ residents

who maybe affected by possible noise sources that
cannot.be abated,

9. Consistency between the City of Santa Clarity and the

County of Los Angeles with respect to the Noise and
Lana Use Compafibiliry Guidelines contained in Fig-

ure N-8 is intended to maintain a safe and healthy noise

environment for all Santa Clarity Valley residents...



IX. GOALS, OJECTIV, AND`POLICIES
The goals, objectives, and policies which apply to noise
are:

~. ~ ~

A healthy'and safe noise'environment fgr Santa Clarifa Valley
residents, employees, a'nd visitors:

~36j~c~ive'N=1.1 . ,
Protect the health and safety of the'residents`ofthe Santa
~larita Valley bythe elimination, mitigation; and'prevention of
significant existing and future noise levels.

Policy N-1.1.1:" Use the Noise and Land Use Compatibility
'Guidelines'contained in Figure N-8, which'are consistent.
with State guidelines, as a policy basisfor decisions on land
use and development proposals related to noise.

• Policy N-1.1:2: Continue to implement the adopted Noise
Ordinance and otherapplicable code provisions, consistent
with state and federal standards, which establish noise
impact tfiresfiolds for noise`abatement and attenuation,
in ostler to reduce potential' health hazards'associated
with high noise levels.

• Pollcy N-1.1.3: Include consideration of potential 'noise
impacts in land use planning and development`review
decisions.

• 'PolicyN-11:4: Control noise sources adjacent to residential,
recreational, and communityfacilities,and thoselanduses
classified as noise sensitive.

'• PolicyN-1.1.51 'Monitor and update data and information
regarding`current ondprojected noise levels in tHe`plan-
ningarea.

• Policy'N=1.1.6:`'Provide development review comments on
projects proposed by other`agencies and special districts
that may generate noise impacts affecting land uses within
the Santa Clarita Valley, including any freeway and high-
-speed rail projects.

Protect residents and sensitive receptors from traffic-generated
noise.

Chapter 6: Noise Eie~~a~t

abj~ctive Al=1.1
Prevent and mitigate adverse effects of noise generated from
traffic on arterial streets and highways through implementing

noise reduction'standardsand programs.

PoUcyN-2.1.7: Encourage owners of existing noise-'sensitive
uses; and require owners of proposed noise sensitive land

uses, to construct sound barriers to protect users from

significant noise levels, where feasible and appropriate.

• Polity N-2.1.2 'Encourage the use of noise absorbing barn-

ers, where appropriate.

• PolicyN-2.1.3: Where appropriate, coordinate with the Cali-

fornia Department of Transportation (Caltrans) to ensure

that'sound walls or other noise barriers are constructed
alonglnterstate 5 and State Route 14 in the immediate
vicinity of residential and otheYnoise sensitive deJelop-
ments,where setbacks and othersound alleviation devices

do not exist.

• PolicyN-2.1:4: Reduce significant noise levels related'to
through=traffic in residentiafareas bypromoting subdivi-
sign circulation designs to'contain a hierarchy of streets
which efficiently directtraffic to highways. "

• Policy N-2.1.5: Encourage employers to develop van pool

and othertravel demand management programs to reduce

vehicle trip-generated noise in the planning area.

• Policy N=21.6: Work with the City of Santa Clarita Transitto

improve and expand current publictransit services and

route`s to reduce Vehicle trips and resulting°noise levels.

• PolicyN-2.7.7: Require vehicle owners to properly main-

taintheir equipment to avoid generating excessive noise

levels.

:Goal ~3"✓~Reiid~ent~al'Nei~hborh~osds=`.

Protect residential neighborhoods from excessive noise.

Objee~iv~lV-3.a
Prevent and mitigate significant noise levels in residential
neighborhoods.

• PolicyN3.1.1: Require that developers of new single-family
and multi-family residential neighborhoods in areas where
the ambient noise levels exceed 60 CNEL provide mitiga-
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tion measures for the new residences to reduce interior

noise levels to45 CNEL, based on future traffic and railroad

noise levels.

• Policy N-3.1.2: Require that developers of new single-fam-

ily:and multi-family residential neighborhoods:in areas
where the projected noise levels exceed 65 CNEL provide
mitigation measures;(which may include noise barriers,
setbacks, andsite design) for new residences to reduce
outdoor noise levels to 65 CNEL, based on future: traffic
conditions. This requirement would apply to rear yard

-areas for single-famlydevelopments, and to private open
space and common eecreational and open space areas for
multi-family deyelapments. ,

• PolicyN-3.1.3: Through enforcement of the applicable Noise
Ordinance;: protect residential neighborhoods from;noise
generated by machinery or activities that,produce signifi-
cant.discernablenoise exceeding recommended levelsfor

residential uses,

• PolicyN-3.1.4: Require that those respons)ble for construo-

tion activities develop techniques to mitigate or minimize

the noise impacts on residences, and adopt standards that

regulate noise from construction activities that occur in
or near residential neighborhoods.

• Policy N-3.1.5: Require that developers of private schools,
childcare centers, senior housing, and other noise sensi-
tiveuses in aeeaswhere the ambient noise level exceeds
65 dBA (day), provide mitigation measures for these uses
to reduce interior noise to acceptable levels.

• Policy N-3.1.6: Ensure: that new residential buildings shall
not be located within 150 feet of the centerline for Inter-
-state 5.

• PoIIcyN3.7.7: Ensure that design of parks,recreationalfacili-

ties, and schools minimize noise impacts to residential

neighborhoods. '

• Policy N•3.1.8: As a condition of issuing permits for special

events, require event promoters to mitigate noise impacts

to adjacent sensitive uses through limiting hours of opera-

tionand other means as appropriate, which may include

notification to affected residents.

• Policy N-3.1.9: Implement a buyer and renter notification

program for new residential developments where appro-

priate, toeducate and inform potential buyers and renters
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of the sources of noise in the area and/or new sources of

• noise that may occur in the future. As determined by the

reviewing authority, notification may be;appropriate in

the following areas:

a. Within one mile of Six Flags Magic Mountain theme

park, potential buyers and renters should-receive

notice that noise may occasionally be generated from

this facility and that the frequency and loudness of

noise events may change over time.

b. Within 1,000 feet;of the railroad, potential buyers

and renters should receive notice that noise may

occasionally be generated from this facility and that

the frequency ;and loudness of noise events may

::change over time.

c. Within 200 feet of commercial uses in mixed-use

developments, potential buyers and renters should

receive notice that the commercial uses within the

mixed-use developments may generate noise in

excess of levels typically found in residential areas,

that the commercial uses may change oveC:time, and

:;the associated noise levels and frequency of noise

events may change along with the use.

d. Within 1,000 feet of the Saugus Speedway, in the

event speedway operations are resumed: in the

future.

►. ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Protection ofsenstive .uses from cort~►mercial and industrial
noise generators.

abje~rru~~-a,r
Prevent„mitigate, and minimize noise spilloverfrom commercial

and industrial uses into adjacent residential neighborhoods and

other noise sensitive uses.

• PolicyN-4.7.1: Implement and enforce the applicable Noise

Ordinance to control noisefrom commercial and industrial

sources that may adversely impact adjacent residential

neighborhoods and other sensitive uses; ,

• PolicyN•4.1.2: Requireappropriate nolsebuffering between

commercial or industrial uses and residential neighbor-

hoodsand other sensitive uses.



• = Polity N-4.1.3s AdopCand enforce standards fior the control
of noise'from commercial and entertainmenfesfiablish-
ments viwhen adjacent to residential neighborhoods and
other sensitive uses.

X. IMP~.~INTAT~ TOI
ELEM~N~'

The County of Los Angeles will implement the goals, objec-
tivesand policies of the Noise Element of the Santa Clarita
Valley Area Plan through'the following actions

Action 1: On the Land Use Map; designate areas that are
subject to noise for appropriate land uses; in order to
reduce exposure of persons and property to hazardous
conditions.

Action 2: Implement the noise provisions of the County
Code.

Action 3: As part of the review process for new discretion-
ary developmentapplicationS, require consistency with
the goalsand policies of the Noiseflement,including the
guidelines for land use and noise compatibility, through
requiring detailed noise analysis and mitigation of interior
and exterior noise levels for resideritiaf and other sensitive
uses; where appropriates

• Action 4: Reviewand provide nputon projects undertaken
by other agencies, inducting Caltrans and high speed
rail projects, which may affect the noise environment
to ensure that acceptable noise levels are maintained'to
protect residents.

• Action 5: In the design of County facilities that have the
potential to generate noise;'such as parks, outdoor concert
or sports" venues, or transit facilities; ensure that`noise
impacts are mitigated to protect adjacenY`sensitive' land
uses.

• Action 6: 'During constract►on within public right-of-way
for road widening or other improvements, control'noise
impacts on adjacent sehsitive uses throughhours ofopera-
tion, noise reduction requirements on equipment, and
other appropriatemeasures.' -

th~pter 6~ Ngis~ Eieme~t

Action 7: Through code enforcement, monitor noise condi-

tions throughoutthe unincorporated portions of the Santa

Clarita Valley, and enforce noise regulations;`as needed,

to protect public safety and welfare.

Action 8: Ensure` compliance with` building standards

for noise-attenuation, such as insulation and window

types, through plan`reView and inspection procedures

on all new construction, pursuant'to adopted codes and

ordinances."'

Action 9i Review any proposed Area Plan Amendments to

ensure compliance with applieable'goals andpolicies of

the NoiseElement; coordinate thisreview with the City of

Santa Clarita, as appropriate.

Action 10: Monitorthe effectiveness ofthe Noise Element in

achieving the''goals'of protecting property; public health,

and'sa#ety;'initiate! amendments tHereto`as needed to

meet changing conditions, needs, and policies; coordi-

nating such amendments with the City of Santa Clarita,

as appropriate.

Action 11i Work with owners ofcommercial and industrial

uses to encourage businesses to limit employee'exposure
to loud noise, and to reduce noise spillover onto adjacent
businesses and properties.

Action'12:: Require the provision of disclosuresto potential
renters and buyersof residences in areas subject to noise
events; where appropriate:

Action 13: Control noise from special events through condi-
tions'of approvalandenforcement.

• Action t4: Where feasible, assist or cooperate in the build-
ing of sound walls to mitigate noise impacts on sensitive
land uses, -
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PPENDIX
~. s~~Ni~icA~r ~~aL~~~ra~ ~R~a
STUDIES

The County began to indentify biological resources, such
as the Santa Clara River, and valley oak savannahs, in the
1970s. In 1980, 61 of these biologically significant. areas
were adopted as part of the Conservation and Open Space
Element of the Countywide General Plan, five of which
were subsequently adopted in the Santa Clarita Valley Area
Plan. A number of the SEAs were islands of significant
habitats within larger undeveloped areas in 1980, which
was thought would provide sensitive plants and animals
ample open space and ensure their continued existence. , ~,~~,
Since 1980 however, many of-these areas were impacted by
rapid development activity within and around the SEAs,
dramatically reducing xhe opportunity. for species rnove-
ment and genetic dissemination.

In January 2001, the. County released'the Los Angeles
County SEA Update Study 2000. Conservation planning
was the fundamental goal of thisupdate; which:was designed
to accomplish the. following: evaluate existing SEAs far
changes in biotic conditions and consider additional areas
for SEA status; delineate SEA boundaries based upon biotic
evaluation; and propose guidelines for managing and con-
servingbiological resources within SEAs.

The SEA Update Study 2000 was based on scientifically
grounded concepts regarding the size and type of linkage
systems necessary to sustain the'biologically,diverse plant
and animal species that are found within the County. The
methods used to identify and delineate SEAS was multi-
faceted, including: a broad outreach program focusing
on .government resource agencies, academic institutions,
conservation groups, and the general public; a compre-
hensive database and literature review; field study; and the
interpretation of aerial photography.. The SEA 1VIap depicts
each area that has been designated as ecologically significant
because it meets one or more of the following criteria:

See chart on next page.
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TABLE Al-1,; Los'A

A) The Habitat of Core Populations of
Endangered or Threatened Plant or
Animal Species

B) ~On a Regional Basis, Biotic
Communities, vegetative
Associations, and Habitat,of Plant and
Animal Species that are either unique,
or are restricted in distribution

C) Within Los Angeles County,
Eiotic Communities, Vegetative
Associations, and Habitat of Plant and
Animal Species that are either unique,
or are restricted in distribution

:Study Criteria

These areas are important in maintaining viable plant and/or anii~~al populations
for those species recognized by sCate and or federal resource agencies as being
extremely low in numbers or having a very limited amount of suitable habitat
available. The terms °~~~ndangered"and "threatened" have precise ri~eanings defined
in both state and federal law (see belovd). The identification of °core population"'
will be determined key the United States Fish &Wildlife Service (USFWS) and the
Califoi nia Department of Fish &Game (CDFG). This criterion is not meant to
constit~rte a recovery program for listed species but rather one element of a more
compeehensive conservation effort for the long tei m sustainment of listed species
within the county. At the local Icvel, recovery programs of both the C~FG and the
USFWS have measures in place which can impose severe penalties for ttie °take " of
listed species or their habitat.

Federally Endangered: ''any species which is in danger of extinction throughout all
or a significant portion of its rangy ..."

Federally Threatened: "any species which is likely to become an endangered species
within Che foreseeable future throughout all or a significant portion of its range."

State Endanger~ecl: "... a native species or subspecies of a bird, mammal, fish,
amphibian, reptile, or plant which is in serious danger of becoming extinct
tlu~oughout all, or a significant portion, of its range clue to one or more causes,
including loss of habitat, change in habitat, overexploitation, predation, comE~etition,
or disease."

State Threatened: "... a native species or subspecies of a bird, mammal, fish,
amphibian, reptile, or plant that, although not presently threatened with extinction,

is likely to k~ecorl~e an endangered species in the foreseeable future in tf~e absence of
the sE~ecial proi~ection and management efforts requited by this chapter [California
Code of Regulations, Title 14, Sec 670.5]. Any animal deteri~~ined by the commission

as rare on or before January 1, 1985 is a threatened species."
--

The purpose of this criterion is to identify biotic ~ esources that are uncommon
on a,regional basis. The geographical. region considered could be'as small as the
southern California coastal plains, the Transverse mountain,ranges,,the Mojave
Desert, the southern California coastline, etc.; or they could be as large as southern
California, the Pacific coast, all of`C~alifornia the western Untetl States, or even
:larger. The point being that the community, association, or habitat is either-:
unique or restricted in distribution in an area larger than the political boundaries
of Los Angeles County (i.e., coastal sage scrub, native grasslands, or vernal,pools). ,
Resources that are limited in distribution in the region being considered, but
common elsewhere, are also included under thi's category.

The purpose of Chis criterion is to identify biotic resources that are uncomi~~on
within the political boundaries of Los Angeles County, regardless of their availability
elsewhere. The County has a high diversity of biological components. It and
San Diego County are the only counties in the United States that possess coastal,
i~~ontane, and desert subregions within their bo~indaries. It is a rich heritage thaT few
local governments have ~n opportunity to preserve.

fvlany biotic cor~~munities thati were once common in Los Angeles County have been
severely red~iced due to urban and agricultural development phis is esF~ecially true
south of the San Gabriel Mountains, and among the agricultural fields ofthe North
County. Other biotic features have never been common.

ne term °core popul~. u: i" a~ used here is a yepFeral k,~ol~gic.ai germ referring iu a known and/or a v~aule puNUlatiu~ r Other locations of enda~ iyc: ~d
or threatened plant or .animal Species may also occur in Los Angeles County which are not within; a SEA•' It should also be noted that the eoncept`b"
core populations is consistent with current thinking of the USFWS and the CDFG
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D) Habitat that at some point in
.the life cycle of a species or group
of species, serves as Concentrated
Breeding, Feeding, Resting, or
Migrating Grounds, and is limited in
availability either regionally or in Los
Angeles County

I_) Giotic resources that ire of
scientific interest because they
are either an extreme in physical/
geographical lirnitations, or~ represent
unusual variation in a population or
C O ITI ITl U Yl I Y y

F) Areas that would provide for the
preservation of relatively ui~clisturk~ed
examples of the original na#ural biotic
communities In Los Angeles County

Species or groups of species, at various points in their life cycles, tend to congregate
in certain areas. These areas possess resources that are essential to the maintenance
of specific wildlife species. This criterion is intended to identify those areas that are
limited in distribution either regionally or in Los AngelesCounty, and not the primary
habitat of common species or groups of species.

Often Yimes scientists loam the il~ost about a biolor~ical phenomenon by studying it
at an extreme in its distribution. This frequently reveals the biological and ecological
parameters under which it can survive. in addition, isolated populations and
cori~munities often arc relicts of v✓hat ~~vas preser~t in an area ~t some previous time,
and i~~ay show genetic traits not found elsewhere in 'the species. These biological
and ecological parameters may be useful in determining taxonomic relationships.

Tfic i~~tent of this aitc rion ryas to identify examples of the primary biotic resources
m Los Angeles County. At least one example (e.g., native grassland, valley oak
savannah) of each vegetation type will be se{ected from the various g~ographieal
regions in the County in order to preserve basic bio-aeoaraphic diversity. '

'~ The term "core popttlation" as used here Is.a general bio_IQgical term referring to a knnwn and/oe a.v(able population• Ocher locations of endangered
!or threatened plant of animal species may also occur iri Los~Ang~{es Cowity which ark not within a SEA it should also be naffed fihae the concept of
core populations is con,istent with currentthinking of the USFWS and the CDFG•

11. CRUZAN I~~SA V~~NAL PQ0~,5
General
The.Cruzan Mesa Vernal Pools Significant Ecological-Area
{SEA)-lies in the southeastern end of the Liebre Mountains,
north of the Santa Clar-a River, and southeast, of Bouquet
Canyon. 'The SEA boundaries encompass the watershed
and drainages of the Cruzan Mesa and Plum Canyon vernal
pools, considered as -a single ecosystem within the SEA.
'The SEA is located within an unincorporated porfiion of
Los Angeles County and lies entirely within the United
States Geological. Survey (USGS): California Mint Canyon
Quadrangle.

Destrip~tion
The Cruzan Mesa Vernal Pools $EA includes mesas, canyons
and interior slopes, with Plum Canyon creek running east-
westthrough the southern portion of the overall SEA. Tie
extent of:the SEA encompasses the watershed supporting
both of these regionally uriic~ue vernal`pools, including ̀ '
the immediate watershed surrounding both systems and
the corridor in between. Plum Canyon forms the major
drainage running east.-west through the southern por-
tion of the SEA, draining west toward Bouquet Canyon.
Uplands within the SEA are comprised of slopes and c~n-
yonssupporting coastal sage scrub orscrub-chaparral veg-
etation. The Cruzan Mesa vernal pool complexlies within
an elevated, topographically enclosed basin atop an eroded
foothill between Mint and Bouquet canyons. The Plum

Canyon vernal pool, situated in a landslide depression on
a hillside tetxace, is smaller than. the Cruzan Mesa pools;
but possesses the same essential vernal pool characteristics
as the Iarger system, and the two areas together form an
ecologically functional unit:

The seasonally wet vernal pools and surrounding open
coastal sage scrub and chaparral slopes support a wide

variety of migrant and resident birds and other native sage
scrub vertebrate species. The steep cliffs which surround
Crazan Mesa,: especially along the southeast and north
margins, provide protected sites for perching, roosting and
nesting by a variety of brdsof prey.

The SEA supportsseveral regional biological values. These
values include:- sensitive plant species unique to seasonal
pools on heavy clay soils, several of which are at the north-:.
er~nmost point in their overall ranges; seasonal surface water;
providing breeding sites for sensitive amphibians, includ-.
ing western spadefoot and Riverside fairy sh'r'imp; vernal
pools, found nowhere else in Los Angeles County, and their
coastal sage scrub watershed serving as a,hydrological filter;
seasonal ponds and surroundingmesic vegetation providing
essential foraging and wintering sites for migrating birds
otherw "se, uncommon in-the southern Liebre Mountains;
steep cliffs surrounding the mesa tops and their crevices and
cavities providing roosting and nesting sites in the otherwise
brush-covered hillsides. These pools are also the only three
or four such pools in this portion of Southern California.
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'17ie sensitive resources they support are unique locally and
regionally, and biologists consider these to be among most
sensitive habitat types in Southern California. , ,

Vegetation
The. SEA encompasses .formations of coastal sage scrub,
vernal pooh and non-native grassland. The vernal pool
margins support limited densities of native grasses;, but•these
do not form separate communities and are included within

the vernal pool floral matrix. Sensitive plant species occur-
ring or potentially occurring within the SEA are discussed
below in the Sensitive Biological Resources section.

Plant,communities within the SEA-were classified using
standard metk~odology>and terminology.. The communities
discussed correspond directly with those listed in.Holland's
Preliminary Descriptions of the Terrestrial Natural Com-

munities ofCalifornia (1986 and 1992update). Descriptions
and general locations of the each plant community present
within the SEA are given below.

Vernal pool sites occur in the SEA within the southern end
of .the Gruzan ;Mesa basin and on a landslide- terrace on

the northern. slope of upper Plum Canyon, about one and

one-half aerial miles southwest of the Gruzan Mesa :pool

system. ,True vernal pools, which are rare in Southern

California and extremely rare in Los AngelesCounty, form
seasonally in shallow, closed basins, usually where-a lens of

heavy clay soil holds surface water following rainfall events.
Agency-listed sensitive plant species occurring within both
of the SEA pool systems,include California Orcutt grass
and spreading navarretia,, along with other vernal. pool

endemics such as hairgrass, woolly-marbles, waterwort,

Mimulus latidens and water-starwort.

Coastal sage scrub.occurs throughout the,slapes and ridges
of most ,of .xhe :SEA,, in places nt~rr~ixed with ,chaparral

elements. To some extent, the mosaic: of coastal sage and
chaparral reflects the fire history of any_given portion of

the site, with scrub formations generally occurring on sites
which have more recently.burned. However, some slopes
within upper Plum and Mint canyons, where no fires have
occurred for over 30 years, still support ̀`pure" :coastal sage
scrub,'suggesting-that the formation is a climax community
on those sites.
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Dominant species on most slopes within the. SEA are Cali-
forniasagebrush, woolly blue-curls, chaparral yucca, black
sage, Acton encelia, white sage, and chamise. A variety of

less dominant associated.. species are also present,. xnclud-
ing lance-leaved live-forever, common tarplant> Galifor-

nia buckwheat, beavertail cactus, turkish rugging, and
Peirson's morning-glory.: Disced or: clQared areas have
regrown with a dense cover of oats and bromes, California
poppy, fiddleneck, several species of lupines,.popcorn flower,

connb-bur and other-disturbance-favored native annuals.

Less-frequently disturbed portions of the.upper watershed

basin support de~se;stands of chamse — California;scrub
oak chaparral; with yerba Santa abundant along d rfi roads

and. other disturbed areas: In the lower portions of.can-

yons and along Plum Canyon creek, where ground-water
levels permit,g-iantrye grass, Mexican elderberry, acourtia,
redberry, toyon; holly-leaved cherry, Fremont cottonwood,
western sycamore; and arroyo willow .occur.

Non-native grassland generally consists of invasive annual

grasses which are primarily of Mediterranean origin, and

which. have become the dominantground cover;formation
on disturbed sites throughout .the western states.. , Com-
mon species. within this. "community," which is a ruderal

formation and not a true habitat or community, include

oats; biomes, foxtail chess, and other grasses, along with

wild mustards, yellow star thistle, wire lettuce, sowthistle,
milk thistle, and other disturbance-favored "weedy" taxa.

Non-native ~uderal formations occur over most,of the Mesa

around the vernal pools, where coastal sage scrub has. been

disturbed or removed, in small strips;and patches through.-

out the SEA;primaxily along disturbed dirt road edges and

where: grading or other substrate disturbances have not
regrown to native species.

Mainland cherry forest is not well described but is typically

composed of tall stands of hollyleaf cherry on rt~cky,: dry

slopes. Witk~in the, SEA; this commttniCy is not.well devel-

oped and inter-mingles with chaparral: It can be found in

a single narrow patch on a slope in the southwest portion

of:the SEA.

Wildlife
Wildlife diversity and abundance within the,SEA are mod-
erate, commen§urate with the relative homogeneity of the
natural open space habitat types. A number of local wildlife
species are more-or-less dependent:upon coastal sage scrub
or scrub-chaparral formations, while other species are
strictly limited to seasonal pool habitats. The two vernal



pool systems in the SEA, along with the coastalsagescrub`-
chaparral uplands surrounding and connecting them con-
stitutes asingle; integrated functional ecosystem for wildlife
species, both within th'e SEA boundaries and as a part of
the larger'regional scrub.-chaparral ecosystem:`

Analysis of invertebrates on any particular site usually is
limited by a lack?of "specific data; but the fact that the SEA
contains-:only two primary natural habitat types-insures
that there is sufficient acreage #o support healthy popula-
tions of whatever invertebrate species are present, probably
several hundred terrestrial species. The vernal pools, when
ponded form aquatic habitats for a moderately diverse
fauna of freshwater arthropods and other invertebrates;
including native fairy shrimp; aquatic'fles, diving'beetles,
water scavengers, ostracods"" and snails. The only insect
order presently known fo have a vernal pool endemic within
the SEA is Col'eoptera, with one vernal pool'ground beetle
species thus far having been found.

Amphibians generally are relatively common in coastal sage
scrub habitats with persistent surfacehydrologyduring the
b~eeding`season, and the SEA supports abundant popula-
tions of Pacific-'chorus' frog, western toad, and western
spadefoot toad. +At least two species of salamanderalso'-may
be present within more mesic portions of the surrounding
canyons and chaparral:

Reptile papulations in-the SEA would include numerous
lizard species, including San -Diego banded gecko, yucca
night lizard, side=blotched'lizard, western fence`lizard,
western>skink; San Dego'alligator lizard, coastal western
whiptail, San Diego horned lizard, and silvery legless liz-
ard. A robust snake fauna also would be expected within
the SEA, including western blind snake, coachwhip ("red
racer"), chaparral whipsnake coastal patch-nosed>snake
California rosy boa; San Diego gopher snake, California
kingsriake, Galifornia'mountain kingsnake, night snake;
and southern'Pacific rattlesnake:

Bird diversity within the SEA is related to habitat opportuni-
tiesfor year-round residents, seasonal residents, migrating
raptors and song birds. Open coastal sage scrub hosts a-suite
of birds typical of such sites at lower elevationsovermost of
the coastal slopes of Southern California: The most produc-
tivesites for'residentcoastal sage scrub and. chaparral-birds
are around riparian and freshwater systems, which also
attract large numbers of migrants during. Spring and Fall.

The vernal pools attract moderate numbers of migrating
waders and waterfowl; and provide important winter farag-
ingareas for resident and migratory birds of prey. Coastal
sage and chaparral birds resident or breeding within the
SEA include ashy rufous-crowned sparrow, Bell's sparrow,
black-chinned sparrow, lark spar "row, California thrasher,
spotted towhee; California!towhee; phainopepla, northern
mockingbird, lazuli bunting; and several specie"s of hum-
mingbrd, with additional species (western meadowlark;
California horned lark; and perhaps also savannah and
grasshopper sparrows) nesting and foraging in the grassland
and ruderal'habitats sur'rounding the'vernal pools Birds
of prey observed around the vernal pools include red-tailed
hawk, northern harrier, white-tailed kite; prairie=falcon; and
golden eagle. Barn owl, great horned owl; and common
raven all nest in the cliffs surrounding Cruzan 1Vlesa.

1Nildl~f~ ~'~vemen~
The vernal pools'situated' wiChin this SEA serve as isolated,
high resource quality habitat linkage sites for migratory
waterfowl. The vernal pools teem with arthropod and
amphibiarnactivty, and so provide essential feeding grounds
for long-distance migrants, as well as for'resident species of
reptiles; birds and mammals: The-ponds do not lie within
any identified terrestrial movement routes for wildlife, but
may "serve as'mportant seasonal watering sites.for spe-
ties moving through and across the Plum Canyon divide
between Mint and Bouquet canyons. The Plum Canyon
stream channel undoubtedly serves as a movement pathway
for more mobile species of Terrestrial mammals; but it no
longer links any larger habitat areas directly,: due to land
conversion in Mint and BouquefiCanyon.

Se~rsitiv~ ~6~I~grcal Resources
Sensitive biological resources are habitats or individual
species which have been accorded special recognition by
federal, "state, or local conservation agencies and organi-
zations as'endangered; threatened',>rare, or otherwise of
concern; principally due to the species' declining orlimited
distribution' or popnlafiion sizes, usually resulting' from
habitat loss. Watch lists of such resources are maintained
by the California Department'of Fish and-Game (CDFG),
the United States Pish and Wildlife Service (USFWS); and
special groups such as the California Native-Plant Society
(GNPs). The following indicates the habitats as well as plant
and animal species present, or potentially present within
the SEA, that have been afforded special recognition.
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~~~sitive Plant C~mmunitiesl~~bifi~ts
This description, supports several habitat types. considered
sensitive by resource agencies, namely the CDFG [~alifornia
Natural Diversity Data Base (CNDDB)], because of :their
scarcity and support of a number of state end federallylisted
endangered, threatened, and rare vascular plants, as well
as sensitive bird and reptile species. These communities
include coastal sage scrub, mainland,cherry forest,;and
vernal pool. These communities or closely related designa-
tions;are- considered highest-inventory priority communities
by the CDFG> indicating that they are declining in acreage
throughout their range. due to land use, changes,

5ernsitive Sp~c~es
Sensitive species include those listed, or candidates for
listing by the USFWS, GDPG, and CNFS. These sensitive
species include,:but are not limited to> spreading navarretia>
California Orcutt grass, Vernal pool fairy shrimp, San Diego
fairy shrimp, Riverside fairy,shrimp, golden eagle; Cali-
fornia gnatcatcher, San Diego black-tailed jackrabbit; San
Diego desert woodrat„and southern grasshopper mouse.
~n addition, the SEA identifies:species observed, recorded
in: the CNDDB;; or reported in previous documentation as
observed within or in the. immediate vicinity of the SEA:

;l :_ :►:

G~ner~!
The :Santa Clara.:River Significant Ecological Area_.. (SEA)
encompasses the entire Los Angeles. Gaunty reach of the

Santa:. Clara River, primarily within unincorporated areas
of Los,Angeles County. The Santa Clara River SE1~ cov-
ers the;length of the river and with the watershed exten-
sions;encompasses a: wide variety o£topographic features
and habitat types. The.orientation and extent of the SEA
also consists of the surface and subsurface hydrology of
the Santa ,Clara :River, from its headwater tributaries and
watershed basin:to the point at;which it exits Los Angeles
County jurisdiction.

Destripfiio~ f
The eastern portion of the SEA surrounds the Kentucky
Springs and Aliso Canyon watersheds; portions of which
are within the Angeles National Forest. It follows,the river
channel downstream .through fihe Acton: basin,; taking in
Arrastre Creek, Mill Canyon and other side drainages and
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significant-rock outcroppings,.then stays within the channel
to Agua Du1ce Canyon, at which point the northern bound.-
ary loops around that watershed and includes Vasquez
Rocks. County Natural. Area;: and continues northwest .to
thc forest, while the southern. boundary encompasses the
lower. portion of Bear Canyon; and undeveloped portigx~s
of Oak Spring Canyon adjacent, to tl~e river channel. The
southern boundary ieaves the river cliannel at the conflu-
ence with Sand Canyon and extends broadly to the south,
to include all ;of the remaining natural: areas of the Sand
Canyon watershed; along with the majgr,ridgeli~e,.earth-
quake escarpment, grassland, and canyon:habitat features
aid watersheds of filsmere, Whitney, Placerita and Bear
canyons.

Rrom Said Canyon west the SEA boundary remains;close
to the maxgins of the floodplain to the confluence with
San Francisquito Canyon, wherein the. northern boundary
extends northward upstream on that drainage to;thehead-
waters of San Francisquito Creek ox~ the. Angeles National
Forest,. then ,returns to the= river channel and:proceeds
west: to the confluence.: with Castaic Creek: From here, it
extends north around the lower portion of Castaic Creek,
embracing the riparian;habitat areas around,and above
the confluence, with the boundaries of the SEA following
the Santa Clara River channel to the Ventura County line.
The biological and ecological functionality of the SEA;s
integrally linked to the river basin for its entire length;, of
course, so;the biogeographic limits of the.SEA would extend
downstream through Los Angeles/Ventura County to its
mouth at the Pacific Ocean, and encompass the: significant
tributary drainages (Piru.Creek;Sespe Creek, Santa Paula
Greek,:Wheeler;Creek, etc.).

The Kentucky Springs and Aliso .Canyon watershed zones
originate on National Forest land, in .semi-arid chaparral
and desert scrub habitat, but :the drainages themselves
support different formations of desert .and interior riparian
habitat, ranging from seasonal Great Basin sagebrush wash
in Kentucky Springs to dense, mature, willow-cottonwood-
sycamore woodlands: over permanent streams in Alisq
Canyon. Thesurrounding uplands in the basins support
pinyon-juniper woodlands, chamise, mountain mahogany,
and manzanita dominated chaparral formations, buck-
wheat scrub, and ruderal lands. Alluvial terraces within
both drainages have been. rather extensively cultivated for
orchard crops or dryland agriculture, and in more recent



years, rural and urban-type residential developments have
encroached on the watersheds: ;Portions of the Aliso:Gan-
yori riparian` woodlands-have been encroached upon by
rural development, but the upper portion of the drainage
possesses excellent xeric c'ottoriwood-sycamore riparian
woodland. The alluvial' plain`formed along the southern
margin"of the river basin below these canyons supports
intact, High diversity x~r c alluvial fan sage scrub.

Downstream of the Acton basn':the SEA encompasses the
Arrastre Creek drainage; which is the type locality for the
federally ̀and state endangered unarmo"red"̀three-seined
stickleback fish,'and also loops-around the'high; rounded
rocky butte-like outcroppings on the north side of the river.
These features, while only a minor part of the watershed of
the river;>provide important nesting; roosting, and shelter-
ng`habitat values for bats, birds'of prey; and other se~isi-
tive species foraging along the-river corridor., Agua'Dulee
Canyon has a perriianent stream and supports high quality
riparian haliitat formations from the confluence'with the
river to the intersection with the Antelope Valley Freeway;
from that point north the riparian areas are fragmented,
improving and maturing significantly where the`creeks pass
through Vasquez Rocks` County Natural Area.

The alluvial terraces aYong tfie river channel as'if enters the
eastern'portion o'fthe Santa Clarxta Valley support alluvial
fan sage scrub, Great Basin sagebrush scrub,-coast live oak
woodland, and coastal sage scrub habitats: The alluvial fans
of Oak'Springs Canyon and Sand Canyon are important
recharge grounds for the river aquifer;-surface flows from
both`canyonspresently entering-the SanCa Clara River!basin
through natural, unconfined channels. Recognizing the
importance of this drainage, the SEA boundaries have been
drawn to encompass the entire Sand Canyon-Bear Canyon
watershed, mosYof whicfi is within t'he National Forest: The
major'habitat linkage- zones and watersheds between the
river basin and the National'Forest; and the protected areas
of the' counfy (Placerita Canyon Natural Area) +have also
been included within the>SEA boundary. These canyons
form a natural'mo~ement zone for wildlife moving across
and through the western end;of the San Gabriel range to the
Santa Susana range and`the Santa Clara River basin; and
together encompass a spectrum of significant and unique
habitat, vegetation and wildlife'resources.

Appendix!

The segment of the Santa Clara River passing through the
City of'Santa Clarita is a dry'channel' excepf during sea'-
sonaIrunoff flows. Regardless of this. condition, it supports
relatively intact stands of alluvial sage scrub formations,
riparian'woodland, and southern riparian scrub.' The dry
zones" are essential'to the continued genetic isolation- of
the unarmoredthree-seined stickleback population in the
upper reaches of the river.

San Fraiicisquifo'Creek supports`denseand rnaturesouthern
ripar`iam >scrub and riparian woodland` formations, along
with small areas of freshwater'marsh, providing essential
wintering areas and resident habitat for waterfowl, wading
birds, marshland birds, and a variety of other vertebrate
species. After San Francisquito Greek passes from County
land`into the National Forest, the cfianriel flows become less
seasonal; and riparian resources expand and diversify:

Relatively vast areas ofwllow=cottonwood forest: and south=
ern riparian -scrub occur,wesf of San:Frandisquito Creek
and within the junction zone of Casta c Creek -and. the
Santa Clara=River, supporting'numerous sensitive species
and providing multi-layered ripariam habitat for a wide
diversity`of wildlife species; particularly birds ofprey and
riparian-obligate songbirds.

The Santa Clara River channel and its alluvial terraces and
tributary creeks together form the single most important
and natural value wildlife movement zone through Los
Angeles County: Mobile specie§ can enter the riverbas n
anywhere along its length (outside of developed areas); and
proceed in either'direction without having to pass through
narrow culverts or blind'channels, with conCinuous vegeta-
tive cover and only short stretches of dry substrates. ̀ The
overall'drainage course provides a continuum of aquatic
and terrestrial'movernent opportunities, shelter,forage, and
resident habitat from the mouth of the river of Ventura to
the Antelope Valley. The drainage course'connects to-both
districts of the Angeles National Forest, andiinks together
two large public resource preserves (Vasquez Rocks and
Placerita Canyon Nature Preserve).

U~g~tation
Plant communities within the SEA include: b geone spruce-
canyon oak forest, coast'lve oak woodland, coasY~lve
oak riparian forest; chaparral, coastal sage scrub,. coastal
sage-scrub-chaparraY mixed scrub, non-native and native
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grasslands, alluvial. fan sage scrub, southern cottonwood-
willow riparian woodland and forest, southern sycamore-
a}der woodland, southern willow scrub, vernal pool, pinyon-
juniper woodland, juniper woodland, and freshwater marsh.
Transitional zones (ecotones) between these communities
often contain unusual species compositions. Sensitive plant
species occurring or potentiallyoccurring within the SEA
are discussed below in ;the Sensitive Biological Resources
section.

Plant communities within the SEA were classified using
standard methodology and terminology. ,Most ofthe coXn-
munities,d~scussed correspond, directly with those listed
in .Holland's Preliminary Descriptions of the Terrestrial
Natural Coxnmunitxes of California (1986 and 1992 update);
some communities are named based upon the dominant
species within them and/or other commonly used termi-
nalogy. Descriptions and general locations of each plant
c~mm~nit~.preeent within t~e_$EA are given b~Low.

Big-cone spruce-canyon oak,forest formations typically occur
in higher elevation draws onnorth-facing slopes, and may
have incense cedar, big-leaf maple, California bay, and
other shade-loving species intermixed, depending upa~
slope orientation, substrates, and fire history... Understory
vegetation usually is dorninatecl by chaparral. species such
as scrub oak, poison oak, wild grape, and manzanita. This
community occurs on watershed slopes in the eastern por-
tion of the SEA, and in a few of the narrower, more .mesic
canyons along the southern side of Soledad Canyon.

Coast live oakwoodlandconsists ofmoderate-density overstory
formations of coast live oak trees, usually on erosional plains
along the ,margins pf canyon bottoms, and on lower slopes
in chaparral axed coastal; sage scrub understory, habitats.
Mexican elderberry, chaparral currant, squawbush, and
California,peony ire frequent in the understory. Extensive
stands of ,this formax~on occur~'in Sandi Pdac~rita, Bear,
Whitney,,Elsmere, and Soledad Canyons, and in unnamed
tributary canyons to these drainages.

toast live oak riparian forest is a variation of coast live. oak
woodland wherein the canopy is more closely grown, and
the trees occur in narrower formations Tong watercourses.
Willow, California bay, mulefat, and other riparian species
often occur in the understory.
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Juniper woodland is an open formation dominated by Cali-
forniajuniper,: often with an understory of foothill yucca,
buckwheat, and other scrub. species. This. community is
found on lower slopes within the eastern,portion of the
SEA and is mixed with a few Joshua trees and chaparral
species in several~places.

Pinyon-juniper woodland. in the SEA typically consists of a
mixture of single-needle leaf pinypn pine aid California
juniper,;with mountain .mahogany, buckwheat, squawbush,
foothill yucca, penstemons, and.native grasses. This forma-
tion occurs on middle elevation north-facing slopes in the
Kentucky Springs ,watershed, ,end sporadically. along the
same .orientations south of Acton.

Southern cpttonwood-willow riparian woodland and forest is a
broad-leafed winter- deciduous habitat dominated by;Fre-
mont cottonwood, in places ,mixed with black cottonwood,
various species Qf willgw, rarely. ~n alder,, and on drier_sites,
Western sycamore. Southern cottonwood-willow riparian
woodland (or forest) occurs in numerous reaches of .the
SEA, forming mature overstory,habitat onthe Santa Clara
River, its main tributaries, oxbow ponds; and alluvial plains.
Some of the most extensive formations occur just west of
Acton, in upper Aliso Canyon, in lower San Francsquito
Canyon,; and -from Santa Clarita to the. Ventura County
border. Large tracts of cottonwood-willow-habitat occur
in Ventura County as well.

Southern Sycamore-alderwoodlapd is a formation which most
often occurs on broad plains with heavy alluvial substrates,
often Tong narrow creeks and streams with high-energy,
permanent flows. within the SEA. Alders typically occur
along the watercourse, while sycamores,usuallygrow abit
further from the active flowing channel This community
is, uncommon within the SEA, occurring only in the upper
reaches of the watershed and in.portions of Bear, Sand, and
Placerita Canyons and to: a lesser e~tent;in 1~.liso Canyon.

Southern willow scrub is a riparian community consisting of
dense, broad-leafed, :winter- deciduous riparian thickets
occurring within and adjacent: to seasonal or pgrmane~t
water courses the "scrub" formation gen~xally:is sub.-
mature, a state,which often is maintained by frequent heavy
over-flooding, and may attain woodland or forest stature;if
undisturbed for several decades. Dominant species of this
community within the SEA are mulefat, sandbar willow,



and arroyo willow. Within the SEA this community occurs
throughout the'tributary and primary drainages, wherever
the habitat structure is maintained or repeatedly altered by
frequent high water flows.

Freshwater marsh develops in areas of still or slow-moving
permanent freshwater. This community is dominated by
the perennial, em~r`gent cattail or~bulrush, which may reach
Heights of 7 feet'and grow dense enough to form a closed
canopy. This formation occurs" n'scattered ponds and slow-
flowportions of the river and triUutaries ~vithin the SEA:'

Vernal pool systems are extremelyrare in Los Angeles County
and there are only two verified vernal pools currently rec-
ognized within the area; Cruzan Mesa and Plum Can-
yon. Hewever, there is'at least'one small seasonal pond
with typical vernal pool` characteristics''within ̀ the upper
Placer ta-Sand"Canyon watershed break. This small pool
is "surrounded'by coastal' sage scrub, with a band of native
needlegrass arid' melic grass on its fringes, snd supports
Riverside fairy shrimp and western spadefoot toad: It is
considered a vernal pool by virtue of its habitat values and
species unique to this" type of seasonal'formation. ,

fhaparral'consists ofbroad-leafed or needle-leafed, sclero=
phyllous (hard ̀leafed); rriedium'height`to tall shrubs that
form a dense coveron steep'slopes, usually below 5,000 feet
in Southern California. Dominant species found within tHis
community include scrub oaks (several speciesj, chamise,
manzanita, wild lilac, foyon, and western mountain-malog=
any onnorth-facing exposures; buckwheat,-foothill yucca;
chamise; hoary-leaf lilac, black sage; and goldenbusli' on
south-facing slope's: This plant community occ"upies most
of the basin slopes along the Santa Clara Riverand on intie=
rior ridges and slopes within the watersheds and drainages
west of Acton: Chaparral also occurs on some of the higher
elevations of the eastern watershed portions of the ̀SEA;
where the shruBs'frequently are`interspersed as undersfory
formations within oak and conifer woodlands.

Coastal sage scrub and coastal sage scrub-chaparral mixed scrub are
formations whicfi typically occur on youth or west=facing
slopes'within the western portion of the SEA. Some sites
may be artifacts of fire frequency or occurrence; while other
areas appear to be stable scrub communities: "Dominant
speci"es't}~pically are California sagebrush, purple sage, black
sage; white sage, goldenbush, buckwheat,' foothill yucca,
California encelia, brittlebush, golden yarrow, chamise,

pppendax ~

hoary-leaf lilac; and a variety of annuals axid bulbs. Excel-
lent examples of'coastal sage scrub occur in upper Placerita
Canyon watershed and on the ridgeline to the north; along
the Santa Clara'River just east of Sarid`Canyon, and in San
Francisquito Canyon.

Alluvi~l'fan sage'scrub, sometimes also known as floodplain
sage scrub, generally consists of a mixture of shrubs which
colonize and persist within infrequently scoured and flooded
terrain such as floodplains, alluvial plains, or along seasonal
streams: The dominant shrub'in most"washes is scalebrooin,
but Great Basin sage brush, rabbitbrush -arid foothill`yucca
also usually occur in the'habitattype,-and may be dominant
depending upon substrates and"subsurface hydrology. This
vegetation type is common throughout "the alluvial plains
and washes iri the SEA; forming particularly high diversity
stands along the southern margin' of the ̀river at Acton_
on uplands east of the Sand Canyon confluence', along the
dry reaches of the river in Santa Clarifa and in lower"San
Francisquito Canyon. Extensive stands of Great Basin
sagebrush-dominated"alluvial scrub' occur, around Acton
and in the Kentucky Springs portion of the SEA.

Native grassland'corrimunities consist of low, herbaceous
vegetation dominated by grasses, with'native formations
generally mixed with native bullisand otheeherbaceous spe-
ties, often intermixed with naturalized`annual"taxa'. There
are representatives ofnative grasslands scattered within the
SEA 'most ngtably-patches of different needlegrass species
and melic grasses on clay soils in Placerita Canyon, on slope
wetlands and around oaks on the ridge north ofPlacerita,
and onless-disturbed xer'ic slopes in th`e eastern portion of
the SEA'. Seeps' in chaparral often support homogeneous
stands of giant rye; other`nafive grasses occur sporadically
within most natural habitats along the`Sanfa Clara`River
basin.

Non•na~iVe grassland' consists of invasive annual grasses that
are primarily of Mediterranean origin: Dominant.species
within this "community," which is a ruderal formation
and not a true habitat or community, include oats, bromes,
foxtail'chess, and other grasses, along with wild mustards
and other disturbance=favored "weedy"'taxa. Non-native
grasslands and other ruderal formations are the`domnant
understory on most disturbed substrates, particular grazed
areas.
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Disturbed or barren areas either. completely lack vegetation
or are dominated by ruderal species. Ruderal vegetation
typically found within the SEA includes non-native and
native grasses and "weedy" herbaceous species, including
doveweed, mustards,; wire lettuce, sow thistle, telegraph

weed, Russian thistle, dock, yellow star thistle, Australian
saltbush, and cocklebur. Disturbed areas occur.throughout
the SEA on fallow .agricultural., sites,, disked fields, aban-
Boned pastures, residential development,, paved road mar-
gins, fire breaks, dirt access reads, trails, and other similarly
disturbed areas..

WoMd~if~
Wildlife within the SEA is extremely diverse and abundant,
commensurate with extensive acreages of natural open space
and great diversity of habitat types, within the river chan-
nelsand on the surrounding uplands. While a few wildlife
species may be entirely dependent upon or obligate within a
single vegetative community, the mosaic of vegetation com-
munitieswithin the area and adjoining uplands constitutes
a continuum of-functional ecosystems.:These ecosystems
support a wide variety of wildlife_ species, within the SEA
boundaries and as a part:of the regional ecgsystem.

Analysis of invertebrates on any :given site generally is
limited ;by a lack of specific data, :but the size of the SEA
and diversity of habitats present are considered; s~f~icient
tq support. healthy populations, of a very large number, of
invertebrate species, probably in excess of 2,500 species, The
riparian formations, wetlands, and aquatic habitats within
the SEA- support diverse faunas. of arthropods, including
native fairy shrimp, craneflies, blackflies and other aquatic
dipterans, stoneflies, caddisflies, and dobsonfles, water
boatmen, giant water bugs, ground beetles, .diving beetles;
and tiger beetles. ,Terrestrial insects abound around ripar-
ian corridors and. in scrub habitats, and are particularly
abundant in oak-:dominated habtats::Insect orders very
well-represented taxonomically, and with some habitat
specialization within the Santa.Clara River.SEA include
Orthoptera> Neuroptera,,Goleoptera, Diptera, Hymenoptera
and Lepidoptera.,

Amphibians. are abundant and relatively diverge within
moister woodland areas,.: along montane canyon bottoms,
in riparian areas, andwithin surface water-features ofthe
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SEA. The overall riparian systems of the Santa Clara River
basin,support abundant populations of Pacific and Cali-
forma chorus frogs, western toad, western spadefoot toad,
bullfrog, and African clawed frog (the latter two species. are
non-native), and in San Francisquito. Canyon, California
red-legged frog and southwestern arroyo toad. Arboreal,
painted, and garden slender salamanders also are present
within mesic habitats in the SEA.

Open scrub, chaparral and alluvial fan. habitats support
diverse reptile populations, and the overall herpetofauna of
the SEA would encompass numerous lizard species, along
wifih.southwestern,pond t~t~tle in AguaDulce and Bear
canyons. Yucca night lizard, side-blotched lizard, western
fence lizard, western. skink,. San Diego alligator lizard,
coastal western whiptail, San Diego horned lizard, desert
horned lizard, silvery legless lizard and San Diego desert
banded gecko all woul~l,be expected within the SEA.

The .SEA also supports a robust snake fauna; including
western blind snake, coachwhip ("red racer"), chaparral
w.hipsnake, coastal patch-nosed snake; California rosy boa,
San Diego gopher snake, glossy snake, California king-
snake, mountain kingsnake,long-nosed snake, night snake,
California lyre snake, California black-headed snake; two=
strip.ed,garter snake, San ~.ernardino ring-nec~Ced, snake,
southern Pacific, rattlesnake.

Bird diversity within the SEA is, related to habitat opportuni-
ties for year-round residenfis, seasonal residents, migrating
raptors, and.. songbirds: Coastal;sage.scrub,and chaearral
host a suite of birds. typical of such sites at lawer,elev~tions
over most of the coastal slopes of Southern California.
The most productive sites for resident.coastal sage scrub
and chaparral birds are: arqund xgarian and :freshwater
systems, which also attract urge numbers of migrants
during $piing and FaIL,;Coastalsage and,chaparral birds
resident or breeding within the SEA includes Southern
California (ashy) rufous-crowned sparrow, Bell's sparrow,.:
black-chinned sparrow, lark sparrow, lazuli bunting, Cali-
forma; gnatcatcher, .California. quail, ;greater roadXUnner,
spotted towhee;: Califor}~ia towhee, California thrasher,
phainopepla, northern mockingbird, and Anna's, Costa's,
and black-chinned hummingbirds. Oak woodlands and
riparian areas support many more species; notable species
consist of the summer tanager, bullock's oriole, black-
headed grosbeak, band-tailed pigeon, western wood pewee,



several swallowspecies, western yellow-billed cuckoo, wil-
low flycatcher,'and`leastBell's vireo: Species associated with
ruderal'sites and grasslands include western'meadowlark
California horned lark, and savannah and`grasshopper spar-
rows: Birds of prey (including common migrants) observed
within'fhe SEA include red-slouldered'hawk, red-tailed
h"awk, Cooper's'hawk,` sharp-shinned'hawk, Swainson's
hawk, merlin, American kestrel; northern harrier, white-
tailed kite, prairie falcon, and golden eagle. Resident owl
species within the"SEA boundaries include barn owl, great
horned owl, long eared owl, and'Califorriia spotted owl:

Natide mammal diversity"witHiri the SEA is considerable.
These include bats (at least seven species), rodents (a't least
four species of deer mice; two species of woodrat, Beechey
ground squirrel; western gray squirrel; and°more), two
types of rabbits'and'one hare, broad-handed mole, long=
tailed weasel, American badger, spotted and striped skunks;
raccoon, gray fox, bobcat, coyote, mountain lion, and mule
deer: BTackbear also occur within the SEA boundaries,'at
least occasionally, but t1~e San Gabriel Mountains popula-
tion was introduced for"'game use; and this- species is-not
riatide within the SEA:

Wilto~e ~o~em~nfi
Historically (and prehistorically) the riparian corridor`along
the Santa Clara River has served' as the'primary east-̀west
linkage between the Pacific coastline, coast ranges, interior
ranges, high desert and'southern Sierra (viathe Tehachapi
range). Ani~'nals moving through the Santa Clara drainage
had unobstructed-passage along the'river and withim the
riparian "̀systems between the coastal lowlands of Ventura
and the Mojave Desert, with tributary routes extending
south into the San 'Gabriel range, northward via Casfac,
Bouquet and San Francisquito tributaries over the Trans-
verse-range and into the' San Joaquin Valley, west info the
central coast ranges, or east through the Tehachapi moun-
fairs and into the southern Sierra Nevada. The present
configuration'of#hetributary drainages has impinged upon
connectivity from the Santa Clarita Valley to the north, but
the Santa Clara`River remains relatively intact and open:
The SEA embraces the rivef corridor and the linkage zones
considered essential to insuring connectivity and resource
values within the historic movement zones' for all of the
wildlife species present within the' Lo`s Angeles County
portion: of the Santa Clara River:

41~t

ensi~i~~ ~i~logic~tResnurces
Sensitive biological resources are habitats or individual spe'
Gies which have been afforded special recognition by federal,
state; or local conservation agencies'-and organizations as
endangered, threatened, rare, or otherwise' of concern;
this is principally due to the'species''declining ar limifed
distriliution or'population' sizes, usually resulting from
habitat'lo'ss. Watch lists' of such resources ~`re maintained
by the California Department of Fish`and Game (CDFG)
the Uriifed St"ates Fish and Wl'dTife Service (USFWS); and
special groups such as the California Native Plant Society
(GNPs). The following sections indicate the habitats as
well as plant and animal species present, or potentially
present within the SEA; that have'been afforded special
recognition.

S~t~sitiv~ Pl~n~ Coa~~itani~oes/habitats
Thisreport/descriptionsupports several habitat types'con=

sidered sensitive by resource agencies;' namely the CDFG

[Galfornia'Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB)] because

of their scarcity and support of a number of state and feder-

allylisted endangered; threatened, and rare vascular plants;

as well as sensitive bird and reptile`species. These com=

munities include: bigcone spruce-canyon oak forest, coast

live oak'riparan forest,'southern willow scrub; southern

cottonwood-willow riparian woodlanii, sycamore-alder

woodland, freshwater marsh, alluviaTfan sage scrub, native

grassland; and vernal pool.' These communities or closely

related designations are considered hghesE= riverxtory pri-

ority commdnities by the CDFG, ̀indicating that they are

declining in acreage' throughout their range' due to ̀land

use changes. ' -

S~~nsitive Species
Sensitive species include those listed, or candidates for

listing by the' USFWS, CDFG,' and CLAPS. these species
include; but are not limited to Nevn's barberry, spreading

navarretia, slender-horned`spirieflower California Orcutf
grass; Riverside fairy shrimp; unarmored threespine stfck-
leback, Santa Ana sucker, arroyo southwestern toad; Cali=
fornia rid-legged frog, southwestern pond turtile, California
horned lizard, San Diego mountain king snake, two-striped
garter snake, California condor, Swainson's hawk; White'-
tailed kite; California gnatcatcher, least Be1Ps'vireo, and
ririgtail cat. Im addition, the SEA identifies other species

observed, recorded in the CNDDB, or reported in previous
documentation as observed within or in the immediate
vicinity of the SEA.
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IV SANTA FEEICIA
General
The Santa Felicia Significant Ecological Area {SEA) encorn-

passesthe almost the entire Los Angeles County portion of
the Santa Felicia watershed draining into Lake Piru. This

watershed is largely undeveloped and contains vast stands
of intact coast sage scrub .and chaparral communities: on

south and north facing slopes; respectively. In addition to

the undisturbed upland habitats,.the watershed is dissected
by excellent examplesof mixedsiparian (sycamore-willow),
oak riparian and coast live oak forests and alluvial scrub
in the bottomland's. Non-native grasslands occur in areas

where grazing has taken place; however, there is little inva-
sion of these ruderal taxa into the native communities. A
brief summary of the plant communities present, or likely

to occur, within the SEA is provided in the vegetation seo-
tion below. _

Description ~ s .
The Santa Felicia SEA includes a wide variety of topographic
features and habitat types.: The orientation and extent of the
SEA encompasses the surface and subsurface hydrology of
the Santa Felicia watershed, from its headwater, tributaries,
and basin to the point at which it exits Los Angeles County
jurisdiction. The northern portion of the SEA is within
the Angeles National Forest. Capturing the :watershed
tribixtaries> the• eastern boundary follows a predominate
ridgeline, the western-boundary is the county:border and
the southern boundary captures twoother small tributar-
ies that feed the:Santa Felicia, to encompass almost the
entire watershed that ultimately drains into Lake Piru in
Ventura County.

V~~~t~t10i1

Plant communities within the: SEA include: coast live oak
woodland; coast live oak riparian forest, chaparral, coastal

sage scrub; coastal sage scrub; chaparral, non-native and
native grasslands, alluvial fan sage scrub, and sycamore-
willowriparian woodland. Sensitive plant species occurring
or potentially occurring within the SEA are discussed in the

Sensitive ̀Biological Resources section of this document.

Plant communities within the SEA were classified using

standard methodology and terminology: Most of the com-

munities discussed correspond directly with those listed
in Holland's Preliminary Descriptions of the Terrestrial
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Natural Communities of California (1986 and 1992 update);
some communities are named based upon the domi~tant

species withinahem and/or;:other commonly used termi-

nology. Descriptions. of several plant communities present
within the SEA are given below.

Coast live oak woodland consists of modezate-density overstory

formations of coast live oak trees; usually on erosional plains
along the margins of canyon bottoms. and on lower slopes

in chaparral'and coastal sage scrub understory habitats.

Coast live oak riparian forest is a variation of coast live oak

woodland wherein the canopy is more closely grown, and

the trees occur in narrower formations along watercourses.

Willow; California bay, mulefat, and other ripariamspecies
often occur in'the understory.

Sycamore•willow riparian woodland may include the following:

western sycamore, black willow, arroyo willow, skunkbush,

and California blackberry.

Alluvial fan-scrub generally consists of a mixture of shrubs,

including scalebroom; California bucl~wheat, and white

sage, which colonize andpersistwithin infrequently scoured
and flooded terrain such as floodplans, alluvial plains, or

along seasonal streams.

Chaparral consists of broad-leafed: or needle-leafed; sclero-
phyllous {hard-leafed), medium height totall shrubs ithat

form a dense cover on steep slopes; usually below S,000 feet

in Southern California. 'Dominant species found within

this community include scrub`oak, toyon„manzanita; and

white sage.

Coastal sage scrub'dominant species typically are California
sagebrush, purple sage; giant wildrye, coyotebush;_and
California buckwheat.

Non-native grassland consists of invasive annual grasses that
are primarily of Mediterranean origin, including short-pod

mustard, tocalote, and ripgut biome.

Native grassland communities consist of low, herbaceous
vegetation dominated bygrasses, with native formations

generallyrnixed-with,native bulbs and other herbaceous

species, often intermixed with naturalized annual taxa.



Wi~t~~l'~~2

Wildlife within the SEA is extremely diverse and abun-
dant, commensurate with extensive acreages<of natural
open space andgreat diversity ofliabitattypes,.within the
stream channels and on the surrounding uplands. While
a few wildlife species maybe entirely dependent upon or
obligate within'a single vegetative community,~the mosaic
of vegetation communities within the area and adjoining
uplands constitutes a conhinuum of functional ecosystems:
These ecosystems support a wide variety of wildlife species,
within the SEA boundaries and. as a part of the regional
:ecosystem.

Analysis of invertebrates on any given site generally is
limited by a 1ack.of specific data; but the- size of the SEA
and diversity of habitats present are considered sufficient
to support healthy populations of a very large number of
invertebrate species The riparian formation's'and aquatic
habitats within the SEA support diverse`faunas of arthro-
pods, which may include native fairy shrimp; craneflies;
blackflies and other aquatic dipterans, stoneflies, caddisflies,
and dobsonflies, water boatmen, giantwater bugs, ground
beetles; diving lieetles;`and tiger beetles: Terrestrial'insects
abound around riparian corridors and in scrub habitats, and
are particularly abundant in oak-dominated'liabitats.

Amphibians are abundant and relatively diverse within
moister'woodland cress, along montane canyon bottoms,
in riparian areas; and within surface: water features of the
SEA. '-The overall riparian systems o£ the SEA provide
habitat for a number of frog and toad populations; which
may include populations of Pacific and California chorus
frogs, western toad, and western spadefoot toad as well as the
California red-legged frog and southwestern Arroyo toad.
Open scrub,-chaparral and alluvial fan habitats support
diverse reptile populafiions and the overall herpetofauna
of the SEA would encompass numerous lizard: species: as
well as a robust snake fauna.

Bird diversity within the SEA isrelated tohabitat opportuni-
ties for year-round residents, seasonal residents, migrating
raptors, and song birds. Coastal sage scrub and chaparral
host a suite of birds typical of such sites at lower elevations
over most of the coastal slopes of Southern:California: The
most productive sites for resident coastal sage scrub and
chaparral'birds are around riparian and freshwater sys-
tems, which also attract large numbers of migrants during
Spring and Fall. Oak woodlands and riparian areas generally

df W. ,G.,

support many more species; notable °species consist of the
summer tanager, Bullock's oriole, black-headed grosbeak,
band-tailed pigeon, western wood pewee, several swallow
species, western yellow-billed cuckoo, willow flycatcher,
and least. Bell's vireo.

Native ma-mrnal diversity w~fihrn the. SEA;is considerable.
These likely include bats, rodents, squirrel, rabbits; mole;
weasel, badger;; skunks, raccoon, gray fox, bobcat; coy=
ote, and mule deer. Black bear may alsa occur within the
SEA boundaries, at least occasionally, but the San Gabriel
1VIountans.population was introduced for game use; and
this species is not native within the SEA.

I~Ii~dlif~ M~v~ment
Historically. riparian corridors have- served as linkages
between the,Bacific coastline; coast ranges, interior ranges,
the high desert and southern Sierras (via the Tehachapi
range). Animals move through the Santa Felecia watershed
along and within the riparian systems between Piru Lake
in Ventura County and the San .Gabriel'Mountain range
and- beyond. The tributary drainages in this SEA appear
fully intact and open: ,_

S~~si~iv~ ~~o~~gic~i Res~tsrces
Sensitive biological resources are habitats orindividual spe-
cies which have beern afforded'special recognition by federal;
state, or local conservation agencies and organizations as
endangered:threatened, rare; or otherwise of concern;
this is:principally due=to the, species' declining or limited
population si-zes; usually resulting from Habitat loss. Watch
lists of such resources are maintained by the California
Department of Fish and Game (CDFG), the United. States
Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS)> and special groups
such as the California Native Plant Society (GNPs).' The
followingsectionsiudicate the habitats as well as plant and
animal species present;- or potentially present within the
SEA, fihathave been- afforded special recognition.

S~nslti~e p~~n~ C~rri~ou~aties/Habifi~ts
The Santa Felicia SEA supports several habitat types con-
sidered sEnsitive by resource -agencies,- namely the GDFG
[California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB)] because
of their scarcity and support of a numberof state::and fed-
erally listed endangered, threatened, and rare vascular
plants;-as well` as sensitive bird and reptile species. These
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communities include: coast live oak, coast live oak riparian

forest, alluvial fan sage scrub, and native grassland. These

communities or closely related designations are considered

highest-inventgrypriarity,communities by the GpFG, indi-

eating that they are declining in acreage throughout their

range due to land use changes.

5~nsi~iv~ Species
Se~sitive•speciesinclude those listed,:or candidates for

listing by the-USFWS, GDFG, and CNPS. These species
include, but are not limited to> the California condor,sred-
legged :frog: and Arroyo. toad.. The SEA: identifies other

species observed; recorded-in the CNDDB; or reported
in previous documentation as observed within or in the
immediate vicinity of the- SEA:.

i'

Ger~~ra~.
The Santa SusanaMountains/Simi Hills SignificanhEcolagi-
cal Area (SEA) is located northwest of the San Fernando
Valleywithin unincorporated areas ofLos Angeles County
and an incorporated area of the .City of Los Angeles west
of Chatsworth. The area is south of State Route 126; (SR>
126) and the Santa :Clara River, west of the Golden .State
Freeway {Interstate:5), .and includes much of the Santa
Susana Mountains in the north, the: Santa Susana Pass;
Chatsworth Reservoir, and the eastern.portion of the Simi
Hills in the south.

Description 
_ Y

The Santa Susana Mountains/.Simi Hills SEA.. includes: a
variety of .topographic features; the northern portion of
the SEA encompasses Oat Mountain and much of the Santa
SusanarMountains from the Los :Angeles County line east
to Interstate 5. Rortions of many.af the canyons associated
withthe: Santa Susana Mountains and Oat Mountain are
also included sach as Salt Canyon> Potrero Canyon, Fieo
Canyon, Towsley Canyon, El Toro Canyon, Sulphur Can-
yon, Devil Canyon, Ybarra Canyon, Browns Canyon, Bee
Canyon; and Mormon Canyon. Several blue-line streams
occur within these canyons and .support: many natural
springs. The north slopes;of the Santa SusanaMountains
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are within the Santa Clara River watershed which drains
the Los Padres.National Farest to the north, the Angeles
National Forest fio the northeast and east, and the Santa
Susana Mountains to the south and southeast. The remain-

der of the SE,A is withinthe-Los Angeles River'watershed.
The majority of theland in the SEA is natural open space

with very sparse disturbances in the form of ranches, oil

wells,'and unimproved access roads;..- The.S~A consists
of east-west and northwest trending primary ridges and
north-south trending secondary ridges: The;peak of Oat
Mountain represents. the highest point in the SEA at 3,247
feet above mean sea level (MSL). The open space within.the
SEA supports a variety of co~xnunities but is dominated

by chaparral, oak woodlands, coastal sage scrub, bigcone
spruce-canyon oak woodland, and grasslands. The creeks

and canyons:supportrparian scrub and woodland com-
munities; At its southern-end, the SEA includes the eastern

portion of the Simi Hills including the east-facing slopes
descending from .Chatsworth Peak. Chatsworth Reservoir

forms a portion of the south boundary and is currently dry

except- fon a small detention basin north of the reservoir.;

~tg@t~tl~li

The plant communities within the Santa SusanaMountains/
Simi Hills SEA are composed of numerous plant species.
These plant species are adapted to a Mediterranean climate
with a cool, wet season.followed by a hot,-dry season. Due
to the. topographic complexity and combination of coastal
and desert influences, the SEA supports a wide diversity
of plant species

Plant communities within the SEA were classified using
standard methodology and terminology: Mostof the com-
munities discussed in.this study correspond directly with
those listed in Holland's Preliminary Descriptions of the
Terrestrial Natural Communities of California (1986 and
1992 update). Other communities are Named based on
dominant species within them:and/or commonly used ter-
minology: Descriptions and general locations o£each plant
community present within the SBA. are given below. These
include chaparral, coastal sage scrub, alluvial scrab; coast
live oak woodlands, valley oak woodland; mainland cherry
forest, non-native grassland, native: grassland, southern
willow scrub; southern cottonwood-willow: riparian forest,
and disturbed communities.



Chaparral consists of a broad mix of evergreen species and
generally'occurs below 500D feet in Southern Califor'
nia. Dominant species consist of broad-leaved or needle-
leafed sclerophyllous (hard-leafed) shrubs,'formirig adense,
impenetrable cover with little or no undersfory growth.
The understory typically'consists of a considerable accu-
mulat on of leaf litter. In areas of less' dense shrub cover,
the understory'conssts of non-native grasses and:other
annual forbs. Dominant; species include chamise, laurel
sumac; hoary-leaved ceanothus woolly-leaved ceanothus,
and toyon. Chaparral is the dominant plant community
within the SEA and covers many of: the steep slopes and
hillsides in the upper elevations;

Coastal sage scrub communities consist ofdrought-deciduous,
low, soft-leaved shrubs and herbs on gentle to steep slopes
under 3,000 feeYin elevation. Several dominant species may
occur within'scrub communities, with some areas over-
whelmngly dominated by'one or two:species.: Dominant
species include California sagebrush, California buckwheat,
California bush sunflower, purple sage, and deerweed:
Coastal sage scrub is found at the lower elevations within
the SEA on drier south-facing slopes, but can also be found
on the north-facing slopes and canyon of the Santa Susana
Mountains.

Alluvial scrub consists of a mixture` of shrubs that colonize
sandy-gravelly'flood`deposited soils within intermittent
creeks, arroyos, and drier terraces in large` washes: This
community intergrades with sage scrub communities and
riparian communities and, therefore, occurs adjacent to
these. communities: -Dominant species include Great Basin
sagebrush; scalebroom big saltbush,,and squaw bush: Allu-
vial scrub is predominately found at the northern+end of
the SEA in Salt Canyon:

Coast Ilve oak woodlands commonly occur along drainages that
experience at least a seasonal flow or in other areas under
mesic conditions.. Soil structure an`d soil moisture are the
most importantlimiting factors for the suxvival of oak
woodlands; soils must be deep; uncompacted> fertile; well-
aerated; andwell-drained. This community is'dominated by
coast live oak. If sufficient groundwater is present, western
sycamores; usually associated with riparian habitats, may
also occur in the oak woodland: ̀Oak woodlands occupy
areas within the canyons and drainages of the SEA.

~~,

Valley oak woodland is an open-canopy woodland found on
deep; well-drained alluvial-soils below 2;000 feet.' Thiscom-
munity is almost exclusively damin~ted by valley oak with
a grassy-understory to form asavannah-like community.
This community is located in small pockets in the eastern
portion of the SEA.

Mainland cherry forest is not well described but is typically
composed of tall stands'of hollyleaf cherry on rocky, dry,
norfih-facing slopes. Within the SEA; coasf live oak is
co-dominant within this community and can be found in
canyon's in the. northern portion of>the study area. This
community can also be found in association with alluvial
scrub in the'northwestern portion of the study area as it
approaches the Santa Clara River.:

Grassland communities consist of ~Qw, herbaceous vegeta-
tion that are dominated by grasses but generally also harbor
native fortis and bulbs as well as naturalized annual fortis.
Topographic factors that contribute to grassland presence
include gradual slopes or flat areas with deep, well-developed
soils in areas below 3,000 above MSL. 17e species richness
of grassland communities is dependent upon a number of
land use factors, including intensity and duration of natural
or anthropogenic'disturbances such as- grazing. Heavily
grazed:grasslandshave alower species richness. Non-native
grassland consists of dominant invasive annual grassesthat
are primarily of Mediterranean origin. Dominant species
found within this community include slenderwild oat; wild
oat,'ripgut brome; and foxtail:chess.

Native grassland is often associated with coastal sage scrub
and is found in pockets in close proximity to coastal sage
scrub and non-native grassland.- This community consists
of at least ten percent cover of native purple needlegrass.
The-remaining vegetative cover is made up of non-native
grasses found in annual grassland and a variety of annual;
wild flowers'such-as golden stars and blue-eyed grass•. Srriall
patches of native grassland can be found scattered through-
out the SEA mostly in openings in'coastal sage scrub and
mixed with non-native grasslands. -

Southern willow scrub is a riparian community occurring
within and adjacent to water courses; The vegetation within
this community is adapted to seasonal flooding. South-
ern willow scrub is characterized by dense, broad leafed,
winter-deciduous riparian thickets dominated by one or
more willow species. Most stands are too dense to allow
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understory development. The dominant species of this
community within the SEA is arroyo willow; red willow,
and black willpw, with less cammon:associates including
mule fat. This community occurs in segments along por-
tions of the intermittent drainages within the SEA.

Southern cottonwood-willow riparian forest consists of an open,
broad-leaved, winter-deciduous riparian forest dominated
by Fremont cottonwood, black cottonwood, and several
willow species including arxoyo willow and red willow.
This community;occupies much of the. Santa Clara-River
adjacent to the northern boundary of the SEA and also
occurs with.imthe large, intermittent and peren~iial drain-
ages;within the SEA.

Disturbed or barren areas :either completely lack vegetation
or are dominated by ruderal species. ,Ruderal vegetation
typically found onsite include non-native grasses and a high
proportion of weedy species, including tocalote; telegraph
weed, tree tobacco;doveweed, black mustard; and thistle
species, Several disturbed areas occur:scattered throughout
the SEA.: and take the form of residential. developments,
highways, fire breaks dirt access roads, trails, transmission
poles, and othex similarly disturbed areas.

tN`aldllfe .:
Wildlife with~;the SEA is generally diverse and abundant
due to the large acreage of natural open space and the
diversity of habitat types. While a few wildlife species are
entirely dependent on a single vegetative community>, the
entire mosaic of,all the ~egetation_cQmrnunitiQS Within tl~e
area and adjoining areas constitutes a functional ecosystem
for a variety of wildlife species. This applies to the SEA and
the regonal:ecosystem.

The analysis of invertebrates in this study. is difficult due to
the lack of data; :although limited studies have been eon-
ducted. The SEA is believed to support healthy populations
of a diverse assortment of countless invertebrate species.
Amphibian populations are generally restricted irn semi-arid
and arid habitats but may be particularly abundant where
riparian areas occur, The SEA is likely to support: a variety
of amphibians in abundance within wetlandareas along the
major canyon bottoms and t<he;moister oak woodland areas.
Many essential reptilian habitat characteristics such as open
habitats that allow free movement and high visibility and
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small mammal burrows for cover and escape from predators
and extreme weather are present within the SEA. These
characteristics aswell as the variety of habitat types present

are likely to support a wide variety of reptilian species.

The scrubland, woodland, riparian, and grassland habitats
in the SEA provide foraging and cover habitat for year-round
residents, seasonal residents, and migrating,song birds., In
addition, ..:the SEA encompasses many. year-round water
sources; abundant raptor foraging, perching, and nesting
habitat. The combination of these resources as well as`the
mosaic of many community types provides;for an unusu-
ally-high diversity of bird specie. Sevexal of these species
may use this SEA as their only consistent occurrence in the
southeastern portion of the county. _

Not unlike other taxonomic groups, mammal populations
within the SEA are diverse and reflective of the diversity
of habitat types. Unlike many other inland-hills,within

the Los Angeles Basin, this SEA is large enough to support
relatively stable large;mammal populations despite the
urban surroundings: - -

tNild~a#e ~~~~mer~~
The Santa Susana Mi untains/Simi Hills SEA includes sev-
eral importantlinkages for wildlife movement. The, Simi

Hills and Santa: Susana Mountains provide a vast open: space
corridor to foster.. wildlife movement between the` Santa

Monica Mountains to the south, San Gabriel Mountains
to the east, and Los Padres National Eorest'to the .north.

Dense, natural habitat associated with the majority of the
study area provides excellent opportunities for conceal.-
ment and water sources while the grasslands provide an

abundance of prey.

5ew~si~iv~ ~iaiogica{ R~sourees = ;
Sensitive biological resources are habitats or:individual spe-
cies that have special resagnition by federal, state, or,loeal
conservation agencies ,and`organizations as endangered,

threatened,.rare, or otherwise sensiXive; this is due to the
species'. deeliniz~g orlimited;distribution or population
sizes, usually resulting: from habitat loss. Watch lists of
such.resources are maintained:by: the California Depart.-
ment of Fish. and Game (CDFG), the United States Fish

and Wildlife Service (USFWS), and special groups such as

the California Native Plant Society (GNPs). 'Ihe following

sections indicate the habitats as well as plant and animal

species present, or potentially present within the SEA, that
have been afforded special recognition.



5~nsitive Plant Comm~n6ties/Habitats
This report/description supports several habitat types This
report/description supports'several haMtattypes considered
sensitive by resource agencies, namely the CDFG [California
Natural Diversity Data Base (CNDDB)] because of their
scarcity and ̀support of a number of'state and federally
listed 'endangered, threatened, and rare'vascular plants;
as well as several sensitive bird and reptile species. These
:communities include .coastal sage scrub; alluvial scrub;
valley oak woodland; mainland cherry woodland, native
grassland, southern willow scrub, and cottonwood-willow
riparian forest which occur throughout the- area. These
communities oryclosely related<designations are consd-
ered highest-inventory priority communities by the CDFG,
indicating that they are experiencing a decline throughout
their range,

Sensrti~e Species
Sensitive species include those'listed, orcandidates for list-
ing by the USFWS CDFG, and CNPS; 'Species which have
been recorded within the SEA as well as'those reasonably
expected to occur include, but are not limited to, Lyon's pen-
tachaeta, Nevin'sbarberry, Braunton'smilkvetch, slender-
horned spineflower; arroyo'southwestern toad, California
red=legged frog, California condor, Swainson's hawk, white-
tailed kite,'and southwestern willow•flycatchen The table
includes locations of sensitive species observed; recorded
in the CNDDB;'or reported ~ti previous documentation as
observed within or in-the immediate vicinity of the SEA.

VI: VALLEYOAKS`5AVAN~AH

General
The Valley Oaks Savannafi Significant Ecological-Area
(SEA) is located northeast of the'Santa Susana Mountains
and west of the' Angeles National Forest; approximately one
mile south of the Santa Clara River and one mile north of
Pico Canyon. The SEA is bordered on the easYby Interstate
5 and is situated between Valencia Boulevard'and McSean
Parkway.- To the west, the SEA is bordered by the foothills
of the Santa Susana Mountains which: are dominated by
chaparral.

~'

Description
The Valley Oaks Savannah SEA is almost completely undis=
turbed except for a few dirt roads.' The majority of the
vegetation on the site consists of a valleyoaks savannah
containing over 1000 trees. Other vegetation on the site
includes coastal sage scruli"and non=native grasses.

V~g~fi~atior~
Due to its small size, vegetation within the Valley Oaks
Savannah SEA is limifed to a few community types: All
plarif species observed orrecorded in previous'documenfa'-
tion within the study area are indicated in the Comprehen-
sive Floral &Faunal Compendium of the SEA User Guide.
Sensitive plant species occurring or potentially occurring
within:the SEA are discussed in the Sensitive Biological
Resources section of this document.

Alant communities within the SEA were classified using
standard methodology and terminology: Most'ofthe com-
munities discussed in this study correspond directly with
those listed in Holland's Preliminary De§criptons of fihe
Terrestrial Natural Communities~of California (1985 and
1992 update). Other communities are named based on
dominant species within them and/or commonly used
terminology. Descriptions and general locations of the'each
plant community present within the SEA including coastal
sage<scrub, valley oak woodland; non-native grassland, and
disturbed are given below. -

Coastal sage scrub communities consist ofdrought-deciduous,
low, soft-leaved shrubs and'herbs on gentle to steep slopes
under 3,000 feet in elevation. Several dorriinant species may
occur within scrub communities and some areas may be
overwhelmingly dominated by one or two species. Domi-
nantspecies-4nclude California sagebrush, California buck-
wheat chaparral mallow; purple sage, coast ̀goldenbush,
and California-astor.

Valley oaksavannah is an open woodland community domi-
nat~d by the broad-leaved, winter-deciduous valley oak with
scattered coastlive oaks in some ar-eas: The oak trees form
ari open,savannah with an _understory that is dominated by
Californiabuckwheat and non-native grasses; This eom-
munity occupies a majority of the site:.

Grassland communities consist of low, herbaceous vegetation
that are dominated by grasses but generally also harbor
native fortis and bulbs as well as naturalized annual fortis.
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Topographic factors that contribute to grassland presence
include gradual slopes or flat areas with deep, well developed
soils in'areas below the 3,000 foot elevation. Non-native
grassland consists of dominant invasive annual grasses
that are primarily of Mediterranean origin. Dominant

species found within this community include slender wild
oat, wild oat, ripgut brome, and foxtail chess along with

scattered coastal sage scrub species. This community type
occurs along the western portion of the north boundary

of the SEA.

Disturbed or barren areas either completely lack vegetation
or are dominated by ruderal species. Ruderal vegetation
typically found onsite include non-native grasses and a high
proportion of weedy species, including tocalote, telegraph
weed, tree tobacco, doveweed, black mustard, and thistle
species. The primary disturbed area within this SEA is
dirt roadways.

tNi~dlife
The relatively small size of the SEA and the limited variety
of vegetation types is unlikely to support a large diversity

of wildlife. However, acorns within the valley oak savan-
nahprovide avaluable food source for a variety of wildlife.
Furthermore, the mature trees are an important source

of nesting and roosting habitat for birds and other arbo-
real vertebrates. While some' wildlife species are entirely
dependent on a single vegetative community, the mosaic of

vegetation communities within adjoining areas constitutes
a functional ecosystem for a variety of wildlife species, both
within the SEA and as part of the regional ecosystem.

The analysis of invertebrates in this study is severely limited

due to the lack of data. However, due to the undisturbed

nature of the. SEA, it is likely to support healthy popula-

tions of many invertebrate species. Amphibians may not
be abundant due to the lack of water in the SEA, however,

shaded areas within the woodland may be moist enough to

allow for a few species to occupy the site. Reptilian diversity
within the SEA is highest within patches of coastal sage.

scrub and may be abundant due the presence of alluvial

wash habitat on adjacent property.

The scrubland, woodland, and grassland habitats in and

adjacent to the SEA provide foraging and cover habitat
for year-round residents, seasonal residents, and migrat-
ing song birds. In addition, the SEA contains abundant
raptor foraging, perching, and nesting habitat. Mammal
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populations within the SEA respond favorably xo:these
habitats.. Not unlike other ,taxonomic,groups, mammal

populations. within:the SSA are limited by acreage but are

likely to,utilize the area frequently.

All wildlife species previously recorded, as well as .those

expected to occur, within the study area are indicated in

the Comprehensive Floral &Faunal Compendium of the

SEA User Guide. Sensitive wildlife species occurring or

potentially occurring within the SEA are discussed below

in the Sensitive Biological Resources section.

`~rldlif~ Movement
Wildlife movement within the Valley Oaks Savannah SEA

is limited to local movement of foraging animals. Although

the SEA does not support regional corridors itself, adjacent

lands to the west and northwest may be important link-

ages for wildlife movement to and from the Santa Susana

Mountains and the Santa Clara River. The location of the

SEA, therefore, may be important secondarily as a corridor

buffer and/or adjacent foraging grounds.

Sensitive iolagic~l ~saurces
Sensitive biological resources are habitats or individual

species that have special recognition by federal, state, or

local conservation agencies and organizations as endan-

gered, threatened, rare, or otherwise principally due to

the species' declining or limited population sizes, usually

resulting from habitat loss. Watch lists of such resources

are maintained by the California Department of Fish and

Game (CDFG), the United States Fish and Wildlife Service

(USFWS), and special groups such as the California Native

Plant Society (CNPS). The following sections indicate the

habitats as well as plant and animal species present, or

potentially present within the SEA, that have been afforded

special recognition.

Sensitive Plant Co m~sr~ities/Nabitafis
The Valley Oaks Savannah SEA supports two habitat types

considered sensitive by resource agencies, namely California

Department of Fish and Game (CDFG), because of either

their scarcity or support of a number of state and federally

listed endangered, threatened, and rare vascular plants,

as well as several sensitive bird and reptile species. These

communities are valley oak woodland and coastal sage

scrub. These communities or closely related designations

are considered highest-inventory priority communities by

the CDFG, indicating that they are experiencing a decline

throughout their range.



Sensitive Species
Sensitive species include those%listed, or candidates t'or list-
ing by USFWS, CDFG and CLAPS (particularly List lA iB,
and 2). These sensitive species include; but- are not limited
to, San Diego coast horned lizard, sharp-shinned hawk, and
Cooper's hawk.

} ; ,...,. f ,.
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Chapter 1: dn~r~ ucti~n ~h~p~ep ~: ~~f~fiy
Figure I-lt Santa Clarita Valley Planning Area Figure S-1: Earthquake Faults
Boundaries Figure S-2: Earthquake Epicenters

• Figure S-3: Seismic Hazards
C9~~p~er 2: L~11d Use Figure S-4: Floodplains

Figure L-1: Communities and Specific Plans Figure S-5: Public Safety Facilities
..Figure L-2: Generalized Land Use and Limited H5 Figure S-6: Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone

Districts
Ch~p~~r 6 Noise

C6~ap~er 3: ~IpttlO~$IOit Figure N-6: Existing Roadway Noise Contours

Figure C-1: Network of Existing Stt-eets and High- Figure N-7: Future Projected Noise Contours

ways> 2007
• Figure G2: Circulation Plan of Streets and

Highways
• Figure C-3: Standard Roadway Cross Sections

• Figure C-4: Helipads

Figure G5: ValleywideBilceway Master Plan

Chapter 4: C~~serv~tior~ and q~~r~ 5~~c~
Figure CO-1: Hillsides and Designated Ridgelines
Figure CO-2: Mineral Resources

• Figure CO-3: Water• Resources
• Figure CO-4: Biological Resources
• Figure CO-5c Significant ecological Areas

Figure CO-6: Cultural and Historical Resources
• Figure C0-7: Scenic.Resources
• Figure CO-8: Parks,~RecreatioYl, and Opexi Space

Figure CO-9: Master Plan of Trails
Figure CO-10: Groundwater Recharge Areas .
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TEXT AMENDMENT TO-THE COUNTYWIDE GENERAL PLAN
PROJECT NO. 82007-01226-(5)

PLAN AMENDMENT CASE NO,. 2009-00006-(5)
SANTA CLARITA VALLEY AREA PLAN UDPATE (ONE VALLEY ONE VISION)

1. Amend the "Non-Urban Hillside. Development", Section of the Land Use
Element (pg. 111-41 to III-42), as follows:

Residential development within; non-urban hillside management areas is subject to the
following density standards:

~~I~~TYallll9~ $jai c rr~° €~#9~L-9

Natural Slope Low High
25 to 50% 1 d.u./10 acres 1 d.u./2 acres
Greater than 50% ~PIe~A~~p~+ca~4e0 d.u. 1 d.u./20 acres

0

0

~e-a8~4,- Development proposals exceeding the low density threshold are subject to the
Hillside Management/Performance Review Procedure. The density granted will reflect
the extent to which performance criteria are met.

Adopted areawide, community, and specific plans may establish the maximum
permitted non-urban densities for ° ° non-
urban hillside management areas.- However, in no case will such densities be greater
than the one dwelling unit per acre maximum established for all non-urban areas.

2. Amend the "Non-Urban Hillside Management Areas" Section of Appendix A
of the Land Use Element (pg. III-64 to III-66), as follows:

1. Slope Density Relationship
Residential development shall be subject to the following density standards:

Slope Low Density Threshold Maximum Density
25 to 50 1 ~ae~i~d.u. / 10 ac. 1 d.u./2 acres
Greater than 50 Ie0 d.u. 1 d.u./20 acres

All residential development proposals at densities exceeding the low density threshold
(as calculated utilizing the methodology appearing on page III-82) will be reviewed for
compliance with the performance criteria set forth herein, and will require a ,
~°„°'̂ ^~°̂ + Hillside Management Conditional Use Permit. The density granted by the
Permit will reflect the extent to which performance criteria are met.

Page 1 of 2



Local Plan Options -- Where adopted areawide,' community or specific plans apply, they
establish the maximum non-urban densities °
These plans may reflect the countjiwide standards set forth `above, or may. set
standards more appropriate to protection' of identified local'' hillside resources.
Notwithstanding these locally adopted standards, all residential development proposals
exceeding the low density threshold established countywide will require approval of"a
Hillside ~9e~e~e~r~ter~Management Conditional Use .Permit. The density granted will
reflect the~extent'to which hillside performance"criteria are met.

0

~:

0
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ADDENDUM 70 FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT

SANTA CLARITA VALLEY AREA PLAN UPDATE
PROJECT NQ. 82007-01226-(5) .

PLAN AMENDMENT N0.2009-0.000:6-(5)
ZONE CHANGE NQ. 2009-00009-(5) ;.

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT N0.2009.00080-(5)
STATE CLEARINGHOUSE N0.2008071119

APPROVED PROJECT

On F~bruary,28, 2012, ;the .Los. Angeles County (County) Board.of ;Supervisors (Board)
conducted a ;public hearing regarding the Santa Clarity Valley. Area .:Plan ,Update (Area
Klan. Update), Project (Project No. 82007=p1226-(5)). After closing ,the public hearing,
the Board certified the project's Final Environmental.lmpact Report (FEIR), the related
California Environmental ;:Quality Act (CEQA) Findings and S~~tement of Overriding
Considerations, ,and the :related =Mitigation Monitoring Plan...The Board also indicated: its
intent to approve Plan Amendment No. ,2009-00006,-(5) and Zone Change No; 2009-
00009(5) aid instructed County=Co,unsel .to prepare the final documents, including the
neces5~ry resolutipn and;zpne change;ordinance. ,

Plan Amendment No. 2009-00006-(5) repeals the current Santa Clarity Valley Area
Plan (adopted; in 1.984 and :subsequently: amended) and ,adopts the Area Plan .Update,
which includes the following Elements: Land- Use, Circulation, Conservation and, Open
Space,; Safety, and Noise. Plan Amendment No. 2009-00006-(5) also-..amends.,: the
current Countywide General ,Plan (adopted in 1980 and- subsequently amended) to
clarify adopted provisions relate~_,to hillside. management. areas-,and to allow loyal plans,
such as .the. Area Plan Update, ,to establish the allowable maximum .residential densities

9 
,~ ..

in all hillside myna emenf areas.

Zone Change No. 2009-000,09-(5) ,changes the zoning;desi~nations of parcels within
the Bouquet Canyon, Castaic Canyon, Mount Gleason, Newhall; Sand Canyon, and
Soledad Zoned Districts to ensure that zoning designations are consistent with the Area
Plan Update. Zone Change No. 2009-00009-(~). alsg amends the,. County Zoning
Ordinance to .clarify adopted provisions related to hillside management, areas and to
allow local plans, such as the Area Plan Updafe, to establish the allowable maximum
residential densities in all hillside management areas.

The FEIR identified less than significant impacts, with no recommended mitigation
measures, in the following categories: Land: Use; Aesthetics; Mineral Resources;
Hazards and Hazardous Materials; Community Services; Parks and Recreation; and
Population and Housing.

The FEIR identified significant impacts that could be mitigated to less than significant
with mitigation measures in the following categories: Transpbrtafon and Circulation;
Cultural Resources; Geology,- Soils, ̀and 'Seismicity; ̀ ̀ Hydrology and Water Quality;



Public Services; and' Utilities and Infrastructure (Wastewater,
Telecommunication/Energy, and Natural Gas Sections)..

The FEIR identified significant impacts that 'could nofi be mitigated to less than
significant with mitigation measures, and'-are therefore significant and unavoidable, in
the following categories: Air ̀ Quality; Global Climate Change; Agricultural Resources;
Biological Resources; Water Services (outside of the Castaic Lake Water Agency
service area); Utilities and Infrastructure (Solid Waste ̀Section); and Noise.

MODIFICATIONS TO APPROVED PROJECT

After closing the public' hearing on February 28 2012,' the Board indicated ifs intenf to
approve Plan Amendment No: 2009-00006=(5) and Zone Change No. 2009=00009-(5)
and instructed County Counsel to prepare the final documents; including the necessary
resolution and zone change ordinance. The Board "also insfiructed the Department ofi
Regional Planning to incorporafe three requesfs made by the Castaic Town Council, the
Tesoro del Valle'Masteh Homeowners Association, and the`'communities of Acton and
Agua Dulce. The Board also instructed the 'Department of Regional Planning, in
"consultation with'-the Departm`enf of Public Works, to address the concerns raised of the
public hearing and to come back with any'recommended modificatiohs #b address those
concerns.

The #ollowing three°-requests were made by the ̀Castaic Town Council, -the Tesoro' del
Valle Master Homeowners Assocafiion, and the corrimun'ities of Acfon'and Agua Dulce:
' • 'Change the land °use designation of fihe ̀Charlie Canyon area to Rural Land 2

(RL2); with'a maximum residential ̀density of one unit- per two acres; and to Rural
Land' 5 (RL5); with a maximum residential density of one unit per five acres.
Change .he .land use d~~ig~atic^ of ~,ll p"~a~~~ ~f ~h~ Tesoro Vie! l,~~E6e mister
planned community to Residential 2 (H2), with a maximum density of two units
per one acre.

•' Change the classification of Agua Dul.ce Canyon Road,' Davenport Road, and
Escondido Canyon Road to Limited Secondary Highway.

In"accordance with the Board's instruction, the Area Plan` Update's Land Use Policy
Map was revised to change the land use designations of the Charlie Canyon area and
tfie Tesoro d'~I Valle master planned community, as follows '
• 941.64 acres were changed from Rural Land 10 ' (RC10), with a maximum

residential density of one. unit per 10 acres, to RL5;
• 164.38 acres were changed from RL1.0 to RL2;
• 8:1..07 acres were changed from RL10 to H2; and
• 685.93 acres were changed from`RL5 to H2.

The Area Plan ..Update's Land Use Policy Map provides .land .use designations ,for
273,628.62 acres in the. unincorporated portions of the Santa Clarita Valley. The
changes listed above relate to:a total of 1,873.02 acres. Therefore the changes listed



above affect; only 0.68% of the- area within the Area:. Plan Update's Land Use Policy
Map.

The revised Land Use Policy Map, is attached to this Addendum, to the FEIR and it
supersedes Figure 3.1-2 in the FEIR.

In accordance with<the Board's instruction, Figure C-2 in Appendix 11 of the Area Plan
Update was revised to change the classification, of Agua , Dulce Canyon Road,
Davenport Road, and Escondido Canyon Road_: from Secondary Highway to :Limited
Secondary: Highway.

The revised .Circulation-Plan; of Streets and Highways: is;attacbed to this Addendum to
the FEIR and it supersedes Figure 3.2-5 in the FEIR.

In accordance with :.the Board's. instruction,, concerns ;raised> at the public hearing. have
been addressed. This Addendum to fhe FEIR includes responses to written comments
submitted .during. the ..Board's deliberation - as well ~s ;responses; to .verbal comments
made at the public .hearing. ,Two modifications were made to address concerns raised
at the public hearing. ,

The first. modification was the addition of the ,following lan~uage;,to the. Area Plan
Update's Land- Use Element:

There are several parcels in the unincorporated Santa Clarita Valley that contain
an easement for the-Los Angeles Aqueducts (Aqueducts) or that are adjacent to
an easement for.the Aqueducts. At the time -this Area Plan was adopted, those
parcels were identified as: , ,.~.

-, • .Assessor's- Parcel Number (APN) 2827.-032-003; --
• APN 2581-001-008;
•, :, APN 2581-001=009,:and .
• APN 2581..-001 ~-010.

The Aqueducts;are a crucial piece of public infrastructure that. must be protected.
Therefore, as a matter of Area Plan policy, any proposed. development on these
parcels that requires discretionary.approual shalLbe referred to the :City of Los
Angeles Department of Water and ,Power (LApWP) for review and: comment. In

?addition, appropriate conditions - and/or mitigation. measures : to protect the
Aqueducts shall: be developed in collaboratipn with LADWP:

The second modification was to change the. zoning classification of APN 2827-032-003,
APN 2581-00.1-008, APN 2581-001-009,- ,and APN 2581-001-010:'. ;from M-1 (Light
Manufacturing) to M-1-DP (Light. Manufacturing, Development Program). The change in
zoning classifications only. relates to Zone, Change Case No: 2009-00009-(5) and no
changes were made to the Area Plan Update's Land Use Policy Map.



Other modifications were made in addition to those directed by the Board. The Area
Plan Update's Land Use Policy Map was reformatted and modified to reflect several
annexations to the City of Santa Clarita that have been completed since February 28,
2012: The Zoning Map was also reformatted and modified to reflect the aforementioned
annexations. A Zone Change Map was created to 'supplement the Zoning` Map by
highlighting the specific parcels where the zoning designation is being changed. The
Zone' ̀C{~ange Map will be` attached to the zone 'change" ordinance: All maps in
Appendix II°' of the Area Plan Update were reformafited and modified to` reflect` the
aforementioned °ahnexafiions.' Figure G5 in Appendix'll was also modified to reflect fhe
County's Bicycle Master Plan, which was adopted by the Board on =March 13, 2012.
Figure S-6 in Appendix II was also modified to reflect updated data from the State
Department of Forestry`and' Fire Protection. Lastly,"an error in Figure CO-5 in' Appendix
II was corrected.

CEQA FINQINGS'PERTAINING TO MODIFICATIONS TO APPROVED'PROJECT

Section 15164 of the' CEQA Guidelines ̀ authorizes a Lead Agency #o pr"epare''an
Addendum to a 'previously certified` EIR' if changes`or additions fo the documenf are
necessary but none of the following conditions described in Section 15162 of the CEQA
Guidelines are present:

• Substantial changes are ̀ proposed in the project which will require major
revisions of the previous EIR due to the involvement of new 'significant
environmental effects or a substantial increase in severity of previously
ideritifietl significant effects;

• Substantial changes have occurred with respect ~fo the circum'stanees under
which` the projecf is undertaken 'which will' require major "revisions of the
previous EIR due to the involvement of 'new potentially significant
~r~vi~~r~m~ntal ~i#ec:~ or ~ ~u~~tantia! ;n~rea~e ;~ #he's~verit~ of ~rev;~~sl~
identified potentially significant effects; and

• New information of substantial importance,' which was 'not known;" antl could
not have been known with the exercise of reasonable diligence at the time the
previous EIR was certified as complete, shows any of the following:

o The project will Mave one or :more significant effects=not discussed in
+the previous EIR;

o Potentially 'significant"effects previously examined will be substantially
more severe than shown in' the previous EfR;

o: New'°'mitigation measures or' alternatives previously found to be
infeasible have beep found to'`be feasible but declined' by the project
proponent to be adopted; and

o New Ynitigation measures or alternatives which are 'considerably
'different from those analyzed in ̀ the previous EIR, and that would
substantially` reduce one or more potentially significant" effects on the
environment, have been found 'and declined by the project proponent
to be adopted.



The FEIR certified by the Board on February 28, 2012 analyzed potential project
impacts in the following categories: Land- Use; Transportation and` Circulation; Air
Quality; Global Climate Change; Agricultural. Resources;. Aesthetics; Biological
Resources; Cultural Resources; Geology, Soils, and Seismicity; Mineral Resources;
Hazards and Hazardous Materiels; Hydrology and Water Quality; Water Service;
Community Services; Public Services; Parks and Recreation; Utilities and Infrastructure;
Noise; and Population and Housing.

The FEIR identified less than significant impacts, with no recommended mitigation
measures, in the following categories: Land Use; Aesthetics; Mineral. Resources;
Hazards` and Hazardous Materials; community Services; Parks and Recreation; and
Population and 

Housing.

The FEIR idehtified significant impacts that could 6e mitigated to less than significant
with mitigation measures. in the following _categories:. Transportation and Circulation;
Cultural; Resources,.:;. Geology, ;Soils, ;and .,Seismicity; Hydrology :and Water Quality;,
Public Services; and Utilities and Infrastructure (Wastewater,
Telecommunication/Energy, and Natural Gas Sections).

The FEIR identified significant impacts that .could, not be mitigated to less than,
::significant with mitigation measures; and art therefore; significant and unavoidable, ,in
the following categories: Air Quality; 'Global Climate Change; Agricultural Resources;
Biological Resources; Water Services (outside 'of the`' Castaic Lake Water 

Agency

service area); Utilities and Infrastructure (Solid Waste Section); and Noise.

The, changes to the Area Plan Update's Land Use' Policy ̀ Map directed by the' Board
affect only 0.68% of the area within that map and are therefore not significant. The
changes to Figure G2 in Appendix II of the Area Plan Update directed by the Board do
not affect the conclusions in the FEIR according to testimony made by DPW at the
public hearing on February 28, 2012. The two modifications made to address concerns
raised at the public hearing did not result in any significant changes to the project.'
Lastly, the other modifications were not substantive and primarily consisted of
reformatting and updating obsolete data. Therefore, the modifications to the approved
project will not alter the findings and conclusions in the FEIR, nor will they cross any
new or additional thresholds of significance identified in Section 15162 of the. CEQA
Guidelines that would require a subsequent EIR. The modifications to the approved
project qualify for an Addendum to a previously certified EIR, as authorized under
Section 15164 of the CEQA Guidelines.

Prepared by Mitch Glaser, AICP, Supervising Regional Planner
Reviewed by Elaine Lemke, Principal Deputy County Counsel



Letter No. H 1
Cie lik Mieha~l

.From: ~cenbcenner (kenbrenn~r@~ocal.rr,comj
Seat; Saturday; January 28, 2p122:~8 PM
'f~►: F~ub(ickiearing
Subj+~c#: OVOV /Project Na R20Q7-09225-(5)

Attachments; Forestry no parRin~ si9nJp9. Ge~rreet Address.jp9; Bo~ndry Map,«iPG

..'~ ~.::~ .'r.!
~ore~try no pafking ~orce~t Acidress:jpg Boundry Map:Ji'Ca _

~i~~Jp9 :~... (237 KB)~ (55~ KBD
live in "SL.EEPY VALLEY SAUGUS" of the unincorporated. Los Angles

County in the state of California. W~ ~"~'8 r►ot in the Santa Ciarita Vai{ey end we-are not located near Aqua. We ara in fact
the true defini#ion of a rural area with khat distinction, designation, and 1eg~i definition of a rural location. There are only
three (3) ~freets up ofFfrom the state hwy of sierra hwy and we ate tucked-into the Angles Natian~(~'or~stwith a aint~i~
narrow str~Et at khe tGp. We .are situated in a "Gc~en Belt" area surrounded with very till 'Old Growth" trees.

This is a very nice, quite, and peaceful rural area, It will never become part of Santa Ciarita or Agua Qu(ce; nor will .sleepy
valley ever be abi~ tc~ change without a camp(ete tear Qut and rebuild with sp~r'►e type of funding tm~chanism, or community
block grant. There is absolutely r~o infrastcuctur~ to support any build out up here- even if them was enough land, spare
and roam to accomplish such a major undertaking in the future.

A(I of the Streets and lots and houses up here on the #777 tact rrtap are extremely small, However ! am concerned that
any ~h~ttges to include us in the prppaS~d Q,V.O.V. will subject all owne~a to undue burdens which wi11 result in the
already seduced property values. Please ensure that this letteris entered into the public ~ecoed during the camrri~n# period.
I wrill be: unable to aktend any public meetings. As you are aware of APX 62 home owners; maybe three principal.parties
ever show up far them and t am aiwa~s of the minority position up here.

bn the legal notice sent to m~ the name of sleepy vaifey was excluded and not lis4ed as one of the arias being in conflict.
and effected by the proposed changes,. also t notice thatynur mail noticas-.are addressed as if we are residing in the ~~V
area and nothing is further from the~truth. Does i~ r~~ll~t~ r~1~t~~r'~ I strongly believe that it does. Just as shown on ALL of the
available maps', we are sleepy valley Saugus, C1~. and;should be considered and treated ~s"5{.EEPY VALLEY SAUGUS"
s~p~r~te in and of itself.,

Thank you ft~r your time wit{t regards to #h~s~ p~rtine~i# issue.

Kenneth N. 8renn~r,

i
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Letter No. H1 Ken Brenner, January28, 2U12

Response 1

The commenter states that he lives in Sleepy Valley Saugus and expresses the opinion that this
unincorporated area should riot be considered part o£ the Sanfia Clarita Valley or the community
of Agua Dulce. The commenter expresses concern that Sleepy Valley Saugus: is included within

the boundaries of the proposed Area Plan, as this will subject all property owners to undue ,
burdens which will result in reduced property values.

The comment is directed to the' proposed Area Plan, not the EIR, and raises issues that do not
appear to relate to any physical effect on the environment. The comment will be included as

part of the record and made available to fihe decision makers prior to a final decision on the

proposed Area Plan. However, because the comment does not raise an ̀environmental issue; no
further response is required.



Letter No. H2

~{s:,

"1~ },i ~ eulWing hMUetryAeeoelatlon
,/ , . ;'' ~ . tos AngelasYentura Chspter

January 31, 2012 '; ̀

Supervisor Michael D. Ant~nov el~
Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors
SQQ W Temple St
Los. Angeles, CA

Dear Supervisor Aritonovicl~,

As you are aware, the Los Angeles ~ounl"y UeparCznent of RegianaI Planning ̀is in -the process of
updating the ordinance and nnaps`assaciated with Significant Ecological Ares (SEA;): Mexriibers
of the Building Industry Association of Southern California —Los Angeles &Ventura Counties
:Chapter are can~ernec~ aY~out the dcannatic increase ixt t1~E annaunt of land that will be,ide~~tified as
SEA, Iii tgtal, Hearty 44% ofthe unincorporated,land in Las Angeles County will be designated
as an SEA, under the current proposal.

BTASC/LAV, submitted the attached letter as part oftlie public cornrn~nt period, wlYich closes on
February 1. Beyo~ad the ebncerns identified in the letter about tkte SEA ordinance overall, we a~•e
concenlect tllaf the expanded SEA areas have been, incorporated into tke proposed 'C7ne Valley
One Vision A,r~a Flan foi• the Santa Glarita Valle, which w ll'be considered- ~y ~ttie Board of
Supervisors on Febraary 28, 2012; In alI other areas ofthe County, the SEA::maps and ordinance
are being<updated as :part of the overall General Plan.

Given the extent o~o~r coi7ce~~ns about the SEA expansion and draft ordinance, we believe it is
~areniature to adopt i~ew SEA bou~iclaeies as pa~~l of tti~ One Valley One Vision Area f lan. We
rESpectifully xequest that tfie Board remove tl~e.SEA avei•lay from fhe Area Ptan anti have then
considered as part of the broader discussion of tl~e SEA ordinauee and the proposed County
General Plan. 

_ . _,

Thank-you far your• consideration:

Sincerely

Holy Schraedex
Chief Executive ~~~cer
Los Angeles/Ventura Counties C}iapter
Building Industry Association of Southern California

Cc: Richard Bruckner., Department of Regional Plan~iin~
2480 l~venue Stanford, Suite 24p, Santa Clarita, California 91355 Office (661) 257-5046 I=ax {66!) 70S-44S~

~vww.bialay.orc;
`•Buildiiag Homes ... Iiuitding Cotntni~nities"



Letter No. I=I2 Holly Schroeder, January 31, 2012

Response 1

The commenter, CEO for the Los Angeles County and Ventura Counties Chapter of the
Building Industry Association; expresses concerns about the proposed Area Plan's expansion' of

SEAs within the unincorporated Santa Clarity Valley. The commenter also expresses' concerns
about draft. revisions to the Los Angeles County Zoning Ordinance (Zoning Ordinance)
provisions regulating development in SEAs. The commenter states that, given hex concerns
about the proposed expansion of SEAs and the draft revisions. to the Zoning Ordinance, ..she
.requests that the Board of Supervisors remove the SEA overlay from the proposed Area Plan
and have the SEAs;be, considered as part of the broader discussion regarding. the draft revisions
to the Zoning Ordinance and the Countywide General Plan Update.

The County=considered retaining the-existing SEAs as an alternative in the EIR. This alternative
was considered but rejected, as described in Section 2.0, Project Description, of the Revised

Draft EIR:

"This alternative involves retaining the existing SEA designations, as establis~ied
pursuant to the adoption of the Countywide General Plan in:1984, instead of

desi~atxng the new S~As identified #hrc~~gh the SEA Study eo~tpleted b~ PCI~.

in September 2000. This alternative would decrease the proposed acreage o£ SEA

designations in the County's Planning Area' from 47,458 to 12,458. This
alternative was rejected because the new SEAS are based on more recent

,.>
biological analysis. and their designation will ensure that development projects in

e31V1P~D:1:?I~Ttt1~,l~ SeTlS1tIV£ 3Td'iic 7~~ tnrr~~y~l~ rP~~iP~n~Prl anrj Pvalii~tarj fnr

compatibility with biological resources. guiding Principle #10 of the Area Plan

also supports designating the new SEAs." (Revised Draft EIR, pg..2.0-128)

The proposed Area Plan does not include any revisions to the Zoning Ordinance

provisions regarding development in SEAS. 'Therefore, the comment regarding the draft

revisions to the Zoning Ordinance are not directed to the proposed Area Plan or to the

EIR for the: proposed Area Plan. No further response is required.
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Letter No. H3 Maureen Davidheiser, February 4, 2012

Response 1

'The commenter expresses her opposition to the proposed Santa Felicia Significant

Ecological Area (SEA) designation and reiterates comments made in Letter No. D63,

Letter No. DS6, and Leiter No. G1.

Please see responses to Letter No. D63, Letter No. D86, and Lefiter No. G1.
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February 17, 2012

Via Email aid U.S. Mazl
Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
320 W: Temple Street Roorim'`1'350

Letter No. H4

E-MACE:
AGM@CIICEARTH(.A W. COM

~~E. i-
i q

t ~ r # S'~~ 2 ~ 2Q~2 € ~~~; a

Los Azageles;' ~A 90012 ;

Re'. One Valley Une Vision Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan'U'pdate—Opposition to
Removal of Limited Secondary Highway Designation for Slaan Canyon Road

Honorable Supervisors:

'Orr behalf of Citizens for Casta c (CFC), a community arganizat on consisting'of
more'than 400 Castaic area coinr~unity members; we strongly urge you ̀to reconsider't~ie
Planning Commission's recommendation to remove existing and long standing Limited
Secondary Highway (LSH) designation firom the middle section of Sloan Canyon Raad
between Hillcrest Parkway and Mandolin Canyon Road.' CFC'requests that you instead
listen to desires of the rriajot~ity of the Castaic community and maintain the status quo'by
l~avin~ the I~SH designation in place for all of S1oari-Canyon Raad, which will ail~w for
the safe and`con~•enient access required for the new Castazc High' School.

I. there is Overwhelming Support for Maintaining the LSH Designation.

The Castaic carrimunity overwhelining supports maintaining the LSH designation
for this section of Sloan Canyon Road,' which'has been iri place`for over 50`years. On
:Poly 11, 2011, Citizens for Castaic provided you with copies of the more than 600'letters
from residents and business that support maintaining the LSH designation. Of all the
letters submitted to the County-`and posted on"tie OVOV website, 708 letters support
maintaining the LSF~ designation fax all of Sloan Canyon Road, while only 20 letters
favd~ed the removal of the designation: Additionally, 80'percent of the owners of parcels
along this section of Sloan Caazyon Road support maintaining the LSH designation.

The Castaic Area T'own~ Council also supports maintaining tiie LSH designation
for Sloan Canyon Road between'Hillcrest Parkway and iV[a~adolin Canyon Road. 'The
Town Council was created by the County to present commuiaity points of view of the
entire Castaic area to the Board of Supervisors. The Board has previously stated
recommendations of the Tawn Council carry great weight on issues that would impact the

I■■_!J
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Castaic area.

Ii. Sloan Canyon Road Will Provide.. Access to the New Castaie High School.

Much of the support for Ieavzng fihe LSH designation in place is due,to the factthat
access to the new Castaie High School would be provided via Sloan Canyon Road
between Hillerest Parkway and Mandolin Canyon Road. The Castaic High. School will be
built on 71 acres with capacity for 2,600 students and a 5,000 seat athletic stadium. The
Castaic High School would be available for adult education classes and other community
uses during non-school hours. In anticipation of the access needs of the high school, the
developer th~.t will be constructing;the Casta c High. Schopl has submitted a request that
the LSH designation be maintained.,:

In addition to the high school traffic that would rely on this section n~ Sloan.
Canyon Road, it is reasonably foreseeable that the developers owning large parcels of
land near the high school will be spurred into moving forward with approved residential
projects or planning new residential developments. Traff c from these new. residential
developments would also rely on Sloa~z Canyon Road foz• access.

~ircumstance5 have changed;since X008 wh~~z the removal of the LSH for Sinan
Canyon Road was c~ri~ pally proposed. At that time, the Castaic High school was
planned for the east side of the I-S and would not have relied,upon access-.from Sloan
Canyon Road. Since tk~at time, the location of the Castaic High School has moved to the
west side of the I-5 and a large percentage of those attending Castaic High School would
access the high, sehoalfrom. Sloan Canyon Road between IIillcrest.Parkway and
Mandolin Canyon Road. The William S. Hart High. School District ("School District") is
quickly -moving forwaxd with its plans for the high school. Now that circumstances have
changed, the County must,re~onsider. whether it is i~ the best: interest of the. Castaic
cprnmunxiy to rer~nove: the designation..

III.. Clarifications Regarding Analysis of the LSH Desfgnation Removal..

(;FC has sent ~everat ,letters to the County regarding the adverse traffic and safety
impacts associated with r~nnoving the LSII designation from Sloan Canyon Raad. In
these comments vve wish to address several inaccurate or patentiall~ misleading
stat~m~nts made by County Planning stiff at the September 28, 2011 Planning
Commission hearing that may have impacted the Planning commission's derision to
recommend removal of the.LSH.

C
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A. The EI~t for OVOV Dogs Not Analyze Traffic from the Castaic Nigh ;
Sehaol.:

As stated in several previous Letters from CFC, including our September 27, 2011
letter to the Planning Commission, included as a~n attachment to this .letter (Attachment 1),
tlae School L)~strict proposes to construct a Castaic High School for 2,600 students and a
5,000 seat stadium,in Romero Canyon;and proposes to provide dual access via the section
of Sloan Canyon Road proposed., for a dawngxade. Approximately 30 percent of the
Castaie population. lives on Hillcrest Parl~way, and would.likely access,the proposed high
schools by using the:: portion of Sl9an Canyon Road between Hillcrest P~.rkway and
Mandolin Canyon Read. The I,SH designation of this section of Sioan;Canyon Road
would also ~rovide.the,need~d circulation between the high schoor.and the Carta c
Mzdd~e ~c~iopl lo~a~ed on Hillcrest, Parkway,

CFC submitted letters of su~po~t for,mainta.ining the LSH designation tram more
.than 600 Castaic area residents who want to ensure there is safe access to the; Castaic
High School and adequate connectivity for the Castaic community. Based on the School
District's plan to provide access fio the Castaic High School from the middle section of
Sloan Canyon Road, the Castaic Area Town Council reversed its previous
recommendation. that the. LSH designation Yee removed from this section and instead
requested the County maintain the LSH designation far all:o£ Sloan Canyon Road.

CFC considers xt essential that the Coua~ty consider the traffic that would be
generated by xhe ,Cast~.ic High School and the need for ,a safe route .to school for; bicyclists
and pedestrians when deciding, y~!hether or not retain the LSH designation for all of Sloan
Canyon Road. At tk~e September 28, 2U11.PIannin~,Commissian hearing.an the OUOU,
the Planning Commission asked Planning sta~~' whether Sloan :Canyon Road would meet
the school traffic needs if tk~e designation, is removed. Tn response Steve Burger, a
representative of tk~e Public Works Department, stated "we've taken a;.really,close look at
traffic,;both at full6uild out of the QVOV and taken into consideration .a potentialaccess
for th;e school and we still didn't feel a highway was warranted."

CFC believes Mr. Burger's statements may have misled the Planning
Commissioners to believe°tk~a~ the environmental impact report: (EIR) far the OV4V
considered the traffic associated with the Castaic Nigh School when analyzing whether to
maintain the existing Limited Secondary Highway designation. This is not the case.
Despite numerous comments from CFC, CFC's highly experienced tra~t"ic expert;; and
CFC members and supporters requesting the.. EIR consider:.the traffic that would be
generated by the .Castaic High School, the County failed to include such analysis in the.
EAR. Dismissing :the many comments pointing out the drat EIR's, failure to consider
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Castaic High School traffic, the final EIR stated it was unnecessary for the EIR to
consider such traffic because the location of the high school had not'been determined in
200$ when the Notice of Preparation for the OVOV was issued and that high school
traffic issues would be dealt with in the EIR for the Castaic High School:

The comrnenter'states`that the Revised Draft EIR's proposal to remove the Limited
Secondary Highway designation from a porCion of Sloan Canon Road failed to
include the tra~fiG that would be generated ~iy the proposed Castaic Area High
School.::'At fihe time the Notice of 'reparation for this ~,IR was issued o~ July 28,
2008, the'location of the'proposed Castaic Az~ea High School had not been
determined. TY~'e" OVOV VaIIey~Wide Traffic Study (Appendix 3.2 of the Revised
Draft EIR) analyzed all of the existing, proposed, and expected traffic in the
unincorporated Santa Clarity Valley ~s of July 28, 20Q8, puxsuant`to State`CEQA
Guidelines Section 15125(x). Furthermore, an irzdepe~ident aria site'specific EIR is
presently underrway for the proposed Castaic Area High School. Site-specific
traffic impacts associated with the proposed high school will be`addresseci in that
project' EIR.

(PEIR p. 2.0-SOS.)

Thus, contraiy "to the implication by County staff at the Septe nber`28 I'ianning '
Commission hearing, Courity'staff has not analyzed whetilaer tkie to affic generated by the
Castaic High School would necessitate the retention of the LSH designation for Sloan
Canyon Road between Mandolin C~riyon Road and Hillcre~t Parkway for'capac ty or
safety purposes. ̀'Moreover, it is inadequate ~or`the OVOV EIR to push off discussion'of
the traffic generated by the Castaic ~iigh Sclioal ̀to the project ETR for the high school.
Once the County rennoves the`LSH designation, the ~cl~oal District does not have'
jurisdiction to reinstate`the A SH designation, even rf the EIR"for the high school shows it
is needed:' Further, the-Land Use Elemerit'for the OVOV requires the County to work
~•wtl schodl districts in the planning for new school facilities. (Policy LU 8` 1.12:)
Ignoring the liigl~ likel l~o~dthe Castaic High Schoo'1 will be developed with access via
the section of Sloatl Canyon Road proposed to be d~wrgraded frorn'a LSH is not `
coordinating with the School District on new school facilities planning.

B. ̀ LSD Desi~natYOn of Sloan Canyon toad Wound Not ~tequ ire ~` 55 to' 6
Mile Per ~iou~ speed Lirnxt

CFC also wants to address the misleading statements regarding the need for the
speed limit on Sloan CaanyonRoac~ fo be SS to 65 miles'per hour if the LSH designation is
maintained: At the Planning Commission hearing, Regional Planning Department

- representative Mitch Glasser stated if Sloan Canyon Road is a limited seco~ad~iry highway

1■rl

~~I



Board of Supervisors
February 17,.2012
Page 5 of 9

it has to be engineered for speeds of I thi~ic SS ~nniles per lour or maybe more." Nkr.
Burger added;"the alignment of the road and how sharp the curves are to accommodate a
hzgher sped and the actual design ~s closer to 65 MPH for a highway whereas a local;
connector, it can be designed more to accommodate the topography to be around oak trees.
anal things like t~iat."

It is misleading to claim the County would be required to set a speed limit of 65
miles pex hour an a lzz~.ited secondary highway, Sloan Canyon Raad is a County road, not
a state highway, and:as such, the County.. has the authority. under the County Municipal
Code and the California Vehicle Code to set a lower speed limit to ensure safety. The
County ~Vlunzcipal Code states: ,

Whenever the. bgard £aids and determines upon the basis of an engineering
and traffic survey that the -speed limit of 65 miles per hour is more than is
reasonable, or safe upon, any portion of the. highway. where such sped limit
of 65 miles per hour is applicable. underthe State Vehicle Cade, and further
determines that a speed of 60, 55, 50, 4S, 35 or 25 miles per hour s more
a~propariate to facilitate the. orderly movement of traffc and is reasonable
and safe, the comnni~sioner shall post the appropriate signs upon such
highways specifying such speed limits of 60, 55, 50, 45, 40, 3S, 30 or 25
miles per hour as the. case may be.

(LA County Municipal Code§ 15.32.020; see also California Vehicle Code § 22358.)
Thus, if it is determined with engineering and traf~e surveys (which have; not yet been
prepared) that tie topography and,curves on Sloan Canyon Road would-_make a speed
limit of 65 miles. per hour unsafe, the County can set the speed limit as low as 25 miles
per hoax on thES road.

C.: LSH Designation Qf Sloan Canyon Road Would Allow for the PrQVision
of Necessary Safety Features..

Roads designated as limited secondary highway are,intended to "provide[ access
to low-density. settlements,. ranches and recreation areas, v,~ith a standard. improvement of
64 feet of right-of-way, with two,tra~fic banes.", (LA,County Code § 22.0$.120 L.) The
section of Sloan Canyon Road b~tween,Htllcrest Parkway and Mandalin.Canyo~l Road is
~an area oflow.-density ranches. There are approximately ten driveways on this mile and a
:half long section of S1aan Ganya~ Road, all of which are wide and long, providing access:
to homes .set back more than 100. feet from the. roadway. The Circulation Element of the
OVOV-states. tna~ limited secondary highways are intended to provide a balance in
mobility and accessibility, providing less mobility than other types pf highways, but. nnore
than local roads, which are intended to serve only the residents living an that roadway.
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LSH designated roads are intended to provide more access than other types highways, in
particular safer pedestrian access: (QVOV Circulation Elentaent p. 78.) The limzted
number of driveways and large setbacks on this section of Sloan Canyon Road would
allow far the mobility I.SHs are intended'to provide, and Che LSH designation would
accommodate the safe pedestrian access required for the Castaic High School.

If tk e T.,SH'clesignation is removed from this section of Sloan Canyon Road it
would become a local street, which according to the Circulation. Element for the County,'
is "designed for futl access and limited mobility, and may include ~•esidental streets;
private streets, 'service roads, and public alleys." Local streets a~•e z~ot zaitended to be a
connectio~z between a large segment of the area population and a use such as the Castaic
High School. As a local street, development of this section of Sloan Canyon Road would
be limited`to a wd'th'of 28 feet under the Castaic Area Community Standards District.

'tVVhile a few cornrnunity''members expressed alari~a over°the thought that leaving
the limited'secondary Mghway designation in place ~ouid allow development of Sloan
Canyon Road as a'four lane highway, the Planning;staff acicnawledged that Sloan Canyon
Road would be a two lane road; whether" it is a LSH ar a local roadway. ~-however, ̀this
acknowledgennent did riot discuss the safetybene~ts the added width of a'limited ```'`
secondary highway could provide.-

1. LSH Designation Allows far the Inclusion of Turn Lanes.

As a local street with a width limit of 28 feet, Srloan Canyon Road would only be able to
provide two 12 foot wide travel lanes vvitki narraw'inverted shoulders. (LA County Code
~§ 22.44.137.D.) In contrast, if the Iimitecl secondary highway designation is left in place,
~laan Canyon Road. would have enough width to allow the inclusion of a left turn lane an
Sloan Canyon Road at Barringer for the many parents one! students traveling from
Hi~lcrest Parkway to the Castac High School. As' a limited secondary highway, left`turn ,
`lanes could also be provided into the several horse boarding stables located along this
section of Sloari.Canyan Road. The safety and convenience associated with the ability to
provide tuirn Ianes on a limited secondary highway, btiit no~C on a local street,'wa~s not
disclosed to tk~~ Planning Corrimiss on by the Planning staff. Thy ability to install turn
.lanes eouYd'provide a further benefit ley reducing the potential fox traffic backups when
horse trailers and'other vehicles are turning left off of Sloan Canyon Road; and the extra

`~greeiliouse'gas emissions that would be produced during these traffic`backups. (TFie
~~:OVOV promotes reduction ~n greenhouse gas emissions through transportation strategies,

'; =~ Circulation Element p. 114, Conservation and Olen ~pa~e Element p. 174:} Retaining `
the ability to install turn lanes would~also comply with the OVOV Policy requiring the
capacity o~roadways systems to be protected and enhanced. (Policy C-2.1.3.)

~•
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~. L~~i.Designation Provides S~~ce for Bike.Lanes.

,Additionally, bike lanes could be included on Sloan Canyon Road if it is a limited
secondary highway, whick~ according. to tk~e California Departnne~t of Education are.
imperative far acc~s~ir~g high schools. There would not be space to include bike lanes i~
it is downgraded to a la~~i street. Again, this added ability to provide a safe route to , .
school if the LSH des~gnat o~ is,~eft in-place was not acknowledged by ~k~e Planning stat'f.
Providing bike ~a~e~ o~x Sloa~.,Canyo~n Road wa~~ld also aid in,achieving the OV4V

.policies that require the; consideration of cyclists and their safety in roadway planning.
.(See ~olicies,~-1.1.7, C-1..1.2, C-E1,~L4,~C-t.2.~, LU-,8.1.15.; see also ~,os Angetes County
Draft General Plan 2435 Goals IYII, M3, incozporated by, ref~rer~ce.)

Further,. the Los ,Angeles County Bicycle Master Phan shows bike lanes are ..planned
far the entire length of Sloan Canyon Road, including between Hillcrest Parkway and.
Mandolin-Canyon Road. (Attachment 2, Figure 3-~26 fram LA County Bicycle Mastex
Plan.} Limiting this section of Sloan. Canyon Road to a local street could conflict with the
plans far a bikeway on this:, road,~c~vay, in violation of Circulation Objective C-6, ~ , which
requzres t ie County to impke~nez~t,tk~e Bicycle. Master Play.,

_ 3. Safer Pedestrian Access. Could die Provided with LSH. .

~z:
Maintaining the LSH designation on the middle section of Slow C~~yon Road

woutd also provide adequate space to include sidewalks for use by future high school
students and others. The Las Angeles County Dra;~t General, Plan 2035 requires streets to
consider,the needs of ail users, including pedestrians. (Draft General Plan 2fl35 Coals
M1, M3.) If tk~is section of Sloan Canyon Road is downgraded to a local street,. the
Castaic,Area Community Standards District would generally prok~ bit the`inclusion of
sidewalks unless a f riding of necessity is made. With the LSH designation in place,
inclusiq~a of a sidewalk would be required.

4. LSH Designation Allows Adequate Width for A Fenced
Equestrian Trait.

The right of way width of the LSH design~tian would allow for adequate width to
include a (fenced equestrian trail on Sloan Canyon Road. A fenced trail. would provide

'~:safety to the. many equestrians in the area. This added safety would be necessary to
protect equestrians when, traffzc levels increase on tkrs road due to Castaic I~igk~ School
traffic and future develapn~ent.

10
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D. County's Proposal Would Extend'LS~ Uesigi~ation to New Raad,
Whip Creating a Gap in Designation on Sloan Canyon Road.

Although not discussed at the Planning Commission hearing, CFC wishes to
correct a statement made in the Interagency Engineering`Comm ssion (IEC)'
recommendation and perpetuated by the Planning Cominissibn when it adopted that
recorrtmendati~n. The IEC recommendation stated: "IEC recommends that the Limited
Seeondazy ~~ighway designation be retained between recar~ied Tract 1VIap No. 46443 (to
the west) and Quail Valley Road (to the east)." (emphasis added.) In fact, this
recommendation would extend the existing Sloan Canyon Road and its LSH' designation
to the west. This extension of the LSH designation on the northern poi~ion`of Sloan
Canyon Road extends. the designation west to the proposed Castaic High School site.
CFC`questions why it was determined to be appropriate to e~teiid the`LSH designation fox
the northern access to the high school, wk~ile the designation vas found to be'unnecessary` ̀
to provide access to the'~high school from the south..

Tl e'proposal recommended by the IEC and`the Plaz7ning Commission would result
in a LSH designation for the lower portion of Slaari Canyon ~2oad between Hasley
Canyon Road and Hillcrest Paxkway and the upper portion of Sloan Canyon Road from
the I-5 to beyond Mandolin Canyon Road, with an important gad missing between
Mandolin Canyon Road and Hillcrest Parkway. (A:ttachnraent 3, naap of Sloan Canyon
Road sections, red section to be downgraded from LSH while blue and green sections
remain LSH designated:l 'I'liis gap in fh~ LSH designation would eliminate the`possiliility
of a loaig planned relia;~i'le xaorth~-south conne~tio~ fox Castaic. CSC also que~stions`t~e
logic of extending the LSH designation on the northern part of Sloan Canyon Road, while
at the same time approving a gap in circulation for area. 1Vlaintainin~ the LSH
desgnation.on the middle sectio~l of Sloan'Canyon Road could result in a potentially
hazardous bottlenec~C when Sloan Canyon Road narrows from d4 feet to 28`~eet at
Hillcrest Parkway and then again widens to 64 feet a mile and a half later at`1Vl~ndolYn
Canyon Road.

IV. Changes to Highway Ptah Shoald Require Plan Amendment.

A final point CFC would like to address is trot specifically related to tike LSH
desigrzatioii of Sloan Can~ycan Road. The xevised text for`the Final Draft Area Plan
:includes a revision to the introduction sectzoii, s'etting_out that the IEC would be able to
`make adjustments to'des grated higfiways without the need for a plan amendment. It is'
unclear to CFC what ckzanges in the Highway Plan would be allo~v~d under ti~is polio.
CFC objects to allowing any major ali,gnrnent adjustments or changes in the d~signatian
of County roadways without the approval of a Highway Plan and/or Area Plan
amendment.

12
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Conclusion

The County should not make a tnajar planning decision, which would change the
designation of Sloan Canyon Road that has been in place for at Ieast 50 years and would
affect all future development in this area of Castaie, in a vacuum, ignoring the high
likelihood that a high school with 2,600 students and a 5,400 seat stadium would be using
Sloan Canyon Road for access. We once again urge you to listen to the Castaic
community and its representatives and leave the Limited Secondary Highway designation
in place on all of Sloan Canyon Road. Removing the designation would conflict with
many policies contained in the OVOV, as well as policies confiained in the County's 2035
General Plan. CFG believes that no public purpose would be served by the downgrade of
the middle section of Sloan Canyon Road, but that the public could benefit from the
continued designation, which would provide safer and more convenient access.

Tk~ank you for your time and consideration in this matter.

Sincerely,

t

Amy Minteer

Attachments:
(1) Citizens for Castaic September 27, 2011 letter to Planning Commission
(2) Los Angeles County Bicycle Master Plan, Figure 3-26
(3) Map of Sloan Canyon Road sections

cc: Citizens for Castaic
Mitch Glaser, Los Angeles County Supervising Regional Planner
Rosalind Wayman; Senior Deputy to Supervisor Antonovich
Edel Vizcarra, Planning Deputy to Supervisor Antonovich
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September 27, 2011

Via Email and.land DQlzv~ry
Regional PXanning Commission, ,,
County of Los Angeles
320 W. Temple Street, Room 1350 ,
Los ,Angeles, CA 90412 

L

Re: Objection to TntexagenGy Engineering Commission's Recommendation to itemove
Limited Secondary Highway Designation for Sloan Canyon Read in OVOV Plan

Honorable Commissioners:

On behalf of Citizens for Castaic, a community organization consisting of more
than 400 Castaic ,area commua~ity members, we strongly oppose the Interagency
Engineering. Commission's, (TEC's) recornmend~tion to remove the Limited Secondary
Highway (LSH) designation of Sloan Canyon Road between Hillcrest Parkway: anc~
Mandolin Canyon Itaad as part of the proposed revisions to Circulation Element set faith
in the One.V'alley One Vision Plan (OVOV): The OVOV does snot propose to;xemove the
LSH designation from the remainder of Sloan Canyon Roac1 looted northeast of
Mandolin Canyon Road and south of Hilicrest Parkway.

A. Castac H~h___School is a_Reasonabiv Foreseeable,Proiect.

In proposin~,to r~rnove the LS~I designation ~rorn tl~~ middle section of Sloan „
Canyon Road, the environmental impact report (ETR) prepared by the County has failed to
take into _consideration that; the Wiliia~n S.. Hart School, District (School Di~triet~ is
moving forward with development of the Castaic High School project in Romero Canyon.
The School District has proposed; to provide access to the Castaic High School via the
section of Sloan Canyon Road tk~e OVOV has proposed to dctwrigrade. tAttachment ~l, ,
School District's checklist of progress on the Castaic High School project; Attachment 2,
School District contract with The Planning Center requiring EIR to;inciude analysis of
access via. middle section of Sloan Canygn Road) .1~.pproxi~ately 3Q pez~cent of the
Casta.ic population lives on Hillerest Parkway,- and would likely access the proposed,high
school by using the portion of Sloan Canyon Road between Hillcxest Parkway and
Mandolin Canyon Road.
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The Castaic High School project would also serve as a catalyst for additional
development that would utilize Sloan Canyon Road. The ION site,.s,arwin site and the
portion of tentative tract map 47807 owned b~ Eugene Lombardi would likely begin
construction of theix approved residential developments once the High School has been
constructed. Additionally, there are several undeveloped parcels of`land ̀ nearby that may
be proposed for additional residential development once the ~iigh school is iri'place.

B. Limited Secondary Highway Designation Would Provide Safer and More
Convenient Access.

Maintaining the LSH designation would provide safer and more convenient access
to the proposed ~iigh school, new residential development;. and other local traffic: Tf the
LSH designation is removed from this section of Sloan Canyon Road, development of
this section of the road would be limited to 28 feet under the Castaic Area Community`
Standards District. .

Attached to this letter is a. report prepared by traffic expert Torn ~rohard
responding to statements made ~n the final EIR regarding the removai'o~tlie LSH
designation-from the middle seLtian of Slt~an Canyon Road. {Attachment 3; September
26, 2011 ~rohard Report:) IV1r. Brahard h'as over 40 years of experience as a'traffic
engineer; many of which were spent as tl~e -city traffic engineer for cities throughout
Southern California. Mr' Brohard found the Castaic High School would generate 7,400
vehicle Trips per day and at leasi 2,7 0, and Iikely many`mare; of those additional trips
would access the High School via Sloan Canyon Road between Hillcrest Parkway and
Mandolin Canyon Road. Moreover,-.the majority of the trips generated by the High
School would be at the beginning and end of the school day, which would coincide with
peak hour trips for residents going to' and from work. According to fine OVC)V Traffic
Study; and concurred with by IVIr. Brohard, the rnaximum'capacty of a local street is
2,000 v~hieles per day. Thus, if Sloan Canyon`Roacl is downgraded to a local street; it
would be inadequate to provide acc~~s to the Castac High School. It`i~vould=also be
inadequate to-provide the access that will be required by the residential developments that
will likely ~~~ spurred by tb~e High School.: ~ _.

A 2$:foot vv`ide local street would also be unsafe'as an ac~es~ route fog- the Castaic
High ScYiaal because the width li~riitations would eliminate the ability to pra~vide Mice
lams?-for students. (~e~'Septemb~r 26; 2011 Brohard ~tepbrt.) t7nder th"e LS~-I
designation, there 'vvciuild be adequate space for bi~C~ lases, which according to the
California Department of Education are imperative for accessing high sc~iool~.
Maintaining the LS~i designation for the middle section of Sloan Canyon Road would
also ensure there is adequate spare for turn lanes for high school students and residents
with horse trailers. Gridlock caused by inadequate width and inability to include a turn
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lane will increase localized pal~ution hotspots affecting schoolchildren and contribute to
greenhouse gas emissions if Sloan Canyon Road is downgraded to a Local street.

C. The EIR Must Co~nsider'T'raffic That Would be Generated by Casta~c HighSchool..

In response to Citizens for Gastaic's previous requests that the use of Sloan
Canyon Road as an access route for the Castaic High Schoal be considered, the final EIR
stated that traffic from the Castaic High School was not being considered because a
location far the high school had not been. proposed when the notice of preparation for the
EIR was issued. The final EIR cites to California Environmental Qualiry'Act (CEQA)
Guidelines section 15125(x} to support the claim the Countq need not consider the high
school generated traffic when proposing to remove the LSH designation, for Sloan
Canyon Roacl. Section 15~25(a) deals with the baseline environment that must be
considered when analyzing a project's impacts. While the environmental conditions at
the time of the notice of preparation "noxmally constitute the baseline", the County has
the discretion to select a differing baseline if it would provide for a more accurate
assessment of Elie impacts associated with xemoving the LSH designation. (~'at v. County
of Sacramento (2002) 97 Ca1.App.4`~ 1270, 1277.)

Moreover; even if the Castaic High School project is not considered part of the
baseline conditions, it should be considered as a reasonably foreseeable and cumulatively
considerable project. The removal'of LSH designation would have traffic impacts that
are cumulatively considerable when combined with the traffic impacts of the Castaic
High School. The County, should not make a major planning decision,-which would
change a roadway designation that has been iri place fox of least'S0 years and would affect
all future development in this area of Castaic, ri a vacuum, ignoring the high likelih ood
that a high school with 2,600 students would be using Sloan Canyon Road for access:

D. There is Overwhelming Community Support for Maintaining; the Limited
Secondary Hi~hwav Desienation.

As demonstrated by our July 1 i, 2011 letter, the community overwhelmingly
supports maintaining the limited secondary highway designation an all of Sloan Canyon
Road. More than 622 Castaic residents and 6 Castaic business owners signed letters
opposing the proposal to remove the LSH designation from the middle section of Sloan
Canyon Road, which Citizens for Castaic submitted to each of you in July. In addition to
the support of many Castaic residents, the Castaic Axea Town Council voted on
September 21, 2011 to support a request to the County that the LSH designation be
maintained fox the portion of Sloan Canyon Road. The Town Council had previously
requested the removal of the designation, but due to the changed circumstances of the
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Castaic High School now proposing to provide access along this.section of Sloan Canyon
Road, determined that the designation should be left in place: The William S. Hart
School District and the. developer for the Castaic,High School pxoject have also expressed
their support for maintaining the LSH designation on all of Sloan Canyon Road.
(Attachment 4, letter of support for maintaining LSH designation from Romero Canyon
LLC, the developer for the Castaic High School.),

Concinsion

In conclusion; Citizens for CastaiG urges you to maintain .the LSH designation for
all of Sloan Canyon Road: Sloan Canyon Road has been designated as a limited
secondary highway for more than SO years. The community has known of this
designation and it has been relied upon for the approval future development: projects in
the area.. This will provide the community with the necessary north-south connection and
provide adequate and safe access to the proposed Casfaic High School. Thank you far
your time and consideration in this matter.

Sincerely,

~~~~

Amy Minteer

cc: Citizens for Castaic
Mitch Glasser, Los Angeles County Supervising Regional Planner
County Supervisor Michael Antonouich
Rosalind Wayrnan, Senior Deputy to Supervisor .Antonovich
Edel Vizcarra, Planning Deputy to Supervisor Antonovich
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Board Meeting Updates

Update August 17, 2011
Tom Cole, Chief Operations 4flicer, presented a xepart to the Board_ of Directors stating that the Prel~ninary
Environmental Assessment. ((~'"EA) _for the Castaic area high schaal i~as been prepared m accordance with
school district guidelines for im~lementmg California Enviromnen#al Quality Act (CEQA) and AB 972
requirements for public review. Mr. Cole also stated that pursuant to the Education Code, the District is
required to obtain a "No Further Action" deteimmation from Departrnent of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC)
on the PEA prior to proceeding with the acgt~isitian/construcrion of a ne~ov school in Castaic and the results of
the PEA have detern~ined that no further assessment is needed at this time on the preferred site of Romero
canyon. Amer f a public notice. an August l , 2011, the District conducted a public: hearing on August 16,
2011, to receive comments on the PEA, with no one atkending the hearing nor dad any written cozrnnents been
received to date. He indicated that the written public comment period would conchzde on September 1, 2011
and following September 1, the Disiri~t w~71 notify. DT'SC of the resut~ltss to obtain ~tial ~~proyal.

Update July 20, 2011
Presented by ~~'~r~ foie, ~;h ~f Oper_~tior~s Qf~icer ~ . ~ . _ ~
Mr. Cole reported that 1) the three additional box~iu~gs approved by the Board were completed and the findings
will be submitted m a report to CGS (California Geologic Survey), 2) CGS- was on she and conducted their
own investigation on each exposed boring; and 3) that the seller is proceeding with eliminating the District's title
exceptions. , , t

Update June 22, 2011
Presented by Tom Cole, Chief Operations Officer
Mr. Cole reported that 1) the District advised the seller of all title exceptions, campkted an June 13, 2011, 2}
the seller agreed to cure all title exceptions, received by the District on June,16,.2011, and 3,)the seller
requested of the District the release of the $ i 70,000 deposit on tfie preferred school site of Romero Canyon to
the seller relative to an escrow transaction which occurred this date, June 22, 2011.

Updates Archive

Progress Report

September 2011.



Hart Governing Board selects Romero Canyon as the preferred site, July 2Q 10.

ENVIl20NMEN'~~MPACT REPORT (EIS. ~

The Hart District's EII2. consultant is currently analyzing tivs preferred site under the California.
In Progress °

Envnonmental Quality Act {CEQA).

Governing Board approves. proposal to conduct supplemental ~•affic anakyses fox EIR, Jan.
In Progress 

201 I.

s Scoping meeting for Notice of Preparation, March 8, 2011.. The public and all responsible
agencies had the opportunity to comment on the EIR.

Governing Boa~~d approves proposal to aziaalyc~ an alternative access plan within the EIl2. May,
2011.

GEOTEC'IiNICAL

Consultants conYpleted geotec7ariical report, I~Tov. 201 D, concluding that Romero Canyon siCe is~ ~~
suitable foi~ a high sch~oL

Hart School District submitted geotechnical report to California Geological`Stuvey (CC7S), Dec.
In Progress 

2~1~.

Governing Baaxd approves proposal for additional geotecJ~t~iical u`avestigations. May, 2011.

A~2C~IT~C'~'URAL

Cjovez~ning Board approved Rau, Ruhnau and Clark, LLC as the project architect, Oct.
In Progress 

2010. Fre3nminaiy design phase has begun.

Inmal Conce foal Site Plan, Feb. 2Q11.

PT,JRCHASE AND. SALE AGREEMENT

Executed Purchase Agreement, May 2411

'~"~tle Company selection, May 20 i 1.

Btryer deposits $170,000 into escrow account, May 2411.



Buyer's ident~ication of title exceptions, June 2011.

Seller's agreement to cure title exceptions; June 2011.

Projected opening for Castaic Area High School for 9th graders, Aug. 2014.

William S. Hart Union High School District02009 - 2011, All Rights Reserved.
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May 12, 2011

Subject: Castaie High School (WSH~02.OE)

Dear Tom:

The'pubiic review period #or'the'Notice of'Rreparation closed on'March 28, 2011. Written responses have been
received from seven public 'agencies and 25 responses have been received from individuals oriaw firms:-These
comments run several+hundred -pages and=raise a number of environmental'issues.'The most significant ofi these
comments concern the need for a second public access route from the south and the determination of the proper
"baseline° (or existing conditions) for the fIR. Based on these comments and- in particular, because ofi recent case law
concerning the use of a "hypothetical" baseline based on'future`improvements by'others; we are making several
recommended changes to our approach to the EIR:

Please note'#hat as of the tlate of our proposal; it had "ntit been determined whether the road improvements and
extension of utilities had been covered "in previous CEQA ciearances`or included in technical studies." Because of this
we stated that "our scope covers the campus and-not offsite improvements. We further assume that the`studies
prepared by,others are adequate to address the proposed project, and work to supplement these studies is outside
this scope df work."'[Proposal, August 12,'2010, page 2~

First, the off-site roadway improvements must be addressed as part of the high school project. These include the main
access road'(Sloan-Mandolin-Harp=Romero-Valley [reek) and the proposed Romero Canyon emergency-only road.
Note that the Romero Canyon emergency-only road has not been previously reviewed and while the main ~ctess road
(Sloan) was previously included as a mitigation measure in, a previous CEQA document, its. actual environmental
review was negligible. This requires that we now complete a review of the environmental irripacts of these'road where
we previously undersiood,that we would either not need to evaluated them or that. we could rely on previous CEQA
and technical-studies.

Because of the strong public. comments that a secondary public access road; is needed,we recommend.inclusion of an
alternative access plan that includes the main access.road and a second, access road from the. southern boundary of
the school following Romero Canyon, Baringer and Sloan to Hllcrest. This alternativewould eliminate the need for an
emergency-only road along: Romero;Canyon Road and may eliminate the need to provide.four IanES along the-main
access road. The Romero-Baringer-Sloan to Hillcrest road may be built to fire road, public road or a combination of
these standards. If the fire road standard is permitted, environmental impacts may be reduced in certain sensitive
areas. We are assuming that the public road scenario will be evaluated as a worst-case scenario and the fire road
option (in certain locations) will be treated as asub-alternative.

7 S80 METRO DRIVE ~ COSTA MESA CA 92626 ~ 714.9669220 ~ 71 A.966.9221 (f) W WW.PLANfdINGCEN7@R.CQNf
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As described below, we will engage the services of Sikand to provide conceptual improvements plans where needed.
The conceptual improvement and grading plans, earfih movement quantities, areas of disturbance, etc. will be used to
evaluate the environmental impacts of these improvements. Sikand wiN workwith fifie County and determinewhether
fihese improvements satisfy County standards and whether changes in their classifications are necessary.

Second, we are recommending completion of the Initial Study with a recirculated NOP: Qur previous approach was to
circulate the NOP without the Initial Study to speed the process. The change in project to include the off-site roadway ;
improvements is suf#icient to require recirculation of the NOP. Because of the concerns raised in the NOR comments
that the lack of an Initial Study limited thepublit's ability to review the project and provide adequate comments on
the scope of the EIR, we recommend that the initial Study be completed-with the changes to'the project and then-
recirculate if with the revised NpP.

C(?NCEP7UAL ROAD IMPROVEMENT P1ANS

Sikand will be cesponsibte for preparing conceptual improvement plans,for-the Romero;emergeney road and a second
public road (and emergency-only road sub-option) following Romero-Baringer-Sloan to Hillcres#. As.described below,
#hese plans will assist The Planning Cen#er in evaluating #he.envronmental impact of developing these roads. The
tasks below describe Sikand's scope of work.

Task ~ ' Assistance in providing in#ormation on the main. access road (Sloan-Mandolin-Harp-Romero-Valley Creek), ,
including grading quantities, scheduling and area of disturi~ance). ,

Task 2: Rot~t~ero Canyon Road emergency access only: conceptual improvement plans for 24foat pavement to join
northerly and of exiting paved road. Meet with; (A County DPW and Fire Degartment to determine any
additional requirements on the existing paved road.

A. Conceptual plans for emergency Fire Department connQCtign to existing paved road (approximately 1,500 ,
fleet sou#herly of TT47807. ~ ,

B. Meet with I.A County DPW and Fire Department to determine any additional repuirements on:the existing
paved road,

C. If necessary,` provide'additional conceptual plan for items determined from County meeting's.

Task 3: Prepare conceptual plans for second public access road and. emergency road option following Romero,
Baringer, and Sloan to Hillcrest.

A. Southern campus boundary to Sloan following Romero and Baringer, and`Baringer to Sloan: 100-scale
` plans for two options: emergency-only road and public road.'

B. Sloan from Baringer #o Milicrest: 200-scale conceptual plans for two options: em~rgencyanly road and
public road. _;

Task 4: Provide input of alternative sites with grading quantities and ,area of disturbance.
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GEOLOGY ,.

Geolabs will be engaged to perform this task. The conceptuaP road improvement .plans will require input orr the
geologirconditions along-their path.-Based on published geologic. maps of the area; air photos in Geolabs' library;
and knowledge of the area, Geolabs wiilproducea generalized map showing the geologic elements along each of the
alignments; Geolabs will produce a bulleted summary that will enumera#e the geologic units that are ~n#icipated,
qualitative assessment of their likely impacts; and the common measures that are used for mi#igation of their adverse
impacts. Neither field mapping, subsurface exploration, soil testing, quantitative analyses, nor: review of specific
geotechnical reports that may have been prepared for various properties along the alignments will be undertaken. The
extent of existing, site-specific geotechni'cal reports is unknoviin. The budget providetl far.this task {ias been'esfiimated
based on the information`available and work beyond this level will not b'e performed.

BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES 
- , .

ECORP will supplement its previous biological studies to cover the three access routes described elsewhere in this letter
and address the comments contained in the NOP response letter #rom the California,Department of Fish. and Game
(CDFG). Thsietter makes recommendations of surveywork to be completed, particularly for the access routes, as well
as different types of analysis that are to be included in an updated biological technical report for the project.

Task A: Survey Area of Geological Testing
The District's geologist will iden#ify the area of possible disturbance for additional geologic #esting. Just prior to the
geologic work, ECORP will survey the area to determine if sensitive or endangered species are present, Once day of
field work is assumed and brief report will,b~ prepared.

The three access routes are described briefly. Route 1 was previously approved as part ofiTract 46443, and extends
from Sloan Canyoh' Parkway. Route'2 would occur along existing'Romero Canyon'Road, which is partially paved.
Route 3 would follow existing dirt roatls north of'HiAcrest Parkwap,

This proposal contains a Scope of Work that is intended to address a letter from the California Department of dish and
Game (CDFG) regarding the Environmental Impact Reportfor Castaic High School. This letter makes recommendations
of survey,work to be completed, particularly for the access routes, as well as different types of analysis that are to be.,,
included in an updated 6ologicaf technical report for the Project.

The Scope of Work and Cosfi detailetl below reflects ECORP's approach to'the biological resources services.

Task 7: Biological Assessment and Updated Biological Report
ECORP will conduct a literature search of existing public databases to determine which biological resources have been
recorded nearbyto the Project area: This will include a review of the California Natural Diversity Data'Base and other
applicable public databases: If there are existing daeumerts that contain biological information about the project-site;
and these are made available to ECORP, they will also; be r~'viewetl:'These tlata will be reviewed in order to make'a fuA
evaluation of the existing resources and potential resources #hat could be affected by the project action. They will also
be used to direct the site walkover survey.

After the literature review, the entire site would be surveyed in order to record the presence of any biological
resources that are present and to evaluate the potential for biolog"ical cons#rain#s to occur. Plant communities would'' ̀
be identified and ̀mapped; and a #ull planf and animal species list would be compiled. Any sensitive biological
resources that are observed would be recorded and mapped. Photographs would betaken from several anglestafully
document the site conditions atthe time of the survey.
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Should the habitat evaluation identify the potential for species which could cause a constraint to project development;
it may be that:additional,•focused survey work would need to be conducted: If such work is.identi#led, the;need for
additional work will be discussed with.>District and separately scoped. Species forwhich additional evaluation could>be
necessary include, but are not limited to CoastaC:California gnatcatcher., arroyo;toad, western spadefoot, western;
pond turtle, coast horned lizard, two-striped garter snake, San Diego black-tailed jackrabbit and San Diego desert
woodrat Of these species, the two most,sensitive are the gnatcatcher and the arroyo toad: The report will incorporate
a fu11 evaluation of the potential foroceurrence of these ~twospecies. _.

EC4RR;will update the existing biological repart,for the Romero Canyon development parcel by adding. in results: of ..
surveys for the access routes. Th2,existing report includes sections such as an introduction, project description,
methods, and results. Appendices include fuH plant and animal species lists, and site photographs. Maps of the
project area and its development layout with respect to existing biological resources are aiso,included. These sections °.
would all be updated.

in addition, the repot will include a discussion regarding anticipated Project impacts and proposed m'rtigatian for
those impacts and an alternatives analysis of the access routes.'

impact Assessment and Mitigation Measures
In accordance with the standards. identified in the California Environmental Quality Ac# (CEQA}, #I~e impacts of t{ie
Project will be presented and discussed. This will include a discussion of temporary and permanen# impacEs caused by
the development of tMe'Project. A potential example of a temporary lmpactwould be a construction staging area. The ''
report will also discuss direct, indirect and cumulative impacts of the Project on biological resources. Direct impacts"'
include impacts that are caused by Project ground disturbance primarily associated with site grading. Indirect impacts
are Impacts related to,the development of the Project, but that do not necessarily have an immediate effect. This
could include, for example, impacts due to construction noise and ;dust. Cumulative impacts are impacts to the
regional populations of wildlife and plants, impacts to wildlife movemenf corridors, impacts to functionality of open
spaceareas adjacent to Project areas, and so on.,

Alternatives..Analysis - -
Within the biological report, a range of alternatives willb~ identified and analyzed; with regard to tfieir potential
impacts to biological resources. This will include an analysis of separate alternatives for the high school Project
location. Sensitive biological resources to'be included in the analysis include.eoastal sage scrub, riparian habtai ,
resources, alluvial fan sage scrub, and wildli#e and plant species. The analysis will include alternatives with minimal
biological impacts to sensitive resources,

Draft copies of the biological report will be made available electronically for review by,the District. Upon, receiving
commen#s, the report,will be finalized ,a.nd submitted as part of.the environmental do~umenfation. EGORP anticipates.
one round of;'D.hstrict comments.and one round-Qf public ~omr[~~r~ts.

Task 2: Jurisdictional Wetland Delineation
An ECORP biologic# and an ECORP weCland delineation specialist will visit the site in order to Characterize the
`jurisdictional resources that are present. The jurisdictional;delineation wiN follow.th~ federal: method, as defined by the ;
Army Corps, using methodology outlined in the:Corps of.Engineers Wetlands Delineation Manual (Environmental.
Laboratory 1987) and the Regional Supplement to the Gorps of Engineers Wetland Delineation Manual: Arid West ,
Region (Arid West Region Supplement Version 2,0) (U.S, Army Corps of Engineers 2008). The boundaries of potential
Waters of the U.S. will be delineated through field determination, made in conjunction with aerial photograph
interpretation and sample point analyses.
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Ali wetland data wiU be recorded on Arid West Region - Wetland Determination Data Forms, to be included in the
report. A color aerial photograph' will be used to assist with ,mapping. Munse!l Soil Color Charts (Kollmorgen
Instrurr►ents Company 1990) will. be used to aid in identifying h'ydric soils in thefield. Thelepson Manual (Hickman,
ed. 7 993} will be used for plant nomenclafiure and identification.

The entire project area will be walked to determine the location and extenf of potential waters of the U.S. Sample
points will be taken in key locations to characterize ACOE jurisdictional features. The location of the sample point will
be chosen based on observed presence of hydrophytic vegetation, wetland. hydrology, and potential hydric soils. At
the samplepoint location; vegetation; hydrology, and soils will be described on an Arid West Wetland Determination
Data Form. These data will be used to support a determination of wetland or non-wetland status.

The'total area of the potential ~Naters ofi the U.S. and other jurisdictional features will partly recorded in the field
using apost-processing capable global positioning system'(GPS}unitwith sub-meter accuracy{Trimble GeoXl~. Limits'
of jurisdiction will be estimated based on Ordinary High Water Mark,

jurisdiction for the California Department of Fish and Game will be determined based on the presence of stream
habitats. Generally the CDFG jurisdictional boundaries are broader than ALOE jurisdictional boundaries~and include
entire floodplains rather than jusf the areas'exhibiting an Ordin~ry'High Water Mark. CDFG jurisctic#ion includes the
definable-bed, bank, or channel, areas'that support periodic or intermittent flows, perennial flows; subsurface flows,
support #sh or other aquafic life, and areas that support'riparian or hydrophytic vege#ation in association with a
streambed.

Using the data collected during the field visit, a report will be prepared that describesthe methods used; results of the
survey work; and anticipated biological constraints located on the Project site. An analysisofithe Project site under the
MSHCP will be included in the document, to describe the Project level of compliance and identify any additional
survey needs if applicable. The report will include figures that will depict locations of jurisdictional areas on site, and
described them in detail Any locations of sensitive plant or animal species observed will also be depicted an Project
maps:

A draft'copy of the'jurisdictianal delineation report will be submitted electronicallyfor review and comment. Once
comments have been received, they will-be addressed and a`final report will be prepared and submitted both
electronically and by thr~efiard copies.

Taxk 3:Foeused Surveys
Due to the potential #or several sensitive resources to occur within areas planned for improvement along theaccess
road al#ernatives focused surveys may be needed, As of the'time of this proposal, three potential focused surveys are
identified. These should be considered as optional tasks, and may not be necessary unless habitat#or the species is
identified in an impact area. As mentioned in the letter written by the CDFG, other species for which additional
evaluation could be necessary include, but are not limited to, Coastal California gnatcatcher, arroyo toad, western
pond tiir~le, coast horned lizard, two-striped garter snake; San Diego black-tailed jackrabbit-and San Diego desert- ̀ '
woodrat. The need for survey work for these species will` be identfed'during the biologicai`assessment.

Rare Plant Surveys
Due to the potential for several rare plant species to occur, ECORP will provide a rare plant survey for this project area.
We assume that the survey will be conducted in two days with two biologists, and will entail walking the undeveloped
portions of the road alignments to record any rare plant species present at the time of the survey. The rare plant
surveys for the parcel itself are not included as these are thought to be adequate based on recent survey results
(2010). Should surveys for the parcel also be required, this would entail an additional day with two biologists.



May 12, 2011
Page 6

The "rare plant survey #iming will coincide with the most suitable time to_expect the pot~ntiaily-occurring plant"spec+es
to be in bloom, which s~ May to early June. Plant species to be searched for specifically include prirriarily the
Plummer's Mariposa li{y, San Fernando Spineflower, and Slender Mariposa Lily, but if other species are observed their
presence will be recorded and identified in the biological s#udy report. Any sensitive plant species observed will be
mapped on project maps, which wi11 also.be inciud,ed in the report.

Wes#ern Spadefoot Survey
The western spadefoot is an amphibian species that is listad by the State of California as a Species of Special Concern.
EtORP will conduct a habitat assessment for this species at the time of the biological assessment. If habitat'is
identified, a focused survey will be conducted for the species within suitable habi#at. Two surveys would be completed
during. the spring, within one month:of an average or better rainfall event. Results of the survey would, be
incorporated in the biologicaCreport. If the species is identified on site,. the r~pprt would also propose.mitigation
measures far mitigating impacts to the species.

Oak Tree Inven#ory ;
Due to the presence of several oak trees along the access,routes, .and poten#ial,for impact or removal of individual
oaks during access road grading, an oak tree inventory would. be needed. in order to comply with.the Los Angeles
County Qak Tree Ordinance. Under the.l;os Angeles County Ordinance, a person shall not cut,, destroy, remove,
relocate,.in#lict damage, or encroach into:the protected zone of any tree of the pak tree genus, which is 8°,or more in
diameter four and one-half feet above mean natural grade or in the case of oaks with multiple trunks combined
diameter of twelve inches or more ofi the two largest trunks, without first obtaining a permit. The survey effort wpuld
map and tag oak;trees within the project limits that quali#y #or protection under the Ordinance. T,he results-would be
incorporated into the biological report, in addition to proposed mitigation measures for any.impactsto oaktreesthat
qualify for. protection.

Task 4. Wetland Mitigation Phan
As part of the environmental review process, impacts to wetlands and other jurisdictional areas must be mitigated.
ECQRP will prepare a mitigation plan that mitigates the impacts and meets with criteria contained within the
applicable:wefiland permits with both state and federal agencies: The mitigation plan;will provide a;description of the
site's physical features; anticipated impacts;. and habitat to be impacted and proposed mitigation site: within the
Project boundaries. Since there is an existing plan, the plan will be updated to the extent,practicable. ,.

ECQRP will analyze the existing hydrology, soil features, hydrological features of the proposed development and the
suitable mitigation locations within the finished development as part of a,feasibility.analysis. This analysixwilt ensure
that mitigation being proposed will be successful and acceptable to the agencies; It will also determine whether;there
is a need for soi! amendments, extended: irrigation, or other special measures to implement at the mitigation site.

A full description, of the timeline for boll, the installation period and maintenance and. monitoring, period will be
described. in the: report. Roles of the landscape contractor, maintenance contractor and restoration biologist will be
described in detail. The plan will;cpntain a description of a(I responsible stakeholders in the restoration, and their
respective roles.
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Any mitigation that involves restoration needs to, be evaluated by meeting certain success criteria. The, plan will detail
the success criteria: According to the permit requirements, restoration efforts shall have a minimum of 80%survival,
by species, the first year and 90%survival thereafter and/or shall attain 35%cover after 3 years and 60%cover after 5
years for the Iife,Qf the. project. Prior.to the restoration site being determined succes$ful,, they shall be entirely without
supplemental irrigation for a minimum of 2 years. No singlespecies shall constitute morF than 50% of the vegetative
cover, no woody invasive species shall be present, and herbaceous invasive species shall not exceed 5% cover.

The, plan will discuss procedures for replacement plan#ings, contingency measures, maintenance, and success
monitoring. The mitigation plan wi11 also specify,reporting .requirementsfor both. the installation period a,nd the
maintenance and monitoring period. Any needed coordination with agencies will be detailed in the plan, including
the final review and approval of the mitigation. sites ;

Draft copies of the plan wiH be made available electronically fior review by the District. Upon receiving comments, the
plan will be finalized and submitted to the agencies for their input. ECORP anticipates two rounds of District
comments and on round of,agency comments. Once the report is fiinalized;by agency;approval, it will become part of
'the Project public record.

Task 5: Permit Coordina#iQn
ECORP will coordinate with the regulatory agencies to renew the existing permits fpr impacts to jurisdictional areas.
The permit coordination will entail meetings by phone and in person with agency personnel and District
representatives. ECORP assumes no more than five meetings would be necessary, including a field mee#ing. Further, it
is assumed that' the' exis#ing permif can be renewed and #hat-#here would 'be no substantial change to ground
conditions that would require a new permit application to be prepared. A11 fees associated with permit renewal would
be paid for by the Project Proponent. Mitigation would be addressed by preparation of a wetland mitigation plan,
detailed above. -

This task may need to be amended if extended permit coordination is required, or there are any substantial
unforeseen issues regarding the renewal process with the regulatory agencies. This task assumes that renews! would
bea two tothree month process, once the necessary biological data hasbeen updated byfield assessment,Atotal of
40 hours areassumed for.this task, of senior.staff time.

Task 6:,_Proj~ct,Mee#ings;
ECORP will attend project meetings as requested by District. This will. include meetings, in person primarily, or ;
teleconferenceslweb-meetings about different aspects of.the project or its continuing approval process. Jhe scope for ;
these meetings may include discussions of mitigation, recommendations for species protection during construction,
avoidance of biological resources, and so on. Hours and costs for such meetings will be,accaunted on.a time and
material basis; and would invoive'senior staff. A total of 16 hours irr allocated to meeting time.

ECORP Costing Assumptions
Documents that are part of the project record and are available, that may pertain to the work being ,performed,
would be made available. Particularly the existing jurisdictional delineation, oak inventory, permits with state and/or
federal agencies antl biological reports.

■ Cost and schedule estimates are based on our best judgment of the requirements known at the time of the
proposal and can be influenced favorably or adversely by Client needs and other circumstances. ECORP Consulting,
Inc. will endeavor to perform the services and accomplish the objectives within the presented costs and schedule.
However, if the scope of work or schedule changes; ECORP Consulting, Inc., reserves the right to revise costs and
the schedule accordingly.
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■ ECORP Consuiting, lnc; assumes that,. by receipt of notice to proceed, fu1) access to.tre property will be provided by ' _
the Client, including, keys to locked gates and advance notice to existing property tenants of our right of entry.

■ ECORF Consulting; Inc. shall' not beheld responsible for work delays or cancellations caused by strikes, accidents,
acts of God, delays imposed by the Client, or`other delays beyond the contra! of ECOR~ Consulting, Inc.

■ It is assumed that ECORP Consulting, Inc. can use and rely on the data and information contained in the project
related documents provided by the ~lienf, ~CORP Consulting, Inc., wi{I not perform a technica{ review of these `
documents, and will not be responsible for the content or accuracy of these studies.

■ Change orders will be issued and signed by the Client and ECORP consulting; inc. before starting additional work
not provided for in the original proposal. i#the Client's authorized representative is not available for a signature, the
additional out-of-scope workwiii not comrrience until'the change order is signed.

■ This-cost is valid fora period of 60 days firom the`date oaf this the proposal. Beyond 60 days;' ECORP'~onsulting;
Inc., reserves the right to reevaluate the cost.

■ Expert Witness Testimony, including Depositions, is billed an atime-and-materials basis at time and a half,

a One round of comments and.xesponses for each document is: included.

■ No focused biplogy surveys are included, with the excep#ion of rare plant surveys, spadefoot toad. surueys, and oak
tree: inventory _

■ No extended agency consultation with biological resources agencies is included other than permit preparation and
coordination far the jurisdictional impacts.

CULTURAL RESO!lRCES

S~~s~iame~ta~ Are#~ae~lc~e~iea! Records Sea~~~s
McKenna et al, will complete supplemental research for each alignment:{and wouldappreciate a copy of the Campus
Rose report for reference). This research will 6e completed at the California State University, Sou#h Central Coastal
Information Center, Fullerton, California. McKenna et al. will review previously completed reports and obtain copies ofi
pertinent' cultural resource records. McKenna et`al. will also review the his#uric maps for'the area: This level'of research
will be used to'assess the project area known resources'and/arburied cultural resource sensitivity. --

Historic Background Research
McKenna et al. will provide a cursory history of the general area.:This research will be based oa historic maps,:general
historical documents, and data available through the McKenna et al. in-house library,

Native American Consultation `
McKenna et al. will contactthe NativeAmerican Heritage.Commission, Sacramentq, and inquire into their records on
sacred or religious site locations. McKenna et al. will also use the Commission's listing of-local Native American -
representatives to contact individuals wishing knowledge of projects and/or wishing to provide additional data.
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Paleontolog ica I Overview
McKenna et ai, wili provide a standard paleontological overview to address any potential for such resources within'the
project area.` If this data was provided by Compass Rose, McKenna et aC will not duplicate their research and the
budget wi8`be amended to reflecf the saJings.

Field Survey
McKenna et al. will complete a field reconnaissance survey of the three alternatives. The alignments will be'photo-
documentedand supplemented-with field notes.

Analysis
The project analysis will be completed for CEQA compliance. Identi#led resource will be formally recorded on the
appropriate California Department of Parks and Recreation DPR 523 forms, as required, and the evaluation will be
based. on the CEQA criteria for signifyante and/or recognition.

Repoirt i~reparation ~ _ ~~ ~ ; ~ .~

McKenna et al. will prepare a technical reports) in a format consistent with state (Office of Historic Preservation) data
requirements, in this case the Archaeo{ogical Resource Management Report (ARMR) guidelines will be followed and
all data required for studies in Los Angeles County will be included.

TRAFFIC

Austin-Foust Associates wiil'prepare a supplemental traff. is analysis to address a second access point alternative.. This
alternative; includes construction of Sloan canyon Road from Hilicrest Parkway north to 6aringer Road (also referred to
as the Romero/Sloan cutoff}; which would connect Sloan Canyon Road to a new segment of Romero Canypn Road
directly south of the site. As such, trips to and from the south would be able to utilize Hilicrest Parkway to"access this
Sloan Canyon Road/Baringer Road/Romero Canyon Road connection to the project si#e.

The purpose of the proposed analysis is to supplement the project's June 20.10 traffic study, which evaluated a single
access roadway fior the project site. This supplemen#al analysis will evaluate a fwo access point alternative fior each
scenario presented in the June 2070 study. The scenarios evaluated would be asfollows:

1) Short-Range.with 1,6Q0 Students , ,
2) Short-Range with 2,600 Students
3) Buildout Conditions with 2,600 Students

Each analysis will be based on having an emergency access. gate on Romero canyon Road:just south ofi Baringer Road,
and the off-site study area will be identical to that which was used for the June 2010 traffic study. The results of the
analysis will be written up in a stand-alone technical memorandum tha# is suitable for inclusion with the project's
environmental documentation.

NOP/INITIAL STtiDY _
The Planning Center will revisethe NOP and Initial Study to include two access alternatives as explained above. The
revised NOP will be sent to the District for'publicatian in the local newspaperand NOP/IS will be distributed to the
project mailing list (52).

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT RERORT ',

Based on the studies identified above and additional work described below, the ElR will now' cover off-site ''
improvements, including two access routes.
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Aesthetics ,.
The planned roadways generaNy follow existing dirt roads or are. located within approved tract maps. ,The EIR will
identify the areas to be disturbed and describe the visual changes associated with ,the improvements. Visual
simulations are not included in this scope.

Air Quality ,.
Based on the construction and grading information coming from the conceptual road improvement plans, we will
calculate eonstruction-related emissions for the two access options. Emissions far operations-relafed impacts will be
calculated under the two access scenarios as well. Tdtal VMT will be estimated based on trip lengths estimated far the
two access routes. -

Biological Resources
The supplemental survey work by ECORP will be used expand the EIR to include all access route improvements. There
is some additional workto be completed by ECORP to address the Department of Fish and Game's NOP comments, as
we1L ,

Cultural Resources
Based on the additional survey work by McKenna, this section of the EIR will be expanded to address the two access
scenarios.

Geology and Soils
We plan to describe the conditions along the road'alignments'based on information'providecl by Geolabs (see`
#ecf~nical scope above): - _ ;,

Global Climate Change
GHG emissionswill be calculated for construction-related emissions under both access scenarios. GHG emissions will
also be calculated for operations-related eri~issions under the two access scenarios based on estimated VMT:

Hazards and Hazardows Materials
This section of the EIR will be expanded to cover the additional off-site road improvements under two scenarios..
However, because the roads are not considered part of the campus, it is assumed that preparation of a'Phase 1 ESA or
PEA and DTS~ oversight will no# be necessary.

Hydrology/Water Quality `
Starmwater runoff from"the access roads wilt be estimated and the drainage and water quality BMPswill be described
in general terms based'on the conceptual plans produced by Sikand.

Land iise &Relevant Planning
The classification of the second access route will be identified, It is expected that the conceptual-roadway plans will
not differ from the County designation. Since the routes fallow existing. dirt roads, existing or planned communities
should not be impacted, (Ifi it determined that the project would involve a'changed in road classification of any access
road, the County may require additional analysis not ncluded;in:.this scope),

Mineral Resources
It is assumed that available information will be sufficient to dismiss the potential impacts on mineral resources in the
Initial Study and no additional work will be necessary. for the EIR.,
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Noise
Noise,generated by traffic along the access routes will be quantified based ~n volumes contained in the traffic study.
Sensitive. uses along those. routes will be identi#ied and a comparisq,n of projected noise levels against existing noise
levels end appropriate significance thresholds will be determined.

Public Services
The addition of a second access option will raise issues of fire protection, emergency response times, .etc. ,A
comparison of the two access scenarios will be provided in the EIR.

Recrea#ion
The only recreation-related impacts associated with the roadway improvements would be related to planned County
trails. County trail plans will be reviewed for locations along proposed roadways and the potential for impact will be
determined.

Traffi4Parking
As described above, Austin-Foust Associates will supplement its traffic analysis to evaluate the second public access
alternative. The EIR section will be expanded to.address short- and long-term traffic imparts under both scenarios.

U#ilities and Service Sys#ems
The proposed project includes the extension of utilities along the main access road. Because the primary access route
(and the extended utility lines) would exist under both scenarios, the addition of a second access option would not
of#act the delivery of utilities.

Alternatives
As explained above, we will now have two access options. The main access option remains Sloan-Mandolin-Harp-
Romero-Valley Creek, plus Romero Canyon emergency-only road. The second option would maintain the main access
road, but eliminate Romero Canyon emergency-only road and replace it with route following Romero-Baringer-Sloan
to Hilfcrest. This second option would be built to public road, fire road standards or a combination of the two. This
second alternative would provide the public with two access routes to the school.

The second route also has two sub-options. The first sub-option would have the greatest impact with a full public-
width standard. The second sub-option would include at least a portion of the alignment limited to county fire
standard. The limited width of the fire standard would be used to limit environmental impact in sensitive areas.

The two access options will be reviewed throughout the various sections of the EIR. However, the two alternatives and
sub-options must also be addressed in comparing them to the other alternatives in the Alternatives sections.

Growth Inducement
We are assuming that the access road alternatives do not involve a reclassification of road by the County and that the
re-striping to #our lanes along Sloan-Mandolin-Harp-Romero-Valley Creek would only be required on a temporary
basis. An expanded review of growth inducement, including additional traffic analysis, would likely be required if a
reclassification is necessary or the four-lane re-striping is made permanent.

Graphics
The addition of a second access route will require the completion of additional graphics for the NOP/Initial Study and
fIR.
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Responses #o Comments .,
The additional scope identified" herein wiA {ikely generate comments related to these elements. Our current "'
authorization provides for a maximum of 50 hours in responding torcomments, wi#h additional hours to be billed on
a time and materials basis. We are not requesting that this maximum be increased' at this time, but it should be noted
that the hours and cost under this task are likely to rise above 50 hours.

FEE ESTIMATE 
_ .

Table 1 displays the fees to complete the various tasks described above.

Sincerely„

THE PL;ANNtNG CENTER~DC&E

Dwayne Mears; AICP
Principal, School Facilities Qlanning
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TABLE 1.
CASTAIC '.

TASK

SCM001: EIR - SURPLEMENTAL COSTS

,,_ , CoST.:,

ENVIROlVMENTAI ANALYSIS -

Site reconnaissance - $2,000

Revise NOP 200

Revise Initial Study 3,500

Recirculate NOP/Initial Study _ A00'

Catalog/Review New NOP Comments _ 2,100

Executive Summary 600.

Project Description '1,200

Aesthetics 2,200

Air Quality 3,100

Biological Resources (technical study below) _ 800..

Cultural Resources (technical study below) _ 400.

Geology and Soils _ _ 400

Global Climate Change _ 1,600

Hazards and Hazardous Materials _ 1,200

Hydrology/WaterQuality _ ,:..3,400

Land Use &Relevant Planning 800

Mineral Resources (assumes dismissed in IS) n.a.

Noise 4,200

Public Services. 1,200

Recreation 800

Traffic/Parking (technical study below) 2, 7 00

Utility Systems ~ ~ 800

Access Alternatives and Suboption 2,200

Word Processing/Editing 900

Graphics 2,100

MeetingsJConference Calls 4,500

Project ManagemenVQuality Control 7,000

Subtotal -Labor $47,700

SUBCflNSULTANTS

ECORP -Task A: Pre Drilling Survey I $2,300

ECORP -Task 1: Biological Assessment &Updated Biological Report 7,000

ECORP -Task 2:lurisdictional Delineation 4,500
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TABLE 1. l '
CASTAIL HIGH SCHOOL EIR - SUPPLEMENTAL CASTS

TASK COST

ECORP -Task 3: Focused Surveys °" ̀  °'

Rare Plant Survey 4,500

Spadefoot Toad Survey _ 2;300

Oek Tree Inventory 4,000

ECORP -Task 4: Wetland Mitigation Pian 4;300

ECORP -Task 5: Permit Coordination 5;.600

E~ORP -Task 6: Meetings. ; 3,500

Sikand -Task 1. Assist with Main Access Road " 6,000 "

Sikand -Task 2: Romero Canyon Road Improvement Plans 9,990'

Sikand -Task 3: Romero/Baringer/S1oan to Hillcrest Improvement Plans 27,000

Sikand -Task 4. Assist with Alternative Sites 2,400

Sikand - Reproduction/Mist Expenses 1;000

Geolabs — Geologic Mapping along Access Routes 6,250

Austin-Foust Associates - Traffic Analysis °5,700

McKenna et ai. - Cultural Resources 3;685

Administrative Fee (12S%) 12;503

Subtotal- Su#xonsultanu S1 a z.52s

REIMBURSABLES 
_ _ _:

Mist Photocopies, etc. $300
._

NOP/Initial Study (S2 copies) 2,34D

Postage/Deliveries 400...

Mileagelfravel ` 500.

Subtotal- Reimbursables $3,540

GRAND TOTAL $163,768
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Amy Minter
Chatt~t-Brown &Carstens
2601 Oc~+an Park Blvd: Suite 205
San#a Monica, CA 90405

760-398-8897 p.1

SUB.I~CT: Review of the Final Environmen#al lrnpact Report jFinal E!R) for
the Proposed $ants ~larii~ Valley Area Plan Update in the Coun#y of Los
Ar~~eies — 1?e~e~ion ~f S1oan Canyt~n Roar! in Casta~c — Traffli c issues

Dear Ms. Min#eer:

In my January 79, 2011 letter, 1 provided a number of commen#s ort the Santa
Ctarita Valley Area Plan Update Drafit ~!R relating to Sloan Canyon Road in the
Castaic area. 'These commen#s were enclosed with your January ~ 1, 201 ~ letter
(Letter D79) beginning on Page 2.t?-~80 of fhe September X011 Santa ~larita
Valley Area Ptan Upd~#~ Finat EiR (Final EIR). In addi~c~n to my review of the
responses to our comments in the FtraJ EIR that begin an Page ~.Q-50~t, 1 nc~t~d
that not a singly ward ire 5ectian 3.2 {Transportati+on and Circulai~or~) of the drat
SIR or in tt~ ~VQV 7ral~ic Study has been changed ~n r~;,sponse #a our
comments and those made by others.

in severat responses in the F+not ~iR, my comment's on the Draft ~1R were
dismissed as expressing "...the apinic~n of the comrnen#er..." and "...The County
does not concur that..." These sta#ements ~n the Final E!R are largely incorrect.
Nearly all ofi the in#ormation present~+d in my cornmen#s was obtained from the
graft EIR and the other documents that 1 reviewed.

in mp review ~pf the ~i~aa( ~MFt. ~ found the responses contradict the OVQV Tragic
Study capaci#y of a local street of 2,000 vehicles per day. FF the #raffic capacity of
a local s#reet vuas actually_ 9,00 vehicles per fay as claimed in the Final E1R,
then there are a# least six other iimtted secondary higha►ay5 that would also be
degraded to focal streets wifh the proposed Highway Pf~n. Cr ~caliy important
traffic volume #orecasts from the forr~ner traffic model that wire used to suppArt
the current Wighway Flan were no# provided or compared as requested in my
comments. !r~ addition, my commen#s regarding Ca~tai~ High School were taken
directly ftom the Draft Traffic Study prepared by Austin-Faust Associates and dQ
not reflect my profession~t opinions or i~clud~ specuiativn. 7`he~e significant
issues and c onaems are explain~t~ in mpt~ de#a'tl throughout #his fetter, and they
must bs properly addressed in the ~iri~! EIR.

Final EI Con'tradi Q OV T S ~I c _ ~! Sire -The
capaci#y of a lo+cai streef is critically importan# to the dale#tan of the iimit~d
secondary highway designafiion and th~ reversion of Sloan Canyon Roar! ar~d
other roadways to local stree~~. For example in Comment 30, !indicated That the

87905 ~fouartain t/uw f~oxe, .LaQuinta, C.~kforma 92253~76f f
Pdoxe (760) 398-88BS Pax (760) 998.8897

.F,.m~i! tbmharr~@eardilr~ek.net
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Ms. Atny Minteer
C3VOV Final SIR -Sloan Ganyon Road De#e#~on,- Traf~+c Issues
September 2T, 2491

capacity of ~a iacai s#reet is x,500 vc;hicles per day,. It~~iie this u~lue is sftown in
Table 3-1 on Page 3-5 the capacity of tf~ local street. Gt~ssification and i#s
functions are more fully described on Pages 3-2 and 3-3 of the OVOV Traffic
Study as fall~ws:

"This classification applies to twa~iane roadways in residential areas that serve
the adjacent properties. Local streets are intended. tp previd~.ac~ess to adjacent
land uses exclusively, ar►d are got designed or intended #o,carry through-traffic or
allow for high speeds: Traffic carrying capacities of 10,{300 vehicles'per day or
more are,,physically possible,. but a, maximum ;capaci#y of approximately 2, 00
vehicles per day is targeted in order to provitle an environment ~nsister~f with
the adjanir~g residential uses."

to response to Comments 24, 25. end 3Q, the Final EIR states "The commenter is
incorrect: A local street can accommodate up to 9,000 vehictes per day..." In fact,_
the responses to my comments are inlet and they directly contradict the
t~~fJV 1`raffic Study "...maximum capacity ofi approximately 2,OUd vehicles per
day..." for a local street: The Fir~a~. EIFt mint be revised to properly identify the
►rmaximum capaci#y t~f a local street ~s .2,000 vehicles per day, the acceptable
amount of tr~ffc as cfe~ned in the OVL~V Tr~ific S4udy. ,<

The definition of an aeceptabie amount a~ traffic on a t~cal resitlential street
depends on many factors such as housing setbacks, street width, the, presence.
of on-scree# park+ng., location (downtown, suburbs, rural) and the connectivity of
adjacent streets. lNhile Evva-#ane local residential streets are. physically capable of
carrying ̀ more than 2,000 vehicles per day, higher traffic volumes cause
excessive delays for vehicles backing out of driveways, do nit provide a pieas~r►t
pedestrian experience, and certainly wauW Hof represent a "livable" street. Tram;
my experience, a 4ocat resign#ial street limned to 28 feet in wid#h should np# be
required to carry any more than 2;QOQ vehides per day.

Glther Roadways ~1re Incansisbent"wlth'Fina1 SIR Local Street "Ca cily"
Pages 3-1U'and 312 in the QVdV'Traf~ic Study list a number of roadw~~s that
will be reclassifieid as limited secondary highways with the recommended
Highway Plan. from the traffic analysis volumes presented in Figure 3.2-7 0# ttte
Draft EIR, the daily traffic volume forecasts with buildout of the OVOV Plan anci
the Prc►pos~d City General Plan include the following:

~ Lake~Htt~hes Road from Ridge Route to Ange#es National. Forest Boundary —
7,DOO vehicles per tiay

~ Vasquez Canyon flood from Bouquet ̀Canyon Road to Sierra :Highway
6,Ofl0 vehicles per day
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Ms. Amy Minteer
OVOV'Finai EfR - Sioan Canyon Road i~eief~on -Traffic Issues
Sepi~ember 2?, Z01~1

~ Shadow ~'in~s BouievardlTick Car~yon'Road from Sotetlad Canycm Road to'
Daver~'port R4atl"— 5,4QQ vehicles per day ~ ~~

➢ McBean Parkw~~y from Copper Hii( Drive to San Fransisqui#o Canyon Raad --
9,~04 v~hicies per day

~ Sin Fransisquita Canyon Road from the ~lann~d ~xt~nsion flf McKean
Parkv~ay to the Angeles N~tionaJ Forest — 9,gOD vehicles per day

➢ Plac~erita Canyon Road frarn.Sierra Highway to Sand Canyon Road — 4.,000
vehicles per day

The lowest daily traffic volume far~u~ast far the streets above is 4,Q00 vehicles.
From the recpmm~nda#ions'io reclassify each of the above sfireet segments to ~
limited seGOndary highway; it appears that t17e OVOV Traffc S#udy daily traf~rc
volumes threshnfd far a local street was applied. ff tfie Final EIR capacity of "up
to 9,000. veh~les per day° threshold had been appli~el, then the six streets above
51'aould he dropped fratn the proposed Highway Phan as limited secondary.,.....
highways Since They uvou{d ci~fautt tv local streets. Since these streets remain a~
limited secondary highways, then Sloan Canyon Road si~auld also remain ~~ a
limi#ed s~~ondary highway in the proposed Highway Plan...

The Final EIR also notes that local streets typicai#y include numerous driveways
to provide access, whereas a lirn~ted secondary highway best suits r#s goal of
providing mobility if there are limited access points. Sloan Canyon Raad would fit
this ret~uirement of a limited secondary highway as there are only eight
driveways in the area befiaeen Hillcrest Parkway ar~d Mandolin Canyon Raad
This li~rti~~d c~c~r~bcf ~f 'uilil'~'LYaji c~~icaS~'iviiifS IAIGLi~~'i PYtii ivii~i~t inii~tii i~iC iYiZ'i~'il~iij~
g~ai of a limited secondary highway..

Daily Traffic.: Volume Fo~~casts Have Not.. Begin f~ravid~d - In other.
responses, the Firtal EIR does no# provide infiormation that t reques#~d to valic(ate
the conclusions reached in the OVOV Traffic Study and the Draft E1R. for
example, Comment 25 indicaked that traffic volumes far Sloan Canyon Road from
west of Quaid Valley Rgad to Hillcrest Parkway were not provided to compare
those used to support the cu~ren# Highway Plan with those for the p~oposeti
Highway Plan. 1Nhile the response failetl tp fully address this comment, the
response did for~ca~t 2,t~0 vehicles ,per day for Sloan Canyon Road but did no#
specify the location where #his will occur. From Figure 3.2-7 in the Draft EIR, it
appears it~at the response may have referr~t~ to ~1oan Canyon Road just west of '
Quail Var y Road rather than x,000 vehicles .per day on Sloan Canyon Road just.
sowth of Hillcrest Parkway.

With the propas~d ci3ang~ in designation from a iitr~ited secondary+ higi~w~y to a
local str~ei for Sloan Canyon Ftr~~d, i# is cMi~ally important to compere at~d

3
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~t1s. Amy Mir~teer
t7VCiV Finn! RJR »Sloan Canyon. Road Detetion — Traffic Issues
September 27, 2D11

cross-check the #orscasts b~veen tt~ prior and ti~~ updated traffic mod~ls.,With
Sloan Canyon Road having been designated as a limited ~conctary highway for
many years, there certainly should b~ traffic volume forecasts ~vail~ble from the
prior traffic model #hat suppv~t the curr'e~t Highway, Plan. What are they?

!n attempting to justify the diff~t~ence in traffic'volume projections' for Sloan
Canyon ;Road south efi Milicrest Parkway, the response speculates thaf the
difier~ence ":`.,is mess# likely attributed to changes in hand use tia#a fihaf was used
in file S~VCTI~I.° I have examined the fend use assumptions and r~su~ing trip
generatir~n on Pages 6-39 and 8-40 in Appendix B-2 to the OVpV Traffic Study
fog TrafFic Analysis Zones 1, 2, 13, 14, 1a, 16, 17, 98, and 't9, those zones
surrounding Sfoan Canyon Road that would likely result in trips on this roadway.
There is' no significant difference between the sums of the trips forecast with
development at the current CitylCounty land uses (63,412 daily trips} compared.
to those forecast unr3er the oVOV Pian land'uses (60;524 da~~y trips). The,
decrease of 2,888 daily trips between these 1anc~11 uss Scenarios, less than 4.~
percent'of the total daily trips generated by #hese zones, should not decrease the
Sloan Canyon Road traffic volume forecasts' enough to jus~~iy a change in
classification from a limited secondary highway tai a loci{ s~re~k.

Cas#ai~ High Schoo! Traffic Impact Comments Are Nt~t ".~~eculation" -The
tlVrn. S.,Hart Union High Schaal Distric~Y is preparing a Draft ~tR for Castaic High
School, with release of the Draft ~tR scheduled by the_ end of 2011. It is my
understanding thaf the Draft EIR and updated traffic study now being prepared
for Castaic High school vrill evaluate two access rfladways for the selected
Romero Canyan site, one tv the east and one to the south t~ this school

The Romero Canyon sits is located nn the bcaundary of Traffic`Analysis Zones 1,
14. and 1~. The t}VOV Traffic Study land use antl trip generation #~bles .for
buildout conditions forecas# a #otal of 12,084 deify trips for fhe three #`affic
an~iysis zones. The high schd~i (and use is not inducJec3 in ~in'y t~f these ̀tht~e
#raffic analysis ~vr~es and the .daily trip tata~l sum daes'no# nclude'anyr.i~igh
sct~oot #rips, .

In preparing` my January 19 201 ~ 'comments on # ~ I]raft EIR !reviewed the
June 1, ~fl10 graft Traffic Study prepared by Aus#in-Foust Associates #ar Castaic
Migh Shoal at the Ramero Canyon Site. fine issues and concerns exiaressed in
Comments 33, 34, and 35 provided inforrnatian directly #rom this Drab Traffic
Study, The ,final EIR responses that #hes~ _comments "...oNy express fhe
opinions of the commenter..." ar~d that °...the commenter is speculating as to
s~nif~cant impacts...n are ir~c+~rrect~

From the ~r~ft Traffic. Study, the high school with an enrollment o#' 2,f00 students
will generate fi,40Q daily trips inclutfing 2, 00 trips in just #he' A{1JI peek hour
atone, higher #hen #die 2,000' Vehicle capacity ever 'an entire day for a local
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residential street. With a single access for the high school to and ftom fhe $ast,
a~ Sloan Canyon Road, the Drat Traffic study forecasts 46 percent of the high
school trips an (-5 and 27 percent on The Old Road. With 7.,,4p0 daily trips
generated by the high school, 5,d0~ daily trips (73 percent) will be Ariented to
and #rom the south on eiiher I-~ or on The Old Road.

Page 5-1 of the Draft Traffic Study concluded that significant traffic irr3pacts wilt.
occur at five iniersectioris wish 2,60 students and that these significant traffic
impacts would not be fully mitigated based on Los Angeles Caunty criteria. In
addi#ion, either four traffic lanes would be needed on Sloan Canyon Road east of
Castaic Migh School or T'rafific Demand Management (TDM) measures such as
staggered arrival~dismissal times, ride-sharing, and carpooling wdu~d be required..

The June 9, 2010 Draft Tragic Study for Castaic High School can the Romero
Canyon site did not evaluate direcf vehicle access to and from the south. With
5,4U0 daily high schaa! trips .oriented to and from the south, rt is my professional
Qpinion the! manor of these trips would reroute to a direct north-south roadway
connection suci~ as Sloan Ganyon Road. N only half 4f these high schaoi trips
used this direct n~arth-south connec#on, fihen 2,70Q additional daily trigs would
occur on ,the north-south par#ion of Sloan Canyon. Road. The daily traffic using
this roadwap~ segment would then be abQUt 6,000 vehicles, significantly higher
than t#~e 2,(?QD ve~ieles per day capacity of a local street identified in the OVOV
Tr~~c 5t~dy. Additianaily, once the Castaic High Sc~oai is constructed, it will
spur residenkial develt~pment in Ehe surrounding area, including several tract
maps that have already been apprQVecJ, as well as new developments.

Concerns regarding ~CC~SS t0 ~aS'#s'~1C NIgFi ~~hUfll alld the firaffic impacts
~s~ociated v~ith a si~+~D~ ~~i~i~;~ ~cce~s to 9i~~ ~a~i w~r~ ~iaGii~~~ t~Uiiii~
severd~ c#ifferent meetings during the last quarter of 2010. Since the preparation
of my ~ommsnts of January 19, 201.1, !have reviewed documents acquirEd by
Citizens for Gastaic pursuant to ~ :Public Retards Act request, including
F201b1ER0 CYN ~.LC r~see#ing minutes and email regarc)ing the Romero Canyon
High School site. An email dated C)ctober 7, X010 irom Randy V1/rage provides a
summary:. of a meeting vwith dos Angeles County staff regarding acc~s~ to .the
high school site as follows:

East Access

o ,Parker befwe~n The fJid Raad and Sloan — "Since there are houses on ,
the str~i in this area, it was gen~era{ty agreed 'we wouldn't want to
entourage that direc#ion fior freeway access."

o Sloan — "..;one .lane each direction with a painted median.,. everyone
..thought it was a ~oc~i idea... ~ 'Hybrid' between s#andard. end nr~n-
standard 

designs..• ,,

5
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~ South Access to Sloan

o Barringer — "If this connection (B~rringer) were to occurr the Parker
direction probably never goes fo ~ tans$ and, railf I~ssen the impacts in
Gastaic and The O!d Road intersections.n

Additional Consi~ratio,~s for Cas#aic His~M School Access — ~4 Kcal s#reel is
limited to 2$;feet in width. ira the Castaic area. As indicated in the OVOV Tr~ffc ._
Study, #his wid#h accammodat~s only, two vehicle lanes. A limited ~ecor~dary
highway designation ty~ caliy provides either two or four vehicle 'travel lanes, but
ofher aitematives "are ai~o a~ra~iabie such as-two traffic tapes separated by a ~two-
way left turn lane as discussed ire October 2U10 with County staff:

By providir►g'a north-south access in addition #o the east-west access for Castaic
High School, Sloan Canyon Raaci~in i~oth`directions Gould'provide one tragic fans -
in each direction separated by a two way left turn tat~e. The area outside each
#hmugh traffic lane ctiutd also be striped as a bicycle lane in accarelance with the
r mendafion .i~ the Draft Traffic 5#udy'#hat ."The roadways #hat provide
access: to the rch~ol sits should also be designated to arcomr~nodate a!I ,modes , .
of travel, such as wafkingand.biking." ;

As discussed throughout this leftsr, the cont~adic#ions and intx~ns stencies within
fhe E!R for the Santa Clan#a ~/aliey Area Plan Update must be corr~!cted. Castaic
High Schc~1 on the Romero. Canyon site will significantly increase traffic volumes
vn Sloan Canyon Road. The Draft EiR and revised #raffle s#udy for the proposed
high scht~ol project cite scheduled ~r rtilease in the next three months. it is
premature for ire Ct~un~ly of Los Angeles #a remove the limited se~ndary
h~hway designation an the nortn~south portion of Sloan Canyon Read #mm
Mandolin Canyon-Road to Mificrest Parkway at this time. Finally,' -̀the removal of
fihe limited sect~ndary ~i ghvuay designation from this middle, section off' Sloan
Canyon Road together tin~th retaining the designation an' each end, v+rili sever
community connectivity, and defies transpartatian piarining principles.

If you have questions regarding #hes~ comments, please a~tl me at your
convenience.

:. _ ~4'
~..c~.✓~

'~

~'~4J



Tom Brohard, PE

Licenses: 1975 / Profie~sional Engineer /California — Civil, No. 24577
1977 /Professional Engineer /California — Tragic, No:-724
2006 / Professional Engineer /Hawaii — Civil, No. 12321

Education.• 1969 / BSE /Civil Engineering /Duke Univers~ry

Experience: 40 Years

Memberships: 1977 / insti#ute of Transportation Engineers -Fellow, Life
1978 /Orange County Traffic Engineers Council -Chair 1982-1983
1981 /American Public Works Association - Member

Tom is a recognized expert in the Feld of traffic engineering and transportation planning.
His background also includes re~pansibi~ity fior leading and managing; the dElivery ofi
various con#ract services to numerous cities in Soutfi~ern California.

Tom has extensive experience in providing transportation planning and traffic engineering
services to public agencies. Since May 2005; he has served as Gon~ul#ing Ci#y Traffic
Engineer three days a week to the City of Indio: M~ ~Iso currently provitles ̀"on call" Tragic
and Transporta#ion Engineer services to the Cities of Big Bear Lake and San Fernando. !n
addi#ion to conducting tragic engineering investigations for Los Angeles County from 1972
to 1978, he has previously served as City Traffic Engineer in the following communities:

o Bellflower ............. ....... .............. 1997 - 1998'... ... ....
o BeH Gardens............ ..... ...` ................ 1982 - 1995
o Huntington Beach ............. ........::............ 1998 - 2004
o Lawndale.,. ., .... 1973 - 1978
o dos Alamitos.. ...... .,.. ............ .......19$1 - 19 2
o Oceanside ..... ................:. ....:;...........:.:..,. 1981 - 1982
o Paramoun#. ... 1982 - 1988:.
o Rancho=Palm V~rd~s. .. ... .. .......... 1973 - ~~978
o RoAing ~lill~ ..::.......:.......:. ......~:....:...,....:. 1973 —1978, 1985 -1993
o Rol{ing Hills Estates ..................................... 1973 - 1.978, 1984 -1991
o San Marcos ............:......:: .:................:... 7:.981
o Santa Ana ....................................................1978 - 1981 ,, ,

o Westlake Village ..........................................1.983 -1994

During these assignments, Tom hay supervised City staff and directed other consultants
including tragic engineers and transports#ion planners, traffic sigr~ai and street lighting
personnel, and signing, striping, and marking crews. He has secured .over $5 million in
grant funding for various improvements. He has managed and directed many traffic and
#ransportation studies and projects. Whip serving these ~ommurritie~, he;has p~r~or~ally
conducted investigations of hundreds of citizen requests for various traffic con#r~l devises.
Tom has also successfully presented numerous engineering reports at pity council,
Planning Commission, and ~`ra~c Commission m~~tings in these and other municipalities.

.Tom. Brohard and Associates
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Torn Brohard, PE, Page 2
In his service to the City of Indio since May 2005, Tom has accomplished the following:

❖ Oversaw preparation and ada~#ion of the Circulation Element Update of the General
Plan including development of Year 2035 buildout traffic volumes, revised and
simplified arterial roadway cross sections, and reduction in acceptable Level of
Service criteria under certain constrain#s ~~

•;• Oversaw preparation of fact sheets/design exceptions to reduce shoulder widths on
Jackson Street over I-7 0 as well as justifications for protected-permissive left turn
phasing at I-10 on-ramps, the firs# such installation in Caltrans District 8 in Riverside
County; oversaw preparation of plans and provided as~i~tance during construction ofi
a $1.5 million project to install traffic signals and widen three of four ramps at the I-
1~/Jackson Stree# Interchange under a Caltrans encroachment permit issued under
the Streamlined Permit Process

❖ Oversaw preparation of fact sheets/design excep#ions to reduce shoulder widths on
Monroe Street over I-10 as well as striping plans to install left tum lanes on Monroe
Street at the I-10 Interchange under a Cal#rans encroachment permit

•;• Oversaw preparation of #raffic impact analyses for Project Study Reports evaluating
different alternatives far buildout improvement of the i-1fl/Monroe Street and the !-
10/Golf Gen#er Parkway Infierchanges

❖ Oversaw preparation ofi plans, specifications, and contract documents and provided
assistance during construction of 22 new tragic signal installations

❖ Oversaw preparation of plans and provided assistance during construction for the
conversion of two traffic signals from fully protected left turn phasing to protected-
permissive left turn phasing with flashing yellow arrows

❖ Reviewed and approved over 450 work area traffic control plans as well as signing
and striping plans for all :City and developer funded roadway improvement projects

:• Oversaw preparation of a City wide traffic safety study of conditions at all schools

:• Prepared aver 350 work orders directing City farces to install, modify, and/or remove
traffic signs, pavement and curb markings, and roadway striping

v Oversaw preparation of engineering and traffic surveys to establish enforceable
speed limits on over 125 street segments

:• Reviewed and approved traffic impact studies prepared for more than 16 major
development projects

Since forming Tom Brohard and Associates in 2000, Tom has reviewed many traffic impact
reports and environmental documents fior various.. development projects. He has provided
expert witness services and also prepared #raffic studies for public agencies and private
sector clients.

Tom Brohard and Associates
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Sepfembsr 21, 2011 2033i?.~43

The Honorable Michael D. Antonovich
L.A. County Board flf Supervisors
Kenneth Hahn Mail at Administration ,
50Q West Temple Street, room $69
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Dear Supervisor Antonovi~h, ~'~11.,; -~~

On behalf of Romero Cyn L.LC, I convey strong support in preserving fhe portion o#'
Sloan Canyon Read located between Miilcrest Parkway and Mandolin Canyon Road as
a limited secondary highway designation.

Thank you for your consideration.

~/2f~ tfil~y yflUt'S,

Larry Rasmussen ~ l ~" ~ ~ ~ ~

Cc: Amy Minteer, Chatters-Brown &Carstens
Tam Cole, V11'i~liam S. Hart High Scl~oal District
Castaic Area Town council

2107Q Centre Pointe Parkway •Santa Clarita,CA 91350 • PH: (661 } 259.-5606 + ~AX:(661) 259-~OG5
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~,yb`~ Bicycle Network~~'`~

•̂ ^ Ciass i -Bike Path

~~••°• Ciass II •Bike Lane

°y°.r Class ill ~ Bike Route

••••• Bicycle Boulevard

,,,,, Bikeways Proposed by
Other Jurisdictions

~ McVO Station

S~! Meuolink Station

Parks and Open Space

Unincorporated County

Project Identification
in Tabie 3-25
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Figure 3-26: Castaic Proposed Bicycle Facilities

Los Angeles County Bicycle Master Plan
So~ace: lusArgeles Meto (2006; 2010); Alta Plann~g t Design (201p)
o~~: ~a,~r„ Aita Planning + Design ~ 103
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Letter No. H4 Chatters-Brown and Carstens, February 17, 2012

Response 1

The commenter provides an introduction to the comments that follow. No further response is

required.

Response 2

The commenter states that the Castaic community overwhelmingly supports maintaining the

Limited Secondary Highway designation for the portion of Sloan Canyon ̀Road between

Hillcrest Parkway and Mandolin Canyon Road. The commenter cites letters from residents and

businesses and the position of the Castaic Area Town Council.

The comment raises. political issues that- do not appear to relate to any physical effect on the

environment: The comment will be included as part of the record and will be made !:available to

the decision makers prior to a final decision on the proposed Area Plan. However, because the

comment does not raise an environmental issue, no further response is required.

Response 3

The commenter states that the Castaic community's support for maintaining the Limited

Secondary Highway designation is due to the fact that access to the new Castaic High School

would be provided via this section of Sloan Canyon Road. The commenter states that, in

addition to the high school traffic that would rely on this. section of Sloan Canyon Road, it is

reasonably foreseeable that developers owning large parcels ~f land rear the high sche~l will be
spurred into moving forward with residential developments, and that these developments

would also .rely on this section of Sloan Canyon Road for access. The commenter states that

circumstances have changed since 2008 and expresses the opinion that now that circumstances

have changed, the County must reconsider whether it is in the best .interests of the Castaic

community to remove the Limited Secondary Highway designation.

The comment is directed to the proposed Castaic High School project, not the EIR for the

proposed Area Plan, and speculates as to the growth-inducing impacts of the proposed Castaic

High School project. On October 6, 2011,. the William S. Hart Union High School District

released a Revised Notice of Preparation (NOP) for the proposed Castaic High School project.

The Revised NOP identified two options for`public access to the proposed Castaic High School,

and only one opflon provides for public access from the south via Moan Canyon Road

beginning: at Hillcrest Parkway. The Revised NOP states that bath options will be evaluated in

the EIR for the proposed Casta c High School project, and at the time the Final EIR far the

proposed Area Plan was prepared, the EII~ for the proposed Castaic High School project had
not been. released. An analysis of the growth-inducing impacts of the proposed Area Plan is

presented in Section 9.0, Growth Inducing Impacts,. of the SIR for the proposed Area Plan. 'Y'~te



cornrnent does.. not raise any specific issue regarding the ,analysis presented in Section 9.0,

Growth Inducing Impacts, of the EIR for the proposed Area,Plan, so a specific :response cannot

be provided nor is required. The comment will be .included as part of the record_ and will be

made available to tie decision makes prior to a final decision on the proposed Area Plan.

Response 4

The commenter states that it wishes to address several inaccurate or potentially misleading

statements made. at the Regional Planning:Commis5ion publ c,hear ng on September 28,,.2011..

The comment is an introduction to the comments that follow. Na further response is required..

Response 5 ,

The commenter states that the William S. Hart Union High School District intends to construct a

Castaic High School and proposes to provide, dual access via the section of Sloan Canyon Road

proposed for a downgrade. T'he commenter states that: it considers. xt essential that the County

consider the traffic.that would be generated by the Gastaic High School and the,need for a safe

route . to school for. bicyclists and; pedestrians when deciding whether: or not ; to re#ain the

Limited Secondary Highway designation for all of Sloan Canyon Road.,. The commenter cites

testimony given by Steve Burger- of the County Department of Public Works at the Regional

Planning Commission on September Z8, 2011 and states that this testimony may have mislead

the Regional Planning Commissioners to believe that the EIR for the proposed Area_ Plan

considered the traffic associated with the Castai~ High School when analyzing whether to

maintain the existing Limited Secondary Highway designation. The commenter states that the

EIR for the proposed Area .Plan did not.consider traffic associated with the. Castaic High School,

citing the Final EIR's responses to previous comments regarding this issue. ..The commenter

states that it is •inadequate four the EIS ,for--the proposed Area .Plan to push., off discussion of -the

traffic generated by fihe Castaic High School to the ;project-level EIR for the ,proposed High

School

The.commenter correctly states that the EIR for, the proposed Area-Plan did not consider traffic

associated with the proposed Castac High School. At the time the. Notice of Preparation (NQP)

for this EIR was issued on July 28, 2008, the location of the proposed Castaic High School had

not been determined. The, OVOV Valley-Wide Traffic Study,(Appendix 3.2.of the Revised Draft

EIR) analy.~ed all of the existing, proposed, and expected ;traffic in the unincorporated Santa

Clarita Valley , as of ;July 27, 2008, pursuant ,to State CEQA Guidelines Section: 15125(a).

Therefore, the analysis in this EIR is adequate .per the State CEQA :Guidelines.:_ In, addition,. as

noted in Response 3, above, comments regarding the proposed.. Castaic High. School ,are

speculative. On October 6, 2011, the William S. Hart Union High School District released a

Revised,NOP for the: proposed Castac High School project. The. Revised NOP identified two

options fox public access to the proposed C~staic High School, and only one option provides for

public access .from. the south via Sloan Canyon Road beginning at Hillcrest Parkway. The



Revised NOP states that both options will be evaluated' in the EIR for the proposed Castac
High` School:'project, and at the time fhe Finat EIR for the proposed Area Plan was prepared, the
EIR for the proposed Castaic High School project had not been" released. No further response is
required. The comment will be included as' part of the record and will be pro~crided to the
decision makers prior to a final decision on the proposed Area Plan.

Response 6

The commenter states that it wants to address misleading statements madE at the Regional
Planning Commission hearing on September 28, 2011 regarding the need for the speed limit on
Sloan Canyon Road to be 55 to 65 miles per hour if the Limited ~Secondar~'Highway designation
is maintained. The commenter states that the County has the authority under the County
Municipal Code and the California Vehicle Code to set a lower speed limit to ensure safety and
cities relevant sections of the County Municipal Code and the California Vehicle Code.

The comment is not directed to the EIR and` raises' issues related to speed limits that do"riot
appear to rerate =fo any physicar effect on the "environmen t: 'The coininerit will be"included as
part of the record and made available to the decision makers prior to a final ̀decision on' the
proposed Area Plan. However, because the comment does>nof raise an environmental issue,'no
fui~her response is requif~d.

Response 7

The commen-ter states that if the Limited Secondary Highway designation.was removed-from
this section of Sloan canyon Road, it would become a local street and local streets are not
intended to be a carnection betwee~i a'large ~egme ~t of the ~~ea population ~ri~l a use such
the proposed Castaic High School. Tl e commenter°states that, as a local street, development of
t.Yiis section of Sloan Canyon Road would be limited fo a width of 2$ feet' finder the Castaic Area
Community''Standards Districf (CSD). Thy ̀ ~ornmenter states that, at''the Regional planning
Commission hearing on September 28, 2011, County Department of Regional Planning staff
acknowledged that Sloan Canyon Road would be a two lane road whether it is a Limited
Secondary' Highway or a local street but that this acknowledgement did not. discuss the safety
benefits tltat'the added width of a Limited Secondary`Highway could provide. `

The comment is d 'rected`to the proposed Area Plan, not the EIR; and raises` sues"that do not
appear to relate to any physical'~ffect on the'eitvronmenf. 'T~xe comment will be included as
part of the record and made available to the'decsion makers prior to= a final decision on the
proposed Area Plain. However,'because the comxnertt does riot raise an environmental'i~sue, no
further response is required.

Nonetheless, the following information is provided. 'T'he ~erno~al of the ~,imited 5~conetary
I~ighway design~ition tnrould not precrude the consi~lera~on of public safety concerns or'the
aticlition of safety futures. The ~astaic Area C5I), adop ted by the Board` of supervisors on



November 3Q 2004, includes standards.for local streets (see Section 22.44.137.D2 of the County

Zoning Ordinance). These standards apply to "residential land divisions where atleast ,75

percent of the lots exceed a net area of 15,000 square feet...as approved by the county

department of public works and,. the, counfiy ,fire department" (emphasis added).. These

standards specify that. "(~)urbs, gutters,. and sidewalks are prohibited unless otherwise deemed

necessary for .public. safety purposes" (emphasis added.); and that "(i)nverted shoulder cross-

sections shall be required unless, an alternate design is deemed necessary for public.,safety"

(emphasis added). Accordingly, the CSD standards for local streets provide for consideration of

public safety concerns, such as emergency access and safe pedestrian access, and also provide

for review aid approval, by, the. County's Deparhnent of Public Works and the County's Fire

Deparctment.,

Response 8

The commenter states that Sloan Canyon Road would only be able to provide two 12 #oot wide

travel lanes with narrow inverted shoulders if it were a local street with a width limit of 28 feet.

The commenter states. that if: Sloan. Canyon Road were a Limited. Secondary Highway,. left. turn

lanes could also ~e provided and: that this fact was not disclosed by Department of Regional

Planning staff at the. Regional Planning ,Commission, hearing on September 28, 2011. The

commenter states that the ability to :provide left turn lanes would. reduce the potential for traffic

backups, consistent .with proposed Area Plan's .promotion of, reduction in greenhouse gas

emissions through transportation strategies as well as Policy C-2.1.3 of the proposed Area Plan.

The comment is directed to the proposed .Area .Plan, not the EIR, and raises issues that do not

appear to relate to any physical effect on the environment. The comment will be included as

part of the record .and made available to the decision: makers prior to a final ,decision on, the

proposed Area Plan. However, because the comment does not raise an enuironrnental issue, no

further response is required...

Nonetheless, the following information is provided. The removal of the Limited Secondary

Highway designation would not preclude consideration of public safety concerns or the

addition of safety :features, such as left turn lanes. Please see Response 7, above, regarding

relevant provisions .of the Castaic Area CSD that. allow for the consideration.. of such concerns.

Response 9

The commenter states that bike lanes could be included on Sloan Canyon Road if it;is;a Limited

Secondary Highway and that there would not be space to include bike lanes if it is downgraded

to a local street. The commenter states. that this added ability to:_provide a safe route to the

proposed Castaic Area High School was not acknowledged by Department, of Regional

Planning staff at the- .Regional Planning Commission hearing on September 28, 2011. The

commenter states that providing bike lanes on Sloan Canyon Road would be consistent with



several policies in the proposed Area Plan, the proposed Countywide General Plan Update, and
the'Courifiy Bicycle Master Plan:

The commerit'is directed to the proposed Area Plan, not the EIR and raises"issues that do riot
appear to relate fo any ̀physical effect on the environment. The-comment will be included ' as
part of the record and made available 'to the decision makers prior to a final' decision on the
proposed Area Plan. However, Uecause the comment does not raise an environmental issue, no
further response is required.

1Vonetheless, the following information "is provided. The removal of the Limited Secondary
Highway designation would not preclude consideration of public safety concerns or the
addition of safety features, such as bike lanes. Please see Response 7, above, regarding relevant
provisions of the Castaic Area CSD that allow for the consideration of such concerns.

Response 10

The commenter states that maintaining'the Limited Secondary Highway designation would also
provide adequate space to include sidewalks, which could be used by future students at "the
proposed Castaic High School and others. The commenter 'cites draft policies'in the proposed
Countywide General Plan Update that requires streefis to consider the needs ̀ of all users;
including pedestrians.' T`he commenter states 'that if this section of Sloan 'Canyon Road is
downgraded to a local street, the Castaic Area CSD would generally prohibit the inclusion of
sidewalks unless a finding of necessity is made, whereas a sidewalk would be required if the
Limited Secondary Highway designation remains in place.

The comment is directed to the proposed Aria Plan, nat the EIR, and ~ais~s issues treat Ala not
appear to relate fo any physical effect on the' environment. The comment will be included' as
part of the record and made available to the decision makers prior to a final decision on the
proposed Area Plan. However, because the comment does not raise an environmental issue, no
further response is required.

Nonetheless, the following information is provided. The removal of the 'Limited Secondary
Highway designation would riot preclude consideration' of public safety concerns or' the
addition of safety features, such as sidewalks. Please see laespo~se 7, above, regarding relevant
provisions of the Castaic Area CSD that allow for the consideration of such concerns.

Response 11 
_

The ̀ commenter states that the right-of-way width of the Limited "secondary I=Iighway
designation would allow for adequate width to incl~zde 'a fenced equestrian trail on Moan
Canyon Road. The 'commenter states that a 'fenced trail would provide ~af~ty td the rrtany
equestrians in the area.



The comment is directed to the proposed Area. Plan, not the EIR, and raises issues that do not
appear to relate to any physical e#feet an the environment. The comment, will be included as
part of the record and made available to the decision. makers prior to a final decision on the
proposed Area Plan. However,. because the comment does. not raise an environmental issue, no
further response is required.:

Nonetheless, the following information is provided.. The removal , of the .Limited Secondary
Highway designation would not preclude consideration of public ;safety concerns or. the
addition of safety features, such as fenced equestrian trails. Please see Response 7, above,
regarding relevant provisions of the Castaic Area CSD that allow for the consideration of such
concerns.

Response 12

The commenter states that it wishes to correct a statement made in the Interdepartmental
Engineering Committee (IEC) recommendation and perpetuated by the Regional Planning
Commission when it approved that recommendation. The commenter cites the IEC
recommendation and states that, while the IEC recommendation was that the Limited
Secondary Highway designation should be retained between recorded Tract Map No. 46443
and Quail Valley Road, it would be more accurate if the IEC recommendation was that the
Limited Secondary Highway designation should be extended to the west. The commenter
states that the IEC recommendation, as approved by the Regional Planning Commission, would
create an important gap missing between Mandolin Canyon Road and Hillcrest Parkway. 1'he
commenter expresses the opinion that this could result in a potentially hazardous bottleneck
when Sloan Canyon. Road narrows and then widens again.

The comment is directed to the proposed Area Plan, not the EIR, and raises issues that do not
appear to relate to any physical effect on the environment. The comment will be included as
part of the record and made available to the decision makers prior to a final decision on the
proposed Area Plan. However, because the comment does not raise an environmental issue, no
further response is required.

Nonetheless, the following information is provided. The removal of the Limited Secondary
Highway designation would not preclude consideration of public safety concerns. Please see
Response 7, above, regarding relevant provisions of the Castaic Area CSD that allow for the
consideration of such concerns.

Response 13

The commenter states that the revised text for the Final Draft Area Plan includes a revision to
the Introduction Section, setting out that the IEC would be able to make adjustments to
designated Highways without the need for a Plan Amendment. The commenter states that it



objects to allowing any major alignrnent'adjustments or changes'in the designation of County
roadways withouf the approval of a Highway Plan and/or Area' Plan Amendment.

The comment is directed ̀fo the' proposed Area Plan, not the EIR and raises issues that do not
appear to relate to any physical effect on the environment. The comment will be included'as
part of the record and made available to the decision makers prior to a final decision on the

proposed Area Plan. However, because the comment does not raise an environmenfal issue, no
further response is required.

Response 14 -

The commenter summarizes the preceding comments. No further response is required.



Letter No. H5

Fro c~ur~s
swERMAN c. stac~lr 

LAw C}1=P~C~S q~
U5A A, wEiNBER~' ~^e p_ ~r

<T.A~I~~~iS ~4 A7TA.CFiY LLP
t'~t,~pnot+~ (816 933.02011
FAC81NUL~{818} 933=Q2?ttREBECCA A. THOMPSQN

'16633'VENTURA B4W~.EVARD SUITE '1220NihldG1,8E53lONS-57AG~Y ~ ~"r "~' ~".°"'N'w.c°i"

KIMBEftLYA..RfBLE ENC(NO~ CA 9~I4.~}FJ~"~S~TZ

ALIGIA 9, BARTLEY

•eWr+~xcla~elcorpaetton

.. 

~~i17~ A"+rlrg,F+t~~G

- "̂r iLiG~NAki'~~tir6~l.~ ~~d'~' • ~4~

T~~ ~Ic~nar~ble Board afSt~pezvisors
C'o~Fnty of'I,~s A~~~~~es.
383.ICenneth Hain T~~1 af,~c .inistratic~~
SOt} . West. Tetnp~~ ~tre~t
Ins Angeles, CA 9Ut~ I2

Re:, S~nt~ Glar~~a V`a~ley A.~e~ Plan tJ~tdate
I~r~ject ~To. R~Q(37-1226-(5}
~'1~ Am,~n~ment No. ~(~09-Ob{~0~-~~}
Lone Clian~e I~1c~. 2009-00009-(S)
Hearing ~atc: l~"ebruaxy 2$, 2012

dear honorable Supervisors:

"~'tus lett~~ i~ submatte~ can be~a~f o:C Gateway R;~~ach ~~,C ("Gateway") ~c~x tie pug s~ of~rovidin~,
~orr~ments;th~ tine V~!!e~ C}ne Vision ~tevi~e+d I~r~ffi ,area Plaz~.(the "k'ta~"), ~l,s d~~~il~d bi~lc~w, ,
given the.scop~z aft~~ P~~n, a~ad the sub.~t~ata~l public cont~'ov~r~y surrpundin~ the Plan, x~vision~
t~ the ~'la~. axed addi~i~n~t pubic ~.e~' n~s,sk~ou~~d b~ h~~d before the ~oar~ ~~ ~upGrvisars takes a~a~
~Ct10ri Ori lt.

~.

,, Il'~CI~ICTIt~I'~.

Gatewa~r is the c~wc~er c~1'~302 acres Qf real ~rc~periy lacat~d in.~ninccarporatc:d C,os Angeles Gauniy
8tlt~rt~ tllc n~rtheast~rly side of F-5 acid The f3lc~ Road. ~i~twee~n Calgxove F~c~ulev~rd and the SR-t
Frc~way to the Iasi (tlie "Prc~p~rrty"). The Prap~rty is oannmaixly-re~err~d to as 23 ~ 1(~ Tire 01~ Raad,
d is identified as Las A.~~~les County Assessor °̀s P~t'cel Nos. 2827-028-~05, -U~6, -007, -008,

O 19Y -020 and 2~~7-02~~a04, X016. The I'ro~erty i~ ~ui'r~~tly zoned A-2-1, and Gateway has. applied
for, Vesting '~~u~tive Tract Map, to ~areat~ f 24 sin~l~.f~mil~:~esid~nt al lath ('t~'C'TM 71279). The
Property is currently primarily u~develope~i, and crsr~sists o~ steep scrub and„ask wc~atila~c~ 1~tabitat.
Tt is luc~ted immediately at~jacent to e~sting au~d propo~d urban deveio~imeantp end has easy access
its roadways, emergency services and utilities.



The Hc~nQrable Baard of`Supervisors
County of Las Angeles
February 22, 2Q12
Page 2

The tentative map layout is designed to create high-quality single family residential lots that are
:sensitive to the surrounding natwral environment. The project's clustered land plan preserves
prominent rid~eiines and b alogicalresources. The proj ect minimizes development in habitat areas,
major drainage tributaries,.coastal scrub ~~bitat and oak woodland habitat, and provides open space
buffers to the. existing and future,residential development. ,Despite the many environmental and
aesthetic benefits of Gateway's proposed-project;, it would not be permitteel under tk~e Plan..

As an initial matter, as Gateway has:already submitted its application for the Vesting Tentative°Tract
M~~, Gateway's proposed project zxaust be reviewed for ~onsist~n`cy with the Area. Plan that remains
in e~fec~ today. The changes proposed in the Flan do not apply to Gateway's project bccattse

Gaxeway filed its application prig to the effective date of the Plan.

Nevertheless, this letter will summarize Gateway's objeetio~s to the Plan. Tt sh~utd be zaot~d that `

the ar~;wments and evidence presented herein'are in addition to any ether arguzneiits ar evidence

which the County has received or may receive froze our client ~r their consultants at any or ill public
hearings nn the Plan.

II.
`THF P WNZ4NE WAY' PROPE D VIOLATES S

REGIt?NAL TRA.NSPORTATIQN ~'~.AN.

Gateway's Fx~perty ~s ever 300 acres of primarily rawland located rnmcd at~ly adjacent to t~~e City
af'Santa C;iarita, with easy access is roadways including i-~ anu ~R-1~+, e~n~r~ei cy sei°vices old
ufiilities. Gatewayct~rently proposes 124 single family lots fax the Property. ̀~=Sowever, th~`~rc~~~sed
Plan, designating thc`Pr~aperty as RL 10, would likely permit a develo~meiit c~~ only 301ats, driving
potenfiial xesident~ away from major freeways and city seruices.

As it impacts GatCway's Froperty,the flan violates sevEr~l of SCAG's Regional Transpprtation Plan
t`~It:1'I'").Goals, Vicar example, RTP GQ1J. ~ 15 l:Q TT1~7{Iri11LC TY1Qbil1~ ~lx(~ ~CC~SSIb111I~ tOT' al~ ~?eO~IC
and goods in the region. However, as discussed' above, the practical effect of the plan as it relates
to tlae Property is that potential residents are forced away from major roadways, with far less
cez~~enient access to the foods anci services of#erect witl~i~~ the City cif Sar►ta GI~!ita and the nearby
S~.n Fernando Valley:.

:Similarly, RTC Goal S is tc~ protect the environment, improve air quality ana pro~ot~ ~ner~y
e#~'ic envy. Aut, a~ it elates to the Property, the Plan fiorce residents` clriv~ farther to access major
'freeways, with resulting negative impacts to the enviroritnent and air quality.

a~~a~a6a-ooi



The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
February 22, 2p12
Page 3

finally, RTP Goal 6 is to encourage land use-and growth patterns t~aat complement our txan,sportatian
improvements and imp~ov~s: the cost-effectiveness of expenditures. The vicinity of the Properly xs
fiitly improved with two major freeways along with many other major roadways. Yet the practical
effect of fine Pl~.n, as it relates to .the.. Property, would push potential residents away from these
established transportation improvements.

Based upon-the foregoing, the Plan should not be adapted without further consideration of these
significant and fores~eabte consequences of implementation of the Plan.

III.
THE PROPOSED DESIGNATYUN V R A MAJUI2YTY' F "ATEWAY'S

PROPERTY IS UNSUPPORTABLE•

The Plan designates a majority of Gateway's;Pro~rerty as Santa Susana Mountainsl."~ mi Bills

~igni~cant ecological Area ("SEA"). However, as .admitted in the Play's Environmental Impaet

Report, there is ~ lack of data and only l mired studies on certain biological resources that may or

may not exist in the Plan's ,proposed Santa Susana Mountains/Simi .Hills SEA, .among the other
propaseei SEAS.

Moreover, the FIR identifies certain animal species as being-only "potentially present" and other

species as "reasonably expected to occur" within the proposed SEA. The Plan's defice~acies in this

regard axe especially significant when considering. certain of the T'lan°s ~'olicies, such as CU 3.7.2

and 10..1.1, whick~ stress the importance of public access for education and- xeereation in SEAS and

Open Space, and Mitigation Measure 3."7-3, which requires public acquisition. of ~F,~s and Open

Space land. Unsubstantiated proposed designations of SEAs in the Phan are being utilized to avoid

compensable taking of private propexty for public use. "age A i~, ns v, City of. ~'iburon, 447 U.S. 255,

262 (1980) [ordinances limiting development which prevent best use of :owner's land andlor
extinguish a fundamental attribute of ownership may be compensable taking.

The proposed SE.~1 designations have significant consequences to the owners of private property and

must b~ rejected unless and until biological resource data is collected by actual Meld work in the

proposed SEAs.

~v.
coNCLUSYON.

Based upon the foregoing, revisions to the Plan are required to achieve: consistency with SCAG's
Regional. Transportation Plan and to insure the Plan's proposed SEAS truly qualify as "si~ni~cant

G&51764.001



The Honorable Board of`Supervisors
Gount~ of Las Angeles
Februazy 22, 2012
Page 4

ecological areas." As currently proposed, the Plan impermissibly infrxz~gc~s on the private property
rights ~f Gateway, art~ong either property owners within the Ylan area, and it should gat be adapt~:d. o

Thazalc ycau for your consideration. ̀' As always, pease do not hesitate to contact u~ at any time with
any comments ar questians that you may have.

Sincerely,'

c;&su~va-one



Letter No. H5 Gaines &Stacey LLP, February 22, 2012

Response 1

T'he commenter provides an introduction to the comments that follow. No further response is

required.

Response 2

The commenter states that the proposed Area Plan is inconsistent with the-Southern California

Association of Governments' Regional Transportation Plan..

T'he comment is directed to the proposed Area Plan, not the EIR, and raises issues that do not

appear to relate to any physical effect on the environment. The comment. will be included .as

part of the record and made available to the decision makers prior to a final decision on the

proposed Area Plan. However, because. the comment does not raise an erivronrnental issue, no

further response is required. Also, please see Letter No. D93,17esponse 6.

Response 3

The commenter states that the proposed Area Plan designates a;majori~y;of its client's property

as a Significant Ecological Area (SEA) although the EIR for the proposed Area Plan admits there

is a lack of data ,and only limited studies on certain biological resources that may or may not

existing within the SEA. T'he commenter states that the`SEA designations are being used to

avoid compensable taking of private property for. public use.

Please see Letter No. D93, Responses 7, 8, 9,10, and 11.

Response 4

The commenter summarizes the preceding comments. No Further response is required.



Letter No. H6

~}'~~/~`j~ \/~~~~~'~ Jeffer Mangels
J.Y1L~.Y1 Butler & Mificheli c~

Alex DeGood 1900 Avenue of the Stars, 7tF+ Floor

Direct: (390} 201-354Q Los Angeles, C~Iifomia 90Q67-430$

Fax: (310} 712-334$ (310j 203-8084 (310) 203-0557 Fax

AMD@jmbm.com wwwjmbmcom

Ref: 69266-0003

February 23, 2Q12

'VIA..EMAIL
Las Angles County Boar. of Sup~rv'isars

.Executive Off ce of the Board of Supervisats .

Zoning Section
Room 383 

, . _ -w,,;, .

~,os~,$~t~s,c~~aasz 
-

<~~; Project No. R2007-01229-(5)
Flan Amendment Case Nn. 2QQ9-00006-(5)

done Charge Case No. 20Q9-OOQ09-(5~

Environmental Ass~ssrnent base No. 2049-00084-(5)

Dear Members'af the Board of Supervisors'

:This office represents SFI Los Vanes, LLC ("Los Valles"). Los Vattes is the

or~vner of an approximately 427 acre development. in the Castaic area of Los Angeles 
County that

is entitled for single family residential use,, T write to offer supporting comments on the Santa

Clarita Valley Plan Update (#he "Plan°) and the related final environmental impact report

"FEIR") ors behalf"of Los ijalles. The Los Vaiies proper~y is i,~ a~ area in ~~~~'. ~ ~arrl use

designafion change is proposed, and as such Los Valles has reviewed fih~ Plaxi and FEIR with-

great interest.

T.os Va11es believes-:that the Plan has deftly executed a major, much needed

update to the Coin ty's existing General, Plan. 'Years of growth and dev~lopiment have rendered

current land use designations and related zoning obsolete in many areas.

Of parCicular ǹote, Los'~lalles believes thaik the Residential 2 (~2) land use

designation, r~vhicl~ atlows up to two dwelling units per acre in areas that serve as transitions

between higher density urban development an8 rural comrnun tips, is well suited for many areas

previously deemed rut~aL This des nation would appl~to the Los Vallee property, and would

provide. opportunities for sensible development that rnaintiairrs appropriate density whip

protecting valuable open space.

A Limited Liability Law Parknershtp includ,{ng Prafessional'Corparations /Cos Angles . 5an ~ranaisca • Orange Foumy

LA 85936U}vl



Febxuary 23, zoi~
page 2

In short, Los Va11es supports the Ilan and looks forward to its enactment.

Sincerely,

~~~~ -~-~

A~.EX DEGOOD of
Jeffer Mangels Butler &Mitchell LLP

J~~(,grrrr n~g~~
8uder & MicchelPur

S;A 8593601 v i



Letter No. H6 Jeffer Mangels Butler &Mitchell LLP, February 23, 2012

Response 1

The commenter is supportive of the proposed Area Plan, especially the proposed land use
designation for the Los V.alles property.

The County acknowledges the commenter's support. The comment will be included as part of
the record and will be made available.to the decision makers prior to a final decision on the
proposed Area Plan.



Pa elofl

Letter No. H7

Ciepl~k, Michael

From: George Paulin [gpaulsin@sbcglobaF.net]

Sen#: Friday, February 24, 2012 3:29 PM _

70: PublicHearing

Cc: Nick Pavich ,

Subject: Project No. R2D07=g1226-(5}

Attachments: Pavich Sierra Hwy Rlan far Rezone.pptx

Dear F~aard:

We are planing on attcndin~; your Tuesday meeting next week to x•equest that the attac~ted
~'arcels be included in your rezoning projeeti of the Onc Valley One Vision Program sine such

parcels are orn~ned by my client. which would be consistent zoning vvi#h his adjacent parcels he

owns.

We would hope that you would dive it careful consideration.

S ticcrcly, Gorge

George M. Paulsin
George M. Yaulsin Co.
301 South I.,incc~ln Sire~t
Burbank, California 91506
($18) 843-7406 Office
(81.8) 843-74071~ax.
DRF, Lic. # QQ765258

3/6/2012
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Letter No. H7 George Paulsin, February 24, 2012

Response 1

The commenter requests that certain parcels be included in the„proposed Area ̀Plan's. re-zoning
so that they could be consistent with the zoning of adjacent parcels.”

The cornrnent is directed to the proposed Area Plan, not the SIR, .:and raises .issues that do' not
appear to relate to any physical effect q~n the environment. ;I'he comment will be included as
part of the record and made available to the decision makers prior to a final decision on the
proposed Area Plan. However, because the comment does not raise an environmental issue, no
furkher response is required.

._



Letter No. H8

February 26, 2012

Via. F-mai)
Board of Superuisors
County of-Las Angeles
.324 W. Temple Street, Room 135U
Las Angeles, Ca 90012

Re: one Valley One Vision S.C.V. Area Plan Update
Opposition to Removal of LSI~ Designation on Sloan Canyon Rd

I'ionorable :Supervisors.

I am writing as a representati~re far over 7U0 community mernb~rs of Casta c.

The Planning Depacfiment of Los Angeles County recei~~ed 70$ l~:tters opposing=the.
Limited Secondary Highway d'esignatian removal on S1a~3r1 Canyon P.d b~tvueen
Hillcrest and Mandotin Canyon Rd (referto map) represented Icy i l~c~ r~~d line

There were only 201etCers received by the ~.os Angeles County Planning.
Department supporting the: r~rnaual of the LSH designation.

The IEC is not anly recommending remocral of this important I,S~i designation
cr~nnec~ion (~-c:~~i~c~s~rltecE t;~;~iin by the rea line), i~ is r~comrnending Che "retention"

of the 1aSH ~n Sloan Canyon Rd between Quail Va11ey Rd and VTTM 464 3 (referto

maps wf~i~:h ̀ rs re~aresellt~d byfihe gi~e~~n an~i the orange line

This is c~ear~y nod on,ly~ a "r~i.~i~t~u~" of e~3H, ~~~ ~~i "e~~r nsi~n" c~P ~.~lf~ :€`:,r
benefit of the devei~per, ~nofi the community. This is a classic demonstration. of
"Urban Sprawl".

~1s ypu can all see by the map, Sloan :Canyon Rd, our existing I,SH, runs directly

adjacent Co ~xistir~g develapm~nt and connects with ofher important Limited
Secondary Hi~hw~ys (refer to map) r~vhich is represented ley the bl rc lines.

This was the design of our:Plannin Commissioners 50 years ago, an important
north/south. LSH circ~ilatiori with enough width for safety features.
Almost one third of our community fives in the Hillcr~st development.
Hillcrest Parkway is where our only Middle School is constructed.

The proposed L~H designation removal within the section of Sloan Canyon Rd
currently ]t~s dedicated right of-ways oE84 and 100 foot widths. The community

believes that a downgrade in width to 64 feed would h~ suf~cienC for the safety of

the community and our studenCs.



64 feet ~nrould allow far 2lanes, a Curn lane,.: the.sidewalks a bicycle lane and a
fenced equestrian trail. If downgraded to a local connector, the G~staic CSD's only
provide far a;2~ foot width. California Dept of ~ducatfo~ will require these safety...
features on.the HigY~ School access route. The handful of residents on Sloan Eanyon
Rd who are supporting the LSH designatio n removal doesn't seem to understand the

importance of this necessary width and highly imparCant safety features fir their
own benefit let alone the benefit of the community.

There are many large parcels of land approved for development that are either, ~n

Slaar~ Canyon Rd qr. will be a~ce~sing Sloan Canypn,Rd per,Got~nty conditions. These

developments rrvill happen sooner than-later with the eminent construction of the

Castaic High School. There have been xonin~ change requests of RL2 to HZ from

landowners adjacent or cYose to Che eminent High„Schoal and approved by our

elected Gastaic Ares Town Council.

At the CasCaic Area Town Council meeting on 9-21-11, a citizens group (GFC~ made a

presentation of which prompted a vote by Town Council: to send a letCer Ca. Los

Angeles County requesting fihe LSH designation remain on all of Sloan Ca~ayon Kd

due to the eminent High School. Residents of Sian ~uvere present at this meeting and

one was heard to say by several people "I need to ga haame and get my gun'' which

was reported. to the local Sheri ff's Department Che next day. The community is tired

of being manipulated, bullied and threatened by'Slo~n Canyon Rd residents. No one

enjoys riding their bike: ar walking theft dogs on Sloan Canyon Rd and being

told to Ieave if the: residents don't recognize you.

Justi for the record, there is nearly a thousand feet of asphalt,on 57oari Canyon Rd

between Hillcrest Parkway and the proposed High School access Barringer Raad.

To make the statement that Sloan is a rural dirt road is absolutely incorrecC.

IC has come to the attention of the community that a farrtily with a Sloan Canyon. Rd

address was permitted Ca build fiheir harne "in the middle of the aligned Sloan

Canyon Rd, which,. of course will require some realignments. But this County error is

not serious enough to warrant "Urban Sprawl" nor should the community loose the

benefit of the' existing Sloan I:SH width connecting to otherexisting LSH's with

similar br even more width.

Castaic is currently experiencing a third Na~ice of Preparation far the High School.

The second NQP gave an option of single or dual access.. Single access was I-5 up

Sloan to Mandolin, through VTTM 46443 to the school site. Dual access was the

same- route with. the addition of Hillcrest, Sloan Canyon Rd, ~3arringer Rd to the

school site. It was an overwhelming response of 16$ cotntnunty lexter and e-mail

gates for the dual acces$ route verses 7 votes for the sf ngle access route.



The black lines ~n the attached map are the 3rd NOF propas~d eminent High School
access raids which both utilize Sloan Canyon Rd,

There can be harmony between the eminent High School, exisCing an~i future
developments and the 3Q0 or more horse properties that exist in Romera, Sloan and
Haslet' Canyons. Again, only 2O letters were in support of this LSH removal: 708

letters oppose rt.

Please leave the LSH designation on all of Sloan Canyon Itd and consider
dotnrngrading the width from 80 and 100 foot widths to a 64 foot width with

obvious, necessary realignments for the safety of our stud~~ts and community.

° 'Thank you for your time and consideration

C



nt.

~*

~tr

.~...
r

^~ ' x
•k (Ct 'e

a.

”.



F5. Public Hearing Comments'from the Board of Supervisors `
Hearing of February 28, 2012

Comment 1

Jason Smisko, Senior Planner for the City of Santa Clarita, encouraged the Board of
Supervisors to certify the Final EIR and adopt the proposed Area Plan.

Response1

-The County acknowledges the City of Santa Clarita's supporf. The comment wilf`be
included as part of the record and will be made available to "the decision makers prior to
a final decision on the proposed Area Plan.

Comment 2

.Tom Clark, .the owner of Bee Canyon, a 200 acre property, expressed support for the
proposed Area Plan and the reduced densities in'many areas.

Mr. Clark also commented. that the ,proposed; expansion. of Significant Ecological Areas
would restrict: flexibility and constrain the County's ability to meet the housing and jobs
needs for the unincorporated Santa Clarita Valley and requested that the existing
Significant Ecological Areas be retained.

Response: 2

The County acknowledges Mr. Clark's support for the proposed Area Plan and the
reduced densities ire many areas. The comm2r~t will be included a~ part of the record
and will be made available to the decision makers prior to a final decision on the
proposed Area Plan.

The County considered retaining the existing Significant Ecological Areas (SEAs) as an
alternative in the EIR. This alternative was considered but rejected, as described in
Section 2.0, Project Description, of the Revised Draft EIR:

"This alternative involves retaining the existing SEA designations, as established
pursuant to the adoption of the Countywide General- Plan in 1984, instead of
designating the new SEAs identified through the SEA Study completed by PCR in
September 2000. This alternative would decrease the proposed acreage of SEA
designations in the County's Planning Area from 47,458 to 12,458. This alternative was
rejected because the new SEAs are based on more recent biological analysis and their
designation will ensure that development projects in environmentally sensitive areas are
properly reviewed and evaluated for compatibility with biological resources. Guiding
Principle #10 of the Area Plan also supports designating the new SEAs." (Revised Draft
EIR, pg. 2.0-128)



~~•Illl'l~ ~.

George Paulsin, a California licensed. real-estate broker, expressed support of the
proposed Area Plan, and expressed support of Nick Pavich's forthcoming comments
requesting a rezoning of more land to M-1 (Light Manufacturing).

Response 3

The comment is directed to the proposed Area Plan, not the EIR, and raises issues that
do not appear to relate to any physical effect on the environment. The comment willybe
included as part of the record and made available to the decision makers prior to a final
decision on the proposed Area Plan. However, because the comment does not raise an
environmental issue, no further response is required. , ;

,< ~ ~ ;
Comment 4

Nick Pavich, a property owner, -requested that all of his five parcels in ..the
unincorporated Santa Clarita Valley be rezoned to M-1 (Light Manufacturing). Mr.
Pavich noted that the proposed Area Plan calls for the rezoning of only three ,of his
parcels.

Response 4

The comment is directed to the proposed Area Plan, not the EIR, and raises ssues,that
do not appear to relate to any physical effect on the environment. The comment will be
included as part of the record and made available to the decision makers prior to a final
decision on the proposed .Area Plan. ,However, because the comment does .not raise an
environmental ss~~, no further response is required. ~~

Comment 5 - , .

John Miller, Aqueduct Southern Engineer for the City of Los Angeles Department of
Water and Power, raised concerns regarding the rezoning of several parcels within the
unincorporated, Sama Clartia Valley. Mr. Miller stated that one. of the Los Angeles
Aqueducts passes „under,:parcels that are proposed to be ,re-zoned from A-1 (Light
/agriculture) to M-1 (!Light Manufacturing). Mr. Miller stated that uses; allowed in the M-1
zone are potentially too intense for _the:Aqueduct, to support and he requested that the
Board of Supervisors either defer those. parcels from the rezoning, or defer the entire
rezoning until the City of Los Angeles Department,of Water and Power can, assess and
address any vulnerabilities.

Response.5

The comment is directed to the proposed Area Plan, not the EIR, and raises issues that
do not appear to relate to any physical effect on the environment. The comment will be



included as part of the record and made available to the decision makers prior to a final
decision on the proposed Area Plan. However, because the comment does not raise an
environmer►tal issue, no further response is required.

Comment 6

Jean Cloyd, a resident of Hasley Canyon, expressed her opposition to the removal of
Sloan Canyon ,Road from the Highway Plan in the proposed Area Plan, and expressed
lien support for'maintaining the road as a Limited'Secondary Highway.

Response' 6 . _

The comment is directed to the proposed Area ̀Plan, not the EIR and raises issues thaf
do not appear to relate to any physical effect on the environment. The comment will be
included as part of the record and made available to the decision makers prior to a final
decision on the proposed Area Plan. However, because the comment does not raise an
environmental'ssue, no"furfher response'is required.

Comment 7 
` , ,

George Martin Palmieri, a property owner, expressed his opposition to the proposed
land use designation on his property.

Response 7

The comment is directed to the proposed Area Plan,'not the'~CR,-and raises issues thati
do not appear to relate to any` physical effect on'the environment: The corimm'ent will be
included a~ part of the record end made ~vailabl~'#c the decision makers prior'to a fine!
decision on the proposed Area Plan. However, because the comment does not raise an
environmental issue, no further response is required.

Comment 8

Holly` Schroeder;_ Chief Executive Officer for 'the Los Angeles County and ̀ Ventura
Counties Chapter of the Building Intlustry Association, commented that the"proposed
Area ̀Plan's expansion of the Significant Ecologi'caI Areas' within the unincorporated
Santa Clarita Valley would restrict flexibility and the County`s ability to meet`housing and
jobs needs. Ms. Schroeder requested that ttie proposed Area Plan' be adjusted to only
depict existing Significant Ecological'Areas.

Response 8

The County considered retaining the existing Significant Ecological Areas (SEi4s) as an
alternative in the. EIR. This alternative was considered but rejected, as described in
Section 2.0, Project Description, of the Revised Draft EIR:



"This alternative involves retaining the existing: SEA designations, ,as established
pursuant to the adoption of the Countywide General Plan in 1984, instead of
designating, the new SEAs identified, through the SEA Study completed by PCR in
September..: 2000. This alternative 

would 

decrease the proposed.. acreage of SEA
designations in the County's Planning Area,from 47,458 to 12,458. This alternative was
rejected because the new SEAs are- based on more recent biological analysis and their
designation will ensure that development projects in environmentally sensitive areas,are
properly reviewed and evaluated for compatibility with biological resources. Guiding
Principle..#1.0 of the,AreaPlan also supports designating the new SEAs." (Revised Draft
EIR, pg. 2.0-128)

Comment 9

Richard;.Landy, arepresentative of Citizens for Castaic, expressed his opposition,to the
removal of Sloan Canyon Road from the Highway Alan. in the: proposed, Area Plan, and
expressed his support for maintaining the, read as a Limited Secondary Highway.

Response 9

The comment is directed. to the proposed Area Plan, not the EIR, and raises issues that
do not appear to relate to any physical effect on the environment. The comment will be
included as part of the record and made available to the decision makers prior to a final
decision on the proposed Area Plan. However, because the comment does not raise an
environmental issue, no further response is required.

Comment 10

William Dudra, a property owner, expressed his opposition to the proposed land use
designation on his property.

Response 10

The comment is directed to the proposed Area Plan, not the EIR, and raises issues that
do not appear to relate to any physical effect on the environment. The comment will be
included as part of the record and made available to the decision makers prior to a final
decision on the proposed Area Plan. However, because the comment does not raise an
environmental issue, no further response is required.

Comment 11

Bill Dudra, a property owner, expressed his opposition to the proposed land use
designation on his property.

Response 11



The comment is directed to the proposed Area Plan, not the EIR,'and raises issues that
do not appear to'relate to any physical effect on the environment. The comment will be
included as part of the record and made available to the decision- makers-prior to a fiinal
decision on the proposed Area Plan: However, because the comment does' not raise an
environmental 

issue, 

no further response is required. ''

Comment 

12

Eric Preven, a County resident, urged the Board of Supervisors not to adopt the
proposed Area Plan. ,

Response 12

,,
The comment is'drected to`fhe proposed Area Plan, not the EIR, and raises issues that
do not appear to relate to any physical 

effect 

on the environment: The comment will' be
included as part of the record ̀ and made available to the decision makers prior to a-final
decision on the proposed Area Plan. However, because the comment does not raise an
environmental issue, no further response is required.
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