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ADDRESSING COPPER WIRE, CATALYTIC CONVERTER, AND OTHER NON-
FERROUS METAL THEFT IN LOS ANGELES COUNTY

Non-ferrous metal theft, particularly of copper wire and catalytic converters, has
escalated across Los Angeles County in recent years, creating widespread disruptions
to critical infrastructure, compounding hardships for vulnerable communities, and
generating significant financial burdens on public agencies. Despite the passage of AB
476 (Gonzalez), which — as of January 1, 2026 — strengthened Statewide requirements
for recyclers and accountability measures, the problem persists at the local level and
continues to outpace the systems in place to respond.

Copper wire is essential to powering the County’s public infrastructure, including
streetlights, traffic systems, emergency communications, and water and sanitation
facilities. Catalytic converters contain precious metals that make them attractive targets
for theft, often leaving residents with costly repairs and unsafe vehicles. These incidents
are not merely property crimes; they undermine public safety, weaken business
corridors, interrupt emergency communications, and slow community recovery efforts.

The impacts have been profound across the County. In Altadena, where residents are
still rebuilding after the devastating Eaton Fire, deputies have arrested at least 15
individuals connected to the theft of hundreds of pounds of copper taken directly from
fire-damaged properties. In northern Los Angeles County, rural communities such as
Llano have endured repeated thefts of telephone wire, further destabilizing already
limited communications access. Sanitation facilities, including Puente Hills Landfill, have
reported persistent attacks on irrigation and electrical supply lines. Puente Hills Landfill
spent an estimated $180,000 in just three months on wire-theft repairs. Cities across the
San Gabriel Valley, including Arcadia, Claremont, La Cafiada Flintridge, La Verne,
Monrovia, and Pasadena, have similarly experienced recurring thefts of copper
streetlight wiring, telephone cables, and metal from irrigation backflow devices, affecting
utility reliability and public health.
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These crimes come at a high cost to citizens and businesses within Los Angeles
County. Copper and metal theft repairs have had cumulative repair costs in excess of
$100 million dollars since 2020. Some of these costs include the restoration of lighting
after seven miles of wire was stolen from the Sixth Street Bridge ($2.5 million) and
repairs to damaged roadway infrastructure ($24 million over the past four years).
Additionally, AT&T reported over $60 million in costs due to copper theft in California in
2025, with the majority of the costs incurred from thefts in Los Angeles County.

These incidents point to a need for a coordinated Countywide strategy that strengthens
infrastructure protection, improves departmental coordination, and aligns local practices
with evolving State requirements. A proactive, structured approach is essential to
reducing repeat incidents, stabilizing critical systems, and supporting community
resilience.

I, THEREFORE, MOVE that the Board of Supervisors request the Los Angeles County
Sheriff's Department and the District Attorney work in collaboration with the Department
of Public Works, other relevant County Departments, utility companies,
telecommunications providers, recycling industry representatives, local law enforcement
agencies, Contract Cities, League of California Cities, and other stakeholders
responsible for maintaining or securing infrastructure and report back in writing within 90
days with a coordinated plan to address copper wire, catalytic converter, and other non-
ferrous metal theft across Los Angeles County. The report should include:

1. A comprehensive assessment of impacts to County operations, departmental

budgets, public infrastructure, emergency communications, and public-facing
services resulting from theft.

2. Aforecast of the impact and added costs of these incidents to preparations for
the 2026 FIFA World Cup, the 2027 Super Bowl, and the 2028 Summer Olympic
and Para Olympic Games in Los Angeles County.

3. Recommendations for cross-departmental strategies that improve prevention,
detection, and rapid response to incidents, including operational protocols,
infrastructure hardening measures, resource needs, and opportunities for
improved data-sharing.

4. An evaluation of best practices from other jurisdictions, such as ordinance
models, tip/reward programs, permitting systems, or recycling oversight
structures, that have demonstrated effectiveness in curbing theft.
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5. A review of current state law to identify changes that can help strengthen local
capacity to deter and reduce theft.

6. A proposal that uses existing resources for improved protection, deterrence, and
investigation of non-ferrous metal and other critical infrastructure related crimes.

7. A review of any recourse, assistance programs, and service options offered by
utility companies, telecommunications providers, and other affected private
entities to support communities that experience service interruptions resulting
from copper wire theft.






