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The following individuals submitted comments on agenda item:

Agenda # Relate To Position Name Comments

13.           Favor Ann  Dorsey

Oppose Akop  Baltayan

Alec  Paddock

Alen  Zaman

Angineh  Baghoomian

Annette  Markarian

Armine  Hacopian

Armond  Aghakhanian

Arthur  Khachatourians

Arturo  Marquez

Avo  Yousefian

Celeste  Wilson May 18, 2026

Honorable Janice Hahn
Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors
Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 W. Temple Street
Los Angeles, CA 90013

Subject: Agenda Item 13 – Extending Price Gouging Protections - OPPOSE

Dear Supervisor Hahn, 
On behalf of the Long Beach Area Chamber of Commerce (The Chamber) 
and the undersigned organizations, representing over 1,000 regional 
employers and stakeholders, we write to express our opposition Agenda Item 
13, which would again extend countywide price gouging protections for an 
additional 30 days. 

The Chamber recognizes and appreciates the County’s efforts to protect 
residents impacted by the January 2025 wildfires and to ensure stability 
during an unprecedented emergency response period. Those protections 
served an important purpose, particularly while residents faced acute 
displacement and uncertainty. 

However, emergency market restrictions were never intended to function as 
economic controls in perpetuity. Now that almost a year and a half since the 
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emergency declaration, Los Angeles County must begin transitioning from 
emergency response towards long-term recovery and housing stabilization 
policies grounded in market realities, operational sustainability, and increased 
housing availability. 

The motion itself acknowledges that the Board is now actively considering 
what indicators, milestones, and recovery benchmarks should guide the 
narrowing and eventual conclusion of these protections. We believe that 
process needs to begin now, rather than through another blanket extension, 
absent of clearly established off-ramps or measurable criteria for termination. 

Continued broad application of these restrictions will risk further constraining 
housing supply, discourage participation in the rental market, and reduce 
operational flexibility for businesses providing essential transitional and 
recovery-related services. In particular, the ongoing uncertainty surrounding 
repeated short-term renewals has made it increasingly convoluted for 
housing-providers, long-term rental operators, and storage facility operators 
to plan, price, and allocate responsibly during a period of elevated costs. 

Additionally, the Board has already demonstrated that targeted refinement of 
these protections is appropriate where market conditions and recovery data 
justify doing so. Earlier this year, the Board allowed protections related to 
hotels and motels to expire after reviewing updated displacement and 
housing insecurity data. That action demonstrated an important recognition 
that emergency restrictions should evolve alongside changing recovery 
needs. 

Accordingly, the Chamber respectfully urges the Board to allow the remaining 
emergency price gouging extensions to sunset. 

If the Board determines that some continuation is necessary, we strongly 
encourage a more tailored and limited approach that narrows applicability to 
the most acute displacement circumstances rather than maintaining sweeping 
policies across broad sectors. At minimum, we believe and respectfully 
request that the Board should consider exempting long-term rental 
agreements and self-storage facilities from any future extension, recognizing 
the distinct operational realities, financing structures, and recovery-related 
functions these sectors serve. 
As Los Angeles County continues rebuilding, policy stability and economic 
predictability will remain essential to restoring housing, supporting 
investment, and ensuring businesses can continue serving residents 
throughout the recovery period.

Thank you for your leadership and thoughtful consideration of this issue. We 
appreciate your ongoing engagement with the business community and stand 
ready to serve as a resource.

Sincerely,
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Jeremy Harris
President & CEO
Long Beach Area Chamber of Commerce

CC: 
Supervisor Hilda Solis
Supervisor Holly Mitchell
Supervisor Lindsey Horvath
Supervisor Kathryn Barger 

Chet  Patel

Cynthia  Marquez

Dan  Stark

Danny  Contreras

David  Anderson

David  Haimof

David  Ranish

Dennis  Block

Diane  Chia

Edward  Gallegos

Erik  Margaryan

Eveline  Matara

Frank  Savage LA County is the only county in the state of California with these extension(s) 
which are doing more harm than good for everyone. This is only further 
burdening the rental housing providers, particularly the mom and pops, due to 
ongoing rising costs covering insurance, utilities, taxes, necessary repairs, 
and other fees. Also, the rental housing providers are providing a valuable 
service for those in need of short, mid, and long-term housing. We should be 
partnering instead of punishing them. We urge to let the extension(s) expire 
at the end of this month. Thank you.

Frank  Savage

Gill  Nierhoff

Harold  Rohodes Why are the rental housing providers, particularly mom and pops, the ones 
targeted and punished from the LA Board of Supervisors? Aren't we living in a 
Constructional Republic and not a Socialist State? What about their property 
rights? It appears their rights have been encroached and trampled once 
again. How can you say you are doing everything for them, but after 16 long 
months, LA County is the only county in the state of California with this 
ongoing extension(s). When will this end? Also, what about clawing back the 
funds from the Fire Aid concert and directly issue the remaining proceeds to 
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the ones who have been truly displaced from the wildfires of January 2025? 
Also, is there an emergency reserve of funds for those who have been truly 
displaced from the wildfires? If so, shouldn't we already distribute whatever 
available funds to those victims? We should consider and utilize other options 
in resolving current issues instead of going forward with only one choice and 
expect the problem to be solved despite the contrary. The rental housing 
providers are people too who needs rights and protections like everyone else. 
We urge to let the extension(s) expire at the end of this month. Thank you. 

Helma  Malekian

Henry  Tran

Ivan  Simonian

Jack  Bailey It is obvious the emergency from the wildfires of January 2025 is over which 
should result in the discontinuation of this extension. This is clearly an 
unconstitutional loophole to the Costa-Hawkins Rental Housing Act of 1995. 
This is also attacking property rights which is one of the fundamental God 
given rights under the U.S. and California Constitution. Furthermore, the 
rental housing providers, especially the mom and pops, are constantly getting 
price gouged in the form of sky high increases for insurance, utilities, trash, 
taxes, fees, and etc. Where are their protections? We need to end this and 
start the recovery process for rental housing providers and stablizing the 
rental housing market. Thank you.

Jaime  Carranza

Jaime  Zarate I am currently a renter, and I have to say the emergency from early last year's 
wildfires is over a long while ago. Also, this is clearly unfair to the landlords 
and landladies who are trying to rent out their vacant rental housing units. 
Please no more extensions. Thank you.

James  McGill The mom and pop rental housing providers are continually having a difficult 
time with the ongoing increases for expenses and at the same time limited in 
making rental income. The ongoing extension(s) are only making it more 
difficult for the mom and pop rental housing providers to survive during this 
time. Also, they are not afforded protections and relief like the renters for 
whom they are providing valuable housing for. Please vote no and let the 
extension(s) expire at the end of this month. Thank you.

Jason  Bender

Jason  Kim

Jeff  Faller

Jeff  Wolpin

Jorge  DeGuzman

Jose  Martinez

Joseph  Fuentes
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Joseph M Ebin In order to boost Tourism revenues in LA County we recommend that 
seasonal rental housing be exempted from Price Gouging Protections.  The 
Anti-Gouging rules of the LA County Emergency Declarations stand squarely 
in the way of growing this tourism-based housing industry. We estimate that 
3,000-6,000 more seasonal rental properties could be available to tourists if 
they were not price capped at 200% of HUD Fair Market Rental Guidelines. 
The Anti-Gouging price limits of $6,000-7,000 per month might have helped 
some fire relocation victims looking for long-term housing but they don’t work 
for seasonal rentals which could rent for $5,000-$10,000 per week or 
$15,000-$30,000 per month.  
We suggest that if you require a benchmark for this luxury rental exclusion, 
you should exempt all rental housing demanding more than 400% of HUD 
Fair Market Rents, roughly over $13,200 per month for periods up to 120 
days.     This will not interfere with your housing goals in general and it will 
greatly help generate massive revenues for LA County governments and 
industries.  Otherwise, these seasonal tourists will go to Santa Barbara, 
Orange or San Diego Counties for their vacations.  This is happening now 
and Los Angeles County will continue to lose economic benefits.
We suggest that LA County consider not renewing the Emergency 
Declarations beyond their current expiration date of May 27, 2026.  However, 
if renewed, we encourage you to exempt high-end vacation rental properties. 
Such a measure would support multiple sectors of the local economy and 
help ensure that LA County remains well-positioned to accommodate 
upcoming tourism demand.
We applaud your wonderful efforts to relocate fire victims into long-term 
housing choices; this is important work.  Please don’t eviscerate the tourism 
industry; let’s help LA County to grow its revenues.

Thank you.

Joseph M. Ebin, Masters of Urban Planning and Urban Land Economics 

Juan  Tovar

Julius  Grant When will this end? It has been over 16 months. Out of all the counties in 
California, LA County is the only one continuing the extensions. How come 
neighboring counties like Ventura, Orange, and San Bernadino currently do 
not have this in place? The answer is the emergency from the wildfires of 
January 2025 is clearly over and has been over for a long while. Also, this is 
a clear encroachment of property rights which is one of the fundamental 
rights of being a proud American. We urge the Los Angeles Board of 
Supervisors to let this current extension expire. Thank you.

Kurt  Spielman

Leon  Khachooni
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Lynette  Austin

Madison  Block

Margaret O Brian

Mary  Brady

Michael  Brennan

Michael  Dixon

Mikayla  Gibson

Mohammed  Asim

Monte  Cicino It is understandable for these extensions to be in place for a few months and 
even six months after the start of the wildfires of January 2025. But for more 
than 16 months? If this was absolutely necessary, shouldn't the other 
California counties do the same? Also, where are the protections and 
compensation for the rental housing providers who have endured this? Their 
expenses have only consistently gone up for the past many years. It is widely 
known that in order to stabilize and possibly lower the rental market rate, you 
need to increase available supply which includes vacancies. By continuing 
with these extension(s), you are disincentivizing rental housing providers to 
put available vacancies on the market. These extension(s) only creates a 
lose-lose situation which results in limited vacancies. Furthermore, there is 
currently very little incentive to do desirable upgrades and renovations which 
keeps vacancies off the market. If the market goes back to normal, it is highly 
likely there will be more available vacancies on the market. We urge the 
Board of Supervisors to vote no and let the extension(s) expire at the end of 
this month. Thank you.

Norachai  
Chawareewong

Priscilla  Zarate

Reid  Denham

Richard  Lopez

Roger  Bailey

Rosa  Gonzales

Roseanna  Miani

Sal  Zendejas

Sara  Gonzales

Scott  Astle

Sebastian  Navarro
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Sevan  Benlian

Sherilyn  Rathor

Tatiana  Cortez

Trevor  Nierhoff

Varouj  Avanessians

Other Joe  Doherty Oppose Unless Amended

Margeret  Proctor Bringing him from pismo for people from inglewood where the veterans had 
supported homeless beds  which was punishment while his parent tried to 
ask for hatecrimes against the ex wife and not only had the exes deserved to 
kill their son but pol8ce calked them complained he was not  a police officer 
fruend and his parent helped police lapd who l8ved as oceano city manafer to 
dig tge sons pocjets for ann marie  who is the parents wife or step mother if a 
visitor to  justin proctor as friends of police who begged chinese to leace r8ce 
in the park fir them where whites and latinos share. Prosecuted blacks who 
they intended to distract while they came to collect the newly heated rice 
which was left 8n the park.  On park palisades park where it is free walk way 
and was obviously seen as  1994 a wildly left container that hapoened to be 
steaming at 12 am in morning

Item Total 74

Grand Total 74
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Valley Industry & Commerce Association • 16600 Sherman Way, Suite 170 Van Nuys, CA 91406 • phone: 
818.817.0545 • fax: 818.907.7934 • www.vica.com 

May 18, 2026 

 
Los Angeles Board of Supervisors 
Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration 
500 W Temple St #383,  
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
RE: Opposition to Agenda Item #13 – Overbroad Extension of Price Gouging Protections 
 
On behalf of the Valley Industry and Commerce Association, we respectfully submit this letter in 
opposition to Agenda Item #13 which would extend the County’s broad price gouging protections for 
an additional 30 days. 

While the motion before you speaks mainly of the presumed need to extend price gouging protections 
in the rental housing market, its reach extends far beyond that to cover goods and services where 
such protections are unwarranted by market realities or consumer complaints to the County. 

Continuing to extend these restrictions month after month on industries with no meaningful connection 
to recovery continues to cause real economic harm without providing any corresponding benefit to the 
County or its residents. We request that you - at minimum - carve out all non housing industries from 
this renewal. Applying this policy to a broad a segment of our economy has constrained industry’s 
ability to hire, invest and serve County residents. 

Should the Board choose to extend price gouging protections, we note that it has clear legal authority 
to act selectively and responsibly. Under Penal Code Section 396(g) the board may authorize price 
increases that would otherwise exceed permissible limits – meaning it can exempt specific industries, 
such a storage and warehousing, from the restrictions imposed under Section 396(b). 

We respectfully request that the Board allow the price restrictions expire, or alternatively, exercise its 
authority to exempt the storage and warehousing industry from any extension. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Stuart Waldman 
VICA President 



The Long Beach Business Organization since 1891 
Catalyst for business growth, Convener of leaders and influencers, and a Champion for a stronger community 

 

1 World Trade Center, Suite 101. Long Beach, CA 90831 -101 
Phone (562) 436-1251 • Fax (562) 436-7099 • info@lbchamber.com 

lbchamber.com   lbchamber   thelbchamber   longbeachchamber 

May 18, 2026 

 

Honorable Janice Hahn 
Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors 
Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration 
500 W. Temple Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90013 

Subject: Agenda Item 13 – Extending Price Gouging Protections - OPPOSE 

Dear Supervisor Hahn,  

On behalf of the Long Beach Area Chamber of Commerce (The Chamber) and the undersigned 
organizations, representing over 1,000 regional employers and stakeholders, we write to express our 
opposition Agenda Item 13, which would again extend countywide price gouging protections for an 
additional 30 days.  

The Chamber recognizes and appreciates the County’s efforts to protect residents impacted by the January 
2025 wildfires and to ensure stability during an unprecedented emergency response period. Those 
protections served an important purpose, particularly while residents faced acute displacement and 
uncertainty.  

However, emergency market restrictions were never intended to function as economic controls in 
perpetuity. Now that almost a year and a half since the emergency declaration, Los Angeles County must 
begin transitioning from emergency response towards long-term recovery and housing stabilization 
policies grounded in market realities, operational sustainability, and increased housing availability.  

The motion itself acknowledges that the Board is now actively considering what indicators, milestones, 
and recovery benchmarks should guide the narrowing and eventual conclusion of these protections. We 
believe that process needs to begin now, rather than through another blanket extension, absent of clearly 
established off-ramps or measurable criteria for termination.  

Continued broad application of these restrictions will risk further constraining housing supply, discourage 
participation in the rental market, and reduce operational flexibility for businesses providing essential 
transitional and recovery-related services. In particular, the ongoing uncertainty surrounding repeated 
short-term renewals has made it increasingly convoluted for housing-providers, long-term rental 
operators, and storage facility operators to plan, price, and allocate responsibly during a period of elevated 
costs.  

Additionally, the Board has already demonstrated that targeted refinement of these protections is 
appropriate where market conditions and recovery data justify doing so. Earlier this year, the Board 
allowed protections related to hotels and motels to expire after reviewing updated displacement and 
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housing insecurity data. That action demonstrated an important recognition that emergency restrictions 
should evolve alongside changing recovery needs.  

Accordingly, the Chamber respectfully urges the Board to allow the remaining emergency price gouging 
extensions to sunset.  

If the Board determines that some continuation is necessary, we strongly encourage a more tailored and 
limited approach that narrows applicability to the most acute displacement circumstances rather than 
maintaining sweeping policies across broad sectors. At minimum, we believe and respectfully request that 
the Board should consider exempting long-term rental agreements and self-storage facilities from any 
future extension, recognizing the distinct operational realities, financing structures, and recovery-related 
functions these sectors serve.  

As Los Angeles County continues rebuilding, policy stability and economic predictability will remain 
essential to restoring housing, supporting investment, and ensuring businesses can continue serving 
residents throughout the recovery period. 

Thank you for your leadership and thoughtful consideration of this issue. We appreciate your ongoing 
engagement with the business community and stand ready to serve as a resource. 

Sincerely, 

 

Jeremy Harris 
President & CEO 
Long Beach Area Chamber of Commerce 

 

CC:  

Supervisor Hilda Solis 

Supervisor Holly Mitchell 

Supervisor Lindsey Horvath 

Supervisor Kathryn Barger  

 

 



May 19, 2026 

Dear Supervisors: 

On behalf of the nearly 700 self storage businesses, with more than 1,000 employees, in 
Los Angeles County, the Self Storage Association respectfully requests your 
consideration of the following comments regarding Agenda Item #13, Extending Price 
Gouging Protections.  

The Board’s focus since the January 2025 Windstorm and Critical Fire Events has been 
on ensuring that housing and reconstruction providers comply with Penal Code 396(c)-
(f). However, the Board has also included pricing limitations for the industries covered 
in Penal Code 396(b), such as food, gasoline, and self storage.  

Pricing Limitation for Self Storage Are Unwarranted 

With respect to the self storage industry, any further extension of the pricing limitations 
is unwarranted for three primary reasons. First, the industry is not experiencing any 
market disruption that requires government intervention to stop price gouging. Looking 
at the three largest self storage businesses in Los Angeles County, these businesses 
experienced usage rates in 2025 that were lower than or virtually even with 2024 rates. 
In other words, self storage businesses have not seen any uptick in usage based on the 
wildfires and nearly all consumers affected by the Board’s order are not individuals who 
were impacted by the wildfires.  

Second, self storage is a competitive business with nearly 700 facilities countywide, 
including several within a short distance of the wildfire-affected areas. If any individuals 
from these affected areas required self storage, they have numerous options to choose 
from, whether they have remained in or near the wildfire-affected areas or have 
relocated elsewhere in the county. Again, self storage is a well-functioning market and 
price controls are not needed.  

Third, due to the first two issues and broader economic trends, the largest self storage 
businesses in Los Angeles County saw a decline in revenue throughout 2025. Self 
storage businesses have not taken advantage of the wildfires to increase prices and, 
considering trends such as decreased mobility stemming from the elevated cost of 
housing, the industry does not anticipate any significant change in the pricing trends 
even if the pricing limitations under Penal Code 396(b) expired.  



The Board Has the Legal Authority to Remove Self Storage from This 
Extension 

The Board has clear legal authority under Penal Code 396(g) and the Governor’s 
January 6, 2026 order to exclude certain subsections from this extension – as it did for 
hotels and motels covered by 396(d) – or to exclude certain goods and services within a 
subsection. Specifically, 396(g) provides that the prohibitions of Penal Code 396 may be 
extended beyond the initial period of the emergency “as needed . . . if deemed necessary 
to protect the lives, property, or welfare of the citizens.” (emphasis added). As explained 
below, an extension for self storage is not needed.  

Significantly, the Governor has exercised this authority under 396(g) many times when 
issuing his emergency proclamations. For example, several current or recent 
gubernatorial proclamations listed on the Cal OES website limit price gouging 
protections to Penal Code 396(c) only or expressly exclude any price gouging 
protections.  

Nothing in Penal Code 396 provides that local governments have narrower authority 
than the Governor when excluding certain goods or services from an emergency order. 
The only difference between gubernatorial and local authority under 396(g) is that local 
extensions are limited to 30 days only.  

In summary, the Board may exclude from its extension certain goods and services listed 
in Penal Code 396(b) without jeopardizing its authority to extend pricing limitations for 
other goods and services, such as housing and goods used for emergency cleanup.  

The Board’s Authority Under Chapter 8.09 

Even if local governments lack the authority to exclude certain goods and services from 
an extension under Penal Code 396, the Board may exercise its authority under its own 
price gouging ordinance, Chapter 8.09. The Board initially passed this ordinance in 
2016 and has twice updated it to address needs specific to the COVID pandemic and the 
January 2025 Windstorm and Critical Fire Events. Similar to Penal Code 396, nothing 
in Chapter 8.09 prevents the Board from excluding certain goods and services from an 
extension while keeping pricing limitations in effect for other goods and services.  

Conclusion 

In light of the foregoing, the Association respectfully requests that the Board allow the 
price restrictions to expire or remove self storage from any extension.  

Thank you for your consideration. 

Respectfully, 

Joe Doherty 
EVP, Chief Legal Officer 
Self Storage Association 



From: Fred Sutton
To: ExecutiveOffice; PublicComments
Cc: Matt Buck
Subject: Item 13: Oppose
Date: Monday, May 18, 2026 10:34:47 AM
Attachments: 5.20.26_Item13.pdf

 
Hello Honorable Supervisors,
 
On behalf of the California Apartment Association (CAA), attached please find a letter regarding item
13 on the 5/19 agenda.
 
We respectfully urge you to terminate the declaration of Penal Code 396. For several months CAA
has asked for a planned phase out of the provisions.
 
While the emergency provisions of Penal Code 396 served as an important safeguard for residents
during a challenging period, the circumstances that justified its extension countywide no longer exist.
 
Thank you for your review and consideration.
 
 

Fred Sutton ▪Senior Vice President of Public Affairs 
California Apartment Association

fsutton@caanet.org ▪ (424) 307-1378

 
CAA is your partner in the rental housing industry.
Find out how we're working for you.
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 California Apartment Association  
 Los Angeles County 
 
 


May 18, 2026 


Board of Supervisors 
County of Los Angeles 
VIA EMAIL 


Item 13: Oppose– Continued Declaration of Penal Code 396 


Dear Supervisors, 


On behalf of the California Apartment Association (CAA), we urge you to end the declaration of 
Penal Code 396. The declaration has massive ramifications beyond the fire impact zone. 


While the emergency provisions of Penal Code 396 served as an important safeguard for residents 
during a challenging period, the circumstances that justified its extension no longer exist. For  
months, CAA has requested that the County begin the process of phasing out the emergency 
provisions and establish a clear timeline for its conclusion. This emergency declaration was 
intended to be temporary. Instead, it has become routine for emergency housing regulations to 
become indefinite. The continuation lacks clear reasoning, guardrails, or objective benchmarks for 
termination. 


Recovery has progressed and market conditions have materially improved. Vacancy rates in the 
County are above 5 percent, indicating increased housing availability. A recent Los Angeles 
Times article titled “Finally a Renter’s Market” highlights a softening rental market. These 
conditions are the opposite of those that originally supported extensions of Penal Code 396. 


Continuing the emergency declaration under these circumstances is counterproductive. The 
ongoing application of Penal Code 396 has wide-ranging implications that deter housing availability 
and discourage the reintroduction of critically needed homes currently being withheld from the 
market. Allowing Penal Code 396 emergency provisions to end would support a return to normal 
market operations, encourage the reintroduction of needed homes currently being withheld from 
the market, and provide necessary flexibility for housing providers while maintaining compliance 
with standard state and local housing laws. 


Ending this emergency order is the responsible course of action.  


Thank you for your consideration. 


Sincerely, 


 


 


Fred Sutton 
California Apartment Association 



https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2026-01-28/finally-renters-market-la-rent-prices-drop-to-four-year-low





 California Apartment Association  
 Los Angeles County 
 
 

May 18, 2026 

Board of Supervisors 
County of Los Angeles 
VIA EMAIL 

Item 13: Oppose– Continued Declaration of Penal Code 396 

Dear Supervisors, 

On behalf of the California Apartment Association (CAA), we urge you to end the declaration of 
Penal Code 396. The declaration has massive ramifications beyond the fire impact zone. 

While the emergency provisions of Penal Code 396 served as an important safeguard for residents 
during a challenging period, the circumstances that justified its extension no longer exist. For  
months, CAA has requested that the County begin the process of phasing out the emergency 
provisions and establish a clear timeline for its conclusion. This emergency declaration was 
intended to be temporary. Instead, it has become routine for emergency housing regulations to 
become indefinite. The continuation lacks clear reasoning, guardrails, or objective benchmarks for 
termination. 

Recovery has progressed and market conditions have materially improved. Vacancy rates in the 
County are above 5 percent, indicating increased housing availability. A recent Los Angeles 
Times article titled “Finally a Renter’s Market” highlights a softening rental market. These 
conditions are the opposite of those that originally supported extensions of Penal Code 396. 

Continuing the emergency declaration under these circumstances is counterproductive. The 
ongoing application of Penal Code 396 has wide-ranging implications that deter housing availability 
and discourage the reintroduction of critically needed homes currently being withheld from the 
market. Allowing Penal Code 396 emergency provisions to end would support a return to normal 
market operations, encourage the reintroduction of needed homes currently being withheld from 
the market, and provide necessary flexibility for housing providers while maintaining compliance 
with standard state and local housing laws. 

Ending this emergency order is the responsible course of action.  

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Fred Sutton 
California Apartment Association 

https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2026-01-28/finally-renters-market-la-rent-prices-drop-to-four-year-low
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May 18, 2026 

 

Honorable Janice Hahn 
Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors 
Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration 
500 W. Temple Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90013 

Subject: Agenda Item 13 – Extending Price Gouging Protections - OPPOSE 

Dear Supervisor Hahn,  

On behalf of the Long Beach Area Chamber of Commerce (The Chamber) and the undersigned 
organizations, representing over 1,000 regional employers and stakeholders, we write to express our 
opposition Agenda Item 13, which would again extend countywide price gouging protections for an 
additional 30 days.  

The Chamber recognizes and appreciates the County’s efforts to protect residents impacted by the January 
2025 wildfires and to ensure stability during an unprecedented emergency response period. Those 
protections served an important purpose, particularly while residents faced acute displacement and 
uncertainty.  

However, emergency market restrictions were never intended to function as economic controls in 
perpetuity. Now that almost a year and a half since the emergency declaration, Los Angeles County must 
begin transitioning from emergency response towards long-term recovery and housing stabilization 
policies grounded in market realities, operational sustainability, and increased housing availability.  

The motion itself acknowledges that the Board is now actively considering what indicators, milestones, 
and recovery benchmarks should guide the narrowing and eventual conclusion of these protections. We 
believe that process needs to begin now, rather than through another blanket extension, absent of clearly 
established off-ramps or measurable criteria for termination.  

Continued broad application of these restrictions will risk further constraining housing supply, discourage 
participation in the rental market, and reduce operational flexibility for businesses providing essential 
transitional and recovery-related services. In particular, the ongoing uncertainty surrounding repeated 
short-term renewals has made it increasingly convoluted for housing-providers, long-term rental 
operators, and storage facility operators to plan, price, and allocate responsibly during a period of elevated 
costs.  

Additionally, the Board has already demonstrated that targeted refinement of these protections is 
appropriate where market conditions and recovery data justify doing so. Earlier this year, the Board 
allowed protections related to hotels and motels to expire after reviewing updated displacement and 
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housing insecurity data. That action demonstrated an important recognition that emergency restrictions 
should evolve alongside changing recovery needs.  

Accordingly, the Chamber respectfully urges the Board to allow the remaining emergency price gouging 
extensions to sunset.  

If the Board determines that some continuation is necessary, we strongly encourage a more tailored and 
limited approach that narrows applicability to the most acute displacement circumstances rather than 
maintaining sweeping policies across broad sectors. At minimum, we believe and respectfully request that 
the Board should consider exempting long-term rental agreements and self-storage facilities from any 
future extension, recognizing the distinct operational realities, financing structures, and recovery-related 
functions these sectors serve.  

As Los Angeles County continues rebuilding, policy stability and economic predictability will remain 
essential to restoring housing, supporting investment, and ensuring businesses can continue serving 
residents throughout the recovery period. 

Thank you for your leadership and thoughtful consideration of this issue. We appreciate your ongoing 
engagement with the business community and stand ready to serve as a resource. 

Sincerely, 

 

Jeremy Harris 
President & CEO 
Long Beach Area Chamber of Commerce 

 

CC:  

Supervisor Hilda Solis 

Supervisor Holly Mitchell 

Supervisor Lindsey Horvath 

Supervisor Kathryn Barger  

 

 


