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13.           Favor Jesus G Garcia • On behalf of the City of Pico Rivera, we thank Supervisor Solis and the 
Board for bringing forward this important motion and for recognizing the 
significant impacts the Whittier Narrows Dam Project will have on our regional 
trail and bikeway network. Protecting those connections is critical.
 
• At the same time, I respectfully ask that attention be given to the immediate 
and lasting impacts to the City of Pico Rivera.
 
• Pico Rivera supports the Project and understands its importance to regional 
safety. But beginning as soon as October of this year, our community stands 
to permanently lose approximately 104 acres or 57 percent of all parkland in 
the City. A community already identified as park-poor under the County’s own 
metrics will fall even further below those thresholds.
 
• These impacts include the displacement of the Pico Boys Little League after 
its 70th season, permanent closure of the Pico Rivera Golf Course, 
operational impacts to the Pico Rivera Sports Arena, and impacts to 
equestrian communities. All significant losses to quality of life and local 
economic activity.
 
• The City has worked proactively at the federal and state levels, but we 
cannot absorb impacts of this scale alone. We respectfully ask for stronger 
County coordination to elevate local voices and mobilize resources so our 
community can emerge resilient from this project.
 
• Thank you. 
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June 1, 2026 

 

 

The Honorable Hilda L. Solis 

Los Angeles County Supervisor, First District 

500 West Temple Street, Suite 856 

Los Angeles, CA 90012 

 

Subject: Lario Park  

 

Dear Supervisor Solis: 

 

The Cities of Azusa, Duarte, and Irwindale respectfully write to inform you of our collective 

intent and efforts over the past year to pursue long-term municipal stewardship and management 

of the property commonly known as Lario Park, located within the Santa Fe Dam Recreation 

Area and the Santa Fe Flood Control Basin under the jurisdiction of the U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers (“USACE”). 

 

As you are aware, the property has historically operated under a long-term lease agreement 

between the County of Los Angeles and USACE for public park and recreational purposes. 

Pursuant to Supplemental Agreement No. 3, approximately 26 acres commonly known as Lario 

Park were removed from the County lease area effective January 20, 2025, and the remaining 

County lease was scheduled to expire on May 3, 2026. 

 

The Cities recognize and appreciate the County’s historic role in providing recreational 

opportunities within the Santa Fe Dam Recreation Area over many decades. At the same time, 

the transition associated with the lease expiration presents an important opportunity to restore 

and revitalize Lario Park through coordinated local stewardship focused on public access, 

recreational activation, environmental enhancement, and public safety improvements. 

 

Over recent years, the Lario Park area has experienced prolonged closure conditions, operational 

challenges, and recurring public health and safety concerns associated with unauthorized 

encampment activity, including fire-related incidents requiring coordinated regional emergency 

response efforts. The Cities believe enhanced local management and active programming will 

improve conditions while restoring the property to its intended recreational purpose for residents 

throughout the San Gabriel Valley. 

 

For several years, the Cities have worked collaboratively through the North San Gabriel River 

Working Group to address regional issues associated with the San Gabriel River corridor and 

surrounding flood basin properties. Building upon this effort, the Cities are actively pursuing the 

formation of a Joint Powers Authority (“JPA”) to facilitate oversight, maintenance, public safety 

coordination, environmental stewardship, and long-term revitalization efforts for Lario Park and 

related regional recreational assets. 



 

 

As was reiterated in our May 28, 2026, meeting with your representative Waqas Rehmen, the 

Cities initiated discussions with USACE approximately 12 months ago with a strong interest in 

securing a long-term lease for the management of Lario Park. USACE has been communicating 

with Los Angeles County Parks & Recreation over that period, looking to obtain a release from 

the County so that we can move forward. Senator Susan Rubio arranged for a grant to fund 

improvements and ongoing maintenance of Lario Park last year, and due to significant delays, 

we are currently at risk of losing that funding.   

 

We are thankful for your support in moving this project along expeditiously for the benefit of our 

communities and look forward to continued coordination with the County as these discussions 

progress. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Sergio Gonzalez 

City Manager 

City of Azusa 

Brian Villalobos 

City Manager 

City of Duarte 

Julian Miranda 

City Manager 

City of Irwindale

 


