
Approval of a proposed 30-year Communication Use Lease (Lease) with the United States 
Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management (BLM), to allow the County of Los Angeles 
(County) to continue occupancy and operation of an existing communication facility at the               
BLM-administered land identified as Serial No. CACA106006233.

SUBJECT

September 29, 2026

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012
 
Dear Supervisors:

APPROVE AND AUTHORIZE EXECUTION OF COMMUNICATION USE LEASE
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

SERIAL NO. CACA106006233
(FIFTH DISTRICT) (3-VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE BOARD:

1.  Find that the approval of the proposed Lease (Enclosure) is exempt from the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) for the reasons stated in this letter and the record of the proposed 
activities. 

2.  Approve and authorize the Chief Executive Officer, or his designee, to execute the proposed 
Lease with BLM, for the continued operation of an existing County communication facility located on 
BLM-administered land identified as Serial No. CACA106006233 for a term of 30 years.

3.  Authorize and direct the Chief Executive Officer, or his designee, to execute any other ancillary 
documentation necessary to effectuate the proposed Lease and to take actions necessary and 
appropriate to implement the proposed Lease.



PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

The purpose of the recommended actions is to authorize the Chief Executive Officer, or his designee 
on behalf of the County to execute the proposed Lease with BLM for the continued use and 
operation of an existing microwave and two-way radio communications facility, which includes a        
60-foot galvanized steel lattice tower, 23-foot by 11-foot prefabricated shelter, and an access road 
approximately 40 foot wide and 2,600 foot long, located on federally administered land with Serial 
No. CACA106006233 and described as follows: San Bernardino Meridian, California Township 
7 North, Range 9 West, Section 15, N1/2NW1/4.

On October 18, 1994, the County's Board of Supervisors (Board) adopted the Right of Way (ROW) 
grant permitting the County to use the facility for a term of 30-years on a gratis basis.  The grant also 
authorized the County to construct and maintain a shelter for communications equipment and related 
facilities at the site.  The existing ROW has been operated and managed by the Internal Services 
Department (ISD) to provide effective and reliable public safety communications coverage 
throughout the Antelope Valley region.  The facility supports communications systems used by the 
Sheriff’s Department, Fire Department, Paramedic services, and the Visible-Light Ad Hoc system.  
The existing ROW expired upon the conclusion of its 30-year term in 2024; however, the County has 
continued to operate and maintain the site without interruption in order to ensure the continued 
delivery of essential public safety communications services to the Antelope Valley region.  The 
existing ROW grant is being updated to conform with the requirements of the Federal Land Policy 
and Management Act of 1976 and applicable federal regulations governing communication use 
leases.  Rather than a ROW grant, BLM requests the County enter into the proposed Lease for 
continued use of this communication facility.  

The recommended actions would authorize the County to enter into the new proposed Lease for 
continued operation and maintenance of the communication facility for a period of 30 years.

Because the County is a local government entity and the facility serves governmental purposes 
benefiting the general public, BLM has waived cost recovery monitoring fees, which would normally 
be required under the Lease, pursuant to Title 43 Code of Federal Regulations Section 2804.16.

In addition, the Lease is exempt from rental payments, pursuant to Title 43 Code of Federal 
Regulations Section 2806.14, because the County is a local government entity and the right-of-way 
area is not being used for commercial purposes.

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals

The Countywide Strategic Plan North Star 3 – “Realize Tomorrow’s Government Today” – ensures 
that LA County is an innovative, flexible, effective, and transparent partner focused on advancing the 
common good and being fiscally responsible, specifically through Focus Area Goal F of Flexible and 
Efficient Infrastructure, and Strategy ii, to Modernize Infrastructure.  The recommended actions 
support the County Strategic Plan by ensuring the continued operation of governmental 
communication infrastructure necessary to support County operations and public services.
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FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

There will be no impact on the County General Fund associated with the recommended actions.  
Because the County is a local government, the BLM has agreed to waive both cost recovery 
monitoring fees and annual rent.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

The enclosed proposed Lease includes the following terms: 

•  The proposed Lease will be provided on a gratis basis;
•  The proposed Lease will be effective upon execution by BLM and terminate on 
December 31, 2056; and
•  The County’s ISD is responsible for operation and maintenance of the County communication 
facility.  

County Counsel has reviewed and approved the proposed Lease as to form.

ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION

The recommended actions are exempt from CEQA because the actions involve the continuation of 
an existing governmental use and do not constitute a project that may cause either a direct physical 
change in the environment or a reasonably foreseeable indirect physical change in the environment.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

Approval of the recommended actions will allow the County to continue operating the existing 
communications facility without interruption of service.

Joseph M. Nicchitta

Chief Executive Officer

Enclosures

c: Executive Office, Board of Supervisors
County Counsel
Auditor-Controller
Internal Services 

Respectfully submitted,

JMN:JG:JTC
JLC:MGR:NH:ja
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IN REPLY REFER TO: 
2800(P) 
(LLCAD05000-57) 
CACA l 06006233 

County of Los Angeles 
Chief Executive Office 
Real Estate Division 
Attn: Narine Hakobyan 
320 W. Temple Street, 7th Floor 
Los Angeles, CA 90051 

Dear County of Los Angeles, 

February 11, 2026 

Enclosed are two copies of an unsigned Communication Use Lease (BLM form 2800-18) for 
your ROW, serial number CACA l 06006233, which would authorize to continue the operation of 
the existing communication site for 30 years on the following Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM) administered lands: 
San Bernardino Meridian, California 
T. 7 N., R. 9 W.,

sec. 15, Nl/2NWI/4

Please review the lease and its exhibits, and sign and date both copies in the spaces provided on 
Bureau Form 2800-18 and return them to this office. 

Execution of the attached forms implies the holder's concurrence to the terms, conditions, 
stipulations, and Conservation and Management Actions listed therein; consequently, we request 
you ensure that the Authorized Officer representing County of Los Angeles review the 
completed forms carefully. Upon our receipt of the signed documents we will issue the 
Communication use Lease, absent any other unresolved issues. 

This lease, and the authority to use the lands described in the document, becomes effective on the 
date it is signed by an authorized officer of the BLM. Your copy of the communication use lease 
will be returned to you when signed by the authorized officer. 

The Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976, requires that rights-of-ways issued prior 
to the Act be in conformance with the rules and regulation issued and the terms and conditions in 
the Communication use Lease. The holder of the expiring Communication use grant will be 

ENCLOSURE

United States Department of the Interior 
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 

Ridgecrest Field Office 
300 S. Richmond Rd. 
Ridgecrest, CA 93555 
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issued a new Communication use Lease number. Please be aware that you do not conduct any 
new activities related to your Communication Use Leases on public land until you have received 
an authorized grant from this office. 

FEES 

According to Federal regulations contained in 43 CFR 2804.14, BLM is required to be 
reimbursed for the costs associated with your application and grant. We have detern1ined that 
the cost recovery fees for monitoring are waived because you are a local government, or an 
agency of such a government, and the grant would be for governmental purposes benefitting the 
general public. However, please note that if you collect revenue from charges you levy on 
customers for services similar to those of a profit-making corporation or business, or you assess 
similar fees to the United States for similar purposes, cost recovery fees will not be waived (43 
CFR §2804.16). 

RENT 

This lease shall be exempt from rental consistent with the appliable regulations at Title 43 
Code of Federal Regulations part 2806.14, unless and until the authorized officer determines 
the lease no longer meets the criteria for rental exemption. Rent is been exempt because you 
are a local government and you are not using the facility, system, space, or any part of the 
right-of-way area for commercial purposes(§ 2806.14 (2)). 

Should you have questions or concerns, please contact Mariela Moran Mendoza, Realty 
Specialist of our office at (760)337-4423. 

Enclosure 

Dig1talty signed by 
�c-> _ PHILIPOESENZE 

� O.te:2026.02.tS 
14:59:49 -08'00' 

Philip A. DeSenze 
Field Manager 

(2) Unsigned Communication Use Lease - CACA106006233











In the event of any conflict between any of the proceeding printed clauses or any provisions thereof and any of the following clauses or 
any provision thereof, the preceding printed clauses control. 

ACCEPTED this ________ day of ____________ , 2026, I, the undersigned have read, understand 
and accept the terms and conditions of this lease. 

County of Los Angeles, a body corporate and politic 

JOSEPH M. NICCHITTA 
 Chief Executive Officer 

By:-----------­
JOHN T. COOKE 

Assistant Chief Executive Officer 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
DA WYN R. HARRISON 
County Counsel 

By ____________ _ 
Deputy County Counsel 

ATTEST 
DEAN C. LOGAN 
Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk 

By ____________ _ 
Deputy 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Bureau of Land Management, by its Authorized Officer, has executed this lease on the day and year 
first written above. 

UNITED ST ATES OF AMERICA 

Ridgecrest Field Office Manager 

(Signature of Authorized Officer) (Title of Authorized Officer) 

Philip A. DeSenze 

(Printed Name of Authorized Officer) (Date) 









































In the event of any conflict between any of the proceeding printed clauses or any provisions thereof and any of the following clauses or 
any provision thereof, the preceding printed clauses control. 

ACCEPTED this ________ day of ____________ , 2026, I, the undersigned have read, understand 
and accept the terms and conditions of this lease. 

County of Los Angeles, a body corporate and politic 

JOSEPH M. NICCHITT A 
Chief Executive Officer 

By:-------------
JOHN T. COOKE 

Assistant Chief Executive Officer 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
DA WYN R. HARRISON 
County Counsel 

By ____________ _ 
Deputy County Counsel 

ATTEST 
DEAN C. LOGAN 
Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk 

By ____________ _ 
Deputy 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Bureau of Land Management, by its Authorized Officer, has executed this lease on the day and year 
first written above. 

UNITED ST ATES OF AMERICA 

Ridgecrest Field Office Manager 

(Signature of Authorized Officer) (Title of Authorized Officer) 

Philip A. DeSenze 

(Printed Name of Authorized Officer) (Date) 
































