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EXHIBIT A 

CHARTER AMENDMENTS 

 

CHARTER SECTIONS TO BE AMENDED (ADDITIONS SHOWN IN BOLD ITALICS AND 
DELETIONS IN STRIKETHROUGH): 

Note: Portions of the listed sections which are not shown below are not amended.  

SECTION 301. Elective Officers; Indemnification. 
 
The elective officers of the City shall consist of four city council members, one directly elected 
mayor, a city clerk, and a city treasurer, either through at large or district elections, as 
determined by the city council. For any district elections, the members of the city council and 
the mayor shall be elected by the voters from their respective districts the City at large and the 
mayor shall be elected by a citywide vote at the time and in the manner provided in this Charter. 
For any at large elections, city council members and the mayor will be elected by a citywide 
vote. In the event that the population of the City exceeds one hundred thousand (100,000) 
residents, by resolution of the city council, the City may increase the elective officers of the City to 
six city council members, one directly elected mayor, a city clerk, and a city treasurer.  
 
All elective officers shall serve for a term of four years and until their respective successors are 
elected and qualified. The elective officers in office at the time this Charter takes effect shall 
continue in office until the termination of their current terms and succeeding terms shall be likewise 
for four (4) years. There shall be no limit on the number of terms that elective officers may 
serve. The term of each elective officer shall commence no later than five days from the 
certification of the election results by the city council. Ties in voting among candidates for officer 
shall be settled by lot.  
 
Elective officers and employees shall have the same indemnification rights as specified under 
California State law only. 

SECTION 306. Vacancies. 
 
B. Filling  Vacancy.  A  vacancy  on  the  city  council,  from  whatever  cause,  may  be filled 
by appointment by a majority of the remaining members of the city council, or by the calling of a 
special election if no appointment is made within sixty (60) days of the commencement of the 
vacancy. No person shall be eligible to fill a vacancy unless, at the time of appointment, they are 
a qualified elector of the City, and have been domiciled in the City for at least sixty (60) days 
immediately preceding his or her appointment, and have not reached the term limit for city 
councilmembers pursuant to Section 305 of this Charter prior to, or during, their appointment to fill 
the vacancy. Any person appointed or elected to fill a vacancy on the city council shall serve the 
remaining unexpired term of the office. In the event it shall fail to fill a vacancy by appointment 
within sixty (60) days after such office shall become vacant, the city council shall cause an election 
to fill such vacancy to be held at the next available state election, but not less than 114 days from  
the  call of  the  special  election.  The  times  and  procedures  for  the  calling  of  any special  
election  to  fill  a  city  council  vacancy  may  be  established  by  City  ordinance consistent with 
State law. 
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SECTION 319. Contracts; Property. 
 
B.           City Manager Authority to Contract. By ordinance or resolution the city council may 
authorize the city manager to approve any contract for any subject matter so long as such 
approval complies with applicable law. By ordinance or resolution the city council may also 
authorize the city manager to bind the City, with a written contract, including by purchase order, 
for the acquisition of equipment, materials, supplies, labor, services or other items included within 
the budget approved by the city council, and shall by ordinance impose a monetary limit upon such 
authority as authorized by this Charter. 
  
D.          Sale of Real Property. No real property of City may shall be sold, transferred or conveyed 
in fee without a finding by the planning commission and city council approval by resolution as to 
the consistency of the sale with the general plan. Moreover, real property valued at more than two 
million five hundred thousand dollars ($2,500,000), may not be sold, transferred or conveyed 
except when approved by ordinance or resolution passed by a two-thirds affirmative vote of the 
city council. 
 
E.           Acquisition of Real Property. Any real property which is sold, dedicated, or transferred to 
City in fee must be accepted by resolution of the city council. 
 

SECTION 907.  Limitation on Tax Authority. 
 
(1) General Tax. The city council shall not impose, extend, or increase any general tax for 
general government purposes unless and until that tax is submitted to the electorate after a by a 
two-thirds affirmative majority affirmative vote of the city council and approved by a majority  vote 
of the voters.  A general tax shall not be deemed to have been increased if it is imposed at a  rate 
not higher than the maximum rate so approved. 

(2) Special Tax. The city council shall not impose, extend, or increase any special tax for 
specific purposes unless and until that tax is submitted to the electorate after a by a two-thirds 
affirmative majority affirmative vote of the city council and approved by a two-thirds vote of the 
voters. A special tax shall not be deemed to have been increased if it is imposed at a rate not 
higher than the maximum rate so approved. 

CHARTER SECTION TO BE ADDED: 

SECTION 320.       Reporting of Campaign Donations. 

Each City councilmember and mayor must comply with state disclosure laws for campaign 
donations. The City’s local donation disclosure rules shall not be less stringent than those of the 
state; City may not increase the minimum donation reporting threshold to be higher than the dollar 
threshold required under state law. 

CHARTER LANGUAGE TO BE REMOVED: 

The City shall remove all references to a fixed year date contained in the provisions of the 
charter and Sections 305, 502 (8), 502 (9), and 907 (4) shall be deleted in their entirety. 



 

01007.0524 2182076.2  

IMPARTIAL ANALYSIS OF MEASURE CU 

 

Measure CU was placed on the ballot by the Carson City Council and proposes amendments to 

specified provisions of the Carson City Charter. If adopted, Measure CU would amend the Charter 

as follows: 

 

Measure CU would amend Section 301 to provide that City Councilmembers may be elected either 

at large or by district, as determined by the City Council.  

 

Measure CU would add Section 320 incorporating State campaign-contribution disclosure 

requirements applicable to the Mayor and City Councilmembers into the Charter and provide that 

local disclosure requirements may not be less stringent than State law. 

 

Section 907(1) &(2) currently require a two-thirds Council vote to submit a tax to voters. Measure 

CU would change that to require a majority affirmative vote for submission of a tax to the voters.  

 

Measure CU would repeal Section 907(4), which places Charter-specific restrictions on additional 

taxes and certain environmental requirements applicable to oil refineries and petroleum-product 

storage facilities subject to the City’s Oil Industry Business License Tax. Repeal would remove 

those restrictions, but would not itself impose or increase any tax. 

 

The measure would repeal Section 305, which limits City Councilmembers to three four-year 

terms and clarifies all elective officers are not subject to term limits, and amend Section 301 to 

make it consistent with repeal of Section 305. This change clarifies that going forward all elective 

officers are not subject to term limits. Section 306 would also be amended to remove the related 

term-limit restriction on appointments to fill City Council vacancies. 

 

The Charter permits the City Council to delegate specified contracting authority to the City 

Manager for budgeted acquisitions, subject to a monetary limit. Section 319 would permit the 

Council, by ordinance or resolution, to authorize the City Manager to approve contracts on any 

subject matter, subject to applicable state law. 

 

Section 319 would also be amended regarding City real property. For property the City sells, 

transfers, or conveys in fee, the measure would eliminate the requirement for a Planning 

Commission finding regarding General Plan consistency and instead require City Council approval 

by resolution. The existing two-thirds Council-vote requirement for property valued above $2.5 

million would remain. For property acquired by the City, Council acceptance by resolution would 

apply only to property acquired in fee. 

 

Measure CU would delete Sections 502(8) and 502(9), removing Charter provisions assigning the 

City Treasurer specified investment-policy duties and requiring the Treasurer to chair an 

investment committee. The Treasurer’s other Charter duties would remain. 

 

The measure would also remove fixed-year references and make conforming and cleanup changes. 
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A “YES” vote on Measure CU is a vote in favor of the proposed Charter amendments. A “NO” 

vote on Measure CU is a vote against the proposed Charter amendments. Measure CU takes effect 

if approved by a majority of those voting on the measure and after acceptance and filing by the 

California Secretary of State. 

 

 

 
______________________ 

Sunny Soltani, City Attorney 

City of Carson 




