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Agenda # Relate To Position Name Comments

4.            Favor Adrian  Castillo I support this and the entire community of renters who are in support of this !!!!

Adrian B Rossello-
Cornier

Ana  Martinez Hello My name is Ana, and I am with FCLT Community Land Trust in support 
of COPA.
My family and I have lived in our home for over 20 years. Three years ago, 
our property was sold to a new landlord, and since then we have experienced 
uncertainty and neglect. There were times when he didn't come to collect the 
rent, and it became extremely difficult to get basic repairs completed. At one 
point, my family including my younger siblings and children in our household 
went without hot water. No family should have to live under those conditions.
COPA would give families like mine a fair opportunity to purchase the homes 
we've spent years caring for if they ever go up for sale again. Instead of 
losing our homes to investors or large institutions, we would finally have a 
chance to build stability and stay in the communities we call home. For my 
family, COPA represents hope. It is a safeguard that helps protect tenants 
and neighborhoods from being displaced by large corporations, like USC, and 
other investors who continue to drive up housing costs and make it harder for 
longtime residents to remain in their communities. I urge you to vote in favor 
of COPA so that families like mine have a real opportunity to remain in the 
neighborhoods we have helped build. Thank you.

Araceli  Palafox I’m writing on behalf of Enterprise Community Partners to comment in support 
of item 4. Advancing a Community Opportunity to Purchase Act Program for 
Unincorporated Los Angeles County as listed on the July 7th BOS Agenda. 
We believe that a COPA program would be complimentary to the TOPA 
program and would further strengthen the county’s preservation and anti-
displacement strategies by allowing  mission-driven affordable housing 
organizations like community land trusts and nonprofit affordable housing 
developers to acquire and preserve properties when tenants are not able to 
do so. COPA is especially important for preserving Naturally Occurring 
Affordable housing stock in unincorporated Los Angeles County, creating 
opportunities for local ownership and preservation of affordable housing. 

We are grateful to Supervisor Solis for putting this motion forward and look 
forward to supporting this work.  

coach  ron
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The following individuals submitted comments on agenda item:

Agenda # Relate To Position Name Comments

4.            Favor Elise  Dang Renters should definitely have priority in the opportunity to purchase their 
rental units if they ever go on sale. This provides another line of housing 
protection for tenants whose residency could be threatened by change of 
ownership. This also gives residents of Los Angeles County a tool to 
challenge predatory corporate real estate groups and private equity firms who 
are the key force in driving gentrification and housing costs in our community. 

Erick  Lopez I strongly support Supervisor Solis, with Supervisor Mitchell, in advancing the 
Tenant & Community Opportunity to Purchase Act (TCOPA). First introduced 
to the County in August 2021, TCOPA is even more needed today. Across 
Los Angeles County, communities are facing growing displacement caused 
by economic instability, rising living costs, and the speculative housing 
market.
Respectfully please vote yes on item 4

Esperanza T Castro Hello, my name is Esperanza. I'm with Fideicomiso Comunitario Tierra Libre 
(FCTL), a community land trust that works to facilitate opportunities for low-
income residents of Boyle Heights and East Los Angeles to secure decent, 
permanent, affordable housing. 

Today, I'm expressing my support of T-COPA. This policy gives our neighbors 
and community members the opportunity to purchase their homes, if listed for 
sale, with the help of community land trusts like FCTL.

Our organization, as part of the Los Angeles Community Land Trust Coalition, 
acquired its 700 Simmons building under the LACLT Partnership Pilot 
Program. The Simmons building serves as a unique model for preserving 
affordable housing and preventing tenant displacement under a community 
land trust.

T-COPA will create an equitable pathway that provides more opportunities to 
achieve housing stability and community ownership in our communities, all 
while protecting vulnerable renters from displacement.

For these reasons, I urge you to vote yes on motion 4 to advance T-COPA for 
Unincorporated Los Angeles County.
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Agenda # Relate To Position Name Comments

4.            Favor Guadalupe  Lucero Mi nombre es Guadalupe vivo en un edificio Tonalli en el este de los ángeles. 
En 2024 mi edificio lo pusieron en venta sin alguna notificación. Nos unimos 
y formamos una asociación de inquilinos, la asociación de inquilinos de 
Tonalli. Tenemos la visión de ser dueños colectivos de nuestro edificio y esta 
póliza ayudará a evitar desplazamientos  y proveerá estabilidad y asegurar la 
preservación de nuestra comunidad. TCOPA brinda a los vecinos la 
oportunidad de invertir en sus propios barrios y crear viviendas 
permanentemente asequibles, gestionadas y propiedad de quienes vivimos 
aquí en Los Ángeles, en lugar de inversores de fuera del estado.  Les pido 
que apoyen esta moción.

Jasmine  Perez I am here with Fidecomiso Comunitario Tierra Libre in strong support of this 
item. 

I’ve lived in my neighborhood for 28 years as a renter. We deserve a chance 
to buy the building if the landlord decides to sell.

Jonathan  Pacheco 
Bell

SUPPORT. T-COPA gives our neighbors an opportunity to buy into their 
neighborhoods and create permanently affordable housing that is run and 
owned by the people who live here in LA County, instead of out-of-state 
investors, shadowy LLCs, and private equity groups.

Karen  Romo TCOPA provides communities in need with the security of being able to live in 
their life long homes. Los Angeles is facing a housing crisis due to how 
unaffordable it is becoming, creating affordable housing will emite that lifelong 
Angelenos get to stay in their homes.

Kasey  Ventura TCOPA is a proven, anti-displacement policy that gives tenants a fair chance 
to purchase their buildings when they go up for sale.
At its core, T-COPA is about housing stability, community preservation, and 
racial and economic equity.
During a time where it seems impossible for regular people to afford rent, let 
alone think about buying homes, corporate landlords and Wall Street 
investors are buying more and more homes on the block – giving them more 
control over our wallets and our lives.
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The following individuals submitted comments on agenda item:
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4.            Favor Katherine  Regvall We urge the Board of Supervisors to support Item 4 and advance the Tenant 
& Community Opportunity to Purchase Act (T-COPA).

Stable, affordable housing is essential to healthy communities. T-COPA gives 
tenants a fair opportunity to purchase their homes when their building is put 
up for sale, with support from community land trusts and other mission-driven 
nonprofit partners. This policy does not require property owners to sell below 
market value. It simply gives tenants a chance to make a fair market offer 
before outside investors purchase their homes.

As families across Los Angeles County continue to face rising housing costs 
and displacement, we need policies that preserve existing affordable housing 
and help communities remain rooted where they live. T-COPA is a practical 
step toward advancing housing stability, preventing displacement, and 
creating stronger, healthier neighborhoods.

We respectfully urge your support for this motion.
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4.            Favor LaKisha G Camese Good morning, Chair Barger and Honorable Supervisors.

My name is LaKisha Camese, and I am the Founder and Principal Strategist 
of Exemplar Strategies Global LLC, a public policy consulting firm dedicated 
to advancing equitable, evidence-based solutions that strengthen our 
communities.

I am here today in strong support of Item 4, the motion to advance a 
Community and Tenant Opportunity to Purchase Act for unincorporated Los 
Angeles County.

Housing stability is the foundation of economic mobility, community health, 
and generational wealth. Yet too many longtime residents—particularly Black 
and Latino families—continue to face displacement as housing costs outpace 
incomes. This motion is a thoughtful, data-driven step toward addressing that 
reality.

By directing the County to develop a TCOPA ordinance and identify 
sustainable funding strategies, you are creating pathways for tenants and 
mission-driven organizations to preserve affordable housing before it is lost to 
speculation. This is not only smart housing policy—it is an investment in 
stronger, more resilient communities.

On behalf of Exemplar Strategies Global LLC, I respectfully urge you to vote 
yes on Item 4.

Thank you for your leadership and your commitment to keeping Los Angeles 
County residents rooted in the communities they call home.

Marcus  Renner This initiative is vital to allow unincorporated areas the opportunity to maintain 
local control over the character of their communities and the pace and nature 
of development. It will preserve naturally-occurring affordable housing and 
help community-focused affordable housing organizations fulfill their mission. 
This additional step in the sales process is a reasonable safeguard to prevent 
speculation and build stronger and more cohesive neighborhoods in the 
county's unicorporated areas, includinge the one in which I live in East 
Pasadena. 

As of: 7/8/2026 9:00:14 AM



PUBLIC REQUEST TO ADDRESS 
THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA

Correspondence Received

MEMBERS OF THE BOARD

HILDA L. SOLIS
HOLLY J. MITCHELL

LINDSEY P. HORVATH
JANICE HAHN

KATHRYN BARGER

The following individuals submitted comments on agenda item:

Agenda # Relate To Position Name Comments

4.            Favor Margarita  Gonzalez Soy una organizadora en el este de Los Ángeles y también soy co-fundadora 
del Fideicomiso Comunitario Tierra Libre. COPA permitiría que los inquilinos 
reciban una notificación cuando su edificio salga a la venta y dispongan de 
un plazo determinado para comprar sus viviendas, contando con la ayuda de 
un fideicomiso de tierras comunitarias (CLT) como  FCTL. Les pido que 
apoyen T-COPA porque ofrece una solución real para proteger a las familias 
del desplazamiento. Hoy, mientras los grandes inversionistas compran cada 
vez más edificios y viviendas, los inquilinos no tenemos esa oportunidad para 
poder permanecer en nuestras comunidades que hemos construido durante 
años.

T-COPA da una oportunidad justa de comprar el edificio donde hemos vivido 
cuando sale a la venta. Esto fortalece la estabilidad de la vivienda, preserva 
nuestras comunidades y ayuda a crear viviendas permanentemente 
asequibles, administradas por las personas que viven aquí en Los Ángeles.

La vivienda no debe ser una mercancía para generar ganancias. Debe ser la 
base para que las familias puedan vivir con seguridad, dignidad y construir 
un futuro en sus propios vecindarios.

Por eso les pido que apoyen T-COPA. Agradezco la atención

Matthew  Vu

Nathan  Heidt

Nathan  Nunez

Oscar  Monge Honorable Members of the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors:

My name is Oscar Monge, Executive Director of T.R.U.S.T. South LA. I 
respectfully urge you to support Item 4 and advance the Tenant & Community 
Opportunity to Purchase Act (TCOPA).

For more than 20 years, T.R.U.S.T. South LA has worked alongside residents 
to acquire, preserve, and steward permanently affordable housing in South 
LA. Today, we steward more than 150 affordable homes and have partnered 
with Los Angeles County and other public agencies to preserve housing that 
otherwise could have been lost to speculation. Through this work, we have 
seen firsthand that preserving existing affordable housing is faster, more cost-
effective than replacing it after displacement occurs, and essential to keeping 
communities stable.

As a community land trust, we have worked with property owners who wanted 
to preserve affordability while receiving fair market value for their properties. 
We have also partnered with owners who voluntarily chose to sell to our 
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community land trust because they wanted their buildings to remain 
permanently affordable and create future homeownership opportunities for 
the residents already living there. Our experience has shown that many 
property owners care not only about the value of their property, but also about 
the legacy they leave in their communities. This will help them do just that. 

Unfortunately, we have also seen the opposite. Multifamily properties are 
often sold before tenants or qualified mission-driven organizations have a 
meaningful opportunity to compete. Once these buildings are acquired by 
speculative investors, the opportunity to preserve affordable housing is often 
lost for generations, accelerating displacement and making it far more 
expensive to replace those homes in the future.

I appreciate that this motion takes a thoughtful, phased approach by directing 
County staff to evaluate implementation options, including the Right of First 
Offer, the Right of First Refusal, and fair market valuation, before returning 
with a proposed ordinance. We look forward to participating in that process 
and sharing our experience acquiring and stewarding permanently affordable 
housing.

TCOPA does not require owners to sell or accept below-market offers. It 
simply creates a fair opportunity for qualified mission-driven organizations to 
compete to preserve affordable housing before it is permanently lost. Los 
Angeles County cannot build its way out of the housing crisis alone—we must 
also preserve the affordable homes we already have. TCOPA is an important 
step toward ensuring that families have the opportunity to remain in the 
communities they call home while respecting private property rights and fair 
market transactions.

Thank you for your leadership and consideration. I respectfully urge your 
support for Item 4.

Sincerely,

Oscar Monge, MPL
Executive Director
T.R.U.S.T. South LA

Rachel Y Lu My name is Rachel Lu and I am a constituent of Supervisor Hilda Solis. I am 
writing in support of T-COPA. At a time when speculative corporate interests 
are buying more and more LA homes, T-COPA gives neighbors a chance to 
buy into their neighborhoods and create permanently affordable housing that 
is run and owned by the people who live here in LA instead of out-of-state 
investors. T-COPA has a narrow scope: it focuses on mobile home parks and 
buildings with 5+ units (likely only 30-130 transactions a year). But it would 
have a big impact by preserving housing at a rate faster and cheaper than 
affordable housing can be built – almost 40%! I want to be partners with the 
County in preserving our district’s affordable housing and urge the Supervisor 
vote yes on item 4 to establish T-COPA.
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Sheana R Ahlqvist I'm writing in strong support of Item 4, the motion to advance a TCOPA 
program for unincorporated Los Angeles County.

Giving tenants a right of first offer and first refusal when their building sells is 
a common-sense tool to prevent displacement and support housing stability. 
And when tenants can't purchase directly, having mission-driven 
organizations step in to preserve affordability long-term makes the policy 
even stronger.

Rising rents are outpacing what working families can absorb, and Black and 
Latino households are bearing a disproportionate share of that burden. This 
motion moves us toward a targeted, evidence-based response.

I urge you to pass this motion and direct staff to move forward with the draft 
ordinance.

Sheana Ahlqvist 
Hawthorne, CA

vanessa  gonzalez I grew up in East Los Angeles and I understand deeply the needs of the 
community.  We need housing stability. With policies such as TCOPA we can 
work towards a more equitable Los Angeles that prevents displacement and 
provides meaningful opportunities for tenants to purchase their buildings 
when they are placed in the market. A market that leans to speculation which 
displaces our communities. I work at Fideicomiso Comunitario Tierra Libre, a 
community land trust that stewards 700 Simmons buildings acquired through 
the Los Angeles County Community Land Trust Partnership Program, 
championed by Supervisor Solis. Providing housing stability and a path to 
ownership for tenants. TCOPA is a strong policy that will provide this to many 
tenants that live in unincorporated East Los Angeles thus preserving our 
communities.
Respectively I urge you to vote yes on motion 4. 
Vanessa Gonzalez

Vanessa  Perez My name is Vanessa Perez. I live at 700 Simmons, a property located in 
unincorporated East Los Angeles. Supervisor Solis championed the Los 
Angeles County Community Land Trust Partnership Program, allowing to 
stabilize my housing and the housing of my neighbors. Fideicomiso 
Comunitario Tierra Libre acquired our building in 2021 during the peak of 
COVID, when displacement was a real threat which is still a real threat to our 
communities.  I urge the Los Angeles County Board of Directors to support 
item 4, that will advance the creation of a Tenant-Community Opportunity to 
Purchase Act (TCOPA) program for unincorporated Los Angeles County. T-
COPA is about housing stability, community preservation, and racial and 
economic equity. Our communities need this. 

Oppose Barbara  Nichols I strongly oppose this measure.  Property owners have a right to decide to 
whom and when to sell their property as long as they do not violate Fair 
Housing laws and protected classes of buyers.  This measure will have an 
unintended serious impact on rental housing in Los Angeles.  It should be 
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called "let's stop affordable housing for lease or sale in LA."

Craig  Robinson Hi All, 

PLEASE STOP MAKING PROPERTY OWNERS WRONG FOR OWNING 
PROPERTY. I HAVE WORKED 2 JOBS TO OWN PROPERTY BECAUSE 
OF LIVING VERY LEAN WHICH MEANS NO VACATIONS & DINNERS OUT. 
 

WE MUST MAINTAIN OUR BASIC RIGHTS TO SELL OUR PROPERTY TO 
WHOM WE CHOOSE.  STOP STRANGLING US FOR WORKING HARD.  

ENCOURAGE OUR YOUTHS TO OWN PROPERTY.  YOUR PROPOSED 
POLICIES ARE STRANGLING FUTURE HOMEOWNERS.

ENOUGH. ENOUGH. ENOUGH. 

PROPTY OWNERS PROVIDE AN IMPORTANT SERVICE.

WHY DONT YOU LIMIT THESE RIDICULOUS INSURANCE PAYOUTS 
WHICH ARE EFFECTING US ALL IN HIGHER PRICES? 

WE HAVE A  “BILL OF RIGHTS & A U S CONSTITUTION THAT PROTECTS 
US FROM GOVERNMENT FROM OVER REACH.  

PLEASE VOTE  NO  ON AGENDA ITEM 4.  ENOUGH ENOUGH ENOUGH.

Daniel P Bleiberg The Community, either non-profits, tenant groups, etc. have every opportunity 
to purchase property in the County, like every other potential Buyer.  Why 
should any of these groups have priority over any other potential buyer for a 
property?  The likelihood of these groups actually buying a property is so 
close to zero, that it is unfair to delay an actual sale to give priority to such a 
possible buyer.  This proposal is one more in a whole series of maneuvers 
that the County Board has taken to make the operating of existing housing a 
non-viable business.   This strategy is not going to help tenants over the long 
run.   It is only going to accelerate the sale of existing older properties to 
developers for re-development, and the loss of the existing housing stock.  If 
the Board wants to preserve the existing housing stock, the business of 
providing rental housing must be a viable one.

Darin  Spillman Strongly oppose this infringement on property owners' rights.  This will also 
discount the value of properties since 1031 exchange buyers, under a tight 
timeline, will no longer make offers on these assets if they're subject to a right 
of first refusal.

David  Hitt

Elaine  Hutchison I urge the Board of Supervisors to Oppose this Item as if passed it may 
prevent the owner of their own property to complete a sale of their own 
property before other purchasers step in and the owner's sale is lost.  This 
could create financial impacts to owners who may have owned their property 
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for some time and paid taxes and have taken care of their properties for many 
years.  

Elaine  Hutchison Thank you for this opportunity for public comment.  I urge the  Board of 
Supervisors to Oppose this Agenda Item #4 as it may prevent a rightful owner 
from being able to complete their own sal of their property before someone 
else becomes the owner causing a problem to the actual owner and make a 
gift of property to those who haven't paid taxes on the property perhaps for 
years or maintained the property.  Thank you for your consideration.

Heather M Witt This takes away rights from stakeholders and homeowners that have worked 
their whole lives for these properties and might need to liquidate for any 
number of reasons. 

Jimmy  Martinez VOTE NO

John G Wasik In theory nothing wrong with allowing tenants to buy the building they live in 
but in practical circumstances, no group of tenants will ever band together to 
buy a building where they are all part owners. All this will do is slow down the 
sale prices to real buyers by giving a period of time for the tenants to buy. 
Tenants always have been able to buy the properties they live in, this 
proposed rule doesn't change that just gives this first right of refusal. Have 
you ever heard of a situation where tenants tried to buy their apt building here 
in LA and weren't able to? No me neither. Please do not pass this pointless 
law regardles of how well intentioned it is. 

JOSEPH A 
SACAVITCH

WHO ANY OWNER SELLS THEIR PROPERTY TO IS OF NO CONCERN 
TO GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES.THIS IS ADDITIONAL QUAGMIRE TO 
THE TRANSFER PROCESS. THESE ORGANIZATIONS NEED TO DO A 
BETTER JOB AT AUDITING THE INVENTORY AND MAKING OFFERS. i 
AM HAPPY TO HELP TRAIN THESE ORGANISATIONS EMPLOYEE'S

Joshua M Luchs This will further depress an already challenged market. ULA has already 
slowed transactions and this will have the same effect. 

Karen  Zimmelman Property owners should be free to sell their properties in an open and 
competitive marketplace without government-mandated roadblocks that 
would delay transactions and disincentivize the creation of much-needed 
housing in Los Angeles County.

I have had three five story multi unit buildings completed in my area and they 
are struggling to get tenants in them, they are not affordable! Before you 
control rental property owners sales why don’t you have a survey done and 
see just how empty these finished buildings are. Why would you feel the need 
to control the large developers ability to buy before any other buyer. Why 
don’t you put the same contingency on single family homes like your own.

Kevin  Keyser I am against this. Property owners should be free to sell their properties in an 
open and competitive marketplace without government-mandated roadblocks 
that would delay transactions and disincentivize the creation of much-needed 
housing in Los Angeles County.

Kim  Nilsson STOP HARMING US. STOP ABUSING PROPERTY OWNERS.  ITS NOT 
RIGHT. FIND SOMEONE ELSE TO PICK ON.   YOU HAVE CREATED 
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STRESS FOR MANY OF US.  I HAVE HAD MULTIPLE ULCERS DO TO THE 
POLICIES DESIGNED TO SINGLE OUT PROPERTY OWNERS AS BAD. 
STOP IT.  STOP PUNISHING US FOR WORKING HARD.  I HAVE MADE 
LOTS OF SACRIFICES MY ENTIRE LIFE. HONOR THEM INSTEAD OF 
ATTEMPTING TO STRIP MY RIGHTS AWAY.   

Lisa  Quateman

Livnat  Lottati Property owners should be free to sell their properties in an open and 
competitive marketplace without government-mandated roadblocks that 
would delay transactions and disincentivize the creation of much-needed 
housing in Los Angeles County.

Lysa  SMITH It's unbelievable how you guys just can't help yourself but try to find ways to 
harm us.  How do you live with yourselves?  Please stop inflicting harm upon 
us (people who own property). There are plenty of issues that need your 
attention like excessive attorney fees, excessive insurance pay outs for 
bullshit claims that create financial stress for us.  Focus your attention on 
something positive. Stop singling us (property owners) out.  We are tired of it.  
Thank you!  

Michael  Banner

Neil  Quateman

patricia  petralia This will take away the private property rights of owners. Please vote NO. 

Patricia M  ONeill
this ordinance would hinder owners ability to re-sell their properties & not 
produce the result that the idea and intent --- there are many unintended 
consequences because it will discourage mom & pop ownership of rental 
properties.  Only then corporations - whether for profit or non profit would 
become owners and tenants do not benefit from those types of owners --- 
mom & pop property owners allow for securing retirement income and 
intergenerational wealth to pass on to heirs.  Plus - they are often much more 
willing to work with tenants than a cold corporation.  Please vote NO!!!

paul  Lee We do not want the City to take over our property. We believe this matter can 
be resolved through an alternative approach and would appreciate the 
opportunity to discuss a mutually acceptable solution.

Paul D Onufer This is another city council proposal that is a) not necessary and b) another 
example of the city council focusing on non-issues. Qualified mission driven 
purchasers should not be given a preferential purchase right. They should be 
treated like all potential buyers (equally). Most qualified mission driven 
purchasers don't have the financial recourses to purchase properties, and 
they will use this to delay tactic to delay real projects from moving forward. 
Focus on real issues like homelessness.   

Peter  Aronson

Raul  Gomez Ridiculous emotion. Existing non-profits/developers have always had 
resources to acquire real estate through various methods… lesson should be 
learn when previous Governor eliminated “Redevelopment Agencies” through 
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out the state. It’s always been the bureaucracy and extensive hurdles the 
local jurisdictions create and continue to limit and/or restrict the development 
of local affordable housing. Stop creating ways to stop free enterprise. 
Socialism will
Never work.. no matter how many ways you try to present it.

Robert  DEan Hello,

I am age 84 & very disturbed by the email from the Board of Supervisors 
regarding our private property. The property owners are treated like DIRT in 
California! They provide a vital service like “HOUSING”…Something that 
California should be responsible for.

Now, the Board of Supervisor's apparently think it’s ok to tell whom we can 
sell are property too.I though we had a “Bill of Right” & a U S Constitution that 
protects us from government over reach. I’m a NO vote on agenda item 4. 
Please respect the housing providers

Roy S Amemiya Rent Stabilization, Systematic Code Enforcement combined with too much 
regulations is not healthy for the city and its economy. Creating an ordinance 
that prioritizes mission-driven affordable housing organizations and tenants in 
the purchase of rental properties will inadvertently stifle the housing market 
and lead to unintended consequences. While the intention of promoting 
affordable housing is commendable, this approach can significantly hinder 
property owners' rights and deter investment in the housing sector. Such a 
policy will create bureaucratic delays, adding layers of complexity and 
uncertainty to real estate transactions. This discourages property owners 
from investing in or maintaining rental properties, knowing that selling them 
would become a lengthy and cumbersome process. The potential for 
decreased property values will follow, as the pool of willing buyers becomes 
limited by regulatory constraints. Furthermore, this ordinance will not 
effectively address the root causes of housing shortages. Instead of imposing 
restrictions, incentivizing property development and encouraging 
collaboration between the private sector and affordable housing initiatives 
would be more effective. This would allow for a more dynamic and flexible 
approach to increasing the housing supply, benefiting both property owners 
and those seeking affordable housing solutions.The focus should be on 
creating an environment that balances the needs of property owners with the 
community's housing demands, fostering a competitive market that naturally 
encourages the development of diverse housing options without heavy-
handed government interventions.

Ryan O Hass I am OPPOSED to the Advancing Community Opportunity to Purchase Act 
Program.
I don't and have never owned rental property but if I did I wouldn't see how 
this is constitutional. I have represented dozens of housing providers and 
hundreds of tenants. To force a property owner to consider one group of 
buyers versus another seems anti-capitalist and takes away a free market. I 
haven't read the full text but knowing this BoS this is likely to pass, so I would 
ask that there are specific timelines for these Right of First Offer (“ROFO”) 
and Right of First Refusal (“ROFR”) because (1) they could cause 
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unnecessary delays that could create economic hardship for the rental 
property owner(s) - each transaction is different and many small housing 
providers are mom-n-pop and they often don't have time to sit around and 
wait to sell (2) a shot clock (I.e. first  30days) would encourage and almost 
require these orgs to have all of their docs and process to purchase a rental 
property ready to go so they can take action (it can often take months to get a 
client ready to purchase these types of properties and that delay could 
negatively impact the current property owner). Does this apply only to 
individuals or companies/orgs as well. I hope there is a mandate that if one of 
these org purchases a rental property under this act/ordinance, that they are 
immediately required to follow the same guidelines in perpetuity when they 
decide to sell. 

Terri  Gerger This is a ridiculous idea. Property owners should be free to sell their 
properties in an open and competitive marketplace without government-
mandated roadblocks that would delay transactions and disincentivize the 
creation of much-needed housing in Los Angeles County.

Terry  Ballentine Property owners should be free to sell their properties in an open and 
competitive marketplace without government-mandated roadblocks that 
would delay transactions and disincentivize the creation of much-needed 
housing in Los Angeles County.

Terry  Ballentine Property owners should be free to sell their properties in an open and 
competitive marketplace without government-mandated roadblocks that 
would delay transactions and disincentivize the creation of much-needed 
housing in Los Angeles County.

Timothy  Roofian

Todd  Kingsley Once again, government officials seem to believe they know better than the 
people who actually own the property.

When did we decide that every aspect of private property should be 
managed, restricted, and micromanaged by bureaucrats? Homeowners invest 
their savings, pay their taxes, maintain their properties, and assume all the 
financial risk. Yet somehow the government continues to believe it should 
dictate what owners can and cannot do with their own homes.

Every year there seems to be another proposal that chips away at private 
property rights in the name of "protecting the community." At some point, 
enough is enough. Property ownership should actually mean ownership, not a 
temporary privilege that exists only until the next regulation is passed.

These proposals send a clear message that government does not trust 
property owners to make decisions about their own investments. That is the 
wrong approach. Free communities thrive when individuals have the freedom 
to make responsible decisions without constant government interference.

The people making these rules are not the ones paying the mortgage, 
maintaining the property, or assuming the financial risk. Homeowners are. 
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They deserve the right to decide what happens with their own property 
without politicians and bureaucrats inserting themselves into every decision.

Stop treating homeowners like they need permission to exercise their 
property rights. Respect private property. Respect individual liberty. Stop 
creating solutions to problems that do not exist.

Vote NO on these unnecessary restrictions.

Tom  Swanson Please vote NO on agenda item 4. Restricting housing providers' rights even 
further will continue to create shortages and worsen the housing crisis we 
face. Your policies should be more favorable to housing providers so they will 
want to provide more housing, rather than making policies more restrictive 
and more expensive, which will continue to drive housing providers out of 
your city and your state and exacerbate the housing shortage and reduce the 
quality of housing.
These impulsive policies destroy housing providers' good faith and drive 
money out of your city. Please vote NO on agenda item 4. 

Tracey D Clarke I believe Sellers should be able to sell their properties when they want, not 
when you tell them when they canl

Tregg  Rustad We do not need more restrictions on owners' rights. 

Other Arie  Benson Property owners should be free to sell their properties in an open and 
competitive marketplace without government-mandated roadblocks that 
would delay transactions and disincentivize the creation of much-needed 
housing in Los Angeles County.

Item Total 63

Grand Total 63
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July 2, 2026

Honorable Holly Mitchell
Board of Supervisors – 2nd District
500 West Temple Avenue, Room 866
Los Angeles, California 90012

Dear Supervisor Mitchell:

As a certified small property owner in the 2nd District, we urge a NO vote on TCOPA.

Tenant and Community Opportunity to Purchase Act (“TCOPA”).

We are continuing to face a financial hardship due to your support of policies that are stripping 
wealth from many (BLACK) owners of naturally occurring affordable housing that rely on income 
from rental real estate investments.

Your TCOPA is simply wrong.

Sincerely:

Michael Banner
Managing Director

mailto:micahel@bannercapitaladvisors.com


 Dear Board of Supervisors of Los Angeles County, 
 
It is with great enthusiasm that we, the Los Angeles Community Land Trust Coalition, alongside our 
neighbors, residents, community members, allies, and supporters, write in strong support of Supervisor 
Solis’ with Supervisor Mitchell’s motion to advance the Tenant & Community Opportunity to Purchase Act 
(TCOPA). 

Since TCOPA was first introduced before the County in August 2021, the need for this policy has only 
become more urgent. Communities across Los Angeles County are experiencing increasing displacement 
driven by economic instability, the militarization of our neighborhoods by federal troops, the rising cost 
of living, and continued corporate consolidation of our housing stock. The conditions facing tenants today 
are even more severe than they were five years ago. 

According to the California Housing Partnership's 2026 Unsubsidized Affordable Homes at Risk report, Los 
Angeles County has an estimated 101,766 unsubsidized affordable homes at risk of losing their 
affordability, more than any other county in California. Nearly 43% of our existing unsubsidized 
affordable housing stock is vulnerable to speculation, rent escalation, or redevelopment. These are the 
naturally affordable homes that working families, seniors, and residents on fixed incomes depend on 
every day, yet they remain among the least protected. 
 
As the county prepares to host the 2026 FIFA World Cup and the 2028 Olympic and Paralympic Games, 
market pressures on housing are expected to intensify. Without proactive preservation policies, rising 
investment activity and speculation threaten to accelerate the loss of naturally affordable housing in 
communities already experiencing displacement. 
 
Fortunately, we already know what works. Since Washington, D.C. enacted the Tenant Opportunity to 
Purchase Act (TOPA) in 1980, the policy has become one of the nation's most effective affordable housing 
preservation tools. Recent research from the University of Maryland found that TOPA was highly effective 
at preserving affordable housing, particularly in neighborhoods experiencing rising rents and increasing 
displacement pressure. The study also found that TOPA enabled previously unsubsidized housing to 
become permanently affordable through nonprofit acquisition and long-term affordability restrictions, 
creating lasting community benefits rather than one-time interventions. 
 
There is a reason jurisdictions across the country, from Washington, D.C. to San Francisco, Boston, Atlanta, 
Montgomery County, Maryland, and Prince George's County, Maryland, have adopted or are actively 
pursuing Tenant and Community Opportunity to Purchase policies. As housing markets become 
increasingly financialized, local governments are recognizing that preserving existing affordable homes is 
significantly less expensive than replacing them after displacement has already occurred. 
 
Rights of first refusal create a fair opportunity for tenants, community land trusts, limited-equity housing 
cooperatives, and mission-driven affordable housing organizations to compete with speculative investors 
before permanently affordable homes are lost to the private market. Every affordable apartment 
preserved through TOPA or COPA represents a family that remains housed, a neighborhood that retains 
its diversity, and public dollars that do not have to be spent replacing housing that was lost to speculation. 
 
The choice before the Board is not whether change will come to Los Angeles County. That change is 
already here. The question is whether we will equip our communities with the tools to preserve 
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affordability, strengthen community ownership, and ensure that long-time residents can remain in the 
neighborhoods they helped build. By doing so, Los Angeles County can join a growing number of 
jurisdictions that have demonstrated it is possible to protect tenants, preserve affordable housing, and 
keep communities intact before displacement becomes irreversible. 
 
Sincerely, 
Adrian B. Rossello-Cornier 
 



 
Beverly Vermont Community Land Trust – El Sereno Community Land Trust 

Fideicomiso Comunitario Tierra Libre – LA Chinatown Community Land Trust 
Liberty Community Land Trust – Long Beach Community Land Trust – T.R.U.S.T. South LA 

 
 
Dear Board of Supervisors of Los Angeles County, 
 
It is with great enthusiasm that we, the Los Angeles Community Land Trust Coalition, 
alongside our neighbors, residents, community members, allies, and supporters, write in 
strong support of Supervisor Solis’ with Supervisor Mitchell’s motion to advance the 
Tenant & Community Opportunity to Purchase Act (TCOPA). 

Since TCOPA was first introduced before the County in August 2021, the need for this 
policy has only become more urgent. Communities across Los Angeles County are 
experiencing increasing displacement driven by economic instability, the militarization of 
our neighborhoods by federal troops, the rising cost of living, and continued corporate 
consolidation of our housing stock. The conditions facing tenants today are even more 
severe than they were five years ago. 

According to the California Housing Partnership's 2026 Unsubsidized Affordable Homes at 
Risk report, Los Angeles County has an estimated 101,766 unsubsidized affordable 
homes at risk of losing their affordability, more than any other county in 
California. Nearly 43% of our existing unsubsidized affordable housing stock is 
vulnerable to speculation, rent escalation, or redevelopment. These are the naturally 
affordable homes that working families, seniors, and residents on fixed incomes depend 
on every day, yet they remain among the least protected. 
 
As the county prepares to host the 2026 FIFA World Cup and the 2028 Olympic and 
Paralympic Games, market pressures on housing are expected to intensify. Without 
proactive preservation policies, rising investment activity and speculation threaten to 
accelerate the loss of naturally affordable housing in communities already experiencing 
displacement. 
 
Fortunately, we already know what works. Since Washington, D.C. enacted the Tenant 
Opportunity to Purchase Act (TOPA) in 1980, the policy has become one of the nation's 
most effective affordable housing preservation tools. Recent research from the University 
of Maryland found that TOPA was highly effective at preserving affordable housing, 
particularly in neighborhoods experiencing rising rents and increasing displacement 
pressure. The study also found that TOPA enabled previously unsubsidized housing to 
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become permanently affordable through nonprofit acquisition and long-term affordability 
restrictions, creating lasting community benefits rather than one-time interventions. 
 
There is a reason jurisdictions across the country, from Washington, D.C. to San Francisco, 
Boston, Atlanta, Montgomery County, Maryland, and Prince George's County, Maryland, 
have adopted or are actively pursuing Tenant and Community Opportunity to Purchase 
policies. As housing markets become increasingly financialized, local governments are 
recognizing that preserving existing affordable homes is significantly less expensive than 
replacing them after displacement has already occurred. 
 
Rights of first refusal create a fair opportunity for tenants, community land trusts, 
limited-equity housing cooperatives, and mission-driven affordable housing organizations 
to compete with speculative investors before permanently affordable homes are lost to 
the private market. Every affordable apartment preserved through TOPA or COPA 
represents a family that remains housed, a neighborhood that retains its diversity, and 
public dollars that do not have to be spent replacing housing that was lost to speculation. 
 
The choice before the Board is not whether change will come to Los Angeles County. That 
change is already here. The question is whether we will equip our communities with the 
tools to preserve affordability, strengthen community ownership, and ensure that 
long-time residents can remain in the neighborhoods they helped build. 
 
Therefore, we, the undersigned organizations, respectfully urge the Board to 
support Supervisor Solis' and Supervisor Mitchell’s motion and advance the Tenant 
& Community Opportunity to Purchase Act. By doing so, Los Angeles County can join 
a growing number of jurisdictions that have demonstrated it is possible to protect tenants, 
preserve affordable housing, and keep communities intact before displacement becomes 
irreversible. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
ACT-LA 
Alliance of Californians for Community Empowerment (ACCE) 
Altadena Earthseed Community Land Trust 
Altadena Tenants Union 
Beverly-Vermont Community Land Trust 
California Community Land Trust Network 
Community Power Collective (CPC) 
El Sereno Community Land Trust 



 

Fideicomiso Comunitario Tierra Libre 
LA Chinatown Community Land Trust 
LA Forward 
Liberty Community Land Trust 
Long Beach Community Land Trust 
Long Beach for a Just Economy (LBJE) 
Long Beach Residents Empowered (LiBRE) 
Los Angeles Community Land Trust Coalition 
Making Housing and Community Happen 
Pasadenans Organizing for Progress (POP) 
Public Counsel 
Sankofa.org 
Sembrando el Sureste Community Land Trust 
Strategic Actions for a Just Economy (SAJE) 
SURJ Altadena 
T.R.U.S.T. South LA 
Venice Community Housing 
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Honorable Members of the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors: 
  
My name is Oscar Monge, Executive Director of T.R.U.S.T. South LA. I 
respectfully urge you to support Item 4 and advance the Tenant & 
Community Opportunity to Purchase Act (TCOPA). 
  
For more than 20 years, T.R.U.S.T. South LA has worked alongside residents 
to acquire, preserve, and steward permanently affordable housing in South 
LA. Today, we steward more than 150 affordable homes and have partnered 
with Los Angeles County and other public agencies to preserve housing that 
otherwise could have been lost to speculation. Through this work, we have 
seen firsthand that preserving existing affordable housing is faster, more 
cost-effective than replacing it after displacement occurs, and essential to 
keeping communities stable. 
  
As a community land trust, we have worked with property owners who 
wanted to preserve affordability while receiving fair market value for their 
properties. We have also partnered with owners who voluntarily chose to 
sell to our community land trust because they wanted their buildings to 
remain permanently affordable and create future homeownership 
opportunities for the residents already living there. Our experience has 
shown that many property owners care not only about the value of their 
property, but also about the legacy they leave in their communities. This will 
help them do just that.  
  
Unfortunately, we have also seen the opposite. Multifamily properties are 
often sold before tenants or qualified mission-driven organizations have a 
meaningful opportunity to compete. Once these buildings are acquired by 
speculative investors, the opportunity to preserve affordable housing is often 
lost for generations, accelerating displacement and making it far more 
expensive to replace those homes in the future. 
  
I appreciate that this motion takes a thoughtful, phased approach by 
directing County staff to evaluate implementation options, including the 
Right of First Offer, the Right of First Refusal, and fair market valuation, 
before returning with a proposed ordinance. We look forward to 
participating in that process and sharing our experience acquiring and 
stewarding permanently affordable housing. 
  



Board of Directors: 

Glauz Diego, Chair 
Public Representative 

Kristin Johnson, Vice Chair 
Public Representative 

Deshanae Cantley, 
Treasurer 

General Representative 

Juana Calel, Secretary 
Lessee Representative 

Rosa Perez 
General Representative 

Alejandra Beltran 
General Representative 

Maria Contreras 
General Representative 

Shola Giwa 
Public Representative 

Chul Gugich 
Public Representative 

Diana Jimenez 
Public Representative 

Noe Herrera 
Lessee Represeentative 

Salvador Sanabria 
Lessee Representative 

Executive Team: 

Oscar Monge 
Executive Director 

Arrens Castro        
Finance Director 

Siris Barrios 
Deputy Director 

TCOPA does not require owners to sell or accept below-market offers. It 
simply creates a fair opportunity for qualified mission-driven organizations to 
compete to preserve affordable housing before it is permanently lost. Los 
Angeles County cannot build its way out of the housing crisis alone—we must 
also preserve the affordable homes we already have. TCOPA is an important 
step toward ensuring that families have the opportunity to remain in the 
communities they call home while respecting private property rights and fair 
market transactions. 

Thank you for your leadership and consideration. I respectfully urge your 
support for Item 4. 

Sincerely, 

Oscar Monge, MPL 
Executive Director 
T.R.U.S.T. South LA 


