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Liliana Simpson-
Castaneda
NiK Kacy Good morning, Chair Solis and Honorable Members of the Los Angeles

County Board of Supervisors,

I am writing in strong support of Item 3, the Care with Pride: Creating LGBTQ
+ Third Spaces Across Los Angeles County initiative.

As a transgender community leader, entrepreneur, local organizer,
homeowner, and registered voter, | have spent years creating affirming
spaces for LGBTQ+ people across Los Angeles County. I've seen firsthand
that when people feel safe, welcomed, and seen, they are more likely to build
community, access services, strengthen their mental health, and become
leaders themselves.

Third spaces are not simply places to gather—they are places where
belonging is cultivated. By investing in libraries, parks, recreation centers,
senior centers, arts and cultural spaces, and other public facilities, Los
Angeles County has an opportunity to expand access to communities that
have historically been overlooked.

| especially appreciate that this motion prioritizes transgender, gender-
expansive, intersex, immigrant, disabled, and LGBTQ+ communities of color,
while creating opportunities for youth and elders to learn from one another. |
also encourage the County to ensure the working group includes community
leaders and organizations with demonstrated experience designing and
producing affirming LGBTQ+ programming, so this initiative is shaped by
those doing the work every day.

Thank you for your leadership and for recognizing that creating spaces of
belonging is an investment in public health, safety, connection, and the future
of Los Angeles County.

Respectfully,

NiK Kacy

Los Angeles County Resident, Homeowner, and Registered Voter
Founder, NiK Kacy Footwear & Equality Fashion Week

Member, TLC Angels of Change Leadership Academy
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Wai Tse

My name is Wai Tse and I'm with PFLAG San Gabriel Valley. | would like to
speak in support of Item 3, Supervisor Solis and Hahn's Care with Pride —
LGBTQ+ Third spaces across Los Angeles County. LGBTQ+ third spaces
are places that have saved lives. For LGBTQ+ youth and elders especially,
having a place to belong isn't just meaningful, it’s lifesaving. | know because |
have a Transgender Son. This motion is about making sure that every
LGBTQ+ resident in LA County has a space in their own community where
they are seen, safe, and welcome. That is why | wholeheartedly urge the
Board to vote yes on this motion.

Thank you.
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