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Attached is the Agenda entry for the Los Angeles County 
Claims Board's recommendation regarding the above-referenced matter. 
Also attached are the Case Summary and Summary Corrective Action Plan 
to be made available to the public.  

It is requested that this recommendation, Case Summary, 
and Summary Corrective Action Plan be placed on the Board of 
Supervisors' agenda. 

LC:tf 
 
Attachments  
  

TO: EDWARD YEN 
Executive Officer 
Board of Supervisors 
 
Attention:  Agenda Preparation 

FROM: LILIANA CAMPOS 
Litigation Cost Manager 

RE: Item for the Board of Supervisors' Agenda 
County Claims Board Recommendation 
Daniel Saldana v. Martha Donovan, et al. 
United States District Court Case No. 2:24-cv-00895 
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Board Agenda 

MISCELLANEOUS COMMUNICATIONS 

Los Angeles County Claims Board's recommendation: Authorize settlement of the matter 
entitled Daniel Saldana v. Martha Donovan, et al., United States District Court Case No. 2:24-cv-
00895, in the amount of $3,700,000, and instruct the Auditor-Controller to draw a warrant to 
implement this settlement from the Office of the District Attorney's budget. 

This federal civil rights lawsuit arises from the alleged wrongful conviction and imprisonment of 
Plaintiff for 33 years. 
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CASE SUMMARY 

INFORMATION ON PROPOSED SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION 

CASE NAME  Daniel Saldana v. Martha Donovan, et al.      

CASE NUMBER  2:24-CV-00895 

COURT  United States District Court 

DATE FILED  August 31, 2017 

COUNTY DEPARTMENT  Los Angeles County District Attorney's Office 

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT AMOUNT $ 3,700,000 

ATTORNEY FOR PLAINTIFF 

 

NICK BRUSTIN, AMELIA GREEN, RHIANNA REY, & ANNIE SLOAN 
Neufeld, Scheck, Brustin, Hoffmann, & Freudenberger LLP 
MICHAEL ROMANO & SUSAN CHAMPION 
Stanford Law School 

MICHAEL G. FREEDMAN & ASHWINI MATE 
The Freedman Firm PC 

COUNTY COUNSEL ATTORNEY 

 

ADAM SEXTON 
Deputy County Counsel 
Justice and Safety Division 

ANDREW BAUM 
Glaser Weil Fink Howard Jordan & Shapiro LLP 

NATURE OF CASE  This is a recommendation to settle for $3,700,000, inclusive of 
attorneys' fees and costs, a federal civil rights lawsuit pursuant 
to Title 42 of the United States Code section 1982 brought by 
Daniel Saldana ("Plaintiff") against the County of Los Angeles 
("County") and former Deputy District Attorney Steven Sowders 
("DDA Sowders") (and, collectively, the "County Defendants") 
for a wrongful conviction.  Plaintiff's suit also includes state law 
claims of negligence, intentional infliction of emotional distress, 
intentional interference with a prisoner's right to obtain judicial 
review of confinement, and vicarious liability. 
 
Thus, based on all the foregoing, we believe the proposed 
settlement is reasonable, and will avoid further litigation costs 
and a potential adverse verdict which, along with any attorneys' 
fees award, could well exceed the recommended settlement 
amount. 

PAID ATTORNEY FEES, TO DATE $ 163,802 

PAID COSTS, TO DATE $ 10,240 
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